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CHAPTER 1

THE PROBLEM
The Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is: (1) to organize in ome
complete work the facts relating to the foundation and sub~
sequenf development of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint
Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana; (2) to show the place of the
vCongregation in the educational system of the Catholic parochial
schools in the United States; and (3) to point out the contri-
butions of the Sisters of Saint Francis to the field of education
through their work in elementary and secondary schools and through

their endeavors in higher education and teacher training.
The Need for the Study

The fact that the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint
“Frgncis is reaching its one~hundredth year of continuous and
progressive development makes it appropriate and essential to
write a comprehensive historical account of its life as an
institution for the promotion of education.
Second, because many of the historical’data relating to the
Congregation are at present scattered and not readily accessible,

there is an obvious need that the material be collected and made
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available for use by‘members of the Qongregation and by friends
of the Sisters.

Third, the availebility of a complete work on the history
of the Oldenburg foundation will answer the requests of the members
themselves and of the pupils in their schools for some authentic
narrative of the historical backgrounds of this contemporary
teaching organization.

Fourth, the recent investigatiéns of Catholic education in
general in the state of Indiana provide a setting for an intensive
study of an individual pioneer educational forces. Such é study
possesses a particularized value and interests

Finally, since the turn of the present century, no publication
of any considerable size has been iésued concerning the activities
of the Congregation. Short newspaper erticles have been produces,
but these have devoted little attention to the marked advances
mede in secondary school teaching and in teacher training. A work
that will take cognizance of these significant developments will

be of value to Catholic students and to other religious teaching

orders.
Scope of the Study

The educational activities of the Sisters of Saint Francis
include eighty-four elementary schools, three three-year high

..8chools, four senior high schools, and a Liberal Arts College
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at Indianapolis with a Teacher Training Branch at Oldenburg.

0f the elementary schools, seventy-one are parish schools main=-
teined by their respective Catholic congregations; thirteen are
public schools, receiving support from state'funds and meeting
state requirements. These various activities are scattered
throughout seven states: Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois,

Missouri, New Mexico, and Montana.
Orgenization of the Narrative

The work will be divided into two series of chapters:
the first group will give & sequential account of the Congregation
from the date of its foundation through the various periods of
its existence; and the second series will treat specific topics
pertinent to the work and growth of ﬂhe Congregation, as repre-
sented by the‘various types of activities.

The chronological accomt will include: (1) the founding
of the Sisterhood as a response to the demsnd for Catholic
educators in pioneer southern Indiana; (2) the principal events
that shaped the organization during its first two decades;

(3) the rapid acquisition of schools and thé expansion of educa=
tional work outside the state of Indiena; end (4) the extension
of educational projects in secondary and collegiate education.

The topical series of chapters will deal with the foilowing

areas: (1) the various types of schools at the elementary level;
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(2) work in secondary and collegiate education; (3) education
among certain racial groups in the western part of our country;
(4) work of the Congregation in training its teachers from the
early yvears to the present time; and (5) administretion of the

Congregation and schools.

Related Studies

Prior to this time (1943) the principal study of the
Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Francis was made during
the late 1890's, when one of the Sisters compiled a book for the
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the
Congregation. ' Since this Religious was one of the earliest
members of the Congregation, much of her publication is a record
of her own personal experiences snd a factual account of the
founding of the early schoolse.

Alerding devotes a chapter to the history of theVOldenburg
S8isters in his volume on\tge progress of the Catholic Church in

the diocese of Vincennes. This account of 1883 includes only

the first quarter of the community's existence.

1
Historieal Sketch of the Convent mnd Academy of the
Sisters of St. Francis. Oldenburg, Indiana: Published by
the Community, 190l. Ppe. 289,
2

He Alerding, A History of the Catholic Church in the
Dioccese of Vincennes, ppe. 587-598. Indisnapoliss Carlon and
Hollenbeck, 1883.
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The Official Publication of the Third Convention of the
International Federation of Catholic Alumee allots five pages
tQ an account of the convent and academy of the Immaculate
Conception at Oldenburge. ° Although this article is meant as
an historical sketch of only the convent and academy, it gives
e fairly complete outline of the early years of the educational
endeavors centered at Oldenburg,

Shee, in his work on Catholic education in the United States,
gives a brief account of the Oldenburg community. * This passage
is merely a sketch of the Oldenburg institution es a religious
teaching order in the parochial schools of the United States.

In connection with the centenary of the diocese of

Indianapolis, the Indiane Catholic and Record published an

article, "In a Village of Spires," which traced the progress

of the Sisters of Saint Francis in their work in the diocese of
5
Indianapolis. Likewise, the centenary book of the Church

3
International Federation of Catholic Alwmae, Official
Publication of the Third Convention, ppe 179-184, Baltimore:

Calvert Press, 191G,
4

John G. Shea, History of the Catholic Church in the
United States, Vole IV, pps 205-206. Akron: D. He. McBride and
Co. 9 1892,
5]
Indiana Catholic and Record, Centemnnial-Silver Jubilee
Edition, ppe 32=33, 72~73. Indianapolis:s The Indiana Catholic
Press, Inc., 1935,
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of the Holy Family at Oldenburg contains a brief sketch of the
6
Sisters' foundation and subsequent work.
The most recent reference to the Congregation is fouﬁd in

the thesis of Sister Mary Carol Schroeder on the diccese of
7 .
Vincennes. Her work covers only the period of 1847-1866, and

therefore includes little of the development of the Congregation.

Other related studies are those pertaining to the foundation
and educational work of religious congregations of women. Callan's
work on the educational endeavors of the Society of the Sacred
Heart in North America is a thorough study of one of the earliest
Catholic teaching congregations in our country. ° It is more
enhaustive than the usual history of this type, in that it
includes work done, not only in the United States, but likewise
in Canada and Mexico.

Sister Mary Grace has traced the educational work of the

9
Sisters of Mercy in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

6
Robert Wilken, Historical Sketch of Holy Family Church
and Parish, 1837-1937, pp. 43-47, 67. Cincinnati: The Mountel
Press, 1937.
7

Sister Mary Carol Schroeder, "“The Catholic Church in
Southern Indiena, 1847-1866," TUnpublished Master's thesis,
Butler University, 1943.
8

Louise Callan, The Society of the Sacred Heart in North
America. New York: Longmens, Green and COe, 1037e Pps 800s
B ‘ :

Sister Mary Grace Grace, "History of the Educational
Work of the Sisters of Mercy in the Archdiocese of Cincinnatil."
Unpublished Mastert!s thesis, University of Cincinnati, 194l.
Pp. 147.
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10
In a doctoral dissertation, Sister Catherine Frances  has

presented the educational philosophy and activities of five
religious congregations conducting convent schools of French
origin in the United States.

Similar works on the educational activities of %teaching
ﬁeligious are those of Carroll,11 Sister Mary Catherine Smith,lz
8ister Mary Emerentia Petrasek,l5 Hother Marie Pamela Doize,l4
Sister Edwina Drescher,15 and Sister Mary Concepta McKennon.16

10
Sister Catherine Frances, The Convent School. of French
Origin in the United States, 1727 to 1843. Philadelphia: Sisters
of Saint Joseph, Chestuut Hill, 1936s Pps 246.
11
Declan F. Carroll, "The Sisters of Loretto, Pioneer .
Bducatorss" Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Kentucky,
1937, Pp. 124.
12
Sister Mary Catherine Smith, "The Educational Work of
the Sisters of Sts Joseph (Chambery) in the United States.™
Unpublished Master's thesis, Catholic University of America,
1938. Ppo 88.
13
Sister lfary Emerentia Petrasek, "History of the Sisters
of St. Cyril and Methodius, First Slovek Congregation of Sisters
Founded in the U.S., 1909-1934." Unpublished Master's thesis,
Marywook College, Scranton, 1934.
14

lother larie Pamela Doize, "The Educational Work of the
Society of the Sacred Heart in Lower Louisisna, 1821-1930."
Unpublished Master's thesis, 8aint Louils University, 1930. Pp. 84.
156
Sister Edwina Drescher, "The Educational Activities of
the Sisters Adorers of the Most Precious Bloode" TUnpublished
Master's thesis, University of Wichita, 1937. Pp. 173
16
Sister lMary Concepta licKennon, "Educational Work of the
California Institute of the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary." Unpublished Mester's thesis, University of California,
1937.
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Sources of Data

Data for the study were gathered from the following

primary sources:

1.

Ze

Se

4,

Se

6o

Te

8e

9.

10.

11,

12.

13.

Annals of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint
Francis in the archives at Oldenburg

Journal of Father Francis Joseph Rudolf
Journal of Mother M. Clarissa Dilhoff

Minutes of the meetings of the School Board of the
Congregetion, 1896-1925, 1926~1942

Annuel mission reports from schools in charge of the
Sisters of Saint PFrancis

Circular letters of the Mothers General of the
Congregation to the Sisters on the missions

Correspondence of the Mothers General of the Congregation
concerning the affairs and projects of the Congregation

Annuals of the various high schools in charge of the
Sisters of Saint Francils

Files of the Olivia, faculty-student publication of
the academy at Oldenburg

Records of the parishes where the Sisters of Saint
Francis conduct schools

Records in the office of the convent registrar at
Oldenburg

Articles in the Catholic Telegraph-Register, Indiana
Catholic=-Record, Indianapolis Star, Indianapolis News,
The Sentinel, Cincinnati Times Star, Cincinnati Post,
Cincinnati Bnquirer, eand the Wahrheits=Freund

Documents in the archives at Oldenburg
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14, Records of Holy Family Parish, Oldenbury

15, Interviews with older members of the Congregation of
the Sisters of Saint Francis

18. Letters concerning the foundation of the Indian missions
in iontana

17. Letters concerning the foundation of the mission
compound in China

18. Newspaper articles in the various cities where the
Sisters of Saint Francis have schools

19. Diocesan reports

20. Pasboral letters of bishops concerning the conduect of
the schools

Secondary sources included histories of education in general,
histories of Catholic education, histories of religious orders, and

philosophies of Catholic education.
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CHAPTER II

BACKGROUND FACTORS
Introduction

The history of any institution or organization must

/ necessarily involve numerous elements that, upon first exem-
intaion, seem to be but remotely related to the issue under
consideration. MNo institution can be considered attributable
to a single motivating force. In the same way, the history of
a religious Congregation, ' while it invariebly hes its roots
in humen neture's innate desire to advance the glory of God,
.has distinct physical contributory phases, which shape its
character and development.

The story of the Oldenburg Franciscan Sisters reveals
three distinet forces that contributed to the>foundatipnApf «
the Congregation: the slow development of Indisnea's educational
system, the contrasting progress of the Catholic sghools in

Vincemnes and the urging of the Church for schools, and finally,

the predominently German population of the Oldenburg district

1

A religious Congregation is a community of persons, men
or women, bound together by a common rule, observing some form
of community life, and professing to aim at the perfection of
Christian charity elther with or without the vows of poverty,
chastity, and obedience. In this work the term will be capiw-
telized to distinguish it from a congregation of parishioners
of a certain district with a specific church as their place of

worshipe

10
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which prompted Father Francis J. Rudolf to plan the foundation

of a Congregation of teaching Sisters.

The Status of Education in Indiana, 1830-1850

After almost a century of education through the American
school system, it is difficult to reaslize that only three generations
ego & large proportion of the populetion in some parts of the
United States was illitera£e and that schools for the common
people ﬁere the exception. One of the séctions of the country
characterized by inactivity in education was the state of Indiana

during the first half of the nineteenth century.

Although it is not correct to say that education received
no attention in Indiena, it must be admitted that little planning
end less sction characterized the educational efforts of the state.
Only the best counties and the older settlements were fortunate
enough to have schools. Seldom was the school term more than
three months in length, and meny times it was less. Moreover,
such schools as did exist were not free schools; they depended
largely on individual enterprise end local interest. ?

From time to time the question of education was brought

before the state legislature, but whatever action was teken

2
Richard G. Boone, A History of Education in Indlansa,

ps 38. New York: D. Appleton and Company, 189Z.
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fesulted in laws that were entirely permissive; never mandatory.
Although the state had a school system in theory, it existed on
the statute books only, andrnot until weli past the middle of the
nineteenth century were there even the beginnings of & system in
actuality. During most of this period, not a dollar of state
funds could be spent for education. Thus, even the best efforts
of tﬁe state were subject to rejection by the individual communi-
ties. Those who favored schools would erect séhoolhouses, hife
teechers, and meke at least an attempt at providing am education
for their children. Citizens who did not favor schools merely
neglected the matter, except in a few cases where a little free
lebor in the building of a schoolhouse was required by law of
every men, because the inhabitants in the township had voted
for a school. |

As a result of such conditions, a large part of the children
of the sﬁate never went to schoole In the year, 1846-1847, sixty
per cent of the state's children were not in school for a single
day. The public funds distributed amounted to thirty-four cents
& pupil. Teachers had little training end were of a low social
status. As often as not, they were the laughing-stock.of the

neighborhood.

Richard G. Boone, ope cite, pe. 26.
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In 1840 Indiane renked sixteenth in the list of stetes as
to literacy, was surpassed by three of the southern states, and
wes the most illiterate of all the northern states. One in every

4
seven adults was not able to read or write.

Establishment of the State School System

It was not until the close of the year 1846 that educational
leadership manifested itself in the Generel Assembly of the
Legislature. ’On December 7, 1846, Caleb Mills submitted the
first of his six "messages," pleadiﬁg the cause of education in
Indisna. He urged taxation for support of schools, state distri-

bution of funds, and & system providing common education.

- Officiel attitude was evasive end compromising; resulting
-legislation was still tentative and weak. Finally the question
of free schools was put up for vote at the election of 1848.
The advocates of free schools were victorious, but "it was e
.victory, chiefly because it was not a defeat." Sixty-one per
cent of the voting citizenry spoke for free schools.

The results of this vote give a clear picture of the divided

.sentiments in the northern and southern sections of the state.

4
George S. Cottman, Indiena, Its History, Constitution,

and Present Government, p. 94. Indienapolis: The Bobbs-
Merrill Compeny, 1936.
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Of the twenty-three counties giving majorities for schools, only
three belonged to southern Indisma. Of the sixteen counties
reporting largest mejorities against free schools, thirteen were
situated below Indienapolis. Despite the faot that the southern
pert of the state was more thickly populated, had older settle-
ments, possessed esteblished industries, snd had ell the colleges
but one, the greatest opposition to free schools came from this
section, ° These conditions are significent, in view of the fact
that the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Francis took root
in southern Indiena for the express purpose of providing schools
and teachers for the poorer children of this section, and for a
decade after the foundation confined its efforts almost exclusively

to this region.

Even this vote of 1848 was not decisive.. The question wes
left to the counties to be asoccepted or rejected at the polls in
the summer of 1849, To each locality was left the responsibility
for educating its own children. The richer counties might have
their school systems, while the improvident or the needy districts
‘found to be a burden what the more weelthy centers accepted as a

privilege or as a luxury.

At length the Constitutional Convention, which met from

October 7, 1850 until February 10, 1851, provided for a Common

5
Richerd G. Boone, op. cit., pe. 108.
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School Fund and for the election of a State Superintendent of
Public Instruction. In the following December Caleb Mills wrote
his last "message" and six months leter (June, 1852) the law
providing for a state system of schools was finally approved.
This School Law of 1852 orgenized schools on a township plen,
"each civil township in the several counties of this State
hereby declared & township for school purposes."™ The law became
operative a year later. TUntil 1855 there were continual disputes
end law suits over the distribution of funds snd over the right

of local communities to tax for school purposes.

Attitude of the Catholic Church toward Education

During this period of legislative attempts on the part of
state educational leaders, the Catholic communities were equally
anxious to provide the advantages of schools for their children.
Aside from the fact that civic lemders were advocating the estab-
lishment of schools, every Catholic pastor felt the need and the
obligation to found schools for the service of the commumnities
to which he ministered. The Church regards the instruction of
the young es one of her mo;t serious duties. From the Catholic
point of view, the primary aim of education is to give the
individual the instruction, guidance, and training that will fit

him to tend toward moral perfection in this life, and through
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- this moral rectitude to attain to his eternal end, Gode The
secondary aim is to supply those means negeésary to achieve
 this primary aim, end to perform one's duties as an individual
and a social being. Hence the first concern of the Church is
always religious training, but not to the exclusion of intel=
lectual, physical, and aesthetic training., In other words,
the Church advocates the education of the whole personality,

5ut insists upon first things being first.

For Catholic parents this duty was clearl& expressed in
the official law of the Church, quoted by the Popes as early
as the sixteenth century. ° The settlers in early America had
This obligation constantly brought before their minds in the
pastoral letters issued by the Bishops of the Provincial Coun-
cilse The letters of 1837 and of 1840 read:

We would renew the entreaty which we have made to you on
other occasions, to unite your efforts to ours for upholding
those institutions which we have created for the education of

~your children. It is our most earnest wish to make them as
perfect as possible, in their fitness for the communication

and improvement of science, as well as for the cultivetion of
pure, solid, and enlightened piety.

6
Parents are under grave obligation to see to the religious
and moral education of their children, as well as to their physi-
cal and civic training, as far as they can, and moreover, to pro-
vide for their temporal well=-being. Canon 1113, Codex Iuris
Canonici, p. 374. Rome: Typis Polyglottis Vaticenis, 1904.
——

Peter Guilday, The National Pastorals of the American
Hierarchy 1792-1919, p. 1l5.  Weshington: Nationel Catholic

Welfare Council, 1923
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There are fewer subjects dearer to us thean the proper edu-

cation of your childrem; on this mainly depends their true
- respectability in this world, . . . the honor of God on earth,
~end your eternal salvation and that of your descendents. It

is therefore that we have always deemed it to be one of our most
-pressing obligations to use our best and earliest efforts in
providing establishments where they may be carefully educated
by competent persons in all that is necessary for their pros-
~ perity in this life, whilst they were taught by admonition and
exemple to walk in that path which leads to heaven.

For the Cetholic priests ministering to the scattered
‘communities there were continual urgings from their Bishops
to esteblish schools for the young. As early as 1829 the
./ American Bishops meeting at the First Provincial Cowncil at
Baltimore had formulated the resolution: "We judge it abso-
lutely necessary that schools be established in which the
young may be taught the principles of faith and morality, while

7 being instructed in letters."
Educational Facilities in the Diocese of Vincennes

Work in educa.ti;m was begun early in the Catholic Diocese
of Vincennes, Indiana. Simon Brute, Bishop of Vincennes, from
1834 i1l 1839, made strenuous efforts to establish schools in

 his diocese. With funds obtained from France, he founded two

.schools at Vincennes, one for boys and one for girls. These

g :
Peter Guilday, ope cit., p. 124.
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9
schools were free and were open to all, regardless of creed.

Bishop Brute likewise established at Vincemnes an ecclesiastical
seminary, a college for secular students, an academy for young
ladies, and an orphan asylum. Thus was founded an educational
system extending through the elementary, secondary, and college
courses for both sexes. It was Bishop Brute's hope that this
system would eventually extend throughout his diocese. Some
have even gone so far as to designate this prelate as the
"Originator® and "Father" of the free-school system in Indiana.
Bishép Brute's work was continued by his successors; Bishop
Celestine de la Heilandiere end Bishop Maurice de St. Palsais,
both of whom brought several religious teaching orders from
"France to work in the diocese. Thus, by the time the state
campaign was fully launched and beginning to achieve its purpose,
Catholic schools existed in many localities, even though some=
times conducted by lay teachers or by the priests themselves.

In & number of instances a schoolhouse was built beforg the

erection of a church, end in meny cases the building that served

9
Boone's comment concerning Bishop Brute's work is signi-

ficant:s "This, let it be remembered, was so early that few men
in Indiene of any class or belief could be found committed to
the free-school idea, much less undertake its realization."”
Richard Boone, ope cite, pe 72. ‘
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e

for a church on Sunday was used for a school duriig:ilie weeke.: : ¥

The Bishops of the Ohio end Indiena territory continuei.fheiri’ ™’
efforts for schools throughout the middle period of the century.

A letter issued in 1858 summarizes much of the progrem of the

preceding decadess

We exhort you to bestow special attention on the pious
training end religious education of your children. . . . Begin
their training at an early age. Pastors should not overlook
the importence of Catholiec schools, and should make every effort
possible to establish a parish school as soon as possibles « «

It is imperative that the young be taught the truths of
Catholic doctrine., The charitable work should be extended to
all the children, to the poor, and especially the orphans. No
castaway child should be despised.

German Immigration in Indiane

With Catholic pastors and their Bishops alert to the needs
of education, several teaching orders, of men and of women, were
conducting parochial schools and colleges in the Vincennes Diocese

by 1850. The work of these Congregations naturally centered in

10
"Despairing of eny relief from the public schools, the

churches _had, each in its own way, tried to solve the problem

of popular education. Almost every preacher was a school teacher,
» The Catholies had a large number of fairly good schools, at

which not only their own, but Protestent children received

instruction." Logen Esarey, History of Indiena, p. 330.

Fort Wayne: The Hoosier Press, 1Yz4.

11

Provincial Council at Cincinnati, Second Provincial
Council Pastoral, May 9, 1858. As published in the Catholic
Telegraph, p. 4, Vol. XXVII, Noe. 20, May 15, 1858.
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the more populous areas =-- towns such as Vincennes, Jasper,
Medison, and Fort Weyne. Being French religious orders, they
found it more profitable to labor among the French-speaking
inhabitants, largely Settled in central and northern Indiana.

Southern Indiana,f‘y however, had been experiencing a heavy
influx of Germen settlers during the second quarter of the nine-
teenth century. Cincinnati had become the mustering place for
bands of Germans working westwerd, and mmay of these pioneer
families passing through Harrison, Ohio, were directed to the
Germen settlements in southern Indiana. One settlement that
grew rapidly considering the conditions of the times, was a
Germen Catholic group at Salt Creek in Franklin County.

Founded in 1836, it had been named Neu Oldenburgh, after thé
town in the homeland where many of the settlers had been born.
In time Oldenpurg became & village of Qonsiderable size, with
the result that it was used aé 8 central point for the mission-
ary.\priest who had charge of the neighboring congregations.

In 1844 Father Francis Joseph Rudolf was appointed pastor
of Oldenburg, with the congregations at Ennochsburg, Franklin
County, at Pipe Oreek, Ripley County, and at Mulhausen, Decatur
County, also in his charge. Father Rudolf was e native of

Battenheim, Alsace, and came to this country in 1842, three years
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after his ordination to the priesthood. For two years he worked

v at Fort Weyne, Indiana, and it is probable that while there he
had the advantage of a religious teaching order in the schoolse
After the Diocesan Synod 6f 1844 Bishop de la Hailandiere assigned
the young priest to the Oldenburg éariéh and the surrounding
districts. Father Rudolf found that his new parishioners numbered
in all about two hundred and fifteen families.l2 They were
sturdy people, poor but industrious, eanxious to mske good in this
new country and to give their children the benefits of Americen

v 1lifes They had worked hard to establish their homes in this |
Indiana clearing, but the isolation and the monotony of pioneer
hardship had stunted somewhat their earlier interest in improving
the condition of their church property. A log church had been
erected and two other structures built =~~~ one to serve as a
pastor's residence and the other as a school. All told, the
parish‘buildings were a rather sorry lot, but the new pastor
brought with him an enthusiasm and a zeal thet were to serve

as the needed stimulent for the slackening courage of the strug-

gling.parishionsrs.'

12
Francis Je. Rudolf, "Memorabilia aus der Geschichte der
Kirche zu Hl. Familie zu Oldenburg, Indiana," 1845, Oldenburg,
Indianas: Archives of the library of the Franciscen Friers’
Monastery.
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Surme.ry

The Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Francis, Oldenburg,
Indiena, wes founded as the result of various factors that rendered
impefative the need fér Catholic teachers in southern Indiana.
Educational;facilities in Indiana during the early nineteenth
century were extremely undeveloped and neglected. Conditions in
the southern part of the state were further aggravated by the
étrong antagonism of a large part of the population to the estab-
lishment of free schools. With public education hampered as it
wes by prejudice and aimleés legislation, the Catholic settlers
found it all the more necessary to establish their own schools
to meet the requirements of church law, that their children be
sent to‘school for instruction in religion and morals and in the
other branches necessary for their moral training. In the diocese
of Vincennes a promising system of schools had been inaugurated
by the timé of the establishment of the state school system
around 1852. These schools were conducted largely by French
teacbing orders and were located mainly in the cities and towns of
central and northern Indiana. Little was done for the children
of southern rural portions of the state, where large numbers of

German Catholic families had settled.
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CHAPTER III

FOUNDATICN OF THE CONGREGATION

OF THE SISTERS OF SAINT FRANCIS
Introduction

It has always been the policy of the Catholiec Church, when
sending missionaries into lands to be Christianized, to provide
for the establishment of schools for classes in religious doctrine
and morals., These schools, begun as religious instruetion groups,
gradually take on other forms of training, according to the need
of the district where they exist., According to the country and
the culture of the people, the schools established by missionary
activity will be found to give instruction in simple agriculture,
in menual work, in music, and in reading and letters. Examples
of such procedures are found in the records of the early Benedictines
who taught farming to the Teutonic tribes, in the accounts of the
Frenciscans and the Jesuits who trained the American Indians in
manual work and in music, and in the reports of the modern mission=-
aries who are conduceting classes in resding snd letters smong
the Chinese. In the same wey, the pioneer priests of Indiana
sought to assemble the children of their missions for instruction

in the Catholic faith end duties, and, wherever facilities

23
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permitted, for training in those other branches which were
found necessary for the successful fulfillment of the citizen's
duties in society.

The procedure of Father Rudolf in his work at Oldenburg
and in its vieinity did not differ greatly from this custom of
the Church, except in the fact that his work was actuated by
a temperament which looked for immediste results and undertook

projects that were seemingly rash and ill-advised.

Father Francis Joseph Rudolf

Father Francis Joseph Rudolf was a character well=-fitted
for the post assigned to him. Alsatian that he was, he knew
both French and German fluently, and during his two years as
agsistant pastor at Fort Weyne and as missionary of the surround-
ing district, he had familiarized himself with pioneer life.
Equipped with a lithe, strong-limbed body, he was fearless of
hardship and willing to make the privations of fhe settlers
his own. In temperament he exhibited seemingly antithetical
qualities; he was sympathetic and understanding, but equally
stern and resolute. Interspersed throughout his Journal are
expressions of loyalty to friends and a fatherly concern for
éhe poor and the unfortunate. Almost paradoxically, the

tradition of Oldenburg and of the early Sisters is weighted
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with anecdotes of his severity and his unbending insistence on
duty. He was extremely strong-willed and possessed & temper so
dynamic that its outbursts could be redeemed only by his sincere
humility and the apology of a gentleman which followed each
tempereamental conflagration.. Withal he had a far-seeing business
gsense and the orderly, planful technique of a good administrator.
Before many weeks had passed at his new mission he was acting

in the capacity of paster, lawyer, judge, and laborer. It was
due principally to his vision end organization that Cldenburg

became the center of a Franciscan educational movement.

The Need for Teachers

On coming to his new parish, Father Rudolf soon sensed
the need for establishing a regular school., In the early
years some abtbempts had been made to provide inétruction for
the children, probably by fhe older men of the village. Just
.pfior to Father Rudolf's coming & Mr., Schroeder was acting as
village schoolmaster, but obviously one teacher was inadeguate,
if all the children of the scattered communities were to receive
regular schooling. Already the later adolescents showed the
results of the educational privations they had suffered because

of frontier conditions.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



26

For a time the priest himself conducted classes, assisted
by a lay teacher. His Journal records that in 1850 he had
opened a night school in which he and Joseph Allgajer were the
teachers. These élasses, however, were merely a temporary
expedient. Father Rudolf was on the alert during these first
years for some means to meet the needs of his school children.
He concluded that the only solution lay in engaging an order
of teaching Sisters who could take care of all the children
of his several missions and establish schools on a firm basis.
Since most of his parishioners were Germen~ or English-speaking
people, he knew that such French Congregations as were already
in the diocese could not adequately meet his parish needs.
There seemed to be no other remedy than to found a Congregation

of Sisters who could teach German as well as English.

The Plan to found a Teaching Sisterhood

Accordingly, in the year 1848 Father Rudolf asked Bishop
de Ste. Palais, then in charge of the diocese of Vincennes, for

permission to found a Congregation of teaching Sisters to care

for the schools of his territorye. The Bishop at first refused

1
Frencis J. Rudolf, "Memorabilia aus der Geschichte der
Kirche zu Hle, Familie zu Oldenburg, Indiana," 1845. Qldenburg,
Indiena: Archives of the library of the Franciscan Friars'

Monasterye
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the request, maintaining that the réligious orders teaching in
the diocese would gradually be able to take over all the schools.
On second consideration, however, Bishop de St. Palais, himself
an advocate of schools for all the children,sew the reasonable-
ness of meefing the need immediately with religious teachers
who ‘could speak the langusge of most of the people. He gave
Father Rudolf permission to found a Congregation of Sisters
devoted exclusively to the work of teaching school.2
Imediately Father Rudolf began to look around for young

women who would bs willing to devote themselves to the work.
He made two unsuccessful attempts to found s Sisterhood.
Pinally, in 1850, when his friend, Father Ambrose Buchmeier, O.F.M.,
was planning a trip abroad, Fathér'Rzudolf asked him to secure
some Franciscan Sisters from Europe to work in Indiana.

- Father Buchmeier visited a Franciscan convent in Vienna, Austria,
and succeeded in interesting the Superior. She fesponded by
offering two Sisters who had volunteered for the work in

3
America. Before they set sail from Europe one Religious,

2 ,

Sister M. Dorothes Michael, "Memoirs, 1851-1884," Part I,
ps 1l. Oldenburg, Indiena: Archives of the Convent of the
Immaculate Conception.

3
, The term "Religious" as used substantively in the present
narrative refers to a member of a religious Congregation of nuns.
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Sister Veronica, became disheartened and returned to the Vienna
convent; the other, though only twenty-three years old, assumed
| the responsibility of the project and mede the trip alone; This
young nun, Sister Theresa Hackelﬁleier, reached New York shortly

before Christmas, 1850, and after an overland trip, at least
-.the last stage of which was made in a country wagon, she arrived
at Oldenburg, January 6, 1851.

