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2. \Vhen he hac1 1n~rched three days throu?:h their territories 
he (ound out from ca pti\·es that the river Sabis was not more 
than ten miles distant from his camp: across this river the 
Nervii had encamped.-C&SAR: Callie War. 

In both ot the:se the punctuation should he made Eng­
ii:sh all(l the sentence,; diYic.led :lccording to the English 
Lt:>hion. Cntii thi s is dune, the translator has IH...t fin­
ished his task, and has i.;iw·n us somcthin;.; th:lt is 
neither Latin nor Eng-lisb. 

82. Translation-English.- T 11 the preceding- ex:lmples, 
the fault is cl early one of idiom. In the f.,1Jowini,: 
ex tract:>, one cannot s:-iy definite ly that there is an error 
in idiom. Yet the translation of Latin into English 
pronouns without <1uc regard for the fact that in 
Latin the terminations make the sense clear, comes 
\· cry near to producing unidiomatic English. The 
student should always take care to translate Latin pro­
nouns so that his English will he perfectly clear, cnn 
if many or all of the pronouns of the orig-inal must 
1~· ive way to no1111s or circumlocutory phra ses. 

The greatness of my client "s we::tlth was shvwn. \Yi thin 
four <lays from the time when these things happened, the news 
\\·as l>roug!tt to Chrysogonus in the camp of Lucius Sulla ut 
Vultcrrt-c. 'l'lte greatness of his* wealth was shown; the fer­
ti lity of his estate (for he left thirteen farms, and almost all 
1H)rdcre<1 on the rI'iber) ant1 the J;\ck ,,f re~ources .a nd isolatiun 

.,[ my c lient t were pointed out. He who had been very needy 
on his own estate w::ts very extravagant on another's. 

In translating from French, the student must avoid 
the French custom of usin g 3 clash for quotation 
marks, of \\Titing incomplete sentences, and of para­
graphing alm os t every sentence. These customs are 
correct in French, incorrec t in English. Examples 
of the use of the dash inste ad of quotation marks are 

*Whos"? 

··:...~~:;;;;-
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found in many of the unauthorized translatiu11s ui" the 
French novelists. A s an example of the second error . 
the common French phrase Qut' faire will sen·e . This 
should become in En g lish," \Vhat were we (or " \\·as 

he " or "r ") to c1o?" To illnstratc the third t>rror 
noted above, the following translation is given : 

In the early part of March, in the year 1841, I was traveling­
in Corsica. 

There are few journeys so picturesque aud so agreeable. 
Starting from Toulon you reach Ajacc io in twenty hours. or 

Bastia in twenty-four. 
Once there, a horse is readily hired fo r five francs a clay, 

or purchased for fifty, and this h orse, in spite of the smallne-;s 
of the price, will, like the famous mare of the Gascon, which 
jumped from the Pont Neuf into the Seine, be more serviceable 
than a French racer. 

Over bridges, on which Auriol would have needed a balance· 
pole, aud through by-ways to which Balmah would have clung 
with hooks, it passes in safety. 

As to the danger, the traveler has but to close his eyes, an<l 
let the animal follow his own sweet will; it is the horse"s business 
to be careful, not his. This horse, moreover, ca n not only climb 
anything, but is further capa ble of accomplishing about fifteen 
lea"ucs a (}::ty without any demand for food or drink. 

From time to time, when the tr:l\"eler stops to examine some 
old feudal castle, or t11 sketch a rttin e d tower, the horse will t:":at 

a little grass, nil1blc a tree, or lick a moss-covered stone, nn<l be 
perfectly satisfied.-DU~IAS: llu· Cvrs ira11 /Jrofht'rs. 

From the point of view of good English, the impor­
tance of avoiding in translation slavish adherence to 
the original can hardly be overestimated. No one 
can consistently translate good Latin or French or 
German into bad English without losin~ almost all of 
his imperfect command of his native toni;:ue. Class 
translations, like all others, should be, firs t and for e­
mo st , English . Then, and only then, is there a le~it­

imate chance to bring- the translation into exact con-
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blames it. Thus they wish the fortunes c.f a perfectly innocent 
man, and the deed o f a most excellent general to be con­
demned. Therefore the life of Cornelius, the deed of Pompey 
is called to trial. You grant that this man was born of a very 
honora ble family in that state in which he was born, and from 
his youth up laying aside e\·erything else, he spent his time 
in our wars, and with our commanders, and was absent from 
no task, no siege, an d no battle. All these things are no t only 
full of praise but also the peculiar traits of Cornelius, nor is 
there any blame in these things. Whence therefo re is the 
charge? Because Pompey gaYe him over from the state. A 
charge against this man? Surely, least of all, unless honor is 
to be com;idered a disgrace . Against whom therefore? In 
actual fact against no one, but in the argu ment of the accuser 
against him alone who did the giving-. If he, led on by influence, 
had gained over his reward a less worthy man, nay even if a 
good man, but not so deserving; if, finally he said that some­
thing had been done not contrary to what was allowed, but con ­
trary to what was fitting, neYertheless all blame of this kind, 
ought to be rejected by you, 0 judges. Now indeed, what is 
being said ? \Vhat <foes the accuser say ? That Pompey has 
clone what was not a llowed him? This is more wei g hty than 
if he said that that had been done by him which was not 
fitting. For there are some things which are not fitting, even if 
they are allowed. Hut whatever is not allowed, certainly is not 
htting.-CICRRO: /Jalbus. 

2. Four years passed. 
Dcruchette approached her twenty-first year and was never 

married. 
Someone has written somewhere: A fixed idea, it is a gimlet. 

Each year it causes itself to penetrate by o ne turn. If someone 
wishes to draw it 0L1t for us the first year, he must tear our 
hair; the second year he must tear our skin; the third year he 
must break ou r bones; the fourth year he must rip out the 
brain. 

Gilliatt was in that fourth year. He had no t yet said a word 
to Deruchette. He dreamed of that charming girl. That was 
all. 

It h a<l happened once, finding himself by chance at Saint 
Sampson, he had seen Deruchette talking with LethieJTy before 
the door which openetl upon the embankment of the quay. 
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C;illia.tt had dared to approach \·en· near. l le helie\·ed it to he 
sure thnt at the moment he had passed she had smile<l. There 
was noth ing of the impossible in that. 

Deruchette heard alwavs from time to time the bag-pipe. 
That bag-pipe. Mr. Lethierry he als<> heard it. He hacl ended 

hv rem ark ing that music u 1H1er the windows of Deruchette. 
'l;he mu sic tender, the circumstances aggnwntin g . A gallan t 
noctu rne was not to h is tas te .- VICTOR H uco: The Toilers af 

the Sea. 

H. Criticise specifically the following extracts: 
I. H e granted to the Aedui asking- that they might place the 

Ruii in their borders: to whom he gave lands, an(l whom th..-_1· 
received afterwards into eq ual nn1dition of l'ight an<l of lil>erlv 
as they them selves were. 

2 . The gas having been turnell down, he stumbled ai>nul iu 

the darkness. 
3 . That mu sic, h e had often heard it. 
4. He tlrew near, softly. lie walh:ll o n tiptoe. Ile fc-ared 

to startle the stranger in his perilous position. Caution at first. 

then a sud<lcn movement. That was what he deemed to be of 

necessity. 
5. Oq.:etorix was by far the m ost noble and richest aJJwng­

the Helvt>tii. He, ll!arcus Messala antl Marcus Piso beinK con­

suls , induced by desire of the kingdom, made a conspiracy nf 

the nobility. 
7. Celia entreated for Rosalind. 

/. Comment on the idiom of the followinl,!" extracts: 
l. Chalmers's treatise is, as to eloquence , surpassingly beau-

tiful.-MRS. BROW!'ING: Letters. 
2. The weather having been warm for several days, the 

streets were deep in slush. 
3. Colonel Turner expects that permission will be granted 

to begin the eight-mile march to the place of embarkation, 
Ringgold, at 6 o'clock, thus being enabled to take advantage of 
the cool of the morning. In any case it is likely the men, their 
tents be ing packed in the wagons ready for ins tant departure. 
will bivouac beneath the trees tonight, which, despite the chill 
of the h ours before dawn and the heavy dews, many of them 
have been doing of late from choice, rather than sleep packed 
together in the crowded tents. 

• ii 







224 CO~IPOSITIQ)l' AND RHETORIC . 

the sentence as a part of some other word. The sen­
tence should read, " and often go t a good many nuts." 
Often, as in, " I never have gone there and never 
shall," the part of the \"erb used is made to do duty 
fo r another and ,,·holly different p:ut Here, the only 
form of the \' e rb we ha,·c a right to understa nd is 
"h " b " ave gone ; nt shall have g o ne th e re " would be 
non sense . The sentence shonlu be, "I never have 
gone th ere , an d ne ver shall go there ." i\ third variety 
of this erro r consists in the o miss ion o f a phrase (usu­
ally a preposit ional phrase ). "He g reets everyone 
with the same pleasant s mile he greets us," should 
be , "He greets CYery one with the same pleasant smile 
with whi ch he greets us." Errors o f this sort are 
manifold. 

4 . "ll'liic/1," llSt'd wiflt a jJ/irnsc or a clause as ifs anle­
ceden f.- So me goou authors make •·which " r efe r to 
a phrase o r a clause as its antecedent, but the best 
u sage is against this practice. "\Ve all greeted him, 
which he returned," is incorrectl y written fo r, "\Ve all 
greeted him, and he retu rned ou r salute ." "Sir R oger 
inquired after his servants , which was taken as a hint 
that he \\'an ted to sec them at church next Sunday," 
sh oul<l be, " Sir R oger inquirc<l after hi s servants , an 
inquiry which was taken as a hint th a t he wanted to 
sec them at church next Sunday." The student will 
eas ily recall the many \\'Ords - " a fact," 11 a thing," 
11 

a process," e tc.- which will fill out th e gap in such 
constructions . 

5. Co!loq11ial use vi 
11 

so" and " sud1 ."- Certain sen­
tences, proper enough in sueech, arc too incomplete 
to pass muster among the more careful forms com­
monly used in \\Titing. Chief among- these errors are 
the exclamatory sentences in which th e adverbs "so" 
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and " such " are used without a 
11 

that " clause to com­
plete the meaning. The careful person will not usu­
ally write, 

11 

He is such a loafer," or, "Milton loved 
only the sublime and his ideals are so high"; he will 
wr ite, 11 He is such a loafe r that no o ne respects h im ," 
and, " Milton loved only the sublime, and his ideals are 
so high that o nly the fe w can love him ." 

85. Faults from Using Too Many Word.s.-1. The "comma 
b/1111dcr."- The 

11 

comma blunder," the fault of writing 
two complete sentences a s one, is quite as serious an 
error a s writing sentences which lack subject or predi­
cate . 

11 
H e was a religious man, we see th is from the 

subjects he wrote on," contains two <listinct and gram­
m atically complete thoughts-that is, two sentences -
and the comma sho uld give way to a semicolon or a 
period, accord in g to the comparative closeness o f rela­
tion th e writer wi shes to g-ive the two statements.* 

2. !disuse of 
11 

n11d."-" And" frequently intrudes in 
such a manne r as to spoi l the construction o f a sen­
tence. The commonest form of the error is the 

11 

and 
which " construction. Dryden, fo r instance, wri tes, 

11 

I 
ha<l the presumption to dedicate tu your lordship a 
very unfini shed pi ece, I confess, alll1 which only -f can 
be excused by the lit tle expe ri e nce of the author." 
Here 11 and" is superfluous. But if the sentence 
read s, 11 I had the p resumpti on to ded icate tu yo ur lonl­
ship a p iece of \\'Ork \\'hich is ver y unfin ished, and 
\\"hi ch can be excused only by the li tt le experience o! 
the auth or, " "and " is rightly employed, because it 
connects two statements of equal grammatical rank. 

3. Dvu.bk subjed and objcd.-The sentence , "John, 
who was here just no w, he went to town to huy a hat," 

• See :-;ection 24. 
t I s the po sition of un ly ril{lit? 
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is a gross example of an er ror only too common in 
the work of carel ess writer s - the u se of a double 
subject. In the second of the fo llowing sentences 
occurs the s imi lar fault of the use of a double object: 

Jn the sa me manner did these yonn R adders attempt to bite 
be fo re th e ir fan gs were in being . The d am , howe ve r, was 
fu r nis he<l with very formidable ones , wliid1 we lifted up (for 
t hey fold <lown when uot u setl ) , and cut I /inn o tf with th e point 
of ou r sc issars.-GJLIJEKT \\'H ITE: ,\ '11/11ra! /fis/01y of Sdbor11r . 

86. Faults in Case.- 1. .Ni11111s.- In English, o bYious 
mistakes in the case of nouns arc rare, because th e only 
ch:rnge in for m is the change that indicates the posses­
s i\·e . Still, there arc two commo n errors. The first 
consists in the use of a participial noun as if it were a 
participial adjecti\·c. "Julia's mother does not approve 
of Julia g o ing to college," really says, "does not 
approve o f her during the time she is travel in g to the 
college." In that case, " going" is a n adjective, and the 
sentence , though ambi g uous, is g rammatically correct. 
But the writer undoubtedly meant, "does not approve 
o f the fact that Julia is to go to colleg-e." In that case, 
"going" is a Ycrbal noun, and "Julia" should be the 
p o ssessi\·c noun (i . e., the ad jcct i\·c) "Julia"s ." Simi­
larly, "There is dan ger of him mi ssi ng- th e train, " 
should be, "There is dan ge r of his missing the train ." 
Scan partic ipia l c<•nstruct ions card11lly to sec \\'hethcr 
the questionable \\'u rd is a verb, an adjective, or a 
noun . 

The second common error consists i11 using- the 
possessive fo rm in " 's " \\'hen the possessing object is 
not animate. To speak of " the house' s roof," " the 
hat' s top," "the steamer's captain," "New York's 
mayor ," am o unts to a weak personification of the 
inanimate nouns, a nd violates the recognized principle 
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that in English, when speaking of inanimate objects, 
the genitive with " of" is to be used in preference to 
the possess ive with "'s." Say "the roof of the 
house," etc. 

