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PRETFACE.

Tmzse “ Letters” were originally pre-
pared in the form of “Lectures,” and
read to the pupils of the Qakland Female
Seminary, in 1848 and ’49. Such things
as were peeuliar to that institution, liave
been omitted, and they are addressed to
school girls generally, in the hope that
they may do some good. The author has
cver felt a deep interest in female educa-
tion. Ilc lahored under many disadvan-
tages in his hoylood, but he was always
cheered on in the pursuit of knowledge
by his mother.  Ile has found the acqui-
sition of kuowledge such a continual
source of pleaswre to him, that out of
gratitude to that mother, he resolved to
devote himself to the advancement of fe-
male cducation. Next to the pulpit, he
csteems it the most useful field in which
he could labor. Feeble health has pre-
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6 PREFACE.

vented iy (rom mueh pulpit fabov tor
many vears, and for nearly fourtcen years
he has had charge of o temale school.

There is no danger of spoiling our
davghters by too much eduecation.  Some
cdueated ladies are cceentrie, and negli-
ent of honschold affairs, but they would
he equally so without education.  (God,
who gave woman intelleet, also gave her
aflections.  The cultivation of her intel-
leet, will not cause her to love her chil-
dren or her household less, for a mother’s
heart will be trne to the instinet of na-
ture, unless corrupted by vice. A wo-
man that is fond of fashionable amuse-
ments, often sadly negleets her family
hut one fond of books, witl be desirous of
charing her enjoyments with herchildren,
and will love them more.

The best cducation that we can give
hier, will be none too mueh to qualify her
for her responsible duties. Boys are apt
to break away {rom a mother’s influence;
but if they feel that their mother is pos-
sessed o superior kuowledge, they will
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submit to her authority perhaps to mature
age. It will not be necessary for the
mother to make any pedantic display of
her learning, but its influence will be im-
perceptibly diffused in the ordinary, cvery-
day intercourse of the family.

Ify in addition to being well cducated,
she is also religious, what a Dblessed and
powerful iufluence may she exert! If all
the mothers in the land were such, what
a diflerent gencration wonld the noxt be
from the present or the past!

Iu the hope that this little volume way
contribute something to o result so desir-
able, it is sent forth with the prayer that
God’s blessing may attend if.

Oalland Seminary, Dec. 24, 1852.
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LETTERS

TO

SCHOOL GIRLS.

LETTER I.
STUDY.

How thankful should we be to God for the
many advantages, social and eivil, literary
and religious, with which we are surrounded !
When I address myself to school girls, [ am
addressing cvery young female in the land,
for all have the opportunity of acquiring
more or less ecducation at school. Many,
perhaps, do not appreciate the privilege, and
some may cven refuse to attend school, when
they have the opportunity ; but far the greater
number, I trust, are nrdcntly athirst for knowl-
edge, and delighted to drink at its crystal
fountains.

When girls go to school, they are, no
doubt, influenced by various motives. Some
13
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158 LETTERS T0 SCIOOL GIRLS.

name.  Expressions implying the name of

God, may also be a violation of the command,
even when the name is not directly used.
Sucl expressions as, “Upon my soul?’ 1
wish I may die!” «“Great goodness!” < La’s a
mercy P’ and others which we wounld shudder
to name, are all irreverent and wrong. They
are often used, I know, as thoughtless cx-
clamations, but we should not be thoughtless
about such important malters.

There is no necessity for expressions either
vulgar or profane. You can be just as well
understood without them. 1cople will believe
your aflirmation quile as readily as if’ you add
an oath to it. It is shocking to think that a
goung girl would use a profane cath. Dut it
does oceasionally oceur, that school girls are
as profane in their language as rude aud
wicked boys. T have heard of schools in
whiclt almost every girl would swear. Somne
set the example, and others thonghtlessly imi-

“tate it, without thinking of the shocking im-

picty. Let such girls remember that God will
wt hold those guiltless who take his name in
-ain.  Gentlemen never swear in the presence
of ladies, nor ladies in the presence of gentle-
men., I all would remember that they are
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ever in the presence of the great God, would
it not effectually check them?