Meanwhile Father Rudolf's usual impetuosity had initiated
the construction of & stone convent and the preparation of three
young women to form the nucleus of the new Sisterhood. Since
the convent building was as yet unfinished, Sister Theresa and
the three future members were housed in a log cabin some distance

4
from the village church.

Mother Theresa Hackelmeier

Theresa Genevieve Hackelmeier had entered the Franciscan
Order in Vienna at the age of fifteen. Having spend nine years
in an established convent before coming to America, she was
equipped with sufficient experience in religious 1life to know

its demands and the requisite essentials for successful |

4 .
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, op. cite., pp. 12, 13.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



29
. 5

community life. She was at once deeply pious, enterprising,
and active; physically, she was small and delicately built.
Although mild and gentle, she was uncompromisingly firm on
principle, even when opposed by such strong wills as that of
FPather Rudolf. Perhaps the most outstanding of her administra-
tive qualities was the intuition to recognize the talents of her
subjects and to use them to the greatest advantage. In
Sister Antonia Dreer, who entered the community during the first
year of its gxistence, she sensed unuéual ability as an educator
and immediately entrusted much of the organization of the school.
work to this young Religious. The spiritual formation of the
Sisters was her first concern in their preparation as religious
teachers. She administered her Congregatioﬁ firmly, but invited
a.ndb received the confidence of her sﬁbjects. Although she was
very strict, Mother Theresa had a persuasive way in dealing
with the Sisters, and traéitions of the Sistsrs maintain thet

she never corrected a Sister for a fault without alsoc giving her

5
Sister Dorothea's notes record that Mother Theress, in

 order>to show the warious steps in preparing for religious

proféssion, and to make herself truly ome with the American

community which awaited her, wore the postulants' cap for a

few days, then the white veil of the novices, and at the end

of the week renewed her vows to Father Rudolf and began to

wear the black veil of the professed Sisters. Sister Dorothea

Michael, OPe Ci‘bo, Pe 13.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



30

some suggestion of a means for remedying it. Though very young
for the position in which she was placed, her natural pemnetration
of character and her ability to discerm different traits of
disposition weré vaiuable aids to her in déaling with the new
situation, characters, snd environment which she found in

America.
Opening of the School

For the first ten months after the arrival of Mother Theress,
the Sisters spent much of their time in preparing themselves
to teach. A young seminarian, J. He Probst, who had been forced
to discontinue his studies for the priesthood because of the
loss of his arm, was engaged by Father Rudolf to train the
Sisters for 't:eanc:h:‘mg.6 During this time Mother Theresa instructed
the village children in the doctrines of the Catholic faith
and taught them prayers and hymns.

In the autumn of 1851, when the Sisters were able to move
“into the new convent, they formally opened the village school.
Only about twenty children from Oldenburg responded for this first
regular class, but within a year there were about sixty girls
attending. FEach child was supposed to pay a tuition charge of ten

to twenty cents a month. The "teacher's salary" during this

6
Sister Dorothea Michael, ope cite, pe 16.:
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first year, therefore, amounted to a maximﬁm of five dollars a
month, some of which was paid in farm produce. The boys were
taught by a male(teacher, as a provisional arrangement, until
Fether Rudolf could secure men religious teachers for them.7
Aside from the Catholic religious orders, most of the teachers
of that time were men, Caleb Mills, in his last "message" to
the people of Indiane in 1851, "strongly urged the employment of
women teachers for the primary classes === a thing almost unknéwh
at that day in Indiana.," °
In the following year (1852) the Sisters passed the

} exemination necessary to gqualify as public school teachers and
the Oldenburg school became a district public school. Since
the state system was just being launched at that time, it is
probable that the public school certification was more nominal
than actual for a few years, both on the part of the state and
on the part of those applying for certification. Father Rudoif,

‘however, had been appointed to examine the Sisters who were_ to

7
During this decade {1850-1860) Father Rudolf tried to

establish a community of the Brothers of Christian Doctrine
from Buropes The atbtempt failed for various reasons: financial
difficulties, the Brothers' wnfamiliarity with the Bnglish language,
and their unwillingness to establish an institution. independent
of the Motherhouse in France. Because of this last reason, Father
Rudolf withdrew his support and inberest in the project. Sees
Sister Mary Carol Schroeder, "The Catholic Church in Southern
Indiana," ppe 113~115., Unpublished Master's thesis, Butler
University, 1943.

8

Richard Boone, A History of Education In Indiana, pe 139.
New York: D. Appleton and Compeny, 1892,
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teach in the public school‘ until the appointment of regular
county superintendent of instruction. When the matter is viewed
in the light of his characteristic thoroughness and stern sense
of duty, there is little doubt as to the actuality of the exam~

v inations of the early publiec school teachers of the Oldenburg
districte. The Oldenburg school has always remained a public
school.

At the same time the Sisters opened a boarding school for
girlse During the first year they enrolled six boarders; within
& yéar the number had doubled. These children came from towns
in the %icinity, such as Riechmond, Dover, and Brookville., Two
years later (1854) a new project was begun in the acceptance of
the care of eleven children, who had been orphaned by an epidemiec

of the cholera which had swept Ohio and Indiana in 1849,

Life of the Early Community

In the year following the foundation, the Sisters received
10

the approval of Rome with permission to admit novices to profession.

9
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, ope cit., pe 18.
10 '

Religious profession is a contract wherseby a novice freely
adopts the religious life by taking the vows of poverty, chastity,
-and obedience, in a community approved by the Church; the Congre-
gation in turn accepts the novice as a member. In the Oldenburg
Congregation temporary profession is made for three years; then
perpetual profession is made. Dispensation from perpetual vows
is reserved to the Holy See. '
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Although the Congregation increased repidly, the life end sotiv-
ities during the early period seem to h@ve greatly outstripped
the energies end the abilities of normal life. Poverty was
not only an obligation vowed by choice, but it was one of the
natural conditions of pioneer life and of the various activi-
ties that the Sisters had assumed. Little provision had been
mede for them as to house furnishings and supplies; consequently
their convent had only the barest necessities in furniture.
Food was often at a minimum. Then, as now, the cells of the
nuns contained a bed, a chair or two, and sometimes a small
table. '

A regular program of prayer, work and study was carried om.
The duties assigned to sach Sister by the Superior were regu-
lated by the necessities of the various activities and the
abilities of the individuale In order to increase their income,

~the Sisters sewed for the local tailor end cultivated s garden

on:the convent'property. In 1854 when the community was composed
of ten éistsrs, three novices, and five postulants, Father Rudolf
bought a forty-acfe farm as a source of income for the nuns.
Sinece they did not have the means to hire laborers they had to do

11
the work themselvese

11
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, op. cit., pps 21, 25,
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The program of study and preparation for teaching were
continued as well as the circumstances pérmitted. After the
departure of Professor Probst (about 1854) Sister Antonia was
given charge of the seducational training of the novices. MNost
of the European religious orders beginning work in Ame£ica had
8 background of experience, organization, and accumlated
maﬁerial, but a new Coﬁgregation in a country settlement had to
build its strength and its resources under conditions that
were bound to be slow and laborious. Texts were scarce, but
Sister Antonia, who had taught in the schools of Switzerlend,
obtained books from Friends in Europe. In many instances the
young Sisters copied by hend entire sections of books and sewed
them together for personal study.

It may have been because of this variety of work that
Father Rudolf plenned for the Sisters to wéar a plain secular

. dress during the day, and to wear the religious habit only for
prayer and special Church functions. Mother Theresa objected
strongly to this procedure and insisted that t?g Sisters must be

truly Religious in every respect at all times. It was her

‘main concern thet they unite the contemplative with the active

12
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, op, cit., pe. 1l5.
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life; material progress and external activity were not to be
carried on at the sacrifice of the religious spirit. The
contemplative life was to be the source of the active life,
not its auxiliary.

The community rose at midnight to recite Metins and Lauds
of the Little Office,l3 and aech Sister was appointed an hour
of adoration every day in addition to the regular commmity
prayere In 1853 the little community of thirteen began perpétual
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Each Sister was given a
specified time so that, dey and night, there was always an
adorer in the chapele. This perpetual adoration was observed
until 1864, when Bishop de St. Palais commanded that the night
adoration be discontinued bécause of the early death of so many
active Sisters.l4

The Congregation, now well established, had inaugurated

the various projects that were the development of its objectives,

13

The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin is a form of
prayer modelled on, and a miniature of, the Divine Office, which
is the official prayer of the Church to be recited daily by the
eclergys The Little Office consists of psalms, hymms, prayers, and
readings from the Bible. It is divided into eight sections,
called "hours," according to the ancient custom of the Church to
distribute prayer throughout the day and night., The Oldenburg
Franciscans are obliged to recite the Little Office every day.

14 :
Historical Sketch of the Convent and Acedemy of the
Sisters of Ste Francis, ppe 98, 79. Oldenburg, lndianas
Published by the Community, 1901.
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as expressed in a convent document of 1857: "“The purpose of

our Congregation is the instruction of youth in the school,

the education of poor orphans, and perpetual adoration. Likewise,
the convent should have again an academy for girls of every age,
who besides training in the higher studies would learn sll

15
domestic arts."

Summary

The foundation of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint
Francis centers in the work of two persons -=-- Father Francis
Joseph Rudolf, Alsatian priest, and Mother Theresa Haekelmeier,
Viennese Franciscan nun, both of whom were interested, not only
in the preservation and spread of the Cetholic faith, but also
in the establishment of schools for the early American children.

The Congregation, wheﬁ founded January 6, 1851, consisted
of Mother Theresa and thfee postulants. After a preparation of
about ten months, during which they laid the foundation for the

Congregation's teacher training program, the Sisters began two

~

15
The record quoted is a small paper, printed in German
and dated February 12, 1857, Oldenburg, Indiana. It is a request
for donations for rebuilding the convent and boarding school after
- the fire of 1857. Appearances indicate that copies of this paper

might have been sent out as letters to people who were kmown
to be generous in meeting the needs of the Sisters and the schools.
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educational endeavors at Oldemburg. In the autwm of 1851
they opened the district school for the children of Oldenburg;
at about the same fime they began a boarding school for young
girls. In addition to these projects, the Sisters undertook
the care of a group of orphans from the surrounding districts.

By the end of 1854 the membership had increased to ten

Sisters, three novices, and five postulants. The early Sisters,
because of their manner of life and their financial needs,
engaged in a variety of works other than teaching school:
perpetual adoration, commnity prayer, sewing, gardening, care

of orphans, and study.
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CHAPTER IV
EARLY YEARS

Introduction

Although the original intention of the founders of the
Sisters of Saint Francis at Oldenburg was to provide oppor-
tunities of education for the immediate neighborhood only,
the rapid growth of the Congregation, the needs of the other

 localities, and the enterprising spirit of the first members
led to limited but early expension. The problems of Father
Rudolf regarding the provision of schools for the Oldenburg

' district were not peculiar to that territory. Other Catholic
priests were in a position similar to his. Faced with the
need and the obligation to provide for the instruction of
Gathoiic children under their spiritual care, the priests
welcomed the prospects of & possible solution for their diffi-
culties concerning education. As saon as it was fairly evident
that the new religious teaching order at Oldenburg was & permanent
orgenization, they begen to look to it as a possible source of
teachers for their schools. It was only four years after the
opening of the distriet school at Oldenburg that the first
requests for the Sisters to establish schools in other plaées

were nmade.

38
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Early Mission Schools

During the two years, 1855 snd 1856, six schools were |
accepted by the Sisterhood. These were Indiana rural schools
located in Dover, Ste. Leon, Brookville, Wolf's Cfeek, Blue
Creek, and Pipe Creek.l The enrollment ranged from thirty

to one hundred in each school. The membership of the Congregation
had now increased to twenty, and at least two Sisters were

2
sent to each mission. Where the enrollment was s hundred

or more the classes were slways large.

Usually an agreement was made by which the parishioners
were to provide the schoolhouse and the living accommodations

for the Sisters. Those parents who were able to do so paid a
tuition fee of twenty or thirty cents a month for each child
ettending school. The arrangement was usually successful.

Many of the schoolhouses were very poor, without plastering or

ceiling. At Dover, the pastor gave his own house for the

-1
"Records of the Missions," p. 240, Oldenburg, Indiena:

Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.

2 ‘ v -
The term "mission" as used here carries a connotation
peculiar to some religious Congregations. As used in comnection
with the Oldenburg Sisters, it refers to any establishment
"made by the Sisters outside the Motherhouse at Oldenburg.
The Religious who are sent to such missions do not relinquish
any affiliation with the headquarters of the Congregation,
but return to it every summer for a spiritual retreat unless
distance makes this impossible.
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use of the Sisters, while he boarded with a parishioner.

At Wolf's Creek the educational enterprise was short~
livede The parishioners had arranged to rent e school building
end e house for the té@chers at eight dollars & month. For
some reason they failed in their part of the contract. When the
rent was not paid the owner very unceremoniously one evening
gathered the Sisters' pérsonal property, placed it out on the
road, and ordered the nuns to leave. Under the circumstances,
there was no alternative for them but to return to Oldenburg.4

Not all the schools were characterized by such circumstances.
Generally, & Sister served in as meany capacities as any early
rural schoolteacher. She was at once teacher, sexton, organist,
sacristan, end, in an emergency, the choir. Such conditions
persisted in some country schools until well into the twentieth
eentury.

Music was fostered in the early years both for Church
service end for the cultural development of the pupils. At
least three of the early Sisters had had some musical training;

Mother Theresa had & beaubifully trained voice, and Sister Antonia

3
Sister Dorothea Michael, "Memoirs, 1851-1884," Part I,
pe 24, 25. Oldenburg, Indisna: Archives of the Convent of the
Immaculate Concéption. (Typewritten).
4
Historical Sketch of the Convent and Academy of the
Sisters of 8t. Francis, pps 44-45. Oldenburg, Indiens:
Published by the Community, 1901.
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and Sister Veronice played the piano snd the organ. Already in
1853 a melodeon had been bought end music lessons had been begun
for the academy pupils. Efforts were made to provide the first
mission schools with plenos for instructional purposes. Letters
of Mother Antonie snd of Father Rudolf give evidence of their
efforts to secure pianos for the mission schools.5 In meny
cases the acceptance of a school meant taking charge of the
church musice. The Sisters organized chiidren's choirs and

sometimes took charge of adult choirs, if they were already

“established in the parish.
The Fire of 1887

By the year 1857, the Congregation numbered twenbty~eight
‘ members. It was securely grounded at Oldenburg and was beginning
8 promising pericd of expansion. The new year hed scarcely

begun, however, when fire destroyed the convent on the afternoon
6
of January 23, 1857, Some furniture and books were all that

could be saved from the flames and, since the property was not

5 )
Letter from Mother Antonie at Oldenburg to Sister Veronica
at New Albany, dated November 1, 1871,

Letter from Father Rudolf at Oldenburg to the Sisters at
Prescott, Indiana, dated May 3, 1863«

6
Father Francis J. Rudolf, "Memorabilia aus der Geschichte

der Kirche zu Hl. Familie zu Oldenburg, Indiana," 1857. Oldenburg,
Indiena: Archives of the library of the Franciscan Friars!
Monastery. ’
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covered by insurance, within a few hours there {m li'bfle to
show for the past seven years of planning and organization.
The community of nuns now had =& dozén orphans entirely dependent
on them, and more than twenty academy boarders to care for, with
practically nothing by which to provide for them. Hospitality
was given by the townspeople until plans could be made for the
future.7

Meanwhile, it was decided that classes were to continue as
well as cirsumstances would permit. The orphans remeined at the
home of one of the villagers; Father Rudolf gave his house to
the academy pupils. The Sisters slept in the loft of the old
log church and held classes almost anywhere. Realizing thet
many hardships were in store for the Sisters, Mother Theresa
reminded the novices and postulants that, since they were not
bound by vows, if they wished to return to their homes, they were
free to do so. All preferred to remein. Even the boarders
chose to continue at the improvised school conducted under such
novel circumstances.e

Within a week after the accident, steps were taken toward the

construction of a new building. It was evident that some plan

7
Wehrheits-Freund, Vol. XX, No. 24 (February 5, 1857),

282.

’ 8
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, "Memoirs, 1851~1884," Part I,

ppe 27=-29. Oldenburg, Indiena: Archives of the Convent of the

Immaculaete Conception.
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would have to be made for financing the worke. Aé conditions
were, the Congregation had practically nothing. A new kind of
temporary project was adopted in the spring of 1857. With the
consent of Right Reverend John Be. Purcell, Archbishop of
Cincinnati, Mother Theress and Sister Dorothea mede & house-to-
house collection in the Cincinneti Catholic parishes for funds
to rebuild the convent. In five weeks the Sisters collected
twelve hundred dollars; then both beceme ill and had to return
- to Oldenburge In the autumn Mother Theresa and Sister Rosalia
undertook & similar project in St. Louis, where they obtained
four hundred dollars. Other donations were sent by friemds in
Fort Wayne; in Munich, Bavaria; in Vienna, Austris; and in
Rorschach, Switzerland.g
By *Qhe end of October, 1857, an advertisement in the
Cincinnati Catholic newspeper amnounced that the new convent was
nearing completion and the academy would opsn on November 25.10
. During the following year there were twenty-seven academy pupils
and eighteen orphens. The town school enrollment hé‘d increased

11
to one hundred end twenty-five girls.

9

Sister Dorothea Michael, ops. cit., pp. 30-31.
10 :

Wahrheits=Freund, Vol. XXI, Wo. 11 (November 5, 1857), 123,
11

Wahrheits~Freund, Vol. XXI, No. 32 (April 1, 1858), 479.
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Administration of Mother Theresa

Mother Theresa directed the Congregetion during the first
ten years of its existence. It was a period of pioneering, of
enterprise, and of dogged perseverance. Aside from Father
Rudolf's strong resoluteness, it was Mother Theresa's tén&city
of purpose and her faith in Divine Providence that brought the
little community through the era of crisis. The loss of alﬁpst
all resources in 1857 did not deunt her. She had sufficient

" courage to take up new wﬁrk. 8he accepted the school in New
Alsace, Iﬁdiana, in 1858 and during the next year began work
outside of Indisna. On December 18, 1859, éhe sent three Sisters
to Holy Trinity Parish, St,. Louis; Missoﬁri; to open a school
of one hundred end thirty-five pupils there. In 1850 she
accepted three more schools in Indiana at Morris, Saint Nicholas,
and Yorkville.l2 By 1860 the Congregation numbered twenty-seven
professed Sisters, twelve ﬁovices, and one postulant.

Mother Therese had never been robust physically. Her

health now began to break under the stress of pioneer hardship

end the mental strain of the government of the Congregation.

12
, For e complete list of the schools accepted by Mother
Theresa, see Table 1 in the Appendix of this volume.
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After several weeks of intermittent illness, she died on the
13
evening of September 27, 1860, at the age of thirty-three.

Two days after her death the Sisters elected Sister Antonia as
14 '
her successor.

Mother Antonie Dreer

At the time of her election, Mother Antonia was perhaés
the best=-fitted person in the Congregation for the direction of
its educational activities. Although a native of Wurtemburg,
Germeny, she was. familiar with the best schools in Switzerland,
where she had lived previous to her Qntrancé into the convent at
Oldenburg toward the end of 185l1. 8he came to America solely
to enter the Congregetion, having learned of it through corres-
pondence with Professor Probst, who had met her in Switzerland.15
By nature and training she had excellent qualities for the
position of Mother General, ineluding leadership, firmmess,
efficiency, motherliness, courage, and practicality. Gifted
with a fine mind, she ﬁad had the advantage of an excellent

European education. Mother Antonia showed equal concern for

13 .
Wahrheits-Freund, Vol. XXIV, No. 7 (October 4, 1860), 75.

14
"Annels of the Congregation 1851-1925," p. 28, Oldenburg,
Indisnas Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.

15
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, ope. cits., p. 16.
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the care and beauty of the churches, and for the material comfort
of the Sisters. Although she had been Diiectress of the academy
since its inception, she understood the problems of the parish
schools and by choice catered to the needs of the poorer localities.
>8he had watched the ‘community grow almost from its infency and,

as head of the educational program for the novices, was well
scquainted with the abilities of the various teschers. Her
administration was marked by a close adherence to the program

of Mother Theresea and by a continued expansiqn of the Congrega-

tion’s activities.
Administration of Mother Antonia

During Mot’her’Antonia's administration +the Congregation began
work in Kentucky. In the fall of 1861 a school was opened at
Carrolton, Kentucky, and snother at Newport. Within a decade,
three more schools were organized in Covington and one in ngis-
burg.l6 Twelve additional Indiana missions and two Missouri
missions were sccepted during Mother Antonia's incumbency.

Table 2 of the Appendix contains a complete list of the schools
accepted by Mother Antoniea. |

Shortly after Mother Antonia's election as Mother General

16
"Records of the Missions," p. 240. Oldenburg, Indiana:
Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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Archbishop Francis P. Kenrick of St. Louis suggested to Father

Rudolf that the Motherhouse be transferred to Ste. lLouis.

Although that city was more centrally located and gave much piamise
‘ of future growth, Father Rudolf and Mother Antonia agreed that

they would rather continue at Oldenburge. Moreover, Bishop de

St. Paleis of Vincennes, in whose diocese the Oldenburg Convent

was situated, added weight to the decision by his reluctance to

have the Sisters move their Motherhouse out of his diocese.l?

On May 29, 1866, Father Rudolf died, after spending twentj—
two years at Oldenburg.18 His death was a signal 1§ss to thé
Congregation, because as its founder he had alweys been its
adviser and champion. During his ministry at Oldenburg he had
dong much for the religious and civic impfovement of the little
town. In accordance with his own request, Bishop de St. Palais
invited the Franciscan Fathers of the Cincinneti Province to take
charge of the parish and the Sisters' Convent. Two Fathers

arrived in August, 1866. This was the first step toward meking

17
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, ops ¢ite, p. 35.
18
"annals of the Congregation 1851-1925," p. 34. Oldemburg,
Indisna: Archives of the Convent of the Imueculate Conception.
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Oldenburg doubly Franciscen in the founding of a monastery for the
Friars, and later in the establishment of the theclogical seminary
for the training of fubure Franciscan pries’cs.lg

In 1867 the Sisters were asked to cooperate in a new religious
and educational undertaking. Right Reverend Abbot Benedict of
Gethsemanse, Kentucky, plénned to esteblish a Sisterhood to conduct
an industrial school for girls and to enable girls of moderate
means to obtain a Catholic education. He had interested five
young ladies in the work end wished to have them receive training
in religious observence. The Abbot consulted Mother Antonia and
made arrangements with her to have these five prospective Religious
live with the Franciscan Sisters at Oldenburg, in order to study
the Rule, to learn the principles of community life, end to be
trained in the ordinary practices of teaching Religious. They
came to Oldenburg, with the understanding thet they were not
entering as future members, but that, after meking their Canonical
Novitiate,zO they would return to Kembucky to esteblish their
own Congregation. They were entirely independent of the Oldenburg

Sisterhood as far as affiliation was concerned. Afbter making

18
Robert Wilken, A Historical Sketch of the Holy Family
Parish eand Church, pe 52, Cincinnati: The Mountel Press, 1937.
20
For en explanation of Canonical Novitiete, see "Saint
Agnes Novitiate," Chapter VI, of this narrative.
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their postulancy and novitiate, they returned to Gethsemane
accompenied by one Oldenburg Franciscen, Sister Amata, who fe-
meined with them until they were well established.Zl In the
following years their membership gradually increased. They had
adopted the habit, Rule, and Constitutions of the Oldenburg
Congregation, but in later years made slight modifications.

In 1893 they transferred their Motherhouse to Clinton, Iowe,
where many of thelr activities were centered.22 In 19385 the
Clinton Congregation numbered two hundred and seventy professed
Sisters, ten novices, and ten postulants, working in elementery
and higﬁ schools, with the care of three hospitals, one Home for

23
the Aged, and two Nurses' Training Schoolse

Building Program

A picture of the physical plant at Oldenburg, as it was
reconstructed after the fire, is given by a visitor in 1862:
This community [Sisters of Saint Francisl is situated

opposite the square on which the new Church e stands, and is
separated from it by a wide street. The buildings are large

21
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, ope cite., ppe 19-20.
22 ~
Elinor Tong Dehey, Religious Orders of Women in the
United States, p. 240. Harmond, Indiana: W. Be conkey CoO., 1913.
23 _ :
Catholie Directory, p. 642. New York: P. J. Kenedy and
Co., 1935,
24
Holy Family Church, Oldenburg, built by Father Rudolf and
consecrated by Bishop de St. Palais, December 14, 1862,
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and well built of stone and brick, with an enclosure of at least
ten acres, surrounded by a high walle o & &

The chapel forms the right wing, facing southwerd to the new
church of the parish; it is eighty~six feet long by forty feet
wide with a very neat altar, several excellent paintings, statues,
end organ. The center building is the convent, eighty~-six feet
by forty feet, three stories high, very neat and well arranged.

The left wing, corresponding with the chapel is the academy, sixty

. feet by forty feet. It is now quite toe small and preparstions
are made to build next year, e large academy in the rear. We
noticed & large chapel-like building within the enclosure and in
the rear of the convent some two hundred yards --- it was the vault
for the dead of the community and was again surrounded with e
separate wall enclosing an acre or so for the community's grave
yard. ¢ & o .

In connection with the convent ground there is & farm of
160 acres, stretching out north-east of the town, belonging to the
ledies of the community. It has a very complete set of out houses
and seems under excellent culture. ,

This yet young commmnity appears to possess much of the ensrgy,
industry, and faith of its pastor and founder. It has fifty
Sisters in all, thirty-two boarders, and fourteen orphens, and
about two hundred pupils in the school at Qldenburg, about one 25
thousand pupils in eight other establishments quite recently formed.

Thus, in spite of the obstacles confronting education during
the Civil War period, the academy boarding school grew phenomenally.
The new building mentioned above was erected in 1863; +two years
later facilities were still inadequate and en addition equal in
size was constructed. By that time (1866) | the academy students

26
numbered one hundred and seventeen.

25

Catholic Telegraph, Vol. XXXI, No. 52 (December 24, 1862),
413. ‘
26
Historieal Sketch of the Convent and Acad of the Sisters
of St. Francis, bppe 75, 8l. Oldenbure, lndianas iblished by the
Community, 190Le
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In view of the pressures of war and the immediate needs of
the growing organization, the material progress made during Mother
Antonia's administration was unusual. Wherever improvement of the
physical welfare of the Sisters or finencial assistence to struggling
parishes could further the spread of education, Mother Antoﬁia was
guick to cooperate. Under her direction, a Sisters' house wes
bought at Brookville, Indiana (1867), at St. Joseph's Hill, Indiane
(1870), and at Evansville, Indiana (1871). Because of the financisl
inadequacy of the parish at' New Albany, the Sisters bought the school
there in 1866, At St. Mary's, Indianapolis, a combination scﬂool
and Sisters' house was built by the Congregation in 1865.

In addition to these building projects, lots were purchased
for the schools at St. Louis (1862), at Richmond (1867), and at
Indianapolis (1871); The convent property at Oldemburg was likewise
enlarged by the purchase of a 40-acre farm (1863) and two lots
adjoining the convent grounds (1868).27

Mother Antonis, who was principally responsible for these
various projects after the death of Father Rudolf, died suddenly

28 ‘
on Merch 23, 1872, after a single day's illness. She had governed

27
"Annals of the Congregation 1851-1925," p. 30. Olderburg,
Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
28
Ibido, Pe 41,
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the community for twelve years and had assumed many undertakings
29
in the cause of educetion. At the time of her death the Congre=-

gation numbered one hundred and seventeen professed Sisters,

twenty~-three novices, and two postulants.

Mother Michesla Lindemann

During the summer following the death of Mother Antonia, the
Sisters elected Sister Michaela to the office of Mother General.
Mother Michaela was one of the first three novices who awaited
Mother Therese when she ceme to found the Congregation in 18tl.

From a natural point of view, the choice of Mother Michaela
to govern the Congregation appears unusual. She was not a teacher;
nowhere in the accounts of the early schools is she listed as such.
.On the contrary, she had charge of the farm work and probably had
not been outside of Oldenburg since her entrance into the convent
twenty years before. Although not highly educated, she had evidently
won the confidence and respect of the Sisters by her naturel quale
ities of disposition. It was she who took charge of affairs during
the interim from Mother Antonis's death (March 23) till the vacation

months when the Sisters returned to Oldenburg for the election of

29
Table 2 in the Appendix gives a complete list of the
schools accep’ced during Mother Antonia's administration.
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© 30
the Mother General. Her conduct of affairs while in office proved

that she had qualities of guidance rather than of leadership; she
succeeded in having her subjects accomplish her purposes without
recourse to a display of authority. She was unobtrusive and rgtiring,
prudent, humbls, end sturdy. Her virtues more than compensated

for her lack of"craining; and <=,txpari.«ance\.31 In the school affeirs
during the first six years of her administration she had excgllent
counsel in her assistant, Sister Veronica, who was Directress of. .

the acédemy. After her first six~year term of office, Mother Michasla ‘

was reelected by a large majority. During the twelve years of her

incumbency the membership of the Congregation doubled.
Administration of Mother Michaela

One of the first works awaiting Mother Michaela was the
construction of another academy building. Although the school

quarters had been enlarged only eight years before, the increasing

30
A letter of Father Louis Haverbeck, chaplain of the Sisters’
convent, written to the Sisters on the day following Mother Antonia's
death, directs that they address all correspondence to Mother Michaela;
dated March 24, 1872,
31
A letter of Father C. Doebbner to Sister Veronica, September 9,
1872, reads: "Mother Michaela, although she is not learned, is a
hidden treasure =--- her soul is golden -~ it compensates for all,
as Ste. Paul says, 'That which is worth nothing, the lowly, the
despised, God uses to confound the wise.™
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number of both Sisters and pupils made another addition necessarye.
In the fall of 1875 work was begun on Saint Cecilia Hall, which
was to house an auditorium, twenty music rooms, and one dormitory
end wardrobe roome. When completed in 1876 this building was
considered a marvel in size and egquipment for that time.sz

Mother Michaele extended the Congregation's activities to
the State of Ohio by taking charge of St. Clement School in
Saint Bernard in 1877. This was followed by the acceptance of
other schools in the state: at Carthage (1880), Middletown
(1880), and Fairmount, Cincinnati (1882).

