














GUIDE TO COMPOSITION.

2. Man. A {tall man. An upright ‘man.
An old man. An honorable man.
A good man. An intelligent man.

3. City.. 5. Child. 7. Farm. 9. Forest.

4. House. 6. Storm, 8. Fruit. 10. Garden.

EXERCISE IL—WORDS.

Place appropriate words before each of the following, as in the
preceding exercise. Should any of these exercises be thought toc
long for the younger pupils, they can easily be divided.

1. Street. 3. Brook. 7. Animal.
2. Horse. 4, Summer. 8. Narrative.

5. Evening.
6. Journey.

EXERCISE IIL.—WORDS

Let the pupil add to each of the following adjectives two or more
appropriate words, as in the model.

1. Young. A young man. A young horse.
A young woman. A young bird.

A young ftree. A young lion.

2. Small. 4. Old. 6. Bad. 8. Beautiful.
3. Large. 5. Good. 7. Pretty. 9. Horrible.

EXERCISE 1V.—WORDS.
Add words, as in the preceding exercise.

1. Sweet. 3. Long. 5. Tall. 7. TFaithful.
2. Dark. 4. Short. 6. Noble. 8. Cheerful. i

Nore.—Such exercises may be multiplied at the pleasure of (Le
teacher.

EXERCISE V.—PUNCTUATION.

How should three or more words, used in the same way, be
_separated ?

PUNCTUATION. 11

Three or more words, used in the same way, should be
separated from each other by commas; as,

A tall, straight, and beautiful trce.
A new, large, expensive, fashionable house.

ExrraNaTioN.—Tall, straight, and beautiful, being used in the same
way, that is, all describing tree, are separated by commas.

For the same reason, there are commas between new, large, expensive,
and fashionable, which describe house.

REMARK.—Two words used thus with a conjunction aro
not usually separated by a comma; as,

A tall and straight tree.
If the conjunction is omitted, the comma is used; as,
A tall, straight trce.
Nore.—For this rule complete, see page 51, Ex. 79.
»

EXERCISE VI—PUNCTUATION.

Correct the following sentences, as in the model. Two sentences
are correct. Let the pupil find them.

1. a small white and old-fashioned house
Corrected.—A small, white, and old-fashioned house.

Reason—A should be a capital, because it is at the beginning.
See page 9, Ex. 1.

Small, white, and old-fashioned should be separated by commas,
because they are used in the same way, all describing house. Ses

page 11, Ex. 5. »

There should be a period at house, because it is at the close.

-

2. a noble, brave and patriotic citizen

3. a long tedious and dangerous journey

4. an honest temperate and industrious man
5. an innocent open-hearted beautiful child
6. A calm, pleasant, moonlight night.
7.°a bright cloudless and beautiful sky |

8. a safe swift and commodious steamer
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B. Wool from the ——— back is made into

the skins of animals into
6. There is a land where the roses are without ———, and

the lily grows not among
7. In that land there is ——

There are flowers that never ————,

there are no wars nor quarrels, but all

8. In that
one another.

EXERCISE XIV.—PHRASES.

GUIDE TO COMPOSITION.

—, and

spring, and light without

Fill the ellipses with words or phrases that will complete the
sense, writing out each sentence in full.

greatly amused.
The company were greatly amused.

blown down by the gale.
lost in the storm.

made known to the publie.
returned late from school.
seen by the faint starlight.
in the same country town.
under the shade of the trees.
at the rising of the sun.
with corn and potatoes.

EXERCISE XV.—PHRASES.
Supply the ellipses, as in the model.

are often lost,

Valuable opportunities of doing good are often lost.

sometimes told.

some men.

with his sister.

carriage.

related of Washington.

~ horrors of war?
field of battle.

8. Many

9. Thousands

EXERCISES
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the camp.
serve the Lord.

EXERCISE XVI.—PHRASES.

. The men
. We should
The ships

. We must
. Every one

O ©OWT SO W

. In gardens

=

The ship —_—
New York ——

. In youth —_

R R

—

They removed the trees with

Fill the following blanks with phrases.

difficulty.
difficulty.

with reluctance.

with cheerfulness.

a fair wind.

dark clouds.

morning of life.

future with hope.

the just and the unjust
knowledge.

apd flowers.

EXERCISE XVIL—PIRASES.
Supply the ellipses.

friends
s visiting her friends

country.
tn the country.

