






























































































































































































































































170 ORAL DESCRIPTION.

LESSON XC.

As a further exercise for securing correctness and
fluency in speaking, let one of the class take up an en-
graving and without previous preparation deseribe orally
what he sees in it, while the rest watch for mistakes in
his language. Whoever thinks he observes an error,
rises and offers his correction. If the teacher decides
that he is right, he proceeds with the description till
some one finds him in fault. The picture, having been
thus orally discussed, is then made the subject of written

compositions.
The engraving on the opposite page, for instance,
might be treated as follows :—

A, being first called on, says: “The scene represented I should sup-
pose to be near some manufacturing village in New England. The time is
July or August, as the grain is ripe; and the hour is not far from noon,
for the shadows cast are short, and a girl is apparently carrying their din-
ner to two men who are working very diligent.”

Here I interposes an objection, that the adverb diligently, and not the
adjective diligent, is needed to modify the verb are working. The teacher
finds his point well taken, and B proceceds: *“In the foreground two men
are engaged in cradling grain—whether wheat ov rye I can not tell.  They
lay it evenly in swaths. Near by a dog is setting, watching the approach-
ing figure.”

Several rise. (), being the first on his feet, is asked for hig criticism,
and says that B used setting for sitting. e is told to go on, and says, “ A
girl has justentered into the field.” D hereupon suggests that-info is wrong,
as the object really belongs to the verb enfers. *“ Right,” says the teacher;
“go on.”

“It scems to be a colored girl,” says D. “She has a basket on one
arm, and a pail in her hand. Behind her is the tow-path of the canal. On
it is 2 man with two horses.” Here Z, rising, claims that 4s, as just used,
was wrong, for that two subjects, taken together, require the plural form
are. D replies that there is but one subject, man—~horses being the object
of the preposition with—and that s, therefore, is right. The teacher
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decides in D's favor, and he proceeds. *The two horses,” says he, “are
like many that'I have seen on canals, old and lean—particularly the hind-
most one.” F rises and makes the point that, as hé is speaking of but two,
he should use the comparative hinder in stead of hindmost.. F's criticism
is admitted as sound, and so the description of the picture procceds till
every part has been touched upon. ‘

RURAL INDUSTRIAL SCENE.

‘The engraving suggests the following subjects for compositions :

Agriculture,—Its importance, as supplying what? Its antiq-
uity—when and where first practised? The farmer’s life—in
spring—in summer—in autumn—in winter.  Agricultural opera-
tions—ploughing, planting, mowing, cutting grain (describe the
cradle, as shown in the engraving—why it is used). Advantages
and disadvantages of the farmer’s life.

Manufactures.—Meaning ; mention some manufactured articles
made here—mention some imported. Factories; describe their ex- -
ternal appearance (the one in the picture, for instance); generally
situated how, and why? What may take the place of water, as a
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