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CHAPTER I  

DEFINITICN OP THE PROHUM

Purpose o f the  Study

The purpose o f  t h i s  study  i s  to  d iscu ss e f f o r t s  o f  Kentuckians to  

e s ta b lis h  a permanent pub lic  u n iversity*  With ro o ts  extending back to  

1730, T ransylvania U n iv ersity  served a s  K entucky's quasi p u b lic  univer­

s i t y  u n t i l  1365, *h«n she l o s t  h e r nominal id e n t i ty  in  a  merger w ith  

Kentucky U n iv ersity  under th e  name o f  th e  la t t e r *  In  a ttem pting  to  

e s ta b lis h  a  u n iv e rs ity , Kentuckians became involved in  a number o f  con­

t ro v e r s ie s ,  r e l ig io u s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p e rso n a l, which seem to  have been 

stum bling blocks in  t h e i r  road to  progress* However, in  s p i te  o f  th e se  

c o n tro v e rs ie s , c i t iz e n s  o f  Kentucky were ab le  to  make some educa tio n a l 

c o n tr ib u tio n s  in  th e  f ie ld s  o f  the  a r t s  and sc ien ces, and p ro fe ss io n a l 

t r a in in g  in  medicine and law , th e  l a t t e r  being emphasized* In  evalu­

a tin g  th e  c e n tra l  purpose ( e f f o r ts  o f  Kentuckians to  e s ta b lis h  a  perma­

nen t pub lic  u n iv e rs i ty ) ,  i t  i s  purposefu l to  observe the  co n tro v ers ie s  

th a t  h indered  T ran sy lv an ia 's  p rogress and to  enumerate th e  accomplish­

ments th a t  brought T ransylvania p ra ise*  Through th i s  d iscu ssio n  many 

o f  th e  im portant phases o f  th e  h is to ry  o f Transylvania U n iv ersity  a re  

unveiled*

C en tra l Themes

Three c e n tra l  themes, (1) e f fo r ts  to  e s ta b lis h  a  s ta t e  u n iv e rs ity ;

1
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(2) co n tro v e rs ie s , r e l ig io u s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p erso n a l; and (3 ) p ro fes­

s io n a l education  co n tr ib u tio n s ; extend v i r tu a l ly  through th e  e n t i re  

h is to ry  o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity .

E f fo r ts  to  e s ta b lis h  a s t a t e  u n iv e rs i ty . —A s ig n if ic a n t thene in  

T ran sy lv an ia 's  h is to ry  i s  the idea  o f a  g re a t c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity  w ith 

"feed ers” throughout the  s ta t e .  P lans fo r  T ran sy lv an ia 's  becoming a 

g re a t c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity  were made befo re  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  V irg in ia  

c e n tr a l  u n iv e rs ity  p lan , o r ig in a te d  by Thomas Je ffe rso n , was inaugurated*

The h is to ry  o f  T ransylvania d i v e r s i t y ,  perhaps as  much a s  th a t  

o f  any o th e r  u n iv e rs i ty , i s  ty p ic a l  o f  a  number o f  co lleg es  th a t  d ep ic t 

th e  s tru g g le  o f  h ig h er education in  th e  United S ta te s  between the  

R evolutionary and the  C iv il  Wars. Since Kentucky was one o f  th e  fo u r , 

along w ith Vermont, Maine, and Texas, o f th e  twenty-one new s ta te s  

adm itted  to  the Union befo re  th e  C iv il  War th a t  d id  no t rece iv e  Con­

g re ss io n a l lan d  g ra n ts , h e r problem in  e s ta b lish in g  a s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  

was a  d i f f i c u l t  one and was somewhat s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  the o r ig in a l

s ta te s  o f  G eorgia, North C aro lina , South C aro lin a , Maryland, V irg in ia ,
1

and Delaware. In  a d d itio n  to  Kentucky, one o th e r  s ta te  w ithout a

1
Four o f  the  o r ig in a l  s ta te s  in  th e  E a s t ,  v iz . . M assachusetts, 

C onnecticu t, Rhode I s la n d , and Mew Je rse y , r e s o lu te ly  re fu sed  to  follow  
th e  new id e a ls  o f  a "rev o lu tio n ary ” type o f  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity , and th re e ,  
v i z . ,  Hew fo rk , Pennsylvania, and Mew Hampshire, a f t e r  a  b r ie f  p e r i­
od o f  experim entation , f in a l ly  decided n o t to  follow  the  new and 
"revo lu tionary" conceptions o f a s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  advocated in  th a t  
day. Of th e  seventeen new s ta te s  adm itted  to  th e  Union rece iv in g  
land  g ra n ts ,  tw elve, v i z . ,  Tennessee, Ohio, L ouisiana, In d ian a , Mis­
s is s ip p i ,  Alabama, M issouri, M ichigan, Iowa, W isconsin, C a lifo rn ia ,
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Congressional lan d  g ra n t, Vermont, e s ta b lish e d  a  s ta te  u n iv e rs i ty  p r io r  

to  th e  C iv il  War, b u t Maine and Texas d id  not found a n te  bellum s ta te  

u n iv e rs itie s*

The U n iv e rs ity  o f  V irg in ia  in  th e  South and the  U n iv ersity  o f 

Michigan in  the  North have g en era lly  been conceded by ed u ca tio n a l 

h is to r ia n s  to  have achieved g re a te r  success during th e  period  before 

th e  C iv il  War th an  perhaps any o f th e  o th e r s ta te  or quasi s ta te  uni­

v e r s i t i e s  in  th e  nation* However, s in ce  th e  h is to ry  o f  T ransylvania 

U n iversity  has remained in  a  very dormant s t a t e ,  in  s p i te  o f  th e  p u b li­

c a tio n  o f  many monographs and a r t i c l e s  d escrib in g  c e r ta in  phases o f  h er 

h is to r y ,  her h is to ry  has n o t been as w e ll known a s  those  o f th e  s ta te  

u n iv e r s i t ie s  o f  V irg in ia  and Michigan* Since the  h is to ry  o f th e  d i ­

v e r s i ty  o f  Michigan beg ins in  1337* th e re  i s  a long p erio d  o f  Transyl­

vania h is to ry  w ith  which th e re  was no comparable i n s t i tu t io n  in  th e  

North o r  West fo r th e  p e rio d  p r io r  to  th a t  time* In  a comparison of 

T ransylvania U n iv ersity  and th e  U n iv ersity  o f  V irg in ia , i t  i s  found 

th a t  th e  fo m e r  com pletely o u ts tr ip p e d  th e  l a t t e r  f o r  th e  decade 1317 

to  1327, and Transylvania competed on an equal, i f  n o t a su p erio r  b a s is ,  

With th e  Je ffe rso n ia n  in s t i tu t io n  fo r  many of th e  o th e r periods p r io r

and M innesota, e s ta b lish e d  th i r te e n  s ta te  u n iv e r s i t ie s  (Ohio had two)* 
No s ta te  u n iv e rs i t ie s  were e s ta b lish e d  before th e  C iv il  War in  th e  
re ma i ning  f iv e  new s ta te s  rece iv in g  C ongressional land  g ra n ts , v iz *. 
I l l i n o i s ,  A rkansas, F lo r id a , Oregon, and Kansas* For a  f a th e r  d is ­
cussion  o f t h i s  s u b je c t, see Donald G* Tewksbury, The Founding o f  
American C olleges and U n iv e rs itie s  Before th e  C iv il  W«r.  New York: 
Bureau o f  P u b lic a tio n s , Teachers C ollege, Columbia U n iv e rs ity , 1932. 
Pp. x  /  254.
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2to  th e  C iv il  War* Thus one, p o ss ib ly  th e  most im portan t,  aspect o f  

T ran sy lv an ia 's  h is to ry  i s  h e r  s ig n ifican ce  as  a quasi s ta te  u n iv e rs i ty . 

Then, th e  rep ea ted  a ttem pts o f some su p p o rte rs  o f  Transylvania to  

e s ta b lis h  a c e n tr a l ,  se c u la r , and l i b e r a l  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  i s  a  theme 

extending throughout th e  study*

C ontroversies, r e l ig io u s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p erso n a l.—P a rtis a n  

s t r i f e  ev id en tly  faced  Transylvania from i t s  v ery  o u ts e t ,  as  th e  Ken­

tucky  G azette . Kentucky*s f i r s t  newspaper, pub lished  l e t t e r s  which 

o u tlin e d  two d is t in c t iv e  ph ilo soph ies  o f  education a s  e a r ly  as  1787*

The view point taken by one h e ld  th a t  T ransy lvan ia , which was founded 

by th e  P re sb y te rian s , should have as i t s  prim ary o b je c tiv e , an emphasis 

upon re lig io n *  To th e  P resby terians and t h e i r  Cal v i n i s t i c  a l l i e s ,  th e  

A ssocia te  Reformed and (C a lv in is tic )  B a p tis ts ,  r e l ig io n  meant something 

q u ite  d if f e re n t  from what i t  meant to  some o f th e  more l i b e r a l  groups* 

C e rta in ly  th e  P re sb y te rian s ,  g en e ra lly , were a t  no lo s s  to  exp la in  

th a t  r e l ig io n  was what John Calvin had sa id  i t  was, and f u r th e r  i t  was 

what th e  young m in is te rs ,  who had s tu d ie d  a t  P r in c e to n 's  th e o lo g ic a l 

sem inary, had s a id  i t  was* R elig ion  to  th e  P resb y te rian  se c ta r ia n s  

meant P resb y te rian  theo logy . Calvinism to  th e  P resb y te rian s  and th e i r  

a l l i e s  was "orthodoxy;" anything c o n f lic tin g  w ith  P resb y te rian  teach­

ings was "unorthodox* and n o t to  be to le ra te d *  Since Transylvania was 

founded by V irg in ia  P re sb y te rian s , i t s  e a r ly  c o n tro l was su b jec t to  a

2
See John S . P a tto n , Je ffe rso n . C abell and the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  

V irg in ia * New York: The Neale P ublish ing  C o., 1906. Pp. v i i i  /  38O.
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ra th e r  narrow P resb y te rian  sec tarian ism  o f th i s  period* Although few 

in  number th e  P resb y te rian s  had developed an in t e l l ig e n t s i a ,  which 

occupied many p o s itio n s  o f  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  and t r u s t  in  V irg in ia , and 

l a t e r ,  in  young Kentucky. A n tic ip a tin g  th e  development o f  Western 

V irg in ia  in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry , th e  P resby- 

t e r ia n s ,  a f t e r  e s ta b lish in g  two co lleg es in  E aste rn  V irg in ia , pro­

ceeded to  make p re lim inary  arrangements fo r  a  co lleg e  in  W estern V ir­

g in ia  (D is t r ic t  o f  Kentucky). They succeeded in  ob ta in in g  c e r ta in  

concessions from th e  S ta te  o f V irg in ia  to  a id  them in  fu rth e rin g  t h e i r  

ed u ca tio n a l p la n . I t  i s  conceivable th a t  th ese  founders a n tic ip a te d  

a  c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity , f o r  th ey  rev ea led  such an idea in  t h e i r  e a r ly  

ch arte rs*

In  c o n tra s t to  th e  conception o f  re lig io n  held  by th e  Presby­

te r ia n s  th e re  was an i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  French Republican p o l i t i c a l  phi­

losophy in  the  United S ta te s  during th e  R evolutionary period* In ­

flu en ces  o f  t h i s  French philosophy were such th a t  la rg e  numbers o f  th e  

educated c la s se s  f e l t  compelled to  do more in tro sp e c tio n  in  regard  to  

t h e i r  p a r t ic u la r  creed , denom ination, o r s e c t .  This " free"  th in k in g  

about re l ig io u s  m a tte rs , ag a in , caused c e r ta in  in te l le c tu a ls  in  America 

to  adopt a  "e reed less"  r e l ig io n ,  a r e l ig io n  f re e  from th o se  concepts 

which tend  to  d iv ide  C h r is t ia n i ty  in to  denominations and s e c ts .  In  o th e r 

words, a r e l ig io n  based upon e th ic s  and "g rea t r e l ig io u s  p rin c ip le s"

3 The two co lleg es  were Washington (now Washington and Lee Uni­
v e r s i ty )  and L ib e rty  H all (now Hampden Sidney C o llege).
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came to  supplant th e  sec tarian ism  and denom inationalism  o f  many o f  th e  

educated people in  America. This type o f r e l ig io n  i s  defined  l a t e r  in  

th i s  chap ter as l ib e ra lis m  or as  a l ib e r a l  r e l ig io n .  I t  i s  in  t h i s  

sense th a t  l ib e ra lis m  i s  used in  t h i s  s tudy . Those adhering to  l ib e r a l ­

ism opposed th e  s t r i c t  sec ta rian ism  o f th e  P resb y te rian s  from th e  s t a r t .  

S ec ta rian  p lans and l i b e r a l  p lans fo r  T ransy lvan ia , which had been pub­

l i s h e d  in  th e  G azette , became the  b a s is  fo r  a long controversy  which 

plagued T ransy lvan ia’s development in to  a  s ig n if ic a n t c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity . 

Along w ith t h i s  l ib e r a l- s e c ta r ia n  controversy  were o th e r  c o n tro v e rs ie s , 

p e rso n a l, p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, r e l ig io u s ,  and s o c ia l ,  which, perhaps more 

th an  anything e ls e ,  prevented T ransy lvan ia’ s blossoming in to  genuine 

g rea tn ess  p r io r  to  the C iv il  War.

P ro fe ss io n a l education c o n tr ib u tio n s . —Wot th e  l e a s t  im portant in  

th e  h is to ry  o f  Transylvania U n iv ersity  were h er p ro fe ss io n a l schoo ls , 

m edicine and law . Since th ese  p ro fe ss io n a l schools were p ioneers and 

were prominent in  th e  development o f p ro fe ss io n a l schools in  America’s 

system of h ig h er education , t h e i r  h is to ry  i s  an in te re s t in g  and in te g ra l  

p a r t  o f  th e  s to ry  of T ransy lvan ia . A th i r d  theme o r  th re ad  extending 

through th i s  h is to ry  i s  th a t  cen tering  around th ese  p ro fe ss io n a l sch o o ls . 

During periods when the g en era l u sefu ln ess  o f  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools 

surpassed th a t  o f  th e  academic department th e i r  dec lin e  o r r i s e  was 

s ig n if ic a n t  to  th e  l a t t e r .  Once th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools were allowed 

to  decline  to  a low le v e l ,  th e  academic department was a ffe c te d  s im ila r ly .  

The s to ry  o f T ransy lvan ia’s su ccessfu l p ro fe ss io n a l schools i s  one th a t
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makes th e  h is to ry  o f Transylvania unique among American co lleg es  

e s ta b lish e d  i n  th e  R evolutionary period* Considered a s  a p ro fe ss io n a l 

ed u ca tio n a l team , T ran sy lv an ia 's  m edical and la v  schools le d  those  o f 

a l l  o th e r  u n iv e r s i t ie s  in  th e  United S ta te s  fo r a  q u a r te r  o f  a  cen tu ry , 

1819-1844.

D elim ita tion

The p resen t study i s  delim ited  to  th e  development o f th e  c e n tr a l  

themes as s e t  fo r th  h e re , w ith  no attem pt being made to  d iscu ss  s tuden t 

l i f e ,  c u r r ic u la ,  o r  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f  various in d iv id u a l p rofessors*  

Obviously, a l l  phases o f the e ig h ty -f iv e  year h is to ry  cannot be to ld  in  

a  s in g le  study, bu t th e  w r i te r  has attem pted to  s e le c t  those  phases o f 

T ran sy lv an ia 's  h is to ry  which most n e a r ly  describe  T ransy lvan ia , both a s  

an educational i n s t i tu t io n ,  and as a  phase o f th e  an te  bellum  h igher 

educational movement*

O rganization o f  th e  Study

Approach to  t h i s  study i s  made by both chronolog ical and to p ic a l  

d iscussions*  The chap ters a re  d iv ided  ch ro n o lo g ica lly  in to  e ig h t 

periods* "Pioneer Transylvania Seminary and U n iv e rs ity , 1780-1804," 

in c lu d es  a  d iscussion  on th e  form ative p erio d ; and "F resbyterian ism , 

Second R ise o f  L iberalism , and P ro fe ss io n a l Sehool Development, 1804- 

1818," d escrib es  ano ther p ioneer and developmental period  in  which a 

s e c ta r ia n  atmosphere was c rea ted  around T ransy lvan ia . Three ch ap te rs ,
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"L ib e ra l S ta te  U n iv ersity , 1818-1823J" "Challenge o f  L iberalism  and 

P ro fe ss io n a l Growth, 1823-1825i"  and "Beeline o f  L iberalism , 1825-1828," 

a re  concerned w ith  th e  r i s e  and decline o f  the  Holley adm in istra tion*

"Denominational and L ib era l In flu en ces; P ro fe ss io n a l Bainence, 

1828-1842," inc ludes d iscu ssio n s  o f  sev e ra l unsuccessfu l a ttem pts to  

secure denom inational support and a d iscu ss io n  of a reo rg an iza tio n  under 

a l i b e r a l  management. A fte r  an agreement between th e  academic depart­

ment and th e  M ethodists was reached, c e r ta in  in d ic a tio n s  po in ted  to  

a  b r i l l i a n t  p e rio d  o f  progress* Although th i s  period  was epochal, 

con troversy  between th e  N orthern and Southern branches o f th e  Church 

soon caused f r i c t io n  and Transylvania en te red  another perio d  o f  d ec lin e . 

"S urv ival through War, Postwar R eorgan ization , and O ther Problems, I 856-  

1865," describ es  th e  reo rg an iza tio n  o f  T ransylvania in to  what was 

v i r tu a l ly  a  s ta te  teach e rs  c o lle g e , a  p erio d  o f  decline during th e  C iv i l  

War and i t s  reo rg an iza tio n  in to  a schoo l, Kentucky U niversity*  which was 

th e  p aren t o f  th e  U n iv ersity  o f Kentucky and T ransylvania College*

Need fo r  th e  Study

Long have Kentuckians boasted  o f  T ran sy lv an ia 's  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  

American h igher education , bu t no where has t h i s  s to ry  been p resen ted  

o b je c tiv e ly . The s to ry  o f  Transylvania i s  woven around th e  p e r s o n a li t ie s  

o f  many men who were prominent in  an te  bellum American p o l i t i c a l  and 

s o c ia l  h is to ry *  Some o f  th ese  men were members o f h er board o f t r u s te e s ,  

some were h e r  p re s id e n ts , and o th e rs  were h er fa c u lty  members and students*
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T ransy lvan ia , a  reg io n a l u n iv e rs ity , graduated p ro fe ss io n a l and 

business  men who were e a s t in  lead ing  ro le s  in  a l l  phases o f  American 

l i f e *  The s to ry  o f T ransylvania f i l l s  a d e f in i te  need in  th e  f i e ld  o f  

ed u ca tio n a l h is to ry *

D efin itio n  of Terms

In  a d iscu ssio n  o f  th e  re l ig io u s  co n tro v ers ies  cen tered  around 

Transylvania some terms a r i s e ,  th e  meaning o f  which may not be c lear*  

In  o rd e r to  r e la te  th e se  events in  a s  c le a r  and concise language a s  

p o ss ib le  th e  fo llow ing term s a re  defined*

A rainianism o~*wArmlniani3m p e rta in s  to  th e  system o f  re l ig io u s  

theo logy  advanced by James Arminius (1560-1609), a  Dutch P ro te s ta n t 

theologian* The f iv e  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h i s  system a re :  (1) c o n d itio n a l

e le c tio n  and rep ro b a tio n , in  opposition  to  th e  ab so lu te  p re d e s tin a tio n  

tau g h t by G alvin; (2) u n iv e rsa l redem ption, o r  th a t  th e  atonement was 

made by C h ris t f o r  a l l  mankind, though none but b e lie v e rs  can be par­

ta k e rs  o f  th e  b e n e f it ;  (3 ) th a t  man, in  o rder to  ex e re ise  t r u e  f a i th ,  

must be regenera ted  and renewed by th e  o p era tio n  o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t ,  

which i s  th e  g i f t  o f  God; (4) th a t  man may r e s i s t  d iv ine  g race; (5) 

th a t  man may re lap se  from a s ta te  o f  grace—-in  opposition  t o  C a lv in 's  

d o c tr in e  o f  th e  perseverance o f  th e  sa in ts*  These a r t i c l e s  were con­

demned by th e  Synod o f  D ort, 1619, bu t have been widespread among 

P ro te s ta n t denominations* The theology o f th e  Wesleyans of Great 

B r ita in  and th e  M ethodists o f  America i s  Arminian* ^

k  See W illiam  A* N eilson , E d ito r , W ebster's  Hew In te rn a tio n a l
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Calvinism .—Calvinism r e fe r s  to  th e  th e o lo g ic a l te n e ts  o r doc­

t r in e s  o f  th e  French th eo lo g ian  and reform er, John Calvin (1509- 

1564) and h is  fo llo w ers , o r  o f  th e  so -c a lle d  C a lv in is tic  churches#

The d is tin g u ish in g  d o c trin e s  o f  t h i s  system , u su a lly  termed th e  Five 

P o in ts  o f  Calvinism , a re  e le c tio n  o r  p re d e s tin a tio n , lim ite d  atone­

m ent, t o t a l  d ep rav ity , i r r e s t i b i l i t y  o f  g race , and th e  perseverance 

o f  th e  sa in ts*  Calvinism e sp e c ia lly  emphasizes th e  sovereign ty  o f  

God in  th e  bestow al o f  g race . ^ Calvinism conceives o f  the  church 

a s  coextensive w ith th e  n a tu ra l community bu t does no t re a d ily  y ie ld  

c o n tro l o f  th e  church t o  th e  s t a t e .  In  i t s  in te rn a l  o rg an iza tio n  i t  

makes some concessions to  th e  democratic p r in c ip le  but subord inates 

th e  lo c a l  congregation to  the  in s t i tu t io n  and th e  l a i t y  to  th e  c le rg y . ^

Hopkinsianlsm.—Hopkinsianiam i s  th e  theology tau g h t by Samuel 

Hopkins (1721-1303), th e  New England th eo lo g ian , a  fo llow er o f  Jonathan 

Edwards. S p e c if ic a lly  i t  i s  th e  te n e t  th a t  one must be w illin g  to  be 

damned i f  th e  g lo ry  o f  God req u ire s  i t .  ^

L iberalism .—The p o s itio n  o f l ib e ra lis m  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  to  define  

th an  a re  organized re l ig io u s  denom inations. This i s  due to  th e  substance

D ic tio n ary  o f  th e  E nglish  Language. Second E d itio n , Unabridged, p . 150. 
S p r in g f ie ld , H ass.: G. and C. Merriam Co., 1940.

^ See ib id . .  p . 216.

* See H. R ichard Niebuhr, “P ro tes tan tism , * Bacvclopedia o f  th e  
S o c ia l S ciences. V ol. 12, p .  571. E d ited  by Edwin R. A. Seligpan and 
A lvin  Johnson. New Tork: Macmillan C o., 1934.

? See W illiam  A. N eilson , E d ito r , oj>. c i t . .  p . 861.
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XI

o f  l ib e ra lis m  i t s e l f *  which does n o t reg ard  t ru th  as  a  f ix e d  p o s it io n , 

h a t  which perce ives in te l l e c tu a l  a c t iv i ty  as th e  search o f  th e  in d iv id u a l 

fo r  t r u th ,  r e s t r i c t e d  only by th e  l im ita tio n s  o f  reason , and in  th e  case 

o f  C h r is t ia n s , by th e  Bible* To a  la rg e  ex ten t l ib e ra lism  in  t h i s  study 

r e f e r s  to  a l l  those  th e o lo g ic a l p o s itio n s  opposed to  Presbyterianism * 

P resb y te rian s  regarded a l l  o th e r  th e o lo g ic a l p o s itio n s  a s  h eresies*

David l i c e ,  w ritin g  in  1805, l i s t e d  th e se  " h e re tic a l"  p o s itio n s  in  th e  

o rder o f  th e i r  d ev ia tio n  from th e  abso lu te  t r u th  o f Calvinism a s  Arminian-

i a a ,  U niversalism , Pelagianiam , Sem i-Pelagianism , Arianism , Socianiam,
8Deism, and Atheism* L iberalism  has many shades o f  meaning in  t h i s  study* 

Thus, in  d iscussing  e a r ly  Kentucky l ib e ra lis m , in d iv id u a l p o s itio n s  o f 

se v e ra l key men, who had s u b s ta n tia l  numbers o f  fo llo w ers , must be d ie*  

cussed* Since th ese  men were no t o f th e  "orthodox" (P resb y terian ) f a i th ,  

and because th ey  su ffe red  fo r  t h e i r  b e l ie f s ,  in  some in s ta n c e s , a t  th e  

hands o f  th o se  who p ro fessed  to  be exponents o f r e l ig io u s  l i b e r ty ,  th ey  

were warm in  th e i r  in s is te n c e  upon sep ara tio n  o f  church and s ta te  and 

upon re l ig io u s  freedom. The attem pt by th ese  men to  e s ta b lis h  th e  

p r in c ip le  th a t  education should be concerned w ith  words, was an e f fo r t  

to  p reserve  t h e i r  p o in t o f  view* As th ey  p ra c tic e d  freedom o f  though t, 

in s i s te d  upon re l ig io u s  freedom, and were Republicans in  p o l i t i e s ,  fo r  

th e  most p a r t ,  th ey  could be designated Je ffe rso n ian  l ib e r a l s  o r  J e f f e r ­

sonian Republicans.

8 David l i c e ,  An E p is t le  to  th e  C itizen s of Kentuekv. pp. 9-10. 
Lexington, 1805* R eprinted in  Robert H* Bishop, O utline o f  th e  H isto ry  
o f  th e  Church* Lexington: Thomas T* Skillm an, 1^24*
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Socinianism .—“»Socinianim  r e fe r s  to  th e  te n e ts  or d o c tr in a l  system 

o f  Faustus Socinus, an  I t a l i a n  theo log ian  (1539-1604) ,  which was o r ig i­

n a ted  by him on th e  b a s is  o f  h in ts  and suggestions found in  th e  papers 

l e f t  by h is  uncle L aeliu s  Socinus (1525-1562)• Socinus denied the  

T r in i ty ,  th e  d iv in i ty  o f  C h r is t , th e  p e rso n a lity  o f the  D ev il, th e  n a tiv e  

and t o t a l  deprav ity  o f man, th e  su b s titu tio n a ry  atonement,  th e  e ff ic a c y  

o f  sacram ents, and th e  e te r n i ty  o f  fu tu re  punishment* His te n e ts  were 

th a t  C h ris t was a man m iracu lously  conceived by the  V irg in  Mary; th a t  

th e  Holy S p i r i t  i s  a  power o r in flu en ce  ex erted  by God; th a t  human s in  

was th e  im ita tio n  o f Adam's s in ,  and sa lv a tio n  something to  be achieved 

by th e  im ita tio n  of C h r is t 's  v i r tu e ;  th a t  th e  B ible i s  t o  be in te rp re te d  

by, and as  being in  accord w ith , human reason* The Soeinian movement, 

which was v igo rously  opposed by both Cath o l ic s  and P ro te s ta n ts ,  has long 

s in ce  ceased to  e x is t  in  organized form, b u t i t s  in flu en ce  has continued* ^

B ela ted  S tud ies

Numerous w r ite rs  have used Transylvania as  a sub jec t o f  study , but 

only a  few fundam entally s ig n if ic a n t works have been pub lish ed , and th ese  

cover only  c e r ta in  phases o f  th e  u n iv e r s i ty 's  h is to r y .  Lewis g ives an

o u tlin e  o f  th e  h is to ry  o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  in  h is  H is to ry  of
1©Higher Education in  th e  U nited S kates* This o u tlin e  i s  la rg e ly

^ See W illiam A* N eilson , E d ito r , op* c l t . . p .  2387.
10 A lvin F* Lewis, H isto ry  o f  Higher Education in  Kentucky*
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f a c tu a l  and does no t a ttem pt to  delve in to  th e  con troversies*  reo rg an i­

zations*  and ad m in is tra tiv e  p o lic ie s  o f th e  schoo l, nor a re  many o f th e  

prim ary sources used* Robert Davidson* in  h is  H isto ry  o f th e  P resb y te rian  

Church. ^  d iscusses th e  c o n f l ic t  o f  sec ta rian ism  versus l ib e ra lis m  from 

a  s t r i e t l y  orthodox P resb y te rian  view point• This work in  f a c t  may be 

regarded  la rg e ly  a s  a  transfo rm ation  o f the c o n tro v e rs ia l p a r ty  l i t e r a t u r e  

o f  th e  tim e in to  more permanent h is to ry *  I t  i s  r e g re t ta b le  th a t  t h i s  

work* both in accu ra te  and h ig h ly  eo lo red , should have become almost 

d e f in i t iv e  fo r  th e  e a r ly  h is to ry  o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . Robert and 

Johanna P e te r 's  T ransylvania U niversity* I t s  O rig in , R ise . D ecline, and 

F all*  which in  p a r t  answers Davidson* lacks th e  deep understanding o f

th e  la t te r *  although i t  i s  more accurate* Of th e  rec e n t works* N ie ls  H«
13Sonne's L ib e ra l Kentucky* 1780-1828* i s  a  c le a r  fu n c tio n a l p ic tu re  o f 

th e  H olley A dm inistra tion  from th e  re l ig io u s  viewpoint* and i t  t e l l s  o f  

th e  fo rces  a t  work* bo th  in  c rea tin g  and in  d estroy ing  t h i s  adm in istra tion*  

Judd 's  The Educational C ontribu tions o f  Horace Holley* ^  w hile covering

U* S* Bureau o f  Education* C ircu la r  o f  In form ation , No* 3* Washington: 
Government P r in tin g  O ffic e , 1899* Pp* 350. Lewis devotes pages 35-81 to  
T ransylvania Seminary and U n iv e rs ity .

Robert Davidson* H isto ry  of th e  P resb y te rian  Church In  Kentucky* 
New York: Robert C arte r  Co., 1847. Pp. v i i i  /  368* Davidson d iscu sses 
T ransylvania Seminary and U n iv e rs ity  on pages 288-320.

12 Robert P e te r  and Johanna P e te r ,  T ransylvania U niversity* I t s  
O rig in . R ise . D ecline, and F a l l* L o u isv ille :  The F ilso n  Club, 189©.
Pp. iv  f  202*

13 N ie ls  H* Sonne, L ib e ra l Kentucky* 1780-1828. New York: Columbia 
U n iv e rs ity  Press* 1939. Pp. x /  287* Sonne's study in c lu d es  ch ap te rs  on 
“E arly  T ransy lvan ia ,” pp. 46-77, and MA Revolution a t  T ransylvania Univer­
s i ty ,*  pp. 135-59* In  add ition*  th re e  o th e r  chap ters  d ea l w ith  l ib e r a l ­
ism v ersu s P resbyterian ism  during th e  H olley a d m in is tra tio n , pp. 160-262* 
These ch ap te rs  a re  t i t l e d  *H©raee H olley, L ib e ra l Theologian and Educator,* 
"L iberalism  on th e  Defensive** and "L iberalism  D efeated.*

14 Romie D. Judd, "The E ducational C ontribu tions o f Horace H olley ."
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somewhat th e  same period  a s  Sonne's s tudy , i s  no t n e a r ly  a s  s trong  a s  th e  

former*
15Charles K e r r ' s  "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity 's  Lav Department'' i s  a

va luab le  and en ligh ten ing  monograph d ea ling  w ith  the  in s tru c t io n  in  law

and p o l i t i c s  a t  Transylvania* Robert and Johanna P e te r 's  The H is to ry  o f
16th e  M edical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  i s  la rg e ly  a s e r ie s  

o f lau d a to ry  b iographies o f  th e  m edical p rofessors*  Hix’s  "The C o n flic t 

between P resbyterian ism  and Free-Thought in  th e  South, 1776-1838," ^  i s  

a study  s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  Sonne's except th a t  i t  d iscu sses  free-th o u g h t 

versus P resbyterian ism  throughout th e  South, w hile Sonne's work i s  

l im ite d  to  th e  s ta te  o f Kentucky. Sonne's study i s  cen tered  around th e  

in t e l l e c tu a l  cen te r o f  Kentucky a t  th a t  tim e , T ransylvania U n iv ersity  

a t  Lexington, w hile H ix 's  study touches upon T ransylvania U n iv ersity  

and th e  U n iv e rsity  o f  V irg in ia , bu t b ears  h e av ily  upon Thomas Cooper's 

a c t i v i t i e s  in  South C aro lina . Cooper's p o s itio n  in  South C arolina was 

p a r a l l e l  to  H o lley 's  in  Kentucky* They were both d riven  from th e i r  p o s ts

Unpublished D o cto r 's  th e s i s ,  George Peabody College fo r  Teachers, 1936* 
Pp. 157.

^  C harles K err, "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity 's  Lav Departm ent," 
Americana* 31 (January, 1937), 1-40*

^  Robert P e te r  and Johanna P e te r ,  The H isto ry  o f th e  Medical 
Department o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity .  L ouisville: Lhe F ilso n  Club,
1905* Pp. x  ft 193.

■̂7 Clarence E* Hix, "The C o n flic t between P re sb y te rian iaa  and Fre&- 
Thought in  th e  South, 1776-1838." Unpublished D o cto r 's  th e s i s ,  Univer­
s i t y  o f Chicago, 1937* Pp. i i  /  171.
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by th e  P re sb y te rian s .

Sources o f Data

This study i s  based p r in c ip a lly  upon prim ary sou rces, bu t some 

secondary b io g rap h ica l m a te r ia ls  a re  u t i l i z e d ,  due to  th e  very  la rg e  

number of prim ary sources involved and t o  th e  rem oteness o f  many 

prim ary sou rces. The prim ary sources inc lude  m anuscrip ts, le g a l  

documents, A cts o f  V irg in ia  and Kentucky, u n iv e rs ity  ca ta logues and 

announcements, magazines, newspapers, p ro fe ss io n a l J o u rn a ls ,  court 

d e c is io n s , addresses o f  th e  p re s id e n ts , and m iscellaneous p u b lic a tio n s , 

such as r e p o r ts ,  le c tu r e s ,  o ra tio n s , and l e t t e r s .  Secondary sources 

inc lude  Kentucky h i s to r ie s ,  educational h i s to r ie s ,  h i s to r ie s  o f  medi­

c in e , h is to r ie s  o f  law , r e la te d  s tu d ie s , books and p e r io d ic a l a r t i c l e s ,  

and b io g rap h ies .

Primary sources. —The b e s t sources o f m a te r ia l on T ransylvania

U n iv ers ity  a re  th e  c o lle c tio n  o f  m anuscripts contained  in  Transylvania
ISC ollege. These were catalogued by Lunger in  1911. Contained in  

t h i s  c o lle c tio n  a re  m inutes o f th e  Board o f  T ru s tees , numerous l e t t e r s ,  

d ia r ie s ,  r e c e ip ts ,  scrapbooks, and o th e r p ap e rs . The Eafinesque Papers, 

P e te r  Papers, Buchanan Papers, and some o f  th e  H olley M anuscripts have 

been added since  th e  ca ta logu ing . The P a tte rso n  M anuscripts a re  f i l e d  

in  th e  U n iv ersity  o f Kentucky and the Drake M anuscripts a re  owned by th e

Henry J • Lunger, "A Catalogue o f  th e  Unbound Documents o f Tran­
sy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity , 1783-1851.” Unpublished M aste r 's  t h e s i s ,  Transyl­
vania U n iv e rs ity , 1911. Pp. 191.
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Ohio S ta te  H is to r ic a l  Society* The c o lle c tio n  a t  th e  P resb y te rian

H is to r ic a l  S ocie ty  (P h ilad e lp h ia ) con ta in s a very  va luab le  f i l e  o f

l e t t e r s  and o th e r  papers on th e  e a r ly  y ears  o f  T ransylvania Seminary

and Transylvania U niversity* The Draper M anuscripts in  th e  W isconsin

S ta te  H is to r ic a l  Society  con tain  th ir ty - tw o  volumes o f  bound l e t t e r s

and o th e r m anuscripts* one o f th e  most s ig n if ic a n t being th e  D iary o f
19John Roehe. P ro fesso r o f  Ancient Languages, 1818-1829* These manu-

20s c r ip ts  a re  catalogued*
21Jo u rn a ls  o f th e  House o f  It» p resen ta tiv es . and Jo u rn a ls  o f  th e

22
S enate . con ta in  many re p o rts  and d iscu ssio n s  concerning p rospective  

le g is la t io n  a ffe e tin g  th e  u n iv ersity *  S ta tu te s  a t  Large con tain s th e  

a c ts  passed by th e  General Assembly of V irg in ia  w hile T ransylvania Semi* 

nary  was under th a t  s ta te  from 1780 to  1792. The S ta tu te  Law o f

^  Draper 17CC53-98*
20 O&londar o f the  Kentucky Papers o f the  Draper C o llec tio n  o f 

M anuscripts* W isconsin S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty . Calendar S e r ie s .
V ol. I I*  Madison: Published by th e  S o c ie ty , 1925* Pp. 624* (Pre­
pared  by Mabel C* Weaks) *

^  Jo u rn a ls  o f  th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es . 1792-1866.
Seventy-four volumes*

^  Jo u rn a ls  o f th e  Senate . 1792-1866* Sev en ty -th ree  volumes*

^  Wi l l iam W. Honing, E d ito r , The S ta tu te s  a t  Large: Being a 
C o llec tio n  o f  A ll  th e  Laws o f V irg in ia . Richmond: George Cochran, 
1810-23* T h irteen  volumes*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



17
Oh

Kentucky con ta ins th e  e a r ly  laws o f  Kentucky th a t  a f fe c te d  th e  u n iv e r-
25s ity *  A cts o f Kentucky include th e  a c ts  o f the s ta te  le g is la tu r e  th a t

have changed th e  re la t io n s h ip  o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  to  th e  s ta te *
26

Announcements and catalogues were issu ed  by the u n iv e rs ity  as a whole,
27 28and a t  in te rv a ls  fo r  th e  m edical school and th e  law school*

29
Newspapers most freq u en tly  used a re  those  published  in  Lexing­

to n , ^  bu t fo r  a  n a tio n a l view point N iles  Weekly R eg is te r  ^  and th e

^  W illiam  L i t t e l l ,  E d ito r , The S ta tu te  Law o f  Kentucky* F ran k fo rt: 
W illiam  Hunter,  1809-1819* Five volumes*

25 A cts o f  Kentucky* 1792-1866* S even ty -six  volumes*

^  Catalogues o f  th e  O ffic e rs  and S tudents o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity * 
L e x i n g t o n : T h e  U n iv ersity , 1 8 2 1 -1 8 5 5 * T i t le  v a r i e s * T h e s e  catalogues 
a re  very  rare*

27 Catalogues o f  th e  O ffice rs  and S tudents o f th e  M edical Department* 
Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lexington: The U n iv ersity . 1827-1856. T i t le  
v a ries*

^  Catalogues o i  th e  Law Department. T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity * 
Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , I 832 and 1851* Pp. 4  and 8 .

29 Some o f th e  contemporary newspaper m a te r ia ls  a re  c la s s i f ie d  
a s  secondary sources, depending upon whether they  a re  eye-w itness reports*

Kentucky G azette . 1787-1860*
Kentucky R eporter. 1808-1832.
Lexington Observer and Kentucky R eporter. 1832-1838*
Observer and R eporter . 1898-1840.
Lexington Observer and R eporter. I 84O-I865.
The Kentucky Statesman* 1849-1861*

N iles  Weekly R egister*  September, 1811-July, 1849* Seventyi»sixvolumes.Published at Baltimore, Washington, and Philadelphia.
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N ational In te lH g a n e e r  were consu lted . ^  Court decisions re v ea l in ­

form ation about th e  c o s ts  o f  the  M edical H all building* ^  and th e  

amount o f money recovered by Kentucky U n iv ers ity  fo r  damages to  Tran­

sy lv an ia  U n iv e rs ity 's  r e a l  p ro p erty  by tro o p s o f  th e  fe d e ra l occupation
OJL

during the  C iv il  War* Addresses o f p residen ts*  published  lec tu res*

pam phlets, rep o rts*  and o th er m iscellaneous published  m a te r ia l comprise

th e  prim ary m a te r ia ls  used* A few e a r ly  magazines and te c h n ic a l jo u rn a ls

were found u s e fh l.

Secondary sources*—Secondary sources used inc lude  such p u b lic a tio n s

as  Tewksbury’s The Founding of American C olleges and U n iv e rs itie s  before

th e  C iv il War* ^  Thwing's A H isto ry  o f Higher Education in  America. ^
37B u tts ' The College C harts I t s  Course. th e  D ictionary  o f American

32 N ational In te ll ig e n c e r .  1801-1865* Published a t  W ashington, D* C*

33 John McMurtry v . T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , P ayette  
C irc u it  Court* f i l e  996* June 2 , 1841*

3^ "D eposition of Madison G* Johnson," C ity  o f Lexington v* Kentucky 
U n iv e rs ity , F ayette  C irc u it c o u r t,  f i l e  1717* May 12, 1874* ”

33 Donald G* Tewksbury, The Founding o f American C olleges and Uni­
v e r s i t i e s  befo re  the  C iv il  War w ith  P a r tic u la r  Reference to  th e  R elig ious 
In flu en ces  Bearing upon the College Movement* New fo rk :  Bureau o f
P u b lic a tio n s , Teachers C ollege, Columbia U n iv ersity , 1932* Pp. x  /  254*

C harles F* Thwing, A H is to ry  o f Higher Education in  America.  New 
York: D. Appleton-Century C o., 1906. Pp. x l i i  /  501*

37 R. Freesian B u tts , The College C harts I t s  Coarse. H is to r ic a l  Con­
cep tions and C urrent P roposals . New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1939. 
Pp. 464.
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Biography. ^  Lewis1 H isto ry  o f  Higher Education in  Kentucky. ^  K err’ s
i  fk

H isto ry  o f Kentucky. and D avidson's H isto ry  o f  th e  P resb y te rian  Church 

in  Kentucky. ^

38
A llan Johnson and Dumas Malone, E d ito rs ,  D ictionary  o f American 

Biography. How York: C harles S c rib n e r’s  Sons, 192^1937. Twenty volumes
and Index.