2. Pronouns. - The English pronoun has s till e nough 
inflection to produce frequent errors in the cases of 
pro nouns. The un educated man usually says, " l\le and 
him is here." The half-educated fr equently says cor­
rectly, " Between yon and me," and th e n, fearful of 
havin g made a mis take, shifts hurriedly to "Between 
you and I." Even the educated m an frequently puts 
a pronoun in the wrong case, because he forgets for 
the moment its relatio n to the othe r words in the 
se ntence . S o , " IE I \\'as he " * becomes th e incor­
rect, " If I was h im," because the speaker forgets that 
the predicate nom inati \·e agrees in case with the sub­
ject. A gain , >ve often read sentences li ke, " I could 
not punish the b oy , who I saw to he a cri pple, ., because 
the writer forgets that the relative is here the subject 
of the infinitive "to be" and so should be in the objec­
tive case. \Vh cn in doubt about the case of a pronou n. 
consider its re lation to the verb or the preposition 
wi th which it belongs. 

87. Faults in Number.- l. ,·/dja/in·s. - That there 
sh ould be an agreement in number between noun and 
verb, everyone who has lcarncll anything of g-ramrnar 
knows . The re would be an equally strikin;;; agreement 
bct\\"ee n adjecti\·es and nouns if \N C had in E nglish any 
great b ody of infl ected adjectives. But the English• 
adjectiye al most never varies to express a change in 
number; hence many forget that "this" and " that " 
are sing·ular, "these " and "those, " plural. Accord­
ing-ly, "these kind " and "those kind" arc wrongly 

•NOTE.- " If l wen: he ·· is bett e r. ~ec sectio n BR. 3. 
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10. Tho light see med tn go out of hi s eyes and leave th en\ 
like stale o p a ls .- 1\:1 l 'LL'<G : 7!1c 5ffo11d Ju11g fc- /Jook. 

11. The fog- was clrin~n apart for a momen t , and the sun 
sh one , a blood -rctl wafer, on the water.- h:1rLI NG : f'f 11 i11 Tald 
from the 1-fiffs. 

12. The aftermath of the dns l storm came 11p and drove us 
down -wind like picc('S '"° paper. -J111u. 

13. B11t the walls \•:ere m a clc of scree ns o f ma r ble tracery -
1Je:111ti f11l, milk-wh ite fre twor k, set with agates ancl ca rne li ans 
:111tl jasper a11cl b p is l:1z11li , ancl as the m<><• ll came 11p beh in d 
the h ill it sh o ne tlirough the openwo rk, ca s t ing sh aclows on the 
grou nd like bla ck- ,-e h-e t e mbro idery. - h:JPLJ'\G: Thr J 1111g /1·­

Hook . 
14. The feeling of unh a ppi ness he had neve r known before 

covered him a s wat e r covers a log. - KTPLING: /he Second 
J11 11g!e-Book . 

J. Comment on th e appropri ateness or the inap­
propriateness of the d iction in these quotations: 

l. The 011t,,·ard e\"iclenccs of a th irst for Am eri ca n gore are 
not so marked as they \\·ere . The 11tter wil l ingness o f t he 
United States to accept the c:-trliest oppo rt11nity of se ttling the 
C l11>:1n <[lH.:s ti on wit h hard gloves hns t h rown l:lrg t! intelli ge nce 
in to the hang-hty ;\IHI hating Castilians. 

2. lt is quit e li ke ly that , du ri11g- th e prog ress o [ the p rese nt war, 
there wi ll l.oe e11tin: ly ne w t-x pni<:nces in th e character nnd trea t ­
ment o f the wo unds inllictcd in battle a s compare d with th ose 
of thirt y years a go. Since tha t tim e, the dcstruc ti\·e machinery 
<>[ the IJattlcJi c ld has bee n brought to such a degree of pe rfection 
in regard to dis tan ce o f ran ge , a cc ura cy o f aim, and po wer of 
penetratio n, th at the pe rcentage of such as m ay 1·cceive sligh t 
"·ou1Hls, fro m whi ch recovery n1ay be possible, will be exceed ­
in g ly small in propo rtion to such as are des tined t~ lie kill ed 
<•U tr ight . lt will I.Jc :l question of w holesale slaughter, in which 
the winner can sho\\- the greatest a rn o'1nt uf annihilation in the 
shortes t poss ible t ime. T he mill tha t has th e !Jest grinding 
power will be the firs t to recci ,-e the pr ize . The ga me is to he 
played wit h stakes in job lots . It is to be a wholesale business 
entire ly , the mere retail exhibitions of pe rsonal bra\·ery, individ­
ual tact, o r military gen ius being virtu al ly unnecessa ry for the 
desired on<l. T he bo.;t equip ped machine sh o p wi ll turn out t he 
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most goods. Hence It will be impossible to estimate the a rn•.,1n1 
of damage that may be done or the number of lives that may be 
sacrificed . 

3 . It is due to Neighbor Diaz [President Diaz o f Mexico] to 
say that he is not taking advan tage of this unpleasan tness [the 
Spanish-American ' Var] to throw any garbage over the line 
fence. 

4. It look s as if Mr . Williamson had succeeded in m oving the 
Senato r's keep-off-the-grass sig n ~everal ya rds further ba c k. 

5 . It is not good p olicy to un derrat e th e Spanish war vessels . 
When thorough ly r itl o f the odor o f garlic, they m:-ty m a ke 
serviceable additions to the United States n1tvy. 

6. If England and Uncle Sam ever tlo join ha nds and circle 
to the left, they will lead the rest o f the world a lively dan ce. 

7. There seems to be a no tion abroad th a t the Un ited S tates 
cannot hold the Monroe doctrine and a vigorous foreign policy 
at the same time. The America n eagle, let it be understood, has 
two c la ws , not to mentio n a sen·iceable bea k. 

8 . A very good touch in the line of p a thos is the b oy' s isri e f 
over t he dead bird . 

9 . There is one day when all things are tired, and the ve ry 
smel ls , :-ts they drift on the heavy air, are old and used . One 
canno t e xplain this, but it feels so. Then there is anothe r d:-ty­
to the eye not hing whatever ha~ chan g('d - whe n all the smells 
are ne w and delig htful, an<.l the whiskt.'rs of th e Jungle l'e<>ple 
quiver to their roots, and the winter hai r comes aw a y fro m their 
sides in lo ng, dragglecl loc ks. The n, pe rh aps, a little rain falls, 
and th e trees and the bushes and the lrnmboos and the m vsst"s 
and the juicy-leaved plants wake w ith :l no ise uf growing tha t 
you can almost hear, and under thi s no ise runs, day and ni gh t, 
a deep hum. That is the n o ise o f the spring- a vibrati ng boom 
which is ne ithe r bees, nor fallin g wate r, nor the wind in tree 
trips, but the purring of the warm, happy world.- KIPl.INt;: 
The Second J1111.r:le -Book. 

10 . A very fascinating b:-tckgrouncl it was , and held a great 
deal, th oug h so tiny. l\!eaclo wland came first, se t with fl owers, 
blue and red like gems. Then a white rnad ran, wi th w ilful, 
unca lled- fo r loops, up a steep co nical hill, c rowned wi th towe rs , 
bastioned walls , and belfries; and down the road the little knights 
came riding , two and two. The hill on one side descended to 
water, tranquil. fa r -reaching, and blu e ; and a \'cry curh · ~hip 













290 COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC. 

the term unity if we consider only sing-le sentences. 
Few writers think of the form of each statem ent at the 
moment they put it clown . Furthermore, the sentence 
is seldom an independent unit of style; it g·a ins its 
meaning by its relation to the other sentences immeJi­
atcly about it, and to the whole paragraph in which it 
stands . Roug·hly speaking·, we may say that a unified 
sentence r epresents one step in the progress of a para­
graph.* In the following· extracts, for example, each 
sentence is a clearly marked stage in the progTess of 
the thought: 

1. There is iu the goYcrnmcnt of the United States n o such 
thing as a Cabinet in the English sense of the term. But 
I use the term, ll• >t only because it is Cl1rrent in America to 
cle,;cribe the chief mini sters of t he President, but also because it 
calls attention to t he remarkable difference which exist,; betwee n 
the great o fficers of State in America and the similar officers 
in the free countries of Europe.- BRYCE: A merit-an Cv111111011· 
w eal/Ii. 

2. I ha,·e obsen·ed that a reader seldom peruses a book with 
pleasure till he knows whether the writer of it be a blackt or a 
fair man, of a mild or c hole ri c disposition, married or a bache­
lor, with other particu lars of the like nature , that conduce yery 
m11 e h lo the rig-lit unders tanding o( an author. Tu gratify 
this L:llriusity , whi c h is so natural lo a n:adl'r, I c!L-sig-n this paper 
and 111y next as prefato ry discourses to my followin;; writings, 
and shall g-ive some accouut in them ,,f the several persons that 
arc cn."agetl in this wo rk. i\s the chief troul>lc of compiling, 

* :'\n rE. - lt must be rem embered that freque nt!)· writers u se th e short 
Sl'nlt.: 11l.:e fur some speci al purpose, such as rapidity o r empliasis. Tht.· follow­
in.L!" extract is a l·ase in point. Yd thi...; l1anlly dl· s troys th e force o f til e rule: 
"~o feature in til e KOvc rnui c 11t of t h1,; L' nit..:1l States has a\Vak1 !n e ,1 su llllH..: li 

;.,;uriu!'!il )' in the l·:uropcan mind , catt sL·d so 111 11d 1 disc uss ion, recekl·d so 

llllll.: h adm iration, <lllll bel'n more frequently misun ckrst1,nJ, than the dut ies 
a ssi;..:'tll.:J to till~ Suprcnw Cou1·t anLl tlie funl'.li1Jns whkh it discharJ:CS in 
~uarding- the a1·k of th e Constit u ti on. Yt.:t th L• re is rcallr no myste r y about 
th e mattl:r. It is no t a novel dcdi...:c. I t is not a complica ted device. It is th e 
~ i1np lcs t thin;;: in the world if npproachcd from the riJ.!ht side ."-13RYCt::: 

t Dark-complexioned. 

I 
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digesting and correcting will fall to my share, I must (]o myself 
the justice to open the work with my own history.-Annrso:-.: 
The Spectator. 

105. Unity of Form.- \Ve now pass from the question 
of the content of the sentence to the question of its 
form. Except where a sentence is a compound one, 
containing two or more ideas of exactly equ:tl impor­
tance, to preserve unity one idea must be matle more 
important than the othe rs. In a perfectly unified sen­
tence th e re may be a doz.en different statements, hut if 
the writer knows just what he wishes to say, there will 
be.eleyen subordinate ones and one main one. Cole­
rid;,;c saicl th at h e coulll t ell the uncllucatefl from the 
educated man by the fact that in the sentences of the 
former all the thoughts had equal i mportancc . In­
stances of tbis fault can he found in most ne\\'spapers 
alHl them es. " Shelley was passionate by nature and 
this is shown in his p oetry," is properly o ne sentence; 
yet it is not unified. \Ve must make vnc uf the clausc:s 
subordinate. "That Shelley was passionate by nature 
is shown by his poetry," is unified. Again, "She 
r oved among- th e fl o wery fields and m eadows with her 
little playmates, ancl she passed a pleasant life ," is uf 
dubious unity. "Ro\·ing- among the flowery fields and 
m eadows with her littl e playmates, she passed a pleas­
ant life," is of undoubted unit y . A longer example 
will be useful, fur in short sentences there is little 
chance for errors uf this kind: 

Nelson tl(l\V na:t tht: Spanish-+l.eetoff Cape St. Vinl·1.:nt. and iii 

the engagcm.::nt th,tt follo11·nl he saw that th e Spanish sho1,-cd 
sig-ns of re treat ing , so he dis<Jbeyed orders an<l engaged four of 
the e nem y at once, and the English were victorious. 

This sentence 1s strikin g ly deficient in unity. yet 
everything in it may properly be said in one sentence, 

'. 
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provided the writer makes cl ear which is th l: le ading­
ide:<, to which the various details contribute. In t"hl: 
following- form that is done : 

In the eng-agernent that follo1•:ed Nelson's m eet ing ll'ith the 
Spanish fl eet off Ca pe St . Vincent, Nelson, seeing that thC' Span­
ish sho\\'ecl signs (Jf re treating . clisohc·1·etl orders, engaged f,,ur 
o( the 1::nemy at once, :rnrl came off victorio us . 

Study of the followin;,; extracts \\'ill r e infu t-cl: the 
statement made aho\•e - th~tt to give the principal idea 
a suborclin:<te form destroys unity. 

1. IIis shiftless 11·a1·s an- I . Frn111 th e lir,.;t his sh ift-
n"ycd her fr,.m th e fir s t. a nd 

at the en d thl'y tlo n"t c"nie 
into each other's prcscnce any 
H1ore th ~n is 111.:cc~~a ry . 

2. T hroughout h is novels 
Scott p o rtrays w ith nclmi r:1ble 
f• >rce nn<l tire th e knight's 
thirs t for IJallle, arnl this es· 
p ecia lly plcasecl me in han­
hoc . 

3. Then the so und of a gun 
broke the si lc...:1H; e 1 a11cl ou r tl H: n 

knew that thcy had l1een clis­
co \·ercd , and the ,,· ,u- ning-sh nut 

uf the sentry on i\l'orro's walls 
could e a sily be heard. 

4. 

h.:ss ways so ;tnnoyc.:d hc...:r qiat, 
at the end , t ill'y dq llul co111e 

into each other's presvnce any 
oftc11cr than i:-; u ecc.-:s :try . 

2 . The f1.rce and lire, w ith 
\\'hich Sc·ott in all hi s no1·els 

portrays th e kn ig ht's thirst fo r 
ktttlc . 11·as w hat L'spec·ially 
pil'aSt·d m e in ll·anh•>C. 

3. Th c: n ou r men, hearing 
the S1">11 nd .,f a gun and the 
\\'arnin g sil~•ut cif the se ntry on 

~rorr .. 's walls, knew that they 
we re d i~covcn.: d. 