At Indianapolis she erected a new school at St. Mary's
parish (1876), because the original building was poorly iocated
and too small for the increasing emrollment. Likewise, in the
same city, the parishioners of Ste Bridget Parish donated a lot
on which the Congregation constructed a school and Sisters! hozma.s:5

Some of the schools and houses erected during the early years
at the expense of the Sisters were bought back later by the

parishes or by the diocese, when their financial conditions

enabled them to do so.

32
Historical Sketch of the Convent and Academy of the
Sisters of St. Frencis, ppPe L12-116s Oldenburg, Indianss
Published by the Community, 1901,
33
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, ope. cit., Part IXI, p. 9.
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Besides inaugurating work in Ohio, Mother Michaela aoccspted
fifteen schools in Indiana and one in Missouri during the twelve
yearsbf her i.ncumbemy.34 AIn fact, more schools were offered
then could be accepted. In 1877 eleven schools had to be refused
because of a lack of ’(;ea.chers.35 Throughout the history of the
Sisters occasionally a school was given up after several years,
or even decades, of existence. This was due to one of several
reasons. Since many schools in Indiane wers small rural schools,
the parish sometimes found that it could not support & school and
was forced to consolidate with a neighboring parish. In other
cases the civic community deteriorated to such an extent that the
school was no longer necessary or possible. Finally, it &as
sometimes the wish of a new Bishop to have only one Congregation
of Religious teaching in his diocese. For this reason, he placed
all the schools in the hands of one Congregation and esked the
others to relinquish their schools. This was the case in the
vdiocese of Covington in 1874, when the Oldenburg Fraunciscans gave
up all their schools in Kentucky, in accordence with the wish of
‘i:he Right Reverend Bishop August M. Toebbe, who was giving all his

schools to one Congregation. On the petition of the parishioners

34
For a complete list of the schools accepted by the Congre-
gation during Mother Michmela's administration, see Table 3 in the
Appendixe. '
35
"Records of the Missions," pp. 242-243. Oldenburg, Indiana:
Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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of Saint Aloysius Church, Covington, Bishop Tosbbe recalled the
01denbﬁrg Franciscens and asked them fo continue in charge of that
school.36

The last major work undertaken by Mother Michaela was the
construction of a new wing to the convent. As mentioned earlier,
during her twelve years of office the membership of the Congregation
doubled, so that in 1884 it numbered two hundred and thirty-four
professed Sisters, forty-eight novices, and eleven postulants.
Although the Congregation had been sponsoring the construction of
a building in one city or another almost conbinuously during the
past fifteen years, the need was imperstive at home and an addition
-to the convent was built in 1880. This was an L-shaped building
comprising the Sisters’ refectory{ infirmary, end several dormi-
tories.37

Toward the close of her twelfth year as head of the Congre-
gation, Mother Michaela was unable to continue in the government
of the Sisterhoods. After a month's illness, she died on April 9,

38
1884, Until the slection of her successor in the following

36

Sister M. Dorothea Michael, op. cit., pe. 3.
37

Ibido, PP T=Ba
38 .
"Annals of the Congregation 1851-1925," p. 90. Oldenburg,
Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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sumner, the affairs of the Congregation were transacted by her
assistant, Sister Clotilda. The General Chapter of the vacation
of 1884 elscted Sister Olivia, then Mistress of Novices, to be

the fourth Mother Genersl.

Summary

During the three decades, 1854-1884, the Congregation directed
most of its activities toward supplying teachers for schools,
providing assistance to struggling parishes by construction of
schools end the purchase of property for school purposes, and
meeting the needs occasioned by the growth of the Congregation and
bearding sohool. Although the Sisters lost nearly all their material
resources in the fire that destroyed the cbnvent in 1857, the period
was marked by growth both in numbers snd in activities. The member~
ship of the Congregation grew from sixtesn to more than two hundfed
and fifty. The Sisters were teaching in fifty-four elementary
schools scattered throughout Indiana, Missouri, Kentucky, and Ohioc.
The schools varied in size; most of the Indiana schools were small
two= or three-room schools that did not develop much beyond their
originel status. On the other hand, the Ohio schools, though
small at first, grew with the ensuing years.

Only a few years after the death of their founders, Mother

Theresa and Father Rudolf, the Oldenburg Franciscans agreed to assist
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the Abbot of Gethsemsne, Kentucky, in founding a Congregation of
Religious by training members of the new foundetion in the novitiate
at Oldenburg.

The three decades witnessed the administration of thres Mothers
General, all of whom had joined the Congregation within the first

year of its existence. The death of Mother Michaela in 1884, therefore,

seemed to mark the close of this early perio&.
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CHAPTER V

PERIOD OF UNIFICATION AND GROWTH

Introduction

Until the last decade of the nineteenth century, the Sisters
of Saint Francis of Oldenburg, Indiane, were engaged principally
in meeting the needs of changing times and in cooperating with the
many demends made on .their energies and their material resources.

The last quarter of the nineteenth century witnessed the
reconstruction and stabiliza*bion‘ of many cities and industries of
the mid=western section of the country. Civic communities that had
been struggling for recognition and growth now began to maintain
themselves and to test the extent of their own strength. Indugtry
was beginning to assume a major role in the life of the nation;
it was causing the sensational growth of railroad cities and the
slow ’deterioration and stegnation of the weaker, isolated locale
ities. Minicipalities were finding their place in the life of
the nation.,

The Sisters no longer had to meet the urgent and serious
demands for assistance to struggling perishes in the work of
education. The groundwork of the system of Catholic schools was

well under way end the majority of Catholic parishes were willing
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and enxious to provide for their children schools that would give
them not only the best in knowledge and citizenship, but also the
doctrines of the Catholic faith.
The years unfolding before the Congregation proved to be a

- period of unification and integration, during which the Sisters
could take stock of their own needs and adopt measures for the
improvement and completion of their spiritusl, intellectual,
and physical unity. The election of 8ister Olivia opened an

administration that was to be both active and longe.
Mother Olivia Brockman

Mother Olivie Brockman wes a native of Oldenburg and had
received her early education in the village school, the first one
founded by the Sisters. After her entfa.nce into the convent at
the age of nineteen, she had worked as a successful teacher in both
the public and parochial schools of Indiana, 1In 1880 she was
assigned the position of Mistress of Novices, in which capacity
she was especially active in the supervision of the novices' studies.

Despite the fact that she was only thirty~five, the minimm

- age required by Canon Law for the po.sition of Mother General of =
religious Géngregation, Sister Olivie was chosem almost unanimously
by the General Chapt‘er of 1884, Her election marked the beginning

of an administration of thirty-six years, subject to a change after
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‘each six=year term, but always renewed by the vote of the Sisters
and approved by the Holy See.l

Beginning her administration as an affectionate, vivacious
‘Religious, Mother Olivia showed throughout her period of govern-
ment a ma’cerhal care toward each Religious under her jurisdiction.
She was sincere, optimistic, sympathetic, and progressive. Adept
at business matters, she was both fearless and untifing in bring-
ing the Congregation to a condition of security and wholesome
vitality. She carried on a voluminous correspondence, but had

acquired the happy faculty of never appearing so busy as to be

unable to give audience to anyone with a difficulty or a request.
Administration of Mother Olivia

One of the first duties awaiting Mother Olivia on assuming
her office was the completion of arrangements for the incorpora-
tion of the Congregation in the States of Indisna and Missouri
under a iegal title. In both these states the Sisters owned
property: schools, houses, lots, and the convent, academy, chapel,
end farms at Oldenburg. Until this time business had been trans-
acted in the name of the Mother Gemeral, whereas in reality it wes

understood that the Congregation as a corporate body owned property

1l
"annals of the Congregation 1851-1925," pp. 117, 142, 176,
202, 246. Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the

Immaculate Conception.
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in common. Several years previously the Sisters had made applica-

tion to the state authorities of Indiana and Missouri, but the

matter had to be postponed because of the illness of Motﬁer Michaela.
According to the Act of Incorporation, the Mother General,

her Assistant, and her Council of three Sisters form the Board of

Trustees to manage the material concerns of the Congregation.

Since these officers are elected by the majority vote of the

iGeneral Chapter of the.Sisters, they were considered most appro-

priate to represent them and to transact business in their name.

The incorporation was made in 1885 under the title "Sisters of

2
Saint Francis of Oldenburg, Indiana," in both Indiana end Missouri.

Papal Approbation

In 1891 Mother Olivia began action to have the Constitutions
-3
of the Congregation approved by Rome. This work was the culmination

2
Copy of the Act of Incorporation in Indiena, 1885. Oldenburg,
Indianas Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
See Appendix.
3

Before a Congregation can be placed under pontifical goverm=
ment it must have received a Decree, in which commendation is
bestowed on the Congregetion itself, and not merely on the intention
of the founder and the object of the institutions.. Ordinarily, the
Holy See proceeds by steps; it requires first that the institute
have existed some time under the approval of the local Bishop, then
approves the constitutions for some years, end last of all grants
a finael approbation.
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of successive steps in the process of being formally sanctioned
as a religious Congregation by the highest authority of the
Catholic Church, | |

In planning to establish a Franciscan convent at Oldenburg,
Father Rudolf had obtained the consent of the Holy See in 1849,
thiough the Cardinal Protector of the Franciscan Order at Rome.
Three years later (1852) when he actually had obtained a professed
Sister as foundress end had three young women who had made the
required novitiate, he again obtained permission from Rome to admit
.noviees to Profession. This was the first step toward permanency,
for as long es individuals could be admitted as actual members of
the Congregation it was assured of growth.

It was Father Rudolf's intention to found a Congregation of
Franciscan Sisters. For that reason he had obtained an European
Franciscan, Mother Theresa, to begin the American convent. Hence,
the Sistefs adopted as their norm of life the Rule of the Third
Order Regular of Saint Francis. This Rule, written in the thir-
teenth century, contained the basic érinciples and groundwork of
their manner of life. Founded on the counsels of the Gospels, it
is broad enough in ifs general aspects to be as equally applicable

- in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries as in the thirteemth.
Congregations of Religious adopting the Rule, howevér, must for-

mlate their own Constitutions to regulate such matters as sre
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peculiar to their own time, work, conditions, and aim.

As the Oldenburg Congregation grew, as its activities increased
and spread, and as varying needs arose, the Sisters had, during
the course of years, adopted Constitutions for the regulation and
guidence of the Congregation. In 1889 a copy of the Constitutions
was sent to Rome to be examined and reviewed b& e Commission
appointed for the putposes In 1891 the Sisters received the
decree of Approbation by which they were formally senctioned by the
Pope, but were directed to live for five years eccording to the
modifications made in their Constitutions by the Commission, in
order to test whether those alterations were compatible with their
life and work.4

After this five-year experimentel period, upon recommen-
dation by the various Bishops of the dioceses where the Congregation
conducted schools, the Constitutions received final Papal Approbation.5
Thus, in a period of less than fifty years the Oldenburg Congregation
had sufficiently justified itself to receive the complete and final

eonfirmation of the highest authority of the Church.

4
Copies of the Papal Decrees sanctioning the Oldenburg Congre-

gation are included in the Appendix.

& ;
Decree of Papal Approbation, August 5, 1891. Oldenburg,
Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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Building Program of Mother Olivia

Until the last decade of the nineteenth century, every need
for physical facilities had been met by provision of minimum
essentials. The unexpected growth of the Sisterhood had repeatedly
necessitated enlargement of living quarters; the increasing enrolle
ment in the academy had made provision of more classrooms, recrea-
tion space, and dormitories imperative. Several times the convent |
had been enlarged and modified; additional buildings had been
constructed both for the use of the Sisters and for the boarding‘
school, but, because of financial inadequacy, these improvements
had never gone much beyond what was absolutely necesisary.

About the year 1888, Mother Olivia began to make plans to
improve the physical plant at Oldemburg by the construction of
larger and more suitable buildings. A new Convént Church was the
firgt on the list of projects. It was erected on the site of the
old chapel which had been buiit after the fire of 1-.857.'- When
completed in the winter of 1890, this new church was an unusual
work of architectural beauty.

Two smaller buildings were acquired in the next five years;
in 1893 an infirmafy was built for the sick and infirm Sisters,

and in 1896 Santa Clara Villa, a country house, was erected on a

farm ebout & mile from Oldenburg. This building wes to be a summer
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home for those academy pupils who wished to spend their vacation
at the convent.6

The largest building project of Mother Olivia's administration
was the Convent and .Academy building, begun in 1898 and.oompleted
toward the close of 1900. Appropriately less ornate than the
Convent Church, it was a spacious, substential building in which
simple beauty was united to Franciscan serviceability. Its
erection was looked upon as one of the principal achievements éf
the Congregation for the celebration in 1901 of the fiftieth year

since the foundation.
Expansion of Schools

At the time of Mother Olivia's first election in 1884, the
Congregation was conducting schools in the four states of Indiana,
Kentucky, Missouri, and Ohio. Within the first five years of her
incumbency, Mother Olivie accepted schools in two new states,
Illinocis and Kansas. As early as 1878 the Sisters had been asked
to teke schools in the diocess of Peoria, Illinois, but because of
e shortage of teachers the requests had to be refused.7 Pinelly, in

1885 Mother Olivia agreed to send teachers for the school at

6 ' ,
Historical Sketch of the Convent and Academy of the Sisters
of Ste Francis, pps 1oo-155e Oldenburg, lndisnes Published Dy
the Commnity, 1901,

7

Sister M. Dorothea Michasel, "Notes, 1884-1914," p. l.

Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception.
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Minonk, Illinois; this was followed by the acceptance of schools
at Bioomi.ngton (1888) and at Streator (1889). In the latter place
the Congregation erected a new school and Sisters!' house four years
after the acceptance of the work.s

9
Work in the state of Kansas was begun in 1890 at Wichita.

At the time this mission was farthest distent from the Motherhouss;

no other missions were accepted in the state for the next ten yearse.
In 1892 the Sisters began their first work with the Negro race.

At Indianapolis, Ste. Bridget School, which the Sisters had built

in 1880 and which hed promised to be a growing institution during

its first few years, had been undergoing great change. By 1890
the first residents of the locality had been largely supplanted

by Negro families, The pastor, Father Daniel Currasn, therefore
decided to open a school for the Negro children a block away from
St. Brdiget School, calling it Ste. Ann Schoole The Sisters taught
the Negro children there until 1929, when St. Ri’ca. Parish was formed
to care for the Negro population of that locality. In 1937 Bishop

Joseph E. Ritter dissolved St. Bridget School and the Congregation

8
"Annals of the Congregation 1851-1925," ppe. 99, 111, 114.
Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception.
9 :
"Records of the Missions," pe 243. Oldenburg, Indiana
Archives of the Convent of the Immaculete Conception.
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donated the property at St. Bridget to the diocese of India.ﬁapolis
to be used as a Diocesan School for Negro children.lo

Another work furthered at Indianapolis was a new building for
St. Mery Academye. The original academy, built on Maryland Street -
under Mother Michsaela in 1882, was a day and boarding school.
Because of its proximity to tﬁe Central Railroad Station, the
neighborhood became undesirable as a location for a school. When
the site of the church and parish school was changed to New Jersey
Street in 1911, Mother Olivia directed the building of a new St. Mary
Academy on East Vermont Street. This fine modern building wes to
witness the sudden spurt of the school's enrollment in thé next

11
ten years.

Bducation of Teachers

Mother Olivia did not confine all her educational efforts
within the parish schools. With the beginning of the twentieth
century, a movement was inaugurated in the Congregetion to send
the Sisters to various educational centers for study, Standards

for the certification of teachers were being raised and the

10 ‘ '
Mother Clarissa Dilhoff, "Journal, 1900-1943," (Section
on St. Bridget, Indisnspolis). Oldenburg, Indisnas: Archives
of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception. Not paginated.
11

Mother Clarissa Dilhoff, "Journal, 1900~1943," (Section
on St. Mary Academy). Oldenburg, Indisna: Archives of the
Convent of the Immaculate Conception,.
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Congregation was now in a better finencial condition to meet the
expenses of the higher education of its members. Since before
1880 Normal Classes had been held every summer at Oldenburg;
teachers from various institutions hed conducted classes at these
Normels, but before 1800 no attempt had been made to have the

. Sisters pursue courses of s tudy outside the Motherhouse or the
Mission homes.lz

A beginning at outside study was made in 1905, when several

Sisters were sent to élyde, Missouri, to study Gregorian Chant.-

| For the next six years no forther abttempt at outside study wes
made.a In 1910 the Saint Francis Normal at Oldenburg was eccre=
dited by the state. This was an incentive to incresse the educe-
tional ettainments of the Sisters. The next step came in 1€11,
when two Sisters were sent to Marquette University to take courses in
Latin and physiess. In 1913 three Sisters attended classes et the
Catholic University of America at Washington, D.C., and from then
on the progran for study at various colleges and universities

continued almost interruptedly.

12
In writing of the early attempts to educate teachers,
Sister Dorothea Michael comments: "The curriculum of the scademy
wes added to and advanced. Professors were called in occasionally
to teach music, art, French, Latin, etc., a&s out limited mesns
permitted." See: "Memoirs, 1851-1884," Part II, pe. 8. Oldenburg,
Indisnas Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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Throughout the thirty-six years of her incumbency, Mother
Oliviae's interest end enthusiasm remained unchecked. She had an
excellent assistant in Sister Clotilde, who cooperated faithfully
with her through the six terms of office; between these two
Religious there was mutual understanding based on kindred qualities,.
At the end of her sixth term of office Mother Olivia*s health was
broken, so the Sisters, equally a\ippreciative of her years of service
and of her failing strength, in the General Chapter of 1920 elected
Sister Veneranda Huser to be the fifth Mother General of the

13
Congregation.

Mother Venerande Huser

Mother Venersnds was tell, dignified, stern, and decisive.
When chosen as Superior over the entire Congregation in 1920, she
had spent almost forty-nine years in religious life. Besides work
as teacher and local Superior at Sacred Heart School, Cincinnati,
she had acted as the Congregation's School Supervisor for ten yearse
She was therefors familisr with the work of the schools and had
competent kmowledge of many of the teschers.

Mother Veneranda's term of office was marked by three projects,

which were in some respects repetitions of works carried on during

/

13 .
"Annels of the Congregetion 1851-1925," p. 286. Oldenburg,
Indianas: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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the first decades of the Congregation: perpetual adoration,
the care of orphans, and assistance in the establishment of a new
religious Congregation. Her first official act was the construction
of a building west of the infirmary at Oldenburg to house & special
Adoration Chapel and Convent Library. Mother Olivia ahd the Sisters
had planned to erect such a building, but because of other more
pressing needs it had to be postpbned. The chapel was in some.
degree & return to the custom of perpetual adoration, which Mother
Theresa had introduced in the first yearf, and which had been dis~-
continued et the Bishop's order in 1864. With the consecration
of the new Adoration Chapel in 1921,14 the practice was begum of
heving perpetual adoration during the summer months and continuous |
adoration from 7 AJM. to 5 P.M. during the remainder of the years
Although apparently unrelated to the work of educeation, the custom
- of perpetual adofa’cion waes instituted as one of the most necessary
end helpful sources of strength to the relig;ious‘ teacher. The nun
who has proposed to follow end further the work of the Great Teacher
of Galilee can nowhere find better inspiration and assistance than
in meditation at the feet of Christ Himself.

A year after the completion of the Adoration Chapel (1922)

the Right Reverend Joseph Chartrand, Bishop of Indianapolis, asked

14
Daily Journal of the Building of the Adoration Chapel.
Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception. (Manuscript, not paginated).
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the Sisters to take charge of the Diocesan Orphenage at Vincennes,
Indiena. The proposal was strongly alligned with the traditionai
leaning of the Congregation to the care of orphans. As early as
1854 eleven dependent children were in the charge of the Sisters.
In the next dscade.the orphan group increased, but in 1865 Bishop
de St. Palais objected to the Sisters' practice of rearing orphen
children.ls' This action may heve beem due to the Bishop's convie-.
tion that the Sisters were carrying on more work than their strength
pérmitted, since fof that reason he ﬁaé discontinued perpetusal
adoration in the preceding yeare. Although the care of the orphans‘
es g distinoct work had been gradually given up, the Congregation
continued to aid dependent children when cdlled upons. In 1898
Mother Olivie had accepted three homeless girls who were sent from
a New York Orphenage after the institution had been destroyed by

‘ fire. These girls were in the care of one of the Sisters, and
received their elementary education in the Oldenburg village school
and their high school training in thelacademy boarding schcol.16

Therefore, when in 1921 Bishop Chartrand made his request

concerning the Vincennes Home, Mother Venersnde willingly adopted

the undertaking. At the time of its acceptance by the Congregation

15
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, "Notes, 1884-1914," p. l.
Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception.
16
Ibide, pe 1.
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the institution cered for orphan boys only. In 1929, after the.
buildings had been remodelled and enlarged, the orphan girls of
the diocese were also transferred to the Vincennes Homes  Since
a more complete treatment of St. Vincent Home will be given in
Chapter VII of this narrative, it will not be described further
at this point.

Early in the 1920's an experiment in secondary education was
projected in the Archdiccese of Cincinnaeti. In November, 1921,
the parishes of western Cincimmati sponsored s movement to erect
a free Cehtral High School for tﬁe boys and girls of that section
of the city.v The pastors of eleven parishes of Price Hill end
the vicinity, forming a board of directors, plenned the construc-
tion of the new school. It was to be & coeducational school,
free to all the Cetholic boys and girls of the eleven parishes.
In September, 1922, the institution, known as Elder High School,

. began its first year. The teaching staff included Religious from
the Brothers of St. Francis, the Brothers of Mary, the Sisters of
Charity, the Sisters of Mercy, the Sisters of Notre Dame, and the
Sisters of St; Francié. Mother Veneranda agreed to send two Sisters
as teachers; they continued to teach there until the school was teken
over exclusively for boys in 1927, and the girls were takgn to

~ Seton High Schoole It was then that the Oldenburg Congregation

wag asked to build and maintain a free Central High School for the
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17
children of the perishes in the northern section of the city.

Junior College

In the me#ntime work in higher education was progressing at
Oidenburg. The Saint Francis Normal had been approved by the Indiana
State Board of Education in 1910. 1Its principal objective was to
provide training for those Sisters who were to become teachers in
the parochial schools conducted by the Congregation. The first
step to provide training for girls at the collegiate level was
made with the upward extension of the educational cfferings at
the Immeculate Conception Academy at Oldenburge. Two years of
college work were added to the curriculum there as & nucleus for
later developments into a liberal arts college. In July, 1922,
the Indiena State Teachers' Supervisory Department, after inspecting
the normal-school classes, recognized the school as Immaculate
Conception Junior Collegs. This was the beginning of a long
process to establish a four-year liberal arts college, réalized

18
in the founding of Marian College in 1936.

17
Elderado (Semior class annual of Elder High School), p. 30.
Cincinnati: Schulte and Cappel, 1924,
18
"Annals of the Congregation, 1851-1925," p. 339. Oldenburg,
Indiesnas Archives of the Convent of the Immaculete Conception.
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Mexicen Project

In 1925 Mother Veneranda agreed to cooperate in a work similar
to that assumed by Mother Antonia in 1867, iﬁ helping to found
the Sisters of St. Francis of Clinton, Iowa. Beceuse of the
religious persecution in their country, severgl young Mexican
women, sponsored by a wealthy Mexican lady, wanted to organize
as Franciscan religious teachers in order to give religious
instriction to the neglected youth of their country. The Most
Reverend Pascual Diaz Orozco, Archbishop of Mexico, therefore
requested the Right Reverend Bishop Albert Daeger, O.F.M.,
Archbishop of Sante Fe, to suggést some FranciscanvCongregatian
in the United States that would be willing to train these women
in religious life. Archbishop Daeger mentioned the Sisters of
Oldenburg, and in the sarly part of 1925 the seven aspirants came
to Indiena to make a three~year canonical Novitiate. Until
January, 1926, they devoted themselves to study and the mastery
of the English lenguage. Then, after fulfilling the postulancy
end novitiate required by Canon Law, they were ready to make vows,
Two of the group, sisters-german, decided to remain with the Oldenburg
Franciscans;‘ the other five returned to their native country.
Because of government hostility toward Religious, they adopted
a plain secular dress and formed a commnity of teachers, conducting

schools in privaete homes and training catechists to go into various
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19
parts of the country and give religious instruction to children.

With the celebration of the diamond Jjubilee of the convent
in 1926, Mother Venerande completed her six~year term in the govern=-
ment of the Congregation. Her successor, chosen by the General
Chapter of 1926, was Sister Clarissa Dilhoff.zo The Congregetion
wes now ready to launch itself into a period of intensive effort
to give graduate study to many of its teachers, to devole more
attention to secondary end collegiate work, and to begin pioneer

efforts with two other racisl groups, the American Indian and the

Chinese.

Summary

The edministration of Mother Olivie (1884-1920) was char=
acterized by the culmination of projects that had been in progress
for several years. In 1885 the Congregation wes recognized as &

corporate body with the right to transact business under the title,

"Sisters of Seint Francis of Oldenburg, Indiena," in the states

19
Interview between the writer and Sister Ann Laetitia Alcaresz,
one of the Mexican group, at St. Bernard, Ohic, February 18, 1943,
20
"Record of Elections," pe. 71, Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives
of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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of Indiana and Missouri. Six years later, its recognition as a
religious body was obtained in the final Papal Approbation of the
Rule and Constitutions. At Oldenburg the construstion of a group
of buildings --- infirmery, convent church, convent and academy
building, and Senta Clara Villa ~== enlarged the fé.cilities of the
Motherhouss to meet new conditions. Both elementary education

end teacher training were advanced. During this period the Congre-~
gation accepted schools in Illinois and Kansas; +the teacher training
work of the Saint Francis Normal School was accredited by the state,
and the Congregation inaugureted a movement to send Sisters to
colleges and universities for study.

Mother Veneranda promoted three works that had been given
perticular aettention in the years ‘shortl‘y after the foundation.
During her incumbency the Congregation erected an Adoration Chapel,
resumed the care of orphans in the accepteance of the Diocesan Orphan
Home at Vincennes, Indiens, and cooperated in the foundation of a
Congregation of Mexican Sisters. In 1922 the Sisters began their
first work in secondary education in the Cincimmeti hig;h school
system; this was in the form of the appointment of two teachers

for the staff at Elder High School, Price Hill.
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CHAPTER VI
LATER EDUCATIONAL ADVANCES

Introduction

The close of Méther Veneranda's administration witnessed an
inoreé.sing demend for better gquelifications on the part of teachers
 and for new ocontributions in the field of secondary end collegiate
education, At this time there were opening to the Francisocan Sisters
numerous enterprises that were to call for the \dispersion of energieé
into chamnels outside the Convent home, snd which were to meke
demands on both the personﬁel and the finances of the Congregation.
Some of these projects were, in a sense, really pioneer efforts,
since they involved localities and types of work wholly foreign 7
to the past experiences of the Sisters. The increasing membership,
together with the efficient and far-seeing policies of thoss govern-
ing the Congregetion, made the adoption of these projects terminate

in suocessful and effective work in untried areas of education.
Mother Clarissa Dilhoff

The election of Mother Clarissa to the office of Mother General

was opportune and important. She was a genuine school woman, at the

78
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same time cultured, experienced, and gifted. Her remarkable execu=-
tive ability was made even 'moi'er effective by unusual powers of memory.
Alike prayerful and progressive, she held in true perspeotive the
two~fold aim of the Congregation -~~ the sanctification of its
members and the Christian education of youth., Although stern on
ocscas»ion, she was consistent in discipline, and exercised as mmch
influence by her personality as by formal goverament, She was

above all zealous for the spiritual and professionai bgrmﬂ:h of the
Sis’gers s, and wntiring in her efforts to raise the educational
standards of the Congregation,

Mother Clerissa had prefaced her appointmeut to the government
of the Sisterhood by a long career in education, From 1886 until
the beginning of her incumbency (1926) she had worked in the Academy
at Oldenburg as teacher, prefect of studies, and directress. She
had gained wide experience and given ﬁ'aluable service in the tsacher=
training work of the Sisters as President of the St, Francis Normal,
Sister-Student Cowmsellor, and Adviser on the Congregation's Board
of Bducation. She was therefors excellently equipped to undertaks
the projects thet arose for the Congregation's akbtention at this
time’. She willingiy shouldered new responsibilities and the risks
they involved, so that when completed her administration carried a

tone of daring, almost of innovation.
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The Special Endeavors of Mother Clarissa

The administrative work of those governing e growing organization
will necessarily ovérlap; for example, one of the plans made during
Mother Veneranda's term of office waited for its fulfillment until

Mother Clarissa took over the direction of the Congregation. This
.was the eniargement of Saint Mary Academy at Indismapolis. A4s
mentioned earlier in this narrative, the Sisters had built a new

| éaademy building in 1911-1912,. Progressing inversely, the grade
school had dwindled as the academy grew., During the early 1920's
it was evident that & new building was necessary, if the increasing
academy enroliment was to be provided for satisfactorily. Mother
Veneranda and her Counecil had mede plans for this building, but the
expiration of their term of office had postponed execution of the
work, In 1926 Mother Clarissa directed the erectim of the new
building, which was brought to completion in time for use at the
opening of the second semester, February, 1928,

Another work that had been gradually evolving since early
in the new century was carried to a new point of development
under Mother Clarissa’'s hand; +this was the estaeblishment of the
Teacher Training Collége.. In 1924 the Sisters had formed a junior
ocollege in comaeﬁtion with the boarding school, This arrangement

was intended to be temporary, awaiting the opportunity to enlarge
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on the early endeavor., By 1928 the project had advanced to a scope
end standard sufficient to warrant application for further aceredi-
tation., A fowr=year Teacher Training College having been organized,
it was approved that year by the State Board of Education,

This was but one expression of Mother Clarissa's efforts to
improve the professional training of the Sisters., Her first circular
letter, addressed to the teachers on the missions, called for
general échool conferences to be held at various centers in Cinsinnati
on sohool holidays. All teachers of designated grades were to meet’
-at & given school under the chairmenship of an experienced teacher
to discuss school problems, make suggestions, receive help, and
exchange ideas. ! In 1927 such conferences were also scheduled
for the teachers in Indianapolis. Mother Clarissa likewise placed
much stress on individual study and professional reading. Among
the items for consideration by the teachers she recqmnendeds

The Sisters are advised to keep their regular study period,
the weekly conference pertaining to school questions and school
digoipline, and the weekly spiritual conference. 2

School and music teachers should read the magezine and literature
pertaining to their work. Each teacher could be made responsible

for one, and once a month in the teachers' conference reports could
be given on what has been read.