39
A lvin F . Lewis, H is to ry  o f Higher Edacation in  Kentucky. U. S . 

Bureau o f  Education, C irc u la r  o f Inform ation , No. 3 * Washingtons Govern­
ment P r in tin g  O ffice , 1899* Pp. 350.

kO Charles K err, E d ito r , H isto ry  o f Kentucky (by W. E . Connelly and
E. M. C o u lte r) . New York: American H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , 1922. Five 
volumes.

41
Robert Davidson, H is to ry  o f  the  P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky.  

New York: Robert Carter Co., 1 8 4 7 . Pp. v i i i  /  368.
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CHAPTER I I  

PIONEER TRANSYLVANIA, 1780-1804

The purpose o f  t h i s  chap ter i s  to  d iscu ss  th e  form ative period  

in  T ransy lvan ia ' s  h is to ry *  Emphasized in  th i s  d iscu ssio n  a re  th e  

foundersf p lan  to  e s ta b lis h  a  c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity  w ith a system of 

p rep ara to ry  schools to  a c t as  fe e d e rs , th e  d iv is io n  o f  p a r ty  l in e s  

in to  a l i b e r a l  p a rty  and a P re sb y te r ia n -se c ta r ia n  p a r ty  a s  e a r ly  a s  

1787,  and th e  estab lishm ent o f p ro fe ss io n a l schoo ls , m edicine and 

law*

Transylvania Seminary, 1780-1799

Although a c ts  o f  1780 and 1783 au tho rized  th e  t ru s te e s  to  take 

a c tio n  toward th e  estab lishm ent o f  a  school, they  were not ab le  to  

open a school u n t i l  1785, which was only a grammar school* This school 

ap p aren tly  was a e tiv e  fo r  only one year* Various a c t i v i t i e s  consumed 

th e  a t te n t io n  o f the  t r u s te e s ,  and not u n t i l  1789 were th ey  ab le  to  

e s ta b lis h  a  school upon a  permanent basis*  T h is , a c la s s ic a l  school, 

was n e ith e r  prosperous nor large*  Mot u n t i l  1794, when Harry Toulmin 

was e le c te d  to  head th e  school, was th e  q u a lity  o f in s tru c t io n  p laced  

upon a very high le v e l .  However, in  e s ta b lish in g  a seminary in  a  f ro n t ie r  

community, th e  t ru s te e s  were faced  w ith many problems no t found in  o th er 

more s e t t le d  areas*

C hartered by P resb y te rian s*—V irg in ia  P resb y te rian s  le d  by Rev*

20

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



21

(F ather) David R iee , Rev. John Todd, and Judge Caleb W allace were ab le  

to  secure passage o f  b i l l s  in  1730 and 1733 in  th e  V irg in ia  le g is la tu r e  

which ch a rte red  a seminary and p laced  i t  under a coop ta tive  board o f 

t r u s te e s ,  th e  m a jo rity  o f whom were P re sb y te r ia n s .

In  1730 th e  S ta te  o f V irg in ia  s e t  a s id e  e ig h t thousand ac re s  o f 

land  w ith in  the  County of Kentucky, form erly  belonging to  B r i t is h  

s u b je c ts , not y e t so ld  under th e  law o f escheats and f o r f e i tu r e s ,  

which might a t  a fu tu re  day be a valuab le  fund fo r  th e  maintenance 

and education  of youth . ^ The p lan  o f  t h i s  a c t  was " fo r  th e  purpose 

o f  a  pub lic  sehool o r Seminary o f Learning, to  be e rec ted  in  sa id  

county a s  soon a s  the circum stances o f the  county and th e  s ta t e  o f  th e  

funds w il l  adm it.” The t ru s te e s  who were named by th e  1730 a c t  found 

t h e i r  numbers much reduced as  a r e s u l t  o f Ind ian  w arfa re , and th a t  th e  

a c t  empowering them as  t ru s te e s  n e ith e r  defined  t h e i r  powers nor th e i r  

method o f e le c tin g  new members. In  an e f fo r t  to  o b ta in  a  more workable 

c h a r te r ,  th e se  t ru s te e s ,  e n te r ta in in g  "the f u l l  persuasion  th a t  th e  

Assembly w i l l  l i s t e n  w ith  p leasu re  to  every  p ro p o sitio n  th a t  has a  

tendency to  banish  Ignorance and E rro r , and to  in troduce in  th e i r  room 

what may p o lish  th e  manners, encourage th e  improvement o f  th e  mind, 

promote l i b e r a l i t y  o f  sentim ent and by re f in in g  give a d d itio n a l In cen tiv es  

to  V ir tu e ,"  p e tit io n e d  th e  le g is la tu r e  o f  V irg in ia  fo r  a re v ised  and more

1
W illiam  W. Hening, E d ito r ,  The S ta tu te s  a t  Large. V ol. X, pp. 

287-8. Richmond: George Cochran, 1322.
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2ex tensive  ac t*  I t  was a lso  rep resen ted  to  the General Assembly th a t  

"vo lun tary  c o n trib u tio n s  might be ob ta ined  from in d iv id u a ls  in  a id  t© 

th e  pub lic  donations, were th e  number o f  th e  a fo re sa id  t ru s te e s  now 

a l iv e  and w illin g  to  a c t ,  in c reased , and such powers and p r iv ile g e s  

g ran ted  them by an a c t o f  inco rpo ra tion*" ^

In  answer to  th e se  p e t i t io n s ,  th e  a c t  o f  1730 was amended, and 

tw en ty -fiv e  t ru s te e s  o f Transylvania Seminary were appointed w ith 

“p e rp e tu a l succession" and were given power "to  ex erc ise  a l l  th e  o th e r 

powers and p r iv ile g e s  th a t  a re  enjoyed by th e  v i s i t e r s  and governors 

on any co lleg e  o r u n iv e rs ity  w ith in  t h i s  s ta te * "  4  Twelve thousand 

a d d itio n a l a c re s  o f land  were endowed and exemption from m i l i t i a  duty 

was g ran ted  to  a l l  p ro fe sso rs , m aste rs , and s tu d en ts  en ro lle d  in  th e  

seminary* The o f f ic e s  o f  p re s id e n t, p ro fe sso rs , and m asters were speci­

f ie d ,  and th ey  were t o  "continue in  o f f ic e  during good beh av io r."  The 

t ru s te e s  were d ire c te d  to  "cause a l l  th e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  s a id  seminary 

to  be c a re fu lly  examined by th e  p ro fe sso rs  and m asters o f th e  same, on 

th e  se v e ra l branches o f le a rn in g  which they  have re sp e c tiv e ly  s tu d ied , 

th a t  th e  f i d e l i t y  of th e  te a c h e rs , and th e  d ilig en ce  o f  t h e i r  p u p ils  may 

ap p ear;"  and a t  th e  second s ta te d  session  th e  p resid en t in  open assembly

2 James R* Robertson, P e t i t io n s  o f th e  E arly  In h ab ita n ts  o f  Kentucky 
to  th e  General Assembly o f  V irg in ia . 1769 to  1 7 9 2 .pp . 69-71. L o u isv ille : 
The F ilso n  Club, 1914*

3 W illiam W* Hening, E d ito r ,  og. g i t . ,  V ol. X I, pp . 232-33*

4  I b id . ,  286.
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was au th o rized  to  confer by diploma, signed by th e  p resid en t and f i r e  

o r more o f th e  t r u s te e s ,  th e  degree o f  Bachelor o r M aster o f  A r ts ,  upon 

a l l  such s tu d en ts , " i f  deserv ing ."  Power was a lso  given to  confer any 

honorary degrees, which " s h a l l  be adjudged to  • • .  gentlemen on account 

o f sp e c ia l m e r it ."  The l a s t  p rov ision  s ta te d  th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  were "a t 

a l l  tim es . . .  accountable f o r  t h e i r  tra n sa c tio n s  touching any m atte r 

r e la t in g  to  th e  sa id  seminary, in  such manner as  th e  le g is la tu r e  s h a ll  

d i r e c t ."  ^

A dm inistrations o f  M itch e ll and W ilson. 1785-1791. -—The Transyl­

van ia  t ru s te e s  f i r s t  met on November 10, 1783, when Rev. David R ice , 

a P resb y te rian  m in is te r ,  was e le c te d  chairman. ^ Rice took a lead ing

p a r t  i n  th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f  th e  board and in  c o lle c tin g  teach ing
7apparatus fo r  a proposed schoo l. A y ea r l a t e r  the  t r u s te e s  reso lved  

to  e s ta b lis h  one o r  more grammar schoo ls, ® bu t i t  was n o t u n t i l  

February 1 , 1785, th a t  Rev. James M itc h e ll, a P resb y te rian  m in is te r ,  

began teach ing  studen ts  under th e  T ransylvania c h a r te r .  9 M itch e ll

5 For th e  e n t i re  a c t ,  see ib id . .  pp. 282-87* 
a

"Minutes o f  th e  Board o f  T rustees o f T ransylvania Seminary,
L incoln  County, November 10, 1783," p . 1 .

^ Ib id . .  p . 2 and D an v ille , November 3 , 1784, pp. 3-5*

8  ib id *, p* 3*
9 Ib id . .  May 26,  1785, p . 6 .

M itch e ll was R ic e 's  son-in-law  and l a t e r  had an im pressive ca ree r 
in  V irg in ia . See W. H. Foote, Sketches o f V irg in ia . H is to r ic a l  and Biog­
ra p h ic a l .  V ol. I I ,  pp . 133-41. P h ilad e lp h ia : W illiam S . M artien , 1855*
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remained w ith  Transylvania b a t one year and the  school seems to  have 

been in a c tiv e  from 1786 to  1789* However, th e  t ru s te e s  continued to
10meet and to  p lan  fo r  such tim e when a school could again  be operated*

Isaa c  W ilson, who had a  bachelor of a r t s  degree from the  "Colledge and

Academy o f P h ilad e lp h ia , " was appointed te a ch e r  o f L a tin  and Greek

beginning June 1 , 1889 wa t  th e  P ub lic  School house n ea r Lexington*B ^
12W ilson continued to  operate  th e  school fo r two years*

E arly  in  W ilson 's  t e r n  th e re  were th i r te e n  s tu d e n ts , but t h i s
13number dec lined  to  f iv e  toward th e  end o f  h is  employment. Some 

evidence o f  W ilson 's success as a  tea c h e r  i s  rev ea led  by a d escrip ­

t io n  o f  h is  commencement ex erc ise  in  A p r il ,  1790:

F rid ay , th e  10th i n s t . ,  was appointed fo r  th e  exam ination o f  th e  
s tu d en ts  o f  Transylvania Seminary by th e  tru s te e s*  In  th e  presence o f 
a  very  resp ec tab le  audience se v e ra l e legan t speeches were d e liv e re d  by 
th e  boys, and in  the  evening a  tragedy  was a c te d , and th e  whole con­
cluded w ith  a  farce* The sev e ra l m aste rly  s tro k es  o f eloquence through­
out th e  performance ob tained  g en era l applause and were acknowledged 
by an u n iv e rsa l c lap  from a l l  present*  The good order and decorum 
observed throughout th e  whole, to g e th e r w ith  the  ra p id  p rogress o f th e  
school in  l i t e r a t u r e ,  r e f le c t s  g rea t honor on th e  P residen t*  *“ *’

1® "Minutes o f the Board of T rustees o f T ransylvania Seminary,
D an v ille , September 21, 1786," p . 8-(L exing ton , A p ril 14, 1789), p* 21*

H  Ib id *. D an v ille , June 21, 1786, pp . 8- 9 .
"• • • boarding and accomodations fo r s tu d en ts  may perhaps be 

had a s  good and cheap a s  in  any p a r t  o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  and tu i t io n  a t  
th e  moderate r a te  of th re e  pounds p e r annua." See Kentucky G azette .
2 (June 13, 1789), 1*

12 "Minutes of the  Board of T rustees o f Transylvania Seminary,
D an v ille , A p ril 13, 1791, P* 36.

^  Ib id *» P* 7*
^  The Kentucky G azette . 3 (A p ril 26, 1790), 1*
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(a) FINANCIAL PROBLEMS .—Transylvania Seminary faced  f in a n c ia l  

problems from th e  beginning* An e a r ly  committee appointed to  c o l le c t
15r e a l  and p erso n a l p roperty  fo r  th e  seminary met w ith l i t t l e  success*

The t ru s te e s  experienc ed d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  acq u irin g  t i t l e s  to  th e  lands 

g ran ted  them by th e  S ta te  o f V irg in ia , ^  and in  an attem pt to  accumu­

l a t e  more funds, th ey  asked the General Assembly o f V irg in ia  to  g ran t 

to  Transylvania on e-six th  o f a l l  su rv ey o r 's  fe e s  a r is in g  w ith in  th e

Kentucke D is t r i c t ,  which was a t  th a t  tim e being paid  to  th e  U n iv ersity
17o f  W illiam  and Mary* The suspension o f  th e  grammar school from 

1786 to  1789 was due to  a lack  o f funds*

L o tte r ie s  were used freq u en tly  during t h i s  period  by m unicipali­

t i e s ,  churches, and schools to  r a i s e  funds* The t ru s te e s  o f  Transyl­

vania worked out lo t t e r y  schemes which were to  r a is e  $800 and $867,
19re sp e c tiv e ly , in  A p ril, 1791} th e  amount a c tu a lly  rece iv ed  team, th e

•̂ •5 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania Seminary,
L incoln  County, November 10, 1783, "  p* 1*

^  See ib id *. D an v ille , November 3* 1784, p* 3; Ju ly  18, 1787, p.*
10,• J u ly  19, 3787, p . 12.

17 I b i j l . ,  June 21, 1786, pp* 8-9*
18 See i b i g . ,  A p ril 14 , 1789, p .  21*

Ih£d*, A p ril 11, 1791, P* 30* 3?he purpose o f th e  l o t t e r y  was 
to  r a i s e  f iv e  hundred pounds fo r  g en era l use*

W illiam  W* Homing, E d ito r ,  S ta tu te s  a t  Large. Vol* X III , p . 173* 
P h ilad e lp h ia : Thomas D esilv e r, 1823*

"Scheme o f a  L o tte ry ,"  The Kentucky G azette . 4  (A pril 30, 1791), 2*
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l o t t e r y  scheme i s  not recorded . The t r e a s u re r ’ s re p o rt showed an un­

expended balance o f  e ig h ty -s ix  pounds, s ix tee n  s h i l l in g s ,  and s ix  pence 

on A p ril 12, 1791* 20 However, on th e  nex t day one hundred and te n  

pounds, f iv e  s h i l l in g s ,  and e ig h t pence were received  from th e  surveyors 

o f  H elson, Madison, J e ffe rso n , Woodford, Bourbon, and L incoln co u n tie s ,

making the  balance one hundred seventy pounds, fo u rteen  s h i l l in g s ,  and 
21two pence. The t ru s te e s  were very  s tra in e d  a t  the  o u tse t fo r  cash

reso u rces , and t h i s  cond ition  seemed to  be c h a ra c te r is t ic  throughout

th e  l i f e  o f th e  i n s t i tu t io n .

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEM .-—A committee was appointed to  p resen t

a t  th e  next s ta te d  meeting a re p o rt on "Whether in  t h e i r  opin ions th e

p resen t mode o f education can be changed fo r  the b e t t e r , "  and, i f  so ,
22a p lan  on how b es t to  meet th a t  purpose. The t ru s te e s  asked th e

le g is la tu r e  to  re p ea l such p a r ts  o f  th e  laws re sp ec tin g  Transylvania

Seminary th a t  req u ired  th i r te e n  members to  c o n s ti tu te  a board and to
29s u b s t i tu te  seven a s  a  s u f f ic ie n t  number. This req u est obviously- 

r e fe r re d  to  c a lle d  m eetings, fo r  th e  n e c e ss ity  o f  having so many members 

p re se n t to  conduct business had been one o f  the  fa c to rs  p reventing  

development o f  the  sem inary. The t ru s te e s  were prompted, in  1790, to

"Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f Transylvania Seminary, 
Lexington, A p ril 12, 1791," p . 32.

^  Ibid. .  A pril 13, 1791, p . 35.

22 Ibid.* PP* 61-62.

2  ̂ IMS*# P» 62.
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p e t i t io n  th e  V irg in ia  le g is la tu r e  " th a t th e  number necessary  t© conduct 

th e  b u sin ess  o f th e  sa id  Seminary should be reduced to  seven or such 

number as  th e  wisdom o f  th e  House may d i r e c t . ” This p e t i t io n  was 

acknowledged* and an a c t  o f  December 3 , 1790, s ta te d  " th a t  from and a f t e r  

th e  passing o f th is  act*  seven members s h a l l  be s u f f ic ie n t  to  c o n s ti tu te  

a  board to  tra n s a c t  business a t  th e  two annual s ta te d  meetings* a s  fix ed  

by law .” ^  Although acknowledging a la c k  of a u th o r ity  to  t ra n s a c t  busi­

ness a t  c a lle d  m eetings w ith  seven members* th e  board of t ru s te e s  proceeded 

to  a c t  i l le g a l ly *  a s  w i l l  be dem onstrated l a t e r  in  th e  e le c tio n  o f  Harry 

foulm in a s  p residen t*  and in  th e  performance of o th e r b u s in ess .

M oore's ad m in is tra tio n . 1791-1794. —James Moore* a candidate  fo r
26th e  P resb y te rian  m inistry*  was p laced a t  th e  head o f  T ransylvania

27
Seminary on September 1 , 1791. Moore kep t the  school in  h is  own

28house* having no a lte rn a tiv e *  and was compensated fo r  r e n t .  During 

M oore's f i r s t  year o f  o f f ic e  Lexington was se le c te d  as th e  permanent 

s e a t o f th e  seminary in  answer to  a proposal made by th e  Transylvania 

Company, which o ffe red  a l o t  o f  ”about Three a c re s  on th e  South s id e  o f

James R* Robertson, P e t i t io n s  o f th e  E a rly  In h a b ita n ts  o f  
Kentucky to  th e  General Assembly of V irg in ia . 1769 to  1792. ppT~161- 
o 2 . L o u i s v i l l e : T h e  F ilso n  Club, 1914.

25 Wi l l i am W. Hening, E d ito r , S ta tu te s  a t  Large. V ol. X III , p . 147. 
P h ilad e lp h ia : Thomas D es ilv e r, 1823.

26 ^Minutes of the  Transylvania P resb y tery , D anv ille , A p ril 26,
1794," Vol. I ,  p .  120.

27 "Minutes o f the  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania Seminary*
A p ril 12, 1792,” p . 42.

2® Ib id .* A p ril 12, 1792, p . 42. The re n t  fo r  one academic year
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29Lexington i n  a high and commanding s i tu a t io n ." 7 An e a r ly  sch o la rsh ip

arrangement made i t  p o ssib le  fo r  as  many a s  te n  orphan boys, whose ta le n t s
30

seemed to  m erit such co n s id e ra tio n , to  a tte n d  th e  sem inary. Moore
31served as head o f  th e  school u n t i l  O ctober, 1794*

Reports subm itted by Moore in d ic a te  th a t  he was no t s a t i s f i e d  w ith 

th e  p o s itio n  o f p re s id e n t. He wrote in  1792 th a t  he would have to  r e -
32

s ig n , and remained in  1793 ©sly on th e  cond ition  o f procuring  an

a s s i s ta n t .  He complained th a t  he had to o  much work to  do and th a t  th e

sa la ry  was too  low. Bat d e sp ite  teach ing  in  a new b r ic k  b u ild in g , lo ca ted

in  Lexington, h is  s tuden ts numbered only s ix te e n , and he om itted  th e

teach in g  o f c r i t ic is m , b e lle s  l e t t r e s ,  lo g ic ,  m etaphysics, and moral 
33philosophy . In  h is  l e t t e r  o f  re s ig n a tio n , Moore s ta te d  th a t  many o f 

h is  s tuden ts had been absent during the  p a s t th re e  o r fo u r weeks, and 

requested  the  board to  c a l l  upon c e r ta in  "w hisperers '1 a g a in s t h im self 

to  speak o u t ,  and th u s  give th e  board an opportun ity  to  a c t  "as th e  

in te r e s t  and d ig n ity  o f th e  in s t i tu t io n  which you p a tro n ize  demand." ^

amounted to  four pounds, th i r te e n  s h i l l in g s ,  and four pence. P a r t o f 
M oore's s a la ry  was p a id  in  p ro p erty , see ib id . . October 8 , 1792, p .  44 .

29 Ib id . .  A p ril 8 , 1793» PP* 52-53.
Ib id . .  October 9 , 1793» P* 59; th e se  scho la rsh ips were revoked 

th e  follow ing y e a r , see ib id . . June 30, 1794, p . 75*
3^ I b id . .  February 5 , 1794, p . 64 . A fte r  th e  tw o-year ad m in is tra tio n  

o f Harry Toulmin, Moore again  became head o f T ransy lvan ia , a  p o s itio n  he 
h e ld  u n t i l  1304.

32 "James Moore to  John Hawkins E sq ., l e t t e r ,  da ted  September 27,
1792." M anuscript. P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h ila d e lp h ia .

33 "James Moore to  John B radford, l e t t e r ,  dated  October 7 , 1793." 
M anuscript. P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h ila d e lp h ia .

34 "James Moore to  John Bradford, l e t t e r ,  dated  A p ril 7 , 1794." 
M anuscript. P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o e ie ty , P h ila d e lp h ia .
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A pparently  no ac tio n  was taken in  reg ard  to  th is  request*  Moore nay 

have been r e fe r r in g  to  a p a r ty  con troversy , although the evidence i s  no t 

p o s it iv e  on t h i s  point*

Toulmin and P resb y te rian  secession . 1794-1796*--At a m eeting on 

February 5 , 1794, no t a  s ta te d  m eeting, a committee was appointed to  

co n fer w ith  James Moore concerning h is  acceptance of th e  o f f ic e  o f 

P re s id en t o f  T ransylvania Seminary* ^  Upon m otion, a b a l lo t  fo r  

p re s id e n t, whose o f f ic e  was to  commence October 9 , 1794, was tak en , and 

Eev. Harry Toulmin, a  B ap tis t m in is te r  w ith  p ro fessed  U n ita rian  and 

Sooinian view s, ^  was e le c te d  p residen t*  ^  Toulmin c a rr ie d  a l e t t e r  

o f  recommendation from James Madison when he a rr iv e d  in  Lexington in  search 

o f  a p o s itio n  a s  teacher* The tru s te e s*  confidence in  Toulmin’ s a b i l i t y

a s  a  teach e r i s  evidenced from an announcement s ta t in g  "The presidency  o f 

th e  College i s  committed to  Mr* Harry Toulmin, whose q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r  

and experience in  such business induce th e  most f la t t e r in g  e x p e c ta tio n s .M ^

35 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f  T ransylvania Seminary,
Lexington, February 5 , 1794," P* 64*

36 See W illa rd  B* J il lso n *  A Transylvania IT rilo g y * Frankfort*
The Kentucky S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , 1932. Pp. "204. " This volume con­
t a in s  th re e  o f  Toulmin* s works, published o r ig in a l ly  in  1791, 1792, and
1793.

37 "Minutes o f the  Board o f  T rustees o f T ransylvania Seminary,
Lexington, February 5 , 1794, 11 P* 64*

3s  "James Madison to  John B reckinridge, l e t t e r ,  dated  Orange, 
November 19 , 1793*” Manuscript* L ib rary  o f Congress* L e tte rs  o f  
recommendation usually said to have been sent by Thomas Je ffe rso n  were 
no t found*

39 Kentucky G azette. 10 (Ju ly  5 ,  1794), 1*
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Although Toulmin* s w r itin g s , o ra tio n s , and l a t e r  sueeess a s  a statesm an 

in d ic a te  h is  r a re  sch o la rsh ip , a  s tu d en t, an eyew itness, w rote th a t  "Mr. 

Toulmin was a f in e  scho lar and as  to  lea rn in g  was amply q u a lif ie d  fo r  a 

te a c h e r , y e t he was d e f ic ie n t in  th e  n a tu ra l  t a c t  necessary  to  make a 

su ccessfu l te a c h e r .1* ^

A controversy developed w ith in  th e  board concerning th e  e le c tio n  o f 

Toulmin. The m in o rity  complained th a t  th e  e le c tio n  was prem ature, being 

about e ig h t months before a vacancy, and not a t  a s ta te d  m eeting and 

because th e re  were no t th i r te e n  members who agreed  to  vo te  on th e  occasion . 

"T herefore , th e  E lec tio n  was no t h e ld  a s  d ire c te d  by Law, n in e  only  having 

Toted.** Moore resigned  on A p ril 9 , 1794, and a  committee was appointed 

to  superin tend  th e  c la s s ic a l  sehool and to  appoint a  teach e r pro  tempore 

to  conduct the school u n t i l  Toulmin*s a r r i v a l .

On November 23, 1795, an a c t  o f th e  le g is la tu r e  suspended th e  t ru s te e s  

from any fu r th e r  proceeding in  th e  execution o f  th e  t r u s t  reposed in  them, 

" u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  p resen t General Assembly." ^  The board e n te r ta in e d  

a  s trong  b e l ie f  th a t  t h i s  r e s tra in in g  law was "enacted e i th e r  w ithout ju s t

See Harry Toulmin, "Independence Day O ra tio n ,"  The Guardian o f  
Freedom. 5 (Ju ly  14 and 21, 1804), 1-2 and 1S2.

41 "The L ife  and Times of Kobert B. McAfee," Kentucky S ta te  H is to r i­
c a l  S o c ie ty  B e g is te r . 24 (Second q u a r te r , 1927), 134. McAfee was a  s tuden t 
a t  T ransylvania Seminary from 1795 to  1796.

42 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f  Transylvania Seminary, 
Lexington, February 5 , 1794," p . 66.

43 Ib id . .  November 23, 1795, p . 103*
W illiam  L i t t e l l ,  E d ito r ,  The S ta tu te  Law o f Kentucky. V ol. I ,  

p . 345* F ran k fo rt: W illiam  H unter, 1809*
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o r upon improper sugge s tio n s  o f th e  s i tu a t io n ,  r ig h ts  and p r iv i le g e s  o f 

th e  seminary, and requested  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f the General Assembly to  

support t h e i r  m an ife s ta tio n s  a t  th e  b ar o f th e  House, or in  such o th e r 

way a s  may be thought best*  44 John Breckenridge (a lso  sp e lle d  Breckin­

r id g e )  was employed as a s s i s ta n t  council to  George a t  th e  same
LK

pay to  p resen t th e  sem inary 's case*
46

Toulmin1s f i r s t  re p o rt s ta te s  th a t  he s ta r te d  w ith  s ix  s tu d en ts  and

had over t h i r t y  under h is  immediate superv ision  in  O ctober, 1794* 4<̂  H is

re p o rt  fo r A p r il,  1795, in d ic a te d  th a t  p rogress was being made, bu t i t

was no t a s  prem ising a s  th e  f i r s t *  He po in ted  out th a t  the enrollm ent

had dec lined  to  tw enty-one, and explained  th a t  t h i s  was due to  boarding 
48

conditions* Reports fo r  O ctober, 1795# and A p r il,  1796, a re  no t 

a v a ila b le ,  b a t Robert B* McAfee wrote th a t  th e  studen t body was composed 

o f  n o t more than  e igh teen  or tw enty a t  th e  tim e o f Toulm in's

44 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees of Transylvania Seminary, 
Lexington, November 23, 1795#" P* 105*

45 Ib id *
A6 "Harry Toulmin to  John Bradford, r e p o r t ,  undated*" Manuscript* 

P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h iladelph ia*  Although undated, t h i s  
re p o r t  i s  obviously th a t  o f  O ctober, 1794*

47 Mi*
"Harry Toulmin,  r e p o r t ,  to  Board o f T ru s te es , T ransylvania 

Seminary, dated  A p r il,  1795." M anuscript. P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  
S o c ie ty , Philadelphia*

W illiam  w. Sweet, R elig ion  on th e  American F ro n tie r . Yol* H ,  
The P resb y te rian s , pp. 579-83* New Yorks Harper and B ro thers, 1936*
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49re s ig n a tio n . Toulmin gave as  h is  reasons fo r  resig n in g  th e  f a c t  th a t

th e  sa la ry  was inadequate, th e  le g is la t io n  rendered th e  p o s itio n  too

"precarious" by f i l l i n g  i t  from year to  y ea r , and circum stances a tten d in g
50h is  f i r s t  nomination operated  ag a in s t th e  i n s t i tu t io n .  Inform ation 

was rece iv ed  by th e  t ru s te e s  on June 3 ,  1796, th a t  Kentucky Academy was
51d esirous to  communicate on the  sub jec t o f a  union of th e  two sem inaries* 

M oored second a d m in is tra tio n . 1796- 1799*--Toulmin had p red ic ted  

th a t  a new e ra  in  th e  h is to ry  o f T ransylvania was commencing, bu t he had 

questioned:

I t  i s  now to  be t r i e d  whether a f t e r  a l l  th e  p a s t d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  
assem bling a  board, whether a f t e r  a l l  those  s tr ik in g  in s ta n c e s  which have 
been ex h ib ited  o f th a t  discordance o f sentim ent so in c id e n t to  th e  f r a i l  
s t a t e  o f  humanity; i t  i s  now to  be t r i e d  whether th i r te e n  b re a s ts  can 
be animated w ith  an h i th e r to  unexampled ardour in  p rosecu ting  th e  business 
o f  the in s t i tu t io n ,  • • • whether th i r te e n  can assemble tw ice a  y ea r and 
be a l l  of one h e a r t and one soul* *2

This d iv is io n  o f  p a r t ie s  w ith in  th e  board continued to  plague th e

school fo r  another q u a rte r  o f  a cen tu ry , a s  Toulmin may have surmised*

James Moore, e le c te d  unanimously on September 23, 1796, as  p re s id en t

^  "The L ife  and Times of Hobert B* McAfee," Kentucky S ta te  H is to r ic a l  
S ocie ty  R egister*  24 (Second q u a rte r , 1927), 134. Toulmin p resen ted  h is  
re s ig n a tio n  a t  th e  A p r il,  1796, m eeting. See "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  
T ru stees  o f Transylvania Seminary, Lexington, A p ril 4 , 1796," p . 106j 
Kentucky G ase tte . 9 (A p ril 9* 1796), 2*

Kentucky G agette. 9 (A pril 9 , 1796), 2*
^  "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f Transylvania Seminary, Lex­

in g to n , June 3» 1796," p . 108.
Kentucky G azette . 9 (A pril 9, 1796), 2*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



33

o f  th e  seminary, accepted th e  o f f ic e  on October 3* ^  A s tu d en t, an

eyew itness, w rote:

The tru s te e s  had been a b le  to  secure th e  se rv ices  o f Reverend 
James Moore, an  E p iscopalian  preacher and one among the  b e s t men who 
ever l iv e d .  He had been superceded by Mr* Toulmin, under circum stances 
c a lc u la te d  to  wound h is  fe e lin g s  y e t upon earn est s o l i c i t a t io n  from 
h is  f r ie n d s  he again  took charge o f th e  schoo l, which brought to  i t  a 
considerab le  in crease  o f students*  54

55
A uhion w ith  Kentucky Aeademy was proposed, term s of th e  union

were recorded in  the  m inutes, and a te n ta t iv e  agreement reached on

October 24, 1796, to  become e f fe c tiv e  on January 1 , 1797, b u t was no t
56

f in a l ly  accepted* At the  O ctober, 1796, s ta te d  m eeting, a  committee

was d ire c te d  to  confer w ith  re p re se n ta tiv e s  from Kentucky Academy about
57a union , and to  re p o rt w ith in  seven weeks. A committee was appointed 

on November 2 ,  1796 to  in q u ire  in to  the p o s s ib i l i ty  of a  union between 

th e  Transylvania Seminary and th e  Kentucky Academy and th e  Lexington
eg

Academy or e i th e r  o f them* A p e t i t io n  was forwarded to  th e

53 "Minutes o f  the Board o f  T rustees o f  Transylvania Seminary, 
Lexington, September 23, 1796," p* 111, and October 3 ,  1796, p . 112*

5^ "The L ife  and Times o f Robert B* McAfee," Kentucky S ta te  
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  R e g is te r . 24 (Second q u a r te r , 192?), 139.

55 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f T ransylvania Seminary, 
Lexington, October 3 ,  1796," p . U4*

56 a& L*, October 24, 1796, p* 121*
57 October 1 , 1796, p* 168,
58 I b id *. November 2 , 1798, p . 168.
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le g is la tu r e  oa November 3 , 1798, proposing the  estab lishm ent o f  a uni­

v e r s i ty  out o f  th e  two academies,  T ransylvania S^ainary and Kentucky 
59Academy*

P resb y te rian  Sectarian ism  and Kentucky Academy, 1794-1799

The ro o ts  fo r  th e  establishm ent o f Kentucky Academy la y  in  th e  

p lace  assigned  to  r e l ig io n  in  th e  curriculum  of T ransylvania Seminary 

and in  th e  philosophy o f education o f  th e  t ru s te e s  o f T ransylvania 

Seminary from 1783 to  1794* Several l e t t e r s ,  published  in  1787, b rin g  

in to  th e  open th e  p a te r n a l is t ic  a t t i tu d e  o f the  P resb y te rian  Church 

tow ard Kentucky’ s pub lie  sehool, T ransylvania Seminary* Other l e t t e r s  

in d ic a te  th a t  some liberal-Hoinddd le a d e rs  in  th e  community d es ired  

th a t  th e  pub lic  school be operated  com pletely f re e  from any se c ta r ia n  

domination o r preference* Since th e  Church of V irg in ia  had been d is ­

e s ta b lish e d , i t  was fea red  by some th a t  a t i e  o f church and pub lic  

school might opera te  in  fav o r o f  ano ther e s ta b lish e d  church*

T his controversy between P resbyterian ism  and l ib e ra lis m  culm inated 

in  th e  P re sb y te rian s ' w ithdraw al from Transylvania Seminary in  fav o r o f 

th e  establishm ent o f a seminary of t h e i r  own, which was ch a rte red  as  

Kentucky Academy in  1794* However, upon th e  establishm ent o f t h e i r  own 

school, the P resb y te rian s  continued th e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  toward gain ing  

c o n tro l o f T ransylvania Seminary* They were ab le  to  b ring  s u f f ic ie n t

59 I b id . . p* 170.
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pressu re  t© cause th e  re s ig n a tio n  of th e  l ib e r a l  p re s id e n t, Harry Toulmi n , 

in  1796. Baring th e  nex t two y ears  overtu res  were made between th e  two 

schools fo r  co n so lid a tio n , which f in a l ly  was agreed upon in  1798 t o  be­

come e f fe c tiv e  January 1 , 1799*

A s e c ta r ia n  po in t o f  view.--A n a r t i c l e  signed "C atho licus, "  pro­

bably  w r itte n  by Caleb W allace, i s  th e  most en ligh ten ing  o f th e  comments
60

appearing on th i s  subject* A fte r d iscu ssin g  th e  de lay  o f  th e  t ru s te e s  

in  e s ta b lish in g  a school, "C atholicus" reasoned th a t  th e  e le c tio n  o f 

te a c h e rs  may have been delayed because th e  t ru s te e s ,  "being of various 

R elig ious Denominations, a re  each o f  them averse from th e  e le c tio n  o f 

Teachers, u n t i l  they  s e v e ra lly  ean have the prospect o f  succeeding in  

th e  choice o f  those  who a re  o f t h e i r  own P ro fe ss io n ."  "C atholicus" gave 

advice to  th e  P resb y te rian  m ajo rity  o f th e  board o f  t ru s te e s  as  fo llow s:

I  am th e re fo re  persuaded, th a t  th e  Gentlemen w i l l  candid ly  consider 
by what means t h e i r  p e rn ic io u s  consequences may be avoided in  th e  in te r ­
e s tin g  business th ey  have been e n tru s te d  w ith . I t  i s  an e s s e n t ia l  r ig h t  
o f  f r e e  agency, to  embrace the  d o c tr in e s  we p re fe r ;  and i t  i s  as  c e r ta in ly  
a v io la t io n  o f th e  same rig fc t, to  enforce them on o th e rs  by any methods 
bu t th a t  o f persuasion : th e re fo re  should a  fa c tio n  predominate in  any 
s o c ia l  com bination, i t  may subvert the  p r iv ile g e s  the  compact was designed 
to  secure.

"C atholicus" proceeded to  propose th re e  rem edies to  answer th e  

problem of r e l ig io n  in  th e  public school. (1) He suggested th a t  a 

"kind o f balance between th e  S ects"  be kept up by th e  b o a rd 's  e le c tio n  

o f  an equal number o f  teach e rs  from each s e c t .  (2) He po in ted  out

60 The Kentucky G azette , 1 (September 1 , 1787), 1 . For pseudonym, 
see Calendar o f  th e  Kentucky Papers o f the  Draper ColIaM-.-tnn nv Mantis 
s c r ip t s ,  p . 30* Madison: W isconsin S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , 1925 
(Prepared by Mabel C. Weaks).
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th a t  re l ig io u s  in s tru c t io n  "be s o le ly  confined to  mere moral p recep ts  

and th e  knowledge o f th in g s  tem poral,*1 w ithout perm itting  any •Theologi­

c a l  Tenets to  be  ta u g h t, o r B elig ious E xercises to  be performed w ith in  

th e  l im i ts  o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .* (3 ) He advised in  h is  th i r d  remedy

th a t  th e  designs o f  a seminary o f  lea rn in g  can n e ith e r  be considered  

as  a p o l i t i c a l  nor an e c c le s ia s t ic a l  i n s t i tu t io n ,  but should be consi­

dered l ik e  a p r iv a te  fam ily , being conducted so a s  to  be subserv ien t 

to  th e  tru e  in te r e s t  o f  both e i v i l  and r e l ig io u s  l i f e #  ’’C atho licus’* 

w ro te : **Without reg ard  to  Denominations, l e t  M atters o f en larged

minds and v irtu o u s  deportment be encouraged; th e  m oral Sentim ents 

being th e  same in  a l l ,  where th ey  a re  nob obscured by ignorance nor 

corrup ted  by v ic e ,  i t  w i l l  be found th a t  such Men g en e ra lly  agree in  

th e  g re a t D oetrines o f B elig io n , however they  may d i f f e r  about B ite s ,  

Ceremonies, o r m atte rs  o f  S pecu la tion , which a l l  p a r t ie s  must acknowledge 

to  be o f  le s s  importance and o f doub tfu l d isp u ta tio n ; and as  such, may 

be d eferred  u n t i l  th e  mind i s  w e ll fu rn ished  and a t  le is u r e  fo r  t h e i r  

in v e s tig a tio n . ” •Catholicus** summarized th a t  h is  system, one com­

m ittin g  th e  education o f youth to  p a ren ts  and guard ians, had been uni­

v e r s a l ly  adopted in  every age, and th a t  i t  was f a r  more r a t io n a l  than  

th a t  "o f d iscard ing  a l l  B elig ion  from Sem inaries of Learning, through 

fe a r  th a t  th e  Students may embrace th a t  which i s  erroneous.•  l e t ,  

•C atholicus* d id  not favor th e  teaching of morals w ithout theology#

This p lan  might e lim inate  se c ta r ia n  jea lo u sy , i t  would a lso  have na 

powerful tendency to  e rad ica te  any remains o f  the  C h ris tia n  r e l ig io n
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w ith  which we a re  s t i l l  shack led ." He suggested a p lan  wherein 

C h r is t ia n i ty  and education would be u n ited  very  in tim a te ly  in  th e  

seminarye He would not favor a  "B eligion o f N atu re ,” which " lik e  

F a te , means nothing th a t  has y e t been defined*" I t  can be surmised 

th a t  "C atholicus" d id  n o t approve educating U n ita r ia n s , "D e is ts ,"  

"A rians,"  "S oein ians,"  and o th e rs  o f s im ila r  view s, w ithout su b jec tin g  

them to  orthodox doctrines*  A l e t t e r  signed "Roger Dean" in q u ired  s a r ­

c a s t ic a l ly  o f "C a th o licu s" 's  r e l ig io n  and asked fo r  ano ther a r t i c l e
61fu r th e r  explain ing  th e  su b jec t of th e  f i r s t*

A l i b e r a l  po in t o f  view*—A l e t t e r  signed  "A Transylvanian" took

an opposing view from "C ath o licu s,"  and, a f t e r  speaking o f  th e  n eg lec t

to  en lig h ten  ten d er minds and im press young h e a r ts  w ith  th e  p r in c ip le s

o f  v ir tu e  and honor a s  a  "d isg race  upon human n a tu re ,"  he s ta te d  th a t

he d id  not favo r "banishing re lig io n  from sem inaries o f  le a rn in g ,"  but
62th a t  he recognized a  d iffe ren c e  between schools and churches* "A 

Transylvanian" thought i t  s u f f ic ie n t  "to  in s p ire  th e  ten d er minds o f 

youth w ith a reverence f o r  th e  r e l ig io n  o f th e ir  country; and a s in ­

cere  benevolence fo r  a l l  who p ro fess  i t , "  bu t be liev ed  th a t  th e re  were 

on ly  two ways th a t  a seminary of le a rn in g  could be kept from becoming

subserv ien t to  the  views o f a p a r t ic u la r  sect*  F i r s t ,  th e  teach ers

^  The Kentucky G azette. 1 (September 15, 1787), 2*

*̂2 The Kentucky G azette . 1 (November 10, 1787), 1*
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mast be chosen in  some equal manner from th e  d if f e re n t  denominations 

o f  C hristians*  and* second* the  board should impress upon th e  teach ers  

th a t  they  a re  nemployed to  en large th e  minds and not to  • • « t r a in  

up th e i r  p u p ils  fo r  th e  co n tro v ers ies  o f  p a r t ic u la r  se c ts* B

Controversyt sec tarian ism  versus l ib e ra lis m *—-A l e t t e r  signed

*Paddy MbneyHEan* ^  s ta te d  th a t  he thought *Catholieusn Ma very good

C h ris tia n ,*1 and s ta te d  th a t  th e  l a t t e r 1 s **gainsayers ought fo r  shame
6kto  s to p  th e i r  mouths** A l e t t e r  signed by ”A S ec ta rian ” s ta te d  th e  

se c ta r ia n  view p o in t and opposed th e  l ib e r a l  views o f  ”A T ransy lvan ian .” 