4. :\aturally, since 1n y fir s t 
standard aulh<•rs in my read- ch\Jice .,[ reading matte r was 
ing throughou t the hi :-: h school, <lirc' ct<:d tu\1·ard the s larnl:tnl 
hec:tllse my c hoiee of rca<lin g atJthurs, I fo llo\\'ed th em all 
matt<:r 11·as fir s t dirl'l'led that thn>t1 gh my high sc h •><il reacl-
\\'ay, and at the en d of the -· i11g, until al the end of the fou r 
four yc:trs l 11·a,; very tired c•f 
the " IJ1111drcd Hes t Ho<>k s ." 
I w:inte<l variety, and there ­
fore I wandere d from the 
h t·aten path, and it 111tJst IJe 

said that th e h y· ll'a rs :ire 

years I \\'as tired of the" l!tJn­
dred l\est ll• 1<>l<s." I n sea rc h 
of 1· aril'ty, I wandered from 
the f>e :<ten path, to be re ­
w:irdetl wic i1 the disc"very thal, 
aftL·r a lung L'( 1ur:-, .. · u f :--.tandanl 
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"fkn mure i11 lc'rc,;ti11g than the 
d1rcc1 l'<>:td, fur kw will deny 
t hat after rc:-t <1lng- a long ser ies 

, •f standard 11·o rks one may 
find un!Jound~Ll L1cliglit in ..i\n­

th nny ll npe, l'r1nan I >ny!c , and 
.I n!e -; \ -L'rlle. 

rearlin g , one often finds the l1y­

\v;.1ys n1on.: i11ter<:sting tlia11 tile 

direct road , a11d gi1·cs t•l J11ies 
\'en1e, c,nlall J)uylc, a:a! . .\ 11· 

th1111y l! opc , tlic att(·nti(Jll lh.: 

refu ~es to Jane Au~tt:'ll :ind 

( ~ e11 r g-e E liot. 

106. Compound Sentence3 Often Destructive to Unity.- ­
Exam inati"ll of thl! examples citccl under unity pf 
fo rm rc ,·ea ls l\\· o facts: first, tlw L'ompoun<l often gi,·es 
w:t y tn th e cri111plex C(>11structiull; sec<>lldly," atH1" and 
"hut," comm< 1tl in the ttn -unifi l! d sullcnces, arc rare 
in the unified onL'S. Long- cumpoun<l scntcncTs, \\·hi ch 
<ll'pc nd lo r connccti\·es chiefly o n "lrnl" and "and, " 
arc pro ne to lack unity. Some se nknccs must, uf 
course, from the nature of the thou~ht, be cumpo und. 
hut many may pro perly he l'hanged from curnpound 
to complex statemcnb. The simplest <.1cYicc fur m:tk­
i11;,:· a comp uncl sentence complex is the use of a subor­
diu :tk clattsl:. "I h:l\·e a dug, and he is :1 g·ood hunter, 
ancl l fo ll ow him into the woods \\·ith pleasure," bd..:s 
unit y. "I haH: a dog- who is so b:."<HI :t hunter tli:tt 
I follow him into the ,,·uoc1s with pleasure," is unified. 
, \ second de,·ice is the use (>f p:1rt ir_·ipi:il phrasr_·s. If \IT 

s uppl y a p:ll'ticipial c1,nstrnctioll ill the :1\11..:\\·:inl, dis­
jointed statement. "ITe \\·as a had lll<lll. aml I l..:nc\Y be 
was, and so l left him to hi s own de\•ices ," it become~ 
till: unified statement , " l\:11011·i11;.: him lo 11c a 1>:1d m:111, 
I left him to his o\\·n devicl:s." Nute, too. the 11sc of 
the prese nt participle 111 the sentence about Nelson's 
battle with the Spanish, section 105 .* 

107. Summary of Chapter. - Sentences to he clc::u- 1111:,.;t 
he units both in thoug-ht and in form. i\ Sl:ntcnce is a 

• :'\1) rE .··· In connection with this section the s tuden t i!'I Ufii!'Cd to review 
scl'l ions 26-28. 

,, 
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unit in thought when it contains but one main assertion 
and contains all that is necessary to co mple te that main 
assertion. Unity o f thought suffe rs fro m both undue 
len g th and undnc brc\·ity in the sentence. In many 
case s the questio n o f how much to put into a sentence 
must be settled by the relation of the sentence to the 
re st of the par:q,:- raph , for, as a rul e , a sente nce should 
r e pre sent one ste p in th e thonght o f the para g raph. A 
sente nce is a nnit in form ,,·hen it presents cle arly one 
main idea. T o att :iin unity of form, we must avoid 
long, rambling, compound sentences, and accustom 
ourselves to the use of clauses, participl es, and all the 
many dev ices that tran sform a compound into a com­
ple x sentence. 

Exercise XVII. 

A. 'Vhat cons titutes unity in a sentence ? Distin­
gui sh be tween uni ty of th o ug·ht and unit y o f form. 
" Tha t r e lat ion is the re be tween the leng'th and the 
nn ity o f a sentence ? 

B . \Vhat bearing o n unity has the re lation of the 
sentence to the para:;:-raph? 

C. The foll o wing sentences lack unity . Correct 
the m, stating in each case wheth er the defect is lack 
of unity of thought, o r of fo rm, o r buth: 

1. The ~e izure occurred in the breakfas t roo m, and the Ea rl 
was quickly co nveyed to his bedroom. 

2. The health o[ Lady Victoria l\l o ntag ue, daughter of the 
Du chess o f Manc hes ter, is so indiffe re nt that the l.>11chess has 
le t he r ho use on Portman S<Jliarc to the !Ju chess of R oxburghe , 
as she canno t ret u r n to En g-lnnil t1 ntil June, fro m Rerliu, whe re, 
th :rn ks to a large J\mcri can co ntingc·nt , they are having a par­
ticul a rl y gay seasi>tl. 

3 . Nor will an y one whose hea rt is in the right pla ce think 
the worse of Pre.~i<lent Loubet because h is aged and widowed 

I 
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m o the r l ives on a farn1 a nd wea rs peasant g arb , h owe ve r mu ch 
a snlljec t fo r ridi cule this may appear to t he edito r of the p rin­
cipa l m onarchi cal sheet in P a ri s , who obtained hi s firs t int roduc­
tio n t<) th e fashi onable wo rld o f the Fre nch capital as sec re tary 
an<l fac to tum to a <li s re putallle pe rso n, ancl wh o , on the la st 
occa s io n of his fi g hting a due l, first of a ll bolt e <l round the fie ld, 
his adve rsary pric k ing him in the bac k, a ncl the n , whe n finall y 
forced b y hi s seconds to fa ce his antagon ist, actually se ized the 
lat te r 's rapie r with his le ft hand and vi c iou sly jabbed his 
de fe nseless ad versar y , infli c tin g a bad, tho u g h fortuna tely not 
a dan gerous wound. 

4. The fir st spea ke r is, o f co urse, Satan, and after he fini shes 
addressing his fellow-spirits, l\loloch arises . 

5. I was proud be fore, but did not realize it, but then it 
a sserted itse lf, and before I was aware of it, a sneer wa s pa inted 
on m y face . 

6 . H o wever, I was l ittle co ncerned , as I had al\\'ays fared 
we ll , un t il o ne cl ay I sa w so me m e n a d mirin g the beautiful tree 
which bo re m e , and afte r a few words au axe was dri\·e n in to 
m y pa rent trunk, th e n the saw was applied, anrl after a whil e, 
with o ne long shudder, my mothe r pitched headlon g tu the 
earth , amid st the sho uts o f men ancl the c rashing o f brauc l1 es . 

7. The wate r h a d p ut life into th e logs , a n<! tho u g h th ei r 
limbs we re a ll a mputa ted , the y were a ye ry li n·ly se t , b ut at last 
th e ir co urse was ch ec ke el . 

S. \Vi t h the a ssistan ce o f this m a n his trunk was soon fo un tl, 
inspec te <l, checke (l, and put on top o f a cab which waited o ut­
si clc, an<! a s Paul was clr ive n thn .ugh th e c rowd e<l stree ts, th e re 
burst upo n his a s to nished sight fo r the firs t t im e a full vie w of 
Ame ri can c ity life . 

9 . H e was brought up in the Puritan traditi o ns , and he 
sh o ws thi s in all his a c ti o ns and opinions . 

10. I wo rked fa ith full y for my kind e mployer, who o ne mo rn-
ing su r prised me by making me a partner in the business . • 

11. Providence seems to h ave forced upon us a great respon ­
s ibility , ancl has no w o pened the doo r to C hina, which is no w 
m a kin g an e ffo rt to becom e more c ivili zed. 

12 . S o m e people beca m e fri g hte ne d a t this stran ge sunset ancl 
tho u).(ht the wo rld was coming to an e ncl, but finall y t he sky 
resum ed its natural color, r: n<l the sun rose the next m ornin g the 

~'1.mc ::.:"' u~ual. 
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this form of literature have failed to arrive a t sa ti s fa ctory con­
clu sions on certain points. 

Usually it is n ot :idvisablc to use a pronoun before the 
n oun to which it refers. 

111. Ambiguity from the Use of Too Many Pronouns.­
Ambiguity may be produced by too free a use of pro­
noun s. A student who \\"ishes to tell how D r. Livesey, 
of Trcarnrc h/,wd fame, threatened the pirate , Billy 
Bones, writes: 

The Doctor told him he was a dirty old scamp, and that he 
was a doctor and a magistra te, so that if he c\·er caught him 
doing anything like that again, he would run him out of the 
district. 

It takes time to discover to which m :in th e various 
pronouns r efe r. To remove the obscurity we shall 
have to make part of the pass ~q.;e a direct q uotation: 

Dr. L ivesey tol d Bones th at he was a dirty scamp, and warned 
him if he did anythin;~ like that again. he would be run out 
ot the district : "Por," said the doctor , "I am not ou ly a 
physi c ian. but a magist rate too .'' 

Often whe n the report of a speech in th e third pe rson 
is ambi;;uous, \\·e mu st resort to this device of direct 
cgwt::ttio n. Usually , howe \·er, the quest ion i ::; merely 
one of findin g· nou ns to take th e place of pronouns. 
By decreasing- the numhcr of pronouns, the con fu sed 
se ntence, ··\\'al te rs ancl Foster dicln't agTec \\·ith th em, 
but thought as we did, and so they \1·crc furced to g ive 
up their in tention," becomes the clear one, "\Valtcrs 
and F o ste r didn't agTce with their old-ti m e ach·crsar ies , 
but with u s, and so the latter were forced tu g-i\·e up 
the ir intention ." 

In gett in g- ricl of ambi).!'nous pro nouns it m ay be 
necessary to repeat a word. \\'hen clearness demands 
it , the bes t writers a rc neyer :ifraid to use a word 
twice. The repetition may, by serving as a sort of 
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echo of the previous thought, even increase the coher­
ence. So Mr. Bryce writes : 

Yet after a ll it ( the influence of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives ) is power, p o wer which in t he h:inds of a capa­
Lle and ambitious man becomes so far-reaching that it is no {;X:tg­

geration to call him the second, if not the fi rst political fi gure in 
the United States . . .. - BHYCE : [ /111t·rica11 Com11wmceal/h. 

This device of repetition is used in tr::tns for min g- the 
incoherent sentence below into a coh eren t one. 

1. This p olicy is not the 
best one; it is fal se , and we 

·know it, and shu u it accord­
in gly. e\•eu if it is not to our 
interest. 

1. This p ol icy is not the 
best policy ; it is false , we know 
it to lJe false, and th o u gh shun ­
ning- it is n ot to our interest , 
shun it we <lo. 

112. Pronouns Must Have Unmistakable Antecedents.­
A pronoun may b e uscLl a gTeat number ot times \\·ith­
(Jllt destroying coherence, if it refers always to th e 
same anteccc.knt. In the rewritten sentence ahon~. the 
threefold repetition of "it" was an · aid to clearness. 
In the following passag•~ from Macaulay , "he" is u sed 
t welve times ; yet the p::tssat.:·c is firmly coherent: 

The situation of William was ve r y different. H e could not, 
like those wh o had ruled before him, pass an Act in tile spring 
aml ,·iolate it in t he summer. He had, by a ssenting to the Bill 
of Rights. solemnly renCJnnce 1l the tl ispensing- p ower; and he 
w<ls res tra ined, by pru>Jence as well as by consc ie nce and honour, 
from breaking t he compact u nckr which he held 11is cru\\·1i. A 
law might be pcrso nall yoffons i\·e to hi m: it m!gbt appear to him 
to be perni c ious to hi s peopl e : 11ut , a•; soo n as h e h n<l pa ssed it , 
it was, in h is eyes , a s:lcre rl thing-. llc h :td therefore a motive , 
whi ch prececli ng- Kings h a d not, £or pans ins::- before he p:<ssed 
such a law . T hey gave thc· ir wonl re:tdil y , because they h a d no 
scruple about breaking it. li e gave his word slowly . because he 
ne ve r failed to kee p i t.-~ L\C.\UL\Y : //islory v! England. 

There is much danger that in some way the :rntcce­
dent of a p ronoun will be left lli 1ce rtain. If the ante­
cedent is shifted, if the pronoun stands without any 
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cle;irly the relation bct ,,·ec n th e parts of th a t subject . 
and a rranges th ese parts in th e m o st. forc ible order 
poss ible . 