1
Letter from Mother Clarissa at Oldenburg to the Sisters on
the missions, dated September 1, 1926,
5 .
Ibid.
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Let the teachers be solicitous about their advanced study;
we must progress in this field, for here as in the spirlitual life,
to stand still is to retrograde.5

Cincinnati Diocesan High School

Mother Clarissa's anxiety for the training of teachers was
timely and welleplaced, for shortly after the opening of her admin-
istration the Oldemburg Franciscans received & new roequest that
would make unexpected demands on the corps of seconda.r:," school

- teachers and necessitate an even broader educational program within
the Congregation it‘self.

The Most Reverend John T, McNicholas, OsF., Archbishop of
Cincimmati, plénned to complete the organization of the Cincinmati
Catholic school system by calling for the erection of a z‘m.mber of
high schools in various parts of the city, under the sponsorship

- of different religious Congregations. In September, 1926, he asked
~ ‘the Oldenburg Sisters to build and maintain a high school for girls,
the first of its kind in Cincinnati, in the northern ssotiom of the

city. Mother Clarissa agreed to the proposition and, after consulta-
tion wiﬁh Bishop Joseph Chartrand of Indianepolis and the Sisters
Counciilors, sslected a site in Saint Bernard, Chio., In the follow=-

ing summer, July, 1927, work was begun on the new building.

3
Ietter from Mother Clarissa at Oldenburg to the Sisters on
the missions, dated February 4, 1927,
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By September, 1928, the school, named Our lady of Angels, was ready
for classes., The first student body numbered three hundred and fifty
girls and within the next decade the enrollment had increased almost
seventy per ocent, * The character of the high school,' its work, and

statistios will be given more fully in Chapter VIII of this narrative,
Saint Agnes Novitiate

The next efforts of the Congregation were expended on a project
that for a decade or more had been o felt need, but had been post-
poned for adjustment until more pressing matters could be disposed of'e
This was provision for more suitable facilities for the Congregation's

5
Novitiate,

4

Mother Clarissa Dilhoff, "Jowrnal, 1900-1943," (Section on
Our ledy of Angels High School). Oldenmburg, Indiana: Archives of
the Convent of the Immaculate Conception,

5

The term "novitiate" carries two connotations: (1) it refers
to the time of probation of a newly-entered aspirant to religious
life, From the day of entrance into the convent, until reception
of the religious habit (a period of at least six months), the aspir-
ant is ocalled a postulant; from the time of the reception of the
habit until the making of first vows (a period of two years) she is
known as e novice. These two periods constitute the "novitiate."
(2) "Novitiate" refers to the house or that portion of the convent
reserved for the postulants and novices. A novice seldom spends

. the entire two years and a half of the novitiate in the convent

only. The authorities of the Congregation endeavor to provide a
few months of mission life for the novice before she makes her
first vows for three years, so thet both she and the Congregation
can satisfy themselves that the young Religious can live community
life of the smaller missions and do the work (teaching, house-
keeping, and the like) for which she is being trained,
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The membership of the Sisterhood had inoreased to more than
eight hundred in 1930; from forty to fifty of these were in the
Novitiate, Until that date the novices and postulants occupied
& number of rooms in ome section of the convent building, but the

| size of the persomnel at the Motherhouse, and the various exercises
and activities of the novices made a separabe novitiate building
highly desirable .6

After obtaining the consent of Bishop Chartrand, Mother Clarissa
and her Cowmocil decided to erect a new novitiete north of the main
convent, It was to be a three-story red brick building, extending

. east e.z;d west, comprising office, classrooms, recreation rooms,

ohapel, dormitories, and reception rooms. Outdoor recreation space

‘was provided by a cloistered porch on the north side end by a campus

6
, The novices who are preparing themselves to assume the obli-
- gations of the religious life receive special training end instruction
. before being permitted to make vows to observe all that the Rule
requires, They are therefore placed umnder the care of an experiemnced
- 8ister, called the Mistress of Novices, and instruoted in the Rule
and Constitutions, trained in prayer and meditation, and exercised
in the virtues necessary for successful community life. According
to their talents, background, and interests, they pwrsue further
‘study in preparation for teaching or receive special training in
manual duties or housework, wunder an experienced professed Sister,
Although the members of the Congregation regard teaching
a8 one of the highest professions open to women, absolutely no
disgtinotion is made among the members because of differences in
training end ocoupation. The housekeeper or the laundress has
the same status as the teacher in high school or college.
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on the west. Begun in May, 1930, the structure was finished and
ready for dedication on March 25, 1931, It was placed under the
patronage of Saint Agnes of Assisi, who was the younger sister of

, 7.
Saint Clare, the first young woman to follow the Franciscan Rule.

Indian Missions

In the spring of 1934 Mother Clarissa's answer to an appeal
for financial help for t}ae Indian missions in western United States
led to & request that was to culminate in new foundations of the
Congregation in another western state. ’ In the late nineteenth

. contury there had been flourishing missions on the Crow Indian
‘Reservation in Montena. Boarding schools conducted by the Jesuit
Fa‘khsr# and the Ursuline Nuns were doing valuable work for the
: {merovamnt ofAthe Indiens, Reverses brought by fire, World War I,
#nd the flu epidemio of 1918 had reduced the seven vigoro’usw
- missions to such an extent that in 1934 only two one~room schools
' rmined of the educational endeavors., In order to build up these
missions, Father Charles Owens, S.J., asked Mother Clarissa to make

9
foundations in Monbtana.  In June, 1935, the four Sisters who had

7 -

Mother Clarissa Dilhoff, "dJournal, 1900-1943," (Section on
Saint Agnes Novitiate), Oldemburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent
of the Immaculate Conception.

8 ; * o

Letter from Father Thomas Grant, S.J., from Pryor, Montana,
to Mother Clarissa, Oldenburg, Indiana, dated March 26, 1934,

9 A | )

. letter from Fether Charles Owens, S.J., from St, Xavier,
. Montana, to Mother Clarissa, Oldemburg, Indiana, dated September 30,
1934,
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. been selected from a list of volunteers, accompanied by Mother
Clerissa herself, arrived at Saint Xavier Mission in southeastern
Monte.na,.' There a school of fifty-two pupils wes opened in the
following September; twenty of these were boarders, Indian and
white, Catholic and non-Catholic, In 1937 three more Sisters begen
work among the Indiens, Another school was opened at Pryor, ﬁinety
miles from Saint Xavier, Dating from their first summer in Montana,
the Sisters also conducted Christian Doctrine Sehools in outlying
Indian districts during the vacation months., These summer schools

10
included Wyola, Rocky Boy, lodge Grass, and Crow Agency.

The China Endeavor

After their meﬁbership had reached several hundred, the Fran-
ciscan Sisters at Oldenburg had repeatedly been asked to send Sisters
into foreign countries to do missionary work. Requests had come
from priests in China, India, and the Philippines, but the number of
.teachers‘ needed to staff the parish schools in the United States
always made compliance with these reguests impossible. Several
times Mother Clarissa had seriously considered inaugurating missionary
work in some foreign count;cy. In 1927 she had been asked to begin

work in the Diocese of Wuchang, China, but because of the building

10 :
Sister Mary Odo Volmer, "Letters of the Montana Missions,
1935-1940," (Sent fortnightly to Mother Clarissa). Oldenburg,
Indianas: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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| and staffing of the Cincinnati Dioccesan High Scohool the foreign
project had to be rejected. The Franciscan Sisters of Luxemburg,
Germany, had taken the Wuchang Missions with the understanding that
‘they would keep it only until relieved by American Sisters. The
‘kaishoy of Wuchang, Most Reverend Sylvester Espelage, O.F.M., made
- & second appeal in 1933, At that time conditions caused by the
depression precluded any thought of undertaking the work, since
the esteblishment involved expenditures totalling $20,000., In
1036 the Sisters received a third appeal., After discussing the
matber with her Cownocil, Mother Clarissa referred it to Blshop Joseph
Ritter, then Bishop of Indianapolis. His answer was unexpected
- encouragemsnt to sponsor the undertaking. H
8ix Sisters were selected from those who volunteered, and arrange-
ments were made for their deparﬁure in 1937. The trip was postponed
~ indefinitely, however, because of the unsettled conditions in China,
" Qn'September 2, 1938, four of the selected group éailed from Vancouver
and{reached Shanghai, September 19. 12 Although Mother Clarissa's
secqnd term of office had expired by that time, she continued her

;I.ntarest and her endeavors for the success of the work,

11 : :
Letter from Mother Clarissa at Oldenburg to the Sisters
on the Missions, dated December 18, 1936,
12 N
Franciscan Chronicle, Vol, XII, No, 1 (February, 1939), 42,
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Marian College

The Saint Frencis Normal at Oldenburg remained for a long time
the Congregation's principal means of providing higher education
for its members through its own facilities, The first attempt to
offer training for girls at thé collegiate level was made during
Ko‘bher Veneranda's administration. At that time (1924) a two-year
Junior college was established at Oldenburg. In 1926 a four-year
'beé.cher training coilage was organized.

Finally, en unanticipated prbspeet was offered in 1936, In
October of that year, the Congregation purchased the Allison estate
on the outskirts of Indismspolis. In September, 1957, after the
remodelling of the several buildings, Marian College was opened
as a school for women, offering four-ysar liberal arts and teacher
training courses. If. was the culmination of long extended effort

to initiate work in the field of collegiate training for young women.
Election of Mother Leonida Borchelt

At the expiration of Mother Clarissa's second term of office

(1938) the General Chapter of the Sisters elected Sister Leonida
13
Borchelt for the new Mother General.

13 '
"Record of Elections," p. 73, Oldenburg, Indiana; Archives
of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception.
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Mother Leonida had been assistant to Mother Clarissa during

the twelve years of the latter's inoumbency. As such, she was
familiar with ell the current problems of the Congregation and well

| able to cope with various projects that were awaiting final adjust;
ment. Her first care was to complete errangements for the departure
of the Sisters destined for the China mission. As mentioned above,
four of the Sisters left Ameriocs in September, 1938, After arriving
in Shanghai they proceeded to their missions ot Hwangshikeng, a city
ni’neﬁy miles from Wuchang on the Yangtse River, Although beginning
immediately some of their work at the mission, they devoted a great

. part of their time to the study of the langusge. The mission com-
pound, comprising a Catechumenate, a Holy Infancy (babies and orphans),
& parochial school, and a dispensary, could not be maintained without
Chinese help and more Sisters, 14 The need for the other two Sisters
of the ofiginal group was apparent, These tw;) 8isters left America
in the early autwum of 1940 and arrived in Shanghal on September 27.15

' The Japanese occupation of China prevented their proceeding to the
missions at Hwangshikang and they were forced to take up residence

at Shanghai. There they studied the lenguage and tried to acquaint

14 , ‘
Letter from Mother Clarisse at Oldenburg to the Sisters on
the missions, dated December 18, 1936,
15 . N ' - -
Franciscens in China, Vol. XVIII, No. 11 (November, 1940),
323, /
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themselves with the customs of the people. War condition prevented
easy commmication with America, and the last reports from thein
indioated that their stey in Shanghei would continue indefinitely.m
In Ma.fch, 1943, news reached the United States that the four Oldenburg
Sisters at Hwangshikang were interned by the Japanese,

In 1940 Mother Leonida accepted a school at Portage des Sioux,

Migsouri, and in the following year she agreed to send Sisters for

- the public school at St, Mary of the Roocks, Indiana.

Summary

With the beginning of Mother Clarissa's administration (1926),
the Congregation concentrated its energies on the inoreasing demands
of seoondary and collegiq.'be educations Our lLady of Angels High éohool,
erected in Saint Bernard, was the first diocesan high school for |

~the girls of Cincinneti., At Oldenburg, & four-year teacher training
oo}lege wes acoredited by the state in 1928; it served as an insti-
~tution ‘for training the Congregation's own members wntil 1936, when
the work was expanded into a liberal arts college for young women
et Indianepolis. During this period the Sisters also inaugurated
work with two recial groups --- the Chinese in Wuchang, and the

- Crow Indiens in Montane. In 1938 Mother Leonida was elected Mo’c\her
Gemeral and at the present time (1943) is in charge of the Congre-

~gation.

16
Cable received at Oldenburg through the Internatiomal
Red Cross, Washington, D.C., February 20, 1942,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAFTER VII
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Introduction

The first educational work done by the Sisters of Saint
Frencis at Oldenburg was of a two~fold nature: that which was
strictly elementary, as earried on in the Oldenburg district
school, and that which extended, at least to a limited degree,
to the secondary level, as conducted in the academy Boarding
school. Even though the work had this two~fold character, the
Congregation's primary educational aim was to provide elementary
instruction for children of the poorer classes. For this reason,
‘and likewise because of the limited development of the high school
during the greafer part of the nineteenth century, most of the
schools maintained by the Sisters have been at the elementary
level.

Beginning with the Oldenburg wvillage school of twenty
children in 1851, th'e work in elementary education steadily
expanded until in 1943 the Sisters conducted seventy parochial
schools scattered among six sﬁates, thirteen public schools dis=-

tributed over three states, and the elementary grades connected

with the diocesan orphanage at Vincennes, Indiana.

91
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General Organization of the Parochial Schools

The elementary schools conducted by the Sisters have been, with
only a few exceptions, Catholic parochial schools, in the strict
sense of the term, that is, they have been schools erected and
maintained at'the expeﬁse of the members of a given parish church.

In accordsnce with the recommend;tions of the Church author-
ities, every pastor of a Catholic parish in the United States must
attempt to establish a school as soon as possible after the orgen-
ization of the parish. In some insbtances the schoolhouse was
erected even before a permenent church was built.

Although all the parochial schools are coordinated through the
Catholic philosophy of education, each diocese has its own school
system, just as every state of the United States has its ,ovm public
school system. Each Bishop organizes the schools of his diocese
as he sees its problems, but essentially there are no great differ-
ences anmong the various diocesan systems. Thersfore the Congregation
has not found difficulty in transferring teachers from one diocese
to another. Almost without excéption, diocesan regulations have
sought to conform to state reguirements,

The pastors, having once erected schools, are generally free
to engage, with the approvel of the Bishop, whatever Cdngregation

of religious teachers they chooses In most cases the school end
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Sisters! house are parish property, but as was seen earlisr. in this
narrative the Sisters of Saint Frauncis often erected schools and
teachers! homes at their own expense. In the parochial schools the
Sisters have always worked for & minimum salary, seldom more then
three hundred dollars a year. During periods of financial embar=-
rassment on the part of parishes the Sisters have given their
services gratis. This has been possible only by virtue of their
community life and their vow of voluntary poverty.

In the nineteenth century, little was required for teacher
certification, other than the ability to obtain a favorable appraisal
on the end-product of £he teacher's endeavors; mnamely, that the childrem
ma;ter at least to some degree the sudbject-matter that they were
expected to learn. During more recent times diocesan superinten=~
dents have specified the holding of a diocesan certificate or

credentials of specific teacher training.
Parochial Schools of the Congregation

According to a custom prevalent in early America, many Catholic
schools meintained a segregation of boys and girls with a dual steff
"of men and women teachers. Especially in schools of more than a

hundred pupils, the Sisters often taught the girls only. This was

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



94

the case during the first few decades at Holy Trinity School,
Ste. Louis; * at Holy Family School, Oldenburg; ° and at Immaculate
Conception Schodl, Millhousen, Indieana. °
The curriculum ordinarily included the traditionel subjectss

reading, language, arithmetic, geography, history, nature study,

and musice Both as a distinct subject and pervading all, religion
always held first place. Daily atbtendance at Holy Mass, the central
-act of Catholic worship, has been the traditionel practice of the
children in schools taught by the Franciscan Sisters; and exceptions
to  that rule were made only in the case of the very young children

or of those who had long and dengerous trips to school. Each class
period, begun with a short prayer often of only two or three sentences,
brought to the child's attnetion the fact that religious truths

must regulate his entire life. Training of chéracter, and teaching

in manners and morals, were to be accomplished more by the tescher's

example than by her formal precept. The influence of the life of

the teaching Sisters, and of her attitude and condcut toward the child,

1
"Annals of Holy Trinity School, St. Louis, 1859-19831," p. 5.
Oldenburg, Indianas: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception. (Typewritten).
2
Historical Sketch of the Convent and Academy of the Sisters
of St. Franeis, p. 47. Oldenburg, Indiana: Published by ths
Community, 1901.
3

Louis A. Harding, History of Decatur County, Indiens, pe. 274.
Indianepolis: B. F. Bowen and Co., 1918,
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together with her method of acknowledging, directly and indirectly,
the relation of all learning to God, has been the reason for both
the foundation and the continuance of the Congregation's schools.
In order to assist the teachers in their work of instruction
in places where diocesan regulations were vague and incomplete,
the Congregation drew up courses of study at an early date. A work
of this kind published by the Congregation in 1901 carried the
f@llowing introductory recommendations:

ARITHMETIC. Rules and principles are to be taught in connec-
tion with problems, not memorized literally. A graded yard and foot
ruler and a set of weights and measures should be found in every
school, for illustrating work in denominate numberse « « « A set
of Toy loney is also a valuable school aide o o »

NATURE STUDY. Encourage the pupils to bring specimens for
this study, and in making your selection be careful to have the
three kingdoms of Nature well represented in the course for the year.

U.S. HISTORY. Magazines, papers, and catalogues will furnish
historical pictures and portraits. KXeep these before the class when
teaching history, until pupils recognize them at sight. Pupils use
no text-book before sixth year. ’

READING. Supplementary reading matter must not be more difficult
than text or reader in use. Sometimes supplement from Geography,
Arithmetic or Catechisme o o BEliminate what is too difficult or
unsuitable,

Work for the primary grades included religion, arithmetic,
reading, language, object lessons, and writing. United States history
end nature study were begun in the second grade; geography was
combined with nature study in the third grade. Throughout the primary
grades the section on reading was always accompanied by the precau-

tion: "Lessons that are too difficult may be postponed, or

4
Course of Study Pursued in the Primary and Grammar Departments
of the Parochiel Schools Conducted by the Sisters of Saint Francils,
Pe 2 Qldenburg, Indisnas Convent of the Immaculate Conception, 1901,
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eliminated entirely." Spelling was to be teken from the reading
lesson, with diacritieal marks begun in the third grade.5

The suggestions for geography and nature study were particularly
interesting:

Tegch pupils to know the directions of the neighboring streetse.

Heve lessons on most useful garden vegetables . « . plant seeds in
boxes and bottles and observe their growth. (Grade 3).

Teach Alaska, South America, United States, and the home state.
Of Alaska and South America, the principal features only are to be
touched, the United States and home geography receiving more attention.
With the home state, teach its history. (Grade 5). ©

Work in the upper elementary grades was a mixture of the formal
and the practical. Alongside of "partial payments," "fancy headings
in penmanship," and "anatomy and physiology proper," there were
recommended suggestions of a later tone, such as “practical hygiene,"
general history to be read by the class, then topically outlined and
retold by the pupils, "drawing of original designs and reproduction
7

from memory."

The course of study published in 1901 did not differ greatly

from that of eight years previous. Again the primsry grades were

given a more natural medium of expression. In language and composition,

5
Course of Study Pursued in the Primary and Grammar Departments
of the Parochial Schools Conducted by the Sisters of saint Francis,
ppe 3=9. Oldenburg, Indiana; Convent of the Immaculate Conception,
1901,
6
Ibido, PPe l4-16,
7
Ibida, Pe 8.
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the teacher of the primary grades was advised tos

Induce pupils to speak of their games, pets, homes; correct
faulty expressions. Have them tell short stories. .

Carry on conversation with pupils ebout home duties, walks,
objects attracting their attention on their wey to and from school.

Use short sentences for orsl and written drill in the correct
use of lie, lay; set, sit; see, saw; gone, went; stc.8

Less attention was given to oral work in the upper grades and
the instruction became more formal until in grade eight the recommenda-
tion was, "Devote much attention to diagramming, analyzing, and

9 AY
parsing.”

Work in penmenship was outlined for primary grades only. Vocal
music and drawing, while listed to be taught throughout the grades,
were not treated extensively in the course of study, as were the other

10
subjects.

The course of study published by the Congregation in 1929 showed
a marked advance over the two preceding manuals, While it included
almost the same list of subjects, with the addition of Church history
for grades seven and eight, and physical training throughout the course,

it was much more explicit and helpful to the teacher. Besides aims,

objectives, subject matter, and the like, it suggested activities,

8
Course of Study for the Parochial Schools Conducted by the
Sisters of St. Francis, p. 8. Cldenburg, Indiana: Convent of the

Immaculate Conception, 190l.
9

Ibido, Pe 12,
10 :
Ibido, P 17,
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11
games, and bibliographies for the teacher. Provision for a more

flexible classroom procedure was made by suggestion to use dramati-
zetion, to organize clubs, to train the children to accept and to
use criticism, to provide social situations for fixing correct and
courteous forms of language, and to train the children to suggest
improvements on their own worke.

Two subjects given strong emphasis in the early years were music
and art. Drawing and vocal music were taught as extensively as possible
in the regular classroom, but the courses labelled "music" and "art®
ordinarily meant private lessons for both children and adults. Art
classes were begun at Saint lary Academy, Indianapolis, in 1883 and
exhibits of the work were held every year. e The art class begun
at Holy Trinity, St. Lpuis, in 1884 included china painting, commercisal
designing, etching, and history of art. - Both these art schools
were offshoots of the art department conducted in the Immaculate
Conception Academy at Oldenburge The art class at St. Louls was

discontinued in 1930, but the work ot Saint Mary Acedemy and at

Oldenburg continued without interruption.

11 :
Course of Study for Parochisal Schools Conducted by the
Sisters of Saint Francise Oldenburg, Indianas Convent of the
Tmmaculate Conception, 192%. Pp. 203.
12
The Cathollc Record, Vols XI, Ko. 1 (June 27, 1895), Be”
Vol. XV, Noe 10 (September 9, 1897), 8.

13
"Annals of Holy Trinity School, Ste Louis, 1859~1931,"
pe 8¢ Oldenburg, Indianas; Archives of the Convent of the
Immaculate Conception.
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Besides the class singing done in the schools, private lessons
were given on a melodeon at Oldenburg as early as 1853.' H Use of
the reed orgen for instruction in music was soon replaced by lessons
in pianoce. There is reason to believe that the classes at St. Louis
were given music with the opening of the school in 1859, The annals
of Holy Trinity School relate, although with what authority is unknown,
that one of the three original Sisters destined for St. Louils carried
her guitar with her and during the trip hung it on the outside of the
horse~dravn covered wagon in which she traveled. With the twentieth
century movement for school orchestras and school bands the Sisters
began such organizations in both the elementary and high schools.

The results of the musical efforts in the schools were frequently
utilized for public performances and exhibitions. These appearances
were in conformity with the prevailing spirit of the times =-~ formal,
heavy, and elaborate. ‘A Catholic newspaper of 1864 describes an
entertainment given by the pupils of the Sisters at St. Stephen
School, Newport, Kentucky:

The verious parts of the play were without exception taken by
girls of whom, however, some carried through a masculine role so

excellently thet one could hardly perceive the difference. Particularly
moving was the last scene of Schiller's "laria Stuart." 15

14
Sister M. Dorothea liichael, "Memoirs, 1851-1884," Part I,
pe 20+ Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conceptione
15
Wahrheits-Freund, Vol. XXVII, No. 41 (Mey 25, 1864), 187.
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In the early years such entertainments were often held in
connection with the public examination of the children. e Awards
and diplomas always figured prominently in those programs.

In 1893 twenty-one of the Indians schools conducted by the
Sistérs sent class and individual work to the Chicago World's Fair;
eleven of the schools received awards for art, drawing, embroidery,
and class work. o

In such matters as school discipline, classroom procedure, and
methods of teaching, the conduct of the schools of the Sisters of
Saint Francisvwas uniform in many respects throughout the history
of the Congregation. While it is true that some of the earlier
teachers resorted to corporal punishment, and fequired almost
unquestioning conformity of the child to school regulations, it is
just as evident that most of the later teachers adopted policies of
democratic procedures and a sympathetic teacher-pupil relationship.
Posited midway between the old and the new philosophies of education,
the Rule of the Congregation, approved in 1891, laid down broad
principles to guide the teacher in her attitude toward the child,

Let them study for the education of youth, the Infancy of the
Son of God, who, to sanctify childhood, became Himself a child.

But above all let thep imitate the labors of His publie life, which
are a most sublime example for all who devote themselves to education.

16
Wahrheits-Freund, TVble. XXVI, No. 45 (June 24, 1863), 534.

17
The Catholic Record, Vol. XI, No. 32 (December 21, 1893), 1.
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He blessed the children whom He called to His side, and said to the
Apostles who would heve repelled them, "Suffer the little childrem

to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of
Gode (Mark 10, 14.) "And he that shall receive one such little child
in my name, receiveth me." (Matt. 18, 5.) These words and this act

of our Divine Savior, should be to us an indication: (1) of the dignity
of childhood and of the esteem in which children sre to be held;

(2) of the love and sincerity with which we are to regard them;

(3) of the importance and sublimity of the vocation of instfgc’cing

those for whom our Divine Lord was pleased to suffer death.

The Sisters were taught in their normal classes and in their
novitiate instructions.that the individual child is the important
element in education; the guidence of his moral, mental, sdcial,
and physical growth is the task of the teacher. She was not only to
teach him by formal lesson and example to live uprightly, and to
train his mind in the accepted branches of study, but she was to join
in his recreation, supervising his games on the playground, and
be alert to his physical needs in food and clothing.

While it is true that many phases of the modern educational
movement were adopted to a. greater or less degree by individual
teachers, likewise many fettures of the traditional school . were
retained. In 1935 Mother Clarisss cautioned the Sisters:

Drill in fundamentals, tables, and anelysis in memtal arithe-

metic; see that your children are able to read, write, and speak
English correctly; do not slight supervision of the playgrou_nd.lg

18 '

Rule of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis and Consbti=-
tutions of the Sisters of the Order Forming the Congregation of
Oldenbur P 34, Oldenburg, Indienas Published Dy the Gongre=
gation, %91.

19
Letter from Mother Clarissa at Oldenburg to the Sisters
on the missions, dated September 5, 1935,
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With the introduction of more democratic procedures into the
school, the Sisters did not foster self-expression at the expense
of self-discipline, They were encouraged to train children to think

for themselves, to ask questions and express opinions,‘to accept and
20 '
to use criticism, and %o suggest improvement. On the other hand,

they were warned to teach the child self-control:

The purpose of the school is not only for religious instructions,
but to develop character. . . » Character is the expression of an inner
lifes « o o Teach them it is small matter if they do a thing when they
are watched. Thf love of God should be their guide at all times and
at all places.

By 1900 the Sisters had kindergartens in three of the larger
schools: Saint Francis, Cincinnati; Sacred Heart, Cincinnati; and
Saint Alcoysius, Covington. % Later such classes were opened at
Seiht Joseph of Nazareth and Seint Bonaventure, Cincinnati; Tierra

Amarilla, New Mexico; Saint Clement, St. Bernard; Seint Francis,

Kensas City; Holy Trinity, St. Louis; and Saint Aloysius, Bridgetownm,
23
Ohio.

20
Course of Study for the Parochial Schools Conducted by the
Sisters of Saint Francis. Oldenburg, Indiana: Convent of the
Tmmaculate Conceptlon 1929. Pp. 203.
21
Letter from Mother Clarissa at Oldenburg to the Sisters on
the missions, dated September 17, 1929,
22
Historical Sketch of the Convent end Academy of the Sisters
of St. Francls, pe <l2. Oldenburz, Indiana: Published by the
Community, 1901.
23
Files of the schools conducted by the Sisters of Saint
Francis, Office of the Registrar, Convent of the Immaculate Conception,
Oldenburg, Indiana. :
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The seventy-one parochial schools conducted by the Sisters in
1943 were distributed over six states.s Of these, Indiana and Ohio
had the greatest number, twenty-nine and twenty-five, respectively;
the schools in Ohio averaged larger enrollments than those in Indiana.
Of the remaining states, Missouri had eleven schoolsy; Illinois, three;
Montana, two; and Kentucky, one school, Lists of the schools in each
state and their respective enrollments are given in Tables 7, 8, and

9 of the Appendix.

Public Schools of the Congregation

The Congregation conducts thirteen public schools: ten in Indiana,
two in New Mexico, and one in Ohio. Although there are minor differ=-
ences in the conditions under which these schools operate, they all
have one feature in common: the teachers are certifiedzas public
school teachers and receive salaries from state funds. *

The public schools of Indiana, with the exception of Lanesville,
were organized as such from the date on which the Congregation accepted
theme Work in the Indiana public school system began with the district
school at QOldenburg in 1851. Although county and state boards of

education have not preserved records of the early periods, annals of

the Congregation record the examinations teken by the Sisters in the

24 '
Files of the schools conducted by the Sister of Saint Francis,
Office of the Registrar, Convent of the Immaculate Conception, Oldenburg,
Indiana.
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25
public schools and copies of teachers® licenses date back to 1883,

All the schools were small rural schools in localities that never
developed much beyon& their original pioneer sbtatus. All were in
districts that had almost universal Catholic populations, and when
the people learned thaf the district schools were to be maintained by
the seme families who were building and maintaining the parish schools,
they sought and obtained state funds. In some places where the parish
school was established at a very early date, the township was spared
the cost or erecting or renting a schoole. Without exception the
school buildings are parish property. Some are old, badly equipped,
end in need of repair; others, like the school at Oldemburg, built
in 1932, are fine modern buildings. Thg state usually pays rental,
although it is generally a small amount, as 'in the case of Yorkville,
where the parish receives eighty dollars a year for rental, end in the
case of Saint Mary of the Rocks, where the township trustee is allowed -
one hundred dollars a year for school rental. “ The schools aré

located in four countiess Franklin, Dearborn, Decatur, and Harrison.