_ store — city.
gale sea.
miles Boston.
. The clephant ———— found countries.
toy —— play.
———— and a cow ———— pasture.
———— horse ——— stable.
careful ——— habits.
— feed ————— and chickens

EXERCISE XVIIL—PUNCTUATION.
What does an interrogation point denote?
AN INTERROGATION POINT ( ?) denotes a question ; as,

Will you go? Has he come?

Com.—2












GUIDE TO COMPOSITION.

will sccure
in the universe were made

" EXERCISE XXVII.—PHRASES.
Fill the blanks.

1. One sad, cold night, Snow fast, —— wind
—— shrill.
2. Not a star seen sky.
3. Some good men dog hunt want help.
4. In a short time, heard dog back.
. b. On looking out saw boy back.
6. The poor child stiff cold. scarcely hold
—— dog's back.
7. He had lain snow too weak walk.
8. He felt dog pull coat heard
park.
9. He could just back, put arm neck.
10. Thus he rode house. :
11. They care till snow gone sent

home.

EXERCISE XXIX.—PHRASES.
Fill the blanks.

1. A man flecing pursuers take life.

2. When they close avoided turning
road.

3. Not far gaw opening cave.

4. This concealed bushes.

5. He rushed hoping bushes hide ene-
mies. . ‘

6. Just bushes had ceased motion, caused

hastily pushing s bird lit them sing.
7. Exactly moment, pursuers up see-
ing cave cuter.
. however, observed —— bird fly as

8. One

GOUD USAGE—CAUTION FIRST. o5

came up persuaded friends no one lately
or bird not there.
9. So, fearing lose time rushed on, lifs ——
saved.
10. Thus, God —— means bird preserved man ——
enemies.

EXERCISE XXX.—GOOD USAGE.

What kind of words should we use in composition #

In composition we should use those words alone which
are employed by good writers and speakers.
What is the use of good writers and speakers called ?

The use of good writers and speakers is called good
usage.

As we can not all read these authors for ourselves, how shall
we ascertain what s good usage ?

We may learn what is good usage from dictionaries,
spelling-books, and works on grammar and composition.

ReM. 1.—The authors of such books are supposed to have ascer-
tained, by examination, what is good usage.

ReM. 2.—The several directions contained in this book under the
title of CavuTioxs, are designed to include the essential principles of
good usage, as applicable to words, phrases, and sentences.

, E’XERCISE 'XXXI.—CAUTION 1.
Undignified expressions. »
What is the fir§t caution mecessary in the use of words?
CavutioN 1.—Avoid all undignified expressions; as,

pluck, for courage ;
twit, for accuse;

gent., for gentleman ;
piteh into, for attaclk.

Rem. 1.—Some words may be used in conversation that aro
not sufficiently dignified for composition.
Com.—-3 i .




in conversatica or composition.

one, is called a Euphemism; as,

JSatherly and paternal ;
motherly and maternal ;

in the term undignified.

UNDIGNIFIED EXPRESSIONS.
A mint of money,
A stitch in time,
> Bother,

Clodhopper,
Cross-grained,
Codger, .
Cock and bull story,
Dog-cheap,

Deviltry,
Fiddlestick,

Gift of the gab,
Hurly-burly,

Incog.,

Jollification,

Nick of time,

One foot in the grave,
Pellmell,

Shirk,

Sure as fate,

Turn a penny,

.. To stick to,
Thick as hops,
- Tickle,
- To go ahead,

GUIDE TO COMPOSITION.

ReM. 2.—Tow or vulgar words should never bhe

.

Rear. 3.—-A softened expression, used in place of a harsh
dislike, for hate;  he docs not speals the truth, for he lics;
deceive, for cheat;  he s intemperate, for he is drunk.

ReM. 4.—Words that mean ezactly the same thing are called
synonyms, or synonymous words; as,

celestial and heavenly;
swiftness and velocity.

REeM. 5.—The following arc examples of expressions included

Their use is called an offense against ProrrieTy.

THEIR MFEANING.
Great wealth.
Precaution.

Trouble.

A plain man.
Ill-natured.

A countryman.

An absurd story.
Very cheap.

Very wicked conduct.
Of trifling value.
Talkativeness.
Tumult, bustle.
Unknown, in disguise.
Mirth.

Good season.

Very aged, or ill.
Without order.
Avoid.

Certain.

Make money.

To persevere. k
Very plentiful.
Please.

To be active and prompt. .