131. Unity Defined.-To be a un it , a parai,rraph P1Us t 
answ er three requirements : every sta tem ent in it must 
apply to o ne s nhjcct ; every de tail esse ntia l to that 
subjec t mu st be inclmlcd ; th e ce ntral idea mu st be 
ob\·io us. Tn make our sta te me nts foll o w o ne another 
consecuti n :ly is no t enough, for a para g raph may be 
cohe re nt and yet not unified . An un b ro ke n cha in 
of s tate me nts c:rn he fo rmulated, including· s ubjects 
as wide ly (]i ffc rcnt as the rea sons fo r our war with 
Spa in and the bat1 quality of the food furn ishccl tu o ur 
so ld iers; y et no o ne would call such a cO ll )~l umeratio n 

o f ideas a un ified para g raph. In the follo win g extract , 
for exam ple , th e wri te r has jo ined s ta tem ents which, 
thou gh consecu ti ,·e, d o not all bear o n o ne topic : 

Among the m:-trtyrs of the Re\·olution the na me o f N a than 
H a le is not so well known as the n::um~ s o f o thers , but no on e 
who kno ws o f hi m wil l de n y him a p lace a lo ngs id e o f those pe r· 
s0ns who su!Te rcd >'L' mu ch for thei r conntry . li e hacl :-tmbition 
f1'r distinc ti on, bnt it was s11hs«n·icnt to h is dee p ~c n - o o f d uty . 
Fo r c\ 11t y's s:ike he wou ld do an yth ing . Once , wh e n about tn 
underta ke a task whi c h so me tho n g-lit disho no rable , he said: "I 
wish to be usefu l, and eve ry kin d o( ser vice ncccssarv fo r the 
pulilic !{!Jud li !.!comcs ltono ra l1lc l> y IH: i11 l{ necessa ry. " . I le was 
mcn·ly th e ca ptain of a co m pany , h u t he m ade h is co m pa ny 
co n>' pi cuous by th eir tlisciplin e . E \·cry Ll uty e n t ru s ted to hi m he 
perf11 rmcd in a th11rot1gh ly satisfactory m a nne r , an<I so he g ain ed 
t he co nfi dence o f h is superi ors . Thi ,: con fi de nce h a<l :-tlsn bee n 
gi ve n h im in the college from which he had but just gratl na ted 
w he n war broke out. In that college hi s instru c to rs ha d mark ed 
no t o nl y hi s se nse of dut y , hnt the de li cacy ancl n.: ii11 t,,1.ient of 
his nature . He h n11 al so sh own some pro mi se as a s tu <lc nt. 

The lack of unit y here \1· ill be CYid c nt if we try to 
snm up the para graph in 0nc unifi ed sentence . Th e 
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ta sk is impossible. Ye t the illn s tratiYe parngraph s in 
sec tion 129 could be so treated. The first is s ttmm ecl up 
by the statem ent , " The rece nt e lecti o n o f Jud ge Smith 
a s Speaker of our House o f Representatives shows th a t 
th e \Ha th o f the public doe s no t control th e practi cal 
pol itician." The scconcl may be condensed a s follo ws: 
'' The Americans , m ore than any oth er nation , arc 
interested in the ir g-o \· e rnmcnt, because tha t go vern­
ment is ne w, symme trical, and the type to wards wh ich 
all g ove rnme nts a i-e supposed to be tendin i::- ." In 
nine cases out o f ten a unified parag raph can he sepa­
rated into such a roo t-state ment, o ft e n in the fo rm of 
a topic-sentence, ancl a number o f branch-sta tements .* 

132. Paragraphs Too Long for Unity.- 1\ paragraph 
m ay lose unit y in a number of ways, o f whi ch pe r­
haps the commonest is th e insertio n of ex traneous 
m atter. Sometimes two or more re la tecl subjects, 
each one a ffo rd ing proper m a te ri a l for a paragraph, 
are put together; som etimes a writer keeps in the 
main l:o one idea, but , st irred by som ething he bas 
said , ram bles into a di g ression . Both these e rrors 
amou1 . to a shift of th e subject o f the paragTaph, and 
b o th clrs troy unity. Paragraphs, like sentences, should 
~ti ck to o ne subject. 

Example s of th ese e rro rs arc i,:-ivcn be low . 
1 . The \\"edding o f D r. J " hn Sm it h , pro fesso r of Ne \\" Tcst:i­

m ent Li te rature in t he Theological S e mina ry o f th is city , to i\! rs. 
J a m es \\' inter, took place th is afte rnoo n . Jll rs . Winte r is o ne of 
the wea lt hies t w• ime n in \Vi sconsi n, a ml n ne o f he r last <\Ch 

before he r ma r r iage today was to s ig n papers relea~i ng- control 
o f the \ Vi n te r Bloc k of th is ci t y to a Boa rd o f Trustees , for a F ree 
Public Li b ra ry. This property is wo rth four hund re<l tho usa nd 
d ollars . The cere mo ny was pe r fo rmed by the R e ve rend Charles 
Johnson, pastor of the Presbyte rian C hurch o f thi s c ity. T he 
wed d ing party le ft for Euro pe to nig-ht . 

• See sec tion 18. 
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It wo ul d be imposs ible to su m up this pa rag-raph 111 

a unifi ed sentenct.:. because three difTe re nt s ubj ec ts arc 
tre a tec1 - th e m:1r r iag·c . the gi ft, :u1d th e d eparture o f 
the weddin g· pa rt y. 

2 . E a c h ne w ye: tr t he 11 i: t11ag·i11g e d itu r n f our "c huu l p a pe r 
is c< •n fru ntccl by th e "I d p r<1l1 lt:m : h <>w ca n th e \\"ee kl y repre­
sen t a ll b ran ches o [ st ude n t lite rary \\' <J rk ? Jn o ur sc h<1o l , we 
h an; had sn fa r t hn:c pape rs pub li s he d li y the st udent s. ( )IJe 
d is:1ppe :Hc<l bc:l':t11se it \\·ao.; a n w nc y- rna k in g sc·hc·me . Ano t he r , 
w !1ic h h nd nu_ a ppa re nt ril ijcc t l>U t t hat <•f findin g- fault \\'ith 
everyth ing a nd C\·cr yi HH iy , \\·as l 1 i~s l'<l cn tt o f t.:'X i~tc·th: e. 'l'he 
\\' cc ld y a \<1 ne h :1 s co me " nt o f it :tl l as a pape r whic h is pub­
li shed f., r the st u d e nts a n cl by t he s tu d e n ts. Ce rta in ly w ith hut 
011e p ape r it is a d iffic ul t ta s k fnr the e dit o r tu m ee t the appro \'a l 
o f a ll , a n d he must ce r ta i11 h· h e cnn g rntubted on <l o in g so we ll 
a s h e <l nes . 

In this pa ragraph the writer fo rmally pre sents his 
t op ic in the f-i rst sentence and th e n tak es up a \1·ho ll y 
di fTe re nt subject. 

3 . It is recu rcle <l o f f"ra ilartu lo rnmt·.,, the famou s ltalia u 
pa inte r , t h a t wh c 11 h is brothe r tll C>llk s , in a cl111i rat in 11 n f h is 
wo rk :in cl \\' ith the d es ire that h is narne s h .. ulcl he he lcl in 
re n<>\\'ll, s ugg este d tha t he pbl·e hi s ll :t lll l' be n ea th eac h pi c­
t 11 rc , h e rep li c· cl : " :--;.,, w h:t l ha s 111 y ll:tlll e to d" with it ? l 
h ave nnt h <.: e 11 painti n g- fo r rn ~ · own h 11 11 CJ r ; I li a \·e h t•(; Jt wor k­

i ng- ft1r th e g·lo r y 11f (;od." .1 \ 11.\ ~ IJ. i 11 "tt·; 1d of fo llo wi11 g- til e 

c 11 stnm uf t he an i ... ts .,[ h is d a \-_ h e.: s impl y \\'l' " te at the foot o( 

e:ic h p ict 11re , "Pray f., r th e p :tint<- r, p ray [., ,. t he picture . " 
For him ... e lf he de s ire d on ly t h :tt he mi g h t do h is \\'Ork m n re 
wo rth il~· . F or hi s p ic tures , he c\c,i rc d t ha t th e•\· mi g ht con\' ey 
h o ly t r11 t h an d rn c>,·e rnc n t" a be tt e r life . It w as a m atte r of 
lit tle cn ncC' rn to h i111 \\' lll' th c·r the n a m e nf him who did the· 
wo r k \\'a s rcrn e m IJerc d nr f.,r)<<>tt e n. [Too n ft <: n the beau ty o f 
C hri stian w or k is marre d i> y the s pir it whic h puts self in the 
fo regro un d . \Ve a rc ll• >t c nn tent to le t tl; e w o rk m a ke its ow n 
im p ressio n. Our n a m e m11 s t nH:t: t the e ye . Th e ide al u( C hris ­
tian service is th a t in wh ich the ~crva n t loses s ig-ht a n<l tho ught 
of sclf in the a bsor b in g d esi re to m a ke his !\laste r a ll in all.) 
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In this case the bracketed section d oe s no t bear 
directly on the main idea and should be put into a 
new paragraph . The paragTaph is an example o f \\'ha t 
might be ca lled" the postscript fault," i. e . , the e rror 
of addin g to the co mpl e ted statement o f the case a 
new train o f thought, sugg·ested by some sentence rn 
th e pa ragraph , usua ll y a sentence near the end . 

Examin a ti on o f the se paragraphs should teach u s 
that pa ragraph unity d epends upo n t\\'o things - g et­
ting a defi nite su bject fo r a paragraph, and s t ickin g to 
that subject. J\ paragraph which does no t have a ce n­
tral th ough t , to which all the o the r th ough ts arc con­
tributory, e ithe r by \\'ay o f explana tion , o r illustrati on, 
o r a mpl ifi catio n, cannot be unifi ed. Dig ressions into 
som ething possibl y connec ted with the subject, but not 
with the prec ise vie w o f it pre sented in the paragraph 
in questio n, d e stroy llnity . T o te st th e unity o f a p :ir­
agraph, ,,.e sh ould see whe the r it can be s umm ell up in 
a unified sente nce. 

133. Paragraphs Too Short for Unity. - A p aragraph 
may contain no se nte nce no t bearin g o n the main 
topic and yet lack unity, if som e thin g e sse ntial to the 
th ou g ht is o mitted. This happens if we cut up into 
separate parag-raphs a number of state m ents all hear­
ing upon o ne t opic , o r if we o mit the po int vvhich 
the paragTaph undertook to prove . T n th e first two 
extracts bel o w, the thoughts all be long to o ne topic. 
In the third extract, th ere a re properl y o nly th e thr~e 
para~raphs im1icated hy th e bracke ts. In the fo u rt h, 
the bracke ted section, \\'hi ch is essential to the thought, 
was given by the \\'rite r in another place . 

l. Th e Spr111i sh fl eet at Santiago is a te rrible thin g. The re 
are p e r h a ps f<J 11 r who le c rui se rs a n<l two torped o c raf t . 

It is short of cord. It is s h.,rt of f., nd. 

23 
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\Vhen two of the \'eh,;e]s put into C11r::u;oa, the sa ilors hall not 
fared as well as the m e n wh o ha il sailed with Col umbus , and 
they sa id they h :"l bee n on half-rations for 1lays . 

Th e ho tt o ms of these vesse ls were fuul with a sea-growth a 
foot lo ng . 

The ni:ic·hinery was in an almost crippled cond iti o n. 
Starvin g- , limping, short of f11el, Cervera put in to Santiago, 

not to relieve Blanco or to get relie f of Blanco, fur he eannot 
dn eit he r, but 1Jeca11se he had to stop somewhere and cuu ld not 
gd an y furth e r. If he should he allowed to l'<>lll e <lilt anll 
att ac k some ,\tlantic scaho:Hd c ity, all the damage he Clluld do 
\\·.,uld be to wol>l1le in to th e channel and sink. 

2. In th e middle of the bay is a white saillioat, rucking­
gcntly, as if to te ll us that we s hould loose her fro m her anchor 
and go for a s:til. 

J\ s we arc still loo kin g at the quiet scene, we hear shouts, 
an11 tumblin g tlO\\·n th e h:1nk C>1l11 Cs a troop qf childre11. They 
plunge int o the l>oat s and ruw out to where th e yacht i:; 
an chored . 

Som e get in and prete nd to be sailing·, while others , m ore 
vcnt11reso 111 e , hang tJ\·e r the edge of the ir boats, prete ndin g to 
fi s h. 

'l'hl' i>es t thing \\"t: ca n do i,: lo n»w IJac·k to the m, c li1111J into 
our sa ill J<>a l, and, forgetting our de lig-ht in th e quiet, motio nless 
s<.:C !tcry, enj11y 01 1r~1. · h·cs with the l i\' illg , rn1npi11K childn.: n. 

r 

3 . In n ·il' i>r"t in;.; thl' peace jubilee the patri11ti s m 11f the 
peo ple find s it s hi g h<:st <:xpn:ss ion in the glorification of 
the 1\n 1cn L· an fla g - t lu: '' ~t:1r - ~pa 11gh.:d Hann er,'' ' '(> 1<1 

Cl.,ry," the" l<c<l, \\.hite, and !\Jue," as it is e ndearin gly 
call ed. 

It floats from pu bl ic lrni ld in;.;s and private homes. Jt is 
1. draped and festounc d and di spla n :d in ,·ar ilJUS \\·ays to 

g ladd e n the eye and stir the i>l11od 11( all l:cholck·rs. It 
repre sents the pow<:r ancl the htJnur of the nati<>Il. It stands 
fur all Ame ricans h:l\·e fought f.,r , from Le xington to 
Santiago. All loyal , \mcri,·:111s ].,\·e it ancl dclig-ht to do it 
hon o r; our suldiers an,] sai lors re\·e re it ancl are rea<l y to 
follow it to the dea th . 

2 - I 
l 

i\t th is p ar ticula r ti111e, when nrnltit11de,; an.: gathered at 
C hi cag-o to ex alt and glorify thv nat innal e mblt.:m and 
honor the heroes \\·h u han; bo rne it triumphant through 
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e\'ery peril, it o utrages all patriotic feeling to see the flag 
desecrate d lJy Le ing use d as an aclvertisement for arti cles 
of merc handi:;e . 

Th e m ost llag-rant of all offe nders in thi s parti c ular is :1 

2. firm or c"mpany which uses two e rossecl Am e rica n flags 
and a portrait o[ Abraham Linco ln, to adve rtise'' Linl'oln 
\\'ashin g Soda." This sign , offensive to e very lover of t he 
fla g au<l every admire r of the martyre d President, is to be 
seen on tlk dead walls all over the city . 

Unfortunately th e re is no law to pre\'ent th e use of the 
tlag for su c h sordid purposes. There have beeu seve ral 
un s uccessful a ttc m pts to have Congress enac t a Jaw a gainst 
the use of the flag as an ad\'ertisement, and there 1s a 
hopeful prospect that the next Co ngress will pass the 

3. d esire d legislation. 

In the m eantime nothing can be clone but appeal to any 
lingering spark <•f respec t for the flag and Abraham Lin­
co ln th at ma y be le ft tu those who outrage public se nti­
ment, as in the ca se rcfe rrefl to, or expose the m lo the 
scorn and contempt o f all patriotic people. 