25
Franklin County Public School Licenses: Sister Mary de Sales
Olberding (1883), Sister Bonaventure Smith (1883), Sister Salesia
Poggel. (1885). Oldenburg, Indiena: Archives of the Convent of the
Immaculate Conception. :
26
Letter to the writer from Sister Dorothy Marie Bockhorst

. Yorkville, Indiana, dated Maroh 6, 1943.
Lottor to the writor from Sister Crescentia Wintering,

Saint Mary of the Rocks, dated lMarch 6, 1943,
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Although state~adopted texts are used, the children pay for their
own books just as they would in the parochial schoolse The state pays
a smalliamount per pupil for supplementary and schoolroom equipment.
Most of the schools have free transportation service provided by the
townships The problem of tfansportation.was oﬁe of the principal
reasons why Lanesville became a public school in 1935-1936. *

The public health nurse and doctor are on call and visit the
schools several times a year. Health and safety education aée strongly
emphasized in the Indisna rural schools, because of the conditions
arising from poor housing, ignorance of hygienic practices among the
older people, accident hazards, and failure to appreciate the health
advantages of rural life. “

Indiana makes no demsnd that the rursl teacher heve special
training in rural activities. The Oldenburg Congregation has tried
to select from its teaching corps those Religious who have definite
rural sympathiés and understand the conditions of the farm child.
Religious instruction is given one half-~hour every day, outside the

time allotted for the secular branches, In most of the schoocls the

children attend Holy Mass and religious instruction before the regular

27 :
Letter to the writer from Sister Mary David Weber, Lanesville,
Indisna, dated March 9, 1943,

28
Sister Mary Antonia Schmitz, "“The Supervision of a Rural

School," ppe 15-20. Unpublished Bachelor's thesis. Cincinnatis
Teachers College, Athenaeum of Ohio, 1940.
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school program. District authorities make no objection to the
correlation of religion with other Er&nches.

The Franciscan Sisters teaching in the public schools of Indiana
attend the institutes that are held at the county seat. 1In addition
to contacts with county superintendent and township trustees, they
have occasional visits from the diccesan superintendent, and from the
school supervisor of the Congregation at least once a year.

Of the two public schools in New liexico, one at Park View,
accepted in 1918, is an elementary school; the other at Tierra
Amarilla, taken in 1923, has both an elementary and a high schooi‘
program. The Tierra Amarilla school has grown considerably during
the years since the Sisters took charge. The new building of 1925
was erected by the county. lost of the equipment for the high school
was acquired through county and state officials. Since the pupils
come from a twenty-four mile area, the Tierra Amarilla schools are
served by two public school buses.

Both the missions, that at Park View and that at Tierra Amarilla,
have mixed Catholic and non-Catholic enrollments; +the former group is
the more numerous, since most Spanish~Americans are Cathélic. Religious
instruction is given to the Catholic children before the regular time
allotted for the other school branches. Use of the school buildings

for giving religious instruction has never met any opposition.
29

Principals of both schools have served on the local board of edueation.

29
Letter from Sister Mary Eva Howe, principal of Tierra
Amarilla School, to the writer, dated January 16, 1943.
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The one public school conducted by the Congregation in Ohio,
although the first one aoceptéd by the Sisters in the state, was not
originally in the public school system. Until the summer of 1936,
Saint Clement School in St. Bernard was a parochial school. Its
history dates from around 1851 when the pastor condcuted classes in
the building that served as school and priests's residence on the
first floor and as church on the second. After a time the school
was placed in charge of the Franciscan brothers. % In 1877, when
the Sisters of Saint Francis took over the work & new building was
erected. o This was replaced in 1924 by another modern well=-
equipped building.

In June, 1936, Father Basil Henze, O.F.M., pastor of Saint Clement
Parish, wrote to the $t. Bernard board of education that, unless Saint
Clement School were taken into the public school system in the follow-
ing September, it would have to be closed and its 875 pupils sent
to Ste Bernard public schoole The Saint Clement enrollment was

approximately one-third of the St. Bernard elementary school popula-

tion. Father Basil explained that he had to secure annual loans in

30
Diamond Jubilee of Saint Clement Parish, 1850~1925, pe. 10.
Cincinnati: The He. Nieman Co., 1925.
31
The Catholic Telegraph, Vol. XLVI, Noe. 38 (September 20,
1877), 4.
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order to maintain the school and that he wanted the board of
education to be prepared for the increased enrollment. %

During the summer the S5t. Bernard board of education arrsnged
to rent the eighteen classrooms in the Saint Clement School building,
"said rental including jenitor service, light, heat, water, lavatory
service and all supplies of a permanent nature for the period of one
school year of ten months at a rental of $5,000 for the term."33
At the same time the board reappointed the twenty Franciscan Sisters
who had been teaching in the school, and. appointed & principal from
the public schoél personnel. o The school was designated "Vine

Street School" in the public school system, but its original name

remained in use with the people of the locality.
Saint Vincent Home

After the discontinuance of the orphans' home at Oldenburg at
the suggestion of Bishop de Ste. Palais in 1865, the Sisters of Seint
Francis did not.resume work with dependent children in an orgenized
program until 1922. 1In that year Bishop Chartrand asked the Congre-
gation to take charge of Saint Vincent School, a home for dependent
bqys, in Vincennes, Indiana.

The history of Saint Vincent School represents more than a

hundred years of diocesan work in child care. As early as 1826 the

o2

Cincinnati Times Star, Vol. XCVII, No. 142 (June 13, 1938), 20.
33

Cincinnati Enquirer, Vol. XCV, No. 114 (July 31, 1936), 12.
34

Cincinnati Post, Vol. CXII, No. 28 (August 1, 1936), 2.
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Sisters of Charity of Nazareth cared for a few orphan girls in their
school in Vincennes. As the group increased, Bishop de St. Palais
organized separate homes for the orphan girls and the orphan boys.

The Boys' Home at the Highlands, Vincennes, was erected in 1864 and
put in charge of the Sisters of Providence, who had volunteered and
had begun work for the group thirteen years befors. Repeated building
projects and transfer of the boys' and girls' groups from one city

to another during the next half-century marked the. efforts of author=-
ities to take care of the orphaned children of the diocesec. Iﬁ 1919
the girls were placed under the care of the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd in Indianapolise. 1In 1922 the Oldenburg Sisters were asked

to take charge of the boys, thus relieving the Sisters of Providence
of the gratuitous care which they had given for almost sixty yearse. %
Seven yearsblater (1929), after the buildings had been enlarged,

the orphan girls were transferrea to the Highlands and the school
became the diocesan home for dependent children under the direction
of the Sisters of Saint Francis.

During the first years that the Oldenburg Congregation conducted
Saint Vincent School the administration was carried on along the
institutional policies which had characterized it in the préceding
deoades.. After a survey sponsored by Bishop Joseph E. Ritter, changes

were made to bring the school up to the standards of modern

35 .
Weltha M. Kelley, "Survey of St. Vincent's School, Vincennes,

Indiena,” 19368. (Mimeogrephed).
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child~caring agencies.

Seint Vincent School is located on a four~-hundred~acre tract of
land, cé&lled the Highlands, about three miles from the city of
Vincennes. The three buildings of this school ere as follows:

The Administrative Building erected in 1890 ocontains the living
quarter of the Sisters, the offices of the institution, kitchen and
dining halls, and a gymmasium for the children. It is a well pre-
served, durable structure and the style of the building blends harmon=~
iously with the other divisions.

The Children's Building erected in 1929 is built of red brick
and is modern in every detail. The equipment of the classrooms and
club rooms that it houses is complete and up-to~date. The dormitories

" measure up to all the required standards of institutional living
quarterse. .

The Chapel and the Chaplain's residence erscted in 1929 form
connecting links with the other buildings. « « « The newer buildings
are all fire proof and most modern in makeup.

From the physical standpoint, the Saint Vincent School for
Dependent Children is ideally planned and built. The group of
structures so intimately connected lends the appearance of a "home"
housing a “famil%" proud of its appearance and happy to be a part
of its program.3

The administration of Saint Vincent School is under the super=-
vision of the Catholic Charities Bureau, which handles all admissions
and releases, as well as all civil and court matters. The professional
staff is composed of seven Franciscen Sisters,. a tralned nursery
supervisor, a registered health nurse, a dietician with a degree, and
e recreational directresse The school also has the services of a

: 37
special social worker, e psychologist, and a house doctor.

36 ‘
Weltha M. Kelley, ope Cits, pe Je
37
"Souvenir of Saint Vincent School Exhibit," Convention of
National Courcil of Catholic Women, Indienapolis, Indiana, December 2,
1940, (iimeographed).
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About one hundred and ten boys and girls between the ages of
three and fifteeﬁ are cared for at the schecol. Children of pre-
school age have a separate dormitory and nursery under the direction
of the nursery supervisore. Grades one to seven are taught at the
Highlands; an ungraded opportunity classAserves those children
who need special help. Eighth grade pupils attend Saint John
Parochial School in the city, so that they mey meke contacts with
normel city life outside the institutions. High School pupils under
the supervision of Saint Vincent School live in private homes in the
city; +the girls attend Saint Rose Academy, snd the boys go to'Lincoln
High School. * Besides the regular elementaery subjects, the school
offers a vocational training program for girls, including general
homemaking end cooking, laundering, sewing and mending, child care,
and home nursing; it offers to boys work in dairying, farming,
poultry raising, bakery, general meintenance, cleaning and pressing,
barbering, end shoe repairing. Children who shavan interest or a

talent in music are given opportunity for vocal and instrumental
study and for participation in the school band.

Recreational activities offered to the children include

basketball, volley ball, swimming, roller and ice skating, clubs,

38
Letter to the writer from Sister Heribert Theders, Vincennes,
Indiena, dated January 15, 1943. '
"Souvenir of Saint Vincent School Exhibit," Convention of the
National Council of Catholic Women, Indianapolis, Indiana, December 2,
1940, (Mimeographed).
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and hobbies. Interclass and interscholastic teams for basketball are
active phases of the recreational program. In the arrangement of
their special club rooms the children have been allowed to display

' 40
their own ingenuity and originality.

Upon admission to the school the child is given a psychological
teste Difficult behavior problems are referred to the psychiatrist.
Regular staff meetings are held at which the problems presented by
the children are discusseds There is no uniformity in dress end the
clothing of the youngsters is similar in style and quality to that
worn by children of everage homes. Each child has an individual
locker and is responsible for the care and arrangement of his personal
belongingse.

According to the report of Weltha Kelleys

The routine requirements of the institution have apparently been
adequately interpreted to the children as is evidence in their stim-
ulated responses to the program and the cooperation with every phase
of the work. The atmosphere of the school is one of ease, freedom,
and self~expression in simulating normel family 1ife. This in itself
acts as a motivation to desirable conduct. The relations bebtween the
staff and children fostersdi sense of responsibility in a home of
which they both are proud.”

Saint Vincent School was licensed by the State Department of
Public Welfare, November 29, 1937. Although its enrollment in 1943

was one hundred and ten children, the school is licensed for 208

children, its maximum capacity.

40

Weltha M. Kelley, ope cite, pe 13
41

Ibid. s Pe 10.
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Sumary

The Sisters of Saint Francis conduct seventy-one parochial
schools, thirteen public schools, and the elementary grades at
Saint Vincent Orphan Home. These schools are scattered over géven
states: Indian§, Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, Montana, New Mexico,
and Kentuckye. The parochial schools are similer in general organ-
izetion, but minor differences exist in the administration of the
public schools, due to their location in the three states of
Indiana, New Mexico, and Chic. The Diocesan Orphanage at Vincennes,
Indisna, conducts & nursery snd a seven-grade elementery school;
children of the eighth grade attend the neighboring parochial
school.

In the work at the elementary level, the Sisters endeavor to
comply with diocesan and state requirements. Nevertheless, to
insure that the teachers in all the schools have sufficient help
and guidence, the Congregation has compiled courses of study, has
instituted teachers'® meetings on the missions, and has advocated
through its supericrs various methods and procedures for the

conduct of the schools,.
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CHAPTER VIII

SECCNDARY AND COLLEGIATE EDUCATICN

Introduction

Although elementary education was the Congregation's chief
concern, the efforts of the Oldenburg Sisters showed early attempts
et & program of secondary school training. The beginnings were made
in the Immaculate Conception Academy, established at Oldenburg in
1851, and in Saint Mary Academy opened at Indianapolis in 1883.
Commercial classes and‘so-called "academic" courses were offered
in at least four schools before 1900 and smallbclasses confined
to the subjects of the first two or three years of high school were
carried onAduring the early twentieth century in some of the
Indiane tqwns. During the second and third decades of the twentieth
century the Congregation established five permenent schools at the
secondary level.

While the work in the high schools was steadily progressing, a
consistent and uninterrupted program was carried on to extend the
work of teaching to the collegiate levels This end was achieved

in the establishment of Marien College at Indianapolis in 1936.

114
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Barly Attempts beyond the Elementary Level

Aside from the work in the two academies, one at Oldenburg
end the other at Indienapolis, commercial courses were conducted
in connection with the elementary schools of the Sisters. None
of these schools was perﬁanent, but they were significant in that
they showed an interest in extending instruction beyond the tradi-
tional grede-school education of the average middle-class person of
the late nineteenth century. Such classes, termed "commercial,"
"academic," and "sub-academic," were given af Ste Louis, Missouri
(1880),1 Brookville, Indiena (1893),2 Saint Bridget, Indisnapolis,
(1900),5 and Sacred Heart, Cincinnati (1900).4 In the twentieth
cenbury efforts to give two or three years.of high school subjects
were made in severél Indiena schools: et Shelbyville, Richmond,
and Connerswville. All of these early secondary schools were finally

discontinued, wﬁen it became evident that the enrollments were too

small to give promise of growbh and permanency.

l -
"Annels of Holy Trinity School, Ste Louis, 1859-1931," p. 7.
Oldenburg, Indianas Archives of the Convent of the Immeculate Conception.
2
Historical Sketch of the Convent and Academy of the Sisters
of St., Francis, p. 48. Oldenburg, lndisna: Published Dy the Community,
1901.
3

The Catholic Columbian Record, Vole XVII, No. 21 (November 24,
1900). 4.
4

Historical Sketch of the Convent and Academy of the Sisters
of St. Francis, pe 148 Oldenburg; Indisnas Published by the
Community, 1901.
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The 1909 course of study lists eas subjects for a two-year
business course: business arithmetic, business correspondence,
spelling, English, commercial law, stenography, typewriting,
bookkeeping, eand commercial geography. The same manual describes
the high school course as including: four years each of Christien
Doctrine, Latin, history, language and composition, mathematics,
science, wﬁd three years of Englishe. Science consisted of physical
geography, botany and geology, physics, and astronomy. The combined

5
English and language courses covered literature and rhetoric.

Immaculate Conception Academy

Out of the maze of struggles of the early Sisters to establish

themselves at Oldenburg, the academy boarding school emerged without

a specific date of foundation. Its existence in the spring of 1852

is beyond question, so the preceding fall term was probably the first
of its long record. In the character of its work it did not differ
greatly from similar institutions of its time. By the middle of the
nineteenth century the American academy was at its height, even
beginning to wane, but it had filled its place as the forerunner of
the public high school. The work offered was not of the strictly '
secondary level, as the tgrm is understood with reference to the public

high school of the twentieth. century. It included training in both

5
Course of Study for the Parochial Schools Conducted by the
Sisters of Ste. Francils, ppe. 20=22. Oldenburg, Indiana: Convent
‘of the Immaculate Conception, 1909 :
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elementary and secondary subjectss.

The Immaculate Conception Academy offered this mixed training
end in all probability the school was begun as an expedient to obtain
sufficient means to carry on the work in the parish schools where
the poorer people could pay little or nothing toward the salary of
the teachers. The first three boarders were from neighboring towns:
Dover, Brookville, and Richmond. In view of the poor accommodations
offered during the first few years, the survival end growth of the
school were herdly to be expected. Living as they did in a separate
division of the convent building, the boarder had not much more than
bare necessities. Theirs was probably a training in physical environe
ment similar to the English boarding school of the times Nevertheless,
the building program of the school could scarcely keep pace with the
growing enrollment. This may have been due to the low tuition charges
under which the school operated. According to an advertisement of
1859, the charges for board and for instruction in the usual branches
of the German snd English language were fifteen dollars quarterly,
with an additional three dollars for laundry, end one dollar for pader.
end the use of school bookse. ° Special subjects listed were: piano,
five dollars, quarterly; guitar end string instruments, four dollars,
quarterly; French, three dollars, quarterly; and instruction in meking

artificial flowers, two dollars for ten deys' instruction. Pupils

6
Wahrheits~Freund, Vol. XXIII, No. 2 (September 1, 1859), 25.
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were received at the beginning of each month, but for a term of not
less than six months. There were two vacations each year: from lay
first until May fourteenth, and from September first until September
fourteenth. !

In 1862 the academy had its first commencement exercises. The.
program began with a public examination of the pupils, lasting from
nine until twelve in the morningrand from one until five in the
afternoon. An exhibition in the evening, beginning at seven o'clock,
consisted of'"mnsic, production, and three plays of different types."8

By the year, 1864, the enrollment had reached more then a hundred.
The new building erected in 1863 was too small almost from the time

‘of its erection, and two years later a wing equal in size had to‘be
built. Pupils now ceme from more scattered areas. The superior

of the convent informed the parents by pariodi; correspondence

of the progress of the children. The sdministration of the school
had by this tiﬁe been somewhat eltereds The school year began on the

first of August end ended at the beginning of July. Latin, Italian,

drewing, painting, and harp were added to the curriculum. Schooling,

7
Indiena Daily State Sentinel, Vol. IX, No. 164 (February 7,
1860), ~4. -
8

Wahrheits-Freund, Vol. XXV, No. 39 (May 14, 1862), 457.

9
Letters of Mrse E. T. Elwell, Brandon, Mississippi, to Father
Ernest Audran, Vincennes, Indiana, dated July 16, 18603 February 22,
1860; end January 22, 1861.
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washing, end mending costs were one hundred dollars a year, payable
quarterly in advance. o This may have been due to the financial
pressures caused by the Civil War, because publicity articles
indicate that in 1878 the tuition charge was again the original sixty
dollars & yeare. At the later date the school was conducted in a
two-semester program like the modern school year. The two sessions
consisted of five months each, beginning on the first Mondey in
September and the first Monday in Februarye.

Throughout/the early years needlework received much attention,
and’training in sewing, darning, knitting, and embroidery were included
in the regular instruction. Duriné the 1880's and 1890's penmanship
and etiquette were especially prominent. Instructions of the weekly
etiquette lessons were carried out with uncompromising exactness;
the academwfs class book in Spencerian writing won first prize at
the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893,

Although the school had been opened in 1851 and had been conducted

under varioﬁs titles, as Female Educational Institution (1859),
Academy of the Sisters of Saint Francis (1860), and Institute of the
Immaculate Conception (1864), it was not wntil April 8, 1885, thet
it was chartered as the Academy of the Immaculate Conception by an

2
Act of the General Assembly of the state of Indiana.

10
Catholic Telegraph and Advocate, Vol, XXXIIY, No. 1
(January 6, 1864), 3.
11
‘Prospectus of the Academy of the Immaculate Conception,
1901-1902, Oldenburg, Indiana: Convent of the Immaculate
Conception, 190l. Pp. 32. :
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With the complete reconstruction of the academy and convent
buildings in 1898, the school received new vitelity and inspiration.

12
Commissioned as a high school in 1914, within the next four years

it was accredited by the Indiana State Normal, the University of
Cincinnati, and the Catholic University of America. +

Records of the conduct of the boarding school in the early yeafs
are scanty. Mother Theresa was reputedly very strict in the education
of the girls, asnd pupils of the academy were taught to regard study

and self-discipline as their most important duties. The boarders

attended some of the classes in the parish school, and in all proba-
bility some of them remeined at the convent for the two short vacation
terms in spring and falle The life of the Oldenburg pupils shortly
after the turn of the twentieth cenbury was typical of the academy
life of the times The prospectus of 1901 carried such reguletions &as:

The discipline of the school is mild yet exercised with such

vigilance and firmness as to secure good orderes

" The language of the pupils is carefully guarded, snd attention
invariably called to the correction of grammatical inaccuracies,
vulgarisms, sleng phrases, ete. While pupils are encouraged to think
for themselves, and taugh®t to express their own ideas with modesty,
clearness, and candor, all asperity, brusqueness, want of gentle end
charitable consideration for other, studied caustic witticism, are
liable to censure.

12 4
Sister M. Dorothea Michael, "Notes, 1884-1914," p. 10.
Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conceptione.
13
Catholic Columbian and Record, Vol. XXXII, No. 38

November 13, 1914), 8.
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When summoned by the bell to an exercise, each one is to repair
in silence to the assigned place of study.

Silence is prescribed . . . except in time of recreation, and
even then no talking is permitted in corridors and on the stairway.

Weekly letters are written to parents and guardians. No other
correspondence, without permission.

Letters sent or received are subject to inspection. Pupils
are positively forbidden to deliver or receive letters secretly.

Jewelry is not to be worn; earrings, a pin, and a ring are
excepted.

No visits home, Christmas vacation excepted, will be permitted
at any period of the scholastic year.

Examinations in thf presence of the faculty are held at the
close of each session. -4

Despite the strictness of the diseipline, academy life had its
bfight spots. Literary and music clubs were organized at various
levels: seniors, juniors, and minims. Saturday evening programs,
initiations, escapades, and tricks that only a boarding school makes
possible held added enjoyment because‘of the very 1imitations of
freedom. With the application of psychology to the problems of
educetion, the academy routine became more flexible dﬁring the

twentieth century. Classes in dramatics replaced the old formal

stage production; chapel choirs were supplemented by glee clubs,
15
and en orchestra was organized in 1926. The general administration

of the academy took on a more natural and democratic tone.

14
Prospectus of the Academy of the Immaculate Conception,
1901-1902, Oldenburg, Indianss Convent of The Immaculate
Conception, 190l. Pp. 32.
15 ‘

Olivia, Vol. IV, No. 1 (October, 19268), 1l4.
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Nevertheless, despite the seemingly formideble rules of the early
years, the graduates, both Catholic and non-Catholic, always proved
loyal alumnae, brought together annuelly by the October home-coming
of the Alumnae Association formed in 1898, 8

In the course of years, the Immaculate Conception enrollment
gradually shifted almost exclusively to the secondary level, so that
by the second and third decades of the twentieth century only a
small percentage of the pupils were in the elementary grades. In 1941
the elementary school of the academy was discontiﬁued,

Conceived almost spontaneously with thé Oidenburg convent, the
Immacﬁlate Conception Academy grew steadily with it and contained
the nucleus for éany of the educational projects of the Congregation.
The academy served as the center from which developed art, commercisal,
academic, end music schools at many of the missions where the Sisters
begen work at the elementary level. Its upward extension in 1924 in
the form of Immaculate Conception Junior College paved the way for

- the later initiation of the liberal arts college at Indianapolis in 1936.
Saint Mary Academy, Indianapolis

After the Oldenburg academy the next secondary school in point
of time was esteblished at Indianapolis in 1883, In that year an
"academic" class comprising forty pupils was opened at Saint Mary School.

" It consisted meinly of commercial brenches, drawing, painting, needlework,

16
The Indiena Woman, "The Academy of the Immaculete Conception.”

Vol. VIT, No. 26 (Wey 6, 1899), 8,9,11,15.
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17
and musice Serving as an adjunct to the parish school, which had

begun in 1864, the academy was built near Saint Mary Church and
 Rectory on Maryland Street. It was a day and boarding school.

Ammual exhibits of art, especﬁally 0il painting and china painting,
were en important part of the school progra.m.18

Because of its proximity'to the business section of the city,
the site of the school became undesirable, In 1911 Saint Mary Parish
Church and the elementary school were transferred to New Jersey Street.
Mother Olivia then took the opportunity to erect a new academy buillding
on East Vermont Street, near the parish propertys For the next decade
the school did not show signs\of its future growth, the enrollment
in 1921 being about forty-six pupils, mostly commercial pupils.
The classes of private pupils. in art and music continued to be large;
many of these were adults. During the second decade of the twentieth
century the school enrollment increased snd, gradually gaining momentum,
it reached approximately two hundred inv1926.’ It was in that year
that Mother Clarissa and her Council directed the erection of én addie
tional building, housing sixlglassrooms, an auditorium, library, science

laboratories, and cafeteria. A year later the school was accredited
20

as a high school by the Indiana State Board of Education. -

17
The Catholic Record, Vole. XV, Nos 1 (September 9, 1897), 8.
18
The Catholic Record, Vol. XVI, No. 52 (June 29, 1899), 8.
19
Mother Clarissa Dilhoff, "Journal, 1900-1943," (Section on
Saint Mary Acedemy). Oldemburg, Indiana: Archives of the Convent
of the Immaculate Conception.
20 .
Records of Saint Mary Academy, Indianapolis.
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The two=-year commercial course, once the chief feature of the
school, lost ground as a regular high school developed. In 1936
it was discontinued as a separate course, although commercial
subjects continued to be offered in the program. |

In the course of its growth the school discontinued accepting
boarders and, although the elementary school dwindled to the point
of necessary dissolution in 1935, the academy enrollment spurt con-
tinued until it reached three hundred and forty in 1940. The pupil
personnel is drawvm from all sections of Indianapolis.

In the scholastic year, 1942-1943, the school offered the
following subjects: four years each of religion, English, social
science, and mathematics; and biology, chemistry, Latin, French,
Spanish, health and safety,.physical education, stenog;;phy, typing,

bookkeeping, office training, sewing, art, and music.
Our Lady of Angels High School, Saint Bermard

Scarcely had the unexpected growth of Saint HMary Academy been
provided for, when the Congregation was asked to build a new high
school in Greater Cincinnati. At the request of the newly-appointed
Archbishop, Most Reverend John T, MclNicholas, Mother Clarissa undertook

the erection of a Central High School for the girls of northern

21
Letter to the writer from Sister Mary Megdalen, principal
of Saint Mary Academy, Indianapolis, dated March 14, 1943.
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Cincinnati. Eighteen parishes were affiliated with the new school.
This affiliation entitled them to send‘their girls to the school for
high school training, and at the same time obligated them to contribute
toward the school's support in proportion to the number of pupils from
fﬁe parish who were attending the school.s On July 18, 1927, ground
was broken on the site chosen on Bertus Street, Saint Bernard, two
blocks north of Mitchell Avenue. Within thirbeen months, on August 26,
1928, the school was dedicated. It was named Qur Lady of Angels after
Santa Maria del Angeli, at Assisi, Italy, the birthplace of the
Pranciscan Order. “ The cost of thgsbuilding was estimated at more
than seven hundred thousand dollarse.

Three hundred and fifty pupils were received at the opening of
the first session in September, 1928, The faculty consisted of fifteen
Franciscan Sisters asnd one lay teacher. In June, 1929, the school
graduated its first class, ﬁing seniors. “ In addition to the usual

‘academic and business subjects, the schocl offered sewing, dress

designing, foods, home nursing, and art. PFrom its first year the

22
Catholic Telegraph, Vol. XXZIXVII, No. 35 (August 30, 1928), 1.
23 _
Catholic Telegraph, Vol. XXXXVII, No. 38 (September 20,
1928), 3.
24

Domina Angelorume Yearbook of Qur Lady of Angels High School,
Saint Bernard, ppe 26=35. Cincinnati: Schulte and Cappel, 1529,
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school tried to provide stimulating activities: Dbasketball, swimming,
glee club, orchestra, dramatic circle, class clubs, student counéil,
and religious council. #

In 1934 the several existing societies of Qur Lady of Angels,
reiigious, social, athletic, and govermmental, were organized into
a Catholic Action Guilde In the same year an activity period, the
last of the morning program, was introduced for the meeting of
orchestra, glee club, band, and home=-room clubs. “

Although the general conduct of the school had always been of a
democratic tenor, a new étep in student govermment was taken in 1938.
A student president, appointed by the faculty, and assisted by a
council of student-elected home-room representatives, was put in
charge of pupil administration. The new plan was adopted, so that
the girls might have a larger share in planning the pblicies of the
school, in supervising the student schedule and routine, and in

27
assisting in some of the more mechanical teacher dutiese.

25
Domina Angelorum. Yearbook of Our Lady of Angels High
School, Saint Bernard, ppe 64~83. Cincinnati: Schulte and Cappel,
1929.
26
" Amaranth. Yearbook of Our Lady of Angels High School,
Saint Bernmard, p. 92. Cincinnatis Schulte and Cappel, 1934.

27

Amaranth., Yearbook of Our Lady of Angels High School,
Saint Bermard, pes 70 Cincinnati: Schulte and Cappel, 1938.
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The physical education‘department began its student organization,
Girls' Athletic Association, in 1932. Activities added to the ori=-
ginal sports program were volleyball, tennis, baseball, riding, folk.
dancing, horseshoe, and table tennis,

In 1935 the faculty of Our Lady of Angels introduced & new plan
for pupil guidence in academic worke. Before the September registration,
committees of teachers were appointed to study the schedule of every
girl within a limited group. These teachers were thus prepared to
advise the girls as to what courses were best suited to their talents,
interests, plans, and the requirements for graduation. Incoming
freshmen were studied in terms of the marks on their school reportse.
In 1940 the freshman registration was again altered with a view toward
improvement, ‘All eighth-grade pupils from the twenty parishes affilie
ated with the school at that time were asked to report at the school
in May preceding their entrance to Qur Lady of Angels. ’A psychological
test was given to these fubture pupils, and the feculty committee ‘
studied the results in order to advise and group the girls according
to their abilities.

Within the first five years of the establishment of Cur Lady of
Angels, the enrollment reached five hundred, and the graduvating class
went to fifty-six. In September, 1942, six hundred and ten girls
registered for classes; +the senior class had one hundred and fifteen
memberse The teaching staff was composed of twenty-two Franciscan

Sisters, one Franciscan Father, and three lay teachers.

28 .
Amaranth. Yearbook of Our Lady of Angels High Schoo},
Saint Bernard, p. 70. Cincinnati: Schulte and Cappel, 1933.
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Tierra Amarillae High School

The Tierra Amarilla mission, when taken by the Sisters
of Saint Frencis in 1923, had an interesting educational history.
Although efférts to provide schools for New Mexico were begun as
early as 1855, what progress was gained in the next half cenbtury
was due only to the constant struggles of interested persons. As
late as 1889 the school law required that no person who could not
read or write sufficiently to keep his own records in either Spenish
or English was eligible for the position of teacher. A school
building was constructéd by voluntary contributions at Tierra
Amarilla in 1905. Sixteen years later a high school class was begun
by a man of the district.