”A S ec ta rian * , in  answering "A Transylvanian,* s ta te d  th a t  those who 

were su p e rs t it io u s  and p a rty  s p ir i te d  do no t g en e ra lly  take  the le a d e r­

sh ip  in  education out o f th e  hands o f those  who a re  l ib e r a l  and d is in ­

te re s te d *  However* he sa id  th a t  sec tarians*  w ith  a benevolent reg ard  fo r  

th e  p u b lic , were ob liged  to  tak e  th e  lead e rsh ip  in  education because 

libera l-m inded  c i t iz e n s  u su a lly  were no t in te re s te d  in  tak in g  a  lead ing  

r o le .  *A S ectarian " concludeds

We have spent years in  w ishing and p ray ing , th a t  th e  l ib e r a l  and 
d is in te re s te d  would ta k e  the le a d ; and w ith wisdom and v igour conduct 
th e  im portant business o f the  education o f youths bu t we have w aited  
t i l l  our sm all s tock  o f p a tience  i s  exhausted and see no hopeful move­
ment y e t * * * * As to  th e  d is in te r e s te d .  I  f in d  from long observation  
and experience th a t  nothing can be expected o f them*

Thus th e  two p o s itio n s  o f  opposing forces* which were long t© 

remain a con troversy  w ith in  th e  ad m in is tra tio n  o f T ransylvania Seminary*

^  The Kentucky G azette . 1 (November 10, 1787), 1 8 
The Kentucky G azette . 1 (December 22, 1787), 1 .
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e a r ly  took shape* The P resb y terian  p o s itio n  v a ried  from tim e to  tim e, 

b a t was ch a rac te rize d  by an in tim ate  re la t io n s h ip  between orthodox 

r e l ig io n  and pub lic  education* The l ib e r a l  p o s itio n  opposed a  c lo se  

re la t io n s h ip  between education and any p a r t ic u la r  r e l ig io n ,  e sp e c ia lly  

when th e  l a t t e r  attem pted to  e f fe c t  a t i e  between church and s ta te *

Kentucky Academy, by-product o f con troversy . -—By 1793 th e  Presby­

te r ia n s  had lo s t  co n tro l o f the  board through frequent replacem ents
65and through th e  law o f 1790,  which s ta te d  th a t  "seven members s h a ll  

be s u f f ic ie n t  t o  c o n s ti tu te  a board to  tra n sa c t  business a t  th e  two 

annual s ta te d  m eetings, a s  f ix e d  by law ." The a c t o f  1783, c h a rte rin g  

Transylvania Seminary, had s ta te d  th a t  "not le s s  than  th i r te e n  of the 

sa id  t ru s te e s  s h a ll  c o n s ti tu te  a board to  determine upon any m atte r 

r e la t in g  to  th e  seminary, and in  f ix in g  upon th e  p lace fo r  e s ta b lish in g  

th e  seminary, forming th e  c o n s titu tio n  th e re o f , e le c tin g  th e  p re s id en t 

and p ro fe sso rs , and a sc e rta in in g  th e i r  s a la r ie s ;  a s  a lso  in  th e  d isp o sa l 

o f  any lands belonging th e re to ,  th i r te e n  o f  th e  members s h a ll  concur in  

opin ion  thereupon." ^

With th e  P re sb y te r ia n s* lo s s  o f  c o n tro l o f  th e  board and w ith  

y e a r ly  e le c tio n s  of th e  p re s id e n t, i t  was a simple m a tte r fo r  th e  

l i b e r a l s  to  e le c t  lev* Harry Toulmin, who embraced th e  l ib e r a l

65 W illiam Wo Hening, E d ito r , The S ta tu te s  a t  Large. V ol. XIII, 
p . 147. P h ilad e lp h ia i Thomas D esilv e r, 1023*

^  Vol* X I, p* 286. Richmond: George Cochran, 1823*
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Republican p a r ty  in  p o l i t i c s ,  and who adhered to  some Socinian views 

in  re lig io n #  This s i tu a t io n  was re v o ltin g  to  P resb y te rian  Calvinism#

As a r e s u l t  the P resby terians s e t  about to  e s ta b lis h  th e i r  own grammar 

school and academy im m ediately, and to  work toward reg a in in g  c o n tro l 

o f  T ransylvania Seminary a t  le isu re #

P resb y terian  clergymen fo r  th e  f r o n t ie r «-*As e a r ly  a s  February,

1792, th e  P resb y te rian s  recorded in d i r e c t ly  some d is s a t is f a c t io n  w ith  

T ransylvania Seminary as  a proper p lace  fo r the t r a in in g  o f  t h e i r  

m in is te rs .  The tru s te e s  o f the Transylvania P resby tery  reso lv ed : 

’•Presbytery being deeply sen sib le  o f the importance of t r a in in g  up 

youth fo r  th e  gospel m in is try  and a t  th e  same tim e w ithout th e  means 

in  th ese  new w estern se ttlem en ts  to  procure books and o th e r apparatus 

necessary  fo r  t h i s  purpose do hereby appoint Mr. R ice to  s o l i c i t  dona­

tio n s  in  th e  E a ste rn  se ttlem en ts  to  c a rry  th e  b e t te r  t h i s  design in to  
6?execution*” The Transylvania P resby tery  took d e f in i te  a c tio n  on 

A p ril 24, 1794* and reso lv ed  th a t  a  grammar school be e s ta b lish ed  

’’w ith in  t h e i r  bounds,” w ith  David R ice , James Crawford, James B ly the, 

Robert P a tte rso n , and John Caldw ell, or any th re e  o f them as  commissioners* 

Evidence th a t  th e  school was e s ta b lish e d  immediately i s  revealed  

by th e  fa c t  th a t  an in v e s tig a tin g  committee was appointed on October 8 ,

^  “Minutes o f Transylvania P resb y tery , D an v ille , February 29, 1792,” 
¥ o l .  I ,  p . 61.

68 I b id . .  A p ril 24, 1794, V ol. I ,  p .  110#
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1794 .  David B ice and James Blythe were appointed commissioners to

th e  General Assembly fo r  purposes o f procuring a c h a r te r  fo r  the
69 70

academy, which was g ran ted  December 12, 1794* Bice and Blythe

were a lso  appointed s o l ic i to r s  o f donations fo r th e  aeademy to  be
71

secured in  th e  A tla n tic  s ta te s*  th e re  th ey  were rece iv ed  by

P resid en t Washington who, along w ith  James Madison and Aaron Burr,
72

gave cash co n trib u tio n s  fo r  th e  school. James Moore, who resig n ed
73th e  presidency o f Transylvania Seminary on A p ril 9 , 1794, was 

announced as  te ach e r o f th e  Kentucky Academy grammar schoo l, on 

A p r il  13, 1796, 7^  in  s p i te  o f  the  f a c t  th a t  he had been dism issed a s  

a  P resb y te rian  m in is te r ia l  candidate in  A p r il,  1794, 7^ and th a t  he 

had rem onstrated ag a in s t th e  p resby tery  in  such term s th a t  a com­

m itte e  c o n s is tin g  o f R ice, Shannon, and Blythe was appointed to  "defend
76th e  proceedings o f  th i s  p resby tery  re sp ec tin g  th e  same."

69 Ib id .* October 10, 1794, V ol. I ,  p . 141.
7^ "An Act fo r  E s tab lish in g  th e  Kentucky Academy and Inco rporating  

th e  T rustees T hereof." M anuscript. Kentucky S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S ocie ty , 
F ran k fo rt.

71 "Minntes o f  Transylvania P resb y te ry , D an v ille , October 10, 1794," 
V ol. I ,  p .  141.

72 Robert Davidson, H isto ry  o f th e  P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky. 
292-93* New York: Robert C arte r Co., 1847*

73 "Minutes o f th e  Board of T rustees of T ransylvania Seminary,
Lexington, A p ril 9 , 1794," P . 70.

74 "Minutes o f  Transylvania P resby tery , D an v ille , A p ril 13, 1796,"
V ol. I I ,  p . 96.

75 M £ * >  A p ril 26, 1794, V ol. I ,  p . 120.
76 February 13 ,  1795, V ol. I I ,  p . 101.
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Kentucky Academy's seminary did  no t open u n t i l  1797* The Tran-
77sy lvan ia  P resbytery  reso lv ed  in  September, 1797, to  "give up th e i r  

ea re  o f th e  Pisgah grammar school, as a lso  t h e i r  r ig h t  to  th e  house 

in  which sa id  school i s  tau g h t and any and a l l  lands given fo r  i t s  

u se , to  the  T rustees o f th e  Kentucky Academy to  d ispose o f th e  same

fo r  use o f sa id  Academy as  they may th in k  p roper, so soon /"* as  7
78S aid  Academy s h a ll  be opened!”

Merger o f Transylvania Seminary and Kentucky Academy

I t  has been s ta te d  th a t  two months a f t e r  Toulmin resigned  th e  

p residency  o f Transylvania Seminary, a  committee from Kentucky Academy

approached the t ru s te e s  o f  T ransylvania seminary on th e  su b jec t o f  a
79union between th e  two schools* The t ru s te e s  o f  each school seemed 

re ce p tiv e  to  a  union, in  s p i te  o f  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  re so u rces  o f Kentucky 

Academy amounted to  621 pounds, 3 s h i l l in g s ,  and 4 -3 /4  pence cash; 288

pounds, 11 s h i l l in g s ,  and 6 pence in  books, and various unco llec ted
go

su b sc rip tio n s  amounting to  1,389 pounds* Although each board made 

o f f i c i a l  d e c la ra tio n s  o f a d e s ire  to  promote the public  good, th e  r e a l

77 Ib id *, September 14, 1797, V ol. I I ,  p . 150 .
7* Ibid*
79 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  Tr u s tee s  of T ransylvania Seminary, Lex­

in g to n , June 3 , 1796,® p . 106*
80 Ib id ** September 23, 1796, p* 112 and October 11, 1796, pp. 117-18. 

The T ransylvania Seminary t ru s te e s  requested  a statem ent o f th e  Kentucky 
Academy funds on September 23, 1796, and received  th e  statem ent on October 
11, 1796.
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m otives on th e  p a r t  o f  both in s t i tu t io n s  seem to  be o f a f in a n c ia l

character*  The tru s te e s  o f th e  seminary were very  much in  need o f th e

a c tiv e  funds o f th e  academy, s in ce  th e i r  t r e a s u r e r ’s  re p o rt on A p r il,

1796,  showed cash in  hand a s  32 pounds and 15 s h i l l in g s ,  and an amount

due th e  seminary on January 1 , 1795> as 3O6 pounds, 6 s h i l l in g s ,  and 
81

2 pence* The academy owned l i t t l e  r e a l  p ro p erty , and th e  t ru s te e s

sought co n tro l over th e  seminary p ro p e r tie s , co n sis tin g  o f 8 ,000  a c res  
82o f  la n d , two school b u ild in g s , a  home fo r  th e  p re s id e n t, o n e-six th  

o f  th e  surveyor’s fe e s , and lo c a tio n  in  th e  im portant town o f Lexington* 

They could do t h i s  by ob tain ing  re p re se n ta tio n  on th e  board o f  t ru s te e s

o f  th e  seminary, which would be streng thened  by th e  c o lla b o ra tio n  o f
*fe llo w  p a r tis a n s  a lread y  members*

The question  o f  a  union arose  again  in  October, 1796, when th e

a f f a i r s  o f  th e  two in s t i tu t io n s  had reached such a s ta te  th a t  a con-
84

so lid a tio n  appeared p ro f i ta b le  to  both p a r t ie s .  Both schools

I b id . ,  A p ril 4 , 1796, p .  106.
Transylvania Seminary l o s t  the  tw elve thousand ac res  given in  

1783, by a c t  o f  th e  V irg in ia  L eg isla tu re*  See Charles C aldw ell, A 
D iscourse on th e  Genius and C haracter o f  the Rev* Horace H olley. LL.D. .  
L ate  P resid en t o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , w ith  an Appendix, p . 194. 
Boston: H i l l ia rd ,  Gray, L i t t l e ,  and W ilk ins, 1828*

E sp ec ia lly  W illiam  Horton and Alexander P ark er. Levi Todd,
Robert Todd, and John Campbell had a lso  opposed th e  e le c tio n  o f Toulmin*

84 “Minutes o f th e  Board of T rustees of T ransylvania S^dm ary, 
Lexington, October 1 , 1798,” p . 168. The T ransylvania Seminary committee 
was sent to  bo th  th e  Lexington Academy and Kentucky Academy w ith  o rders 
to  e f fe c t  a  union w ith e i th e r  o r b o th . November 2 , 1798, p . 168.
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favored co n so lid a tio n  and a p e t i t io n  was forwarded to  th e  General
85Assembly fo r a new charter*  The term s o f the union were very  sim i­

l a r  to  those  te n ta t iv e ly  agreed upon in  1796,  w ith th e  exception  of 

th e  anion o f  the  boards* Two p lans o f combining the  boards were in ­

cluded in  th e  p e titio n *  The p rev iously  suggested method favored th e  

seminary w ith  i t s  la rg e r  number o f  t r u s te e s ,  b u t th e  a l te rn a t iv e  

arrangem ent, whereby te n  members from each board , to g e th e r  w ith  the  

governor o f  th e  s ta t e ,  were se le c te d  to  compose the  new board , was 

adopted by th e  le g is la tu re *  The c h a r te r  fo r  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , 

which was th e  a c t  o f anion o f  th e  two schoo ls, was passed on December 

22, 1798, to  take e f fe c t  January 1 , 1799* ^

Less ca re  was shown in  deciding upon th i s  s te p  than  th e  t ru s te e s  

had ex erc ised  in  1796, when th ey  in v e s tig a te d  th e  resources o f Kentucky 

Academy befo re  reach ing  any agreement* John Bradford described  th e  

a c tio n  as fo llow s:

At th e  tim e th e  union o f th ese  in s t i tu t io n s  took p lace , the  
pecuniary  resou rces o f th e  Transylvania Seminary, were extrem ely low; 
and th e  only  motive o f some o f i t s  T rustees to  consent to  th e  union, 
was th e  hope of acq u irin g , in  cash L600; a sum rep o rted  to .b e  in  th e  
tre a s u ry  in  th e  Kentucky Academy; but a f t e r  the  union, when th e  tre a su ry  
came to  be examined, i t  was found to  be empty o f cash , and th e  only 
fund was n o tes  and bonds, to  an amount l e s s  than 1*500,  w ith  some

Ib id *« November 3 ,  1798, p . 170*
W illiam L i t t e l l ,  E d ito r , The S ta tu te  Law o f Kentucky. ?©1* I I ,  

pp* 234-36* F ran k fo rt: W illiam  H unter, 1810*
Kentucky G azette . 12 (December 26,  1798), 1 .
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su b sc r ip tio n s , no p a r t  o f which could be c o lle c te d . So th a t  th e  only  
advantage ob tained  by th e  union, was th e  a d d itio n  of te n  o f the  t ru s ­
te e s  o f the  Kentucky Academy, to  th e  sane number o f those o f  Transyl­
van ia  Seminary, to  manage th e  concerns of T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . '

Robert P a rk e r 's  re p o r t on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  t ru s te e s  o f Kentucky

Academy, dated  January 15, 1799, reached th e  same conclusion a s  th a t  o f
88B radford, in  reg a rd  to  th e  resources of th e  school.

P a r tis a n  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 1799-1804

The a c t  ch a rte rin g  Transylvania U n iv ersity , along with th e  

academy a c t  approved a t  the same tim e , s e t  up an ex tensive  p lan  of 

h ig h er education in  Kentucky w ith  Transylvania U n iv e rsity  a s  th e  

capstone o f  th e  s ta te  system. The c h ie f  weakness o f t h i s  p lan o f 

education was the  absence o f a pub lic  elem entary school system to  

feed th e  academ ies, and, in  tu rn ,  the  u n iv e rs ity . An a l te rn a t iv e  

p lan  empowering th e  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  t ru s te e s  to  e s ta b lis h  

from tim e to  tim e , a t  th e  s e a t o f  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  o r elsew here, "one 

o r more schools as  n u rse r ie s  fo r  th e  s a id  u n iv e rs ity "  was used in  only 

one in s ta n c e , and th a t  was th e  p rep a ra to ry  department o f th e  univer­

s i t y .

Rev. James Moore was made p re s id en t o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  and he

John B radford, "Notes on Kentucky, No. 52," Kentucky G azette . 
41 (January 18, 1028), 1 .

88
Jo u rn al o f th e  S enate . 1825-6, T h ir ty -fo u rth  Assembly (Novem­

ber 7 , 1825 -  December 21, 1825), November 25, 1825, p . 153*
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continued  in  th a t  o f f ic e  u n t i l  1804* I t  i s  no t known why he sur­

rendered. th e  p residency , but on October 4 , 1804, Rev. Janes B lythe, 

th e  lo c a l  P resb y te rian  clergyman and p ro fesso r o f th e  sc ie n ces , was 

e le c te d  p res id en t pro tempore* The u n iv e rs i ty  a s  a whole enjoyed 

considerab le  success a t  th e  s t a r t ,  although the  t o t a l  number o f 

s tu d en ts  d id  not exceed f i f t y  per sessio n  in  th e  e a r l i e r  years* 

Disharmony in  the  board o f  t ru s te e s  was evidenced by t h e i r  

slowness in  se le c tin g  a permanent chairman* A c o n f l ic t  between two 

fa c tio n s  of the  board became heated  when a group of s tu d en ts  p resen ted  

to  th e  board o f  t ru s te e s  a p e t i t io n  contai ning charges a g a in s t Rev* 

James Welsh, which caused th e  l a t t e r ' s  resig n a tio n *

Plan o f  a  c e n tra l  u n iv e rs i ty *-«iffhe General Assembly envisioned a 

g re a t system o f education in  Kentucky when they  passed a c ts  in  1798 

c h a r te rin g  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , and endowing academies throughout 

th e  s ta te *  The academy a c t ,  which endowed an academy in  every Ken­

tucky county, s ta te d  th a t  th e se  schools were " to  be n u rse r ie s  o f
89T ransy lvan ia , as  th e  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ."  The a c t co n so lid a tin g

Transylvania Seminary and Kentucky Academy, ch a rte rin g  Transylvania

U n iv e rs ity , au th o rised  th e  tru s te e s  to  " e s ta b lis h  a t  th e  s e a t  o f th e

sa id  u n iv e rs ity , o r elsew here, one o r more schoo ls, a s  n u rse r ie s  fo r
90

th e  sa id  u n iv e rsity * "  Caleb W allace, one o f th e  p r in c ip a l  founders

w illiam  L i t t e l l ,  E d ito r , The S ta tu te  Law of Kentucky* o p *  c i t * 
V ol. I I ,  pp . 219-31.

90 Ib ifi*. P* 228.
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w rote th a t  "The combined Aet s  o f  1798 e s ta b lish e d  the  most en ligh tened ,

p r a c t ic a l ,  and complete system o f  education  th a t  could , a t  th a t  tim e,
91be w itnessed  in  America.*1

92
The s ta te  d id  no t follow  th e  Je ffe rso n  p lan  and e s ta b lish e d  i t s  

system of p u b lic  elem entary schools a s  l a t e  a s  I 838,  th i r ty -n in e  years 

a f t e r  ch a rte rin g  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity . However, l i t t l e  e f fo r t  to  

u t i l i z e  t h e i r  a u th o r ity  was made by th e  u n iv e rs i ty  t r u s te e s ,  who were 

au th o rized  to  e s ta b lis h  a t  th e  se a t o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  o r elsewhere "one 

o r more schoo ls , a s  n u rse r ie s  fo r  th e  sa id  u n iv e rs i ty ."  W ithout a system 

o f elem entary schools to  supply studen ts  to  th e  academies, th e  s ta te  

system o f academies could not hope to  p ro sp er. Again, th e  u n iv e rs ity  

would no t be able to  expand u n less  a system o f "feeder" academies were 

m aintained on an e f f ic ie n t  le v e l  to  fu rn ish  studen ts  fo r  th e  u n iv e rs ity .

Although th e  co n so lid a tio n  gave the u n iv e rs ity  the s ix  thousand 

a c re s  o f land  form erly belonging to  Kentucky Academy, ^  th e  t r u s te e s ' 

p le a s  fo r  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  s ta te  met w ith l i t t l e  su ccess . ^  

With l i t t l e  f in a n c ia l  a id  from th e  s ta t e ,  no endowment from p r iv a te

^  Calob Wallace quoted in  Mabel H. P o l l i t t ,  A Biography o f  James 
Kennedy P a tte rso n . P residen t o f th e  U n iversity  o f Kentucky from 1869 
to  191®, p .  140* Lexington: S ecu rity  T rust C o., 1925.

^  Andrew J .  Lipscomb, E d ito r , The W ritings o f Thomas J e ffe rso n .
V ol. I ,  pp. 70-71 • Washington, D. C .: The Thomas Je ffe rso n  Memorial 
A sso c ia tio n , 1903*

"Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, December 7> 1799," V ol. I ,  p .  50.

^  *bid . . October 6 ,  1800, V ol. I ,  p .  63 .
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means, and no prospect o f  any s iz a b le  income o th er th an  tu i t io n  charges,

th e  school was e s ta b lish e d  under cond itions o th er than promising* Since

th e  public  school system, upon which th e  u n iv e rs ity  r e s te d  a s  a  capstone,

was immature and incom plete, even the a n tic ip a te d  income from tu i t io n

reward could n o t be la rg e ,  due to  th e  prospect o f sm all enrollm ents*

Ambitious o rg an iza tio n *-—In  addressing  the s tu d en ts  a t  th e  opening

o f  th e  second h a lf -y e a r  sess io n  on May 5, 1800, Moore, in  d iscussing

th e  su ccessfu l p u rsu it  o f  le a rn in g , po in ted  ou t th a t  the  most im portant

q u a li ty  in  th e  s tuden t was "an eager c u r io s i ty ,  o r arden t d e s ire  o f 
95knowledge.N Moore adv ised  th e  studen ts  th e  follow ing y ear th a t

"We s h a l l  spare you no pains to  give you th e  b e s t in te l l ig e n t  in s tru c t io n
96on th e  various su b jec ts  which may come befo re  you." A m edical depart­

ment was organized  w ith  Doctors F rederick  Ridgely and Samuel Brown as  
97p ro fesso rs*  Brown founded Kappa lambda, a p ro fe ss io n a l m edical

f r a te r n i ty  w ith  aims to  improve the  standards o f  th e  m edical p ro fess io n ,
98

between 1799 and 1802* This was th e  f i r s t  p ro fe ss io n a l G re e k -le tte r

^  Kentucky G azette . 14 (May 5 , 1800), 1 ,
^  Kentucky G azette . 15 (January 2 ,  1801), 1 .

^  Ik id »« January 8 ,  1799, p* 3*
98 —

See “M inutes, dated  Lexington, Feb . 2 , I 8O3 ,  and October 5, I 8O3 ."  
M anuscript. T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington* Names and a c t i v i t i e s  rev ea l
th a t  th ese  a re  m inutes o f t h i s  o rg an iza tio n , although th e  n a tu re  o f  th e
so c ie ty  excluded the  name* See Kentucky G azette . 17 (August 16, I 8O3 ) ,  2 , 
fo r  proof th a t  Kappa Lambda and Lexington Medical S ocie ty  were sep ara te  
o rgan izations*
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99f r a te r n i ty  in  America, George N icholas, whom a contemporary described

as  a  w ell-equipped law yer, an equal of Madison in  argument, and a s  being
100"probably th e  on ly  man in  th e  convention whom Henry fe a re d ,” was

101
appoin ted  p ro fesso r o f law and p o l i t i e s  in  the  law schoo l. The r e ­

publican  p o l i t i c a l  philosophy was taugh t w ith  such f i d e l i t y  in  th e  law

school th a t  Thomas Je ffe rso n  advised young V irg in ian s  to  study a t  T ran-
102sylvan ia  U n iv e rs ity ,

The u n iv e rs i ty  was organised  in to  an academy composed o f a c la s s ic a l

school fo r  th e  in s tru c t io n  o f  Greek and L a tin , and a school fo r  th e  French

language, to g e th e r  w ith  a grammar school fo r  th e  in s tru c t io n  o f  read ing ,
103w r itin g , and common a r ith m e tic . S tudents from th e  academy were re ­

ceived  in to  co lleg e  in  accordance w ith  terms o f adm ission e s ta b lish e d  

in  th e  Laws of th e  U niversity* The c o lle g ia te  course o f  science in  th e  

u n iv e rs ity  was under the  guidance of a p r in c ip a l  and one p ro fesso r under

99 Benjamin H, F rayser, "Kappa Lambda, th e  F ir s t  P ro fessio n a l 
F ra te rn i ty ,  A s e c re t S oeie ty  o f Medicos Founded about 1800, and Contain­
ing Many C h a ra c te r is tic s  o f the Modem F ra te rn i ty ,  Including  N ational 
A sp ec t,” Banta*s Greek Exchange. 23 (O ctober, 1935), 334-37, 344, 

"P re face .” North American M edical and S u rg ica l Jo u rn a l,
4 ( F ir s t  q u a r te r , 182o), i - a v i ,  (P h ilad e lp h ia : Kappa Alpha A ssocia tion  
o f th e  U nited S ta te s ,  1826),

10® Hugh B, G risby, H isto ry  o f th e  V irg in ia  B a tif ie a tio n  Convention.
p .  289* P h ilad e lp h ia : Thomas D esilv e r, 1819*

101 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity ,
Lexington, January 8 ,  1799," Vol. I ,  p . 3 .

102 S ? id . ,  January 8 ,  1799, V ol. I ,  p .  3 ; October 18, 1799, V ol. I ,  
p . 3 l j  and October 25, 1799, V ol. I ,  p . 32 .

103 Ib id *. October 18, 1799, V ol. I ,  p .  28.
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whom the stadents studied for two years. The first year course included
geography, a lg eb ra , E u c lid , trigonom etry  and m ensuration, n av ig a tio n ,

conic s e c tio n s , English  grammar, and composition* The second y ear course

included  n a tu ra l  philosophy and astronomy, m oral philosophy, lo g ic ,

chronology and general h is to ry ,  rh e to ric  and b e l l e s - l e t t r e s ,  and R eid’ s

and S tew art’s Essays* ^ 4

The fa c u lty  was organized and m inutes were ordered to  be kept o f 
105

t h e i r  tra n sac tio n s*  A s e t  o f laws was published under th e  t i t l e ,

"Laws o f the Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,” inc lud ing  sec tio n s  on exam inations,
106

study , p u b lic  speaking, re l ig io u s  w orship, and punishments* A com­

m itte e  was appointed ”to  frame an address to  the  L e g is la tu re  praying a id

to  e re c t a d d itio n a l b u ild in g s  to  th e  U n iv ersity  s ta t in g  th e  in c rease  o f
107stu d en ts  and th e  in su ff ic ie n c y  o f funds fo r  t h i s  purpose.” The t r u s ­

te e s  ad v e rtised  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  the  newspapers, s ta t in g  " th e  ex trao rd in ary  

success th a t  has a ttended  th i s  I n s t i tu t io n  fo r  some tim e p a s t and p resen t 

p ro sp ec ts  o f  the Board*”

C o n flic t o f  P resb y te rian  and l ib e r a l  p a r t ie s *—4  c o n f l ic t  between

104 PP* 28-29.
105 1 ^ *. October 18, 1799, V ol. I ,  pp. 30-31.
106 Ib id * , Qetober 25, 1799, V ol. I ,  pp. 35-4 0 .

Ib id . .  October 6 ,  1800, Vol. I ,  p . 63* 
ib id . . p . 64*
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p a r t ie s  w ith in  th e  board became apparent a t  the  o u tse t when a permanent

chairman o f  th e  board could not be decided upon. This c o n f l ic t  was

brought in to  th e  open when n ine  studen ts  p resen ted  to  th e  board o f

t ru s te e s  a p e t i t io n  con ta in ing  charges a g a in s t Rev. James Welsh. This

p e t i t io n  no longer e x is ts  among the sources. The charges were o f such

a n a tu re  th a t  the board h e ld  a pub lic  hearing  on th e  whole case from

June 24 to  Ju ly  1 , 1801. Twenty studen ts  gave evidence a g a in s t Welsh
109and fo u r t e s t i f i e d  in  h is  fa v o r. A la rg e  p a r t o f th e  testim ony 

contained  evidence th a t  Welsh was to o  rough toward h is  s tu d e n ts , th a t  

he was no t a good d is c ip l in a r ia n , and th a t  he accused c e r ta in  B ap tis t 

m in is te rs  o f  preaching blasphemy. Evidence on th ese  p o in ts  was heavy 

a g a in s t Welsh, and h is  personal defense was weak; however, the r e a l  

reason  fo r  th e  hearings on Welsh d id  not develop from th e se  charges, 

bu t in  h is  opposition  to  th e  r a d ic a l  r e l ig io n  and Republican p o l i t i e s  

o f  th e  g re a te r  p a r t  o f  the s tu d en t body. The tru s te e s  on th e  l ib e r a l  

s id e  c o n s is te n tly  voted w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts , w hile those  o f th e  Presby­

te r ia n  f a i th  voted w ith Welsh. By vo te  o f the  board, Welsh was continued

as  a  p ro fe sso r . 0a  the  follow ing day, f i f te e n  stu d en ts  withdrew from 
11©

schoo l, and th e  t ru s te e s  c a lle d  fo r  a re p o rt from th e  f a c u lty ,  in

109 "Hearings on Rev. James Welsh, d a ted , June 24 -  J u ly  1 , 1801." 
M anuscript. Transylvania C ollege, Lexington. There i s  a copy by Shane 
w ith  the  P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h ilad e lp h ia .

110 "Minutes of th e  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, Ju ly  2 , 1801," Vol. I ,  p .  97.

John Bradford, "Notes on Kentucky, No. 53*" Kentucky G azette .
41 (January 25, 1828), 1 .
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consequence o f  which th ey  decided th a t  Welsh "can no longer be se rv iceab le
m

to  th i s  U n iv e rs ity  as  a  professor** A vo te  o f n ine  to  e ig h t passing
n o

t h i s  re so lu tio n  led  t© W elsh 's re s ig n a tio n . This v o te  was a r e s u l t  

o f  p ressu re  exerted  by th e  s tu d en ts  ra th e r  than  by th e  s e c ta r ia n s ' con­

t r o l  o f  th e  board. The Welsh ease i s  a c le a r  example o f  la c k  o f academic 

freedom a t  T ransylvania during t h i s  p e rio d .

Sometime a f t e r  th e  Welsh h earin g s, s tu d en ts  rep o rted  by p e t i t io n  

to  th e  board o f t ru s te e s  requesting  an in v e s tig a tio n  of th e  rumor th a t  

th e re  was a d e i s t i c a l  club in  th e  u n iv e rs ity . A committee o f four 

t r u s te e s ,  two s e c ta r ia n s , and two l ib e r a ls  in v e s tig a te d  and rep o rted :

. . .  th a t  th e re  i s  no t any so c ie ty  in  th e  U n iv e rs ity  fo r  d is ­
cussing  d e i s t i c a l  sen tim en ts , nor even fo r  examining o r debating on 
co n tro v erted  p o in ts  o f  r e l ig io n .  And th a t  the Laws o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  
on t h i s  su b je c t, a re  c a re fu lly  a ttended  to  by p ro fe sso rs  and students*  
That th e  rep o rt had o r ig in a te d , e i th e r  from m istaken id e a s , o r w ith 
th o se  who a re  u n frien d ly  to  th e  i n s t i tu t io n .

Two a c tio n s  o f th e  board ( re fu s a l  to  a e t  on a p e t i t io n  favoring 

th e  e le c tio n  o f James Madison to  th e  p residency , and the  replacem ent 

o f  James Moore by James B lythe, a  P re sb y te rian , as  p re s id en t)  in d ic a te  

th a t  th e  s e c ta r ia n s  had gained d e f in ite  c o n tro l o f th a t  body by 1804*

A p e t i t io n  from a la rg e  group o f l ib e r a l  c i t iz e n s  urged th e  e le c tio n

"Minutes o f the  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, Ju ly  2 , 1801,* V ol. I ,  pp. 97-98.

112 Ib iS *

113 I b id . .  June 9, 18©2, V ol. I ,  pp . 211-12.
John Bradford, "Motes on Kentucky, No. 53," oj>. c i t .
"Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 

Lexington, June 11, 1802," V ol. I ,  pp . 214-15.
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o f  James Madison, P residen t of W illiam  and Mary and E piscopalian  Bishop
115

o f  V irg in ia , as  p resid en t in  1802* In  a l e t t e r  dated March 29, 1802,

Madison had expressed h is  w illin g n ess  to  accept th e  p residency , i f  s a t i s -
116fa c to ry  term s could be arranged* The p e t i t io n  s ta te d  th a t  James 

Moore was w illin g  to  r e s ig n , and th a t  Madison was accep tab le  to  th e  r e ­

maining professo rs*  A sa la ry  o f one thousand d o lla rs  a y ea r was guaranteed
117by a p ledge, carry ing  many o f  the names on th e  p e titio n *  A committee

o f  t ru s te e s  recommended h is  e le c tio n  bu t no fu r th e r  a c tio n  was taken  toward

bring ing  him to  Kentucky*

On October 4 , 1804, Rev. James B lythe, Lexington P resb y te rian  clergy*
118

man and p ro fe sso r of sc ien ces, was e le c te d  p resid en t pro tempore* He 

was unable to  q u a lify  fo r  d u tie s  o f th e  p re s id e n t assigned  by law , those  

of p ro fesso r o f moral philosophy, lo g ic ,  c r i t ic is m , and b e l le s  le t t r e s *

There i s  no c le a r  explanation a s  to  how Rev. James Moore, E piscopalian  

m in is te r ,  ceased being p re s id e n t. A w r i te r  signing th e  name of "A ris tid e s ,"  

pu rpo rting  to  have been a s tuden t about th e  tim e of M oore's replacem ent

in  th e  p residency , w rote: "The presidency was w rested from an
—  — 1-----

H 5  " P e ti t io n , dated , Lexington, 1802*" M anuscript. P resb y te rian  
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P hiladelphia*

116 "George Madison to  Col. James T ro t te r ,  l e t t e r ,  dated  March 29, 
1802." Manuscript* P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h ilad e lp h ia .

117 "Pledge, da ted , A p r il,  1802." Manuscript* P resb y te rian  
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h ilad e lp h ia .

118 "Report to  consider George M adison's l e t t e r  to  C ol. James 
T ro t te r ,  f i l e d ,  A p ril 15, 1802." M anuscript. T ransylvania C ollege, 
Lexington*
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119E p isco p a lian , #10 was an ornament o f  v i r t u e .” 7 A p e t i t io n  from

stu d e n ts , c a l l in g  a t te n tio n  to  h is  eminent q u a lif ic a tio n s  as a teach e r

and urging th a t  he be re ta in e d , was received  on October 3» 1804*

A fte r rep ea ted  t r i a l s ,  Rev* Robert H* Bishop was e lec te d  to  M oore's 
121professorsh ip*  In  1805 Blythe and Bishop, who were form erly  e le c te d

to  one year terms, were elected to f iv e  year terms? however, Blythe's
loo

p o s itio n  was contingent upon th e  appointment o f a p residen t*  Although 

Bishop was o f th e  A ssociate Reformed Church, he had re c e n tly  published  

a. work, e n t i t le d  An Apology fo r  Calvinism , a defense o f orthodox Pres­

b y te r  ianism a g a in s t the h e re s ie s  o f Barton W* Stone*

Although John Bradford, an eyew itness, wrote th a t  th e  l ib e r a l  t r u s ­

te e s  assumed la s t in g  c o n tro l o f  the  u n iv e rs ity  soon a f t e r  i t s  organiza— 
124

t io n ,  th e  board ac tio n  described  above re fu te s  t h i s  v ery  good 

a u th o r ity . For, even before  th e  e le c tio n s  o f  Blythe and Bishop, a 

w r i te r  signing th e  name o f  "The H ibernian V is ito r"  had w ritte n  th a t

Kentucky G azette . 42 (August 20, 1819), 2* Moore became a 
t r u s te e  semetime la te r*

120 « P e tit io n  of S tu d en ts, dated , October 3 ,  1804*" M anuscript, 
T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington*

"Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T ru stees  o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity , 
Lexington, October 3 ,  1804," V ol. I ,  p .  276*

121 November 1 , 1804, Vol. I ,  p . 279*
122 XbiA*. A p ril 9 , 1805, V ol. I ,  pp . 292-93*
123 Kentucky G azette . 17 (May 22, 1804), 3* Bishop became a P res­

b y te r ia n  in  1819* Robert Davidson, H isto ry  of th e  P resb y te rian  Church 
in  Kentucky, ©g. c i t . ,  p* 370.