4. The J apa nese newspapers record the inventi o n h y a n a tive 
of a machine fo r rolling tea. The great cos t of the produ ction 
of tea lies in th e labor . Each iudi viclual leaf must be plucked 
fro m the plant and handle d with the fin g-e rs seve ral times hefore 
it can lie sent to mar ket. Up to this time', the refore, the i1 Hlu s ­
try of tea - rai s in~~ has hee n unprolitaule without the l'lwap labor 
and th e cle ft iin ;~ers of wo men, and up to this time the wo me n 
in .Japan haye l>cen paid from four to eight cents a cla y for 
twelve hour:;' la!Jor . If th ey shoul<l receive the wages paid to 
women facto ry hands in this co untry, tea woulcl cos t four or live 
times as mu c h as it does no w. [ 1\ncl in Japan wages are rapidly 
ad\·::rn cing with the cl e \·elo pment of civiliza ti on. Since the new 
machin e cau manufac ture nearly a to n of tea in twenty-four 
hours , with th e labor of o ne atknclant-the equivalent of the 
work of o ne hundre d Wllmen - this i1l\-ention promises t<l he a s 
important to Japan as the in ·, e ntion of the cotton gin was to the 
South. It will sa\·e an in dust ry apparently doomed.] 

Aim to g-c: t into every paragraph enoug·h to make 
the subject, or tile \-i ew of the subject, which you are 
then presentin g-, complete in itself. 

' '.; ~ 
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134. Coherence Defi.ned.-A p:iragrnph will he obscu re, 
even though all the statements gi\·c n arc parts o[ one 
subject, unless these st:itements foll o w one another 
logically and mnke clear their re lati on to each other 
ancl to the para~raph as a whole . That is, th e para­
g raph, like the sentence, n1ust be coherent. I 11 the 
parai,:-raph, as in the sentence, coherence d epends upon 
two things: the juxtaposition of things related in 
thought, and the use of connect i\·es. A separate sect ion 
will be t1evotcd to each of these matters. 

135. Incoherence from Faulty Arrangement.- Incoher­
ence from faulty arrangement is common. In almost 
every case, this e rror may be expla ined as a \'iolation of 
the principles that things related in thou g·ht should be 
kept together; things distinct in thoug·ht , apart. These 
principles are seldom adequatel y observed in the orig­
inal d raft of a paragraph. Before one sets pen to 
paper, he should, in a measure, ha\·e thought out the 
exact o:-der in which he means to put clown his ideas, 
but even then rc:irrangement is often necess:uy. ·when 
a write r has finished with a paragraph, he should 
see, no matter ho w much rcarrani,;cment it involves, 
that e\·e ry se11k11cc in it g rows 011t of what precedes 
and k:1ds up l<) what follows. i\'ote th e gain that 
comes from th e changes of arrangement in the exam­
ples below : 

l. I \\·a s ih>rn away out in 

the heart <•f the Rock ies. l\!y 
fath e r had c'<>me up into this 
\\·ilcl ,\fo11la11a count ry. bring­
ill )( my m <•ther, to prospect 
for gold. Repo rts h:td IJccn 
spread that the gold Ja,· in tile 
c reek bottoms, a1; tl all ""'° 
had to d" w:ts lo pi c k it up; 

1. [ was born out in the 
n :ry hc:i. rt o f the Rockies. 
can wl'il reme mbe r ou r two­
roomed log-cabin, the hig fire­
place , with th e smokell hams 
dangling fro111 tlie rafters, and 
the stories t h:tl were told by 
th l' tire-sidL· .,f the c-ru elties of 
t l:c wild J udiaus, wh o were 
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!mt such w:i. s not the case, as 
we ' ·"(• 11 learned. l well re­
n1L\111 ber our t\':o -roun1cd l1 >g­

L·a!Jin, th e big firepl ace, and 
the s111uked hams lrnnging 
fro111 rite sooty r:1ft ers. Sto ries 
were circulated nf the cruelty 
,,[ the w il d l ndia11s :rnd ,.[ 
their ::ipproach. 

2. Chica~o lJaclc President 
J\!c:Kinley fare\\·e!I s lH >rliy after 
eleven o'clock last night. 'l'hc 
presi d e ntial train left the Union 
station o\"er the l'en11sylYania 
R oad for L oga nsport, ln tlian­
apolis, Columbus antl Pitts· 
bnrg. \\'ashing-ton "·ill no t he 
reached before (.,morrow, 
probably in the c1·cuing, as it 
was the wi sh <if the Pres ident 
no t to t1·an~ I Li st on th e re turn 
trip. Bleak as was t he night, 
between J-i1·e and six hundred 
perso ns g:tthcrccl at the Un ion 
station to \\"i s h the President 
g•Hlspn:d. ll is train w:i s of 
SC\'t.·11 car:-;, including- 1!1 c 

slee per Campania, on whi ch 
he ha tl arrin:tl in th e city last 
Satmday ni ght . Ch ief Kipl ey 
se11t to the station two hundred 
an<l fift y ollicers in charge of 
Captain \\'hee ler. These made 

often saill to l>c appru:idiing-. 
\Ve !tad been i.Jruttght to th is 
wild ,\l o n tana lonntry llec:tu se 
lllY Lither h:tcl heard that g"l d 
lay in the creek -bottoms, a:H! 
all o ne had to do was to picl.: 
it up. It \\·as ::i false report, 
bnt it was enongh to mak e m y 
father mo\·e his wh o le family 
there from thei r co mfortable 
J., wa hom e. 

'> l'l1icag1J !Jade l'resitlc11t 
lllcKinley fnrewell s hortl y after 
eleve n o'clock last 11 igh t. 
Bleak as the ni ght was, be· 
twee n five and six hundred 
pe rsons gathered at the Union 
Stati'Jll to wish the President 
go dspeetl. Chief Kipley sen t 
to the station two hundred antl 
fifty o ffi cers iu charge of Cap­
tain \\' heeler. These made a 
passa ge \\·ay fro m the entrance 
of the stati on tu the train, :ind 
between the ir r:rnks the Pres i­
dent passed t.o his car. llis 
t rain co nsi sted of seve n cars , 
i11 clt1<ling the s leepe r Cam· 
pa11ia 1 on which lie arri\'cd in 
the city last Saturday ni gh t. 
The train drew out over th e 
Pennsylvan ia Road for Lo­
gansport, In d ia napolis, Co­
lnmbus, a ucl Pittsburg-. Tl:e • 
Preside nt will not reac h \\' ash-

a p::issag-eway from the en- i11 gton before tomorrow, prob-
tran ce to the st::ition to the aiJ!y in the even ing, as he does 
tra in, and between their ranks not wish to trave l fast un the 
the President passed. return trip. 

136. Connectives an Aid to Coherence.- The use of 
connectives, which link the sentences to~ethcr and 
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s)lo w the reade r whence he has come ancl whit her he is 
going, is o f c\·en greater importance in th e paragraph 
than in the sentence. Few rcaclc r s reali ze the number 
of m e re link-worcls present in any we ll-writte n para­
:,;raph. Am ong- these words arc: "for ," "indeed," 
"but,,," .'.1nd," "110 \\·, " "then ," "yet,'' H 1noreo ver," 

"hence , " " while,"" though,"" acconlin g- ly," "there­
fore ," "on th e one sid e , " "on the ot her s ide ," "on 
th e co ntrary." Yet the se co njt tIH.:tion,.; an cl c<rnjuncti\·e 
adve rbs form only a small p:1rt of th e l>lldy of connect-
1vcs. The use of '' ccho-worcl,.;,'' t rcatcd in section 
111, is a powerful aid to cohe rence in the pa ragraph . 
Many oth er words and phrases not furm:illy classed 
as connect ives ha\·e no othe r o tlicc than that of link­
in g togethe r the though ts o f th e paragraph. Tn the 
following extracts all these co nn cctin·s and "eeho­
words " arc i tali cized. Tt may be addul that the 
" echo-word" is m os t effect i\·e \\·hen it co mes near the 
encl of the first sentence aml near the beginning of the 
second . 

1. Such are the two m odes of appre he nsio n. The te rms of a 
propos ition do o r do no t stand for thin~s. Ii they do , lht·n. they 
arc s in gll l!tr te rms, for all thin gs th :ll are , arc units. Hut if 
they do no t s tand fo r thin g s t hey must ~l and for noti ons, and 
a1~c co rntno n tern1 s. Sing-n lar nou ns c11 111e fr1Jn1 experience, 

common, fro m abstrac t io n . The apprc he ns i1 >n o f the former I 
call real, and o f the latter notion al. ;\ "u;l' let us look a t this 
differe nce be tween them m ore narro wly. - NE \\'MA:--1: Crc1111 J1111r 

of Assent. 
2. Sir, I ca n pe rcei \·e by thei r mann e r, th :1t some gentlemen 

objec t to the latitude of th is llcsc ription; l>eca use in th e so uthern 
co lo nies the Church of England forms a laq.;e body, and has a 
regu la r estab lishme nt. ft is rcrtain!y lr111'. There is, liou•r1'o-, a 
c irc llmstan ce attending these co lo nies, whie h, in my opinion, 
full y counte rbalan ces this differen ce , and m a kes the spirit of 
liberty still more hi g h and haughty than in those to the north­
ward. ft is, that in Virginia and the Carolinas they have a vast 
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multitu 1lc- of s1" n~s . //"h<"rc this is the rasc i ll 1111.1' ,h,11 ·/ of the 
u>or!d, those ,,·ho are free , a rc lly far th e most prvud an d je:ilous 
o f their freedom . F rrn/0111 is to them no t onl y an cnjny m C':tt. 
but a kind of rank and privilege. - B URKE: Speech 0;1 CiJ111·iLi ­

alion. 

Failu re to use connec tive s fr equen tl y results in 
ob scurit y . Compare th e incohere nt paragraphs o n the 
le ft be lo w with the coherent ones o n the right. 

1. A l t he hi g h sc l1 o<> l gratln­
ati n~ e xe rcises hel tl in th is c it y 
last yea r a peculia r fa c t was 
noticeable . For every uo v in 
th e c l:tss there were th ree g ir l, . 
It is hard to account fo r thi s . 
Are immature men fon.:cd into 
bus iness ? ,\re girls m o re blest 
,,·it h e<lucational atlvanta ges ? 
On e ii.;nora nt uf the tru e cau se 
n1 ig-ht say ''Yes ." 'fhe ri ~e 

o f t he ma nll al trainin g sch ool 
see ms tn ha\·e cam;etl the 
anoma ly. 

l. A t the h igh schn" l grad\1-
ating exe rc ises held in this city 
l:ts t yea r , a pec uliar featnre was 
noticeab le. For every 11ny in 
the class the re we reth rce g ir ls. 
A s itu a tio n o f this kind is hanl 
to account f"r , an <l ka<b on e 
tn que ry: "Is it t r\l e th a t im­
m at ure m e n are often fo rcetl 
in to hllsiness, and arc girls 
m o re blest th a n m e n w ith edu­
cationa l a <hantages? " AL fir~t 

tho ught, one ig nora nt o f t he 
true causes mi g ht answe r, 
"Yes. " O n secontl t hought, 
howeve r, a m ore probable e x­
planation presents it self in the 
ri se o f the manua l trainin g 
sc hools. 

2 . Jl n w shall the Yu lln g 2 . ll ow ca n the Young 
\Vomen's Christian A ssociation 
become more p opubr? i\! a n y 
in te reste d in the wo rk ask th is 
quest io n. All o f the m e mbe1·s 
shollld h ave a vi goro \ls sh a k­
in g out until they awake tin­
g lin g wi t h l ife antl en e rgy . 
Such a young wo man is a l­
ways attract i,·e . An<l cli<l th e 
young wo m e n connec tctl with 
thi s organization c u 1 ti vat e 
th ose characteristics, more 

\V omen 's C hri s tian J\ssoe iat io n 
become more poplllar ? Th is 
questio n is raise d lJy m any 
inte reste d in the wo r k of the 
organization . In the f ir~t 

place, nil the m embe rs should 
hm·c a ,·igoro us shaking , un ­
til they awake t inglin g with 
life anLl energy . L ife a nd en­
ergy in a yo ung wo man arc 
always attractiYe. Antl if 
the young women connec ted 
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would be eager tu share the 
profits and bear the respons i­
bilities. One of its matw 
faults we can scarcely hop~ 
to see remedied immediately. 
The tro uble is 1wt peculiar to 
the Young \\'omen's Christian 
Assoc iation ; it is found in 
many societies of wom en. 
The y could easily free them­
selves from little woma ni sh 
pec uli arities wi thout I o sing­
any of the i.r charmi ng woman­
liness . 

3. \Ve all despise cowanli ce, 
e ven if we arc t·xampks of it 
ourselves. ls it not in some 
cases the elf <:ct of a 11 over­
sensi t ivc i1na gi11a tion or n1 c 111 -

ory, which g-oes through the 
dreaded experience and height­
e ns its pain ? If what we call 
a brave man could as acut ely 
feel in anticipation the to rtu re 
o f being liurned to death as 
docs the coward, would n ot 
he hesitate befo re enterin g a 
flaming building to sa\·e au 
occupant? To be truly bra \·e 
one m ust realize keenly the 
peril tn be met, or one's cour­
age is m ere stup idity . 

with this oq;anizat ion culti­
\'a led li fe ant! e nergy, many 
more would he eager both to 
share the pru fits and bear the 
respon s ibilit ies of work in the 
,\ ssociat ion. This reform can 
he made quickly. Rut there 
is another fa iling, which is not 
l ikely to disappear immedi­
ately - a fai li ng not peculiar 
to th e Yottng \\'omen 's Chris­
tian Assoc iation , for· it is found 
in many organizations of wo­
men. I re fe r to t he lit tle 
womanish pecnliarities, which 
they might easily throw off 
without losing any of ~ their 

charming womanliness. 
3. \Ve all desp ise Cl> ward ice 

c\'cn if we arc examp les of it 
ourst:lvcs. But, after all, is 

not l't)wardin.: in so1ne cases 

merely the effect of an over­
sensiti ve im agi natio n or mem ­
ory , whi ch goes throug h the 
drea<lecl experience and in an­
tic ipation he ightens its pain I 
l'o r instance, if what we call a 
brave m an coul d feel before­
h:rnd as acutely as does the 
coward the torture of being 
bu r ned to death, would not he 
too hesitate a moment before 
entering t he flami ng bu ilding? 
Unl ess he realizes keenly the 
peril to he met, his courage i~ 

me re s tupidity. 

