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PREFACh. 

rece.11 orig . . 1 ol . 

WJt islanding se\·ernl were published on thi s 

>ubject during the hist century, yet be ing designed more 

<'~pccially for the rcdvRnccd student, they were for a long 

l ime c hi efly confined to the higher institutions of learn­

rng , And indeed it was thrm too generally conceded 

l li at only in such institutions should the advantagt' s 

a ri sing from thi s study lie c11joyed. The spirit of im­
provement, howeYc r, so s ignally characteristic of th C' 

prrsent age, has produced a radical change of opiniou 

11 po11 this subject, wltich li:ts finally r esulted in th e. in. 

lroduction of thi s important branch of elementary sci enc" 
inf o most of om common schools. It is, however, much 

to be regrrtl cd that the adnptation of the various tex!­
l>O\)ks to tJrn wa nts and capaciti es of youth, has nut kept 

pn ce with_t,:,h;.;e~~~~~~..;.:,:,;;.;.;:;;;;.;.;..:.:.::.:.:::.. 



.PREFA('F:. 

So far as a s imilarity exists between the Engli~h a11d 
learned languages, it is proper to noti ce such rese m. 

IJlance; yet we deem it inexpedient to subje ct t!ie 

.English scholar to the task of committ ing to memory 

the pe rplexing technicalities of other languages, until he 
~hail ha Ye become acquainted with the eJezne ntary j'rin­
<:ipl es of our own. 

The author has endeavored to fo ll ow the gu idance ol 

nature in the presentation oft.hi s suhj cct to the 111i11d of 
th e pupil. The plan laid clown is th e rc•su lt of long 

practice and continued in1cestigation; a lm o13t his entirr 

atte nti on h:wing been de.-otcd lo the teaching of thi s 
~ulijec t., for several years past. 

The first part of the work here prese nted to th e puiJ. 
lie, conta ins. 1 fpn11 th e rw.-

··cssity of some exercise of thi s 11aturc, the author will 

11nt enl arge. It is suffic ient to say that it h:ls been 

adoptrrl, and indeed is 1rnw considered i11des pc!1 !"ahly 

rcqt1 i.eite by th e most distinguished educationi sts of our 

•:ou11t ry. Many plans for lenching Orn! Gnw unar hav e 

•:nme under the obscrvntion of I.Ir e author, of whi ch tht' 
n11tlinr. laid down in this treatis•', has liee11 t!t c 1nn •t s•1c-
1:1·,sful. The lessons arc g iven not: so much wi th th e 

" :q lectation that the pupils ,.,-ill he required to me111 ori ze 

the prec ise questions and answers there introduced: !iut 

rnlher as a plan, which, being modi!i ed accordin g to the 

di sc retion of the teacher, may, ns the author beiieYc s. 
hr. made highly interest ing nnd lienelicirtl. 

The second part of' th e work treats of th e nature, 

cli1·isicms, and modifications of tltc~'l•llJ!~--~!!Ye 

P REFACE • V·: 

The pupil having been previously acquninted with a. gen-­

era! practica.l view of the Engli sh language, is now led to 

investigate the theory of its constrnction. It is nnneces­

~ary in a work of this s ize to enter upon a di scnssion ol' 

the points of difference now existing between the nri .. 

ous compilers on this subject. A diversity of opinion 
must. and will exist on Yery many questions pertaining 

to English Grammar. Leaving such points of co11tro-­

" ersy to he decided by t.h e teacher, the author has cr11-. 
tented himself by submitting the subject-matte r, unem­

cumbered with discuss ions of this nature. 

· The third pn.rt of' thi s work embraces thcl•••.,. 
On this sul~ject much ernlmn·it ~~men l 

and perplexity ltaYe heen ex perienced 11y lJoth tc;tchrr 

:uul ~cholar. If th ere is any t.hing t.hrrt ttrntl :;: to di s­

coura ge the yonng lerrrner in the study nf' E nglish 

w 

en The author he! ievcs t li:lf: t weh•' 

rnles of Syntrrx, rightly u11clerstood, a re ~ 11ffic i r nt to rnlrn 
or ex plain any grammatical sentence in om la11 g1mge. 

A system of' Critic ism for the co rrect ion of l"ahr. < ~ram 
~-mar, i"s annex ed to th e rules. . ~ --~ -+"'·' ~ :<':41 

iw••·····c~·he notes, in gcncrn l. cn11 ta.in 
t.he principle by which the correct ion shou ld lie mad<>, 

although it is w ell to require the pupil to_ pron~ il c. 

:idaptation by references to previous rules Pr not,,s. 



PllF:F .lf'E. 

The aulhor haR rxr:lnrl <'d Rll.)' Plliargrd trralis <' ,Dll \he 

:'11hjecl" ol'Orl hograp l1 .v and Hhctor ie, each of whil'li i .· 

no i i 1.au,!! hl ;is a. scicncr sl' parntc fro1u E11g lish 1; raJ11-
u;:~ r. 

Ha\'ing aimed t.o present the subject of wh irh Ji,. 
'r:ats in an easy mann.:r aud <'1rnei1-e fo n11 , awl l1c lit'1·i 11 " 

' hts 1i·urk lo li.1' in .su 11ie m c:1s11re. adaJ>li•d 111 thp \\';in ' ~· 
"i lllf• District ;;chooJ., , ii.' cla im< 
rnittelf tt, lhl' public li.1 

an' H ' Sj ll 'f 'lltJ !h ·'" I,. 
THE Al ''l'l!OI{ 
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