You should not allow yourself to jest about
serious things. Some persons will quote
verses of hymns, and texts of Seripture, to
produce a laugh, by the ludicrous application
they make of them. Thisis wrong. Religious
subjects, and religious persons and things,
should always be treated with seriousness and
respect. If he that swears by the temple
swears by Him that dwells in the temple,
surely those who trifle with religious subjects
are trifling with that God who has taught us
to be religious.

When you go to church, let your whole de-
poriment be  serious and vespeetful. Al
langhing, and talking, and merry jests, in the
Louse of God, are out of place. UWHow pro-
fane to trifle in the presence of God! to go
to his house, under the pretense of worshiping
him, and insult him there! God is ever pres-
ent; but when we attempt to worship him, he
is peeuliarly present for purposes of mercy and
salvation.

Whenever we are present at devolional ex-
crcises—whetlier in the family, or the school-
room, or the church—we should remember


































































































































244 APPENDIX.

may, by some persons, be considered too masculine
for girls. They fear that such an ednecation would
destroy those characteristics which are the charms
of the sex, and send woman out of the orbit of do-
mestic duties into the rude strifes of men. We be-
lieve such fears to be unfounded. Those females
who deliver public harangues, and desire to be
heard in legislative halls and political contests, are
like the meteors that blaze across the sky, and dis-
appear; they are unsubstantial vapor, which can
make no impression on the beauty and harmony of
the system.

(od made wonman for domestic duties, and her
nature inust be very much perverted before she can
cease to love such duties. Modesty and kinduess are
a part of her being, and it is hard to obliterate them.
They may, indeed, be perverted, and then woman
becomes a monster; but she is oftener true to the in-
stincts of nature and the dictates of humanity, than
man. Look at France, when the tide of infidelity
swept over it in the first revolution! What fiends
did men become!  Some women, too, were degraded
into monsters of cruclty; but there were noble in-
stances of mothers, wives, and daughters, rising
above the degradation of the times, and displaying
heautifully and gloriously the peculiar virtues of
these relations. As an instance, the wife of Marat,
who was only less cruel than Robespierre, often, by
her intercessions, saved his vietims from destruetion.
And if the floods of infidelity could not obliterate
those feminine graces which are the peculiar charm
of the sex, is there any danger that education will
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destroy them? Fducation destroy modesty, and dif-
fidence, and love of home, and make woman bold
and masculine? Was any thing so preposterous cver
conceived! I thought that true and thorough schol-
arship made man or woman mniore modest and diffi-
dent, because it gave a better view of the vastness
of the fields of knowledge. Addison was a fine
scholar, and one of the most beautiful writers of his
age, and yet he was so modest—so bashful, if you
please—that he could not converse in the presence
of strangers. The diffidence was natural.  Eduea-
tion, instend of destroying, perhaps increased it.
Dr. Johnson, too, was a scholar, but was rude and
overbearing in conversation; but had he been desti-
tute of education, he would have been a bully among
a different clnss of persons. The effect of all kinds
of knowledge is to humanize and polish—not to de-
grade and brutalize. Addison's beautiful illustra-
tion drawn from a rough block of marble, polished
by the statuary, aptly exhibits the influence of edu-
cation on man of woman. 1f you oceasionally meet
with educated women who are bold and masculine,
those defeets must not be attributed to their educa-
tion. They have them in spite of it. How can ed
neation destroy the domestic virtues and affections ¥
Vice may, indeed, destroy them. The mother that is
fond of balls and theaters, will neglect her children,
and lose natural affection for them. Butan intelli-
gent, virtuous mother, will love her child more than
au ignorant one. If this be not so, then Iet mothers
be kept in total ignorance, as among the Mohamme-
dans. Educate all the mothers, nnd you improve the
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