137. Emphasis in Paragraphs.- Emphas is 
noticeable attribute of a g-uud paragTaph. 
paragraph, the arrangement bri ngs the 

1s the third 
In a fo rcible 

most promi-
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nent ideas in tu the mos t prominent places; that is, 
at the be~inning or the emL Very ofte n a para­
graph can be given emphasis by stating th e subject a t 
the b eginnin g and making- th e r es t of the paragraph a 
series of examples or illustrations, e nding with a sum­
ming-up . Now and then e mphas is is secured by va ry­
ing the process: i . e. , by starting with the deta ils and 
announcing the leading thou ght in the very last sen­
tence. Tu begin or encl with unimportant details, or 
to go from th e more to the less importan t idea, 
destroys e mphasis. In the first example below, em­
phasis i s secured by the first method; in the second, 
by the seco nd m ethod. The two remaining- para-
graphs violate emphasis. In the first, the writer 
allows the paragraph to end with comparatively unim­
p·ortant l1etaib; in the second, the wr iter puts his ideas 
forward in the \\Tong· order. The misplaced sentences 
are printcL1 in italics . 

L It is pleasa11t to notice that the general ne n ·ousness a nd 
vague fear of last winter in reference tu th e unemployed have n"w 
so !::trgely given way to a seaso n of re flectio n and analysis. lt is 
no longer e nough for a set o f m e n to exhib it themselves as an 
a rm y of t he unemployed to inspire sympathy or terror in the 
staid citizen and to make him feel tha t Congress or the State or 
c ity governme11 t s hould ''do somethin g . '' The time has come to 
cross-examine the un employed , to ask them how they came into 
their present evil estate , what work t hey ever tlid and how the y 
came to lose their jolis, anrl what work they could or woul d clo 
now if it were offerctl the m. !Such questioning is the surest way 
to rid oursel\-es of the notion that th ere is anything ne w or p:i,r­
ti cu!::trly threatening about the matter as it prescnh itself today , 
for it is simply the old question <•ver again o f wh at society is to 
do w ith the incapal;lt; and unwil lin g who cannot, or will n"t, earn 
an hones t living .- 1 /11· A 'a lio11. 

2. No man of ordinari ly kiIHl heart can refuse without a 
qnalm th e a lms mutely asked hy c\'ery one o f the squa lid , c rip­
pled figures that crouc h on th e c urbs tones of our la rge cities, 
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D . The foll o win" p arag raphs lack unity. Point out 
the faults in each. Rewrite tho se which you can unify. 

. 1. Wh ile many boo ks have !Jee n writte n in praise of the :.esthetic 
s a le o f J a pan , no boo k , a cco rd ing t.o Jllr. U icisy , h as clo ne jus­
t ice to the real g rea tness of th e c()untry . The illus trations in 
this uook a re ily a native arti s t , nnll a re, tli e re fore , of special 
m te rest. 

2 . C harlo tte Cu shman ]O\·ed fam e, wo rshiped m o ney, and 
wa s de Yo te cl to he r art. T ha t s ht was a grea t ar tis t has never 
~J,ec n qu estio ned. In pri,·ate life , she was a c harming woman. 
l he nVi mc nt she e n te re d the t he: !tcr , e ithe r a t re hearsal or at a 
pe rforman ce , he r wh o le s<>ul was wrapped up in he r art. If she 
was s1·111c what mist' rl y with m oney in ge ne ra l, she was extrava­
g ant in her a ssi stance and enco ura ge me nt to those in whom she 
saw ge nius anLl talent. 

O f_ Cha rlotte Cush man 's greatness in s1Jnie p ar ts there is no 
question . Jllcg .Me rri lies, La d y Mac beth , and <jucen Catherine 
we re her bes t pa rts. J\t re hea rsals she was evt: r ki n cl a nd tender 
ne ve r ti r ing in teachi ng th ose wh o we re lack in g in experience 0 ; 

\\·ere su ffe r in g fro m s tage frig ht. 
3. A gai n I m a de bold to e n ter t he ho nse . 
Juana was ly ing on th e same ul a uk e t and was in the same 

spo t wh e re she d ied . 

At he r head a couple of candles stuc k into bottles were burn­
in g fitfully in th e d ust-lade n , fe tid atm osphe re . A dozen 
squaws in th e roo lll kep t up a co nstant wailing. 

J\t tim es th c wailin gwas a so rtnf sonthin g ,·hant, and atother 
times SOlll C of the sq11a\\'s wmild se t up a shrill shrie k clinch 
the ir fi s ts \'c no rnou sly, an<l fill th e air with curses. ' 

Sudden ly t he donr ope ned . a nd a squ a w en te rc el \\' ith an Indian 
lKlSKe t fill e d with e[l rth. 

L o u der a nd lo ude r beca me the wa ili ng , bo th in s ide a nd out. 
The sq ua ws fo rm ed in a process io n and wa lked around the 
L'o r pse , each ta kin g a handfu l o f earth fro m the uasket and 
sca t te rin g it o\·er the body. Th e earth was dry a nd soo n filled 
the a ir with d us t. 

' ' \Vh y d on't you bury J 11ana ? ' ' I a s ked the \'!Om a n who six 
days be fore told me that Juana wa s go in g trJ die . 

"No place fo r b u ry," \\·as the su llen a uswe r. All the women 
in the room th e n began wailing and h o wling and cursing. 
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"No place for bury ," some o f the m screamed in En g lish, 
while o the rs kept up the in co he re nt wa iling . 

4 . Thomas J o nes , o f 227 E me rald ave nue, wa s killed yeste r­
day morning with a baseball bat in the hands o f Charles 
\Valke r, of 666 \\' a shin g to n a ye nu e . 

W a lker is now locked up at the Wes t AYenue p o lice statio n, 
charged with murde r. 

The p o lice are , ho\\·eve r, inc line d to believe he a c ted in se lf ­
clefense. 

H e is a bicycl e -po lisher and bea rs a good reputati o n . H e 
had h a d tro u b le wi t h J o nes , w ho is a teams te r, so me time ag<>, 
but the killing was the result of money m a tte rs. 

J o nes was dri nking with a part y u f me n whose reputa tio n is 
not of the best, it is said . 

Necessit y for m o ney anlse, and Fra nk O'Brien gave the 
teamste r an Orlkr fur $.50 upon \Valkcr, declaring that the la tt e r 
owed him tha t a m oun t. 

J o nes, with his co mpanio ns , we nt to th e hume of the polishe r 
and de manded th e m o ney . 

W alker to re up the li ill, declari ng he di d no t o \\·e O' Brie n 
anything . T his a ngerecl the cr o wcl, an cl all , it is sa id , se t u po n 
the o ne m a n. 

The p o lishe r n1 she d into his ho nse, se ize<] a b a t , a nd st ru c k 
Jones a terr ific h low o \·e r t he head. 

The skull 1vas fra c tured and death was almost insta nta neo us. 
5. My fa t he r too k his fi rn littl e girls driving- e ver y e \'e nin g 

abou t twili g h t . IJ e said th at it \\' a s to make the m slee p. The 
nei g hbo rs nsed to sa y , "There g r\CS Mr. ]uhnson with his six 
little fl o we r lnals." I was grea tl y i1np .. se <I on li y m y s is te rs at 
times , as I \\'as the yo un gl's t, and must nrn all the e rrand s. J\ s 
I had five si sters to m ake m e d o e rrand s for them , I ha d a great 
many to accompli sh . 

6. I went th roug h seve n g rades in the .l a mes R . Be n nett 
public school. S o m e o f m y tea c he rs to ld m y m othe r that I wa s 
a wo nderfull y bri g ht child, IJn t o the rs <lid no t Aat te r he r : o 
much. \Ve 1110\·ed t wice wh e n I was thirteen. Tha t yea r I was 
very ill for som e time ; the re fore m y mothe r ke pt me ho me 
from school for the w hole year. Most o f the time, I kep t myself 
busy readi ng . 

7 . Diirin g t he s ickness o f an old fri e nd, she ;.:-ave up eve ry­
thing an ll t ook care o[ he r. She never le t a cross look or wo rd 
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escape her, altho ug h t he ol<l lad y wa s cross a nd particular. She 
could no t bear deceit in any form an cl wo uld have nothing to 
do with d ece itful people . H e r s tep-m o the r was a worldly and 
d ece itful wo man; so they could not a g ree. She tried living at 
h o me for a while, but finding it too unsat isfactory she went to 
Jive with some old friends, thoug h she still remained o n goocl 
terms wi t h her ste p -mother. 

8 . But Pe te r's dili ge nce and thoroughness - hi s fearlessness 
in g o ing to the root of a matter, and his willin g ness to ta ke 
upo n himself great labor , bore their legitimate fru it . His gov­
e rnme nt was, all thin gs consid ere tl, success ful. An <l his ability 
to carry o n a go\·e rnm ent so va,.;t as th a t o f ]{ussia wo n for him 
lo\·e a nd h o no r from all. His last da,·s we re spe nt in heantify­
ing the capit a l a nd fn r ther in g th e ca nse o( ed ucat io n. 

9 . A (hlison's humo r is q uaint, h ut a lwa ys tru e humor ­
plca san t a nd kindly- neve r cutting u r s tin g ing . I be lie ve it is 
J uhnsun who sa ys, "Ile whu wo uld write p ure En g lish must 
spe nd his <lays an d ni g h ts w ith Ad d ison.'' Ad <list>n wro te a 
g reat m a n y art icles fo r the' ' S pecta to r " and th e ''Taller." 
In fa c t nearly all his wri t in gs a ppeared in th ose magazines. 
N o where in the English la ng uage ( poe try excepted ) is to be 
fou nd a sto ry m o re ch a rmin g than A cldiso n ' s p ictu res o f the 
entire innocence, simplic ity , and kind -heartedness o f Sir Roger 
de Cove rley . Nor is Si r R oge r a n idea l pe rso na ge c reated by 
the a utho r ' s ge niu s, fo r th ere a rc su c h peopl e e ve n no w, tho ug h, 
o f course, no t many . 

10. l left m y h o me in Cana da on the 29th o f ;\lay , 1897 , for 
the purpose of see kin g Ill\' fo rtune in th e \\.est. 

All throu g h m y journey I ha<l hut o ne ob ject ; namely , to 
rea c h C hica g o. 

/\.s l walked fro m the t rain to m y ho te l I co mpare<! wha t I 
cou lrl see of the c ity with th e c it)' I had lef t. 

The re is a vast diffe re nce in th e two cities, a d iffe re nce whi c.: h 
was plainl y to he seen in a \-en.- short tim e . 

Pass in g alo ng Sta te stree t, I wa s s tru ck hy the number o f 
peo ple , so me g o in g one wa y , some an o the r. 

In a few minutes m o re l \\·a s in the Palme r Hou se , where my 
fri ends a wa ited me . The re T had a ve ry fine di nne r . 

These we re the o nl y C\'(•nts \\'C•rthy of me nti on, for be ing ve ry 
tired l we nt to bed ea rly. 

11. The ditference in the gracle uf our sidewalks is ve ry had 
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from an arch itectural p oi nt of view. Nothing lle tracts mo re 
from the appeara nce o f c ity stree ts, or g ives a Vbito r a \\orse 
impressio n of \Veste rn inco mple teness allll di sregard for detai ls , 
than this haph aza rd arra ngement, whereby o ne ma n lays a wa lk , 
and his ne ighbo r, in o rlkr to assert his individuality, Jays a n 
adjoining one s ix inches be low it, without the sli g· htes t regard 
for what th e ge ne ra l effect will be . Arnl while the m at te r of 
g rade is ba<l, th e evil of worn-out board walks is e ve n worse . 
Espec ially in the ne we r di stric ts and some neglected parts in the 
cente r o f the c ity , loose p la n ks and g apin g o pe nin gs a re a source 
of con t inu a l dan ger t o passers- by . 

12. P ro babl y one o f th e m ost interestin g discoveries o f m ode rn 
times is that o f an island in the Pacili c ocean . This is land is 
sometimes kno wn urnle r the IKt me o f ''Da wson's bland . " It is 
on no map, hut is located a bou t twe nty-three hun d re d m iles 
from the coast u f S outh Ame rica , and it is alm ost direc tly so u th 
o f L o we r Califo rnia . T h is discovery is co ns i<l e rc <l b y m a ny to 
be n ext in inte rest to tha t o f the re\·ealin g o f the wa lls of ancient 
Troy . The m ass ive ruin s o f Troy in a ll stages of decay hide 
untold m yste ries o f au abo ri g ina l race , who a re s upposed tu ha ve 
been hi g hl y ci v ilize d. This fact is sho wn fro m the ir s ta tua ry 
a nd a rchit ectural re mains . A Ge rman geographe r h a s visited 
this island, and te lls o f its wonderful features of inte rest and 
vast sto re o f kn o wledge . The isla nd is o f volcani c o ri g in , and 
a bout te n miles lon g by five miles wide. O n o ne si de, the sho re 
is banked with volca noes, and in the cente r o f a vast plain which 
lies beyond, is a volcano so pe rfec tly shaped that it mig ht ha ve 
bee n m ode led lJy the hand o f m a n. These im1'1 ense volca noes 
have been ex tin ct fu r many years. In fact the natives have 
never seen an eruptio n. 

13. The pretext fo r Maca ulay 's essay o n A d di son is Miss 
Aikin'>; essa y <> 11 11.<ldiso n, ancl in part he c riti c ises he r inte rpre ­
tation of Addi so n's life a s she ta kes it from his writin gs . Addi­
son' s father was a mini ste r , and no t a ve ry s uccessful man, but 
he gave his so n J oseph a good edn catiun. J ose p h \\' as n :ry pre ­
cocious and entered Quee n ' s College at the a ge of fifteen, with a 
good amount o f classical learnin g . He was a good L a tin schola r 
an<l a good L a tin p oet. Ile was ve ry wel l versed in the La lin 
p oets , espec ia ll y th e ea rl y ones. O n graduatin g fro m Cl>llege 
with a fe llo \\' ship he wa s ofTen,d a p osition as a d ipl omat. 