124 j©hn Bradford, "Rotes on Kentucky, No* 53," op.  c i t .
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b ig o try , sec ta rian ism , and incompetence c o n tro lle d  th e  board and fa c u lty

o f th e  u n iv e rs ity , to  th e  d isg u s t o f  th e  public* These s ta tem ents s e re

o f such importance th a t  th e  F rankfort Palladium  re p r in te d  them from th e
125Kentucky G azette* The l ib e r a ls  may have hoped th a t  Henry Clay would 

tak e  the  in te r e s t  in  Transylvania U n iv ersity  th a t  ^homas Je ffe rso n  evi­

denced in  the  U niversity  o f  V irg in ia , bu t Clay resigned  h is  law p ro fesso r­

sh ip  in  1807*

Public announcements by the  board dem onstrate th e  change o f th e  

u n iv e rs ity ’s p o licy  w ith  re sp ec t to  in s tru c t io n  in  r e l ig io n  from 1800 

to  1805* In  1800 th e  board announced the fo llow ing :

% i l s t  th e  t ru s te e s  announce to  th e  public  th e  so lic itu d e  w ith  which 
th e y  a re  determ ined to  watch over th e  m orals o f  th e  youth , th ey  pledge 
them selves in  th e  most unequivocal manner, th a t  no in flu en ce  be
used to  in e u le a te  those p r in c ip le s  of r e l ig io n  which a re  c h a ra c te r is t ic  
o f  the d if f e re n t  sects*  I t  i s  t h e i r  u n a lte ra b le  determ ination  th a t  
s tu d en ts  s h a l l  be l e f t  a t  p e rfe c t l ib e r ty  in  th e  form ation o f  t h e i r  
r e l ig io u s  ereeds*

In  1805 th e  board published  t h i s  announcement:

I t  has been and s t i l l  s h a ll  b e , th e  ca re  o f the  T rustees and P rofes­
s o rs , to  guard a g a in s t the banefu l in flu en ce  o f s c e p tic a l  p r in c ip le s ;  and 
w hile  they c a re fu lly  prevent the  in c u lc a tio n  of th e  p e c u lia r  opinion o f 
any C h ris tian  s e c t ,  th ey  f e e l  them selves bound to  see th a t  th e  g re a t 
lead in g  d o c trin e s  o f C h r is t ia n ity  be warmly in cu lca ted  by precep t and by 
example* J-2 '

A review o f th e  l ib e r a l  versus s e c ta r ia n  controversy  w ith in  th e  

board shows th a t  th e  P resb y te rian s  ob tained  c o n tro l i n i t i a l l y ,  but

Kentucky Palladium, 6 (February 24 and March 3, 1804), 2 and 2*
^  Kentucky Gazette* 14 (January 2, 1800), 1*

Kentucky G azette . 10 (October 10, 1805), 3*
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re lin q u ish ed  i t  to  th e  l ib e r a ls  in  1794* Under the a dmini s t  r a t  ions o f 

Harry Toulmin and James Moore, 1794-1804, th e  l ib e r a ls  enjoyed a  measure 

o f con tro l*  Moore had proved l i b e r a l  enough to  become an E piscopalian  

m in is te r  a f t e r  h is  severance from th e  P resb y te rian  Church* The board 

o f t ru s te e s  continued to  be d iv ided  in to  s e c ta r ia n  and l i b e r a l  fac tio n s*  

However, by 1805, w ith P resb y te rian  p a r tis a n s  on th e  f a c u lty ,  th e  uni­

v e r s i t y 's  p o lic y  w ith re sp ec t to  r e l ig io n  in  th e  curriculum  was, in  

s p i r i t ,  th a t  o f  th e  P re sb y te r ia n s’ Kentucky Academy. The s e c ta r ia n s  

gained  c o n tro l. There i s  considerab le  evidence th a t  th e  s e c ta r ia n -  

dominated u n iv e rs ity  was no t in  harmony w ith  th e  community i t  was serving 

from 1805 to  1816* However, a f t e r  a sh o rt p e rio d , 1816-1818, o f h ig h ly  

co n tes ted  a c tio n  between th e  se c ta r ia n s  and l i b e r a l s ,  a powerful in te l ­

l e c tu a l  and l i b e r a l  le a d e r , Horace H olley, appeared, who drove th e  

P resb y te rian s  from Transylvania U niversity* He and the l ib e r a ls  were 

in  tu rn  ousted  from th e  u n iv e rs ity  some nine y ears  la te r*

The union of Transylvania Seminary w ith Kentucky Academy was 

v i r tu a l ly  a union of two h o s t i le  p h ilo so p h ies , bu t each co lleg e  in  i t s  

sh o rt-s ig h te d  e f fo r t  to  gain  s tre n g th  in  term s o f endowment, cash , 

f a c i l i t i e s  o r  lo c a tio n  was w illin g  to  u n ite  w ith  i t s  foe* % is  was 

shown to  have been a se rio u s  mistake*

Summary

I t  has been shown th a t  th e  ad m in is tra tio n s  of M itch e ll and W ilson, 

1785-1791, M oore's f i r s t  ad m in is tra tio n , 1791-1794, and Toulmin'a ad­

m in is tra t io n , 1794-1796, were not su ccessfu l in tte rm s o f r e c ru i t in g
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c o n s is te n t enro llm ents. The s tu d en t body from 1785 to  1796 v a ried  from 

a few s tu d en ts  to  a h igh o f  about f i f ty *  But since  th e  enrollm ent was 

so u n s ta b le , i t  i s  doubted i f  any very  e f f ic ie n t  ad m in is tra tio n  and 

o rg an iza tio n  o f  th e  studen t body was ever completed* A vailab le  b u ild in g s  

seem to  have been very  inadequate , and th e re  seems to  have been no s a t i s ­

fa c to ry  lib ra ry *  The ra p id  tu rnover o f teach er personnel probably d id  

n o t give any one teaeh er s u f f ic ie n t  tim e in  which to  do any ex tensive  

p lanning o r opportun ity  to  u t i l i z e  s p e c if ic  experience in  d ea lin g  w ith  

problems p e c u lia r  to  Transylvania* While th e  tre a su ry  d id  no t show a 

d e f i c i t ,  i t  was no t o f s u f f ic ie n t  p roportions to  make fo r  a s ta b le  

f in a n c ia l  p o licy  in  re fe ren ce  to  th e  teachers*; s a la r ie s  o r to  o ther 

op era tin g  expenses* But considering  the  p la c e , th e  tim e , and th e  a v a il­

a b le  means, t h i s  p ioneer school achieved a measure o f  success by con­

tin u in g  a c tiv e  and by perform ing educational ta sk s  w ith in  i t s  capacity* 

Moore re tu rn ed  a s  th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  head o f T ransylvania in  1796, 

remaining in  th a t  p o s itio n  even a f t e r  i t s  merger w ith  Kentucky Academy 

in  1799i he continued in  o f f ic e  u n t i l  1804. F a ilin g  to  q u a lify  in  h is  

exam ination fo r  th e  P resb y te rian  c le rg y , Moore en tered  th e  E piscopalian  

m in is try . In  term s o f  p a r ty  p a rtisa n sh ip  in  e a r ly  T ransy lvan ia , th e  

Moore ad m in is tra tio n  from 1796 to  1804 can be sa id  to  have been l ib e ra l*  

This perio d  was more successfu l than  th e  previous p eriod , 1785-1796, in  

th a t  i t  was more stab le*  The student body d id  no t vary so g r e a t ly  in  

numbers, one ad m in istra to r was a t  th e  head o f th e  school fo r  e ig h t y e a rs , 

and some p rogress was made in  th e  way o f b u ild in g s  and l ib r a r ie s *  The
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two p ro fe ss io n a l schoo ls, medicine and law , were organized and met w ith  

some success in  t ra in in g  m edical doctors and lawyers fo r  th e  new Southwest* 

A gain, as in  th e  e a r l i e r  p e rio d , when co n sid e ra tio n  i s  given to  th e  

p ioneer cond itions under which th i s  seminary was o p era tin g , i t  may be 

considered  to  have made an educational con tribu tion*
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CHAFFER III

PRESBYTERIANISM, SECOND RISE OF LIBERALISM, AND PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

DEVELOPMENT, 1804-1818

The parpose of th i s  chap ter i s  to  evalua te  th e  P re sb y te ria n s1 

p erio d  o f  c o n tro l from 1804 to  1816,  to  d ep ic t the second r i s e  o f 

l ib e ra lis m  from 1816 to  1818, and to  p resen t th e  development o f th e  

p ro fe ss io n a l schoo ls , medicine and lair*

P resb y te rian  S ectarian ism , 1804-1816

Acting P residen t Blythe and Transylvania .—On October 4 , 1804, Rev.

James Blythe was e lec te d  p resid en t pro tempore o f T ransylvania U n iv e rsity

A studen t wrote th a t  Blythe "was a la rg e ,  sq u a re -b u ilt  man, f iv e  fe e t

eleven , w ith  remarkably s te m  and heavy eyebrows, and a h a rsh , deep-toned

voice w ith too  ex c lu siv e , p o s itiv e  manners t o  be popu lar, and y e t a  firm , 
2good te a c h e r ."  A p ioneer o f  th e  P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky, he

was zealous fo r  h is  p a r t ic u la r  sec t and was known fb r  h is  many e x ce llen t
g

t r a i t s  o f  c h a ra c te r . But B lythe provoked th e  pub lic  by h is  a tta c k s  

upon th e  War o f  1812* His antagonism arose  p r in c ip a lly  from th e  fa e t

1 "Minutes of th e  Board o f T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , October 4 , 1804," V ol. I ,  p .  276.

2 "Dr. C hristopher C* Graham to  Dr. Robert P e te r ,"  l e t t e r ,  pub­
lish e d  in  p a r t  in  Robert P e te r  and Johanna P e te r ,  T ransylvania Univer­
s i t y . p . 110. L o u isv ille : The F ilso n  Club, 1896.

3 Robert P e te r  and Johanna P e te r ,  og. c i t . .  p . 88 .
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th a t  one o f h is  sons was f r ig h t f u l ly  massacred a t  the  R iver R a is in  in

1812* He was sub jec ted  t© an e c c le s ia s t ic a l  t r i a l  in  1813 and 1814, in

part because of his war views, Blythe made frequent attacks upon the
" fre e  and easy , tomahawk, and scalp ing  k n ife  s o c ie t i e s .” These appear

to  have been Republican p o l i t i c a l  o rg an iza tio n s , con ta in ing  p o ssib ly  some

l i b e r a l  members o f th e  board of tru s te e s*  ^ Thus Blythe a lig n ed  h im self

w ith  th e  F e d e ra lis ts  by im plication*

When P residen t Madison dec la red  January 12, I 8I 5,  a n a tio n a l F ast

Day, an opportunity was given Blythe to deliver a sermon highly critical
o f  pub lic  policy* ^ This sermon, which was d r a s t ic a l ly  c r i t i c a l  o f th e

e x is t in g  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rsh ip , in te n s if ie d  tremendously th e  p u b lic 's

resentm ent toward him* Unfavorable e d i to r ia l  reviews appeared in  many

papers* Dr* Joseph Buchanan, one o f  th e  l ib e r a l  le a d e rs , a tta c k e d  th i s
7sermon as a  p lan  fo r an es ta b lish ed  re lig io n *

(a) FINANCIAL HEPCRT*--In a re p o rt by Charles Humphreys and Thomas 

B arr, a  committee to  examine and s e t t l e  the accounts o f  th e  U n iv ersity , 

A p ril 4 , 1810, gave th e  statem ent o f accounts a s  fo llow s:

^ W illiam  L . MacCalla, Case of MaeCalla a g a in s t B ly the.  C h il-  
l ic o th e ,  Ohio: 1814* Pp* 36*

^ Kentucky G azette . 39 (Ju ly  31 ,  I 8I 5) ,  2*

^ James B lythe, Our S ins Acknowledged. Lexington: 1815* Pp* 16*
7 See r e p r in t  o f  Kentucky Palladium* e d i to r ia l  in  Kentucky Reporter* 

8 (March 13, 1815), 3*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



61

Rents o f  Harrod1s Creek lan d s , $ 449*00
Rents o f McKee's Survey, estim ated  a t 225*75
Rents o f  unsold land  in  C o ll in 's  Survey 58.04
S ix ty -s ix  shares Kentucky Insurance

Company, dividend a t  10 per cent 660.00
Twenty shares Bank o f Kentucky stock ,

dividend a t  6 per cent 120.00
Claim o f Thomas January , $1,000,

10 per cent in te r e s t  on, 100.00
In te re s t  on bonds fo r  lands so ld ,

$3 , 160*36 (6  per c e n t) , 264*98
In te re s t  on bonds fo r  lands so ld ,

$3,803*75 (6  per c e n t) , 228*22
T uitio n  money, exclusive  of what

accrues to  th e  p ro fe sso rs , 500.00
C ontributions from studen ts  to  l ib r a r y 46*00

$2,681.99
The annual expenses o f  th e  U niversity 1 , 625*00

Leaving a surp lus $1,056.99

This rep o rt in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty 's  budget was sn a il*  How­

ev er, considering  th e  su rp lu s , i t  seems to  have been adequate*

(b) WAR IM RS.-^At no time during the p e rio d , 1804- 1812,  was a 

s in c e re  e f fo r t  made to  acquire a p resid en t*  The board seemed to  have 

been content w ith  the  se rv ic e s  o f James B lythe, although they  never 

showed s u f f ic ie n t  confidence in  him to  w arrant h is  e le c tio n  a s  permanent

p residen t*  In  1812 fo u r l i b e r a l s ,  Hunt, Sanders, M orrison, and B arry,
9

were appointed a s  a committee to  search fo r  a su ita b le  p re s id e n t, 

but th ey  appear to  have taken no a c tio n , and a t  leng th  th e i r  power

0
"Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 

Lexington, A p ril 4 , 1810," V ol. I I ,  p , 1 .

9 Ib id *. Ju ly  27, 1812, ? o l .  I I ,  p* 104*
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lapsed# ^  lev# E# N o tt, a  P resb y te rian , was e le c te d , but declined  th e

post in  September, 1813# While i t  i s  probable th a t  some reduction
12in  th e  s tuden t body took p lace  during  the  War, t h i s  f a c t  does not

seem to  be s ig n if ic a n t ,  s in ce  by 1814 th e  enrollm ent was about as high
13a s  i t  had been previously* But by c o n tra s t ,  another Lexington school

14m aintained i t s  enro llm ent, w ith a tu i t io n  th re e  tim es a s  high# In  

1812 p lans fo r  a new b u ild in g  were completed in  o rder to  make p o ssib le  

an improved p lan  o f  in s tru c t io n , but they  were probably postponed because 

o f  the  War# ^

The curriculum  was extended during t h i s  period* P r io r  to  March,

1816, th e re  were fo u r p rogressive  c la s se s  of L a tin  and two o f Greek, and

one o th e r fo r  memorization in  th e  c la s s ic a l  schoo l, o r p rep ara to ry  d e p a rt-  
16

m ent. The co llege  included th re e  c la s s e s ,  rep resen tin g  th re e  years  o f
17work, namely, freshman, ju n io r , and s e n io r .

10 I b ig . ,  Jane 4 , 1813, Vol. I I ,  pp. 120-21.
11 September 8 ,  1813, V ol. I I ,  p .  123.

^  Ib itU « A p ril 16, 1812, V ol. I I ,  p .  97. S . B la ir ,  T reasu rer, 
rep o rted  fo u rteen  grammar and tw enty-seven s c ie n t i f i c  students#

^  Ib id ## A p ril 5 , 1814, Vol# I I ,  p . I 39 .  There were rep o rted  
twenty-two c la s s ic a l  s tu d e n ts , th ir ty -o n e  s c ie n t i f ic  s tu d e n ts , and n ine 
law students#

^  Kentucky G azette . 28 (May 29, 1815), 1#
■̂5 "Minutes of the  Board of T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­

in g to n , January 7 , 1812 and A p ril 17, 1812," Vol. I I ,  pp . 95 and 104.
Ib id . .  March 18, 1816, Vol# I I ,  p . 227#

17 I b id .
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The f in a n c ia l  condition  o f the u n iv e rs ity  improved from 1804 to  1816. 

The g re a te r  p a r t  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  endowment g ran t o f e igh t thousand ac res  

o f  la n d , which had been p rev iously  leased  fo r  long term s a t  a low r a t e ,  had
*1 fifr

been so ld  p r io r  to  1812, a t  th e  r a t e  of $3*75 per ac re  fo r $30 , 000 .

This money was in v ested  in  234 shares o f  th e  Bank of Kentucky, and s ix ty *

s ix  shares o f  an Insurance Company, and w ith  i t s  increm ents and the  income

accru ing  from o th e r sources the  money endowment o f the  school amounted, in

1818, to  $67,532* The new board acknowledged th e  re c e ip t  o f t h i s  amount
19in  t h e i r  re p o rt to  th e  le g is la tu re *

(c) APPRAISAL OF BIYTHE'S AimNISTRATIGN .-*T ransylvania U n iv ersity

enjoyed a moderate degree of p ro sp e rity  during t h i s  p e r io d , 1804 t o  1816,

"not b r i l l i a n t  indeed, bu t sound and h e a lth y ."  ^  Blythe discharged h is

d u tie s  " d i l ig e n tly  and e f f i c ie n t ly ,"  and th e  u n iv e rs ity  assumed a  re sp ec t*
21ab le  p lace in  th e  community. The curriculum  of s tu d ie s  was th e  same

as th a t  o f E astern  c o lle g e s , excepting  c la s s ic a l  le a rn in g , which was con*
22 *s id e red  o f  le s s  importance in  th e  West* Transylvania was regarded a s  

th e  nucleus fo r  th e  study o f orthodox l i t e r a t u r e  in  th e  W est, and i t s

18 M S * ,  October 31, 1812, Vol. I I ,  p . 110*
L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer. Vol. VI, p . 2*

20 Robert Davidson, H isto ry  o f the P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky. 
p . 297* New Yorks Robert C arte r  Co*, 1847*

23- Mann B u tle r , A H isto ry  o f  the  Commonwealth o f Kentucky, p* 187. 
L o u is v ille :  Published by th e  A uthor, 1834*

22 Timothy F l in t ,  R eco llec tions o f th e  L ast Ten Y ears. Passed in  
O ccasional Residence and Journevings in  th e  V alley  o f th e  M iss is s ip p i. 
pp. 67- 08 .  Bostons Published by the Author, 1826.
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23in flu en ce  upon th e  i n te l l e c t  and Morals o f  th e  country was f a r  reaching* 

In v e s tig a tio n  by House of R epresen ta tives. — p e t i t io n  had been 

c irc u la te d  in  Mason County c a ll in g  f o r  a reo rg an iza tio n  o f th e  u n iv e rs ity
Oh

and an amendment o f i t s  ch arte r*  F rancis Johnson made a  motion th a t

a committee be e s ta b lish e d  to  in v e s tig a te  charges "made on common fam e.” '

Johnson was appointed chairman o f t h i s  committee and asked fo r  a s t a t e -

ment from th e  board o f t r u s te e s ,  on the  con d itio n  o f  th e  u n iv ersity *

This re p o r t ,  prepared by th e  m a jo rity  t r u s te e s ,  was subm itted on January

26 , 1816, and was made, to  some e x te n t, the  b a s is  fo r th e  committee’s 
27r e p o r t .  The t r u s te e s ' re p o rt was in  essence a  ju s t i f i c a t io n  o f t h e i r  

28
a d m in is tra tio n . They po in ted  out th a t  they  had converted th e  unpro­

ductive  landed property  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in to  productive bank stock*

They s ta te d  fu r th e r  t h a t ,  during Toulm in's presidency of th re e  y e a rs , th e  

studen t enrollm ent dropped from seventy to  f o r ty ,  t o  ten* The

23 Bobert Davidson, oj>* c i t . ,  p . 297*
Kentucky G azette . 28 (September 25, 1815), 1 and 28 (October 2 , 

1815), 1 * The Journal o f th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es  does not mention 
th e  re c e ip t o f  t h i s  p e titio n *

^  Jog roal of th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es. 24th Assembly (December 
4 , 1815 — February 10 ,  1816), p . 35*

Kentucky Palladium . 16 (December 18, 1815), 1 .
26 See "Minutes o f th e  Board of T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv ersity , 

Lexington, December 27, 1815,” Vol. I I ,  p . 196, fo r  n o t i f ic a t io n  o f Legis­
l a t u r e 's  req u est fo r  a  re p o rt on th e  "causes which have re ta rd e d  i t s
L the u n iv e r s i ty 's  J  s tan d in g , and o f what b e n e f it  f u r th e r  l e g is la t iv e  
a id  would do fo r  th e  advancement o f  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n .”

Journal o f the  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es. 24th Assembly (December 4 , 1815 - February 10, 1816), p. 2Q3*
27 Ib id . .  p . 200.
28 ib id . .  pp, 203-19*
29 Qne w r ite r  s ta te s  th a t  th e  t r u s te e s ' remarks on ^oulm in 's  adminis­

t r a t io n  and on th e  union o f Transylvania Seminary and Kentucky Academy
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t ru s te e s  rep o rted  th a t  th e  enrollm ent from 1799 u n t i l  1812 was never le s s

than  f i f t y  in  number and th a t  during th e  War of 1812 i t  f lu c tu a te d  from

forty -tw o  to  fo r ty -e ig h t ,  and th a t  during th e  se ss io n  s ta r t in g  in  A p r il,
30

1815,  i t  had no t been over forty-tw o*

The t ru s te e s  s ta te d  th a t  th e  p ro fe sso rs , B lythe, Bishop and Sharpe, 

were competent, although none of them was a g re a t c e le b r i ty ,  and th e  exami­

n a tio n s  o f th e  s tu d en ts  had been adjudged s a t is f a c to ry  by a l l  th e  informed 

men who had a tten d ed  them* In  summarizing, they  s ta te d  th a t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty 's  

" a c tu a l standing  i s  as  f a i r  and f l a t t e r in g ,  as could o f  r ig h t  be expected 

o f  any seminary possessing  as  few p ro fesso rs  and labouring under bu t h a l f  

th e  quantum of d i f f i c u l t i e s  and discouragements*" 3 “̂ They did  no t mention 

th e  q u a li ty  o r len g th  o f the course o f in s tru c t io n  s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  but 

s ta te d  th a t  " they  / " th e  tru s te e s _ 7  have h e re to fo re  been ob liged  to  en jo in  

i t  upon th e i r  p ro fe s so rs , so to  re g u la te  th e i r  le c tu re s  and a d ju s t  th e  

c la s s e s ,  a s  to  give to  w estern youth, a f u l l  course o f in s tru c t io n  w ith in  

th e  compass o f  a  s in g le  y e a r ."  32 A statem ent to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  many

were com pletely in  e r ro r ,  and r e fe r s  to  p a r ts  o f  th e  re p o rt as  " f ic t io n ."  
However, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e liev e  th a t  a  committee o f lawmakers would 
accep t such a rep o rt w ithout su b s ta n tia tin g  vouchers, re c o rd s , and min­
u te s .  See N iels H. Sonne, L ib e ra l Kentucky. 1780-1828. p . 146. New Xork: 
Columbia U n iv e rs ity  P re ss , 1937.

3® Jo u rn al of th e  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es. 24th Assembly (Decern-* 
b e r 4 , 1815 -  February 10 ,  1816), p . 206.

31 Ib id *, p* 207.
32 Ib id *, p . 208* While a  "complete" course of in s tru c t io n  was 

organized on a one year b a s is ,  a s  i s  in d ic a te d  from the tru s te e s*  re p o r t ,  
o th e r  evidence p o in ts  to  a longer course o f  in s tru c t io n  th a t  was a lso  
scheduled. "The E x h ib itio n ,"  Kentucky G azette . 19 (A p ril 12, 1806), 3 ,  
d esc rib es  th e  graduation ex e rc ises  o f  a ju n io r  and a sen io r c la s s .  The 
board m inutes in  March, 1816, show an o rg an iza tio n  ch a rt in c lu ding four
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stu d en ts  came unprepared fo r  u n iv e rs ity  work was a lso  made# While i t  may 

be in fe r re d  fl*em th e  re p o rt th a t  th e  entrance requirem ents were n o t neces­

s a r i ly  h ig h , s in ce  th e  school was obviously attem pting  to  serve th e  w estern 

community, th e re  i s  no d e f in ite  statem ent to  in d ic a te  th a t  g raduation  

standards were not o f  th e  usual le v e l  or th a t  th e  one year m a tric u la te s

were allowed to  graduate* In  f a c t ,  ano ther re p o rt s ta te d  th a t  th e re  were
33on ly  twenty-two graduates from 1802 to  1818# Considering th e  number o f  

e n ro lle e s , a s  compared w ith  th e  number o f  g rad u a tes, i t  may be assumed 

th a t  graduation  standards were very  h ig h .

Adm itting th a t  th e  u n iv e rs ity  was low in  p u b lic  esteem, th e  t ru s te e s  

assumed th a t  th i s  f a c t  r e s u l te d  from th e  s c a rc ity  o f students#  The sm all 

enrollm ent was due to  a  number o f causes* The cond itions o f th e  country 

d id  n o t j u s t i f y  expecta tion  o f a la rg e  enrollm ent# There was a popular 

demand fo r  a  b r ie f  education , which compelled them to  compress the  normal 

course in to  one y e a r , thus re su lt in g  in  much sm aller s tuden t bodies each 

y ea r than a t  e a s te rn  schoo ls , but a la rg e r  t o t a l  enrollm ent o f in d iv id u a l 

s tu d en ts  over a perio d  o f years# The war, and com petition from a t  le a s t  

t h i r t y  academ ies, a lso  l im ite d  the studen t enrollm ent# The t ru s te e s  ( th e

c la s se s  in  L a tin , two in  Greek, and one o th e r  fo r  memorizing in  th e  Gram­
mar Schoolj th ey  show th re e  co llege  c la s se s  o f one year eaeh, freshman, 
ju n io r ,  and senior#  "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees of Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , Lexington, March 18, 1816," V ol. I I ,  p . 227#

33 "P residen t H o lley 's  Report to  th e  T rustees o f T ransylvania Uni­
v e r s i ty ,  Lexington, Kentucky, dated  March 24, 1827," published a s  an 
appendix in  Charles Caldw ell, The Genius and C haracter o f the  Rev# Horace 
Holley# LL*D«# p . 210. Boston: H i l l ia rd ,  Gray, L i t t l e ,  and W ilk ins, 1828*
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m a jo rity  o f  th e  t ru s te e s )  spoke o f th e  u se le ssn ess  o f  employing a man 

o f eminent l i t e r a r y  a b i l i t y  to  b u ild  up th e  u n iv e rs ity , s ta t in g  th a t ,  in  

a country in  which most people were engaged in  supplying th e  n e c e s s i t ie s  

o f  l i f e ,  such ta le n ts  could have but tem porary influence* P resid en t 

B lythe and th e  u n iv e rs ity  had been a ttack ed  by former s tu d en ts  and alumni 

who were ac tu a ted  by base m otives, they  explained; th e  charge th a t  th e  

school was becoming a p o l i t ic o - r e l ig io u s  establishm ent had no t been 

a s se r te d  u n t i l  i t s  funds had been g re a tly  increased*

In  answering th e  charge th a t  th e  board was using th e  u n iv e rs ity  fo r  

s e c ta r ia n  purposes, and aiming to  render th e  in s t i tu t io n  a P resb y te rian  

schoo l, th e  t ru s te e s  po in ted  out th a t  only  one p ro fesso r was a  Presby­

t e r ia n ,  and th a t  two were o f th e  A ssociate  Reformed Church* They sa id  

th a t  seven t r u s te e s  were P re sb y te rian s , two o r  th re e  o f the A ssociate  

Reformed Church, four were E p iscopalians, and a la rg e  p roportion  a ttach ed  

to  no church o f  any denomination* In  describ ing  th e  r e l ig io n  th a t  was 

taugh t a t  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  they  s ta te d :

But i f  t h i s  charge / " th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  aimed to make th e  u n iv e rs ity  
a  s e c ta r ia n  sc h o o ly  be bottomed upon the  f a c t ,  th a t  th e  members o f th e  
board in  th e i r  in d iv id u a l cap ac ity , a re  w il l in g , and even s o l ic i t io u s ,  
to  encourage and promote th e  a c q u is it io n  and in flu en ce  of those  g rea t 
moral and re lig io u s  p r in c ip le s  which a re  fu rn ish ed  only in  th e  B ible; 
i f  a d isp o s itio n  in  th e  board to  i n s t i t u t e  such d is c ip l in e  as  w i l l  pre­
serve th e  youth committed to  th e i r  c a re , from the  hands o f those  h a rp ie s  
who s t r iv e  to  make shipwreck o f t h e i r  p r in c ip le s  and h a b i ts ,  and o f th e i r  
parents* hopes: i f  th e  r e s u l t  o f th e se  measures i s  th e  redem ption of th e
u n iv e rs i ty  from th e  obloquy under which i t  lab o red , as a se a t o f i n f id e l i ty  
and cave o f m oral death ; i f  th e se  encroachments of the  board on th e  domains 
o f  ignorance and dep rav ity , o r as  these  men a re  p leased  to  term  i t ,  on th e  
r ig h ts  o f  p r iv a te  judgment; i f  th e se  th in g s  be to  convert T ransylvania 
U n iv e rsity  in to  a s e c ta r ia n  estab lishm en t, th e  board a re  g u il ty  o f th e
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charge* 34
The in v e s tig a tin g  committee, even in  th e  face of th e  t r u s te e s ’ r e p o r t ,

35re tu rn ed  a very  unfavorable report*  The committee accepted th e  f a e t  

th a t  the  f in a n c ia l  cond ition  o f  the school was good, but emphasized th e  

f a c t  th a t  th e  ch a rac te r o f th e  school and th e  number o f  i t s  s tu d en ts  were 

on th e  d ec lin e ; th a t  two p r iv a te  schools in  Lexington had more s tu d e n ts , 

even though one charged fees  th re e  tim es a s  h ig i ;  th a t  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  

s tu d en ts  were m ostly ch ild re n ; and th a t  th e  reasons fo r  d ec lin e  given by 

th e  board, such as th e  War and high co s t o f  board, were no t sa tis fa c to ry *

A b e t te r  reason was th e  in te rn a l  c o n f l ic t  w ith in  the board, which d iv ided  

th e  board in to  p a r t ie s  based upon p o l i t i c s  and re lig io n *  Frequent record­

in g  o f d iv ided  votes o f ’’Ayes’1 and "Noes” was the r e s u l t  o f  each p a r ty 's  

a ttem pt to  p lace  the  blame fo r  p o lic ie s*

The committee reviewed th e  s i tu a t io n  w ith  re sp ee t to  th e  e le c tio n  o f  

a  p residen t*  They noted th a t  th e  t r u s te e s  had e le c te d  Rev* Bomeyne, who 

had dec lined  to  serve* They a lso  observed th e  e le c tio n  o f Rev* Horace 

H olley , bu t p a r t ic u la r ly  e a l le d  a t te n t io n  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  h is  e le c tio n  

had been resc in d ed , because inform ation  o f h is  U n ita rian  view points had 

been forthcoming* The committee viewed w ith concern the  e le c tio n  o f

34 Jo u rn al o f th e  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es. 24th Assembly (Decem­
b e r 4 , 1815 -  February 10, 1&L6), pp. 213-14.

33 Ib id * % pp* 199-203* For th e  pub lic  resentm ent to  th e  t r u s te e s ' 
re p o r t see Kentucky G azette . 29 (January 19, 1816), 1 ,

3^ Jo u rn a l o f th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es. 24th Assembly (December 
4 , 1815 -  February 10,  1816), pp . 201- 2 .
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B lythe fo r a f iv e  year term  and h is  subsequent e le c tio n  a s  a c tin g  p re s i­

d e n t, which they  s a id  weakened publie  confidence* Another re fe ren ce  was 

made to  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f th e  school, which th e  committee in d ic a te d  as  

favoring  th e  B r it is h  c o n s ti tu tio n  over th a t  o f th e  U nited S ta tes*  The 

committee’s f in a l  a c tio n  was the  rep o rtin g  of a re so lu tio n  which read : 

nEesolved, th a t  a law ought to  p ass , appoin ting  new t ru s te e s  in  th e  Tran­

sy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity , to  hold th e i r  o f f ic e  fo r  two y e a rs , and th a t  b ie n n ia l 

e le c tio n s  to  supply th e  board s h a ll  be made by a jo in t  vo te  o f both 

branches o f the genera l assem bly.n 38 a  re so lu tio n  th a t  th e  re p o rt be
9 0  I A

ta b le d  was defea ted , and th e  committee’ s re so lu tio n  was th en  passed*

R eaction to  House In v e s tig a tio n *—When i t  became apparent th a t  they  

m ight lo se  any co n tes t in  the  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es, th e  t ru s te e s  s e t

up a committee to  ask a hearing  befo re  the bar o f th e  se n a te , " to  d is ­

prove unfounded and calumnious charges made a g a in s t the  board and i t s  

p ro fe sso rs .*  ^  John Pope was se le c te d  as a tto rney*  ^  Humphrey Mar­

s h a l l  adjudged an answer prepared by Rev* James MeChord to  be so d is ­

re s p e c tfu l  and rude th a t  i t ,  in  i t s e l f ,  might prove adequate grounds fo r

37 I b id . .  p . 202*
38 I b id *, p .  203.
33 I b id *, pp* 219-20* The vote was 41 to  34*
4® Ib id *, p* 220. The vo te  was 46 to  28*
41 "Minutes o f th e  Board of T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­

in g to n , February 3 ,  1816,” Vol.. I I ,  p . 215*
42 Ibid.. February 5, 1816, Vol. II, p, 216.
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brin g in g  th e  tru s te e s  to  th e  bar o f th e  house. ^  Rev. Robert H« Bishop

req u ested  th e  r ig h t  to  p resen t evidence to  answer th e  r e p o r t ,  so f a r  as

i t  r e la te d  to  h im se lf, p a r t ic u la r ly  the  charges r e la t in g  to  p o li t ic s *
44The a c tio n  on th e se  p e t i t io n s  took p lace  in  th e  house. B ishop 's

p e t i t io n  was f i r s t  ta b le d , bu t l a t e r  allow ed and charges a g a in s t him
45were dec lared  unfounded. A re so lu tio n  asking th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  o f

the  Transylvania U n iversity  be perm itted  to  appear a t  th e  b a r  o f th e

House, to  show cause why they  should no t be tu rn ed  out o f o f f ic e ,  was

ta b le d  u n t i l  March' 1 , being passed on the  v o te  of th e  speaker, John J .
46

C rittenden* Strenuous e f fo r ts  were made to  d e fe a t th e  b i l l  proposing 

a change o f  th e  t r u s te e s ,  and making them su b jec t to  biennial appoint­

ment by th e  le g is la tu r e ,  by a tta c h in g  r id e r s  to  move the u n iv e rs ity  from
47 48 49Lexington to  Harrodsburgh, D an v ille , and P e r ry s v il le ,  a l l  o f

50which were defeated* The b i l l  passed on th e  f in a l  read in g , but f a i le d  

o f  co n s id e ra tio n  in  the  sen a te . This la rg e  vo te  a g a in s t th e  u n iv e rs ity  

a d m in is tra tio n  in  th e  house in d ica te d  th e i r  unpopu larity  among th e  people

43 "James McChord to  Samuel C orothers, Lexington, Kentucky, Feb* 20, 
1816." M anuscript* P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h ilad e lp h ia .

^  Jou rnal o f the  House of R ep resen ta tiv es. 24th Assembly (Decem­
ber 4 , 1815 — February 1®, 1816), February 5 , 1816, p* 266.

^5 Ib id . .  February 5, 1816, pp. 266-67 and February 7 , 1816, p . 276*
&  Ib id *. February 5,  1816, pp. 266-67. The vo te  was 38 to  37*
^  I b id . .  February 1 , 1816, p . 251. The vote was 31 to  38 .

I b id . .  February 7 , 1816, p . 2 8 5. The v o te  was 35 to  37.
^  I b id . . February 7 , 1816, p . 286. The vo te  was 14 to  44 .
5® Ib id . .  th e  vote was 47 to  17 .
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as  a whole. The P resb y te rian s  and th e i r  c lo se  a l l i e s  o f th e  A ssociate

Reformed Church comprised about 3,000 in  over 500,000 o f  the  s t a t e ’s

population# In  a d d itio n , the lead e rs  of the  P resb y te rian s  d id  no t r e p re -
51

sen t th e i r  constituency  accurately#

Rev# James McChord, in  a  l e t t e r  to  a m in is te r  f r ie n d , Rev. Samuel 

C oro thers, t e l l s  o f  th e  P resb y te rian  in te r e s t  in  th e  u n iv e rs i ty . He
52s ta te d  th a t  many o f  the  P resb y te rian  m in is te rs  were m a te r ia lly  involved# 

A fte r  w ritin g  th a t  th e  l e g i s la tu r e ’s d e s ire  was to  o b ta in  th e  se rv ices  

o f Rev# Horace H olley, "A Socinian of th e  w orst o rd e r, and a lso  a Uni­

v e r s a l is  t , "  he s ta te d  th a t  th e  b i l l  was delayed in  the  senate  through 

th e  management o f  i t s  opponents u n t i l  th e  house adjourned, but th a t  

probably no such delay  would prevent i t s  passage a t  th e  nex t session#

"Such a measure, i f  c a r r ie d ,” he s a id , ”w i l l  of course throw th e  p resen t 

p ro fe sso rs  out o f  employment; and what th e i r  resou rces w i l l  be cannot be 

even guessed .” ^  The m in is te r  continued by saying th a t  th e  c ry  o f 

Federalism  and P resby te iian ism  was the  th in g  r a is e d  ag a in s t th e  board#

” • « * but in  a l l  p ro b a b ility  I  s h a l l  be ere  long ousted , o r  a t  le a s t  

stormed o u t ,” he added* ”The congregation a t  b es t a re  m iserab le  pay 

and m iserable a tte n d a n ts , and may now be expected, in  the m ain, to  be­

come much w orse,” McChord wrote# The P resb y te rian  le a d e rs , i t  appeared,

51 "James McChord to  Samuel C orothers, Lexington, Kentucky, Feb. 20, 
1816.” M anuscript# P resb y te rian  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , P h ilad e lp h ia .

52 Ib id .
53 Ibid#
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had in  a d d itio n  to  any id e a ls  they  possessed a d e f in i te  and ta n g ib le

in te r e s t  in  th e  p ro fe s so r ia l  p o s itio n s  in  th e  u n iv ersity *

lev* James Blythe resigned  the  a c tin g  presidency p r io r  to  March 12,

1816, a f te r  tw elve years in  th a t  p o s it io n , and th e  u n iv e rs ity  was placed
5kin  th e  c o n tro l of l e v .  Eobert H* Bishop* Blythe was e le c te d  as p ro -

55fe sso r  o f chem istry  in  th e  m edical department*

L ib e ra l p lan s . 1815-1816.-—Immediately follow ing th e  c lo se  of th e

w ar, th e  l ib e r a ls  appear to  have adopted a d e f in i te  and challenging

p o lic y  w ith  re sp ec t to  the  u n iv e rs ity . Their p o licy  included: (1)

d riv in g  o a t the  P resb y te rian s  from th e i r  p o s itio n s  o f  c o n tro l,  both in

th e  board and in  th e  presidency; (2 ) in troducing  a p re s id en t o f  t h e i r

own cho ice , a  man o f such wide re p u ta tio n  as  to  b rin g , by th e  very  f a e t

o f h is  e le c tio n , wide re p u ta tio n  to  th e  u n iv e rs ity ; and (3 ) making known

t h e i r  views through th e  Eepublican p re s s , p a r t ic u la r ly  through th e  Prank-
56f o r t  Palladium  and th e  Kentucky G azette* A ttacks upon the  u n iv e rs i ty  

o rg an iza tio n  by th e  l ib e r a ls  became heated  a f t e r  th e  p u b lica tio n  of A cting 

P resid en t B ly the’s "h a te fu l f a s t  day sermon.” ^

Second R ise o f L ibera lism , 1816-1818

Challenge of P resb y te rian  vested  i n t e r e s t s . - —The t ru s te e s  having been

54 wMinutes o f the  Board o f  T rustees of Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , March 12, 1816,” V ol. I I ,  p . 224*

55 I b id . ,  February 28, 1816, V ol. I I ,  p . 223.
56 See e sp e c ia lly  A p r il,  May, and June, 1815, numbers.
57 Kentucky G azette . 28 (Ju ly  17, I 8I 5 ) ,  1 .
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exposed to  severe c r i t ic is m  and th e  th re a t  o f expulsion , now made d e f in i te  

a ttem pts to  redeem them selves. Although Rev. Robert H. Bishop  served a s  

a c tin g  p res id en t from March, 1816 u n t i l  December, 1818, Lexington and th e  

West were anxiously  aw aiting  th e  a r r iv a l  o f a g rea t "A belard,” a man o f 

g en iu s, who could by h is  very  appearance in  Lexington spark th e  u n iv e rs ity  

to  a b r ig h t and prosperous fu tu re . While th e  h is to ry  o f t h i s  p e rio d ,

1816 to  1818, i s  la rg e ly  one o f jockeying fo r  p o s itio n s  by th e  Presby­

t e r ia n s ,  th e  r e l ig io u s  and p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r a l s ,  th e  p ro fe sso rs , and th e  

g en era l p u b lic , in  p rep ara tio n  fo r  th e  new l i b e r a l  u n iv e rs i ty  th a t  was 

to  appear in  1818, the stage  was s e t  by Bishop and h is  co lleag u es , and 

by 1818 a l l  was in  read in ess  fo r  a p erio d  o f rap id  p rogress and expansion.

Bishfcp was described  by a s tuden t in  th e  follow ing term s:

He J 7  was a t a l l ,  gaunt, and good o ld  Scotchman; an im pressive 
le c tu r e r ,  but o f high tem per; so much so th a t  he once sa id  to  h is  c la s s ,  
o f  which I  was a member, ’Ye’r e  l ik e  ja c k s , and i f  ye c a n 't  le a rn  through 
th e  ea rs  ye s h a ll  through the  bock, w ith  a broad Scotch p ronuncia tion , and 
in  angry to n e s . He was a  good-hearted and well-meaning man, bu t e rred  in  
aiming to  b ring  our f a s t  and f re e  Kentucky youths under th e  r ig id  d is c i­
p lin e  o f  the o ld  schools o f Sco tland .

E le c tio n  of Horace H olley, a l i b e r a l . —A new s p i r i t  o f  p rogress

swept through th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  March, 1816. A new b u ild in g  was begun
59and an in crease  in  th e  enrollm ent took p la c e . Some attem pts were

60
taken  to  reorgan ize  th e  m edical and law schoo ls. Rev. P h il ip  L indsley ,

58 "Dr. Christopher C. Graham to Robert Peter," letter, published in 
part in Robert Peter and Johanna Peter, Transylvania University, pp. 109- 110. Louisville: The Filson Club, 1896.

59 "Minutes o f th e  Board of T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , October 18, 1817," V ol. I I ,  p . 305.

80 One thousand d o lla rs  were p laced  in  th e  hands of Rev. James B lythe, 
p ro fe sso r , and John D. C lif fo rd , t r u s te e ,  fo r  th e  immediate purchase of
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a P re sb y te r ia n , was e le c te d  p re s id e n t, bu t he declined  to  accept th e  

p o s it io n , ^  The p ress  was c a l l in g  fo r  fu rth e r  ex ertio n s  fo r th e  

development o f  th e  school by O ctober, 1817* An e d i to r ia l  in  th e  Ken­

tucky G azette asked fo r  th e  e le c tio n  of a l ib e r a l  p res id en t o f wide 

re p u ta tio n  and denounced th e  e le c tio n  o f L indsley , who, i t  was sa id , 

had no repu ta tion*  A new e f fo r t  to  e le c t  Holley was made a t  a m eeting

on October 1 , 1817, but f a i le d  by a  vote o f  s ix  ayes to  f iv e  blank votes*
64

However, H olley was su ccessfu lly  e le c te d  on November 15, 1817* I t  

appears th a t  th e  Republicans overlooked H olley’s Federalism  in  th e i r  

enthusiasm  fo r an eminent l i b e r a l ,  non-P resbyterian  p re s id en t o f wide 

repu ta tion*  "A N ative Kentuckian" po in ted  out t h a t ,  though la b e led  a 

F e d e ra l is t ,  H olley had supported th e  w ar, and had p rev io u sly  c r i t i c iz e d  

th e  a c te in is tra tio n  fo r i t s  le thargy* ^  One of H o lley 's  m anuscripts 

re v e a ls  th a t  h is  l ib e ra lis m  may have extended beyond h is  p o l i t i c a l  f e e l­

in g , s ince  he wrote th a t  he expected to  f in d  th a t  many p rev a ilin g

chem ical apparatus* Ib id *. March 2 ,  1816, V ol. I I ,  p .  256.
Dr* D aniel Drake, who l a t e r  became th e  most d is tin g u ish ed  in  

th e  f i e ld  o f medicine in  the  Ohio V alley , (See A lbert P. Mathews,
"D aniel Drake," D ic tionary  of American Biography* Vol. V, pp. 426—27*
New Tork: C harles S c r ib n e r 's  Sons, 1931.) was e le c te d  p ro fesso r o f 
m ateria  mediea and botany. Ib id *« December 14, 1816, V ol. I I ,  p .  269.

