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P en u m b ra l Zone R es id u a  o f P a s t Im p re s s io n s

"Penumbral Zone Residua of Past Impressions" is intended for a large string  
orchestra, the ideal balance consisting of 24  v io lin s , 18 vio las, 18 'cellos, and 
12 basses, each divided into 6 sections. I t  Is in one continuous movement, but 
w ith several strongly constrasting sections. The beginning and ending sections 
change meter often, keeping a common eighth-note pulse, except where 
otherwise indicated. In two passages, mm. 3 5 2 -3 8 9  and 3 9 8 -4 4 5 ,  I have called 
for the use of two contrasting meters, related by a ra tio  of 3 :2 , to be used 
simultaneously.

The score was prepared on a Macintosh Plus using Mark of the Unicorn's 
Professional Composer software. One of the idiosyncracies of this program at 
present is that it occasional E m e rg e  symbols together where separate parts 
are presented on the same staff]. An especially good example can be found in m. 
72  of the v ln -3  part. Here thejnote heads for d and e are merged to form one 
oblong head that occupies the s ta ff positions for both notes, looking somewhat 
s im ila r to a small version of a fa m ilia r symbol for a tone cluster. Accidentals 
may be merged also. Fortunately, this collision happens only In a few passages 
in this piece, especially mm. 4 7 -5 1  and 6 5 -7 4  of the v io lin  parts.

The somewhat enigmatic t it le  of this piece Is actually a quote. The source Is 
the text of the decision rendered by Judge John Woolsey in the t r ia l which 
u ltim ate ly  led to the legal admission Into this country of Ulysses by James 
Joyce. Judge Woolsey, in a very  lucid account of his own personal understanding 
of the book, wrote:

"Joyce has attempted— tt seems to me, w ith astonishing success--to show 
how the screen of consciousness with its ever-sh iftin g  kaleidoscopic 
impressions carries , as it  were on a plastic palimpsest, not only what is in the 
focus of each man's observation of the actual things about h im , but also a 
penumbral zone residua of past Impressions, some recent and some drawn up by 
association from the domain of the subconscious. He shows how each of  these 
impressions affects the life  and behavior of the character which he is 
describing."

— United States vs. One Book called Ulysses
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