When tivo Oldemburg Franciscens took charze of the mission in
1923 the three elementary classrooms were in two buildings. The
Sisters were assistod by a lay teacher. Because of the dissatis-
faction of the people with the high school work being done, one
.of the Sisters began to teach some secondary school subjects to a class
of about nine pupilse. The school enrollment increased and in 1925
the county authorities erected a new building. During the next few
years county and state officials cooperated with the Sisters in
equipping the high school department whose énrollment reached forty-
three in 193Ys Two years leter the school was accredited by the

state as a consolidated high school, receiving pupils from Tierra
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Amarilla, Park View, Las Nutrias, and Cebolla. Two Sisters and’
. two lay teachers (manual training teacher and athletic coach)
composed the staff,

In addition to the regular academic courses the school established
departments of athletics and menual training. Volleyball, basket-
ball, boxing, football, track, and baseball teams participated in
interscholastic county and state tournaments. The manual training
department, added in 1829 through state aid, offered cabinet making,
carpentry, upholstering, drafting, making of blue prints, and the like.

Because the pupils came from scattered areas, the school made
provision for social contacts by arranging regular monthly social
affairs for the pupils. In keeping with the Sp&nish-Americdn affinity
for the musical and the colorful, the Tiérra Amarilla High School
early orgenized & band and glee club, and inaugurated the production

29
of cantatas, operettas, and plays in both Spanish and English.

Three-year High Schools

The Congregation conducts three-year high schools at Middletown,
Ohioc; at Saint Xavier, Montanas; and at Kensas City, Missourie. The
work of these schools is concernsed with groups that are in particular

need of Catholic training beyond the elementary level.

29
Letter to the writer from Sister Nary Edgar Meyer, principal
of Tierra Amarilla High School (1924-1931), deted February 5, 1943,
Letter to the writer from Sister Mary Eva Howe, principal of
Tierrs Amarille High School (1941-1943), dated January 16, 1943,
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Saint John High School at Middletown, Chio, is an upward extension
of the grade school established there by the Franciscan Sisters in 1880.
About 37 per cent of the families of the parish are of foreign extrac=-
tion. Nationalities represented are Italian, Slovinian, Hungarian,
Croatian, Bulgarian, Greeck, and Polish. The high school course offers:

" three years esach of religion and English; +two years each of history,
Latin, bookkeeping, shorthand, amnd typing; and one year each of general
science, economics, and general business. In 1942-1943 the enrollment
was fifty-five pupils. %

Classes at the high school level were begun at Saint Xavier Indian
Mission, Montana, with the opening of the elementary school in September,
1935 Although the high school pupils average only eight or nine in
number, the work was inaugurated to enable the‘school to keep in contact
with the older Indien children and to supplement and strengthen not
only the mental, but particularly the moral and physical training that
the mission is trying to give them.

Saint Monica Negro High School at Kansas City, Missouri, was
begun in 1939, The program is divided between instruction at Saint

Monica School in the morning and classes at the Public Vocational

Training School in the afternoon. At the Catholic school, religion,

30
Letter to the writer from Sister Bertilda Nurre, Middletown,
Ohio, dated February 24, 1943.
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English, Negro history, mathematics; h&me nursing, and aeronautics

are tausht. At the public school the pupils are offered sewing,
designing, electricity, and the sciences.v The Negro boys are particu-
larly attracted to the Reserve Officers Training Corps at the public
high school. A Franciscan Sister and s Negro woman give the instruce
tion at Saint Monica Schoole. In 1943 the high school enrolled

31
twenty-six pupilse.

Marian College, Indianapolis

Expansion of the teaching sctivities of the Oldenburg'Congrega-
tion into the field of secondary education was made in answer to the
demands resulting from the extension of universal education in America

to include high school training. In the same way, needs to prepare

its own teachers and to keep abreast of the movement to extend higher
education to a greater number of capable young people, were the reasons
for the Congregation's first attempts at collegiate training in the
19?0'5. Members of the Congregation's School Board saw that requirements
for teacher certification were gradually being raised; moreover,
standards would continue to be advanced. The work of the Saint Francis
Normal would not be sufficient to meet the demands of some of the states,
of the more progressive diocesan systems, end certainly not of the

opening secondary teaching fields A four-year college to prepare the

31
Letter to the writer from Sister Alfredine Wehner, Kansas
City, Missouri, dated February 10, 1943,
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younger Sisters and to offer collegiate work to Catholic young women
would be almost indispensable to the Congregation's work within another
decade.

The Immaculate Conception Junior College, opened in 1924, was the
first step in a series of attempts to esteblish a college. It was
‘followed in 1928 by the state-approved four-year Teacher TTraining
Coliege. For eight years that institutions served greatly in providing
teacher training for the Sisters. However, Oidenburg, secluded and
parochial, was ﬁot a suitable location for a liberal arts college for
young women. The superiors awaited the opportunity for & satisfactory
site. Finally, in 1936 Riverdale, an estate on Cold Springs Road,
Iﬁdianapolis, was purchased as a possible location for a college.

The property, containing a mension and five smaller buildings, was
situated six miles from the heart of Indianapolis and included about
sixty acres of land. The place was Well suited for the purpose in the
adventages it offered to the young women of Indianapolis, since Merian
College would be the only Catholic College within seventy=-five miles
of the city. Five small lakes on the estate, several miles of bridle
paths, private swimning pool, and social rooms, together with easy
transportation into the city, were assets contributing to the social

32
and recreational needs of the schoole

32 ’
The Indianapolis News, Vol. IXVII, No. 270 (October 17, 1936) 1.
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Remodelling of the buildings was begun in 1936.. By the following
September, 1937, the school was ready to open as a day and boarding
colleges Besides the regular program, Saturday and evening classes
were offered for those unable to attend during the regular sessions.

In the first year there weré 105 students in these combined sections.
In 1942-1943 the college enrolled 102 regular students, and fifty-eight
in the Saturday and evening classes. The college confers degrees of
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Science in
Education. The department of education offers state-approved four-year
courses in elementary and secondary education. The college has a
Teacher Training Extension Division at Oldénburg. It is accredited

by the State of Indiana, the Catholic University of America, and the

, 33
Catholic Association of Colleges.

Sumnary

Aside from the regular secondary training offsred in the academy
at Oldenburg, the first attempts in high schooi teaching were more
or less fragmentary. Commercial and "academic" courses were conducted
during the nineteenth century in at least five school, but these were
neither intended nor claimed to be regular high schools. Permanent

four=yesar high schools were established at Immaculate Conception

33
Interview of the writer with Sister Mary Cephas Keller, dean
of Mariasn College, at Indianapolis, November 24, 1942.
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Academy, Oldenbﬁrg; Saint Mary Academy, Indianapolis; Our Lady of’
Angels High School, Saint Bernard; and Tierre Amarilla, New Mexico,
which is a public consolidated schools

Three~year high schools were begun in other places with the hope
that an increasing enrollment would later permit a full program.
Schools of this type were organized, but latsr discontinued at Aurors,
Shelbyville, Richmond, and Connersville, Indiana. Three-year high
schools operating in 1942~-1943 were at Middletown, Ohio; Kansas City,
Missouri, and Saint Xavier, Montana.

JIn 1937 the Cohgregation opened:g liberal arts college for young
women at Indianapolis. Marian College offers four-year courses in
elementary and secondary education, and is intended to serve, not
oenly secular young women desiring a college education at a Catholie

institution, but also the members of the Congregation whe are preparing

to teach.
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CHAPTER IX

EDUCATION OF RACTIAL GROUPS

Introduction

By the very fact ﬁhat it is catholic, the Catholic Church
must provide for the needs of all races and conditicns of mene.

The work of the Church, therefore, includes not only the native
child, well-adjusted and adequately cared for in an agreeable
environment, but also the foreign-born, the minority race, and the
unwanted. Of the Oldenburg Franciscans it is as true as of most
religious Congregations that volunteers were never lacking to work
among the moz;e neglected and suppressed races.

Attention to racial groups es & specific work of the Congregation
was begun with the acceptance of the Negro classes at Saint Bridget
Parish, Indianapolis, in 1892. Negro education was further carried
on at Saint Monica School, Kansas City, Misscuri, and the school’s
struggle to meet the demands made on it during its twenty years of
existence is & second gesture in‘favor of‘Negro education.

After the Negro, the Congregation next took up work with special
groups in the western section of the United States. The educational
endeavors in the west began in New Mexico with Saint Joseph Mission

at Park View in 1918. Five years later Tierra Amarilla Schools,

elementary end secondary, were accepted.

135
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Finally, work with the American Indian was begun in 1935 at
the Crow Indian Reservation in Montena, Two schools were founded,

one at Saint Xavier and the cther at Pryor.

Negro Education

When the Congregation built Saint Bridget School and Sisters!
Home in 1880, conditions indicated that the school would experience
rapid growth. The ensuing years were not disappointing as far as
the classes, elementary and commerciasl, were concerned, but an unex~-
pected element entered into the work at Saint Bridget Parishe. Shortly
after the opening of the school, the northwestern section of
Indianapolis received a large influx of Negroes. The spiritual care
of the Catholics eamong the new residents devolved upon Father Daniel
Curran, pastor of Saint Bridget Church., In 1892 the priest erected
a small freme building, one block from Saint Bridget School, to
serve as Saint Ann Negro School. A Franciscan Sister from Saint
Bridget's took charge of the little group of pupils. The children
needed more than instruction in the four R'se. Besides the regular
elementary school branches, sewing, mending, and cooking were
taught them, as much to better their home conditions as to increese
their knowledge. ' Although the group was always small, the Negro

children who composed it came from all parts of Indianepolis.

1
Mother Clerissa Dilhoff, "Journal, 1900-1943," (Section on
Seint Bridget, Indienapolis). Oldenburg, Indiana: Archives of the
Convent of the Immaculate Conception. Mother Clarissa was a teacher
et Saint Bridget, 1884-1886; 1893-1896,.
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At the time, Saint Ann School was the only school for Negro children
in the city, and Catholic Negroes were happy that their children

2
haed the opportunity to receive instruction under the Sisters.

The school continued until Saint Rita Parish for Negroes was organized
in 1929, Saint Ann School was then closed, but the Sisters con-
tinued to teach the white children at Saint Bridget School until 1935.
In that yéar lost Reverend Joseph E. Ritter, Bishop of Indiansapolis,
dissolved Seint Bridget Schoole The Oldenburg Congregetion deeded
to the Bishop the school and Sisters' home, a gift to be used as a
diocesan school for Negro children. °

Overlepping the work among the Negroes in Indianepolis, the
Congregation opened a school of the same type in Kansas City,
fissouri, in 1911, Saint Monica Negro~Parish had been orgenized in
1909 by a Franciscan priest, Fathef Cyprian Sauer. Out of the
large Negro population in Kansas City, Féther Cyprian knew there
wére a number of Catholics and he set himself to organize them.
Féar, hostility, eand superstition connected with priests were his
chief opponents. After weeks of house to house cenvassing the priest
bought a small cottage to serve as a church and school.for the
parishioners he had collected. The Negro mission was opened

October 2, 1910 For a while Father Cyprian himself taught the school

of fifty pupils, five of whom were Catholic. It was a most unusual

2
The Catholic Columbian Record, Vol. 16, No. 42 (April 21, 1900),8.
3
Letter of NMother Clarissa Dilhoff at Oldenburg to the Sisters
on the missions, dated September 2, 1936.
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arrengement:s school benches of all sizes and styles, small
cottage rooms, and frightened pupilé as dusky as their surroundings.-
But the priest was convinced that it was futile to attempt work
at the mission without a schools In March, 1911, the Franciscan
Sisfers took charge of the school. One Sister who stayed at OQur
Lady of Sorrows School went alone to Saint Monica School and taught
several grades. When the combination school and church was dédicated
on October 26, 1913, four Sisters were appointed for Saint Monica's.
To the casuai onlooker the whole project appeared foolhardye
There was no guarantee of either moral or financial support. The
white Catholics had no confidence in the work; many of the non-
Catholic Negroes of the vicinity were opénly hostiles The school
proved successful, however, and numbered approximately one hundred
pupilse In fact, in a short time lack of room, not shortage of
pupils, checked the growth of Saint Monica School. * By 1926 one
half of the school enrollment was Catholic and the children had lost

their misgivings about the Sisters; there was "a strong mutual

5
affection between teachers and children."
4
Provineial Chronicle, Vol. XI, No. 1 (Fall, 1938), 22-30.
5

Letter of Sister Leonida Borchelt (Assistant Mother General)
to the Sisters on the missions after visitation of the western
schools, dated November 1, 1926,
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In 1927 a Home for dependent children was founded, but in
reality most of the admissions were children of broken homes. It
mey have been because of this new angle of the work at Saint Monica
that in the following year only two Sisters taught in the school,
the other three teachers being Negro women with degrees, ° Four
teachers carried on departmental work with the children, while the
fifth took work with delinquents. For more than a decade the Sisters
conducted the Home for dependent children; though small it received
great demands.

In 1940 the_Home was discontinued and the work was taken over
by the Negro Welfare Division of the Catholic Charities Bureau. One
of the Sisters was engaged to carry on case work in connection with
the Bureau. In the same year high school classes were opened and one
Sister and a Negro teacher were put in charge.

In the elementary school one~third of the pupils were non=-
Catholics in 1942-1943., The school was forced to refuse many children
because of limited facilities. From those who applied, the
Sisters tried to select pupils who should have been Catholic or who
were closely connected with the Church. Through the instrumentality

of the Most Reverend Bdwin V. O'Hara, Bishop of Kensas City, the

pupils of the sixth and seventh grades attended industrial arts

8
Letter from Mother Clarissa Dilhoff to the Sisters on the

missions, dated November 1, 1928.
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classes a half-aay each week at a neighboring public school. The
boys worked at carpentering, and the girls at sewing and cooking.
Through the cooperation of the City Health Service a Negro school
nurse visited the school and conducted classes in first aid and

7
home nursing.

Missions in New Mexico

Although the native New lexicen has ties binding him closely
to the Indian and the Mexican, he prefers to be called Spanish-
Anerican. Strictly spesking, however, he represents a culture in
meny respects distinect from the average metropolit;n American, and
as such demends 2 different educational treatment and a sympathetic
understanding of his individuality.

The first New Mexican school of the Sisters of Saint Francis
was that of Saint Joseph, Park View, opened in 1918. Because of
the poverty of the people the school was taken into the publie school
systgm. Five years later The Tierra Amarille Schools, elementary
and secondary, were accepted by the Sisters. Eéonomically, the two
districts, though only three miles apart, were somewhat different.
Park View had a middle-class population only, while Tierra Amarilla

had both a wealthy group end a very poor classe. Many factors

7

Letter to the writer from Sister Mary Alfredine Wehner,
principal of Saint Monica School, Kensas City, dated February 10,
1943,
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contribute to the marked poverty of a great numbef of the people:
lack of education, mobility of families according to the harvesting
.of crops, neglect, and idleness. The educational work of the school
needs to include the adult as well as the child. The;e are those '
who cling to their primitive mode of living, winnowing wheat by hand,
and boiling clothes in huge iron pots in the yards. Beans, corn,
potatoes, and meat compose their diet; drinking water, as well as
laundry water, is procured from ditches. They exhibit the Indian's
heedlessness of the future and seek neither to repair nor to improve
their condition. The men wear sombreros, while the women don tépa;as
and bright-colored dresses. The Sisters have tried to reach the older
people through the Parent-Teacher Association, but it is difficult
to interesf them; meny will not even attempt to learn English.

In striking contrast to this group is the opposing modern»
culture, made up largely of the younger generation, which differs
little from the typical middle=-class American, except perhaps in a
marked tendency to favor elaborate ornaments and gaudy cosmeticse.

At school the children apply themselves to study and partici-
pate avidly in sports, music, and dramatics. Céunty agricultural
agents have successfully conducted 4-HvClubs'and in the Rio Arribo
County declamation contests even the elementary school participants
have been winners. The reputétion of the Tierra Amarilla schools has
grown to such an extent that families from neighboring districts move
to Tierra Amarilla for the school term, so that their children can

attend the school.
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At Park View only a small percentage of the pupils are non-
Catholice. 1In the twenty-five years that the Sisters have conducted
the school about one hundred non-Catholic children have been
enrolled. At Tierre Amarille the number of non-Catholics, though
small, is increasing. They are mostly Americans from Texas and
Oklshoma., |

The work of education is slow in this district and, unless
federal aid is obbtained to raise the economic status of the people,

education will do little to improve conditions with the adults.

Crow Indian Reservation Schools

The Americen Indian is perheps the most neglected of minority
groups in the United States. Even though the QOldenburg Congregation
had been carrying on work with the Spanish-American in the Southwest

since 1918, it did not contemplate educational work with the native

Indian until 1935. As recorded earlier in this narrative, fianacial
assistance given by the Congregation to a Jesuit missionary among the
Crow Indians developed into an interest in providing educational help
and the final agreement to take over at least one Indian mission in

Montana.

8
Letter to the writer from Sister Mary Edgar Meyer, dated
February 5, 1943.

Letter to the writer from Sister Mary Eva Howe, dated January 16,
1943, '
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The history of the Catholic mission on the Crow Reservation
is both glorious and unfortunate. In 1897 several Ursuline nums
from Toledo, Ohio, had opened schools at Saint Xavier and at Pryor,
Mbntana. Within a decade the Sisters were conducting a boarding
school for Indian girls at Saint Xavier, and the Jesuit Fathers had
-2 similar school for boys. But the decline of the schools came as
guickly as their growth.' A combination of unfavorable circumsbances w=ee
the first World War, inability of the Fathers to supply teachers,
the loss of the Sisters' home by fire, and death of three of the nuns
in the flu epidemic ==-- united to forca the diécontinuance of the
boarding schools. By 1930 only a one=-room day school at each of the
two missions remained of the flourishing educational work of thse
preceding quarter-century.

It was in 1934 that FPather Charles Owens, S« J., then missionary
on the reservation, suggested that the Oldenburg Franciscans reopen
the two schoolse. In June, 1935, Mother Clarissa took four Sisters
who had been chosen for the mission to Montana to begin work at
Saint Xaviere. After spending part of the summer months at two
Vacation Christian Doctrine Schools, Crow Agency and Lodge Grass,
the Sisters opened the regular school at Saint Xavier in September,
1935. FPifty-two pupils enrolled of which twenty were boarders.

Conéitions were far from ideals Although the buildings had been

renovated, they carried the marks of early construction and of
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fifteen years of non=~use; they were not equal to the cold of
Montana winters. During the thermometer drop of 50° to 60° below
zero, lasting almost unbrokenly throughout January, water pipes
froze, the light plant failed, and the twenty-four stoves installed
to heat the building proved to be far from adequate. When word
reached the lMotherhouse that potatoes, beens, bread, and tea
constituted the diet of the Sisters and their charges, supplies
were rushed from Oldenburge. Experience seemed to be the only gain
of that first year.

Since the mission included a 320~acre farm, the Sisters
planted a vegetable garden in 1937, in order to be prepared for the
winter sieges At that time three Sisters were added to the group
and in September the school at Pryor was opened for thirty-six pupils.9

The school at Pryor was founded for Indian children only, but
that at Saint Xavier admitted both Indian end white. A difference
of reection was noticeable in the two groups. Although the Indian
children at Saint Xavier were at first very timid, never speaking
above a whisper in class, they gradually gained confidence and re-
sponded in a normal menner. The Indian children at Pryor, however,
retained their timidity much longer. The difference may have been
due to the fact that contact with the more self-expressive white

children stimulated the Indians of the mixed group. Quarrels between

9
Letters from Sister Mary Odo Volmer, superior of Saint
Xavier mission, to Mother Clarissa, Oldemburg, Ipdisna, July, 1935~
April, 1938.
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the Indian and the white children at Saint Xavier were very frequent
at first, but after a few months friction ceased almost entirely and
both groups seemed to be the better for their association.

The Crow children displayed unusual talent for art and a parti-
ality for drametization, both as an improm@tu lesson assignment and
as stage production for an audience. Simple hymns were translated
into the Crow language and taught the children, so that when sung
in the church on Sunday the older people could enjoy the singing in
their ownltongue. Because of the obvious need for such subjects,
ﬁlain sewing, woodwork, home economies, and personal care'were‘made
prominent in the school program. Boarders were taught household
duties in the schools The Sisters early adopted the policy of not
breaking down the Indian customs of the‘children's home life; it
was decided that in the efforts to teach cleanliness and personal care,
the school would permit the children to observe their traditional
tribal customs as much as possible. At recreaﬁion periods traditional
dances were encoursged rather then American dances and, while rather
vigorous and boisterous for indoor amusement, they soon became an
integral part of hikes end wiener roastss w0

The Sisters soon learned to utilize the Indian's fondness for

activity. The play program included by préference basketball,

10
Interview with Sister Catherine Siena Keller, (teacher at
Saint Xevier, liontens, 1937-1941), at Saint Bernard, December 12, 1942.
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baseball, archery, track, ice skating, and roller skating. Such
activities were recognized as necessary to maintein the health of
the children, whose forebears knew ohly the untrammeled freedom of
primitive outdoor life. For the same reason a health program was
initiated at an early date and arrangements were made to have
United States Government doctors and field nurses visit the school
regularly to test the children for tuberculosis and trachoma. H

In order %o encourage the children and to increase their contacts,
the Sisters organized units of Boy and Girl Scouts, Junior Red Cross,
and 4-H Clubs. Iﬁdividual end group exhibits were sent to the Fairs
at Hardin, Crow Agency, and Billings; as early as 1936 the Indian
children at Saint Xavier won prizes at the Billings Fair.

In 1942-1943 the‘séhool at Pryor had thirty-four pupils; that
at Saint Xavier had one hundred and ten, of whom five per cent were
non-Catholice After instruction in the faith, the Montana schools
have taken as their chief aim the betterment of the moral, mental,
an& physical training of the Indian children, in order that through
them home conditions may be improved and the adult Indian educated

for better citizenship.
Surmary

The first racial group included in the Franciscan Sisters®

educational activities was the Negro class at Saint Ann School,

11
Sister Mary Odo, ope. cit., April 18, 1937.
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Indianapolise The school was established in order to care for the
Negro children of Saint Bridget Parish, and continued until 1929
when Saint Rita Parish for Negroes was organized. A second school for
Negroes was founded at Kansas City in 1911 and grew to such an extent
that high school classes were begun in 1939.
Schools for the Spenish-Americans of New Mexico were openeéd at
Park View in 1918 and at Tierra Amarilla in }923. Both are com=-
'missioned as public schools. Work with another racial group in the
western section of the United States was inaugurated on the Crow
Indian Reservation in lontana. Early in the t&entieth century the
Reservation supported seven flourishing missions. Reverses had
forced the closing of the schools, and the Catholic Indians were
greatlj neglected. The Oldenburg Pranciscans reopened Saint Xavier
day and boarding school for Indian and white children in 1935; +two

years later they bagen classes for Indian children at Saint Charles

Mission, Pryor.
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CHAPTER X

TEACHER TRAINING

Introduction

Because teaching school is thg principal occupation in the
active life of the Sisters of Saint Francis, the preparation of
teachers and the provision for advancement of those in service
have been the object of serious consideration during the entire
history of the Congregation. Endeavors to‘prepare the Sisters
for teaching were made prior to the acceptance of the first schools,
and even though the early efforts had none of the organization and
the technicality o? modern times, they were nonetheless consistent
and thorough.

Organized classes, not only to train beginners but also to
improve teachers in service, were evident toward the close of the first
quarter-century of the Congregation's history, in the normal-
school classes held every summer at the Motherhouse. The quality
of these classes was gradualiy improved until the Saint Francis

Normal could be approved by the state in 1910. Further progress
in this direction brought the establishment of the teacher training

college in 1928 and the liberal arts college in 1936.

148
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In the meantime; a Board of Education, obscure and undated as
to origin, was founded to promote the work of the schools. Twentieth
century educational theories brought the appointment of superviéors
and provision for graduate study for the Sisters at various institu=-

tions.
Recommendations of the Rule

The entire life of the Franciscan Sister is governed by the
principles expressed in the Rule and Constitutions. This is primarily
true of the spiritual exsrcises, but it is no less so of the external
activities. Because instruction gf children in the schools consti~
tutes the principal external work of the Congregation, the Constitutions
are explicit and unmistakeable on the duties of the‘teachers and
the obligations of superiors regarding them.

The Oldenburg Franciscan is not s teacher entirely by choice.
True, most young women entering the Congregation do so with the
tacit understanding that they probably will be asked to teach, but
in view of the nun's vow of obedience, the ultimate decision coﬁ-
cerning each one's work rests with the superiors. The newly-
entered postulént mey express her preference for a certain type of
work, but it is the duby of the Mother General and of the Mistress
of Novices to study the abilities of each Sister and to assign the

work accordingly.
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Let her [the lMother General] distribute the offices amongst
the Sisters according to their individual abilities, direct them,
and have due regard to the powers of each. The most important work
of this Congregation. is the instruction of children concerning
which let the Mother remember the account she will have to render
to God, and the reward she will receive for its faithful fulfill=
ment, Therefore, let the Mother most diligently care that the
Sisters showing ability for this work be well instructed and pre-
pared for their duties as teachers. & )

Even the earliest records corroborate this policy of the
Oldenburg Congregation. Sister Dorothea Michael, who entered the
convent in 1855, related that "work was assigned to each Sister by
the Superior as nedessity called for it and as it suited the capacity
of each member." In later years the new members were asked to
answer questionnaires and to present records that would assemble in
a composite picture their abilities, training,'and interests.

After a novice has once been selected as a possible teacher,
the whole program of her training is cast in the light of her future
life work. Nor is such training to end with the period of the
novitiates Both the early Rule of 1891 and the later draft of 1931

recommend that the original training of the teacher be continued

by study throughout her teaching career:

1
Rule of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis and Constitutions
of the Sisters of this Order Forming the Congregation of Oldenburg,
p. 88. Oldenburg, Indiana: Convent of the Lmmaculate Conception, 1891,
2
Sister Dorothea Michael, "lMemoirs, 1851-1884," Part II, pe 4.
Oldenburg, Indisnas: Archives of the Convent of the Immsculate Conception.
(Typewritten).
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To attain this end of educating children in a memnner pleasing
to God, let the Mother take care that the Novices during their
Novitiate in the Mother House, and according to the present Consti=-
tutions, be instructed in those principles of virtue and science
which they shall need in their state of life for the fulfillment of
their duties.

Let the Novices and Sisters learn, under the direction of an
able Mistress, and according to the preseriptions laid down in the
present Constitutions, religious discipline and the necessary educa-
tional branches, thus to be enabled in pursuance of their duty, to
inbue the children with Christian life and knowledge. The art of
educating being one which even the most experienced teacher never
acquires entirely, they shall supplement, during all their life,
their instruction: to do so it is necessary that they devote them-

selves to study, and read educational works and books of instruction. 5

In order to insure that the Sisters have a place suitable for
study, the Constitutions prescribe that: "The teaching Sisters shall
have & study-room in common, where they can devote themselves to
their lessonse" : Although the revision of 1931 did not carry the
early command "that they devote one hour every day to the further
prosecution of studies," ° the admonitions of the Mothers General .
always encouraged the practice, and at least one hour of study. is
included in the Dally Order for each mission home.

In training its teachers the Congregation had never required

the adherence to any particular method in the teaching act itself.

3
Rule of the Third Order Regular of Ste. Francis, and Consti-
tutions of the Sisters of this Order Forming the Congregation of
Oldenburg, p. 34. Oldenburg, Indiana: Convent of the Immaculate

Conception, 1891,
4

Ibid., p. 122.
5
Ibid., Pe 90.
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Because of extreme poverty in the early years and the scarcity of
such works, many of the mission homes had few or no books on educa=
tional theory. The Sisters often copied parts of books, especially
those on methods, for personal reference. Minutes of the Board of
Education in 1911 record the resolution that a book on child study be
6

avallable on every mission homes Circumstances sometimes demanded
that the Sisters teach in fields for which they did not feel prepared,
and in that event, too, the Rule was employed to provide against
possible abuse or inferior instruction:

In the preparation of their daily tasks it is of importance
that they pay due attention to the matter as well as to the method;
as regards the matter, it is obvious that the teacher must have mas-
tered it herself before she dare presume to teach it to childrenm,
lest she propose what is false; as regards the method, she must
know how to give and explain lessons, and how to ask questions, so

that the children may acquire a knowledge of the relation between
the things taught end their application,

In her own classroom the teacher was usually given freedom to
employ the nethods she found most successful. Because of the common
family spirit that was set as the condition and the goal of every

successful mission home, it became the practice for the older and

6 .
"Minutes of the Board of Education, Immaculate Conception
Convent, Oldenburg, Indiana, July 29, 1911," p. 15.
7
Rule of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis, and Consti=-
tutions of the Sisters of this Order Forming the Congregation of
Oldenburg, ppe 65-35s Oldenburg, Indianas Convent of the
Immaculate Conception, 1891.
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more experienced SistersAto undertake the care and guidance of the
younger teachers. Especially upon the superior, who was usually
the principal of the school, was imposed the duty of helping weak
and inexperienced teachers with their classroom problems. Weekly
school conferences throughout the scholastic term, and evén more
frequently in the days preceding the opening of school in September,
have become an established practice to unify the teaching corps and

to insure a common understanding of the school's policies.
Work of the Congregation's Board of Education

The date of the foundation of the Congregation's Board of
Education iIs not definite, but that it existed before 1900 is
evident from the fact that the first book of minutes is dated
1896-1925. The organization probably existed at least ten to
twenty years before that time, in the endeavors of a half-dozen
experienced teachers who were traditionally active and progressive in _
shaping the educational policies of the Congregation. 1In the years
of its recorded activities the character of the Board of Education
has changed somewhat in organization and personnel. In 1920
members were elected by the Sisters, every Religious who had taught
ten or more years having the right to vote. Its personnel at that

time consisted of a president, vice president, secretary, three

advisers, a represéntative of the music department, and two

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



154

8
ex~-officio member. Later the members were appointed by the

Mother General and her Council.

The general purpose of the Board of Bducation is to provide
leadership in promoting the improvement of the schools, in outlining
the educational policies of the Congregation, and in advising and
guiding the teachers on particular school problems. The frequency
of nmeetings in the early years is unkmown, but the general policy
after 1925 was to have three meetings during the year, with others
on call by the president, and as many as necessary during the
vacation monthse.