61 IteU *» A p ril 18, 1817, V ol. I I ,  p . 285, and June 23, 1817, V ol.
XI, p# 287«

62 KentQcky G azette,  30 (October 4 , 1817), 1* 30 (October 18, 1817), 1 . 
L indsley , a few y ears  l a t e r ,  a t ta in e d  a wide re p u ta tio n  a s  P re s i­

dent o f  the U n iversity  o f  N ash v ille .
^3 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity , 

Lexington, October 1 , 1817," V ol. I I ,  p . 310.
64 November 15, 181?, V ol. I I ,  p . 312 .
65 Kentucky R eporter. 10 (November 22,  1817), 1 .
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p re ju d ic es  ag a in s t Thomas J e f fe rs o n 's  s c ie n t i f i c ,  l i t e r a r y ,  and moral
66c h a ra c te r  were not ju s tif ie d *

(a) CONTINUATION OF POLITICAL COOTROVERST.—Some p o in ts  on th e  e le c tio n

o f H olley were described  in  th e  Kentucky G azette , obviously by a  tru s te e *

I t  was s ta te d  th a t  Kentucky was a Republican S ta te ,  th a t  a re p o rt was

abroad th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  were a l l  F e d e ra l is ts ,  and th a t  th ey  ought to

e le c t  H olley to  disprove t h i s ,  and th a t ,  i f  th ey  d id  n o t e le c t  him, t h i s
67would probably be the  l a s t  meeting o f th e  board. A pparently S tew art 

(probably Robert S tu a r t)  ob jected  to  H o lley 's  r e lig io u s  te n e ts ,  which 

would not s u i t  th e  P re sb y te rian s , M ethodists, B a p tis ts , and E p isco p a lian s. 

B reckinridge (Joseph C .) contended th a t  th e  tru s te e s  had no r ig h t ,  in  th e  

s e le c tio n  of a p re s id e n t, to  in q u ire  in to  th e  se c ta r ia n  b e l ie f  o f  th e  

gentlem an, t h i s  su b jec t being "too sacred—they  were no t a church appoin t­

ing  a p re ac h e r .” Breckinridge s ta te d  fu r th e r  th a t  H olley was unanimously 

actodtted to  be a man o f  th e  " s t r i c t e s t  in te g r i ty j  th e  s t r i c t e s t  p u r i ty  o f  

m orals; o f  sc ience; o f  le a rn in g  and sp lendid  t a l e n t ."  "To r e je c t  such a 

man," Breckinridge was quoted as  saying, "because one or two p o in ts  in  

h i s  re l ig io u s  opinions d id  no t accord w ith  those o f  a m a jo rity  o f  th e  

Board could no t be to le ra te d ;"  H olley was considered too  c o r re c t ,  too  

i n t e l l i g e n t ,  ever to  attem pt to  teach  h is  p e c u lia r  r e lig io u s  f a i th  in

^  "A journey from Boston in  M assachusetts to  Lexington in  Kentucky 
commenced February 3rd ,  1813 by Horace H olley ."  Typew ritten copy in  Tran­
sy lvan ia  C ollege, Lexington o f  m anuscript owned by Mrs. Benjamin Grata 
Crosby, Woodford County, Kentucky; Horace H olley , "Mr. Clay and Colonel 
Meade," in  John W. Townsend, Kentucky in  American L e tte r s .  178A-1912. Vol.

PP* 53-56. Cedar Rapids, Iowa: The Torch P re ss , I 9I 3 .  Two volumes.
67 Kentueky G azette . 3I  (November 22, 1817), 1 .
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th e  u n iv e rs ity . Pope, i t  was s a id , agreed th a t  th e y  had no r ig h t  to  

in tro d u ce  a re l ig io u s  t e s t  in  th e  board unknown to th e  c o n s ti tu tio n  and 

laws (o f  which they  had been accused)* This would be a good eause fo r  

t h e i r  removal from o f f ic e ,  and f o r  a change in  th e  c h a r te r  by th e  le g is ­

la tu r e ,  Pope was c re d ite d  a s  saying* I t  was a s se r te d  th a t  Cunningham 

had h is  fe e lin g s  h u r t by the  im putation th a t  he was under th e  in flu en ce

o f "b igo ted  fe e lin g s ,"  and th a t  he voted aye, to  th e  g rea t d isp leasu re
69

o f h is  re lig io u s  co lleag u es , th e  P resby terians*

An a r t i c l e  in  th e  Kentucky G azette dated November 29, 1817, made 

a rev ea lin g  observation* I t  s ta te d  th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  had e le c te d  two 

Republicans to  f i l l  two vacancies on th e  board, making n ine Republicans 

(decided) and two moderate ones, and te n  decided F e d e ra lis ts  and two

moderate ones* T herefore , th e  board was decidedly  Federal and a constan t
70s tru g g le  would probably follow* I t  a s se r te d  th a t  th e re  were now only 

two ways in  which any im portant business could be tra n sa c te d ; one, to

drum up a l l  th e  F e d e ra lis ts ;  th e  o th e r , to  th re a te n , a s  had been done,
71th e  board w ith th e  le g is la tu re *

I t  has been sa id  th a t  H olley’s e le c tio n  was l i t e r a l l y  fo rced  upon 
72

th e  t r u s te e s .  A fte r the  le g is la t iv e  sessio n  o f 1815-1816, the  power

68  M i *
69 Ib id *
9° Kentucky Gazette. 31 (November 29, 1817), 1*
71 Mi*
72 See N ie ls  H* Sonne, L ib e ra l Kentucky. 1780-1828. p . 154* New York 

Columbia U n iv e rs ity  P re ss , 1937*
The suggestion o f  a w r ite r  in  th e  Weekly Recorder, th a t  H olley was
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o f  th e  Republicans had become g re a tly  strengthened* With th e  e lev a tio n  

o f L ieu tenan t Governor G abriel S laughter to  th e  governorship a t  th e  death  

o f Governor George Madison, and h is  subsequent appointments o f  th e  a n t i ­

w ar, an ti-C lay  John Pope as  se c re ta ry  o f s ta te ,  and General M* D* Hardin 

a s  U nited S ta te s  senato r to  succeed W* T* Barry, r e t i r e d ,  a wave of 

p o l i t i c a l  d is s a t is f a c t io n  was created* In  August, 1817, a new house of 

re p re se n ta tiv e s  and one-fourth  o f  th e  senate  were e le c te d , and th ese  were 

Republican by a la rg e  popular v o te , fo rc in g  a new g u b e rn a to ria l e lec tio n *  

Joseph C* B reckinridge, speaker o f the  house, accepted a lead in g  ro le  in  

t h i s  a t ta c k  upon Governor Slaughter*

P resbyterians*  d ec is io n  to  f ig h t . —The P resb y te rian s  were quick to  

ta k e  a c tio n  to  prevent Holley*s acceptance o f  th e  presidency of Transyl­

vania* An anonymous l e t t e r  was addressed to  Rev* Jed id iah  Morse a t  

Charlestown, Boston, in  which the  w r i te r  s ta te d  th a t  th e  attem pt to  

e le c t  Holley to  th e  presidency o f T ransylvania U n iversity  had a t  l a s t  

succeeded, to  th e  r e a l  re g re t o f th e  re lig io u s  people o f  Lexington, 

e sp e c ia lly  th e  C alv in is ts*  ^  He s ta te d  t h a t ,  although th e  e le c tio n

chosen because Henry Clay wished to  c o n c il ia te  New England in  h is  attem pt 
to  win the  presidency o f th e  U nited S ta te s ,  p o ssib ly  con ta ins some t r u th ,  
but th e  overwhelming na tu re  o f th e  l ib e ra ls *  vo tes in  th e  le g is la tu r e  in ­
d ic a te s  th a t  lo c a l  fo rces  were instrum en ta l in  th i s  action*  See Weekly 
R ecorder* 5 (December 18, 1818), 2 .

See a lso  James H* Rodebaugh, Robert Hamilton Bishop, p* 41* 
Columbus, Ohio: Ohio A rchaeological and H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty , 1935*

73 “Lexington, Ky., Nov. 24, 1817. To Rev. Jed id iah  Morse, D.D., 
Charlestow n, Boston, M assachusets." M anuscript. Tale U n iv e rs ity , New 
Haven*
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would probably be announced to  th e  public and to  Holley as unanimous, 

t h i s  had no t been t r u e ,  and th a t  a c tu a l ly  H olley had only n ine o r te n  

t ru s te e s  in  h is  fav o r. The fa c t  th a t  H olley was a  known Socinian or 

U n ita r ia n , and th a t  th e  re l ig io u s  people o f  C en tra l Kentucky were T rin i­

ta r ia n s ,  w ith  few excep tions, would cause a s tru g g le  in  which th e  people 

would p i t  them selves ag a in s t him, and the p rogress of th e  u n iv e rs ity  would* 

o f consequence, s u f fe r  a decline# Some gentlemen known to  th e  w r ite r  

would remove th e i r  sons upon H olley’s accep tance. The w r i te r  requested  

Morse to  send immediately H olley’s pamphlet p roductions, e sp e c ia lly  those  

confirm ing th e  charge o f Socinianism , to  Rev* R. H* Bishop, who was no t 

aware of th i s  le t t e r #

The more in tr ig u in g  p a r t o f  th e  l e t t e r  proposed th a t  Morse pub lish  

an e x tr a c t ,  which th e  w r i te r  had prepared , in  the newspapers read  by 

Holley# This e x tra c t s ta te d  th a t  Holley had been e le c te d  a f t e r  con­

s id e ra b le  de lay  to  th e  presidency o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity . Although 

h is  e le c tio n  would probably be announced a s  unanimous, only  tw elve or 

th i r te e n  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  eighteen  p re se n t, 74 and of a  t o t a l  o f tw enty- 

one in  the board, had voted in  h is  favor# A member of prominence had 

asked th a t  th e  vo te  be regarded as unanimous, and th i s  had been done 

by th e  s ile n c e  or w ithdraw al o f th e  members of th e  m in o rity . The t ru s te e s  

in  favor o f  Holley had th rea ten ed  th e  board w ith le g is la t iv e  a c t io n , 

should i t  f a i l  to  e le c t  him presiden t#  The w r ite r  be liev ed  th a t  two o r

74 There were seventeen t ru s te e s  p re se n t, ”Minutes o f th e  Board o f 
T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv ersity , November 15, 1817,” V ol. I I ,  p . 3I 3 .
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th re e  members voted  fo r  Holley only because they  expected th a t  he would 

n o t accep t th e  presidency i f  e le c te d . I f  Holley accepted , he would en­

counter pub lic  sentim ent arrayed  a g a in s t him so s tro n g ly  th a t  he would 

have to  pass through "the  c ru c ib le  o f p u b lic  in v e s tig a tio n , befo re  he 

w i l l  be e i th e r  patron ized  or much esteem ed." I f  he succeeded, he would 

reach  only Hth e  standard  o f c la s s ic a l  and o ra to r ic a l  e le v a tio n  h is  fr ie n d s  

in  Lexington have e rec ted  fo r  him." I t  cannot be a sc e rta in e d  whether

Jed id iah  Morse consented to  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  t h i s  e x t r a c t .  However,
75H olley l a t e r  re fe r re d  to  h is  unanimous e le c t io n .

(a) FIRST ATTACK OS HOLLEY.--The P resb y te rian  le a d e rs  in  the  Ohio 

V alley , r e a liz in g  th a t  th ey  had been in  a sense deposed, reso lved  no t 

to  take  t h e i r  d efea t w ithout re tu rn in g  f i r e .  S h o rtly  a f t e r  th e  e le c tio n  

o f  H olley , an e d i to r ia l  e n t i t le d ,  "No Saviour fo r  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,1* 

appeared in  th e  Weekly Recorder o f C h illie o th e , Ohio. 76 The w r ite r  

s ta te d  th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  had re je c te d  the  "Lord’s A nointed," whose d i­

v in i ty  and v ica rio u s  atonement c o n s titu te d  th e  v i t a l  elements o f th e  

C h ris tia n  r e l ig io n .  He h e ld  th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  appeared to  be more con­

cerned w ith  th e  saeredness o f a man’s r ig h ts  than  w ith those  o f  C h r is t .

The t r u s te e s 1 a s s e r t io n  th a t  they  had nothing to  do w ith th e  p re s id e n t’s 

c reed , the w r i te r  regarded a s  "unphilosophical and u n tru e ."  The p re s i­

d e n t’s views would, ©f course, a f f e c t  th e  s tu d e n ts , according to  th e  

p r in c ip le s  o f human n a tu re , s ince  young s tu d en ts  im ita te  ab le  and
■ e w e e a a s M M M M M e

7^ Kentucky le p o r te r .  12 (March 24,  1819), 1 .
7^ Weekly Recorder. 5 (December 10, 1817), 3 .
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im pressive teachers*

The P re sb y te rian s ' d ec is ion  to  f ig h t  Holley i s  s ta te d  in  t h i s  a t ta c k  

upon th e  board* The w r ite r  a s se r te d  th a t  he was not "as y e t” dealing  

w ith  H olley and h is  p r in c ip le s ,  and fu r th e r  proclaim ed t h a t ,  i f  th e  t r u s ­

te e s  in tended  to  do w ithout a  Saviour, th e y  would a lso  have to  do "with­

ou t th e  a id  o f those b igo ted  b e lie v e rs , or s e c ta r ia n s ,  who esteem and 

reverence th e  om nipotent, th e  g lo rio u s  and b lessed  Jesus more than  a l l

th e  l i b e r a l ,  th e  accomplished and lea rn ed  a n ti-C h r is t ia n s ,  th a t  ever have,
77o r w i l l  command th e  homage o f  an ap o s ta te  world*" This was a  preview 

o f  the  P re sb y te ria n s ' a tta c k s  th a t  were to  follow* These a tta c k s  were 

to  continue fo r  n ine  y e a rs , u n t i l  Eev* Horace Holley was fo rced  to  re s ig n  

from th e  u n iversity*

Revolution o f the  l i b e r a la .—Bv th e  f a l l  o f  1817, th e  s ta te  o f th e  

u n iv e rs i ty , from th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  s tan d p o in t, was th a t  o f  d iscourage­

ment* A l i b e r a l  p res id en t had been e le c te d  by a board, th e  m a jo rity  o f 

which was s e c ta r ia n , because of le g i s la t iv e  th re a ts  and  strong  p u b lic

opinion* The pub lic  now clamored fo r  so lu tio n  to  th i s  problem through
78newspaper a g ita t io n  fo r  a more l ib e r a l  board . The le g is la tu r e  consi­

dered th e  m atter in  December, 1817, and e s ta b lish e d  a  committee, co n s is tin g  

o f  F rancis Johnson, W* T* Barry, Jesse  Bledsoe, and Herman Bowman, ^  to

77 Ib id .
78 see Kentucky G azette . 31 (October 4 , 1817), 2 ; 31 (October 18, 

1817), l j  and 31 (November 29, 1817), 1 .
See Kentucky R eporter, 10  (November 22, 181?), l j  10 (November

2 6 5  3 *

77 Journal of the  Senate* 26th Assembly (December 1 , 1817 -  Feb­
ru ary  4 ,  1818), pp* 20- 21 .
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d r a f t  and re p o rt a b i l l  ”to  reduce th e  number and a l t e r  th e  mode o f 

e le c tin g  th e  t ru s te e s  o f  the  u n iv e r s i ty ,” The committee w rote a b i l l  

designed to  d ischarge the  p resen t t r u s te e s ,  t o  e le c t  a new board con­

s i s t in g  of th i r te e n  members, and to  make i t  responsib le  to  the le g is la ­

tu r e  by req u irin g  a  b ie n n ia l e le c tio n  by th a t  body*

The new board was to  co n s is t o f  Henry C lay, Edmund Bullbck, Robert 

T rim ble, John T, Mason, J r» , Robert W ick liffe , James P re n tis s ,  Hubbarb 

T ay lo r, John Pope, Lewis Sanders, Samuel H* Woodson, John Brown, C harles 

Humphries, and Thomas Bodley, These men were well-known c i t iz e n s ,  

l e g i s la to r s ,  judges, members o f  Congress, and business men, q u a lif ie d  

to  d ire c t  th e  u n iv e rs ity  w ithout th e  inner d iv is io n s  which a lle g e d ly  

came from se c ta r ia n  re l ig io u s  d is tin c tio n s*  But to  the  P resby terians 

and t h e i r  a l l i e s  they  were men w ithout r e l ig io n ,  and consequently i l l -  

f i t t e d  fo r  t h e i r  d u tie s , because th ey  were "c o rru p te rs” o f youth* The 

b i l l  a s  recommended passed in  the senate  w ithout a s in g le  d issen tin g  vo te  

th e  "Ayes” and "Noes” were not c a lle d  on any of the  th re e  readings* ^

P e t i t io n s  from th e  f r ie n d s  o f  th e  e x is t in g  t ru s te e s  were rece iv ed , but
8Xthe b i l l  passed in  th e  house by a la rg e  m a jo rity . Out o f a t o t a l  o f  

121 v o te s , th e re  were only  n in e teen  who opposed the  change* This la rg e  

m a jo rity  p recludes th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f a p o l i t i c a l  m anipulation by a few 

p o l i t ic ia n s  from Lexington in  th e  reo rgan ization*

The re lig io u s  apprehensions o f the P re sb y te rian s , e sp e c ia lly  o f  th e

80 ib id . . pp* 36,  41, and 51*
Journal o f the House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es , 26th Assembly (Decem­

ber 1 , 181? -  February 4 , 1818), pp. 295-96. The vo te  was 56 to  19*
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o ld  board members, a lread y  considerab ly  aroused by th e  U nitarian ism  o f

H olley , were fu r th e r  in te n s if ie d  by th i s  a c tio n  of th e  le g i s la tu r e ,  which

th ey  considered dangerous in  i t s  r e l ig io u s  tendencies  and a lso  a s  i l l e g a l ,

in  th a t  i t  had not been p e tit io n e d  fo r  by a m ajo rity  o f  th e  t r u s te e s ,  a s

re q u ire d  by th e  charter*  The language o f th e  c h a r te r  and th e  p o s itio n

taken  by previous le g is la tu r e s  gave them a good b a s is  f o r  t h i s  position*

The a c t  o f  17&3 had m erely dec lared  “th a t  th e  sa id  t ru s te e s  s h a l l ,  a t

a l l  tim es be accountable fo r  th e i r  tra n sa c tio n s  touching any m atte r o r

th in g s  r e la t in g  to  sa id  seminary in  such manner as  th e  le g is la tu r e  s h a ll  
82d i r e c t . 0 The n a tu ra l in fe ren ce  from t h i s  a c t  was th a t  th ey  might be 

removed from o f f ic e  o r  otherw ise punished fo r  m alfeasance, but no t th a t  

t h e i r  o rg an iza tio n  could be a l te re d  except according to  th e  p rov isions 

o f  th e  c h a r te r  i t s e l f *  This was th e  co n s tru c tio n  put upon th a t  c h a r te r  

by th e  a c ts  o f  November 21, 1795# which d id  no t reorgan ize th e  o ld  board, 

bu t m erely suspended them from o f f ic e  in  th e  one case and in  th e  o th e r 

made tham accountable fo r  th e  d ischarge of t h e i r  d u tie s  to  th e  d i s t r i c t  

court*  ^  The l e g i s l a tu r e 's  a c tio n  was adverse to  th e  in te r e s t s  o f  th e

82 W illiam W. Hening, E d ito r , S ta tu te s  a t  Large. Vol. XI (1782-1784), 
pp. 282—87 (see  sec tio n  X II) . Richmond: George Cochran, 1823*

W illiam  L i t t e l l ,  E d ito r , The S ta tu te  Law of Kentucky. Vol* I ,  
p . 345* F ran k fo rt: W illiam H unter, 1809*

Ib id . « Vol* I ,  pp. 345- 46 .
A ll Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  h is to r ia n s  seem to  have taken  a d e f in ite  

s tan d  on th i s  p o in t .  Lewis wrote th a t  the  p o s itio n  taken  by th e  P resb y te ri­
ans was a t  le a s t  a s  ten ab le  as  th e  opposite  one, s ta te d  by Peter*  See 
A lvin  F . Lewis, H istory  o f  Higher Education in  Kentucky, p . 57. U* S .
Bureau o f Education, C ircu la r  o f  Inform ation , No* 3 * Washington: Govern­
ment P r in tin g  O ffice , 1899j and Robert P e te r  and Johanna Peter* Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity : I t s  O rig in , % se , D ecline, and F a l l ,  pp. 22-4. L o u isv ille :
The F ilso n  Club, 1896*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



83

u n iv e rs ity  in  ra is in g  up a g a in s t i t  a s trong  re lig io u s  p re ju d ice  in  th e  

pu b lic  mind g en era lly  and in  causing the P resb y te rian s  p a r t ic u la r ly  to  

be unfavorably disposed toward th e  new ad m in is tra tio n  and very  much 

in c lin e d  to  withdraw t h e i r  patronage. On th e  o th e r hand, t h i s  a c t  o f 

reo rg an iza tio n  had i t s  b e n e f ic ia l  e f f e c t ,  as expressed by a committee o f 

th e  two houses o f  th e  le g is la tu r e  in  1827, in  tak in g  Transylvania Univer­

s i t y  in to  t h e i r  more immediate c o n tro l, and attem pting to make of i t  more 

d is t in c t iv e ly  a s ta te  in s t i tu t io n  and to  b u ild  i t  up in to  a g rea t univer­

s i t y  under the  ausp ices o f th e  s t a t e .  The o ld  board took i t s  l a s t  o f f i c i a l
84

a c tio n  on February 28, 1818.

P ro fe ss io n a l School Development, 1804-1818

Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  ju s t ly  claim s th e  f i r s t  m edical school in  

th e  West and th e  f i r s t  c o lle g ia te  law school in  America. However, th e  

p e rio d , 1804 to  1818, was one in  which th ese  p ro fe ss io n a l schools were 

r a th e r  in sec u re ly  e s ta b lish e d , and one in  which much development, ex­

perim en ta tio n , and growth were tak in g  p lac e . While th ese  schools were 

im portant from th e  standpo in t o f p ro fess io n a l educational p ioneering , 

t h e i r  development in to  f u l l  p ro fe ss io n a l s ta tu s  cannot be sa id  to  have 

taken  p lace u n t i l  the advent o f P residen t H olley in  1818. During th i s  

p e rio d  the  academic department was by f a r  the  most im portant in  the

84 «Minutes o f th e  Board of T rustees o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, February 28, 1818," Vol. I I ,  pp. 319-20. This a c tio n  was a 
re p o rt on th e  in te r e s t s  and p rospec ts  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity , th e  former o f 
which they  considered of "g rea t p u b lic  im portance," and the  l a t t e r  "very 
f l a t t e r in g ."
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u n iv e rs ity 1s h is to ry  as  an educational in s t i tu t io n .  During l a t e r  periods

th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools outweighed th e  academic department in  genera l

u sefu ln ess  toward th e  development of th e  new South and W est, to  which

T ransylvania was sending many young le a d e rs .

F i r s t  m edical school o f th e  W e s t  . — W h i l e  tw o  p ro fesso rs  o f medicine

were appointed in  1799, a re g u la r  fa c u lty  had been appointed and a l ib r a r y

had been assembled by 1805* However, th e re  seems to  have been no reg u la r

schedule o f lec tu re s*  and a l l  the  p ro fesso rs  resigned  th e i r  c h a irs  in  
,  851806. Although the  school was launched on a ra th e r  su ccessfu l b a s is  

in  th e  f a l l  o f  1817,  a controversy  developing w ith in  th e  fa c u lty  d is ­

ru p ted  th e  school, preventing  i t s  opening in  1818.

(a) EARLY MEDICAL EDUCATION IN KENTUCKY.—A fte r the appointm ents o f 

Doctors Samuel Brown and F rederick  Ridgely as P ro fesso rs  o f Medicine in

1799, Dr. E lish a  W arfield  was added to  th i s  p rospective  m edical fa c u lty
86

as  p ro fe sso r o f surgery and midwifery in  1802, and Rev . James F ish -

back, M.D., was appointed p ro fesso r o f th e  theo ry  and p ra c tic e  o f medi—
87c in e  in  1805. Fishback was during h is  l i fe t im e  a d o cto r, a law yer,

88and a candidate fo r  th e  s ta te  l e g i s la tu r e .  His r e l ig io u s  p reference 

was P resbyterian ism , and as  an a c tiv e  layman he was la rg e ly  re sp o n sib le

85 Ib id . .  A p ril 14, 1806, Vol. I ,  p . 257.

86 1802, V ol. I ,  p . 211.
87 I b id . ,  A p ril 10, 1805, V ol. I ,  p . 249.
Q Q  — —

Robert Davidson, H isto ry  o f th e  P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky. 
p . 275* New York; Robert Car t e r  Co., 1847.
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fo r  th e  establishm ent o f  th e  Western Monitor in  1814, avowedly fo r  th e

purpose o f in je c t in g  r e l ig io n  in to  p o li t ie s *  ^  Fishback devoted a

ch ap te r to  th e  t ru e  r e la t io n s  o f re l ig io n  and th e  s ta te  in  a th eo lo g ic a l
90

work published  in  I 8I 3 . He became a B ap tis t in  November, 1816, and
91was lic e n se d  to  preach in  December* Fishback supported P residen t 

B lythe and th e  P resb y te rian s  in  th e i r  s e c ta r ia n  movement to  r e ta in  con­

t r o l  over T ransylvania, becoming a strong opponent of P resid en t H olley. 

In  some measure, he le d  the  B a p tis ts  to  jo in  w ith the P resb y te rian s  in  

o u s tin g  H olley in  1827*

(b) REORGANIZATION OF 1809.—On A p ril 8 ,  1809, a more complete 
92fa c u lty  was appointed* Dr. Buchanan wrote th a t  he made e f f o r t s  to

93e s ta b lis h  a m edical school a t  T ransylvania U n iv ersity  in  1809*

Buchanan was gran ted  th e  degree o f bachelor o f  a r t s ,  on th e  recommenda-
94t io n  o f th e  f u l l  f a c u lty , b u t th e  school d id  no t m a te r ia liz e  and

Buchanan published  th e  substance of h is  p ro je c ted  le c tu re s  a s  2&S
95Philosophy of Human N ature* This volume, along w ith a g re a t amount

9 See James Fishback, An O ration D elivered in  th e  F i r s t  Presby­
t e r ia n  Church in  th e  Town o f tiexinaton. Ky* on the  4 th  day  o f Ju ly ,  1816* 
L e x in g to n :P u b lis h e d  by th e  Author, 1816. Pp. 16. Here Fishback re ­
s ta te s  h is  p o s itio n  on the amalgamation o f r e l ig io n  and p o l i t i c s .

90 James Fishback, The Philosophy of th e  Human Mind. Chapter VI. 
Lexington: Published by th e  A uthor, I 8I 3 . Pp. 306.

91 Robert Davidson, op.  e i t . .  pp. 275-76.
92 "Minutes o f  th e  Board of T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv ersity , 

Lexington, A p ril 8 ,  1809, " V ol. I ,  p . 326.
93 Joseph Buehanam, Philosophy o f Human N ature. P re face . Rich­

mond, Kentucky: Published by th e  Author, 1812.
94 "Minutes o f th e  Board of T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv ers ity , 

Lexington, A p ril 8 ,  1809," V ol. I ,  p . 326.
95 Joseph Buchanan, ©g. c i t . ,  pp . 321.
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o f  newspaper m a te r ia l,  con ta in s th e  l i t e r a r y  remains o f th e  "i n f i d e l i t y , "

which th e  P resb y te rian s  v igorously  opposed*

Buchanan en tered  in to  a p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  Robert Johnson t© publish
96th e  Kentucky Palladium  a t  F rankfo rt p r io r  to  August, 1813, and estab ­

l is h e d  the  L ite ra ry  Cadet and Cheap C ity  A d v ertise r a t  C in c in n a ti in  1819,

which soon merged w ith th e  W estern Spy to  form th e  Western Spy and L i t -
97e ra ry  Cadet, w ith  Buchanan as  e d i to r .  L a te r, 1826 to  1829, he ed ited

th e  L o u isv ille  Focus, Buchanan was extrem ely v e r s a t i le ,  having been

w r i te r ,  p u b lish e r , e d i to r ,  p h y sic ian , p ro fe sso r , law yer, in v en to r, h i s -
98to r ia n ,  p o l i t ic ia n ,  s c i e n t i s t ,  and p h ilo sopher. He s tro n g ly  favored 

a  complete sep ara tio n  of r e l ig io n  and p o l i t i c s ,  and co n trib u ted  many news­

paper a r t i c l e s  opposing th e  s e c ta r ia n  ad m in is tra tio n  of Rev* James Blythe* 

There i s  good evidence th a t  h is  a g i ta t io n  drove Blythe from th e  presidency 

in  1816, although th i s  probably would have taken  p lace w ithout h is  a s s i s ­

tance*

(c) REORGANIZATION OF 1817,—On November 11 , 1815, ano ther m edical 

fa c u lty  was e le c te d , b u t th ey  resig n ed  before beginning t h e i r  du ties*  ^

^  Kentucky R eporter. 6 (August 2 , I 8I 3 ) ,  2*

97 Western Spy and L ite ra ry  Cadet. 1 (A pril 29, 1820), 1*
9® See Merle E. C u r ti ,  "Joseph Buchanan," D ictionary  o f  American 

Biography, Vol. I l l ,  pp . 215-16. New York; Chas. S c r ib n e rs ' Sons, 1928- 
1 9 3 7 . There i s  a sketch by Buchanan's son in  Lewis C o llin s , H is to r ic a l  
Sketches of Kentucky, pp. 559-60. M aysville , Kentucky* Published by th e  
A uthor, 1847*

99 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, November 11, 181$," Vol. I I ,  p . 196.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



87

D octors D aniel Drake, James Overton, James B lythe, Benjamin Dudley, and

W illiam  Richardson became th e  f i r s t  f u l ly  a c tiv e  and complete fa c u lty  o f

th e  m edical schoo l. L ectures were re g u la r ly  scheduled and d e liv e red
100during the 1817-18 session  to  a c la s s  o f about tw enty s tu d e n ts , and

in  1818 th e  f i r s t  m edical commencement in  th e  M iss iss ip p i V alley  was

h e ld  a t  Lexington, the  degree of M. D. being conferred  on John L. MeCul- 
101

lough*

(d) CONTROVERSY AT THE OUTSET.—The m edical school was e s ta b lish e d  

under conditions unfavorable to  expansion and success* Dr* Drake and Dr* 

Dudley became involved in  a  con troversy , th e  d e ta i l s  o f  which were record­

ed in  th re e  pamphlets* Drake, in  two l e t t e r s  to  th e  people o f  Lexington,
102explained  why he was resigning* A challenge to  a duel between Doc­

to r s  Dudley and Drake arose  over D udley's charge th a t  Drake was attem pt­

ing  to  d is ru p t th e  m edical school and disagreement over a postmortem ex­

am ination* Drake declined  D udley 's ch a llenge , but h is  f r ie n d , Dr* 

R ichardson, accepted and rece iv ed  a se rio u s  wound from which he re ­

covered* Dudley answered D rake's two l e t t e r s  in  a re p ly  dated

100 M l* *  February 22, 1817, V ol. I I ,  p . 256.

101 Ib id *. February 28, 1818, Vol. I I ,  p . 318.
102 D aniel Drake, An Appeal to  th e  J u s t ic e  o f the  I n te l l ig e n t  and 

R espectable People o f  Lexington.  C in c in n a ti: Looker, Reynolds and Co., 
P r in te r s ,  1818, Pp. 23.

D aniel Drake, A Second Appeal. Bound w ith  Benjamin W* Dudley,
To D r. Drake (Ohio S ta te  H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n , C in c in n a ti) .  Lexington:
Published by th e  Author, 1818. Pp. 18.

Robert P e te r  and Johanna P e te r ,  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , op. c i t «. 
pp. 24-25.
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September 25, 1818* Here, Dudley p re d ic ted  a g re a t fu tu re  fo r  the Tran-
104sy lvan is M edical School*

S tudents w rote o f t h e i r  ap p rec ia tio n  of th e  e f fo r ts  o f Doctors

Overton, Dudley, and Blythe fo r  " th e i r  perseverance * * * in  teach ing
105m edical sc ie n c e .” Twelve s tu d en ts  signed a p e t i t io n  addressed to  

th e  t ru s te e s  of th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  which th ey  p ra ised  the se rv ices  o f 

D octors Overton, Dudley, and B lythe, bu t spoke o f Dr. Eichardson a s

being too busy a t  o th e r endeavors to  take a serious in te r e s t  in  h is
106m edical le c tu re s*

The m edical school was in a c tiv e  fo r  the y e a r , 1818-19, bu t was
107launched upon an im pressive b a s is  on November 8 ,  1819; w ith  an 

enrollm ent o f  37 beginning in  1819- 20,  and advancing y ea rly  to  93,

I 38 ,  171, 200, reaching 234 in  1824-25* Transylvania soon became 

th e  lead ing  m edical school in  the  West* In  p o in t o!f number o f  s tuden ts  

and eminence o f  fa c u lty , i t  was soon to  rank second only to  th e  m edical

Benjamin W* Dudley, oj>* c i t . ,  pp* 18.
Kentucky G azette. 30 (March 10, 1817), 1 . Signed by David C. 

A yres, Thomas J .  Garden, and Charles H. W arfie ld .
106 Smith, J .  C* F ra se r , L. J .  Gorgen, and n ine Others to  

th e  T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , p e t i t io n ,  dated  Lexington, 
February 18, 1817." M anuscript. T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington*

107 »Minutes o f th e  M edical Department, T ransylvania U n iv ersity , 
Lexington, November 8 , 1819," p . 1*

-*•0® Annual Announcement o f  th e  M edical Department o f  Transylvania 
U n iv ers ity , 1840, p . 23* Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1840*
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109school o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Pennsylvania in  the  U nited S ta tes*

America1 a f i r s t  c o l le g ia te  law school. —-Charles W arren, in  h is  

H is to ry  o f  th e  American Bar* summarizes the  e a r ly  h is to ry  o f  th e  Transyl­

van ia  Lav School:

In  th e  same year as Kent’ s re s ig n a tio n  a t  Columbia, 1798, th e re  was 
founded th e  f i r s t  c o lle g ia te  p ro fe sso rsh ip , in tended fo r  o th e r  than  under 
g rad u a tes, which had any permanency* I t  i s  c e r ta in ly  s t r ik in g  th a t  t h i s  
event should have occurred in  a l i t t l e  f r o n t ie r  town o f about 17®0 in ­
h a b ita n ts—a t  the U n iv e rsity  o f  Transylvania in  Lexington, Kentucky*
T his in s t i tu t io n  was ch a rte red  in  1798, and th e  nex t y ear th e  Law Depart­
ment was organized w ith  George N icholas a s  P ro fesso r o f Law and P o li t ie s*  
On h is  dea th , th e  same y e a r , he was succeeded by James Brown, who h e ld  
o f f ic e  u n t i l  1804* In  th a t  y ear Henry C lay, a  young man o f  tw enty-seven, 
who had been adm itted  to  th e  Bar seven y e a rs , was appointed and h e ld  th e  
p ro fesso rsh ip  u n t i l  1807* Then the o f f ic e  lapsed  bu t was renewed in  1814, 
when John Pope h e ld  i t  u n t i l  1816, and was succeeded by Joseph Cabell 
B reckinridge in  1817*

The U n iv ersity , though sm all and lo c a l ,  had by 1802 acquired  a l ib r a ­
ry  o f  1700 volumes, and a lso  a  sep ara te  law lib ra ry *

(a) FOUNDING UNDER REPUBLICAN INFLUENCES.—The Transylvania Law 

School, whieh had as  i t s  f i r s t  head a s tro n g  Je ffe rso n ian  Republican, 

George N icholas, soon became predom inantly Republican in  c o n tra s t t o  th e  

F e d e ra lis t  stamp whieh was to  apply to  the  l a t e r  schools o f  th e  N orth, 

e s p e c ia lly  L itc h f ie ld  and T a le . 111 From 1807 to  1814 th e  law school

109 F ranc is  R. Packard, H isto ry  o f Medicine in  th e  U nited S ta te s .  
V ol. I I ,  p . 1078* P h ilad e lp h ia : Paul Hoeber, In c* , P u b lish e rs , 1931*

110 C harles Warren, H isto ry  o f the  American Bar, p , 39 ,  Cambridge: 
Harvard U n iv e rsity  P re ss , 1932*

Ib id *, pp. 130, 140*
A lfred  2* Reed, T rain ing  fo r the P ub lic  P ro fession  o f th e  Law: 

H is to r ic a l  Development and P r in c ip a l Contemporary Problems o f  l e g a l  Edu- 
c a tio n  in  the  United S ta te s ,  pp. 13©; 140. B u lle tin  Number F if te e n . New 
York: Carnegie Foundation fo r  th e  Advancement o f  Teaching, 1921.
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d ec lin ed  due to  th e  fa c t  th a t  no reg u la r  p ro fe sso r was in  charge, but 

some le c tu re s  were given to  law s tu d en ts  by v o lun teers  and by th e  academic 

f a c u lty .  At a  meeting o f the  board in  March, 1314, i t  was determ ined to  

p lace  th e  law department on a more permanent b a s is ,  when a  new fa c u lty  

was appoin ted .

(b) PUCE AMONG EARLY AMERICAN LAW SCHOOLS.—When th e  Transylvania

Law School was e s ta b lish ed , W illiam and Mary was the only o th e r  law
113school in  America having a law curricu lum . W illiam and M ary's law

course was begun in  1779. The e a r ly  law courses a t  the  U n iv ersity

o f Pennsylvania (College of P h ilad e lp h ia ) and a t  Columbia were sh o rt 

l iv e d ,  e x is tin g  from 1790-92 and 1794-98, re sp e c tiv e ly . For a 

gen era tio n  Transylvania was th e  only  organized cen te r  of le g a l  educa­

t io n  west o f  th e  A lleghanies, and i t  le d  a l l  law schools from 1799 

u n t i l  1821 except one p r iv a te  school, L i tc h f ie ld ,  and fo r a y ea r o r  two 

Harvard, which e n ro lled  a few more s tu d e n ts . By 1821 Transylvania 

had surpassed L itc h f ie ld ,  and h e ld  th e  le a d  again  u n t i l  I 838,  when 

Harvard, V irg in ia , Y ale, and W illiam  and Mary took th e  le a d , which they  

h e ld  u n t i l  I 860.

H 2  A lfred  Z. Reed, op. c i t . .  p . 423 .
"Minutes of th e  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 

Lexington, March 14, 1814," Vol. I I ,  p . 141.
•̂13 A lfred  Z. Reed, op. c i t . .  p , 423* While W illiam and Mary 

employed a p ro fesso r o f law in  i t s  l i b e r a l  a r t s  co lleg e  i t  d id  not 
organize a c o lle g ia te  law school during th i s  e a r ly  p e rio d .

114. I b id .
Ib id .

116 M i v  p* 118*
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Liberal Control Established

The l ib e r a l  elem ents had regained  c o n tro l of th e  u n iv e rs ity  and 

now planned to  b u ild  i t  up, according to  th e i r  own id e a ls ,  a s  a g re a t 

educational in s t i tu t io n  and as  a source of economic advantage to  th e  

community. I t  w i l l  be shown in  th e  follow ing chap ters  th a t  t h e i r  p o lic ie s  

w ith  re sp ec t to  th e  p lace  o f  r e l ig io n  in  th e  u n iv e rs ity  were a s  fo llow s: 

The idea o f re l ig io u s  to le ra t io n  would be everywhere encouraged} s e c ta r ia n  

re l ig io u s  teach ing  would be r e je c te d . Viewpoints of th e  p resid en t would 

be a personal th in g  o f importance only  to  h im se lf . However, in  h is  pre­

c e p to r ia l  cap ac ity , although teach ing  no se c ta r ia n  theo logy , he would 

teach  simply th e  elements o f r e l ig io n  as  th ey  were needed fo r  m o ra lity . 