(4

used ecither

UNDIGRIFIED EXPRESSIONS.
Tit for tat,

CAUTION FIRST. 27

THEIR MEANING.
A fair equivalent

Tooth and nail, Violently.

Thick-skinned, Stupid.

Topsy-turvy, With the head downward.
Ups and downs, Changes.

Whit, A very small part.

Wild-goose chase,

Unsuccessful pursuit.

EXERCISE XXXII.—CAUTION 1.

Correct the undignified expressions, as in the model.

1. His assailant pitched info him ftooth and nail.
Corrected.—His assailant attacked him violently.

Reason.—-Pitched into and tooth and nail are undignified expres:

sions,

Note.—Words to be substituted for undigyified expressions may be
found in the dictionary. Most of the following are contained in the

list on

-
o

pages 26 and 27.

The gent. had no cause of complaint.

They hurried pellmell into the dining-room.

There was a Ahurly-burly in the streets.

Many have pluck enough where there is no danger.

. He traveled incog. through the country.

A man gains nothing by shirking duty.

He found himself on a wild-goose chase.

A mint of money will not save us from the ups and downs
of life.

The speaker was evidently very thick-skinncd.

Napoleon generally got the upper hand in hés battles.

We should not unnecessarily bother others.

It is a pity that he does not long hold in one mind.*

The man was cager to turn a penny.

It sounded like a cock and bull story.

He will be there as sure as fate.

They arrived just in the nick of time.

* Continue of the same opinion.


















GUIDE TO COMPOSITION.

unless closely connected with some particular word, should

be separated from the rest of the sentence by commas; as,

Agoin, I say unto you, rejoice.
A man, one day, met a traveler,
1 could not, under the circumstances, refuse.
e, to0, may be guilty of too great self-confidence.
Exrraxation—Again, one duy, under the circumstances, and the first
too, come under the rule; but the second 00 is too closely connected
with great to admit a comuna.
Res.—The following are a few examples of the kind of
words and phrases included in the rule:

Nay, First, In fuet, Of course,
Well, Finally, In short, Without doubyt,
As yet, Secondly, In zeneral, Now and then,

Once more, Accordingly,  In the next place, On the one hand.

RULE 2.—Adjectives, following the noun to which they
refer, are, with their dependent words, separated from the
rest of the sentence by commas; as,

Felix, willing® to please the Jews, left Paul bound,

A friend, always faithful, is beyond price.

A Crow, having stolen a piece of meat, flew to a tree to eat it.

Exvranarion—Willing, faithful, and having stolen, as adjectives
following their nouns Fulir, friend, and crow, are, with their depend-
ent words, separated from the rest of the sentence by commas.

QuUESTIONS.— What is the rule for the comma with adverbs and adverbial
phrases?  What for adjectives ?

EXERCISE XLIX.—TIE COMMA.

Punctuate the following examples properly.  Oneexample is correct,

See Ist and 2d Rules for commas.

1. In ancient times the Jews were in a peeuliar scnse
the people of the Most Iligh.

® All participles are adjectives. (Sce Pinneo's Primary Grammar p. 144,)

PHRASES.

Corrected.—In ancient times, the Jews were, in a peculiar
sense, the people of the Most High.

Reason.—In ancient times and in a pecw/{ar sense are explanatory
phrasesa

2 An elephant crossing a bridge broke through.

Corrected.—An  elephant, crossing a bridge, broke

through.

Reason.—Crossing is an adjective (participle) following its noun
elephant, and, with its dependent, bridye, should be separated by
conmas.

3. A man one day wmet a traveler.

4. Fvery day in some mansion or other sorrow makes its
appearance.
5. One of them chmbing a free secured a place of shelter.

.

6. The other Zying on the ground pretended to be dead.

7. Our heavenly Father ever kind and juithjul protects his
children. i

8. I proceed, thirdly, to speak of wild flowers.

9. Moreover there is danger in negleeting duty.

10. We should cultivate the mind and particularly the
judgment.

11. He too was present on that important occasion.

12. He is, foo, ignorant to be successful. (See Rule 1, iast
example)

13. His energy crushing all opposition was speedly tri-
umphant.

14. In short yicld to no discouragements.

15. The lamb kaving strayed from the fold was caught and

devoured by a wolf &

EXERCISE L.—PHRASES.

THE STAG AND THE HORSE.

Sece that the spelling, capitals, points, and words supplicd are cor-
rect, and that the Ayphen at the end of the line divides the words
properly.

1. A Stag
that ———— him.

horns drove pasture a Horse
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