From examination of the minutes, it is obvious that the general
character of the work done by the Board of Education has not chenged
greatly since its inception. Items of business from meetings held
in July end August, 1896, make reference to outliﬁing a course of
study, designation of a prefect of studies for each mission, and
appointment of a member of the Boafd to conduct an examinatioﬁ of
the schools of the Congregation every year. The minutes record

discussion concerning the need for more strenuous attention %o

8
"Minutes of the Board of Education, Immaculate Conception

Convent, Oldenburg, Indiana, July 16, 1920," p. 26.
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self-culture on the part of teachers. Emphasis is laid on the
impor‘c‘ance of wise legislation by local superiors to provide more
time and more opportunities for the Sisters to improve themselves
professionally and culturally.9

| After the publication of the course of study by the Congre-
gation, the Board of Bducation devoted considerable attention to the

outcomes attendant on its use. Teachers were asked to keep a

monthly account of the results obtained by using the course and to

give a report at a Special meeting held during the vacation periig.
Criticism and proposed chenges were to be submitted in writing,
Later records indicate increased attention directed to the
status of various subjects and to methods used in the schools.
Discussions recorded in 1932 list reading and history as being in
greatest need of improvement. Criticism is made of the abuse of
’project work, to which too great an amount of time was being
allotted at the expense of the real lesson involved. H
At the present time (1943) the Board of Education is conposed
of nine members. All aspects of education with which the Congreéation

is concerned are represented by members chosen from various areass

college, high school, elementary school, supervision, and teacher

training.

9
"Minutes of the Board of Education, Immaculate Conception
Convent, Oldenburg, Indiana, July-August, 1896," p. 3.
10 :
"Minutes of the Board of Education, Immaculate Conception
Convent, Oldenburg, Indiana, July 16, 1917," p. l4.

11"Minutes of the Board of Education, Immaculate Conception
‘Convent, Oldenburg, Indiana, December 28, 1932," p. 31l.
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Supervision

Although supervision, as the tertm is understood in the

twentieth century, was unknown during the first years of the
Congregation's teaching activities, there was & program of school
direction that may safely be called the forerunner of modern
supervision. Even during the first decade, Mother Theresa and
Father Rudolf visited the schools in order to help the geachers
and to determine the adequacy of physical facilities. '

The first érogram of regular‘visits to the schools by the
Mother General was tﬁat of Mother Olivia (1884-1920), although
when Mother Michaela was in office (1872~1884) she had appointed
Sisters to examine the schools whilst she visited with the Sisters.
The visitation of the classes every two years by the Mother General
was not made & provision of the Constitutions until the revision
that took place in 1931.15 The minutes of the Board of Education
record that in August, 1896, a member of the Board was appointed

to examine the schools yearly. During Mother Olivia's second

administration an experienced Sister was sent to wvarious missions

12 ‘
Letter from Father Rudolf at Oldenburg, to the Sisters at
Prescott, Indiana, dated May 30, 1863.
13
Rule of the Third Order Regular of St. Frencis and Consti-
tutions of the Congregation of the Sisters ol Ste. Franocis, Oldenburg,

Indiena, p. 104, Oldenburg, Indisnas Convent of the lmmaculate
Conception, 1931,
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14
to visit the classroomse. It is unknovm at what period full-time

supervisors were designated for various groups of schools conducted
by the Congregetion, but the work of supervision was gradually im-
proved and augmented until in 1940 three full-time supervisors were
appointed to visit the classes: one for the Indiana schools; a
second for the Ohio, Illinois, snd Kentucky schools; and a third
for the Missouri end New Mexico schools. These Sisters were to
endeavor to visit the classes at least once a year, but they were
on call at the request of any Sister who had difficulty or special
problems needing attention.

The length of the supervisor's visit at the present time
depends on the needs of the teacher and the frequency of the visits.
In some cases the supervisor finds it necessary to remain a half
day, or even an entire day, in the classroom. The post—visitafion
conference is held after schoollhours on the day of the visitation.
According to the plan of the individual supervisor, the report of
the visit is made to the Motherhouse either verbally or in writing.
Examination of written réports reveals that evaluation of wvarious
aspects of classroom procedures, methods, and teacher-pupil relations

is not expressed in quantitative values, but in general descriptive

14
In an interview with the writer on January 31, 1943, Sister
Mary Pia Frumiller stated that her class at Bloomington, Illinois,
wes visited by Sister Salesia Poggel acting as supervisor in 1898,
A similar interview with Sister Leonissa Heidlage on December
19, 1942, revealed that the latter's class at Holy Family School,
Oldenburg, had been visited by Sister Salesia in 1897.
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terms, such as "poor," "fair," "good," and the like. The reports
indicate that a comparison generally is made with conditions ob=
served in previous visits. ' Since neither salary nor tenure is
dependent on the report of the supervisor, most teachers recognize
in the visits an attempt to improve school conditions, end utilize
them for their own improvement and that of the children. Since
1938 the Congregation has given the services of a qualified Sister

to act as diocesan supervisor in the schools of the Archdiocese of

Cincimnati. This Sister visits not only the schools of the Olden=~
burg Congregation, but those of other religious Congregations

within a designated territory.,

Saint Francis Normal School

When the Saint Prancis Normel School was approved by the Indiena
State Board of Education in 1610, it had already functioned for
several decades in the preparation of teachers. The normel school
we.s estéblished shortly after the convent was opened in 1851,
for even during the early period classes were held every summer
for the Sisters who returned to the Motherhouse from the missions.

As the membership of the Congregation increased and as the
financial status permitted, teachers from outside institutions were
engaged to conduct summer classes at the convent. Sister Dorothea's

notes indicate that such teachers were engaged before 1870 to teach
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music, art, French, Latin, end other subjects. In 1880 demon=
stration classes were conducted by the most successful and exper=
ienced teachers for the instruction of those Sisters who were to
begin teaching. The procedure of these‘classes, while somewhat
‘naive, was wholly practical. Sisters who taught the grades that
‘were being demonstrated acted as pupils, meking all the mistakes
which children ordinarily would make. Various methods of present-
ing material were discussed; possible solutions were offered to
solve p?oblems of method and discipline, and hypothetical diffi-
culties were presented. e

Before 1910 the normal~school classes were examined by the.
convent cheplain or by the Diocesan School Board under the direc=
tion of Most Reverend Francis S. Chetard, Bishop of Indianapolis.
Previous to his appointment to the see of Indianapolis, Bishop .
Chatard had been rector of the Americen College at Rome. His early
experience in education made him unusually competent in guiding
the teaching endeavors of the Sisters, and the develcpment and

success of the normal~-school classes are largely due to his interest

and activity.

15
Sister Dorothea Michamel, "Memoirs, 1851-1884," Part II,
pe 8+ Oldenburg, Indiena: Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception. (Typewritten).
186 :
Interview by the writer with Sister Leonissa Heidlage at
Immeculete Conception Convent, Oldenburg, Indiana, December 19, 1942.
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The work of the normal-school included four departments:
normal, academic, music, end commercial, with teachers selected
from the Congregation's own members and engaged from outside
institutions. Newspapers of 18518 record that, during the summer
of that year, & lecturer on music education, two teachers of
business education, and three Franciscan Fathers for teaching
psychology, liturgy, end history, were engaged to conduct classes
at the convent. 1

The general practice in the Congregation has been to have
the Sisters complete their normal training during the period of
the novitiates At least one full year is given to normal study;
since the canonical year cennot be devoted completely to secular
branches, the study of that year is supplemented by work during
vacation when classes are in session from three to six weeks.

The Congregation has its own system of training schools, including
the eight grades of the public school at Oldenburg; the young
Religious can do thelr practice teaching before leaving the Mother-
house, if necessary. TFormerly, the state license could be obtained
after the two~year course, but‘since the requirements for teaching
have been advanced, the Congregation has sought to give the postulents

a year of college work before they begin the two years as novice.

17
The Indiena Catholic and Record, Vol. IX, No. 442, (August 2,
1918), 7.
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Teacher Training College

With the advancement of educational standards and proposed
higher requirements for teacher certification, superiors of the
Congregation began a program to.expand the Saint Francis Normal
School into a four~year tsacher training collegees The proposed
work was accomplished in 1928 when the state approved the Teacher
Training College at Oldenburge A beginning had thus been made,
and the Congregation realized the culmination of the project in
the establishment of the liberal arts college with a strong depart-
ment of education in 1936. With state approval to offer four-year
curriculums in both elementary and secondary education, Marien
College fills a great need in the teacher training program of the
Congregation. The extension division of the department of education
at Cldenburg provides for two or three years of training for the
novices without the necessity of leaving the Motherhouse during

the period of probation.

Advanced Training of Teachers

Even though the foundation of a teacher training college
and of & liberal arts college provide adequately for the education
of the Sisters, the Congregation did not discontinue educating

Sisters at other institutions, both in graduate and undergradusate

worke To guard against inbreeding and to establish contacts with

many sources of educationael stimulation, the program of outside
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study has been far-flung and varied.

Probably the first Sisters to study secular branches outside
the Motherhouse were the Sisters sent to Marquette University in
1211l. Two years later a group went to the Catholic University of
America at Washington, D.C. From that period on, the program of

outside study has never relaxed and graduelly has included a greater
number of Sister-students. In order to make the program as effi=-
cient and comprehensive as possible, several experienced Sisters
were appointed to act as counsellors to the Sister-students in
selecting their courses and plamning their work. The arrangement
gave greater assuresnce that the Congregation would have teachers
trained in various areas, and that those Sisters most capable in
certain fields would pursue study cémpatible with their talentse.
After the establishment of the teacher training college, graduate
study ﬁas promoted with greater intensity, although undergraduate
study at outside institutions was by no means discontinued.
Although much of the advanced study is done by teaéhers in service,
the Congregation has tried whenever possible to relieve a number of
Sisters every year from teaching in order that they may give full
time to advanced education. During the period from 1911, when
outside study was begun, until 1940, the Congregetion sent Sister-
students to at least thirty institutions scabtered over more then a

dozen states. These included Catholic colleges and universities,
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privete colleges, teacher training institutions, conservatories

of music, state universities, and art schools.
Summeary

Because teaching is the principsl external work of the Sisters
of Seint Francis, the Constitutions of the Congregation deal rather
fully with the subject of teacher training. OCbligations concerning
professional training are imposed on both the superiors and the
individual Sisters.

To provide leadership and organization for the Congregationt's
educational activities, a Board of Education was formed late in the
nineteenth century. Active for/nearly fifty years it has been largely
re8pohsib1e for shaping the educational progrem of the Congregation
and for providing stimulati&n for growth and progresse The first
school supervisors, chosen as early as 1896, were from its members.

In addition to the diocesan supervision, the elementary schools
of the Sisters of Saint Francis are visited regulerly by the Congre-
gation's supervisors. The Sisters charged with this work have had
special training and devote full time to the visitation of the
schoolse.

The efforts toward teacher training that were begun in the first
years of the convent gradually took on an organized form and were

designated as the Saint Francis Normal School. As early as 1880
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summer classes of the normal-school were conducted at the Mother= :
house for the Sisters who had returned from the missions for the
vaecation. The work of the Saint Francis Normal was exbtended and
improved until it embraced four years of training in education.
The teacher training coilege was-then established in 1828,

In order to supplement the work of teacher educetion at
Oldenburg, the Congregation began in 1911 to send Sisters to
outside institutions for higher studies. The movement was timely,
in that it anticipated the greater demand for teachers trained
in secondary education when the Central High School was established

in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati in 1928,
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CHAPTER XI
ADMINISTRATIVE CONTRCL OF THE CONGREGATION
AND OF THE SCHOCLS

Introduction

The government of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint
Francis is exercised in accordance with the conditions prescribed
in the Canon Law of the Catholic Churche. Authority is exercised
directly by the Mother General and her Council, although, like
all Congregations of Religious, the Sisters are always subject
to the decrees of the Pope and of the Bishops.

In the course of years the Congregation has established at
Oldenburg physical facilities that make the convent almost selfe-
sufficient; These facilities, such as the electric generator,

" water reservoir, and ice piant, are less in demend since surround=-
ing larger towns have obtained these accommodations and can dis-
pense them to neighboring small communities like Qldenburge

Meterial possessions of the Congregation by way of buildings,
lend, esnd equipment are held in the name of all the Sisters;
although the Religious have made the vow of poverty, they may own

things in common, but no one has private claims on snything meterial.
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Administration of the Congregation

The direct authority over the Sisters is vested in the Mother
General, assisted by her Council. The Council consists of the
Assistent Mother and three counsellor Sisters. All are elected
by the General Chapter for a term of six years. The General Chapter
consists of the Mother General, the ex-Hothers General, the coun-~ |
sellors, local superiors of houses where there are at least ten
professed Sisters, and the représentatives of all Sisters who have
hed perpetual vows for at least ten years,

One of the requisite qualifications for the Mother General is
that she possess "the necessary knowledge of domestic and school
affairs" to govern the Congregation efficiently and to work for
the general goode. The léngth of her term of office, six years,
operates effectively for a comprehensive control of affairs,
allowing ample time to accomplish any major work in the school
progran and at the same time being sufficiently short to prevent
stagnetion and a tendency to laissez-faire. The Mother General
may be re-elected for another six-year term only once, so that
indefinite tenure is impossible. As was earlier recorded, Mother
Olivie was re-elected five times, her incumbency comprising thirty-
six years (1884-1920). At the time of her administration the Sacred
Canons regarding religious Congregations were not so stringent
with respect to the tenure of the Mother éeneral, and the necessary

Papel dispensation was obtained without great inconvenience.
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Since the revision of Canon Law in 1918, the Constitutions of the
Oldenburg Congregation have conformed to the restrictions of church
law,

While all important affairs of the Congregation are transacted
by the Mother General in conference with her Council, consent of the
hierarchy is always necessary in any project of mejor importance.

If o decision involves a school or house in a certain diocese, the
approval of the Bishop of that diocese is required before action
can be taken. Schools are usually accepted at the request of the
Bishops.  The Mother General, therefore, cennot open a new house,
erect buildings, close an existing house, or assume any new burden
without the consent or decisive vote of her Council, and the addi-
tional approval of the Bishop in whose dioccese the work is projected.
‘This condition is a safeguard to the schools, in. that decisions of
any moment regarding them must teke into consideration all phases
which might alter the decision; it insures that activities may
not be undertaken and relinquished for trivial reasons.

The Mother General and her Council also eppoint teachers for
.the various schools of the Congregation. Appointments are made
toward the end of July, after several weeks of consultation by
the Councile A%t the close of the school term the Sisters have the
right to express difficulties or any reason for the need to change
or to continue at & schoole. Local superiors are expected to disclose
conditions that work to the benefit or detriment of the schools under

their charge, and they are free to suggest & means of solving
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difficulties. Acting upon the information thus obtained, the
Mother General and her Council make the appointments for the
complete teaching corps of the Congregation. By virtue of their
vow of obedience, the Sisters are to accept the positions assigned
them, unless they believe that the appointment will prove harmful
to their spiritual welfare or detrimental to the classes assigned,
The teachers have no claim to the salary paid them for their work
in the schools. They do not have the right to remuneration for
their work, no matter what may be the nature of that work.
Actually, most of the Sisters do not know what salary they receive
for their teaching, simply because, doing all their work from a
spiritual motive, they have never soughﬁ to ascertain what it is.
Since the Sisters hold goods in common and are given whatever
material things are judged necessary for them, any funds remaining,
after needed expenditures for the mission home and the school

have been met, are sent to the Motherhouse.
Physical Facilities at Oldenburg

The convent property at Oldenburg, as it exists at present (1943),
forms the most important part of the little rursl town. In spite of

being almost self=-contained, the convent has been perhaps the most
potent factor in giving stability end vitelity to the secluded hamlet,

Nearly a century of industry and good business management was necessary
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however, to bring the Immaculate Conception Convent to its present
status of efficiency and worth.
Beginning with the little two=-story stone convent in 1851,

additions end improvements were made year by year as need demended.
The two lots on which the first convent was built were purchased
by Father Rudolf out of his personal funds. ' Because the Sisters
suffered actual want for food, the founder managed to obtain, some
years later, a few additiénal acres to be used as a farm. As the
membership increased, additions were built te the convent, and more
ground was purchased, lot by lot, during the administrations of the
first three NMothers General. Until the election of Mother Olivia,
the weight of the effort was employed to secure financial adequacy
for existing needs. For a long time, the tradition of Father Rudolf's
policy, to incur as few debts as possible, was adhered to tenaciously.
The early part of Mother 6livia‘s administration was characterized
by consistent efforts to establish on a permenent basis the physical |
facilities. Both Mother Antonia and Mother Michaela had introduced
improvements as they beéame necessary and as means allowed, but during
their incumbencies the Congregation carried on meny projects to assist

struggling parishes, so that the convent received only what was abso-

lutely necessary. At the time of Mother Olivia's first election (1884),

1
Historical Sketch of the Convent and Academy of the Sisters of
Ste Francis, pe 29 Oldenburg, Indiena:. Published Dy the Gommunity,
1901. .
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the Congregation paid taxes on three hundred acres of land;
a large part of it was farm land worked by a few of the Sisters
and several hired men, to produce supplies for the convent and
the boarding schools The chapel, convent, and academy buildings,
erected between 1890 and 1900, were the first structures that proved
adequate for the needs both of the'present time and of the period
then opening before the Congregetion. That period likewise witnessed
the introduction of modern facilities necessary for the growing plant.

Be;ause of its aloofness from any city of considerable size,
the expanding convent was greatly cramped for modern accommodations
at the beginning of the present century. The only solution at the
time was for the Congregation to teke measures to provide for itself,
thus making the Oldenburg convent & little city of its own.

In 1893 the first power house was built; it wes small, but it
was at least & beginning, end improvements added later made it more
serviceables In 1911 a large electric light and power plant was built.
In addition to furnishing heat and light, the plant housed an ice
machine and a well-equipped carpenter shop.

After the grdwth of the Congregation to a membership of several
hundred, one of the most baffling problems was that of water supplye
In the pioneer days there was little difficulty in meeting the needs

of the small group of Sisters, since the simple pump and water=-pail

2
Memorandum of Mr, Schulte, Supervisor of the Convent Farm,
- dated March 10, 194l. Archives of the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception, Oldenburg, Indiana.
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method, while laborious, proved adequates. Filtered water was the first
innovetion, although cisterns and wells on the convent grounds con-
tinued as the sources. When these could no longer meet the demend,
a reservoir was dug just north of the convent building. The arrange-
ment served well until the beginning of the twentieth century. In
1901 an epidemic of typhoid claimed thirteen Sisters and, although
tests of the water by state health authorities proved it to be purs,
a filtration plant and chlorination system were installed. By 1923
the reservoir of three million gallon capacity was adequate only
under ordinary circumstances. During the summer drought the supply
went,dahgerously lowe In 1933, when the convent consumption averaged
about thirty éhousand gallons & day, the supply actually feiled.
A spring on & nearby farm was reported to have a daily flow of twelve
thousand gallons. Necessity compelled the Congregation to purchase
the farm, in order to obtain the spring. Finally, in 1935 the
Oldenburg Water Works Company found itself able to meke a contract
with the Congregation to furnish the water supply to the convent and
the responsibilit& for both the adequacy and purity of the water
was removed from the Sisterse

Although the Sisters spend the greater part of the year on
the various missions, the convent remains of primary importance and
interest. Beginning their religious life in the novitiate at the
Motherhouse, they have learned to make it theroint of' reference

for all their activities. It takes the place of the natural home
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that they have left, and it is the only vacation resort to which
they can go for relaxation and rehabilitation after the year spent

in teachinge. Furthermore, it is-the home for the retired Sisters,
the sick, and the infirm. For these reasons, an effort is mede to
beautify the grounds and to meke the convent as complete as possibles
The massed arrangement of the buildings prevents a true appreciation
of their size and beauty, but this condition is the inevitable result
of the piecemeal fashion in which the variocus sections were con=
structed in order to meet contemporary needs.

The convent is not only the Congregation's Motherhouse where
the entire spiritual program of the eight hundred members is studied
and directed, but it is the educational center from which approximately
six hundred teachers receive inspiration and assistance and to whiéh
they can refer most of their school difficulties. A small printing
press, set up in 1911, and a modern book bindery and mimeographing
office produce large quantities of work for the use of the various

missions.
Ownership of the Various Schools

In eddition to the Motherhouse and the necessary adjoining
property at Oldenburg, the Congregation Gwns’several schools in
other places. Of the numerous elementary schools bought or erected
by the Congregation in the earlier periods, only two are at present

owned by the Sisters, namely, Holy Trinity School (Saint Louis) and
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Saint Mary School (New Albany, Indiesna)., Because the school buildings

were purchased as a matbter of expediency to aid struggling parishes

in establishing their educational work the people toock over the

schools as soon as they were able, or replaced them by new buildings

‘at their own expense when the original buildings erected by the

Sisters became too old or were unsuitable for the demends of changing
- times.

Of the schools founded independently of particular parishes,
the Congregation owns Saint Mary Academy and ﬁarian College in
Indianapolis, and Our Lady of Angels High School in Saint Bernard,
Ohioes The diocesan high school is still incumbered with pert of
the debt incurred to meet the obvious need that the construction
of the school be not delayed until more funds were available.

All material goods in the form of buildings, land, and equipe-
ment are held in the name of all the Sisters. The vow of poverty
deménds that the possession of such temporal goods be always in
answer to necessity, or an endeavor further to sanctify souls,.
Therefore, the Congregation may not purchase such properties merely
to amess material possessions or to insure against probable

embarrassment and inconvenience.
Summary

In the government of the Congregation the Mother General is
assisted by four Sisters, elected as she is by the majority vote

of the General Chapter, Although the Mother General is charged
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with the management of the larger portion of affairs, she is subject

to the consent or the decisive vote of her Council and the approval

of the local Bishop in all matters of major importance. Teachers

are appointed for the various schools of the Congregation by the Mother
General, after consultation with the Councillor Sisters.

Because of the important function of the Motherhouse in
unifying and furthering the various activities of»the Sisters, the
convent plant at Oldenburg has developed physical facilities that
make it almost & miniature city. The availabiliby of utilities
from public sources, however, has dispensed with the ﬁeed for self=
sufficiency in these areas. ‘

Even though the Sisters individually profess the vow of poverty
and may not retain any remuneration for work of any nature that they
do, thé Church permits the possession of temporal goods in cormon,
for the maintenance of all. In this way, the Sisters are not indi-
vidually burdened with responsibility for temporal things, while at
the same time community ownership protects against en inequalities

-or emergencies that might otherwise arise.
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CHAPTER XII

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSICNS

The Problem .

This study was undertaken: ‘(1) to organize into one complete
work the facts relating to the foundation and subsequent develop-
ment of the Congregation of the Sisters of Seint Francis, Oldenburg,
Indiana; (2) to show the place of the Congreg;tion in the educa-
tional system of the Catholic parochial schools in the United States;
end (3) to point out the conbributions of the Sisters of Saint
Francis in the field of education through their work in the ele-
mentary and secondary schools and through their endeavors in higher

education and teacher training.
Sources

The principal sources of data for the study were the archives
and the registraf's files at the Convent of the Immeculate Conception,
Oldenburge These supplied the amnals of the Congregetioh, records
of the acceptance and status of the various schools, circular letters

of the Mothers General to the Sisters on the missions, minutes of

meetings of the Congregation's Board of Education, reports on
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the various schools, journals end memoirs of the Sisters, and
letters and documents recording the activities of the Congregation.
Additional meterial was obtained through interviews with older
Sisters and with administrators of the Congregation, snd through
correspondence with meny of the principals and teaéhers of the
schools. Courses of study, school publications, and early news-

papers also proved of valus in the study.

Conclusions

In accordance with the plan of organization adopted, the
narrative has been written under two series of chapters: (1) the
chronological account, and (2) the topical series of developments.

In tracing the influences responsible for thg foundation of
the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Francis, there are discernible
three principal forces that made the organization desireble and
necessarye. Because of the slow development of the educational
system in Indiana, and equally because of the insistence of the
Catholic Church that priests in Americe establish schools in connec-
tion with their parishes, Father Francis J. Rudolf, pastor of
Oldenburg and missionary of surrounding districts, Sought to
establish a convent of teaching Sisters to work in the schools of
his parishes. Due to the fact that most of his parishioners were

German~-speaking people, the priest could not engage existing French
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religious Congregations, and therefore solicited volunteers for
the work from a convent in Vienna, Austria. These circumstances
shaped the first period in the history of the Cldenburg Congregation.
In Jenuary, 1851, Sister Theresa Hackelmeier, an Austrian
Franciscan nun, arrived at Oldenburg to begin conventual life with
the three young women who were awaiting her to form the new
Congregation. The first parish school was opened at Oldenburg in
1851; at the same time a boarding school for girls was begun in
connection with the convent. Within the next five years the Sisters
accepted the care of a dozen orphans, and opened six schools in
nearby Indiana towns. Although always struggling for financial
adequacy during the first years, the Congregation was reduced to
penury by the destruction of the convent by fire in 1857. The
work of the schools was not suspended. The little compeny of nuns
decided to undertake begging tours in Cincinnati and Saint Louis.
This was the only occasion in their history when the Sisters had
recourse to this expedient in order to obtain funds. Within nine
months a new convent had replaced the old one, aﬁd the work in
education had not suffered greatly because of the accident.
During the nine years of Mother Theresa's incumbency the group of
Sisters increased to forty members. Acceptance of & school in
Saint Louis and of eleven schools in Indiena was the first indica-

tion of future expansion of activities,
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The period of Mother Antonia's incumbency (1860-1872), while
still within the pale of the early years, was marked by great efforts
outside of Oldenburg itself. A half-dozen schools were opened in
Kentucky, and twice that number in Indiena. The Congregation pur=
chased property in a number of Indiana towns in order to inaugurate
educational work. By the time of Mother Michaela's administration
(1872-1884) both the boarding school and the Sisterhood had outgrown
physical facilities at Oldenburges Saint Cecilia Hall was built
for the academy, and a new wing was added to the convent. Besides
these home projects, Mother Michaela inauguratediwbrk in Ohio
and added fifteen Indiana schools and one Missourl school to the
Congregation's labors. By 1884 the membership had reached approx-
imately two hundred and fifty Religious.

At the time of Mother Olivia's election in 1884, the Congregation
had sufficiently established itself and sueccessfully launched its
educational projects to look to its own integration. One of the
most prominent features of Mother Olivia's administration was its
building program. The years 1888-1900 marked a complete renovation
of the physical plant at Oldenburg. A new academy was built in
1911 at Saint Mary Parish, Indianapolis, and during the same period
educational work was extended to the states of Illinois and Kansas.
Two definite steps were taken toﬁard a more complete unification.

Legally, the Sisters were recognized as -a corporate body in Indiana
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and Missouril where they owned schools and houses. Spirituelly,
they were approved by the Holy See, and the Constitutions providing
for the welfare of the schools and for the training and improve-
ment of teachers, as well as for theif sﬁiritual direction, were
pronounced compatible with their mode of life and activity,
Completing'the period of unification and growth, Mother Veneranda's
administration (1920-1926) reestablished works that had charac-
terized the early years. A chapel for perpstual adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament was built in 1921, In the next year the Sisters
" accepted the diocesan orphanage at Vincennes, Indiana., A project
similar to that of 1867 was undertaken during this period to assist
ip the foundation of a new religious Congregation; seven llexican
women were admitted to the novitiate, so that after receiving training
in conventual life they might return to Mexico and begin a teaching
Congregation of native women. Two noteworthy steps were taken in work
above the elementary level; the appointment of two teachers for
the staff at Elder High School, Cincinnati, marked the first parti-
cipation in the Cincinnati diocesan high school system, and the
extension of classes at the Oldenburg academy brought the establishe
ment of Immaculate Conception Junior College.
When Mother Clarissa undertook the government of the Sisters

in 1926, the work in the elementary schools was sufficiently well=-

organized to permit advances into secondary and collegiate education.

The erection and staffing of the Diocesan High School for girls in
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Saint Bernard, Ohio, and the establishment of a teacher training
college at Oldenburg, we}e the‘major educational préjects of the
first six years. The erection of a separate novitiate building
-answered & long recognized need. During Mother Clarissa's second
administration the Congregation realized its long anticipated
project of founding a liberal arts college. At that time the
Sisters slso assumed the care of two racial groups with whom they
had not previously worked, the Crow Indians in Montana and the
Chinese in Wuchang. |

The principal external work of the Sisters of Saint Francis
is the education-of children in the parish schools. At the present
time (1943) the Congregation has charge of seventy-one parochial
schools and thirteen public schools, scattered in seven states,
By far the greater number are in Indiana gnd Ohio. The public
schools are in reality Catholic schools supported in part by the
state because of the inability of the people to carry the double
burden of maintaining a parish school and of supporting by taxation
a district schobl. In addition to the regular perish schools, the
Congregation has charge of the Diocesan Orphanage at Vincennes,
Indiana, accepted in 1922.

With the growth of the high school in America and the increasing

emphasis on universal secondary education, the Congregation gradually

began work at that level. 1In the sarly years secondary training
wes given principelly in commercial classes and in special "academic®

courses connected with various elementary schools. The four-year

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



181

high schools now conducted by the Sisters are located at Oldenburg,
Indiana; Indienapolis, Indiana; Saint Bernard, Ohio; and Tierra
Amearilla, New Mexico. In 1936 a liberal arts college was founded
at Indianapolis; an extension division of its department of educa-~
tion was established at Oldenburg for the training of novices.

After forty years of educational work with the white children
of the parochial schools, the Congregation turned its attention %o
the education of other racial groups. In 1892 classes were begun
for a group of Negro children in Iﬁdianapolis. Although this work
was discontinued by diocesan arrangement after twenty-five yeérs,

2 similar undertaking with the Negroes of Kemsas City, begun in

1911, has remained in the care of the Sisters up to the present time.
The Congregetion conducts two public schools for the Spanish-
Americens in New Mexico, and two schools on the Crow Indian Reser=-
vation in Montana.