The p res id en t would speak from th e  u n iv e rs i ty  p u lp it  each Sunday, to  

p resen t the g re a t lead in g  p r in c ip le s  o f C h r is t ia n i ty ,  but he would make 

a c a re fu l  avoidance o f  both th e  in c u lc a tio n  o f se c ta r ia n  p e c u l ia r i t ie s  

and th e  maintenance o f  p o s itio n s  untenable on s c r ip tu ra l  grounds. A 

high standard  o f  personal m o ra lity  would be s e t  by the  p re s id e n t, and 

he would exact the same from the s tu d en ts  under h is  c o n tro l.  Under no 

circum stances would r e l ig io u s  d is t in c t io n s  be made in  th e  choice o f  

p ro fe sso rs  and s tu d e n ts , and in  con ferring  o f p r iv ile g e s  and honors*

As to  p o l i t i c s ,  i t  w i l l  be shown th a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  were com­

p le te ly  d isreg ard ed . The school would be a repub lican  in s t i tu t io n ,  

devoted to  teach ing  th e  a r t s  and sciences} i t  would grow under th e  con­

t r o l  o f  a l ib e r a l  and accomplished le a d e r  and a  b r i l l i a n t  facu lty}  and 

i t  would above a l l  c re a te  c i t iz e n s  f re e  to  choose fo r  them selves t h e i r
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own re l ig io n  and th e i r  own p o li t ic s #  Chapters IV and V deal la rg e ly  w ith  

re l ig io u s  and personal co n tro v e rs ie s ,  w hile chap ter VI in c lu d es  some in t e r ­

p re ta t io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic co n tro v ers ie s  th a t  were brought 

to  bear upon th e  u n iversity#

Summary

I t  has been shown th a t  th e  P resb y te rian s  made se rio u s  e f f o r t s  to  

e s ta b lis h  Transylvania as a s e c ta r ia n  u n iv e rs ity  from 1804 to  1816# The 

board o f  t r u s te e s ,  which was predom inantly C a lv in is tie  during th i s  p e rio d , 

seemed to  have made no r e a l ly  s tro n g  e f fo r ts  to  develop th e  school o r to  

in c rease  i t s  e ffec tiv en ess#  The small academic department expanded very  

l i t t l e ,  i f  any, during th i s  period# The m edical school was never a 

se r io u s ly  considered  e n t i ty  o f T ransylvania p r io r  to  1817, and th e  law 

school seemed to  have a t  le a s t  one p ro fe sso r  during t h i s  p e rio d , but 

i t s  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  must have been lim ited#  L ib e ra l elem ents o f the com** 

m unity, although in te re s te d  in  breaking th e  P re sb y te ria n s ’ m onopolistic 

ho ld  upon T ransylvania, d id  no t become very  e f fe c tiv e  u n t i l  1817. The 

lib e ra lis m -s e c ta r ia n  controversy  d id  not become a r e a l  co n te s t u n t i l  

Horace H o lley 's  name was mentioned fo r th e  schoo l’s presidency# However, 

a s  th e  community grew more l i b e r a l  in  1817 and 1818, an environment o f  

l ib e ra lis m  a ffe c te d  the  board and ev en tu a lly  the  u n iv ersity #  A clim ax 

was reached in  1818 when th e  s ta te  became l ib e r a l  enough to  oust th e  o ld  

s e c ta r ia n  board and rep lace  i t  w ith  libera l-m inded  c i t iz e n s .  This a c tio n  

was r e fe r re d  to  as a l ib e r a l  re v o lu tio n , since  i t  amounted to  a  sudden
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and d ra s t ic  change in  th e  in te l l e c tu a l  cen te r  o f  young Kentucky. The 

d iscu ss io n  o f  T ransy lvan ia’s p ro fe ss io n a l schools shows th a t  th ese  

departm ents remained i n  a p ioneering and form ative s ta tu s  during t h i s  

period®

T ransy lvan ia’s  c o n trib u tio n s  to  th e  s ta te  during th is  period  l i e  

in  h e r p ro fe ss io n a l t r a in in g ,  which was r e s t r i c te d  la rg e ly  to  re lig io u s  

le a d e rs ;  graduate doctors and lawyers were few. But the  f i r s t  c o lle g ia te  

law school had been e s ta b lish e d  and th e  ground work fo r a very  e f fe c tiv e  

m edical school had been la id *  The school may be c re d ite d  w ith  th e  p e r­

formance of a  c e r ta in  amount o f genera l p ioneering  on the  p a r t  o f h igher 

education , a s  i t  must be remembered th a t  th e  f ro n t ie r  was n o t f a r  from 

Kentucky, and th a t  e f fo r ts  toward su sta in in g  h igher education u su a lly  

were expended only  a f te r  th e  expenditure o f many tiresom e e f f o r t s  to  

s u s ta in  l i f e ,  to  promote peace, and to  m ain tain  the g en era l s o c ia l order*

P o ssib ly  th e  most im portant b a r r ie r  to  T ransy lvan ia’ s success la y  

in  th e  t r u s te e s ’ d e s ire  to  s t a r t  t h e i r  co lleg e  department befo re  th ey  had 

e s ta b lish e d  s u f f ic ie n t  ’’feeders*  or p rep ara to ry  schools which could keep 

a c o lleg e  supp lied  w ith q u a lif ie d  students*  Another cause which seems to  

have been an o b s tac le  in  T ransy lvan ia’s development was a la c k  o f  e ffec ­

t iv e  le a d e rsh ip . Since th e  t r u s te e s ’ v arious committees o f te n  sought to  

so lve ad m in is tra tiv e  m a tte rs  and seemed c o n s ta n tly  to  in te r f e r e  w ith  th e  

p r e s id e n t 's  prerogative o f  ad m in is tra tio n , th ey  should have been c a re fu lly  

se le c te d  w ith  reg ard  to  th e i r  d u t ie s .
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CHAPTER IV 

LIBERAL STATE UNIVERSITY, 1818-1823

H olley, L ib e ra l Theologian and Educator

When Horace H olley accepted  the  presidency of T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y ,  th e  c o n f l ic t  between lib e ra lism  and P resbyterian ism  in  Kentucky 

developed in to  a co n tes t cen tering  around H olley , h is  id e a ls ,  am bitions, 

successes, f a i lu r e s ,  and h is  p e rso n a lity  g e n e ra lly . I f  he had been 

su ccessfu l in  accom plishing th e  aims o f th e  p arty  of which he was now 

th e  le a d e r , i .  e . ,  i f  he could provide an e f fe c tiv e  l ib e r a l  education 

fo r  th e  youth o f  th e  W estern coun tiy , th e  P resb y te rian  c le rg y 's  hopes 

f o r  th e  type o f C h ris tian  so e ie ty  which th ey  would o f fe r  migjht have been 

destroyed  o r  a t  le a s t  defeated  fo r  a tim e. The dominant p a r ty  o f l i b e r a l  

gentlem en, p o l i t ic ia n s ,  law yers, business men, and those #10 enjoyed th e  

th e a t r e ,  the  ra c e tra c k , and th e  m a te ria l p leasu res  o f l i f e ,  would become 

u n iv e rsa lly  accepted and continue to  p rosper in  p lace  o f th e  more God­

fea rin g  type o f C h ris tian  la d ie s  and gentlemen who would rece iv e  g re a te r  

s o c ia l  reco g n itio n  in  a so c ie ty  c o n tro lle d  by th e  C a lv in is t c le rg y .

In  order to  grasp th e  f ie rc e  na tu re  and in te n s i ty  o f th e  "death" 

s tru g g le  which was soon to  tak e  p lace , some co n sid e ra tio n  o f th e  charac­

t e r  o f  H olley as  an in d iv id u a l i s  o f  value* What was h is  t ru e  ch a rac te r  

and how did  i t  serve as an easy ta rg e t  fo r  the enemies o f  l ib e ra lis m , 

both re l ig io u s  and p o l i t ic a l?  B rie f ly  s ta te d ,  H o lley 's  most p rovocative 

c h a ra c te r is t ic s  included  an ingenuously expressed l ib e ra lism  in  r e l ig io n ,

94
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an a r i s to c r a t ic  and h ig h ly  e f fe c tiv e  so c ia l d isp o s itio n , and an a b i l i t y  

to  succeed where h is  opponents were unsuccessful*

Paren tage, education , and t r a i n i n g *The new p re sid en t of T ransyl­

van ia  U n iversity  was born a t  S a lisb u ry , Connecticut on February 13, 1781*

His fa th e r  was Luther H olley, a New Englander who had gained considerab le  

w ealth  through business ven tu res and farm ing. Although th e  fa th e r  had no 

form al schooling , he was w e ll read  fo r h is  o p p o rtu n itie s  and in  a l l  pro­

b a b i l i ty  in fluenced  h is  so n 's  a t t i tu d e  toward l i t e r a tu r e  and education*

Two o ther sons, Myron Holley and O rv ille  H olley, achieved prominence in  

New York City* Sarah Dakin H olley, h is  m other, th e  daughter o f a B ap tis t 

m in is te r ,  d id  no t aecep t th e  d o c trin e  o f  p re d e s tin a tio n . Luther Holley 

was l i b e r a l  in  h i s  re l ig io u s  views and d isregarded  se c ta r ia n  d iv is io n s  

and Horace H olley was in fluenced  by th i s  environment o f m ild re lig io n *  

E ntered  in  school a t  th e  age o f l i t t l e  over th re e  y e a rs , he completed 

th e  elem entary curriculum  a v a ila b le  to  him and re tu rn ed  to  work in  h is  

f a th e r 's  s to re*  In  1797, a t  th e  age o f  s ix tee n , he a ttended  an academy 

a t  Williamstown in  p rep ara tio n  for W illiams College, bu t decided upon 

Yale C ollege, which he en tered  in  1799* ^

Horace H olley was su ccessfu l a t  Yale and rece ived  high approbation 

from Timothy Dwight. He enjoyed th e  re f in e d  so c ie ty  and developed an in*  

te n se  in te r e s t  in  m ental philosophy, and in  in te l le c tu a l  and l i t e r a r y

1 C harles Caldw ell, A Discourse on th e  Genius and C haracter o f  th e  
Rev* Horace H olley. LL.D*« Late P resid en t o f  Transylvania. T l n i t y j  
w ith an Appendix Containing Copious Notes B iographical and I l l u s t r a t i v e ,
PP. 110-18 o f  Appendix. Boston: H i l l ia rd ,  Gray, L i t t l e ,  and W ilk ins, 1828.

^ Ib id * , p . 122 o f  Appendix.
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g

p u rsu its*  H olley had g rea t o ra to r ic a l  a b i l i t ie s *  He came under th e  

in flu en ce  of the  re v iv a l occurring  in  New Haven in  180$* ^  His o ra tio n  

a t  Commencement was e n t i t l e d  "The S lavery of F ree th in k in g ,” when he r e -
5

ceived  the degree of Bachelor o f A rts  a sh o rt time la te r*  In  th e  win­

t e r  he worked in  a New fo rk  law o f f ic e ,  bu t deciding ag a in s t law as  a

p ro fess io n  soon re tu rn ed  to  New Haven to  study  d iv in i ty  under Timothy 
6

Dwight* While studying w ith Dwight he adopted th e  Hopkinsian theo lo ­

gy, which he t r i e d  w ithout success to  im part to  h is  lib era l-m in d ed  fa—
7ther*

In  1805 H olley, now m arried and h is  m in is te r ia l  s tu d ie s  completed, 

accepted th e  post o f  m in is te r  a t  G reenfie ld  H i l l ,  F a i r f ie ld  County, 

C onnecticu t, a t  $560 per year* An honorable d ism issa l from th e  Western 

D is t r i c t  of F a ir f ie ld  County in  September, 1808, in d ic a ted  th a t  he re*  

ta in e d  h is  rep u tab le  orthodox standing* A fte r some canvassing, he 

accepted th e  m in is try  of the U n ita rian  South End Church, H o llis  S tr e e t ,  

Boston* At th e  in s ta l l a t io n  se rv ice  on March 8 , 1809, Bev* Joseph

3 Ib id *, p« 127 o f Appendix*
^ Ih ld *. pp* 127-28 o f  Appendix.
5 F rank lin  B. D exter, B iographical Sketches o f the Graduates o f  Yale 

C ollege, Vol* V, p . 286* New Yorki Harper and B ro thers, P u b lish e rs , 1911.
^ Charles Caldw ell, op. c i t . ,  pp* 130-33 of Appendix.
^ Ib id *. pp. 129-30 o f Appendix. 
d Ib id . ,  pp. 133-34 o f Appendix*
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Eckley preached, Rev. John Lathrop gave th e  charge, and Rev, John

Thomthon K irk land, who was soon to  become U n ita rian  p re s id en t o f

Harvard, gave th e  r ig h t  hand o f  fe llow sh ip  to  th e  young p a s to r  before
o

an audience o f  over two thousand*

I t  was a t  the  U n ita rian  South End Church th a t  H olley achieved th e  

success which gave him a n a tio n a l repu ta tion*  The o ra to r ic a l  a b i l i t y  

he had developed so m aste rfu lly  accounted p rim arily  fo r  h is  achieve­

ment* Loring, in  h is  Hundred Boston O ra to rs , wrote o f  Holley*s g rea t 

e ffec tiv e n e ss  in  th e  p u lp i t :  **• * . and i t  may sa fe ly  be a s se r te d  th a t

S tillm an  and H olley were th e  most eloquent p a s to rs  th a t  ever graced th e  
10Boston pulpit,** In  a d d itio n  to  h is  power in  th e  p u lp i t ,  H olley was 

e f fe c t iv e  in  o ther p a s to ra l d u tie s j  he doubled th e  s iz e  o f th e  congre­

g a tio n  and thus n e c e ss ita te d  a new church* Ten years a f t e r  h is  de­

p a r tu re  from th e  South End Church, a t  th e  tim e of h is  dea th , g re a t care 

was taken to  pay adequate t r ib u te  to  him, w ith an ap p ro p ria te  s e rv ic e , 

and th e  d e liv e ry  o f a eulogy by Rev. P ierpont* 12 H olley seemed to  be 

av erse  to  pub lish ing  h is  sermons; only one has been p r in te d  and th a t

9 Joseph Eckley, A Sermon D elivered a t  th e  I n s ta l la t io n  o f th e  Rev.  
Horace H olley, p . 35* Boston: Published by th e  au th o r, 1809.

10 James S. Loring, The Hundred Boston O ra to rs , p . 373 . Boston: 
P ublished  by th e  au th o r, I 853*

11 Charles Caldw ell, op. c i t . ,  pp. 146, 165, and 222 o f  Appendix.
12 John P ie rp o n t, A Discourse . . . Occasioned by the  Death o f 

Horace H olley, pp* 31* Boston: From the Press of the Christian Ex­
am iner, 1827* (Houghton L ib ra ry , Harvard U niversity )*

Charles Caldw ell, op, c i t . ,  pp. I 38-39  o f  Appendix.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



98
13from h is  T ransylvania days. H is o th e r in te r e s ts  in  Boston, in  

a d d itio n  to  h is  p a s to ra te , included  memberships on the  School Committee 

o f  Boston and on th e  Board o f  Overseers o f Harvard U niversity* ^  Po­

l i t i c a l l y ,  he ex h ib ited  strong  sympathy fo r  th e  F e d e ra lis t  p a rty  in
15n a tio n a l p o li t ic s *

H o lley 's  l i b e r a l  r e l ig io n  d efin ed .—H olley ' s g re a te s t  m istake may

have been h is  dec is ion  to  go to  Kentucky. ^  He had won approbation from 
17John Adams, had been recommended fo r  th e  p u lp it  o f the Independent

ISChurch o f B altim ore, had rece ived  high approval fo r  h is  speech before
19

th e  House o f R epresen ta tives in  Washington, and had been asked r e -
20p ea ted ly  to  re tu rn  to  Boston. From th e  standpoin t of personal am­

b i t io n ,  i t  would seem th a t  h is  g re a te s t  o p p o rtu n itie s  la y  in  the  East* 

However, i t  i s  probable th a t  he wished to  give up h is  p o s itio n  as  m inis­

t e r  o f  th e  South End Church because h is  view points on r e l ig io n  had
21.changed, and the p o s itio n  was a "term  o f severe t r i a l , "  Mrs. Holley

13 Charles Caldw ell, og. c i t *. pp, 370-71 o f Appendix,
^  Ib id , . p . 148 o f Appendix.
15 James S . Loring, o j j .  c i t . .  p . 370*
1^ F ran k lin  B* D exter, ©£, c i t . .  V ol. V, p . 588*
17 John Adams to  Thomas Je ffe rso n , Quincy, May 29, 1818.
1® Commentator. 19 (Ju ly  10, 1818), 3 ,  re p rin te d  from th e  F ederal 

G azette  o f  Baltimore*
19 Charles Caldw ell, og* c i t . .  p . I 64 o f Appendix,
20 ib id . .  p , 140 o f  Appendix.
21 I b id . . p . 137 o f Appendix.
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s ta te d  th a t  he had f i r s t  adopted Calvinism in  a period  o f  re l ig io u s
22excitem ent, when he was e sp e c ia lly  en th u sia s tic*  In  a d d itio n , H olley 

had l i t t l e  choice in  th e  m a tte r , s ince  th e  system was alm ost com pletely 

dominant, so th a t  one could dev ia te  only in  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  s im p lif ica ­

t io n  w ithout su ffe rin g  severe p e n a lt ie s .  A pparently he had no opportu­

n i ty  fo r  a f a i r  examination and was fo rced  to  accept th e  p rev a len t sys­

tem , and not h is  own in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  Scr ip tu r e s ,  as  th e  standard  

o f f a i th .

Not long a f t e r  H olley decided upon th e  m in is try , he began to  th in k  

fo r  h im self and to  look a t  th e  various s id e s  o f  th e o lo g ic a l q u es tio n s .

A l ib e r a l  viewpoint was growing; when he a r r iv e d  in  Boston and began 

d iscussing  r e l ig io u s  questions w ith  o th e r clergymen, p a r t ic u la r ly  those  

o f  l i b e r a l  op in ion , he soon became one o f  th e  lead ing  d is c ip le s  o f 

U nitarian ism , w ith  some personal m odifications*  The re l ig io u s  p o s itio n  

th a t  H olley adopted w hile a t  th e  Boston Church q u a lif ie d  him fo r  th e  

presidency  o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , in  accordance w ith th e  standards 

and o b jec tiv e s  o f i t s  new t ru s te e s .

F i r s t ,  he had adopted a p o s itio n  o f r a t io n a l  and c a th o lic  C h r is ti­

a n i ty  as th e  so le  standard  o f  f a i th  in  p reference to  a system o f theo lo—
23gy such as  Calvinism . His ra tio n a lism  and c a th o l ic i ty  made i t  p o ssi­

b le  fo r  him to  look upon a l l  s e c ts  w ith sympathy, though accep ting  none

22 Mi*
23 gee ’’Review o f  'A C ontrast between Calvinism and Hopkinsianism, *M 

A G eneral R epository  and Review. 3 (November, 1814), 364 .
For au th o rsh ip , see F rank lin  B. D exter, 0£ . c i t . .  V ol. V, p . 590. 
Draper M anuscript 17CC54-55*
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as  a whole* Second* H olley shared th e  l ib e r a l  Kentuckians1 opposition

to  Calvinism  in  a l l  i t s  forms* H olley had published h is  views opposing

Calvinism* He w rote: "The g en era l p rogress o f  the  mind* in  th e  a r t s

and sciences and in  th e  knowledge o f  human nature* th e  p rogress o f

b ib l i c a l  c ritic ism *  and th e  growing in flu en ce  o f  t r u th  a re  a l l  opposed

to  th e  prevalence o f  C alvinism ." ^  H olley wrote th a t  th e  d if fe re n t

creeds were no t only  th e  instrum ents o f  power over m en's minds and th e

bases o f  c o n tro l over la rg e  vested  i n te r e s t s ,  but th a t  th ey  were d e s tru c -
25t iv e  o f peace among re lig io u s  s e c ts  and o f  in te l le c tu a l  tru th *  These 

consequences o f creedal r e l ig io n  were obvious to  l i b e r a l  Kentuckians from 

a  long observation* and th e  reo rg an iza tio n  in  Transylvania U n iv e rsity , in  

so f a r  a s  i t  was an in te l le c tu a l  rev o lt*  was planned to  keep th e  s ta te  as  

f re e  a s  p o ssib le  from such creeds*

A ttitu d e  toward Kentuckians. - - I n  d escrib ing  h is  l i b e r a l  p o s itio n , 

H olley w rote: "There i s  indeed , in  my op in ion , no good reason  fo r  oppo­

s i t io n  to  me, o r fo r  jea lo u sy  towards my p r in c ip le s  o r o b je c ts ,  on th e
26grounds of my re lig io u s  d o c trin e s  and mode o f  in s tru c tio n * 1' He s ta te d

fu r th e r  th a t  he was to  be l ib e r a l  w ithout in d iffe re n c e , moderate w ithout
>

co ldness, r a t io n a l  w ithout skeptic ism , evan g e lica l w ithout fan a tic ism ,

^  "Review o f  fA C ontrast between Calvinism and Hopkinsianism , 1 " Jl 
G eneral R epository  and Review. 3 (November, 1814), 377*

25 Ib id * , p . 347.

^  "A Journey from Boston in  Masaachusets £ “s ic  7  to  Lexington, in  
Kentucky commenced Feb. 3 ,  1818 by Horace H olley ."  M anuscript. Owned by 
Mrs. Benjamin G rata Crosby, Woodford County, Kentucky; ty p ew ritten  copy 
in  Transylvania C ollege, Lexington.
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simple w ithout crudeness, n a tu ra l w ithout lic e n tio u sn e s s , and pious w ith­

out th e  s p i r i t  o f  exclusion  or in to leran ce*  A fte r s ta t in g  th a t  he was 

n o t a sk e p tic , a Socin ian , an A rian , or a t r i t h e i s t ,  H olley sa id  th a t  

w ith  h is  countrymen g en e ra lly , and C h ris tia n s  a t  la rg e ,  he b e liev ed  th e re

was one God, and th a t  he profoundly and c o rd ia lly  respected  th e  r e l ig io n  
27of th e  land* I f  H olley p ra c tic e d  what he w rote, th a t  acceptance o f

28th e  c a th o lic  p o s itio n  was th e  b est choice fo r  a  vo te-seek ing  p o l i t ic ia n ;  

he may have be lieved  th a t  by adopting a l i b e r a l ,  c a th o lic ,  and U n ita rian  

p o s it io n , a s tan d  th a t  he regarded a s  orthodox, he was most t r u ly  rep re ­

sen ting  th e  re lig io u s  sentim ents o f Kentuckians and was most l ik e ly  to  

s a t i s f y  a m ajority*

Clergy1 s  acceptance o f  H olley*—H olley had hoped th a t  h is  p o s itio n  

would provide a temporary arrangement o f to le r a t io n  w ith th e  orthodox*

A w r i te r  o f  the  R eporter s ta te d  th a t  he succeeded and th a t  " the  p ro fesso rs  

o f re l ig io n  o f every denom ination, who were p resen t £"  a t  h is  sermon in  th e  

Episcopal Church J  have declared  them selves e n t i r e ly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  

ex p o sitio n  of h is  p r in c ip le s  / " o f  th e  v ario u s  th e o r ie s  o f th e  t r i n i t y / * ” 27 

The R eporter w r ite r  explained  th a t  H olley opposed id le  m etaphysical specu­

la t io n s ,  and in s is te d  upon the  va lue  o f  p r a c t ic a l  C h ris tian ity *  The edi­

t o r i a l  p o licy  o f the  R eporter c o n s is te n tly  agreed w ith  H olley throughout

27  I b i d .
28 "Review o f TA C ontrast between Calvinism and H opkinsianism ,1" A 

G eneral R epository  and Review* 3 (November, 1814), 374-76.
29 Charles C aldw ell, oj>. g i t . ,  pp. 157-58 o f  Appendix*
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h is  p residency , th a t  l i b e r a l  C h r is t ia n ity  i s  th e  most genera l form o f

C h ris tia n  f a i t h ,  and consequently i s  t ru e  orthodoxy. But James F ishback,

a B ap tis t m in is te r  and s t r i c t e r  th eo lo g ian , re a d ily  id e n t i f ie d  H olley
30as  a  " n a tu ra l r e l ig io n i s t ,"  and the  P resb y te rian  c le rg y  never regarded

him as  orthodox. However, H o lley 's  t r i p  to  Kentucky appears to  have been

su ccessfu l in  causing most o f th e  re l ig io u s  s e c ts  to  fav o r him, a t  l e a s t

public ly*  Governor S laughter and o th e r B ap tis ts  o f  both o rd e rs , re g u la r

and sep a ra te , approved o f H olley so com pletely th a t  they  promised to  send

th e i r  ch ild re n  to  th e  u n iv e rs ity  and to  support le g is la t iv e  ap p ro p ria tio n s  
31

to  i t .  Even le v .  James McChord, A P resb y te rian  m in is te r  and former

p ro fe sso r , a f te r  a leng thy  conversation , to ld  H olley th a t  he was no longer 
32opposed.

V is it  to  Kentucky .-—Holley v i s i t e d  Kentucky w ith  th e  purpose o f d is ­

covering by personal con tact whether th e re  was s u f f ic ie n t  unanim ity among 

h im se lf , th e  t r u s te e s ,  th e  p r in c ip a l clergymen, and th e  lead ing  laymen to  

make p o ssib le  successfu l o p era tion  o f th e  school, befo re  consenting to

accep t th e  p o s itio n  o f p re s id e n t. ^  He a r r iv e d  l a t e  in  May and was
34c o rd ia l ly  rece iv ed . Many prominent c i t iz e n s ,  includ ing  Henry Clay

W estern Monitor* 1825, undated c lip p in g  a t  T ransylvania C ollege, 
Lexington*

31 Charles Caldw ell, og. c i t . ,  p . 156 o f  Appendix.
32 Ib id *, p . 159 o f Appendix.
33 See W estern Luminary* 1 (March 9, 1825), P. 127, f o r  quo ta tio n  

from l e t t e r  o f  1815 to  James P re n tis s  from Horace H olley .
34 Charles Caldw ell, og. c i t . ,  pp. 151-52 o f Appendix.
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and Governor S lau g h te r, g ree ted  him warmly, and he was th e  guest a t

numerous d inners and p a r tie s*  He a lso  was received  favorab ly  by th e

churches; th e  E p iscopalians, the  B a p tis ts ,  and th e  M ethodists in v ite d

him to  preach* The A ssociate  Reformed Church was le s s  re c e p tiv e , and

Rev* James MeChord consented to  h is  in v i ta t io n  only a l t e r  i t  had been

tendered  by th e  e ld e rs . MeChord rece iv ed  anonymous l e t t e r s  fo r  th i s  
35•’condescension.* Although p laced  in  a d i f f i c u l t  p o s itio n  in  re sp ec t 

to  h is  v is i t in g  preaching assignm ents, H olley , by p lac in g  h im self above 

se c ta r ia n  s t r i f e ,  by avoiding te c h n ic a l  th e o lo g ic a l is s u e s , and by con­

cern ing  h im self c h ie f ly  w ith  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  m o ra lity  and p ie ty ,  was 

a b le  to  m erit a g ra tify in g  response.

Inauguration  . —The f a c t  th a t  Holley found cond itions a t  th e  school 

a t  a low ebb (th e re  were no re g u la r  c la s s  d iv is io n s , no ex tensive  system 

o f  r u le s ,  few books, and l i t t l e  apparatus) p leased  him, s ince  th e re  would 

be nothing to  reform , b u t a l l  p lanning would be s ta r t in g  anew. He ob­

served  th e  e x c e lle n t q u a li ty  o f p o te n t ia l  s tu d en ts , and no ted  th a t  he was 

given f u l l  l i b e r ty  to  d ire c t  th e  school as he wished* He determ ined 

to  accep t th e  presidency w ith  i t s  #2,250 p er year s a la ry , in  a d d itio n  to  

th e  diploma fe e s .  ^  H olley was cognizant in  h is  l e t t e r  o f  acceptance

35 Ib id . .  pp. 152-61 o f Appendix*
36 I b id . .  p . 162 o f  Appendix.
37 Ib id . .  p . 157 o f Appendix*
3 8  I b i d *
39 wfo th e  T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Horace Holley* Lex­

in g to n , June 25, 181H.* Manuscript* Transylvania C ollege, Lexington*
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o f  th e  wide popular support o f  h is  appointm ent, th e  p rospect o f  genera l 

support o f the  u n iv e rs ity  from th e  whole community, and th e  g rea t ex­

p e c ta tio n  o f s t a t e  a id .  He assayed h is  p o s itio n  in  November, 1818, and
40was form ally  inaugurated  on December 19, 1818. The chairman o f th e  

board o f  t ru s te e s  adm inistered  the  oath  o f o f f ic e  to  Holley and to  th e  

in s tru c to rs  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity , a t  th e  in au g u ra tio n , and afte rw ards Bde­

l iv e re d  to  th e  P resid en t th e  keys o f the c o lleg e , as  a symbol o f h is  

a u th o r ity  and charge: a b ib le , as  con ta in ing  th e  evidence o f th a t  re ­

l ig io n  which i s  acknowledged in  th a t  seminary, and which p re v a ils  through­

out our land} and l a s t l y  a volume o f sc ien ce , as  an in d ic a tio n  th a t  in ­

s tru c tio n  in  knowledge and l i t e r a t u r e  was h is  p e c u lia r  duty as  head o f  

an in s t i tu t io n  o f  le a rn in g .* ^  In  o rder to  achieve h is  re c e n tly  con­

ceived  am bition to  become th e  dominating in te l l e c tu a l  fo rce  in  th e  West, 

H olley , c h a r a c te r is t ic a l ly ,  commenced h is  d u tie s  w ith z e a l ,  in d u s try , and 

devotion .

U niversity , organized fo r  p ro g ress .—The reorgan ized  u n iv e rs ity  was 

now in  a p o s itio n  to  expand and develop. Besides th e  recen t reorganiza­

t io n  o f  th e  t ru s te e s  and th e  e le c tio n  of a l i b e r a l  and eminent p re s id e n t,0
th e  p hysica l f a c i l i t i e s  (inc lud ing  adequate space fo r  classroom  exer­

c is e s  fo r  th e  academic departm ent, lodging fo r  one hundred s tu d e n ts , a«d 

board in  a re fe c to ry , p ric ed  upon a n o n p ro fit,  m utual-sharing  b a s is )  had

4® Charles Caldw ell, o£. c i t . ,  p . 199 of Appendix.

41 Kentucky G azette . 32 (December 25, 1818), 1 ,
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been re c e n tly  completed. The t o t a l  cost o f education was g re a t ly  reduced* 

and w ith  th e  estab lishm ent o f s t r i c t  s tandards o f  adm ission, d iv is io n  o f 

th e  academic year in to  th e  usual two sem esters, and in tro d u c tio n  o f th e  

re g u la r  academic system o f  fo u r c la s se s , the q u a li ty  o f education was 

d es tin ed  to  improve* These inn o v atio n s, suggested by H olley during h is  

sp ring  v i s i t ,  were put in to  opera tion  befo re  h is  permanent se ttlem en t 

in  Lexington*

P ro fesso r and execu tive . —-A« p re s id e n t, H olley became p ro fesso r o f 

m ental and m oral philosophy and was p a r t ic u la r ly  in  charge o f  th e  sen io r 

c lass*  Some o f  th e  textbooks H olley se le c te d  included* Thomas Brown* s 

L ectures on th e  Philosophy o f  th e  Human Mind. Hedge’s Elements o f Logic. 

Say’ s P o l i t i c a l  Economy, and Murray’s Grammar* In  ad d itio n  to  preaching 

a t  th e  Sunday Chapel s e rv ic e s , H olley, to g e th e r  w ith  P ro fesso r Bishop, 

o ffe re d  a v o lun teer c la s s  in  b ib l i c a l  c r i t ic is m  and theo logy , ^  where 

P a ley ’s Evidences o f C h r is t ia n ity  and B u tle r 's  Analogy were d iscussed 

and analyzed* John Roche, a l i b e r a l  in  r e l ig io n ,  and John E v e re tt ,  a 

b ro th e r o f Edward E v e re tt ,  were appointed tu to r s  in  L a tin  and Greeko 

A v e r s a t i l e  s c ie n t i s t ,  C onstantine R afinesque, was appointed p ro fesso r 

o f  n a tu ra l  h is to ry  and botany and te ach e r of modern languages* A 

t r a v e le r  passing  through Lexington in  1819 observed th e  l ib e ra lis m  o f 

th e  reo rgan ized  school:

A co lleg e  a t  which a re  a lread y  one hundred and fo r ty  s tu d en ts ; i t s

Kentucky R eporter. 6 (March 5 , 1821), 3 *

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



106

professors*  chosen purely  fo r  th e i r  t a l e n t s ,  w ithout any requirem ent o f 
unanim ity o f  re lig io u s  opin ion , as  in  th e  co lleg es  w ith you} p ro fe sso rs  
so chosen n o t being confined to  any p a r t ic u la r  s e c t ,  a re  l ik e ly  to  f i l l  
t h e i r  s ta t io n s  w ith  a b il i ty }  and as  f a r  as  I  am capable o f  judging a re  
em inently c a lc u la te d  fo r  t h e i r  re sp ec tiv e  p o s itio n s  to  which th ey  a re  
chosen. This in s t i tu t io n  prem ises to  be in  th e  moral world what th e  
sun i s  in  th e  n a tu ra l  w orld . ^3

Bishop and Sharpe’s d is s a t is f a c t io n .—However. some i l l  fe e lin g  

was caused in  r e la t io n  to  th i s  reo rg a n iza tio n . Rev. Robert Bishop, who 

had been a c tin g  p resid en t fo r  th e  two y ears  preceding H olley’s a r r i v a l ,  

1316-1818, dem onstrated some d issen s io n , when he p e tit io n e d  th e  t ru s te e s  

to  award him th e  same sa la ry  a s  was c re d ite d  to  H olley. Bishop claim ed 

th a t  th e  in crease  in  stu d en ts  was due to  h im se lf, s ince  he had been in  

charge o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  fo llow ing B ly the’s re s ig n a tio n . ^  Bishop a lso  

s ta te d  th a t  he had taugh t many more branches than  th e  s ta tu te s  req u ired  

o f  him, and th a t  th e  ch a rac te r o f  the school in  May, 1816, was com pletely 

gone, when he in  conjunction  w ith  a f r ie n d  (Sharpe), who had been forced  

to  r e t i r e  from th e  se rv ic e , managed th e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  schoo l. He 

had increased  th e  stu d en ts  from tw enty o r tw en ty -five  to  upward o f one 

hundred and ten} and had spent too  much o f  h is  time and labo red  too  hard , 

by n ig h t and day, fo r  th e  in s t i tu t io n  to  be in d if fe re n t  to  him. Bishop 

rev ea led  h is  anger as fo llow s: "Whatever may be th e  t a le n t s  and acq u ire­

ments o f our new p re s id e n t, i t  i s  a most degrading thought—a thought

43 R ichard Flower, L e tte rs  from Lexington and th e  I l l i n o i s ,  London, 
1819. In  E arly  Western T rav e ls , e d ited  by Reuben G-. Thw aites, Vol. X, 
pp, 94-95. New York: McMillan and Co., 1911.

44 L e tte r  to  th e  Chairman o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , dated  December 19, 1818, from Robert H. Bishop, published in  
Robert P e te r  and Johanna P e te r ,  T ransylvania U n iv ersity , pp. 112-13., 
L o u isv ille :  The F ilso n  Club, I 89ST
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under which no mind which has any sense of independence can a c t  w ith  

v ig o r—th a t  h is  se rv ices  to  th e  i n s t i tu t io n  as  compared to  mine should 

he considered  by the  Board a s  th re e  to  one.* ^  He th re a ten ed : ”I f

th e  Board wish me to  a c t  w ith  s p i r i t  and f e e l  a s  a man, when attem pting  

to  d ischarge my duty as a p ro fe sso r , I  must be p laced  im m ediately, as  

to  s a la ry , on an e q u a lity  w ith  th e  p re s id en t.*  ^  Ebenezer Sharpe, who 

had been p ro fesso r o f languages, resigned  because h is  hours had been 

changed to  such an ex ten t th a t  he would have to  l iv e  in  town to  meet
47them, and because Holley was allowed to  ’’teach  h is  Socinian v iew s.”

These two d isco n ten ted  m in is te rs  were in  p o s itio n s  where th ey  could do 

much in ju ry  to  th e  u n iv e rs ity , Sharpe from th e  o u tsid e  and Bishop from 

w ith in .

Demonstration o f le a d e rsh ip .—H olley’s value  as a le a d e r  cannot be 

over emphasized, e sp e c ia lly  the  s p i r i t  o f  em ulation and am bition he in ­

troduced , h is  example of vigorous a c t iv i ty ,  p ra c t ic a l  dem onstrations o f 

in te l l e c tu a l  achievement, and excep tio n a l o ra to r ic a l  a b i l i t i e s .  The 

course o f study was reo rgan ized  to  include c u rr ic u la  lead in g  to  th e  

degrees o f Bachelor o f A rts  and M aster o f  A r ts .  A system o f  weekly

^  I b id . ,  p . 112.
46 Ib id .
47 Sharpe’s l e t t e r  o f re s ig n a tio n  i s  p r in te d  in  the  Weekly Recorder. 

5 (October 30, 1818), 6 . --------
48 see “Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,” Kentucky R eporter. 17 (June 7, 

1824), 2 , fo r  announcement to  stu d en ts  w ishing a second degree (Master 
o f  A r ts ) .
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e x h ib itio n s  was in troduced by H olley, in  which th e  s tu d en ts  were given

an opportu n ity  to  d isp lay  t h e i r  ta le n ts  in  o ra to ry , l i t e r a t u r e ,  and
49science to  an ap p rec ia tiv e  audience* Statem ents from contemporary

50 51
sources, and b iograph ies o f many g raduates, g ive testim ony d i f f i c u l t

to  r e fu te ,  r e la t in g  to  th e  high q u a li ty  o f in s tru c t io n  during H olley’s

ad m in is tra tio n , e sp e c ia lly  on th e  p a r t o f th e  p re s id e n t, him self* The
52

u n iv e rs ity  soon gained a n a tio n a l re p u ta tio n , and v ied  w ith  th e  la rg e  

e a s te rn  co lleg es  in  number o f  stu d en ts  and in  q u a lity  o f in s tru c tio n *

Increase in  enrollm ents *—No inform ation  e x is ts  to  in d ic a te  ex ac tly  

what th e  enrollm ent o f  co lleg e  m a tricu la te s  was a t  th e  c lo se  o f  Bishop’s 

incumbency as ac tin g  p re s id e n t. In  O ctober, 1817, ju s t  p r io r  to  H o lley 's

^9 C harles Caldw ell, oj>. c i t . ,  pp. 199-200 o f  Appendix.
Frequent n o tice s  o f th ese  e x h ib itio n s  appear in  th e  Lexington 

newspapers o f  th i s  period*
5° Kentucky R eporter. 14 (A p ril 30, 1821), 3> 15 (June 24, 1822), 3 } 

and 15 (Ju ly  1 , 1822), 3 *
W estern M onitor. 3 (June 27, 1822), 4 ; and 4 (Ju ly  16, 1822), 4* 
Argus o f  Western America. 10 (June 27, 1822), 2.

5^ See A llen  Johnson and Dumas Malone, E d ito rs , D ic tionary  o f Ameri­
can Biography* Index volumes I-XX, pp. 342-43. New Yorki Charles S crib ­
n e r 's  Sons, 1937. E ig h ty -s ix  b iographies of men who a tten d ed  Transylvania 
between 1780 to  1858 a re  indexed in  t h i s  volume. F ifty -tw o  a re  l i s t e d  
under T ransylvania College (Academic Departm ent), twenty-two under th e  
Law Department, and tw elve under th e  M edical Department. A la rg e  num­
b e r o f  th ese  men were g raduates o f th e  c la sse s  o f 1822,  1823,  and 1824,  
which produced a t  le a s t  seventeen members o f Congress, and governors o f 
Kentucky aud Indiana* Je ffe rso n  Davis was included among these*

52 W estern M onitor. 3 (May 8 ,  1821), 3 *
Commendatory n o tic e s  appeared in  th e  N ational In te ll ig e n c e r  (Wash­

in g to n ) , Richmond E nqu irer. New York American, and elsew here.
Kentucky R eporter. 14 (February 23, 1820), 3 ,  r e p r in ts  a favorab le  

a r t i c l e  from th e  P ittsb u rg h  G azette*
U nitarian  M iscellany (Baltim ore) .  14 (A p ril, 1821), 143.
N iles  Weekly R eg is te r  (Baltim ore) o fte n  contained  a r t i c le s  po in ting
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e le c t io n , th e re  were seventy-seven s tu d e n ts , including  those  o f the p re -
53p a ra to ry  departm ent. Bishop w rote th a t  th e  en ro lle e s  numbered 110 a t

54th e  tim e H olley took over th e  management o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  1818*

Since th e  f ig u re , 110, does not id e n tify  th e  number o f p rep ara to ry  s tu ­

den ts con tained , i t  i s  o f  l i t t l e  consequence in  determ ining the  number o f  

undergraduates a t  t h i s  time* Although i t  i s  somewhat questionab le  whether 

Bishop o r H olley was resp o n sib le  fo r  t h i s  f i r s t  in c rease  in  enrollm ent, i t  

i s  more probable th a t  th e  l i b e r a l  fo rces  supporting H olley were re sp o n sib le

fo r  most of th e  progress* A sm all decline was recorded when Holley was 
55inaugura ted , but a rap id  expansion in  co lleg e  s tu d e n ts , a s  w e ll a s  in  

p rep ara to ry  s tu d en ts , was in d ica te d  soon afterw ard* Although th e  s t a t i s t i c s  

fo r  1819 and 1820 do no t e x is t ,  f ig u re s  fo r  th e  ensuing s ix  y ears  a re  as  

fo llo w s: ^

Undergraduates P repara to ry
1821-22  108 72
1822-23 138 62
1823-24 121 51
1824-25 124 27
1825-26 107 27
1826-27 92 45

out th e  g rea t p rogress and success o f T ransylvania U niversity* See espe­
c i a l l y  15 (Oetober 24, 1818), 132-33J 21 (December 15, 1821), 253J 23 (Feb­
ru a ry  15, 1823), 375-78; 24 (Ju ly  26,  1823), 33&J 24 (August 9 , 1823), 368 : 
28 (August 6 ,  1825), 368; 29 (Oetober 15, 1825), 97J 29 (December 10, 1825), 
230; 29 (January 21, 1826), 326; 30 (March 18, 1826), 39; and 30 (Ju ly  22,
1826) ,  366*

53 Jo u rn al o f  th e  Senate, 34th Assembly (November 7, 1825 — December 
21, 1825), pp. 145-46.

54 L e tte r  to  th e  Chairman o f  th e  Board o f  T rustees of Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , dated  December 19, 1818, from Robert H* Bishop, published  in  
Robert P e te r  and Johanna P e te r ,  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , op* c i t . .  pp . 112- 
13*

55 Kentucky R eporter. 12 (March 24, 1819), 3 .
56 Catalogue of the  O ffic e rs . S tudents and Graduates o f  the
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Causes f o r  a dec line  a f te r  1822 a re  th e  sub jec t of a l a t e r  d iscu ss io n , 

bu t one b r ie f  exp lanation  i s  included  a t  t h i s  p o in t.  O u t-o f-s ta te  s tu d en ts  

were a t t r a c te d  to  Kentucky, f o r  one reason , because o f  th e  in f la te d  con­

d i t io n  o f K entucky's currency. This same reason caused Kentucky fa m ilie s  

to  keep th e i r  sons w ith in  th e  s t a t e .  An a s s e r t io n  has f req u en tly  been 

made th a t  T ran sy lv an ia 's  enrollm ent exceeded th a t  o f  Harvard o r Tale a t  

tim es during H o lley 's  p residency . This a s s e r t io n  i s  based upon th e  t o t a l  

number o f  s tu d en ts  (in c lu d in g  studen ts  in  th e  p rep ara to ry  c la s s e s ) ,  which 

ranged from 387 to  418 during th e  y e a rs , 1821- 1826,  and i s  t ru e  w ith  th a t  

q u a l i f ic a t io n .

