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Executive Summary

National Prescription Monitoring Database for the Tracking of Controlled Substances

	Diversion of controlled substances is a major issue in the U.S. This issue contributes to the current drug crisis in America. Individual Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs (PDMPs) in each state are part of the problem. These programs track controlled substances but they are often difficult to use, unintuitive, inaccessible to providers, controlled by multiple agencies, optional for prescribers to use, lack adequate security, lack EHR interoperability, and the individual state databases do not communicate with each other.
	A national database is needed in order to track substances across state lines. The database needs to have an intuitive interface, encourage consistent use, be accessible to authorized individuals, exceptionally secure, interoperable with multiple EHR platforms, and it needs to have unique patient identifiers to link patients with their data in order to track them across the country.
	This database will help to track controlled substances and prevent their diversion and abuse. This will help prevent deaths due to overdose and help to identify at-risk individuals so that they may receive treatment. Providers will also be protected because they need to be able to prescribe medications for legitimate medical conditions and do so with the knowledge that the medications aren’t being diverted or abused.
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