Since the Oldenburg Franciscans carry on no major external
activity other than teaching, all the energies of the Congregation
have been concentrated on educational endeavors. Aside from the
establishment of schools teacher training has received greater
attention than any other activity. Numerous passages in the
Constitutions of the Sisters are devoted to the training and
improvement of teachers, in an attempt to safeguard the schools
and to guarantee that the professional preparation of the Sisters

be not neglecteds To advance this objective, the Sisters organized
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a Board of Education and a system of school supervision, in order
that the corps of teachers might have stimulating leadership and
‘effective direction. The Congregation has compiled several courses

of study for the guidence of the teachers in the elementary schools.
Teacher training classes were begun almost with the inception of
conventual life itself. Through consistent'effort and steady progress,
the Congregation realized its ultimate objective in the establishment,
not only of a teacher training college, but of & liberal arts college
with a department of education to train both secular and religious
young women for positions in the Catholic elementary and secondary
schools. In order adequately to staff its high schools and collegse,
the Sisters have devoted much attention during the past thirty years
to increasing the opportunities for graduate study.

For thg general supervision of eighty-eight schools and the
direction of more then six hundred teachers, & well=-organized admin=-
istrative plen is necessary. The government of the Oldenburg Francis=-
cans 1is vested in the Mother Genersl, her assistant, and her three
counsellor Sisters, who are elected for six years by majority vote
of the General Chapter. The appointment of teachers, acceptance
and discontinuance of schools, and the assumption of any other
important work are the concern of the Mother General and her Cquncil.

The Mother and her assistant reside at the Motherhouse at Oldenburge.

The convent is the center of all the Congregation's activities and,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



183

even though the majority of the Sisters spend only a small part of
the year at the Motherhouse, it serves as the focal point for uniting
the teachers and for stimulating‘the‘work of the schools.

Perhaps the most arresting factor in the history of the educa=-
tional activities of the Sisters of Saint Francis is the unusual
growth of the Congregation. Although Father Rudolf was undoubtedly
a man of vision, he could scarcely have anticipated the development
of his little Community into an organization of more than eight
hundred Religious. Even though Mother Theresa -consciously built
for the future, confronted as she was with obstacles that seemed
almost insurmountable, she hardly dared hope for the permeanency of
a hundred years. Yet, as a result of the privations and sacrifices
of the early members hardly less than a sturdy, enduring organiza-
tion could have been expecteds. IHaving adopted a Rule called the
Order of Penance,.the pioneer Sisters regarded hardships as their
heritage; in fact, one cannot overlook the fact that even after
they had assumed new and heavy obligations, they were unwilling to
relax in the least degree the asceticism that they originally
professed.

Nevertheless, even more remarkable than the unanticipated
growth itself is the unusual character of that growth. Designed
as an educational orgenization, the Congregation has never swerved
from its objective, nor adopted any externsl ﬁork that might prove

prejudicial to its goal of education. Every‘available energy hes
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enlisted to further that objective, through selection and training
of members, prpvisions of the Rule and Constitutions, building pro-
jects, missionary work, and financial resources. The assumption of
burdens involving works other than teaching itself has always been
with a view of benefiting education ultimately and at least indirectly.
In treating education as the principal objective of the 0Olden~-
burg Franciscans, one should not overlook the fact that education is
the principal objective of external work. Taking precedence over it
and over every other endeavor, is the primary end of the Congregation,
"the gldry of God and the sanctification end perfection of its members."
The Oldenburg Franciscan is first a Religious, then a teacher. That
education loses nothing thereby is a conviction deeply rooted in the
philosophy of the Sisters. The work of the Religious should and does
benefit by the hours that she devotes to prayer, meditation, and
religious devotion. Were it otherwise, there would be no point in
her endeavoring to be at once a Religious and a teacher. If the main
reason for the Catholic schools and for the teaching Sisters in those
schools is to give moral and religious training to children, certainly
the first consideration in the preparation and equipment of the reli-
gious teacher is thet which is synonymous with her religious profession.
The fundamental axiom on which Mother Theresa grounded her work was
that the contemplative life of prayer must produce and nourish the
aective life of teaching, It is not method, or subject matter, or

disciplinary ability, or teaching success, or the popularity of the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



185

teaching Sister that is importent. The vital thing in her activity
is her personality ===~ specifically, that subtle, spiritual influence,
intangible and often equally unconscious both té herself and to her
pupils, that exérts a wholesome influence and calls forth the better
things in her charges. Hence, it appears justifiable’to include
even the sersction of chapels and the practice of perpetual adoration
as projects contributing to the general Work-of education undertaken
- by the Oldenburg Sisters. Only this aggregation of the spirituasl and
professional endeavors of the Sisters can adequately explain both the
unexpected growth of the Congregation and the character of that growth
through which all factors are united in a spirit of service to the

schoolse
The Outlook for the Future

Undouﬁtedly, the chief external work of the Congregation will
continue to be education. While it is true that the Sisters were
sorely needed for the struggling pioneer schools of early Indiana
and surrounding states, it seems safe to say that they are even more
urgently in demend during the twentieth century when universal educa-
tion demands more teachers, and the competition experienced by the
teaching profession with more lucrative employments calls for teachers

more selfe-sacrificing and more disinterested in personal gain. Trends

indicate that collegiate and teacher training work will receive
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increasing attention; such a prospect is certainly healthful. .Of
the two, teacher training is in far greater need of emphasis,
especiallylwith respect to graduate study. The Congregation does
not lack material for this worke. Qut of a group 6f six hundred
teachers who have pledged their energies to the work of the class-
room, there is naturally a large number whose abilities and promise
of professional growth justify higher study. Certainly, much has been
done in teacher training and much is being plenned for the future.
The ultimate ideal of the Congregation is to give the opportunities
of graduate study fo the bulk of its teacher personnel, which is
doubly imperative since secondary and collegiate teaching have taken
a greater place in the Sisters' work. This does not imply that ele-
mentarj education will become the step=-child of the Congregation's
activities. Work in the elementary school probably will be always
the most extensive activity of the Oldenburg Sisters; they do not
wish it otherwise. Increased graduate study, however, will not only
raise the standard of teaching done in the elementary school, but
will meke available a larger corps of teachers trained for work in

secondary and collegiate education.:
Recommendations

While it is evident that the Oldenburg Congregation has engaged
in many activities in the field of education, it would be difficult

to evaluate precisely the work done in the schools. FEducational
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growth sometimes defies accurate measurement, and this is doubly

true of intellectual and personelity growthe A study of the educa-
tional work done by the Franciscan Sisters suggests the possibilities
of other studies to obtain en index of the end-product of the schools.
In the final analyéis, the truest indication of the work of any school
will be gleaned from the lives of its graduates. TFor that reason, a
follow-up study of graduates of the schools conducted by the Sisters
may be strongly recommended. ' Such an investigation would furnish

not only a picture of the real work done by the Congregetion, but

also would be a source of encouragement and self-evaluation to the
teachers themselves.

Tritely expressed, the purpose of every school is to equip its
pupils for successful living. To the Religious and to the Catholic,
success does not mean & glamorous career, or even prosperity. The
object of the Catholic school system is to train children to be success=-
ful as intelligent Catholics, as good citizens, and as good members
of society. The street laborer or the mechanic who does his work well
and contentedly is just as truly a success as is the business man or
the politician,. Therefora,‘the graduate of the hiéh school who
returns to the Sisters after three or four years proudly to present
her chubby infant, and to reléte some of the little intimacies of the
home that she has established, is judged by her Franciscen teachers to

be as truly a success as the college graduate or the registered nurse.
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A follow-up study of a selected secondary school conducted by the
Sisters, for example, Some graduating class of the diocesan higﬁ
school in Saint Bernard, would reveal how many young women are well
or badly adjusted, what proportion of marriages have been successful
and how meny have failed to develop into happy homes, and how meny
gifted pupils are using their talents to adventege, both for them-
selves and for society.

Throughout tThe annaels of the Congregation the influence of
ceortain Sisters on the policies of the Congregation and on the
conduct of the schools is prominent. A study of the work and
philosophy of these women would serve, as Elmer Wilds proposes in
the study of great teachers, as a stimulus to students of education
"to complete their work and carry out their ideas under the easier
conditions and mofe favorable environment of today.” ' The close
contacts inherent in community life make intimate knowledge of the
aspirations and accomplishments of the members of & religious fgmily
more easily accessible than is the case with the ordinary lay educatore.
The Oldenbﬁrg Franciscans have numbered among their renks teachers,
writers, artists, musicians, and poets whose work should not remain
unrecordeds. A sthdy attempting to collect end analyze the works of
these members of the Congregation would be a contribution, salthough

perhaps a smell one, to the history of Catholic education in America.

1
Elmer Wilds, The Foundations of Modern Education, p. 9.
New York: Farrar and Rinehart, 1936.
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Likewise, the life and work of the various Mothers General of
the Oldenburg Sisterhood merit studye From the short sketches of
the six Mothers General, as reported in this narrative, it may appear
that only the brighter side of the picture has been shown. It must
be remembered, however, that the liother General of a religious »
Congregation is chosen after at least six months of prayer and careful
consideration, as the most capable person from a group of women, all
of whom are striving after perfection. The work that the Mothers
Generel of the Oldenburg Franciscans have accomplished for the benefit
of education, often ageinst seemingly overwhelming odds, deserves to
be recorded and emulated by present and future followers of the
Old enburg tradition.

Finally, another promising study concerns the schools in their
treatment of racisl groups. It is obvious that the American school
system has employed a different type of education for the Negro and
the Indian, es compafed with the typical white child. Since the
Cldenburg Congregation has taken up work with these two raciel groups
and is finding opportunity for more extended labor amoné them, a com=
perative study of the methods, curriculum, activities, and procedures
best suited to each of these races would be a valuable contribution.
Such & study might well be a collaboration of two or more teachers
who have worked with these groups and, therefore, understand their
culture and sympathize with their problems. An investigation of this
type would be of great value to future teachers of these racial groups

and a contribution to the educational literature of the Congregation.
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AFPENDIX
I

RECORD OF THE INCORPORATION OF THE
SISTERS OF SAINT FRANCIS IN THE STATE OF INDIANA

October 20th A.D. 1885

Under the provisions of Section 1 of an Act of the General
Assembly of the State of Indisna, approved April 8th, 1885, (See
Acts 1885, page 145) the undersigned persons do hereby voluntarily’
associate themselves together under the Corporate Name of "Sisters
of St. Francis of Oldenburg" for the purpose of establishing and
maintaining a §chool and Institutions in Oldenburg, in Franklin
County, in the State of Indiana, to train teachers (females) for
the education of males and females.

The business and prudential Concerns shall be managed by a
board of Five (5) Trustees. The first board of trustees is to
serve for the term of two (2) years end shall consist of the follow-
ing nemed persons:

Sister Olivia to serve two (2) years
Sister Clotilda to serve two (2) years
Sister Veronica to serve two (2) years
Sister Petrina to serve two (2) yea}s and

Sister Stanislaus to serve two (2) years and their

successors shall be elected for a term of three (3) years, by the
persons who are either original incorporators or may be hereafter
admitted as members of this organization., The election of such
Trustees hereafter to be elected, shall be by ballot, within the
Month of July every third year, on such a day of said Month, as the
Board of trustees may appoint. All vacancies in the Board shall

be filled by selection by the remeining members of the Board for
the unexpired term and all elections shall be by ballot.

The Seal shall be a disk inscribed as follows
on the Margin the wordss "Sisters of St. Francis
of Oldenburg, Indiena" and in the Center a device, ~ -
e Heart, surmounted by a Cross and surrounded by a = - e
crown of thorns end an impression thereof is as ' ' :
follows:
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The purpose of the Corporation is to train and qualify females
.for teaching public and parochial schools and it shall be maintained
by gifts, devices, contributions and such tuition fees as may be
exacted, and in case the corporation becomes extinct, its property,
right and franchises shall all revert to and become the property of
the Rt. Revs Bishop of the diocese of the Roman Catholic Church in
which the property is situated. The residence of all the incorpore-
tors is the Convent of the Immaculate Conception in Oldenburg,
Franklin County, Indiana.

By Laws., I. The Board of Trustess and the members of the Corporation
agree that only those Sisters shall be admitted as
members of this organization, who have made their
perpetual vows.

I7. If any member of the Sisterhood either belonging to
this organization, or not as yet admitted as a member,
shall leave the community voluntarily or by constraint,
such a member will have no claim to any part of the
property of this corporation; nor will such a member
be entitled to any fees, or salary for services rendered
to the community.

34 24 e ok ke ok e e e ¢

Certificate

State of Indiana SS:
Office of the Secretary of State,

I, W. R. Myers, Secretary of State of the State of Indiana, do
hereby certify that the Articles of Incorporation of the Sisters of
St. Francis of Oldenburg were filed in the office of the Secretary of
State of the State of Indiena and that said articles are now on file
in said office this 2lst day of October 1885,

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed
the Seal of the State of Indiana, at the city of
Indianapolis, this 2lst day of October, A.D., 1885,

(Signature) W. R. Myers

Secretary of State.
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II

DECREE OF PROVISIONAL PAPAIL APPROBATION

The Constitutions of the Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis,
of the Congregation of Oldenburg, Diocese of Vincennes, in the United
States of North America, having been submitted for revision to this
Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Christian name, a
Commission especially appointed for this purpose under the presidency
of His Eminence, Cardinal Camillus Magzella, discuseed them in mature
exemination, and deemed the aforesaid Oldenburg Institute of Sisters
of the Third Order of St. Francis very commendable and deserving of
well-merited praise: 1its Constitubions, however, into which the

- modifications exhibited in the present copy are to be inserted, shall
be again submitted to this Sacred Congress after an experiment of five
years. Which sentence, having been referred to our Most Holy Lord,
Pope Leo XIII, by the subscribed Secretary of this Sacred Congregation,
was benignly approved and confirmed by His Holiness, who ordered the
present Decree relating to this matter to be issued.

Given at Rome, from the palace of the S. Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith, on the 5th day of August, 1891.

John, Card. Simeoni, Prefect.

Ignatius, Archb. of Damiata, Secretary,
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III
DECREE OF FINAL PAPAL APPROBATION

The Sisters of the Third Order Regular of St. Francis, whose
Mother House is situated at Oldenburg, in the Diocese of Indienapolis,
in the United States of North America, having urgently requested this
Sacred Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith, that their
Institute be approved by the Holy See, and that its Constitutions,
which, in the year 1891, were already given a probationary approval
for five years, be confirmed for all future times, the Most Reverend
Commission for the Examination of New Rules of Religious Institutes,
to whom the matler was referred, under the presidency of His Eminence,
Camillus Mazzsella, Cardinal of the Holy Roman Catholic Church, has
deemed it expedient to issue the following resolutions.

As the aforementioned Institute is recommended in terms of the
highest praise by the Right Rev. Ordinaries in whose dioceses there
are. houses of the Sisters, because of its usefulness, and because
the modifications communicated to the Sisters by decree of August 5,
1891, have been faithfully carried out by them, therefore this
Commission deems it advisable to grant the Decree of Approbation
to the aforenamed Institute of the Sisters of the Third Order
Regular of St. Francis, of the Oldenburg Commmity, and to approve
for all future their Constitutions, provided the corrections made
by the same Most Rev. Commission be incorporated in the text in
accordance with the copy accompanying this Decree.

This resolution, which in an audience of August 1, 1899, was
referred to OQur Holy Father Pope Leo XIII by the undersigned Secretary
of the abovenamed Sacred Congregation of the Propagation of the
Faith, His Holiness fully ratifies and confirms and orders the
present Decree bearing thereon to be issued.

Given in Rome, from the Palace of the Sacred Congregatioﬁ of
the Propagation of the Faith, August 7, 1899,

For His Eminence the Cardinal Prefect,

Aloysius Veccia, Secretary.
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TABIE I

NAME, LOCATION, DATE OF ACCEPTANCE, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE SCHOOLS ACCEPTED BY THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOTHER THERESA

‘ ' Date of Number of

Name Location Acceptance Teachers
l. Holy Family Oldenburg, Ind. 1851 1
2+ St. John Baptist Dover, Ind. 1855 3
3. St. Joseph St. Leon, Ind. 18565 3
4, St. Michsel Brookville, Ind. 18565 2
6. St. Philomena Wolf Creek, Ind. | 1856 2
6. St. Peter Blue Creek, Ind. 1856 2
M. St. Mary of the Rocks| Pipe Creek, Ind. 1856 3
8. Sts. Peter and Paul | New Alsace, Ind. 1858 2
9. Holy Trinity St. Louis, Mo. 1859 3
10. S5t. Anthony Morris, Ind. . 1860 2
11. 8te. Nicholeas Ste Nicholas, Ind} 1860 2
12. 8t, Martin Yorkville, Ind. 1860 2
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NAVE, LOCATION, DATE OF ACCEPTANCE, AND NUMBER COF TEACHERS
OF THE SCHOOLS ACCEPTED BY THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS

DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOTHER ANTONIA

] T Date of [ Number of
Name Location Acceptance Teachers
l. St. Vincent Prescott, Ind. 1860 3
2. St. Boniface New Vienna, lowe 1861 3
3. St. Stephen Newport, Ky 1861 4
4, St. John Evangelist | Carrolton, Ky. 1861 3
5o Mother of God Covington, Ky. 1862 3
6. St. Mary Indisnapolis, Ind.- 1864 3
7. St. Andrew Richmond, Ind. 1864 2
8. St. Mary Lanesville, Ind. 1865 2
9. St. Aloysius Covington, Ky. 1866 2
10, St. John Evengelist | Lewisburg, Ky. 1866 2
11, St. Lawrence Lawrenceburg, Ind. 1867 3
12, S§t. John Scottsville, Ind. 1867 2
13, St., Amn COVington, Ky. 1868 3
. 14. 'St. Mary New Albany, Ind. 1868 5
1s. st. Mary Eva.nSVille, Ind. 1869 3
16, St. Michael Cannelton, Ind. 1869 3
17. Holy Cross Baden, Mo, 1869 2
18. 8t. Joseph St. Joseph's Hill,
' Ind. 1870 3
19, St. John Evangelist | Enochsburg, Ind. 18m0 3
20. Immaculate
Conception Millhousen, Ind. 1870 3
2l. St. Peter St. Peters, MNo. 1871 3
22. 8t. Louis Batesville, Ind. 1872 2
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NAME, LOCATION, DATE OF ACCEPTANCE, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE SCHOOLS ACCEPTED BY THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOTHER MICHAELA

™ Date of | Number or
Name Location Acceptance Teachers
l. St. Mary North Vernon, Ind. 1872 3
- 2. Holy Trinity Edinburg, Ind. 1872 2
3. 8t. Joseph Shelbyville, Ind. 1872 3
4, B8t. Joseph St. Joseph, Ind. 1875 3
5. Ste. Mary Greensburg, Ind. 1876 3
6+ St. Wendelin Ste. Wendel, Ind. 1876 3
7. 8t. Clement St. Bernard, Ohio 1876 3
8, St. Paul Tell City, Ind. 1879 3
9. St. Charles Carthage, Ohio 1880 2
10. 8t. John Middletown, Ohio 1880 2
ll. St. Nery Aurora, Ind, 1880 3
12. 8t. Amn Hamburg, Ind. 1880 2
13. St. Maurice St. Maurice, Ind. 1880 2
l14. St. Maurice Napoleon, Ind. 1880 2
15, Immaculeate
: Conception Rushville, Ind. 1881 3
16, 8St, Bridget Indisnapolis, Ind. 1881 3
17. St. Metthew Mount Vernon, Ind. 1881 3
18, St. Bonaventure Cincinnati, Ohio 1882 3
19. Annunciastion Brezil, Ind. lgs2 3
20. St. Mary Bridgeton, Mo. 1884 2
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NAVE, LOCATION, DATE OF ACCEPTANCE, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE SCHOOLS ACCEPTED BY THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOTHER OLIVIA

e —

! " Date of | Number of
Name Location Acceptance Teachers
l. S8t. Pastrick Minonk, Il1l. 1885 3
2. 8t. Michasel Cincinnati, Ohio 1885 4
3. Seaered Heart Cincinnati, Ohio 1886 4
4., Guardian Angels Cedar Grove, Ind. 1886 2
B, Our Ledy of
Perpstual Help Cineinnati, Ohio 1887 4
6. St. Peter New Richmond, Ohioc 1887 2
7« Ste Mary Bloomington, Ill. 1888 3
+ 8¢ Ste. Anthony Evansville, Ind. 1888 4
9. St. Anthony Streator, Ill. 1889 3
10, St. Aloysius Delhi, Ohio, 1889 2
11. s8t. Leo Cincinnati, Ohio 1890 2
12. St. Boniface Wichita, Kan. 1890 3
13+ 8St. Francis Cineinnati, Ohio 1891 7
l14. Our Lady of
Victory Delhi, OChio 1892 2
15, St. Ann . Indianapolis, Ind. 1892 1
lé. St. Henry St. Louis, Mo 1895 5
17. 8t. Joseph Cincinnati, Ohio 1897 6
18. 8t. Joseph Princeton, Ind. 1898 3
19, St. Aloysius Bridgetown, Ohio 1899 4
20, Our Lady of Sorrows| Kansas City, lMoe. 1899 5
21. St. Ignatius Peers, Mo. 1801 3
22. Immaculsate
Conception Higginsville, Mo. 1901 3
23, Stes Francis Kensas City, Mo. 1902 5
24. St. Catherine Cincinnati, Ohio 1904 7
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T Date of | Number of
Name Location Acceptance Teachers

25, St. Francis de Sales Indianapolis, Ind. 19056 7
26, Immsculate

Concaption 0ld Monroe, Mo. 1906 4
27. St. James White Oak, Ohio 1907 5
28, Sacred Heart ‘ Clinton, Ind. 1907 8
29, St. Vincent de Paul Bedford, Ind. 1908 8
30, Immaculate

Conception Augusta, Mo. 1908 3
3l. Ste. Agnes Evansville, Ind. 1910 5
32, Ste. Monica Kansas City, Mo. 1910 3
33. Our Lady of Lourdes Indianapolis, Ind. 1911 6
34, Immaculate

Conception Kankakee, 111, 1912 3
35. Ste. Pius Cincinnati, Chio 1911 8
36, 8t. Bridget Kensas City, Kan. 1911 2
37. St. Amn Hamilton, Ohio 1911 10
38, St. Clare Cincinnati, Ohio 1912 5
39. St. Peter Hamilton, Ohio 1912 7
40. Ste. Peter Chillicothe, Ohio 1915 6
4l. Holy Trinity Indianapolis, Ind. 1915 9
42. St. Anthony Dayton, Ohio 1915 16
43, St. Bernard Taylor Creek, Ohio 19186 4
44, 8t. Clement Bowling Green, Mo. 1917 3
45, St. Bernard Fort Branch, Ind. 19817 2
46, St. Anthony Garden Plain, Mo. 1918 3
47. 8t. Joseph Park View, New Mex 1918 4
48, St. Boniface Peoria, Ill. 1919 8
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NAME, LOCATION, DATE OF ACCEPTANCE, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE SCHOOLS ACCEPTED BY THE SISTERS OF 8T. FRANCIS

TABLE &

DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOTHER VENERANDA
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- a T Date of Number of

Neme Location Acceptence Teachers
l. St. amn North Vernon, Ind. 1921 3
2+ 8t. Joseph of ,
Nazareth Cincinnati, Ohio 1921 7
3+ Ste Catherine St. Louis, Ho. 1922 4
4. Holy Name Indienapolis, Ind. 1922 3
He St. Vincent de Paul Cineinnati, Ohio 1922 3
6. St. Vincent Home Vincemnes, Ind. 1922 8
7. BElder High School Cincinneati, Ohio 1922 2
8. San Jose Carlsbad, N. Mex. 1923 4.

9. Infant Jesus Tierre Amarilla, ‘

No Mex. 1923 4
10. st, Bermard Cincinnati, Ohio 1925 3

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TABLE 6

NAME, LOCATION, DATE OF ACCEPTANCE, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE SCHOOLS ACCEPTED BY THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS

DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF MOTHER CLARISSA
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" Date of Rumber of

Name Location Acceptance | Teachers
l. St. Gabriel Comnersville, Ind. 1926 6
2. Little Flower Indienapolis, Ind. 1926 6
3. St. Joseph Slaton, Texas 1927 3
4, Our Lady of Angels | St. Bernard, Ohio 1928 17
5. Our Lady of Mercy Dayton, Chio 1929 3
6. St., Xavier ) Ste. Xavier, Mon. 1935 - 4
7. Ste Charles Pryor, MNon. 1937 2
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TABLE 7

NAME, LCCATION, ENROLLMENT, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE ELEMENTARY PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS OF THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS

IN CHIO, 1942-1943
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Number of
Neme Location Enrollment Teachers
l. St. Peter Chillieothe, O. S 111 4
2. Our Lady of Perpetual )

' Help Cincinnati, Ohio 190 5
3+ OQur Lady of Victory Cincinnati, Ohio 152 5
4, St. Aloysius Cincinnati, Ohio 401 9
5. St. Bernard Cincinnati, Ohio 168 4
6. St. Bonaventure Cineinnati, Ohio 571 16
7« 8St. Catherine Cincinnati, Ohio 331 8
8. 8t. Cleare Cineinnati, Ohio 254 6

9. 8t. Francis Cineinnati, Ohio 400 11
10, St. Joseph Cincinnati, Ohio 190 5
11. 8t. Joseph of
Nazareth Cincinnati, Ohio 148 ]
12, St. Leo Cincinnati, Ohio 567 11
13. St. Michael Cincinnati, Ohic 173 5
14, 5t. Pius Cineinnati, Ohio 238 6
15. 8St. Vincent de Paul Cinecinnati, Ohio 108 3
16, Sacred Heart Cinocinnati, Ohio 307 8
17, OQur Lady of Mercy Dayton, Ohio 272 6
18, St. Anthony Dayton, Ohio 814 18
19. 8t. Aloysius Delhi, Ohio 128 4
20. St. Ann Hemilton, Ohio 372 8
21. St. Peter Hamilton, Ohio 231 8
22, 8t. John Middletown, Ohio 196 5
23. Ste. Peter New Richmond, Ohio 43 2
24. St. Bernard Taylor Creek, Ohio 73 3
25. 8t. Jenes White OaK, Ohio 243 5
Total 6681 168
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OF THE ELEMENTARY PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS OF THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS

IN INDIANA, 19421943

= T Number of
Name Location Hﬁnréllment Teachers
1. Ste Mary Aurora, Ind. 96 3
2. St. Louis Batesville, Ind. 287 8
3. Ste. Vincent de Paul | Bedford, Ind. 132 4
4, St. Michael Brookville, Ind. 164 4
5. Sacred Heart Clinton, Ind, 103 3
6. St. Gabriel Connersville, Indd{ 227 6
Te St. Agnes Evansville, Ind. 160 5
8. Ste Anthony | Evensville, Ind,. 533 12
9. St. Joseph Evansville, Ind. 90 3
10. St. Mary Evansville, Ind. 147 . 4
1l. St. Wendel Evansville, Inde. 134 4
12, Immaculate
Conception Greensburg, Ind. 95 3
13. Holy Neme Indianapolis, Ipds 179 4
14, Holy Rosary Indianapolis, Ipd, 116 . 4
16, Holy Trinity Indianepolis, Indg 220 6
16. Little Flower Indianapolis, Ind4 478 10
17. Our Lady of Lourdes | Indianapolis, Ind, 340 8
18. St. Francis de
Sales Indianapolis, Ind, 243 6
19, St. Lawrence Lewrenceburg, Ind{ 134 4
20. 8t. Anthony Morris, Ind. 88 3
2l. St. Mary New Albany, Ind. 310 8
22. B8t. Mary North Vernon, Ind, 158 4
23. 8t. Joseph Princeton, Ind. 73 4
24, Sts Andrew Richmond, Ind. 265 8.
25. Ste Mary Rushville, Ind. 87 3
26. S8t. Joseph Shelbyville, Ind. 125 4
27. Ste. Vincent Shelbyville, Ind. 56 2
28. St. Nicholas Sunmen, Ind. 40 2
29« St. Vincent Home Vincennes, Ind. 106 6
Total 5344 149
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NAME, LOCATION, ENROLLMENT, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE ELEMENTARY PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS OF THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
IN MISSOURI, ILLINOIS, MONTANA, AND KENTUCKY, 1942-1943
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- ” T " Number of
Name TLocation’ Enrollment Teachers
MISSOURI
T. St. Clement Bowling Green, Mo. 72 3
2. B8t. Mary Bridgeton, Mo, 105 3
3. Our Lady of Sorrows Kansas City, Moe. 147 4
4, 8t. Francis Kansas City, Mo. 139 5
5. 8t. Monica Kansas City, Mo. 101 3
6. Immeculate
Conception 0ld Monroe, Mo, 123 4
"Te Ste Francis Portage de Sioux,
Yo B9 2
8. Holy Cross St. Louis, Mo. 249 6
9« Holy Trinity St. Louis, Mo. 430 8
10. St. Catherine St. Louis, Mo. 133 4
11, 8St. Henry St. Louis, Ho. 161 5
ILLINOIS
« St. Mary Bloomington, Ill. 142 4
2. 8t. Patrick Minonk, I1l. 60 3
3« St. Anthony Streator, Ill. 174 4
~'MONTANA
I.. St. Charles Pryor, Mon. 34 2.
2. 8te. Xavier St. Xavier, Non. 110 2
RKENTUCKY
1. St. Aloysius Covington 264 8
Total | 2073 62
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NAME, LOCATION, ENROLLMENT, AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS
OF THE ELEMENTARY PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS
IN INDIANA, NEW MEXICO, AND OHIO, 1942-1943
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Number of
Name Location Enrollment Teachers
INDIANA
l. Ste Peter Brookville, Ind. 66 2
2, St. Amm Hamburg, Ind. 52 2
3. St. John Dover, Ind. 55 2
4, 8t. Mary Lanesville, Ind. 86 3
5. 8t. M‘a.ry Millhousen, Ind. 209 5
6, St. Paul New Alsace, Ind. 66 2
7. Holy Family Oldenburg, Ind. 162 4
8, St. Joseph St. Leon, Ind. 51 2
9., S8t. Mary St. Mary of the
Rocks, Ind. 80 2
10, St. Martin Yorkville, Ind. 52 2
NEW MEXICO
1. 8t. Joseph Park View, N. Mex. 160 5
2. Infant Jesus Tierra Amerills,
Ne Mex. 200 5
QHIO
l. St. Clement St. Bermard, Ohio 700 23
Totgal 1939 36
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