H o lley 's  L ib e ra l B elig ious In s tru c tio n

Since H o lley 's  r e l ig io u s  teach in g s became the  o b jec t o f  th e  g rea t 

body o f  th e  a s s a u lts  launched by th e  P resb y te rian  c le rg y  and th e i r  a l l i e s  

( th e  o th e r orthodox se c ta r ia n s  o f Kentucky), an o u tlin e  o f  th e  s tru c tu re  

o f h is  l i b e r a l  re l ig io u s  view point and the con ten t o f h is  r e l ig io u s  in ­

s tru c t io n  to  Transylvania s tu d en ts  (and t h e i r  p a ren ts) w i l l  a id  in  de­

f in in g  th e  is su e s  over which a g re a t in te l l e c tu a l  s tru g g le  took p la c e .

This s tru g g le , most o f which expended i t s e l f  during th e  y e a rs , 1823-1828, 

bu t which had commenced in  1780,  and had r is e n  to  very h o s t i le  propor­

t io n s  in  th e  y e a rs , 1794- 1796,  f la re d  up again  in  1816,  when a  reorgan i­

z a tio n  of th e  u n iv e rs ity  was th rea ten ed  by th e  s ta te  l e g is la tu r e .  Uhen

Transylvania U n iv ersity , January, 1827* PP. 14-15. Lexington: The Univer­
s i t y ,  January, XfcteV.
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H olley was e le c te d  p resid en t in  1817, and a reo rg an iza tio n  was a c tu a l ly  

executed by th e  le g i s la tu r e ,  th e  P resb y te rian  c le rg y  rece iv ed  a  stag g erin g  

blow* The immediate re a c tio n  o f th e  P resb y te rian s  a g a in s t th e  l i b e r a l  

fo rc e s  th a t  had w rested th e  c o n tro l o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  from them 

was th a t  o f confusion, cha llenge , and antagonism. The l i b e r a l s 1 most 

vu lnerab le  p o in t la y  in  th e  unorthodox re l ig io n  o f H olley , t h e i r  i n t e l ­

le c tu a l  le a d e r . The P resb y te rian s  s tru ck  a t  t h i s  p o in t,  w ith  l ig h t  

s t r a te g ic  blows a t  f i r s t  in  1817,  but l a t e r ,  in  1823,  w ith  a f u l l  offen­

s iv e .

E arly  retrenchm ent o f preaching d u tie s  .—In  a d d itio n  to  h is  d u tie s  

a s  te a c h e r , a d m in is tra to r, and b u ild e r  o f a u n iv e rs i ty , H olley preached 

in  th e  u n iv e rs ity  chapel and published a r t i c l e s  o ccasio n a lly  in  the  

W estern Review.  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  define  h is  r e l ig io u s  p o s itio n  from 

pub lished  sermons or o th e r w r itin g s , but from, a m anuscript o u tl in e  o f  h is  

sermons d e liv ered  during h is  f i r s t  year a t  T ransy lvan ia , and from news­

paper commentaries, a f a i r l y  accu ra te  p ic tu re  o f H o lley 's  r e l ig io n  can

be constructed# One o f  th e  e a r ly  a tta c k s  upon Holley was based upon n o tes
57taken  w hile he was preaching , b a t he appears to  have dec lined  t h i s

a c t iv i t y  a f t e r  one y e a r , w ith  th e  consent o f  the t r u s te e s .  H o lley 's

enemies s ta te d  th a t  he had stopped preaching because of th e  re s u lt in g  
58

c r i t ic is m , bu t both H olley and th e  t ru s te e s  answered th a t  th e  change 

was due to  the academic burdens o f  his office, which at th e  tim e were

57 The a tta c k  re fe r re d  to  was published  in  two numbers in  th e  Weekly 
Recorder. 6 (October 6 ,  1819), 16, 6 (October 13,  1819), 3#

5s  See W estern Luminary. 1 (March 23, 1825), 71.
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described  as "more than double, in  amount, those  o f th e  P resid en t o f  any
_  5 9

o th e r s im ila r  in s t i tu t io n s  /  s ic  J  in  th e  U nited S ta t e s .” Since th e

enrollm ent was on the  in c rease  a t  t h i s  tim e , th e re  was no cause fo r  alarm
60

over a d ec lin e , as was claim ed.

D is tin c tiv e  fe a tu re s  o f H olley’s r e l ig io n *—Perhaps th e  most d is­

t in c t iv e  fe a tu re  o f  H olley’s re l ig io u s  p o s itio n  was h is  p o s itiv e  and 

o p tim is tic  conception o f human n a tu re , and h is  idea o f re l ig io u s  l i f e  

a s  th e  f u l l  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  a l l  th e  given p o te n t ia l i t ie s  of the  in d iv i­

d u a l. He s tre s se d  th e  p o in t th a t  man’s n a tu re  i s  a whole, involv ing  

s e n s i t iv e ,  m oral, i n te l l e c tu a l ,  and r e l ig io u s  a sp e c ts , and th a t  a l l  o f 

th e se  must be c u lt iv a te d  to  ensure happiness here  and h e re a f te r .  ^

H olley po in ted  out th a t  m an's s e n s i t iv i ty  makes p o ssib le  a l l  h is  know­

ledge and enjoyment, and th a t  through i t  th e  "m a te ria l un iverse  i s  made 

to  co n tr ib u te  to  knowledge, to  im agination , to  t a s t e ,  to  poetry  and

geometry, to  genius and th e  a r t s ,  . . .  to  a l l  th a t  i s  p h ilo so p h ica l,
62g re a t ,  and b e a u tifu l  in  n a tu re ."  H olley wrote th a t  one must c u l t i ­

v a te  h is  s e n s it iv e  n a tu re , and preserve i t  " a c tiv e , pure , h e a lth y , m o ra l,” 

th a t  he must harmonize w ith  th e  laws o f  h is  m ental n a tu re , th a t  h is  sen­

sa tio n s  must blend w ith h is  thoughts and devotions, and th a t  th i s  i s  the

59 Western M onitor. 6 (A pril 9, 1824), 3 .
W estern Luminary. 1 (March 23,  1825), 72.

61 « »The Nature o f  Man’ ,  sermon o u tlin e  by Horace H olley , undated .” 
M anuscript. T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington.

62 Ib id .
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" tru e  th eo ry  o f  beauty , p o e try , and im m o rta lity .” "Heaven has th i s

p e r f e c t ly ,” he s ta te d  fu r th e r ,  ”and i s  th e re fo re  b e t te r  than  th e  p resen t 
6*5s t a t e . ” He a lso  b e liev ed  th a t  sensual excesses of a l l  k inds were 

abuses o f th e  s e n s it iv e  n a tu re , and d e s tru c tiv e  o f p e rfe c t s e l f - r e a l i -
. .  &4z a tio n .

C alv in ists*  re a c tio n  to  H o lley 's  l ib e ra lis m .—H olley c rea ted  re se n t­

ment among th e  C a lv in is ts  in  two ways. He made open and frequen t expres­

s io n s  of h is  l i b e r a l  philosophy of l i f e ,  and opposed v igo rously  those 

p o s itio n s  and conceptions which he re fe r re d  to  a s  "morose,” "b ig o ted ,"  

" i l l i b e r a l , "  and "co n tra c ted ."  H olley made p r a c t ic a l  dem onstrations o f 

h is  l i b e r a l  p o s itio n  by a c tio n s  which were considered  by th e  C a lv in is ts  

as  very  l ib e r a l  fo r a m in is te r  o f any s e c t .  H olley wrote o f one o f h is  

contem poraries in  Boston, one o f  th e  g re a t p u lp it  o ra to rs  o f  th e  day, 

s ta t in g  th a t  "He £ S tillim an  J  i s ,  in  n e a rly  a l l  in s ta n c e s , l ib e r a l  and 

f a i r j  and even when he makes some remarks about c a rd s , th e a tr e s ,  and 

ra c e s , whieh may be considered  as  somewhat to o  p u r ita n ic a l  f o r  th e  age,

o r fo r  h is  own in te l l ig e n c e , he s t i l l  p reserves th e  benevolent c a s t  o f  
65

h is  mind « . . .  Again, in  w ritin g  of th e  Roman C atho lic  p r i e s t s ' 

p o s it io n  in  reg ard  to  th e  th e a t r e ,  he sa id :

We do no t th in k  i t  any recommendation to  th e  Roman C atho lic  p r ie s t s

63 I b i d .
64 Ib id .

See also "Sermon Outlines by Horace Holley, undated, op. c i t . .
p . 9*

65 Western Review, 3 (Ju ly , 1819), 194. For au th o rsh ip , see "Horace 
H olley to  O rv ille  H olley, Bee. 19, 1820." M anuscript. T ransylvania Col­
le g e , Lexington#
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in  Canada, th a t  th ey  “do no t perm it t h e i r  people to  a tten d  th e a t r e s ” 
f t -  359J .  We thought th a t  t h i s  narrowness and fo lle y  had n o t extended 
to  t h i s  an c ien t church. I t  were b e t te r  to  have such nonsense confined 
to  our r ig h t f u l  f a n a t ic s ,  as i t  does not appear w ell among men o r churches 
of in te l l ig e n c e  and a ju s t  knowledge o f th e  wants and laws o f  human 
n a tu re .

H olley wrote to  a f r ie n d  from N ash v ille :

At Rochester S prings, th e re  was a good d ea l o f  company. We stayed 
b u t one n ig h t .  Gamesters were th e re ,  and we l e f t  them a t  th e i r  ta b le s  
on Sunday morning. Cowan, one o f th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  orthodox co llege  
o f  D an v ille , was o f th e  number* This l a s t  a r t i c l e  i s  scarce  worthy o f 
being mentioned ag a in . I t  would make a n o ise  i f  i t  were a s in  o f  Tran­
sy lv an ia , '

In  a l e t t e r  to  th e  same f r ie n d , Holley wrote from New O rleans:

The Orleans Theatre i s  a f in e  estab lishm en t, and i s  sp len d id ly  
managed . . . .

I  v i s i te d  Mrs. K raft yes te rd ay , and found her as p r e t ty  as  ev e r, 
though she i s  not in  very  good h e a lth . There a re  as  f in e  complexions 
here  as  anywhere a t  th e  N orth . I  have seen rem arkable women in  th e  
s t r e e t s .  The mixed breeds a re  o fte n  extrem ely w ell formed, and a re  
sa id  to  have f in e  t a l e n t s .  ° 8

S o cia l a f f a i r s ,  shown in  p a r t  above, were an im portant aspect o f  

H olley ’s l i f e .  His s a la ry  a t  T ransylvania was s u f f ic ie n t  to  provide 

him a com fortable home, which became a cen te r  o f  so c ia l a c t iv i ty  in  

Lexington. With h is  ta le n te d  w ife , he e n te r ta in e d  many of the  outstand­

ing p e rs o n a li t ie s  o f  h is  tim e. P resid en t Monroe, General Jackson, and 

Henry C lay, h is  staunch su p p o rte r, was a frequen t v i s i t o r .  69 While

66 I b id . .  P» 230.
67 “Horace Holley to  John Roche, N ash v ille , Aug. 9 ,  1823.” Manu­

s c r ip t .  T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington.
68 “Horace Holley to  John Roche, New O rleans, May 26, 1827.” Manu­

s c r ip t .  T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington.
69 Kentucky R eporter. 10 (May 23,  1825), 1 .

J .  Bennett Nolan, L afay e tte  in  America Day by Day, p . 116* 
B altim ore: The Johns Hopkins P re ss , 1934.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



115

e n te r ta in in g  th e  g en tee l fam ilie s  o f  Lexington and the  p ro fesso rs  o f

th e  u n iv e rs ity , he a lso  opened h is  home to  those  stu d en ts  whose ta le n t s

he wished to  encourage* He was always a c e n tra l  f ig u re  in  any s o c ia l
70group, and was an e x ce llen t co n v e rsa tio n a lis t*  Holley attem pted to

c u l t iv a te  th e  so c ia l a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  s tu d en ts  and to  r a i s e  th e  tone o f

s o c ia l  l i f e *  He o ffe red  courses in  manners to  h is  s tu d en ts , and to  o th e rs
71who wished to  attend* Another in n o v a tio n s(h is  perm ission fo r  th e

stu d en ts  to  in troduce th e i r  lad y  fr ien d s  to  h is  c la s se s )  was probably-

m otivated by a d e s ire  to  in c rease  th e  s o c ia l  consciousness o f  th e  s tu -  
72

d e n ts . In  so f a r  a s  th e  circum stances p erm itted , H olley taugh t th e
73s tu d en ts  th e  " a i r  and p o lish ” o f gentlem en. However, h is  enemies 

could p o in t to  t h i s  a c t iv i ty  a s  a  m in is te r ia l  and p re c e p to r ia l sanction  

to  " th e  fash ionab le  v ices*"

H o lley 's  acceptance by l i b e r a l s .—-In  g en era l, H o lley 's  l ib e r a l  re ­

l ig io u s  id eas were accepted  in  Lexington and in  Kentucky a f t e r  he made 

h is  home th e r e ,  la rg e ly  because th e  l i b e r a l  element in  Kentucky was domi­

nan t in  th e  in te l l e c tu a l  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  s ta t e .  This f a c t  was c le a r ly  

in d ic a te d  by th e  favorab le  response h is  views rece iv ed , and by th e  a l e r t ­

ness w ith  which he was supported when a tta c k e d . The p ress  was en thusi­

a s t i c  in  i t s  review of one o f h is  f i r s t  Kentucky sermons, th a t  d e liv e red

70 pr aper 17CC54-55* Statem ent o f John Boehe. M anuscript. Wis­
consin  S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , Madison.

Charles Caldw ell, .  . ♦ Rev* Horace H olley. LL.D. .  pp. 218-20 o f 
Appendix.

71 Charles C aldw ell, .  . . Rev. Horace H olley . LL.D. .  pp. 68-69.
72 Western M onitor. 4 (December 2 , 1823), 4*
73 Charles Caldw ell, . . . Rev. Horace H olley . LL.D. .  p . 68 .
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on th e  f i r s t  Sunday in  1819 in  th e  House of R epresen ta tives in  F ra n k fo r t.

A w r i te r  fo r  th e  Commentator in troduced  h is  su b je c t, s ta tin g *  "A d esc rip ­

t io n  o f th e  pure and chaste  eloquence o r o f  th e  profound and powerful r e a -
75soning o f t h i s  most ex trao rd in a ry  o ra to r  w i l l  not be a ttem p ted .” How­

ev e r, th e  w r ite r  expressed c le a r ly  th e  essence o f  H olley’s n a tu ra l  r e l i ­

g io n .

He commenced w ith  an exp lanation  of th e  d is t in c t io n  between n a tu ra l  
r e l ig io n  and th e  evidences derived  from a u th o r ity . In  t h i s  exordium i t  
was shown th a t  however we may be confirmed by d if f e re n t  w r i te r s ,  a t  d if ­
fe re n t tim es, and under d if fe re n t  circum stances, th e re  was an  evidence 
eq u a lly  conclusive , o f  th e  t r u th ,  r e a l i t y ,  and n ec e ss ity  o f th e  C hris­
t i a n  re l ig io n ,  ’’marked on th e  system of n a tu re  by th e  p e n c il o f l i g h t , ”— 
and th i s  evidence i s  le v e l  to  th e  cap ac ity  o f a l l .  '

A w r ite r  fo r  the Commentator in  an issu e  a week l a t e r  s ta te d  th a t  

H olley had th e  approval o f th e  C h ris tia n  community, and th a t  he had none 

o f  th e  p e c u l ia r i t ie s  o f  the  A rians o r th e  S ocin ians. ^  This w r ite r  

p o in ted  out th a t  those  C h ris tian s  who have been thought th e  most general­

l y  c o r re c t ,  and who have had an opportu n ity  o f becoming acquainted w ith 

Rev* H olley, have "very g en era lly  bestowed t h e i r  ap p ro b a tio n .” Holley 

preached th e  power, goodness, and mercy o f God, as m anifested  in  the  

f le s h —4ie adopted no s e c ta r ia n  p e c u l ia r i t ie s —but extended th e  r ig h t  hand 

o f fe llo w sh ip  to  a l l  t ru e  C h r is tia n s . He took a c a th o lic  view point upon

74 Commentator. 4 (January 8 ,  1819), 3 .
Kentucky R eporter. 12 (January 13 , 1819), 1 , re p r in te d  from th e  

Argus o f  W estern America.
75 Commentator. 4 (January 8, 1819), 3*
76 Ib id .
77 Commentator. 4  (January 15, 1819), 3* This w r i te r ’ s observations 

a re  o f a te c h n ic a l n a tu re  and a re  in  e r ro r .  H olley d id  hold  views simi­
l a r  to  those  o f Arianism and Socianism .
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a l l  th e  g rea t p o in ts  o f in te r e s t  in  r e l ig io n ,  and was in  the  opinion o f 

th e  w r ite r  "orthodox." ^  H olley was, o f  co arse , no t orthodox in  th e  

opinions o f  th e  P resbyterians*

P resb y te rian  C lergy’s O pposition to  H olley

The re p o rt o f  th e  P resb y terian  synod's m eeting o f O ctober, 1818,

s ta te d  th a t  H olley was a S ocin ian , and th a t  th e re  was no w ell-o rgan ized ,

well-endowed, and popular co lleg e  fo r  orthodox P resb y te rian s  in  th e

U nited S ta te s .  The synod then  made p lans to  e s ta b lis h  a new co lleg e  o f

t h e i r  own a t  D an v ille . They p e tit io n e d  fo r  a  c h a r te r  from, th e  l e g is la tu r e ,

and asked fo r  co n tro l over th e  choice o f the  t r u s te e s ,  th e  funds, and th e

c o n fim a tio n  o f p ro fe sso rs . They requested  a lso  a u th o r ity  to  teach  th e

B ib le , church h is to ry ,  and th e  evidences o f C h r is t ia n ity ,  »nrf l a t e r  to

e s ta b lis h  a  th e o lo g ic a l school in  which only  s e c ta r ia n  theology was to  
79

be ta u g h t. When th e  synod 's re p o rt appeared, and the c h a r te r  was sub­

m itte d  to  th e  le g is la tu r e  fo r  approval, i t  was a tta c k e d  by the  l i b e r a l  

p re s s . An e d i to r ia l  in  th e  Kentucky G azette asked whether th e  le g is la ­

tu re  should s a c r i f ic e  th e  u n iv e rs ity , serv ing  l i b e r a l  P re sb y te r ia n s ,

B a p tis ts ,  M ethodists, and E p iscopalians, to  th e  am bition o f  a s in g le  
80

s e c t .  The le g is la tu r e ,  having re c e n tly  ousted  th e  P resb y te rian  

c le rg y  from Transylvania U n iv ersity , proceeded to  re v ise  th e  suggested

78 ib id .
79 Robert Davidson, H isto ry  of th e  P resb y te rian  Chureh in K«nt»r.wt 

p . 303 .  Hew York: Robert C arter C o., I 847.
80 Kentucky G azette . 33 (December 9 , 1818), 3 .
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c h a r te r  in  such a way a s  to  p lace  th e  p ro je c ted  school under the c o n tro l 

o f th e  synod# The e re c tio n  a t  D anville o f  Centre College as  i t  was c a lle d

was begun w ithout s ta te  c h a r te r  o r funds by th e  P re sb y te rian s , a f t e r  th e
SI

re v ise d  c h a r te r  had been r e je c te d  by the  P re sb y te rian  synod#

A ttacks on H olley through the p ress  «-~The newspaper a tta c k  upon 

H olley began soon a f te r  h is  se ttlem en t in  Lexington, but d id  not emanate 

from th e  Lexington p re s s . A r tic le s  and l e t t e r s  published  in  th e  Weekly 

Recorder (C h illic o th e , Ohio) were th e  f i r s t  to  p o in t out d iffe ren ce s  be­

tween Rev# H olley and a ty p ic a l  P resb y te rian  m in is te r .  ”V ia to r” a s se r te d  

th a t  H olley was not esteemed orthodox, and was no t g ree ted  w ith p leasu re  

by th e  Kentucky c le rg y  on h is  f i r s t  v i s i t  to  th e  s ta te ;  th a t  th e  t ru s te e s
Op

were enemies o f  th e  B ible and had dishonest m otives in  e le c tin g  him#

A committee o f s tuden ts answered th i s  accu sa tio n , in s i s t in g  th a t  H olley

was regarded a s  orthodox, and th a t  he tau g h t orthodox sentim ents# In

Ju ly  o f  th e  same y ea r, j u s t  p r io r  to  th e  beginning of th e  new academic

y e a r , a w r i te r  w ith  th e  s ig n a tu re  WA S p ec ta to r” accused H olley o f  S ocin ian-

ism , and proceeded to  g ive  a good example o f th e  type of abuse to  which

H olley  was exposed sev e ra l years la te r*

1* Sabbath evening p a r t ie s  a re  p r e t ty  frequen t a t  Mr. H olley’ s , 
where in stru m en ta l music and a l l  k inds o f  tunes and songs a re  used fo r
th e  entertainm ent o f the  company# Some o f our va in  young people have
been ob liged  to  leave th e  p a r t ie s  as too  bad fo r  th<*p#

2# Mr# H olley has in  th e  presence o f  a c la s s  in  c o lle g e , asked a

81 Robert Davidson, oj>. c i t . ,  pp. 3O3- 304 .
82 Weekly Recorder. 4 (February, 1319), 3 #
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student, why he did not get his lessons on the Sabbath day, if he had 
not time to get them on Saturday*

3* It is well ascertained, there is no such thing as regular family 
worship in the house of Mr* H*

4* He associates with none but the most irreligious men in Lexington*
5* The vainest persons speak of him as too irreligious for them*
The liberal defense against these accusations consisted largely of

denials, and became a voluminous correspondence in the press* Certain
counter attacks accused the Presbyterian clergy of establishing a policy
which included domination over all education* ^  Several writers named
"A Spectator*1 as Rev* James McChord, who was forced from his pulpit in 

35November, 1819* W rite rs  defending Holley accused *'A Spectator** o f 

being a " l i a r "  and "calum niator**1 The Western Monitor accepted  a posi­

t io n  o f cau tio n , advised a g a in s t an tagonizing  a whole sec t by a s e r ie s

of counter attacks, and tried to explain some of the charges rather than 
86deny them* "Aristides** p laced  th e  blame upon th e  P resb y te rian  c le rg y ,

Weekly Recorder. 4 (July 30, 1819), 3*
8k See e d i to r ia l  and "Watson," Kentucky R eporter. 12 (August 18, 

1819) ,  3 and 2 .
"A S in n e r,"  Kentucky R eporter* 12 (September 1 , 1819), 3* 
Kentucky G azette . 34 (August 1? . 1819), 3 j 34 (August 20, 1819), 

2; 34 (August 27, 1819), 3; and 34 (September 29, 1819), 3 j "Philo  A ris­
t i d e s , "  34 (August 27, 1819), 3} and 34 (September 10, 1819), 3 .

A re p r in t  from the Boston Galaxy defends H olley a g a in s t th e  
Weekly Recorder; see Kentucky G azette. 34 (October 1 , 1819), 3 .

85 Robert Davidson, og* c i t . ,  p . 286*
James McChord, Sermons on Im portant S u b jec ts . S e lec ted  from the  

M anuscripts o f th e  Late Rev'd J .  McChord, p* 5» Lexingtont No p u b lish e r 
g iven , 1822. Sermon I I  i s  a r e fu ta t io n  o f  H olley’s p o s it io n . I b id . ,
PP. 39-71* ------

Western M onitor. 5 (August 24, 1819), 3; 5 (August 31 ,  1819), 3; 
and 5 (September 28, 1819), 3 .
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and s ta te d  th a t  th e  l a i t y  took no p a r t in  th e  a ttack s#  However, p u b lic

c r i t ic is m  became so heavy th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  found i t  expedient to  pub lish

a d en ia l th a t  any "new or ex trao rd in ary 11 d o c trin es  had been preached in  
87

th e  chapel#

MA S p ec ta to r” wrote th a t  the  P resb y te rian  c le rg y  were no t f in d in g  i t

d i f f i c u l t  to  d is tin g u ish  the  d o c tr in a l p o s itio n s  o f H olley from th e i r  
88ovm# The same person compared some o f  H olley’s view points and demon­

s tr a te d  th a t  th e y  did  not e x a c tly  follow  conventional conceptions o f 

orthodoxy. He d e a lt  e s p e c ia lly  w ith H o lley 's  ideas on n a tu re  and reve­

la t io n ,  and c r i t i c iz e d  th e se  as in f id e l i t y .  His c r i t ic is m  was no t e n t i r e ly  

a c c u ra te , but contained some t r u th f u l  ex p lan a tio n s. Other orthodox c r i t i c s  

accused H olley o f  preaching enmity to  C h r is t ia n i ty ,  of denying the  doc­

t r in e s  o f the  T r in i ty ,  the  d iv in ity  of C h r is t , and th e  atonem ent, and o f

teach ing  un iversa lism . Holley was c a lle d  upon to  make a p u b lic  s ta t e -
90

ment o f  h is  f a i th .  A fte r  McChord removed from Lexington, opposition  

to  H olley in  th e  p ress  was r a re ,  but i t  was probably continued in  o th e r 

form s. Rev. James Blythe in i t i a t e d  th e  p u b lic a tio n , C h ris tian  R eg is te r . 

in  1822 and e s ta b lish e d  an e d i to r ia l  p o lic y  counter to  th e  views o f  Holley# 

However, t h i s  p e r io d ic a l confined i t s e l f  to  a high plane o f reporting}

87 Kentucky R eporter. 12 (September 22, 1819) ,  3 .
88 Weekly Recorder. 4 (October 6 ,  1819), 3 j 4  (0 e

8^ Kentucky R eporter. 12 (January 13, 1819), 3, "Another of the People."
9° Commentator. 4 (January 15, 1819), 3 ,  unsigned.
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w hile re fu tin g  H o lley 's  r e l ig io n ,  i t  made in d ire c t  a tta c k s  ag a in s t him 

by su b tle  ex cerp ts  from H orsley, S tew art, M ille r ,  and o th e rs , which in  

e f f e c t  opposed h is  p osition*  B ly th e 's  p u b lic a tio n  con ta ins m a te r ia l 

in d ic a tin g  th a t  th e  P resb y te rian s  were un ify ing  and co n so lid a tin g  th e i r  

p o s it io n  through th e  development o f  B ible and t r a c t  s o c ie tie s  and o f 

Sabbath Schools, as w ell a s  through i t s  support o f ‘education fo r  candi­

d a tes  fo r  th e  m in is try . The P resb y te rian s  aw aited u n t i l  th e  f a l l  o f  1823 

to  begin th e i r  major o ffen siv e  ag a in s t H olley.

The P ro fe ss io n a l Schools, 1818-1823

The m edical school was f in a l ly  e s ta b lish e d  upon a  ra th e r  permanent 

b a s is  in  1819. However, from the  beginning personal con troversy  and a 

la c k  of anatom ical specimens began to  re ta rd  th e  p rogress o f th i s  school* 

The law school was not p laced  upon any v ery  re g u la r  b a s is  u n t i l  th e  aca­

demic y ea r, 1820- 1821,  and i t  grew ra p id ly  during t h i s  period*

Ambitious m edical school. —A fte r  rep ea ted  unsuccessfu l e f fo r ts  had

been made to  e s ta b lish  a m edical school, H olley was su ccessfu l in  guiding

th e  establishm ent o f  one. There appears to  have been no s tuden t body
91during th e  academic y e a r , 1818-1819, b u t upon H o lle y 's  a r r i v a l ,  th e re

91 "Minutes o f  th e  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , M edical Department, Lex­
in g to n , November 8 ,  1819," p* 1 . The re g u la r  m inutes o f the m edical de­
partm ent begin on November 8 ,  1819.

Annual Announcement o f  th e  M edical Department o f Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity . 1840. p . 23* Lexington: Published by the  U n iv e rs ity , 1840. 
The number o f studen ts  i s  l i s t e d  by years in  t h i s  announcement; th e  f i r s t  
re g u la r  c la s s  i s  th a t  o f  1819—1820. Prom th i s  d a te , th e re  were continuous 
c la s se s  u n t i l  February 3 , 1859. See "Record o f M atricu la tio n s  in  th e  
M edical Department o f T ransylvania U n iv e rsity , Lexington, February 8 ,  
1859," p . 83 .

Western M onitor. 6 (A pril 9 , 1824), 3 ,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



122
92was a  determined e f fo r t  to  e s ta b lis h  t h i s  department perm anently. Hol­

le y  and Dr. C harles C aldw ell, a physic ian  of P h ilad e lp h ia  who had am bitions

to  become a renowned m edical educator, had met when H olley v i s i t e d  Kentucky
93th e  f i r s t  tim e, and H olley c a lle d  Caldw ell to  Lexington in  1819• Holley 

and C aldw ell, to g e th e r  w ith  o th e r in te re s te d  p a r t ie s ,  made th i s  departm ent

an e f fe c tiv e  p a r t o f th e  u n iv e rs ity . Dr. Caldwell made a sp ec tacu la r  t r i p
94to  England and France in  1821, to  purchase books to  th e  amount o f about

$11,000. The u n iv e rs ity  received  $5,000 from the le g i s la tu r e ,  and #6,0000
9 5

from th e  town o f  Lexington fo r  t h i s  purpose. In  a d d itio n , th e  school

rece ived  $3,000 from c i t iz e n s  o f Lexington, and a few hundred d o lla rs  from
96o th e rs , to  guarantee th e  s a la r ie s  o f two p ro fesso rs  fo r  th re e  y e a rs .

H olley’s en e rg e tic  ad m in is tra tiv e  a b i l i t y  was resp o n sib le  fo r  most o f  th ese

a p p ro p ria tio n s  and g i f t s ,  and th e  u n iv e rs i ty ’s growth was s tim u la ted  by h is  
97a c t io n .  However, sev e ra l years afte rw ard  H olley’s enemies never would 

g ive  him any su b s ta n tia l  c r e d i t  fo r  h is  co n trib u tio n s  to  th e  m edical de­

partm ent.

(a) LIBRARY, FACILITIES, ANATOMICAL PROBLEMS.—In  a d d itio n  to  D r.

92 Charles Caldw ell, . . . Rev. Horace H olley. LL.D.« op. c i t . . p .
200 o f Appendix.

Western M onitor. 6 (A pril 9, 1824), 3 .
93 C harles Caldw ell, Autobiography o f Charles C aldw ell, w ith  a Pre­

fa c e , Notes, and Appendix, by H arrio t W. Warner, pp. 332-33. P h ilad e lp h ia : 
L ip p in c o tt, Crambo, and Co., 1855.

94 "Minutes of the Transylvania U n iv ersity , M edical Department, Lex­
in g to n , February 24, 1821,” p . 4 .

95 Jo u rn al o f th e  Senate. 34th  Assembly (November 7, 1825 -  December 
21, 1825), P. 142.

96 Ib id . .  p . 142.
97 Catalogue o f th e  S tudents o f  the M edical Department o f  Transylvania
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C ald w e ll's  purchases o f m edical books in  Europe in  1820 fo r  th e  f i r s t  

r e a l  increm ent o f what was to  become one o f th e  most complete m edical
98l ib r a r i e s  assembled in  America in  th e  an te  bellum p erio d , th e  fa c u lty  

o f  th e  m edical department took o th e r p rog ressive  s tr id e s*  A fte r  an a c t

au th o riz in g  a lo t t e r y  fo r  th e  purpose o f e rec tin g  a m edical b u ild in g  had
99 100been approved in  1822,  p lans fo r  a new b u ild in g  were drawn up.

The problem of securing  s u f f ic ie n t  anatom ical specimens, which was 

to  a r is e  sev e ra l tim es in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  m edical departm ent, was d is ­

cussed by th e  m edical fa c u lty  in  O ctober, 1822, when th e  follow ing reso­

lu t io n  was passed:

Whereas th e  d i f f i c u l ty  and expense to  which he /"*Dr. Dudley_7 had 
been sub jec ted  in  former y e a rs , in  th e  procurement o f bodies fo r  anatomi­
c a l  purposes: and i t  appearing from h is  re p re se n ta tio n s , th a t  m ost, i f
n o t a l l  those d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  re su lte d  from th e  m atricu la ted  stu d en ts  being 
allow ed to  engage in  th e  re su rre c tio n  o f bodies fo r  anatom ical purposes: 
th e re fo re  to  a l la y  p u b lic  excitem ent on th i s  d e lic a te  su b je c t, and to  
enable th e  p ro fesso r to  procure s u f f ic ie n t  su b jec ts  fo r  a l l  necessary  
purposes o f  in s tru c t io n  in  anatomy and surgery  . * « * I t  was reso lv ed , 
th a t  each and every student who may become members o f h is  c la s s ,  s h a ll  
pay th e  sum of f iv e  D o lla rs , in  ad d itio n  to  th e  tw enty, th e  re g u la r  
p r ic e  o f  h is  t i c k e t s ,  as a fund to  defray  the  expenses o f  re su rre c tio n  
• * • J_ and J  no m a tricu la ted  s tuden t s h a ll  be perm itted  to  engage in  
r a is in g  su b jec ts  fo r  th e  purposes o f  d is s e c tio n .

U n iv ersity , 1856* p . 7 . Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1856. The e n ro ll­
ment o f th e  m edical department was: 1819- 20,  37 j 1820-21, 93; 1821- 22,
138; 1822-23, 171; 1823-24, 200; 1824-25, 234? 1825-26, 281; 1826-27,
190; 1827-28, 152; 1828-29, 206.

98 C harles A. Vance, "The Transylvania M edical L ib ra ry ."  T ransactions 
o f  th e  Southern S u rg ica l A ssocia tion , 123 (A p ril, 1946), 487-88.

99 Acts of Kentucky, Second Session of th e  T h ir t ie th ,  and F i r s t  Ses­
s io n  o f the  T h ir ty -F ir s t  General Agsembly, pp. 149—51 (Approved December
7 , 1822). F ran k fo rt: Jacob H* Holeman, 1823. This was a plan to  r a is e  
a  sum not exceeding $25, 000 .

100 "Minutes o f the  M edical Department o f Transylvania U n iv ersity , 
Lexington, January 23, 1823," P* 9*

^•01 Ib id . .  October 25, 1822, p . 6 .
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Vigorous legal,. education . —̂ In a d d itio n  to  s tim u la tin g  th e  academic 

and m edical departm ents to  su b s ta n tia l  p ro g ress , Holley added a  g re a t d ea l 

to  th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  o f  th e  law department* He d e liv e red  two s e r ie s  o f  

le c tu re s  on B lackstone, w ith  th e  idea o f  lay in g  th e  foundations fo r  th e
102defprtm ent, and donated th e  money he rece iv ed  fo r  them to  th e  u n iv e rsity *

H olley was instrum en ta l in  e s ta b lish in g  th e  school on a  more re g u la r  b a s is ,

and was resp o n sib le  fo r b ring ing  Jesse  Bledsoe and W illiam T . Barry to

th e  law department as  p rofessors*  H olley s u b s ti tu te d  fo r  B arry, when th e

l a t t e r  went to  F rankfort fo r  two years  to  serve as l ie u te n a n t governor,

and accep ted  pay fo r  bu t one o f  th ese  y e a rs . In  1825-1826 H olley again
108took over Judge Bledsoe’ s du ties*  Enrollm ents in  th e  law department

were a s  fo llow s: 1821, 9} 1822, 49j 1823, 44j 1824, 43} 1825, 30} 1826,
104 vno studen t body* The s t a t e  app rop ria ted  $1,977*49, th e  ta x  on

105sa le s  by au c tio n  in  Lexington, fo r  th e  law lib ra ry *

Barry and Bledsoe o f th e  law school and Budley and Caldwell o f th e  

m edical school, in  a  long , four-eoliuan a r t i c l e  defending Holley a g a in s t 

s e c ta r ia n  c r i t ic is m  in  1824, wrote o f  th e  l a t t e r ' s  c o n trib u tio n s  to  th e
•i

l e g a l  and m edical departments*
.

102 T. Barry, Je sse  Bledsoe, B* W* Dudley and Charles Caldw ell, 
"Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Kentucky Report e r . 17 (A p ril 5 , 1824), 2 .

C harles C aldw ell, * .  ♦ Rev. Horace H olley . LL.D*. op* c i t *. 
p . 71; pp* 200-201 o f Appendix.

1Q3 wf© th e  Senate and House o f R epresen ta tives fo r  th e  S ta te  o f  
Kentucky, undated ." Manuscript* T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington*

Catalogue o f th e  O fficers*  S tu d en ts, and G raduates, o f  th e  
Transylvania U n iv e rs ity . January . 1827. pp . I 4- I 5.  Lexington: The 
U n iv e rs ity , 182?.

105 Jo u rn a l o f  th e  Senate . 34th  Assembly (November 7 , 1825 -  Decem­
b e r 21, 1825), p* 144*
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When in v ite d  to  the  superintendence o f  i t s  /^ th e  un iversity*  s_7 
in te r e s t s  and d e s tin ie s ,  th e  P resid en t found th e  in s t i tu t io n  d e s t i tu te  
o f arrangem ents fo r  in s tru c t io n  in  Medicine and Law* To th ese  p o in ts  
h is  v ig i la n t  a t te n t io n  was e a r ly  d ire c te d . Nor was i t  bestowed upon 
them feeb ly  o r w ithout e f f e c t .  The wisdom o f h is  m easures, and th e  
v ig o u r, and perseverance o f h is  ex e rtio n s  in  th e  e re c tio n  o f th e se  two 
a d d itio n a l departm ents a re  w e ll known and remembered by th e  c i t iz e n s  o f 
Lexington. The issu e  i s  now w itnessed  in  th e  ex isten ce  and f lo u r ish in g  
co nd ition  o f  a school o f M edicine, and a school o f Law, which a re  a l ­
ready , in  no o rd inary  degree u se fu l and honourable to  th e  S ta te s  o f  th e  
West; and which, under an en erg e tic  a d m in is tra tio n , cannot f a i l  to  im­
prove w ith th e  p rogress o f  tim e. Although th e  P resid en t d id  not alone 
e f fe c t  the  o rg an iza tio n  o f th e se  departm ents he was th e  awakening s p i r i t  
and the  most e f f ic ie n t  agent in  c a ll in g  them in to  b e in g . W ithout such 
an e f fo r t  as he made on the occasion , y ears  would have continued to  pass 
away, as  they  had a lready  done, and th e se  abundant fou n ta in s  o f p ro fes­
s io n a l knowledge would have remained unopened.

(a) GRADUATION EXERCISES.—At th e  end of th e  1822-23 term  th e  f i r s t  

p u b lic  g raduation  se rv ices  were h e ld , on February 28, 1823. The ex erc ises

performed on th i s  date a re  a b a s is  by which th e  p rogress made w ith  re sp ec t

to  s c h o la s tic  requirem ents fo r  law graduates can be judged. A p u b lic  ex­

am ination o f  the graduating  c la s s  was made in  th e  presence o f th e  p re s i­

dent and t r u s te e s .  Judge Bledsoe d e liv e red  a v a led ic to ry  address on be­

h a l f  o f  th e  fa c u lty , and Mason Brown d e liv ered  an address on b eh a lf  o f 

th e  g rad u a tes . An account o f th e  ex e rc ise s  was rep o rted  in  th e  Lexing-

to n  Observer and i s  quoted in  d e ta i l :

The sess io n  o f th e  Law Department in  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  c losed  
on F riday  th e  28th of February. On the  day preceding , a pub lic  exami­
n a tio n  o f th e  candidates fo r  degrees was he ld  before th e  P resid en t and 
T ru s te es , to  which the c i t iz e n s  were in v ite d . P ro f . Barry conducted th e  
exam ination upon th e  Federal C o n s titu tio n , th e  C iv il Law, and th e  Law o f

106 W. T. Barry, Jesse  Bledsoe, B. W. Dudley and Charles Caldw ell, 
^Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Kentucky Report e r . 1? (A pril 5, 1824), 2 .

