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PREFACE

Exremexer has decisively proved that the study of
Grinmaar, Composition, il Rhetorie must regard  the
thonaht that is to be expressed in language as the ruling
lenent iu diseonrse o s orgnde, originating, mud determin-
e prineiple. The reversal of this, the patting forward

of e word, of style, and nedidng this the prominent and

ot in the stedy, hos eneed the oeperal

R o
falure in these branches of instruction.  This has occa-
stoned the general repugnanee to the study of Grammar
and of Rhietorie, and to exercises in Composition. Such is
the Tecitimate effect of this unnatural method of procedure.
Thoneht is the organic vital clement of language and of
diseonrse, that has determined  the  forms of words, their
Kinels, their uses; that has determined the structure of the
gentence, its form, and the relations of its parts. The étudy
of Lanamre aud the study of Rhictorie, as well as all exer-
cises in Composition, or in the construction of discourse
cenerallyy <hould, therefore, be grounded in the thought.
The forms of thought must be known before the forms of
Loreaere fnowhich they are to be embodied ean be kuown.
Leaiiming with the thought, and procecding from that to
the forms which are furnished in Lguage for the suitable

cmbudiment of the thought, we preseed naturally, casily,
! b
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v PREFACE.

satisfactorily, because every step is in intelligence and in
order.  We understand why we are to use this form of
expression and not that. For the study of a foreign lan-
guage, the analytic method, which is the one generally in
use, is the suitable method; for the object of the study is to
learn how to educe the thought from the form of words in
which it is embodied.  But in the study of one’s own
tongue, the commanding object is to learn not how to get
the thought out, but how to put the thought into language;
and it is against nature to begin with the study of words,
of style. I'or one who speaks Lnglish, to study the Gram-
mar of the Lnglish language according to the method of
our common systems of Grammar, is most unnatural.

A leading peeuliagity of this work is, accordingly, that it
develops the whole art of Cowposition, the whole science
of Grammar, from the thonght. It begins, ever, with the
forms of the thought, and then inquires for the forms
which the English language, under the guidance of thought,
has furnished for the expression of these forms of thought.

The fundamental distinction between thought itsclf and
the matter of thought, between thinking and that of which
we think, so essential to all correct thinking and speaking,
yet so generally obscured or ignored, is definitely drawn
and maintained throughout.  This distinetion solves some
of the most serions difficulties that present themselves in
gramatical studies, sueh as those that oceur in the treate
mend of the verl s in the distribution of modifying clements
in th: sentence; in the diserimination of prepositions and
conjunctions.

Next, the broad distinction Detween the object of which
we thiuk, aud that which we think of it, — the distinction
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between the subject and the predicate, and the various forms
of words, of modifying clements, of verbal expression gen-
crally, growing out of this distinction, is definitely pre-
scuted and recognized everywlhere throughout the entire
develepment of the work.  This is another vital distinction
in Grummar which is but dimly recognized in existing
treatizes. ITence the classification of subject-words and of
predicate-words, the distinetions of nouns and of adjectives,
liave heen very obscure, arroncous, and altogether unsutis-
fretory.

The study of Janguage as a historieal product and growth
is recent « and systems of Iluglish Grammar, in general use,
have had little regard to the clranges that have Leen taking
place in our language. Ilence, forms of expression have
been condemned as irvegular, which yet are legitimate Eng-
lish ; other forms have bLeen allowed, beeause in general
use, but Ieft unexplained ; and still others approved that are
in direet opposition to the very genius of the language.
This treatise has been elaborated in the light of our carliest
literature, and of its history onward. A large and impor-
tant work, it is allowable to remark in this conncetion, yet
remiing to be done in the historical interpretation of our
Linguage and literature.

Tn the construction of this work, morcover, the most dili-
gent care has been taken to be guided by the strictest
method throughout.  Method is of far more importance in
carly training than matter — the mode of study than what
is studied.  Right methods of thinking are of the first con-
sequence to all mental growth.  Especially is it of impor-
tance that the mind in training should be habituated to a

stcady growth —to a constant advance and progress, in
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