14. Iu thb age of g-reat refo rms, is it no t time some change 
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was made in our newspa pers ? After reatling a Sunday issue 
especially, it is appalling to think that to thousands- com­
prising no t only the poorer classes, who can affo rd nothing 
bet te r, but also the g reat class of m e n and wome n who , in the 
st ress of Ame rican bus iness life, ha ve little time fo r a nything 
e lse -the press is th e chief source of e du cation . For sensa­
tio na l a nd ro m a ntic s to ries o f a low order are no t co nducive to 
the bes t litera ry taste; ne ither a re murder and suic ide items of 
a refi ning nature . It is not unusual to find two pages devo ted 
to soc ie ty news , swelled by minute descriptions o f the gowns 
and je wels worn a t the la tes t so-ca lled '' fun c ti ons.'• Then 
the re are , o n an average , from three columns to t\\·o pages of 
"sharp sayin gs " and "pointed paragraphs , " whi ch, if not 
ac tually vulgar, are at least a poo r kind o f hum or. Eve n when 
all th is ext ra neous matte r has been c ut o ut, the re is s till room 
for improvement. F o r example, the glaring, se nsati ona l head­
lin es, faul ts of g ramm a r and d ict ion in the e ditoria ls, not to 
m e nti o n slan g , shoultl be expurgated. O ur jo urn a ls sh oultl be 
writte n in co rrec t En gli sh . In the fac t that the re is a con­
stan tly inc reasi ng de m a nd for college m en in j ourn a lism lies the 
h ope tha t t hroug h the ir infl ue nce the ch arac te r o f the press will 
be g reatl y im proved. 

E . D efin e cohere nce in the paragraph. On what two 
facto rs does it depend? In what way does coherence in 
the paragraph differ from coherence in the se ntence? 

F. Find in the newspapers three pa ragraphs which 
lack cohere nce , criti cise the m spec ifica ll y, and rewrite 
the m. 

G. Find in your r eadin g paragraphs which arc nota­
bly coherent, an<l sh ow how cohe rence has been 
attained. 

1-/. Rewrite the foll o win g incohe rent paragraphs: 
1. There a re m a ny reasons a cl va ncccl a g ain s t coeducation, 

m a ny of the m unreasonable and absurd. Most o f the objec tions 
com e fro m abroad. There the sexes a re he ld stric tly apart dur­
ing youth. S ome say tha t the a ssociatio n o f m e n and wo men 
in sch ool li fe is no t to the ir a d va ntage. Since m en and women 
are inte nded for mutual service the best way to train them is by 
training them together . 

I ,, 
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2 My birthplace is the village of Sheldo n, \\'alworth County , 
Wiscon sin. In the days of sta ge coaches the place hacl been 
prosperous, but since then business has gradually dwindled 
away until now nothing rem a ins except a fe w s ha k y fra m e 
ho uses . H ere I was born, t he third o f April, 1842 . At this 
time the re was not a g ood school in the place; so my m other 
ta ught me until I was ten years old . 

3 . It ha s l>een a long time sin ce then, but I have been very 
happy always . \\·hat m ore ca n a d og want tha n to have a kim! 
maste r, a g uc !ll warm place to slet::p, and plenty to eat? I have 
all of these a ncl e\·en m ore , for eve rybod y likes m e an d calls m e 
"good Jolly . " Rhe umati sm has take n hold o f me the last two 
yea rs, ancl I cannot hunt any more . My maste r got a new dog, 
antl at first I was very jealous. Uut I know now that Master 
loves m e best , clesp ite m y a ge and poor, twisted botl y. I ca nn ot 
but feel ba dl y whe n I see him sta rt for the fi e lds without m e. 
i\nd then I say to m yse lf, "You have had yo ur d ay ." S o l g o 
bac k to m y mat to drea m o f the ol d times when I was youn g . 

4. Th ree yea rs a go t his fa ll I co mme nced my study of r heto ­
ric an cl Engli sh lite rature . l have always been fo nd of reading . 
and the work was , the re fo re, a g reeable to me, a lth ough it was 
no t until the last year .,f my pre pa ra to ry course th a t E ng lish 
work became wha t it is no \\· - my favorite s tud y. Dui-ing this 
last year we used J o nes' s Pri11(1p/rs of E11g !isli, a hoo k whi ch was 
rathe r a tlva ncecl fo r us , a s I think, th oug h I liked it becau se it 
had many interesting- examples o f faults in well-known authors, 
a nd that chee re cl me up al><1ut my own shortco mings. During 
the first year no t so mu ch a tte n t io n was paid to 1·he to ric a s to lit­
erature . \\'c s tuclie cl / /i ,· //011 sc of /h i: .\,·1·1·11 C ables , Tenn yson ' s 
Princess , and Burke 's Sj>1·ffh 011 CiJ11(1"/ialion. Jn the seco nd 
year, o ur t ime was pre t ty eve nl y divitl e1l be tween lite rature and 
rhetoric . \Ve usetl Jones a g ain , a ncl rea d so me plays of Sha ks­
p ere' s . In the third year , we read the boo ks prescribed fo r the 
entrance examinations . It was in the second year that we wro te 
themes, a so rt of work wh ich was ve ry inte restin g-, especia ll y 
when o the r people' s them es were read in cla ss. \Ve wrote on 
subjects connec ted with the required reading, o r on any little 
thing that h a ppe ne d t u u s. 

5 . Since the earliest pe riods of histo ry , the Latin races have 
had a s opponents hardy inhabitants of the North . Time has 
wrought wonde rs with the Britons and the other barbarians who 
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rc:idcr" illl:t~:i 1 1:t t 1•> 1 1 w1 il till in the pi l l\Jre 11·ith ap­

p1« 1p r1:tlc l:ich. Su;..:;..:csl1\·c dct:t1ls, thc11, arc the third 

rcq111:-.1tc l " 1· ;..:.,., , j 1ks1Ti;>l1"1L The "sol1cl huocJ of 

\";tp"r" alJ.,11t the li L·:1dLt11d sug·;..:csh inure tli; 111 it tdls. 

Till' L111· uf ,.;cl<: c ti«11, 11-c call casrl:: infer, is the most 

essential priIJciple m tlcscriptive writing-. 

158. Laws of Unity and Coherence Applied to Description. 
.r\11y ul>3cct ,.;ccn liy th e eye is \·1cn-cd as ;1 11·iwlc . and 

literary descrip t iun must attC.:rnjlt tn ;..:in; th is irnpres­

,.;11111 <Ji t1111t1· lt> th e oh.wet c1cscnliei! Iii· ;1 c :1rcful sclcc­

tlun a!ld a mctliucl1cal :trr:mg-crnent of details. If the 
' · puint uf 1·icw" (sf'c ;.;cTtit•n 153, 2) is sh"11·n dis t i11dh-, 

the rc:1dcr 11·1 ii he as,.;i;.;tcd 1n ;..:;1ining· :1 Yicw (Jf tl;c 

wh o le . Stevenso n estahlishe s the pnint nf v i ew in his 
<le:--:•Tij)t1 1 )ll (if ~\r( )<..; np1)n t1F· '' ·~t1 1111 11 i t () f :1 k111Jl l ' ' 

th i~ ~~ ;, , t··, i . \\ -t · 11111...,i -..,11 ; )1<~ · <-:cirnC' 1) 1:t1 1 t{ Jl" the n ·:1d cr l)y 

n1can~ ,.i \•:lii clt Ire· c· ; u1 <llT:!ll).!(' the cll't:tils Jll"l' "l'lll\'d 

:md tlrn-; l':·r •:tk :rn i111:1_~ l ' in his rnind. F<>r th is rc: 1s01 1 

1 ( dct :tils 
arc put tu;;ctlicr : 1t r :mdom, :t s they " l'L' ll r t" tile w riter, 

the result wiil prubahly be confu sin g- to the reader. 
\Vhat cvcr p bn 1s decided npnn, it· mnst hf' f"llnwe,1 
l'(•ll Si ;; te11(l\· . 

159. The Force of Descriptive Writing.- \Vh c n th e 
wr iter has d o ne his best, it rem a ins true that e \·en the 
tiniest photog-raph ~i1·es a m or e exac t id e :t of an 11hjed 

Uwn pa g-cs of well-chosen and w c ll -a rran ).'."ed d e tail s . 
Fu r til1s r eason , modern m e th ods nf rcproduein i;· 

phutugraphs ha1·e multiplied, :u 1d 111 the m:q,.:-azinc 
article we arc rarely ldt to th e tex t al one to ~ain an 

ide a o( a scene ur an obiect. lllns tration has become 

an art by itself. it mnst n ot be forg-o tt e n , ho wever, 1 
! 
l 

th:it 11" 11r1•c1·ss .,f rcprodul'ti< 111 \1·ill ;..:in: s•>Il1L' dct.1ils 

that words 1·:1n, such :ts th<1S1' "f ,.;.,u 11 d :111d t>cl<>r :u1d 

(1,111·11. \J ., ru()\·L·r, \1·•1rds d" m<>rc· th:m rc·p 1«·scnl ~ 

tlll'y S\l>'.i~Tst. Tile \niter docs 11t>t clcpc:11tl ll]l<>ll his 

st:1kml'l1t only : ltc depends up"11 h1,., rc·:1dcr· s 11n:q,;111:1-

ti"11 . Lon;..:· <icseripti<> n ,.; . nf unfamiliar sc'L·ncs a11tl 

<>hJcCh a rc ii<•lllit less tiresome : but sJi.,rt, ,.;ugg·csti\·c· 

clt-,.;cr q>ll \T p:ts,.,:1:..;c,.; add t " the: Cil J«\·m,· 11t «f tilt· 

rl'atkr liv g i\·1ng :1 sense <>l r1_·:il 1t 1· th:1t lie \\·t>uld cithcr-

11·1 ,.;1· m is c: . :\<> i1i1·t11rc. 1111 S(Tll'S ,, ( Jllc'l\lrcs, t« >r 

i nstan ce. C\Til in u>1<lrs. c11u1i\ render tltc SL·nst: uf hL'.ill 

th:1t !( ipl 111:..: :..: i \Ts i1 1 t !1 is p:1r : 1~:Taph : 

'!' h :lt 1...,j)r in~ :· the nto lr:i"d in:e , that l~:tl 1 H 1 \\':t" ...;,n f,;nd ()f, 

never flowered. 'l'lle gTt_'CllJ". c r c; tn1 -cn lored. \\·axy lilns~on1--: 

were hc~t'. ;,,lled 11 ·,·f\1n_· tl1t·\· \\'t ·:·t· l oi· ;·:1 . :u1il 11:11·: :l ft·w ) f:11; ­

:--;:11t·ll:r1-..: ] ' t • l ' " \. ;1 n 1t..: 1~·1\\ " !l \\-IH_.:1 ll" :-..:.t~) "i\ ! 1:1 h i -..; hind It-~~ :t11 d 

'J' l: ( ·; 1 . i : ; l · :; 1 , ._. ; 1 l · ~ i . • 11 t · 1; t ~ t l. 111 i )( · :·c 1 l 11 '- ·. t t t ·rt.· i >: 

l ' l 

1 1 11 1 ~, Lr"L \ Ii \1,· 1rv:-. ;t1 1 • l 1_ · ;; r~1·1] li ];i1< .,f ,\(·:ti\ ·,t1ill , th(' lli d rl c :1 

]Hi(>J..., ~. an~ 1l( 1\Y!1 :t 11~l 1·:tk<·(l ••\·er . k t _ _.t'\lifl•._:- tih · le:t '--l f(H>tt11:t:--k ( •Tl 

thL· i r t·(l ;~t· -.: a;.;, if it h: td hc l' ll ( · ;t~t i11 i r •in tlic j11 il·\· :, !en1111t·d 

cn·t·pcr :-> fl· l l :1w: t\· fr1) 11 1 t i1c tn ·t· ..., tl1t· \ · c l 11 n g- t• ) and died at their 

feet the.: !) :u11l11\11~ ,,·1t h 1.. ·n ·d. 1..· i .·111h111 .'..~ \\.liL·n t llc lt•)t \\·inds tih·w, 

and tl1e nidss pcckd u!l th e n1c\..::-:. dL"cjl in the J:11H . .:k , till they 

"·en· :1s h:tn· :ind a ~ il<d :1~ tlic qui,·1..:rin:~ l.Jt1t· !1( •1ildcr:-; in the 

he1l (J: t !ic· ~irearn. - k11·J . ! :'\.,, lJ1 t" S 1·1 , )!/1! J1111_1..:t't ·-/>'/1 (1I.· 

160. The Nature of Narration. - \\"hcn :ll'ti•>11 is hrought 

to hl':tr upon a n ohjcct (J r a series 1 ,f (\lijcch . \1·c ha1·c 

m :ttL·rial f1Jr narr:1ti1J11 . :-\:\;T:1tit>11 dc:11s 11·1 t h 0L1 j ccts 

in acti1Jn, just a~; 1ksc:ripti1Jn rk:ils \\·i th thl'lll in repose. 

\Ve may dcsc rihc :t cnmp:tny "f ""ltlil'rs as thL·1· stand 

rcacly for th e 11·ord ot comrnarnl. c\s si •nn as tlte cnm­

pany ch:lll).!"t'S its pllsitiun or h1 c·a k,.; i11t" a march, 

action h q.; in s, and l\T rcL\tc t he chan;..:c,.; th:tl arc 

brou ght abuut. / \ nc11· element, it \1·il1 he seen, entt:rs 
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into narration - time . In describing the company of 
soldiers, we are not concerned with time; it is once 
and for all the same. As soon as it moves, howe,•er, 
we have to take account of the bpse of time. Each 
1no111e11t lincls the cin.:umstanecs slightly altered. It 
\\'e cumparc dcscripti,·c "·ith narrati\·c writing·, we can 

see how this fad "i time makes narration a much 
e: tsi<'r , more natural ta..;k th:m description . \\'hik th e 
soldiers were stationary, we C(lulcl d e .,crihe them; hut 
it take::; time tu dcscr1hl~ cv L·1i liric·t1y. Thc cyl' could 
take 111 tlic C<>lllpany at a glance; the written descrip­
tion, on the other haml, wonlcl take the r eader at least 
n minute to compreh e nd. Thus dc scripti,·c writini,; is 

alwnys running a lusin~· race ah:ainst time . 

