




































































ELEMENTS OF RITETORIC. P 1

stances just mentoned would serve (o aceount for it
QUL IO S0, Wil respect o osuch an Arciment as his

[C(C (RN . e B oy o . .
haviug bleod on his clothes:” which would therefore

be referred to the other class.
And hieee letic be observed, once for all, that whea 1
s 3 s ‘o \' 2 s 1 1 1
speak of arguing from Cause to titlect, it is not intended
to naintin te real wid proper t‘f[x(';u'y of what are culi-
ed Physical Canses to produce their respective Fileets,
hat o coter mto any discussion of the controversios
% | - e 3 7
winehr have been rused on that pomty which would he
i;m‘”‘n Ixum thie present prrpose. The word << Canse,”
therctores is o be widerstood s emploved in e pogiilar

SURNE §as woell as the plase of "(1('('()uming for " any

fact.

As fur, tien, as any Cause, popularly speaking, has a
fenaend Yy to proauce a certain e . s L s

Trennent

i eanse - exastenee s an Argument for thar of the Efiet.
Fihe Canse Wiy sufles -
ICthe Canse be tully sufficient, and no jm-

pediments intervene, the tivet in question follows cop-

tunlys and the nearer we appinach: to this

the s stronge
L Arguinent.
A L N WO £ Ko i .
Uiy is the kind ol Argument whicl, produces {when
- 3 Ho ENRC N Co - = sfess R oF
short of ahsolife eevtainty) that speetes of the Prob-

abie which s usually - called the Plausible.

Plavsibality, - : K

Ou this subject Dro Campbell has some valu-
O PRSP I 5 o
able remarks in his Philo osophy  of Rhetoric, (hook

5 che vik) though he has been led e a sood

erpiexity, partdy by not having logically ang-

-

.~

1
by departing, unnccessarily, from the ordina-

PV TS R T 1ot el T : :
Ty use of ternis, in treating of the Plansible as somethine

G, Tl &

distinet from

o

IELATE

L s

g0 of COBVICTHoON 35

the Probuble, instead of regarding it as a

species of Prohability.

This is the chief kind of Probability which poets, ox
otdier writers of fiction, aim at; and in sueh works s
often desiznatd by the term Copataral.” b Woriters of
his lee, as they aim not at producing belicly are allow-
~d to tke their ¢ Causes ™ for granted, (i c. o assumne
anv hypothesis they please,) provided they make the
Ifects follow natraily; I‘t‘i)]'t‘.\t}m.mjj, that is, the per-
sonres of the fiction as acting, and the events &5 result-
iney in the swne maumer as micht have been expected,
supposing the assiined circmmstanees o have heen 1’«'4;
And henee, the great Fadier of Criticism establishes Los
paradosical maxin, that impossibilivies which appear
;n'ub:fl.ln-‘ are to be }m‘t« Ted to nm\mmm 5 which appear
fprotihie. Por, as he j;;_\:l‘: observes, the iupossibili-
o ol the hypothesis, as e. g v Homer, the familiar -
t

d 1 ti1 | - it Telonsl
tercourse of Tods wit th mortas, is no bhar to the kind ol

Probability (i. e \(n&nm.\tmiw, 1«‘(1\\110(1 those mor-

* 1 el 1ot mr':m.l\'}\'.x-\rr HY///rr///u'l"\u\\.m‘AH.r Vetan 5 Pl s
sible T waonld apply, would be o strict propriety called I)lw}mwu’,
~ v § o . i i

as e i we hnd hlu_\' ascertained some story that hiad Boen bl s

jerhit sl omav, 1t was oa plamune Taw

t, he an imposition, we m

s protulle”

thouarh, :Au'hst*rlm-m G thoy deteetinn, the word
But corfainly common usare warrants the

il &

be so proper 1y «'\N‘Iit“lv

: 2§ o T o orqo
nse of ¢ probable Cin many cases, on the eround ot this plivisbat

% i of gn - - " Vil T stacy, 4
alone & viz. the adequacy of some canse, knmwn, or Hkely to exst, to

produee the effeet in question

b1t s also important Sor thenn, thoveh nob so essentind, to keep
clear of the improbable air prodaced by the introduction of -\"nh
whieh, thonoh not unnatural, have a great preponderance of chances

against them. The distinetion hotween these two kinds of fauits is

pv\mf»‘r‘ ont inoa passage in the Q!I'\rtl‘r’._\’ }\r-\'ww, fior which see A‘P

pendix, [A ]




















































G5 ELEMENTS OQF RUETORIC Pant ¥

fucilitate the exercise of Abstraction ; a power which in
such hearers ¢ usually the most imperfect. This mode
of reasoning corresponds 0 a ceometrical demonstration
by means of o diagram ; In which the fizure placed
before the learnct is an individual, employed, as he soon
comes to perceive, as a sign, though not an arbitrary
sign,* representing the whole class. The algebraic
signs, again, are arbitrary 5 each character not bebne itself

an individual of the class it represents. These st there-
fore correspond to the abstract terms of a language.
Under the head of Invented Example, a distinction is

raveana 072D by Aristotle, hetween mee@oti and

lusiration. i Vv < 3 :
Usiration Aepas: from the instances he oves, 1t 1S pfum

thut the former corresponds (not to Parable, i the scuse
in which we use the word, derived from that of e i,
i the Sacred Writers, but) to iilustration ; the latter to
Fable or Tale. In the former. an allusion only is made

to a case easily supposable ; in the latter a bettous story

is narrated.  Thus, In his instance above cited, of -
tration, if auy vne, instead of a mere allusion, should relute
a tale, of mariners choosing a stcersman by lot, and being
wreched o consequence; Avisioide would evidently bave
placed that under the head of Lozos.  The ailir meth-
od is of course preferable. from its hrevitv, whenever
the allusion can be readily undersiood @ and accordingly it
is common, in the case of well-known fables, to allude
to, instead of narrating, them. That, e. . of (he horse

and the stag, which he gives, would, in the present day,

T Phe words, written op spoken, of ane lansnepe, are arbrtrary
signs ; the chaructess of Picture-writing or Hicroglyphie, are notura

eigny,

(RN

LA

H
E

Coage, 1157 OF CONVICPION, 69

Le rather alluded o than told, i we wished o dissuade o
people from calling i atoo powerful asibary. Tois

sht have been anade b

evilent that a ke distineion an

respect of historical examnples § those cases which are weil-

known, being ofien merely alluded 1o, and not reciied.
The word ¢“Fable” is at present generally limited to

those fictions in which the resemblance to the matter in

. - ! Y0 SR TR T
auestion is nob diveety bat analogical ;) the othe chass

bring enfled Novels, Tales, & Those resemblances
are (as Dr. A. Smith bas observed) the most striking,

in which the things compuared are of the most dissimilar
natire : as s the ease in what we call Fables s and such

:Ir‘r'nt‘r“ﬂ‘;l

voare venerably preferved for armunentative

1 B 1 . pirie L
purposes, noth trom that crrendimstianes itset, Wt atsy ot

acconnt of the ereater breeity which s, for that reason,

not only alfowed but requived in the.®  For a Fable
span ont o a great lenzth beeomes an Allezory, which
eoenerally satiates and disgusts 5 on the other hand; a fic-
titious tale, hiaving a more direet, and therefore less strik-
r.

Lite

fug resuiebloee to reddity, requives that an intorest in
g :

events and persons should be created by a longer detail,

BE

g T ooy

would be msipid. The Fable of

1d Man and the Bundle of Sticks; compared with the

without whach i

i
i

iliad, may serve to exemplify what has been said; the
moral conveyed by cach being the same, viz. the strength
acquired bv union, and the weakness resuiting from

division 1 the Iatter fiction would he perfeety meinid if

conveved i a few Hues § the fonner, wtwenty -lowr boo
insupportable.

* A Novel or Tale ity be compuwred o a0 Pleture ;a0 Pable, to a

Device.
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122 ELEMENTS OF RHETORIC. Parr I

though he may be of such a character as to disdain em-
ploying such arts, must not want the ability to do so, or
he would not be prepared to counteract them. = An
acquaintance with the nature of poisons is necessary to
him who would administer antidotes.

§ 2.

There is I conceive no point in which the idea of
Prejudice ox. ishonest artifice is so intimately associated
ining aeninst it that of Rhetoric, as the address to the
of Feelings: Teelings or Active Principles of our nature.
This is usually stigmatized as ““ an appeal to the Passions
instead of the Reason; ” as if Reason alone could ever
influence the Will, and operate as a motive ; which i
no more can, than the eyes, which shew a man his road,
can enable him to move from place to place; or than
a ship provided with a compass, can sail without a wind.
It may be said indeed, with truth, that an orator does
often influence the Will by improper appeals to the
Passions ; but itis no less true that he often imposes
on the Understanding of his hearers by sophistical Argu-
ments : yet this does not authorize us to reprobate the
employment of Argument. But it seems to be ‘common-=
ly taken for granted, that whenever the feelings are
excited they are of course over-excited. Now so far is
this from the fact, — so far is it from being true, that
men are universally, or even generally, in danger of
being misled in conduct by an excess of feeling, that the
reverse is at least as often the case. The more gene-
rous feelings, such as Compassion, Gratitude, Devotion,
nay, even rational and  rightly-directed Self-Love,
H:)f)e, and Fear, are oftener defective than excessive :

Cuar. 1. § 2. OF PERSUASION. 123

and that, even m the estimation of the parties them-
selves, if they are well-principled, judicious, reflective,
and candid men. Do the feelings of such a man, when
contemplating, for instance, the doctrines and the prom-
ises of the Christian Religion, usually come up to the
standard which he himsell thinks reasonuable 7 And
not only in the case of Religion, but in many others
also, a man will often wonder at, and be rather ashamed
of, the coldness and languor of his own feelings, com-
pared with what the occasion calls for : and even makes
etforts to rouse in himsell’ such emotions as he is con-
scious his reason would approve.

In making such an effort; a curious and liportant
fact is forced on the attention of every one

The senti-
who reflects on the operations of his own it e
mind 5 viz. that the Feelings, Propensitics, e trert
the Wiil.

and Sentiments of our nature, are not, like
the Intellectual Faculties, under the direct control of
Volition. The distinction is much the same as be-
tween the voluntary and the involuntary actions of dif
ferent parts of the body. One may, by a deliberate act
of the Will, set himselfl to calculate,—to reason,— to
recall historical facts, &e. just as he does, to move any
of his limbs : on the other hand, a Volition to hope or
fear, to love or hate, to fecl devotion or pity, and the
like, 1s as ineffectual as to will that the pulsations of the
heart, or the secretions of the liver, should be wltered.
Some indeed are I believe (strange as it would seem)
not aware of the total ineflicacy of their own efforts of
volition in such cases : that is, they mistake for a feel-
ing of gratitude, compussion, &c. their conviction that

the case is one which calls for gratitude or conmpassion.
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