Llealing with the object as it moves, i. e . , 
time, can more nearly keep 11p in the race. 

Narration, 
as it takes 

Narration 
cannot always succeed, howevc1·, in keepin g- C\·cn with 
the march of C\Tnts, for it "·ill frcr[licntly t:i.kc m:LI1y 

;-;l·11l\:11c·c·,.; l• • r'"·btc the ;1diu11 u( ;t icw sccu11Js . llun­
~;[ 1>11 Cass . i•;r L'~;1m 1 ,Jc. in slcal in~· Sib,; M:1rnn's 
guinca.'i, touf.; k~,; time than the ;wthur rn 11arratini;­
the event : 

There: were only three hidillg--placcs wl1cre he hatl ever heard 
11 f cuttager:-;' hu.trd:-:. !1 vin ::, lull!Hl . llit..: tli;tt, · l1 1 t]1t; lwd 1 and <t ll'> l.: 

in the l!nor. ~farncr's c<>llag-e had no thatch; anLl Dunst,lu's 
first act, after a train of thoug-ht made rapid by the s timulus of 
cup idity , \\·as to g-o up lo th e bed; hut whi le he did so, his 
e yes tran:Ied eag-erly m·cr th e flnor, \\·here th e bri c ks, distinct 
in the fire -light. we re discernil>le 1111der the sprinkling of sand. 
Rut nut cYcrywhcre: fo r there \\.{lS !lllC :-;p1 1t , ;L;Hl 11nc only, which 
was quit e con· rccl \\·ith sa11d, and s:\nd show i11g the marks of 
ting-ers, wh ich hacl app:trc nth· been card1 d l<J sprea d it nver 
a given s pace. lt w:tS nc:ir th e trccld les of the loom . Jn an 
instan t Dunstan d:trt<.:d to that sput ~ s\n:pt a\\.a\· tlic :-ialld with 

his whip, ancl, i11serti11g the thin e ncl rJf the ho.ok between the 
bricks, found that the}· were loose . ln haste he lifted up two 

bricks, a1a1 Sa\V \Vhat he had no doubt was the ubje1 .. : ! nf h1s 
search; for what could there be but money in those two leathern 
ba;..:-s? i\ncl, from thei r ,wight, thc·y 1lll1"1 he filler! with g-uine;:is . 
l>l1n:-.Lll1 felt ruunU thl' ji,.J<: . ti i liv 1..·cr Lti 11 tll~tt it ]i(·li.l ll•J I1l 41 ft: . 

then ll~lstily rep1:tn_·rl t1il:' l1 ri ch ~ . and -..,1 1rt..':1tl the ~~ 111r1 !•\"1..·r tli..:1 ;1. 

Hardly n11l re than f1\·t · 1ni1111ie~ l1~1d p:1~....,t·d ~;inl t• lit· (·11tvn:d the 

cntL1ge , l 111t 1t S t't.' ll~ cd °i ( ' l >1111 ·.Lt n l il·.t..· :t l<·n~ ,,·\1ik ;11Hl th<)\;~ J1 
hr \\":ts wi thu1:t any di:--.ti1H·t r~.' l " il _'..(ll i ti1 )n (1f tlic p r1...; ...... 1l 1ilit\· tl ; :d 

;\larner n1 i1..~·llt lw :tli,·c , :t11<1 1ni:..:,-l11 r1....· -1.."ntcr tlic l"•itl~1: . ...<.t' ~ tt :tny 

nHinH; nt, 11e f...-:lt an ll!hlciinal_.k dn·;1d L1yi n g hold 0:: 1 i11111. a~, li t"" 
rni..:.l' t11 ]i;., ft _-~· ! \l . ."i t lJ t ]J c l1~t'--': :-- ill hi..:. )i; t ;h] l Ji...· \\. 1 1\ :J d 1Lt " 1

1...."'.l 

nut in to ii11...· ~ L1rh1H. - ~ ...... ~t l id then t..· 11 Ji:~iilt..·r ,,· ]1 :11'. he ~ -l eo .d d ·• 

with the Lags. l \ t:; cl(l~cd the d(l!>r behind lii111 i1n1111...·di:tteh·. 

that he niig-ht ~h11t in the -..;!re:llll qf lig·lit · a ft..·\\" :--.tl....'iJ"' ,,., ,11ld ht• 

CllllUg"h t1) t..' arry Jii1n J-n.:yund Ll'tL1\· :1l l1y tlli...· .~lt.-:1111-.; fr• 1111 tlJt._· 

sh11t!cr-1...·lli11ks and tlil' l:t!ch-l1t1 ]e . The rai11 ;tnd tLtrk11e:--.:-; l1:tt! 

gnt thi cher , :t :iti lie w:t'-' gl:u1 ,,r it; th 1 111:..:_l1 it \l.":h :l \\·\.,;,,·: tr d 

w alking ,,·ith h(ltl1 llan(l..:. filk·d, ..._~, th;1t it ,,·as a..:. 1:1 111..·i 1 :t:-:. he 

could do to gra.;p hi-; wh ip :t l<>ng- \\·i1h ont> t>f the hag' . iltJI 

'vht>n lie b.'l.d R"rH· a y:1rd nr t\\'!), he 111i~lit take his ti111e. sl) 
he stepped fnr\\·ard intP ti1c dark11e ,..;~ _ -l; l · 4'\.:.'.1 :. 1-:1.1 11 1 S dt1\ 

,1!11rl/f ' ) 

161. Law of Selection in Narration. - - If narr;ll H •ll c:1 n ­

n"t kcTjl up \\·itli l'\"Cllh, tlic·rc.: h, tlwrc·f,,rL-. 111\l c·li 

the same necessity for sclcctin;,; actiuns tu rcLtti.: :t~ 

there is for selecting· (lctails to describe. :\:1rr:1tiu11 

.,hould fn]]fl\\" ;1di"11 ;is r;1pi dh· :ts p<>ss1hlt-. :111d t" 

accnmpli s h thi,; e nd. l111i111p<>rt:11it <>r rl·pc·;1\c·1l :1L·h i1i:i ·: 

be omittcLl. The more nearly the narr:tti\-c kL-cps tilllc 
with the train of e\'ents, the more interest ing it is . 
The only means by which it can gain time is hv the 
use of selection . This is especially important in lnn~ 
n arrat i,·cs . such :is hist1>1·ics :u1d nun.:b. \\h e re thL· 

c·hicf C\"C!lts of a number (lf ,·c:1r,.; arL· rce<>rtkd. :ind 

the i11ll 11ikly larg-cr number of minor al"li<>11,; :ln.: 

11ccess;tr1ly disrcg:1nlc1l. 

162. Coherence, the Chief Law in Narration.-- We arc 
guided in the selection of events by the principle uf 
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cuhere ncc . En ou g-h must be recorded to preserve the 
tiire:td "i the narr:it i1·c . Jn re:il life, events are con· 
nected. " ;; c :tt' tHilJ ticpcncl1n:_:· ll]JtJll :tll<!fht·r tll an cnd-
1e ~~ ch:t1n. 'f'hc llllpor~ :t::t iir1k;--; in t l1i~ ch:1i11 ~·:u1i1(it he 

( 1n11i tt_·d. 11 tli 1,_· rt ·:t(k r 1 ~ i•) (, 1];n\,- 1 IH.: ii:trr:tti\·c . ~1(Jrt'· 
0 n .:r, 1l is tl1t· 11T1ll'1"s iJus1 11css (!) set: th:1t the relation 
bct11·ccn the actions ii e n: t1Talcs is mad e quit e cle:tr. 
Coherence, then, is o f the first importance in narration, 
a~ St·lccl 1i i n 1~"" i 11 1lc ·:-;1_'r1; iti' 1: 1 . 

163. Propo rtion, Climax, :md Unity in Narration.-'l'he 
u~hcr 1itcr;try Lt \VS appl_\· Jil narration ; ts in C\yc r y f~ )nn 
of writm ~-, hut they ai·c le ss e sse n t ial th an the two 

pn1:c1;>1cs "f •;t·it-c~i";1 and ccihcrcnce . J\ narratur 
mt1sl llll l spc·rHi 1111due t illH: "r sp:it·c upun any ep isode 
i11 hi,.; Ltit.: 1, , t lw <lic;:tci1·:;;1ta~c ,,~ <itlier p:trts. \\" hat­
ever his sc:tie i.s, he sh<ltild fullu \\' it. Otherwise he 
w i ii c1·cnts, nr sli ;.:ht 
i:n ;J<<:·t:<llt <lllL'S . The 1:!1\· ,,f ciimax :1pp lit·s t·spccially 

111 1L t1T~ttic111, 1H..' 1...':1u~c ti1e i11 t..crc~l 1lf the r eader in th e 

opening of a s tury is n ecessarily slight. ·when he 
becomes i1wolve<l in the plot o f th e t a le , his interest 
wi li either gTnw ur disappear. As narrati1·c becomes 

complex, as one event leads to a number of results, 
t he reader's attention should be cng-age<l more firml y. 
A weak ending is nc\' LT so disappointing as in narra­
ti o n. Finally , every narrative sho uld have a s a center 
so m e o ne definite topic. For example, a hi story of the 
discove ry o f Am e rica, containing- many hundreds of 
pages, and relating num ernns events, \\'ill have but 
o ne principal subject - th e earl y explorati ons upon this 
h e misphere,- to which all the charncte rs, actions, and 
events will be made subordinate. 

164. Qualities of Excellent Narrative Writing.-A good 
narrative, then, will move rapidly; action will follow 

'~ - -f 
~7t._ __ _ 

":,-: ___ _ 

~ 

:j 

~· ~o 

action 111 close succession . <_lnl y signitic:tnt C\'C n ts \\'lli 

be dwell U jl• •11 ; muc:li 11·ill tlt' J>:tsscd <>\Tr \1·1t li J,rid 

11H: 11tio11. \'l'l the 1« 11 111cctl<•ll nf c \·cnh 1\·11] lw 111:1<1<\ 

l'Ltill tii t' r<:;1<i<.T \\·iii lH'\.tT " ]" ~'· tile· tlll'l':<<I. :\ " 

n i~ tl tl·r h(1\\' (_',)1 1i]Jlc:-: t1H_· 11:trr:it1i>11 lll: t_'1i:11~·s, it. \\·i: lL1\·t· 

a s11n;)lL· s~1li _:L·._ __ ·L ~t:-; the cc11tl·r . ~i11 t l \\ ·111 i lLl: -i.._·] 1 11ll \\ :tl1 

incrc;tsin~ 11ll.crc::>t to the cml. The f.,11<>1\'l <l :_:· 11ar1·;t t1\·•; 

passa~e illustrates especially the qualities of clcarncs~ 

and r:I] )idity: 

'l'i1c ~; t;1 rt i11 ~:. r 1\jll.: c..,b\_-Lt·n c, 1:1 \l1i'.t_' l 0'. .... lv: t ILLJ1(\, ;l~11l tiJt· -., tr11 ~l · 

1111 :--. li ijJp in:< hi:--.; <1~L r, p11-..,:1c _~, ti 1L' '; te rn :...:,-c11: ly •1ut : t.~ ;1i n 

'l' ilcre ~:n e :--; tlic ~c1.._.1 J1-;d .'• . .':1 ;11 ~ 1 inc :--;J1qrt n1iu utc !Jl11rc, :tnd \\·c 

arc off . ~h1irt rni nu tl', i11 tJe1...·d 1 \'(1l\ \\' ~111ldn't :->.Ly ~ .;, 1, if you 

\\'f'fe i11 the !iti:tt . \ \"i!i: \"(it;r lic:trl in y1Jur iu 111Jth, ;u 1d t rcrnl 1 l; n ~~ 

a ll o\·c r lil..:c a I11an with ti ll' p :Ll-..,>·· Ti1us1.._· :-..ix t v StTqn!]-.., l~ef1•;\_· 

the ,-,t.1rt in,~ .'...:lill 111 \ ' oi\;r rir:--i~ . h ... ' c· ~- \\' i l\', tllt~\ ' ~tre :t little life -­

Li Ill l.' . 

'' lh· .f tJ \T, \\'t.: ~ tH .. : drifti : i~ ill ~t~~ti11 ! '' :; :t id :'\lilkr, in l ~r , rr• >l' 

'l 'l1l· 1»:qJ::1i:1 i (\ (1;.:cd .:....·: ri ;11 , Li 1.:t s;t :d !\qtiJ! rH .. ~: it \\"t~; tu •> l.t ~t.· r:~1 \\ . 

for llln1 tn he 11n....;ilippi1H( ;v.._( aiJI. ·· Jl ere , catc h li()l d <) f the !rJ n .< 

lJo~t !_- )Hlllk, a n r] ft.•!1 r J Jit. ·r 11!l.'' 

!lardy, to wh om 111ls was addressed , st:<zed the ii«"t -h«ok, 
a nd. stanrlilll.'. with one fou l i 11 the waler, pressed \Ile end o f the 
1Ju;tt-h(1ok .:.q.::a i11s t the: g·un walc, at tlie ftill st rc tl·h uf hi~ ~ trn1, 

and su, l1y ui:till fur 1..:c , kcpt th e :~t ern 1.1ut. There w;1s just r() O ill 

fur stroke o"rs t<> dip, and that was :t! I. The starting rupe was 
as tan l as a h:trp s t r inl_'. . \\'ill :l l ilk r' s kfl hand lt<ild «L<t I 

lt is a n awful 111un1 c1H . Hut the cox s w;.ti11, tlulU;..!h alinu:--.t 

dragged bac kward s o ff his seat, is equal l" the occasiun . l le 
h olds his watc h iu his ri g ht hand with the till e r ro p e . 

"Eight secon ds more only. L ook o ut fo r th " Jl ash. J<.emc m· 
b e r , al l eyes in the IJoat . " 

The re it com es at last-the fla sh o f the starting gu n. L o ng 
before the smrnd o f the re port ca n ro ll up the river , the whole 
pent-up life and energy whi ch has been h e ld in leash, as it we re, 
for the last s ix minutes, is let loose and breaks away with a 
b o und am! a d ash. The starting ropes dro p from the 
co xswain's liands, the oars fla sh into the wate r aml gleam on 

" 
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