For a law le c tu re  o f  t h i s  p erio d  see Jesse  Bledsoe, An In tro ­
ductory  Lecture on th e  Study o f  th e  Law. D elivered in  th e  Chapel o f 
T ransylvania U n iv e rsity  on Monday, November 4 , 1822. Lexington: Pub­
lis h e d  by th e  Law C lass, 1822. Pp. 24.
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o f  N ations. P ro f . Bledsoe follow ed upon M unicipal Law. The appearance 
of th e  c la s s  was h igh ly  honourable to  them selves and t h e i r  in s t r u c to r s .  
T heir answers were prompt and c le a r , and a  fa m ilia r  acquaintance w ith 
th e  su b jec t was rendered p e r fe c t ly  ev iden t. There was but one voice 
among the  sp e c ta to rs , and th a t  was a voice o f  e n t ire  s a t i s f a c t io n ,  ex­
p ressed  w ith l iv e ly  p le a su re . On th e  day of th e  Commencement, which 
was h e ld  in  the  Chapel o f  th e  U n iv ersity , the se rv ices  were opened w ith 
p ray er by th e  P re s id e n t. P ro fesso r Barry then  p resen ted  th e  candidates 
to  th e  governors o f th e  in s t i tu t io n  c a llin g  th e i r  names in  a lp h a b e tic a l 
o rd e r. The P resid en t pronounced a L a tin  add ress  to  th e  T rustees and to  
th e  candidates and w hile handing to  each a diploma conferred  th e  degree 
o f  Bachelor o f Law upon th e  seventeen gentlemen who examined and recomr- 
mended. P ro fesso r Bledsoe took a p u b lic  leave  o f them in  an a f fe c tio n a te  
and in te re s t in g  manner, and was follow ed by Mr. Mason Brown, one o f th e  
c la s s  appointed fo r  the  purpose, who closed  th e  ex e rc ises  in  a b e a u tifu l 
and fe e lin g  V aled ic to ry  O ration . This address was one o f  th e  most ju d i­
c io u s , t a s t e f u l ,  e legan t and ap p ro p ria te  th a t  we r e c o l le c t  ever to  have 
h eard . The sentim ents were generous and manly, th e  s ty le  n ea t and flow ­
in g , th e  f ig u re s  happy, th e  e lo cu tio n  chaste  and fo rc ib le ,  and th e  a ffe c ­
t io n s  and sympathies o f  a high and sacred  o rd e r.

This department o f our U n iv ersity  may rece iv e  our co n g ra tu la tio n s  
upon i t s  su ccessfu l estab lishm en t, and th e  brilliancy of i t s  f i r s t  pub­
l i c  se rv ices  and honors. Extensive good w iU  be done to  th e  community 
by th e  graduates o f t h i s  Law School. The ch a rac te r o f  the b a r  w i l l  be 
e le v a ted , and th e  h a l ls  o f  L e g is la tio n  w i l l  soon f e e l  the  s a lu ta ry  in ­
flu en ce  o f a re g u la r  course o f in s tru c t io n  in  th e  improved p r in c ip le s  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  economy. 10 '

Summary

Horace H o lley 's  l ib e ra lis m  soon supplanted  P resb y te rian  sec ta rian ism  

a t  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . I t  has been shown th a t  H o lley 's  l ib e r a l  views 

were re a d ily  accepted by the  l i b e r a l s ,  and th a t  those  #10 favored  th e  

estab lishm ent o f a l ib e r a l  c e n tra l  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  were su ccessfu l a t  

l a s t .  Some evidence o f  the community's d is s a t is f a c t io n  w ith  H olley became 

apparen t in  h is  e a r ly  y e a rs . His Socinian (e sp e c ia lly  h is  opposition  to  

th e  T r in ity )  t r a i t s  were id e n t i f ie d ;  h is  l i b e r a l  a t t i tu d e  toward th e

10? Kentucky R eporter. 16 (March 3 , 1823), 3 .
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Sabbath and other evidences of a liberal religion were noted; and his 
affinity for the well-to-do members of the community, his presence at 
dances, card parties and the racetrack were noticed; but time was re­
quired for the common and announced disapproval of the community to take 
place* Holley did not belong in this Westem community, yet strangely 
enough, he fitted himself gracefully into it for a few years*

The controversy  between P resbyterianism  and l ib e ra lism  o r secularism  

was a llay ed  somewhat by th e  P re sb y te ria n s ’ acceptance o f th e i r  ousted  

f a te  in  a p h ilo so p h ica l manner* They began to  e s ta b lis h  th e i r  own deno­

m in a tio n a l in s t i tu t io n  a t  D an v ille . This school, Centre C ollege, was 

f in a l ly  p laced  in to  opera tion  in  1824 a f t e r  s ix  years o f  planning (1818 

to  1824)* A fte r  shepherding an accep tab le  c h a r te r  through th e  le g is ­

l a tu r e  ag a in s t strong  o p p o sitio n , th e  P resb y te rian s  ev id en tly  f e l t  them­

se lv e s  secure enough to  i n i t i a t e  an a tta c k  a g a in s t T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y ,  which would serve as a sounding board fo r  th e i r  grievances r e s u l t in g  

from th e i r  o u s te r ,  and a t  th e  same tim e work toward destroying  th e i r  

s tro n g e s t com petition in  th e  education f i e ld .  A d iscussion  o f th e  Presby­

t e r i a n s ' a t ta c k  upon Transylvania follow s in  th e  next ch ap te r.

The m edical school w ith H o lley 's  d ire c tio n  and guidance was en larged  

in  scope and enrollm ent • The m edical school fa c u lty  prepared fo r  i t s  most 

su ccessfu l p e rio d , which la y  ju s t  ahead. W illiam Taylor B arry, th e  n a t io n 's  

c h ie f  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i s t ,  brought much p ra ise  to  th e  law school during 

h is  p rofessorsh ip*  H olley, h im se lf, who had i n i t i a l l y  chosen law as  a 

c a re e r  and who had stu d ied  law se rio u s ly  in  New York C ity , was an excel­

le n t  law p ro fe sso r . Unquestionably, H o lley 's  lead e rsh ip  was an im portant 

fa c to r  in  th e  forward march o f  p ro fe ss io n a l education a t  T ransylvania.
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CHAPTER V

CHALLENGE OF LIBERALISM AND PROFESSIONAL GSCWTH, 1823-1825

T h is , th e  second o f th re e  chap ters devoted to  th e  H olley adminis­

t r a t i o n ,  p re sen ts  th e  challenge o f l i b e r a l  Transylvania and d ep ic ts  h er 

development in  th e  f i e ld  o f p ro fe ss io n a l education from 1823 to  1825*

A N ational I n s t i tu t io n

Upon th e  death o f  t h e i r  chairman, th e  t ru s te e s  o f the u n iv e rs i ty

arranged fo r  a fu n e ra l p rocession  and a fu n era l o ra tio n  s u ita b le  fo r  th e

occasion* ^ Through h is  g en e ro s ity , James M orrison, th e  chairman, had

given a legacy th a t  increased  th e  value o f the  u n iv e rs ity  by more than  
o

o n e - th ird . The s tuden t body had been in c reased  to  386 s tu d e n ts , th e

u n iv e rs ity  had achieved a  n a tio n a l re p u ta tio n , and s tu d en ts  had been
3

a t t r a c te d  from many s t a t e s .  H olley was fe te d  in  C in c in n a ti, when th e

C in c in n a ti College recognized h is  co n trib u tio n s  to  education in  th e  Ohio

V alley  and conferred  upon him th e  honorary degree o f  Doctor o f  Laws in  
41823* The P resb y te rian s , deposed in  1818, had c a re fu lly  reviewed th e

1 "Minutes o f  the Board o f T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , May 5» 1823A" V ol. I l l ,  pub lished  in  Horace H olley, A D iscourse 
Occasioned by th e  Death o f Col. James M orrison, p . 3 .  Lexington: John 
B radford, 1823*

2 "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  N iles  Weekly R e g is te r . 24 (Ju ly  26, 1823), 
336. This a r t i c l e  d escrib es  M orrison’s endowment.

3 A Catalogue o f th e  O ffic e rs  and S tudents of Transylvania U niver­
s i t y .  January. 1824. p p .  1 5 - 1 6 . Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1824* There 
were 145 s tu d en ts  from fo u rteen  s ta te s  o th e r  than  Kentucky a t  Transyl­
vania U n iv e rsity , in  th e  session  1823-24*

4 Romie D. Judd, The E ducational C ontribu tions of Horace H olley, p .
92. N ash v ille : George Peabody College fo r  Teachers, 1936.
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cu rren t educational scene, and commented upon th e  in a b i l i ty  o f  th e  s ta te
5

u n iv e rs ity  to  provide th e  proper ch arac te r o f  education fo r  th e i r  sons*

Two vu lnerab le  p o in ts  were exposed by which a P resb y te rian  a t ta c k  was

made very  simple* The th ese s  of the  sen io rs  o f th e  c la s s  o f 1823 had

been pub lished , ^ and H olley’s o ra tio n  commemorating M orrison, heard  by

a la rg e  audience a t  th e  tim e o f i t s  d e liv e ry , had been published  by th e  
7tru s te e s*  Each o f th e se  published  m a te r ia ls  contained c o n tro v e rs ia l 

sta tem ents about r e l ig io n ,  which the P resb y te rian  c le rg y  stood ready to  

use in  a p ress  and pamphlet a t ta c k  on both H olley and th e  tru s te e s*

’’S p e c ta to r ,” in  supporting "U lto r,"  who had defended th e  th ese s  and 

th e  u n iv e rs ity , s ta te d :  "You /" P re s b y te r ia n s ^ / must content yourselves

to  jog on in  l i f e  l ik e  o th er fo lk s , su ffe rin g  a l l  s e c ts  to  be equal, 

allow ing each to  enjoy l ik e  power, and leav ing  the government o f th e
g

u n iv e rs ity  in  th e  Im p a rtia l hands th a t  now ho ld  the  re in s* "  "U ltor

5 W estern Luminary. 2 (February 16, 1825), 64. An o f f i c i a l  address 
o f  th e  synod o f Kentucky in  t h i s  p u b lica tio n  s ta te s :  "Our youth who have
been p laced w ith in  th e  w alls  o f  th ese  in s t i tu t io n s  fo r  the  purpose o f 
acq u irin g  an education p rep ara to ry  to  th e  study  of theo logy , have general­
ly  been corrup ted  in  th e i r  p r in c ip le s  and m orals , and have dec lined  her 
s e rv ic e ."  This accu sa tio n , however, ap p lied  to  o th e r co lleg es  as  w ell 
a s  to  T ransylvania U n iv ersity .

^ These th ese s  were c r i t i z e d  la rg e ly  from the  r e l ig io u s  an g le . See 
" C h r is t ia n ity  Defended," W estern M onitor. 11 (January 2, 6 , 16, and 20, 
1824), 1 , 1 , 2 , and 3* The th eses  were defended by " U ltc r ."  See "Tran­
sy lvan ia  Theses, Ho. I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  and 17," Kentucky R eporter. 16 (December 
1 , 1823), 2; 16 (December 8 , 1823), 3> 16 (December 15, 1823), 2; and 16 
(December 22, 1823), 2 .

V Horace H olley, A D iscourse Occasioned by the Death of Col. James 
M orrison. D elivered in  the  Episcopal Church, Lexington, Kentucky, May 19, 
1823. Lexington: John Bradford, 1823. Pp. 27 /2L0.

® Kentucky B eporter. 16 (December 8 , 1823), 3*
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In u ltu s 11 continued "U lto r" ’s argument by s ta tin g  th a t  "we have been tau g h t 

th e  p r in c ip le s  o f a l ib e r a l  and exa lted  r e l ig io n ,  which h u rled  no t i t s  

anathemas ag a in s t a l l  who were unfortunate  enough no t to  follow  i t s  te n -  

e t s ,  but opened a parad ise  to  the  good man o f every r e l ig io n ."  7 "A True 

Kentuckian* asked: "Why i s  th i s  a t ta c k  made on Transylvania U n iv ers ity  by

a few P resb y te rian  Clergymen only , who re s id e  in  and about Lexington?*

He continued: ’’In stead  o f je a lo u s ie s  and b ick erin g s  and d isco n ten t we

should f e e l  g ra te fu l  th a t  we have an in s t i tu t io n  o f which no t our own 

S ta te  only i s  proud.* Although th e  th ese s  s tim u la ted  th e  p re ss  to  ex­

te n s iv e  a c tio n , th e  enemies of Holley se ized  upon h is  "Discourse" on 

M orrison fo r  th e i r  prime t a r g e t .

H olley’s rev e rb e ra tin g  o ra tio n .-—In  h is  o ra tio n  commemorating h is  

pa tro n  and f r ie n d , M orrison, Holley again  s e t  fo r th  h is  l i b e r a l  p o s it io n . 

He spoke o f M orrison 's b e l ie f  in  freedom o f re l ig io u s  op in ion , h is  oppo­

s i t io n  to  *the a r t i f i c i a l  d o c trin e s  o f s c h o la s tic  theo logy ,"  and h is  

p reference to  in q u ire  ra th e r  than to  argue w ith  those who sought t r u th  

h o n e s tly . He re fe r re d  to  M orrison as a "defender o f l i b e r a l i t y , "  

and emphasized th a t  Morrison was a C h ris tian  in  h is  sentim ents and prac­

t i c e ,  but th a t  he d id  not consider th e  p e c u l ia r i t ie s  o f  any of th e  sec­

t a r ia n  creeds in  r e l ig io n ,  whether papal o r P ro te s ta n t,  an c ien t o r modem,
12as  necessary , u se fu l, or ornamental to  h is  c h a ra c te r . A fte r  po in ting

9 "To U lto r , No. IV," Kentucky R ep o rte r. 1? (February 2 , 1824)# 2 -3 .
Horace H olley, op. c i t . ,  p . 27•

11 Ib id . .  p . 19.
12 Ib id . .  pp. 19-20.
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o a t M orrison 's  (and h is  own) b e l ie f  th a t  th e  c h ie f  value o f  t r u th ,  l i b e r ­

t y ,  humanity, r e l ig io n ,  and im m ortality  depended upon a w ell d ire c te d

education , on a r a t io n a l  and moral form ation of c h a ra c te r , and on th e
13illu m in a tio n  and improvement o f th e  mind, H olley s ta te d  th a t  i t  was 

w e ll known and acknowledged th a t  th e  in te r e s t s  o f  education were among 

th e  most im portant in te r e s t s  o f  man and were a b so lu te ly  th e  most impor­

t a n t  when education was taken in  i t s  ex tensive sense to  inc lude  th e  whole 

t r a in in g  o f th e  mind and th e  e n t ire  form ation o f th e  c h a ra c te r . ^  But 

w hile Holley declared  th a t  th e  study o f books did  no t c o n s ti tu te  th e  

c h ie f ,  o r even th e  most v a lu ab le , p a r t  o f  education , he s ta te d  t h a t ,  in  

o rd er fo r  books and experim ents to  be v a lu ab le , they  should be t r ib u ta r y  

to  s t i l l  h igher ends; th a t  th e y  should c a l l  fo r th  a l l  th e  powers o f th e  

s tu d e n ts , i n te l l e c tu a l  and m oral. They (books and experim ents) should 

a id  in  " th e  development o f every fa c u lty  o f th e  immortal so u l,"  should 

g ive them a knowledge o f  them selves and o f o th e rs , and o f th e  most valu­

a b le  r e la t io n s  to  so c ie ty , and should "unfold  to  th e i r  minds th e  laws o f 

th e  v is ib le  un iverse  w ith  th e  p e rfec tio n s  and designs o f  i t s  in v is ib le  

and adorable c re a to r ,  and • .  . £ shouldJ7 teach  them how to  be u se fu l, 

honourable and happy fo r time and e te r n i ty ."  Holley in troduced  a 

statem ent on h is  own b e h a lf , and assu red  a c r i t i c  th a t  he d id  no t in ­

c u lc a te  th e  sentim ent which req u ired  an education fo r  adm ission in to

!3  I b id . ,  pp. 12-13.
H  Ib id . .  pp. 23-24*
15 Ib id . .  p . 25.
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heaven. ^

While a l l  outward appearances in d ic a te d  th a t  the u n iv e rs ity  was in  

a  prosperous s t a t e ,  c r i t ic is m s  and a tta c k s  by th e  P resb y te rian  c le rg y , 

and th e  f a i lu r e  o f  th e  s ta te  p ro p erly  to  support th e  u n iv e rs i ty , were 

soon to  c o n s ti tu te  stum bling blocks to  th e  u n iv e r s i ty 's  p ro g re ss .

P rep ara tio n  fo r  War by th e  P resb y te rian s

By the f a l l  o f 1823, c e r ta in  P resb y te rian  clergymen, r e a liz in g  th a t  

H olley  was making an eminent success of th e  u n iv e rs ity , s e t  about to  

depose him. The le ad e rs  in  t h i s  p la n  were Rev. John McFarland, Rev.

Robert S tu a r t ,  Rev. Nathan H a ll, and Rev. John B reckinridge. Various 

pseudonyms were signed to  th e i r  a r t i c l e s ,  bu t many o f  them have now 

been p o s it iv e ly  id e n t i f ie d .  "Solon" le d  th e  a t ta c k  w ith a b i t t e r  c r i t i ­

cism o f H o lley 's  d iscourse on M orrison. ^  A month l a t e r ,  Robert S tu a rt
18pub lished  "A C itiz e n ,"  in  th e  W estern C itizen  o f  P a r is ,  Kentucky. By 

th e  end o f October, Rev. John McFarland, w ith  th e  support o f S tu a rt and 

H a ll, had conceived th e  idea  o f pub lish ing  a pam phlet, The L ite ra c y  Pam*. 

p h le te e r . to  g ive g re a te r  c irc u la tio n  and to  make more e f fe c tiv e  th e

Ib id . .  pp. 26-27.
^  W estern M onitor. 10 (Septsaber 12, 1823), 3 J 8 (September 16, 

1823), 3 , re p rin te d  from th e  Western C it iz e n . He was answered by "S w ift,"  
W estern M onitor. 10 (September 23,  1823), 2 , re p rin te d  from th e  Kentucky 
R eporter.

18 L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer. Vol. V, p . 5 . Robert Davidson id e n t i f ie s  
"A C itizen" in  h is  H isto ry  o f th e  P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky, pp.
116, 310. New York: Robert C arte r Co., 1847.
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a r t i c l e s  o f “Solon" and "A C itiz e n ,"  and to  b ring  to  b ea r a susta in ed
19o ffen s iv e  upon th e  u n iv e rs ity  ad m in istra tio n  in  g e n e ra l. Since th e

Lexington p re ss  was v i r tu a l ly  c losed  to  th e  P re sb y te r ia n s , th e  pamphlet
20

p u b lic a tio n  was a l a s t  reco u rse . The a r t i c l e  o f "Solon" had appeared 

in  th e  Western M onitor, but i t  appears th a t  "A C itizen" was re fu sed  pub­

l i c a t io n  in  Lexington. The L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer was published  in  s ix

numbers, between December, 1823, and March, 1824* and was addressed to
•  0 \"The C itizen s  and L e g is la tu re  o f  Kentucky."

Charges o f " l ib e r a l  sec ta rian ism ."—The P resb y te rian  c le rg y 's  a t ta c k

on th e  H olley ad m in is tra tio n  emphasized th e i r  ad ap ta tio n  o f  th e  R epubli-
22can philosophy to  th e  demands o f  re l ig io u s  s e c ts .  Again, t h i s  same 

group be liev ed  th a t  the u n iv e rs ity  was no t being adm in istered  as  th e  in ­

s t i t u t i o n  o f the people o f  Kentucky, but th a t  i t  was in  th e  hands o f  a 

m in o rity  sec t ( th e  S ocin ian ). Since no re lig io u s  sec t c o n s titu te d  a ma­

j o r i t y ,  they  argued, a group of s e c ts ,  such as  th e  B a p tis ts ,  M ethodists, 

E p isco p a lian s, and P re sb y te rian s , which d id  c o n s ti tu te  a num erical m ajori­

t y  and which could u n ite  on a common se t o f  p r in c ip le s ,  cou ld , w ith in  th e

19 L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer. V ol. I ,  p . 3 .
See W estern Luminary. 2 (A pril 20, 1825), 189, fo r  B reck in rid g e 's  

e a r ly  p a r t ic ip a t io n .
20 from 1819-1823 th e  p resses o f  Lexington were v i r tu a l ly  c losed  to  

a tta c k s  on th e  u n iv e rs ity .
21 Robert Davidson, og. c i t . ,  p . 310. Davidson w rote: "The p resses

o f  Lexington being c lo sed , on the  p r in c ip le s  o f  Demetrius th e  Ephesian, to  
every th ing  bu t panegyric, th e  Rev* John McFarland, p a s to r  o f  th e  P resb y ter­
ia n  Church in  P a r is ,  twelve m iles d is ta n t ,  reso lved  to  is su e  a p e r io d ic a l 
under th e  t i t l e  o f "The L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer," fo r  th e  purpose o f exposing 
th e  m al-ad m in istra tio n  o f a f f a i r s  in  th e  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ."  Ib id . .  p . 310.

22 L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer. Vol. I ,  p . 6 .
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moaning ©f th e  s ta te  and F ederal C o n s titu tio n s , a d a in is te r  the u n iv e rs ity
23

and th e  ch a ra c te r  o f  th e  course in  moral philosophy or n a tu ra l  law .

They be lieved  th a t  a l l i b e r a l  education must embrace a course in  m oral 

philosophy o r n a tu ra l  law, "which n e c e s sa r ily  included  th e  g enera l p r in ­

c ip le s  o f Theology and always w i l l  be formed according to  some precon­

ceived th eo ry ."  ^  They accused one sec t o f adm in istering  Transylvania

U n iv e rs ity , and s ta te d  th a t  i t  " i s  ou trag ing  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  s o c ia l
25compact, and ought no t to  be borne by the  people."

A ccusations a g a in s t H olley’s U nitarian ism .—Two prelim inary  a tta c k s  

were then aimed a t  H olley, th a t  o f "Solon," which c a s tig a te d  H olley as  

th e  au thor o f  a d iscourse  on M orrison, and th e  N arra tiv e  o f  R e lig io n . 

which was an a tta c k  upon th e  m o ra lity  and r e l ig io n  o f Lexington, Frank­

f o r t ,  and L ancaster. "Solon" in tim ated  th a t  Holley was a th e o lo g ic a l 

coward who dared no t pub lish  h is  opinions except behind th e  immunities 

o f a fu n e ra l sem on, and w ith  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f th e  name o f  Henry Clay.

23 A ctu ally  th ese  combined s e c ts  d id  no t comprise a m ajority} in  f a c t ,  
Bishop gave the  fo llow ing s t a t i s t i c s  a t  t h i s  tim e: B a p tis ts , 21,680;
M ethodists, 20,850; P re sb y te rian s , 2,700; Cumberland P resb y te rian s , 1 ,000; 
and o th e rs , 500,  t o t a l l in g  46,730, in  a t o t a l  population  o f  564,317; and 
in  a population  above te n  years  o f age o f  327,137. lo b e r t  Bishop, A 
H is to ry  of th e  Church in  Kentucky fo r Forty  Y ears, p . 307. Lexington: 
Thomas T. Skillm an, 1824*

24 L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer. Vol. I ,  p . 6 .
For an exp lanation  o f how th e  P resb y te rian s  exerted  a s tro n g  in ­

fluence  in  a l l  a f f a i r s  o f importance in  Kentucky, see Robert Davidson,
0£>. c i t .

25 For a p ic tu re  o f the strong in flu en ce  exerted  by the  P resb y te rian  
Church in  e s ta b lish in g  co lleg es  in  Kentucky and in  o th e r  s ta te s ,  see 
Donald B. Tewksbury, The Founding o f American C olleges and U n iv e rs itie s  
before the C iv il War, op. c i t .

26 a l e t t e r  from Henry Clay to  Horace H olley, dated  June, 1823, Ash­
lan d  (Lexington, Kentucky), was published  along w ith  th e  d iscou rse  on 
M orrison, a s  an appendix. See Horace H olley, ojg. c i t . .  pp. 33-34.
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"Solon” '  s most e f fe c t iv e  p o in t was h is  in te rp re ta t io n  o f H o lley 's  s ta te ­

ment th a t  J e f f e r s o n 's  "estab lishm ent, com pletion, and endowment o f h er 

£ V irg in ia ' s_J S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ,"  i l l u s t r a t e d  "an e f fe c tu a l  honourable 

p rep a ra tio n  fo r  e te r n i ty ."  He construed  th i s  statem ent in  such a  way 

th a t  i t  became th e  grounds fo r  th e  o f t- re p e a te d  thought th a t  H olley be­

l ie v e d  in  ranks in  heaven, which depend upon those  on earth  and d ise r im i-
27n a te  a g a in s t th e  poor and the ig n o ra n t. The o th e r e a r ly  a c tio n  taken  

a g a in s t the u n iv e rs ity  by th e  P resb y te rian s  was an in d ire c t  s tep  but im­

p o r ta n t .  They took s tep s  to  b ring  Centre College under th e  c o n tro l o f  

th e  synod p roper, and to  o b ta in  a s a t is f a c to ry  c h a r te r  from th e  le g is la ­

tu r e .  John McFarland, Nathan H« H a ll, and Robert S tu a rt were among th e
28n ine  t ru s te e s  chosen to  tak e  t h i s  action*  The N arra tiv e  o f Paliprion. 

although rece iv in g  a la rg e  response in  l e t t e r s  and e d i to r ia l s  o f  remon­

s tra n c e , was no t e f fe c tiv e  fo r  th e  purpose in tended and aroused a g en era l
29d isg u s t in  Lexington.

F a ta l sting: o f  The L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer.—With th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f 

th e  f i r s t  number o f The L ite ra ry  Pamphleteer in  December, 1823, th e re  

began a concerted  a tta c k  on th e  u n iv e rs ity  from the P resb y te rian  c le rg y . 

The p lan  o f  th e  s e r ie s  o f pam phlets, obviously , was to  publish  charges,

27 Western M onitor. 10 (September 16, 1823), 3 , re p rin te d  from th e  
W estern C itiz e n *

2® Robert Davidson, op. c i t . .  p . 309.
29 Western M onitor. 10 (November 4 , 1823), 3 j and 10 (November 7, 

1823), 3 , under s ig n a tu re  "Amicus"; see a lso  W estern Monitor. 10 (Octo­
ber 21, 1823), 2; 10 (October 28, 1823), 3J 10 (November 4 , 1823), 3 ; 
and 10 (November 14, 1823), 3»
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support them in  subsequent numbers w ith  evidence, and dispose o f a l l  th e  

answers* Since a l l  the  b as ic  charges ag a in st H olley were included in  

Rev# Robert S tu a r t ’s a r t i c l e  signed ”A C it iz e n ,” ^  and since  t h i s  was 

th e  s tro n g es t a tta c k  ag a in s t H olley, an enumeration o f th ese  charges i s  

l i s t e d  w ith some explanation* ”A C itiz e n ” made h is  charges under two 

c a p tio n s , th e  e x te rn a l and th e  in te rn a l  concerns o f th e  u n iv e rs ity .

Under ex te rn a l concerns, he s ta te d  th a t  th e  o ld  t ru s te e s  had been i l ­

le g a l ly  deposed, and by th i s  a c t  the P resby terians had been deprived of

#7,662*33, which he sa id  had been co n trib u ted  by the  Kentucky Academy 
31to  T ransy lvan ia . ”A C itizen ” fu r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  H olley’s e le c tio n  

in  181? had been to  th e  g rea t d is s a t is f a c t io n  o f perhaps a la rg e  m ajori­

t y  o f th e  c i t iz e n s  o f Kentucky; charged m isappropria tion  o f funds; po in ted  

to  a high r a te  o f tu i t io n ,  s ix ty  d o lla rs  per y e a r , th a t  excluded poor 

boys; ob jec ted  to  ’’excessive s a la r i e s ; ” and c a lle d  fo r  a le g is la t iv e  in ­

v e s tig a t io n . He a lso  asked th a t  re p o rts  o f  enrollm ent be broken down by 

departm ents, s ta t in g  th a t  th e  catalogue expressed th ese  f ig u re s  in  t o t a l  

numbers, in c lu d in g  p repara to ry  studen ts and p ro fe ss io n a l s tu d e n ts . Ex­

clud ing  th ese  f ig u re s , he sa id  th a t  th e  co lleg e  enrollm ent was probably 

about e ig h ty  o r n in e ty .

With regard  to  th e  in te rn a l  concerns of th e  u n iv e rs ity , he charged 

th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  appointed in  1818 were s e le c te d  by a k ind  o f re l ig io u s

3° L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer. Yol. I ,  pp. 9-16.
3-*- Ib id .* p* 10.
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t e s t ,  under 'which men were chosen who p ro fessed  r e l ig io n  in  no form and

who uniform ly " stood a lo o f  from a l l  the  re l ig io u s  in s t i tu t io n s  o f our

country , and whose genera l ch a rac te r  was th a t  o f  h o s t i l i t y  ag a in s t 
32C h ris tia n ity .* 1 ^ In  a tta c k in g  H o lley 's  re l ig io u s  and m oral c h a ra c te r , 

he questioned: "W ill you pay th e  P resid en t of a u n iv e rs ity  to  laugh

and brow-beat your sons out o f th e  l i t t l e  re l ig io n  which th ey  may pos­

se ss?” He sa id  fu r th e r :  "Ask . . .  th e  sober and re l ig io u s  stu d en ts

who have s a t under h is  le c tu r e s ,  . . .  They can t e l l  you, th a t  though 

a p ro fessed  m in is te r  o f  the Gospel, h is  p r in c ip le s  d i f f e r  l i t t l e  from 

those  o f g ross in f id e l i ty  * .  . .« From a p r a c t ic a l  p o in t o f view, he 

questioned H o lle y 's  ch a ra c te r  a s  an example to  youth , s ta t in g  th a t  Hol­

le y  frequented  th e  th e a tr e ,  th e  b a l l  rooms, th e  card  ta b le s ,  "and a l l  

those  p laces  to  which th e  vain  and d is s ip a te d  r e s o r t ,  and i s  th e i r  warm 

advocate ."  By both precept and example, Holley was sa id  to  be w e ll 

q u a l if ie d  to  le a d  youth " in  th e  way o f th e  d e s tro y e r .” ^  In  h is  con­

c lu s io n , "A C itizen" a s se r te d  th a t  th e  plan  o f  education a t  th e  univer­

s i t y  was d e fe c tiv e , and th a t  a l l  in te re s te d  c it iz e n s  should weigh h is  

charges and, i f  fin d in g  them c o r re c t ,  should p e t i t io n  fo r  l e g is la t iv e  

r e l ie f*

Serious Charges ag a in s t th e  U n iversity

The recep tio n  in  Lexington o f the f i r s t  is su e  o f  The L ite ra ry

32 Ib id . . p . 13*
33 Ib id *, p . 15.
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Pamphleteer evoked numerous answers to  th e  charges ag a in s t th e  u n iv e rs i ty .

A few o f  the  most im portant responses to  "A C itizen" (from the  l i t e r a r y

Pam phleteer) w i l l  be considered . ^Observer" answered th e  charge th a t  th e

o ld  t ru s te e s  were deposed i l l e g a l l y ,  s ta t in g  th a t  by law th e  co lleg es

endowed wholly o r in  p a r t  by th e  s ta te  were under th e  c o n tro l and manage-
34ment o f  th e  le g is la tu r e .

P ressu re  a r is in g  from the  o r ig in a l  p u b lic a tio n  o f  "A C itizen "  pro­

bably  le d  to  th e  l e g i s la tu r e ’s estab lishm ent o f a committee to  in v e s ti­

g a te  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity , when i t  convened in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
35o f  1823* A p e t i t io n  o f th e  t ru s te e s  req u estin g  an a d d itio n a l ta x  on

b i l l i a r d  ta b le s ,  and to  p ro h ib it  ho rse  rac in g  w ith in  te n  m iles o f  Lex-

in g to n , r e su lte d  in  considerab le  d ebate , and s u b s ta n tia te d  th e  fa c t

th a t  charges made ag a in s t the  u n iv e rs ity  co n trib u ted  toward fo rc in g  th e  
37in v e s t ig a t io n . While th e  outcomes of th e  in v e s tig a tio n  d id  no t r e s u l t

in  charges o f  mismanagement, th e  committee was no t e n t i r e ly  s a t i s f i e d

from th e  s tandpo in t of f in a n c es . The committee o f in v e s tig a tio n  s ta te d

th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  had ac ted  to  promote th e  w elfa re  and advancement o f th e

u n iv e rs i ty , and had performed t h e i r  d u tie s  a t  g re a t personal co s t and
3dw ithout compensation.

34 Kentucky R eporter. 17 (March 22,  1824), 3*
35 Jo u rn a l o f  th e  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es. 32nd Assembly (Novem­

b e r  3 ,  1823 -  January 8 ,  1824), November 29, 1823, P* 221.
36 Ib id . .  November 8 ,  1823, P* 86 .
37 W estern M onitor. 10 (December 5, 1823), 3 .  Mr. Oglesby s ta te d  

th a t  i t  was u se le ss  to  t r y  to  r e s t r a in  th e  s tu d en ts  from gaming, when th e  
p re s id e n t s e t  them an example, and continued in  th a t  v e in . Mr* Wiek- 
l i f f e ,  o f  th e  board, urged th e  passage o f  th e  b i l l ,  and i t  passed .

38 "Report o f the Committee o f th e  L e g is la tu re  on Transylvania Uni­
v e r s i ty ,"  Kentucky R eporter. 1? (January 18 , 1824), 3*
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F in an c ia l c a re le ssn e ss*—-The charge th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  had no t kept 

th e  accounts w ith  s u ff ic ie n t eare  was denied* "A C itizen" s ta te d  th a t  

th e  o ld  tru s te e s  had "paid  on account o f th e  new b u ild in g  $18 , 650,  and 

owed no debts}" t h i s  was co n trad ic ted  by th e  com m ittee's re p o rt th a t  

" th e  o ld  board had co n trac ted  fo r  the la rg e  and e legan t new b u ild in g , 

now occupied by th e  in s t i tu t io n ,  which was n e a rly  completed, and th ey  

had paid  on account th e re o f  $18 , 681. 89,  so th a t  th e re  were debts upon 

th e  co n trac ts  of the  o ld  board fo r  th is  113, 000, and a lso  to  th e  Bank 

o f  Kentucky and to  in d iv id u a ls  upon o th e r co n trac ts  made by th e  o ld  board
OQ

to  amount o f  $1 ,846 .11 ." * While th e  statem ent o f "A C itizen " th a t  th e  

o ld  board d e liv e red  to  th e  new board in  in te re s t-b e a r in g  no tes  and in  

cash $14,958  and in  stock  $23,400  was t r u e ,  th e  com m ittee's re p o rt ex­

p la in ed ! "Thus th e  new board may l i t e r a l l y  be s a id  to  be in  debt from 

t h e i r  commencement, i t  was almost th e i r  f i r s t  a c t ,  to  borrow money from 

th e  Banks, to  d ischarge th ese  debts and to  procure competent in s t ru c to r s ,  

and organize th e  in s t i tu t io n ,  so as to make i t  re sp e c ta b le  and usefu l,," 

Charges o f mismanagement o f funds ag a in s t the t ru s te e s  were repeated  

se v e ra l tim es in  th e  follow ing y e a rs , bu t never proved. D r. James F ish -  

back t e s t i f i e d  th a t  th e re  was no mismanagement during h is  t ru s te e s h ip

39 I b id .
Ib id .
See Western M onitor. 10 (February 6 ,  1824), 3 . The e d ito r  compares 

th e  charges o f  "A C itizen" and th e  Report of th e  le g i s la tu r e .  See a lso  
L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer. Vol. VI, pp. 2—7, fo r a h o s t i le  account o f th e  report*
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41from December, 1821, to  1824» When General John M. McCalla was

questioned by a le g is la t iv e  committee e s ta b lish e d  a t  th e  request o f

Governor Desha to  in v e s tig a te  charges of mismanagement,  he could no t

j u s t i f y  h is  charges. The t ru s te e s  defended them selves e f fe c t iv e ly  by

s ta t in g  th a t  th e  town of Lexington ap p rop ria ted  $6,000, th e  l a t e  Col.

James M orrison, $50,000 (p o ss ib ly  as  much as $70,000), and o th e r sub-
42s c r ip tio n s  o f upwards of $11,000. The committee reached a s a t i s ­

fa c to ry  conclusion .

Your committee f in d .th e  rep o rt of th e  t ru s te e s  o f th a t  in s t i tu t io n  
/""Transylvania U n iv e rs i ty ^  a c o rre c t expose o f i t s  s i tu a t io n  and means. 
They have in v e s tig a te d  th e  conduct o f  th e  t ru s te e s  in  i t s  management, 
and b e liev e  th a t  they  have acted  w ith  a view to  promote i t s  p ro sp e r ity .

Unduly high s a la r ie s . - —A charge in  th e  L ite ra ry  Pamphleteer s ta te d

th a t  th e  R efectory  was operated  fo r the b e n e f it  o f Holley to  some e x te n t,

th a t  H olley was given tra v e lin g  and o th e r expenses which gave him a t o t a l

annual sa la ry  amounting to  a t  le a s t  $6,000  currency o r $3,000  sp ec ie , and

th a t  Holley was l i b e r a l  and ex travagant towards th e  th e a t r e ,  b a l l  room,

l o t t e r i e s ,  e t c . ,  bu t th a t  he and h is  fam ily  never co n trib u ted  a cent to

any c h a r ita b le  i n s t i tu t io n .  ^  The t r u s t e e ’s re p o rts  of 1823 ^  and 1 8 2 5 ^

41 Western M onitor. 9 (February 2 , 1825), 3 .
42 «To th e  Senate and House of R epresen ta tives fo r  th e  S ta te  o f Ken­

tucky , December 31, 1827.” M anuscript. T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington. 
Also in  Senate Jo u rn a l. 1827-28*

43 Jo u rn al o f th e  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es . 36th  Assembly (Decem­
b e r 3 , 1827 -  February 13, 1828), January 23 ,  1828 ,  p . 254.

44 Literary Pamphleteer. Vol. I, p. 16.
45 Western M onitor. 11 (January 16, 1824), 3»
46 Journal o f the  Senate. 34th  Assembly (November 7, 1825 -  Decem­

ber 21, 1825), November 26,  1825, p . 149.
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s ta te d  th a t  H o lley 's  s a la ry  was $3,000 per annum in  currency , w ith  a 

p e rq u is ite  o f  $5 fo r  signing diplomas o f th e  undergraduates* A re p o rt 

dated  A p ril 17, 1323, s ta te d  th a t  th e  re fe c to ry  should be given to  him 

to  compensate fo r  the disadvantages re s u lt in g  in  being paid  in  c u r­

rency . ^  In  reg ard  to  th e  re fe c to ry , th re e  d i s t in c t ,  unsuccessfu l, and
43

c o s tly  e f fo r ts  had been made to  operate  i t  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts . H olley 

rece iv ed  pay fo r  one out o f  th re e  courses o f  le c tu re s  to  th e  law depart­

m ent, and h is  opponents counted t h i s ,  in  some in s ta n c e s , as  p a r t  o f  th e  

a lle g e d  $6,000 p er annum* The t ru s te e s  emphasized th e  f a c t ,  in  1825, 

th a t  i t  was im possible to  g e t a man o f comparable a b i l i t y  to  f i l l  H o lley 's  

p lace  fo r  le s s  than  he was rec e iv in g , and th a t  o th er men in  s im ila r  po­

s i t io n s  were g e ttin g  more. Futhermore, th ey  po in ted  out th a t  none o f

th e  P resb y te rian s  e lec ted  befo re  Holley was w illin g  to  accep t th e  p re s i— 
a 49dency at $2,250* Holley's enemies never gave the details of the per­

quisites which brought his salary to $6,000 currency per annum, but con­
tented themselves with saying that a ''gentleman acquainted with the sub-

50je c t"  had to ld  them t h i s .

Q uality  o f  education .—In  charging th a t  th e  q u a li ty  o f education 

given a t  T ransylvania was poor, "A C itizen "  po in ted  out th a t  Or. C harles 

C a ld w ell's  remarks on phrenology were among "many fo o lish  and r id ic u lo u s

^  I b id . ,  November 26,  1825, p . 155.
^  Ibid. .  November 22, 1825, P. 144.
49 Ib id . .  November 26,  1825, pp. 145-47.
5° Literary Pamphleteer. Vol. VI, p. 15.
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th in g s  ta u g h t . 11 Besides t h i s ,  such charges ag a in s t p ro fe sso rs  o th e r than  

H olley were never p ressed . There were comments upon the teach in g  o f mathe­

m atics  and languages, bu t Holley was th e  f i r s t  to  c a l l  fo r  improvement in  

th ese  su b je c ts , ^  Many defenders o f  the u n iv e rs ity , however, s tre s se d  

th e  high le v e l  o f academic achievement in  H o lley 's  c la s se s , as  in d ica te d  

by th e  course he gave and th e  responses o f h is  s tu d en ts  in  th e  pub lic  ex­

am ination, "A C itiz e n 's "  charge th a t  th e re  were only e ig h ty  to  n in e ty  

s tu d en ts  in  th e  academic department was f a l s e .

Defense o f H olley by h is  s tu d e n ts . —The a lle g a tio n s  o f  "A C itizen" 

on th e  su b jec t o f H o lley 's  r e l ig io u s  in s tru c t io n  were a se rio u s  blow to

both  Holley and the u n iv e rs ity . A r tic le s  w r itte n  by th e  Senior C lass o f
52 53

1824,  and by a group composed o f g raduates o f  1821, 1822, and 1823,

51 "Horace H o lley 's  'In tro d u c to ry  Law L e c tu re , ' November 8 ,  1823," 
p . 4* M anuscript. Mrs, Benjamin Gratz Crosby, Woodford County, Ken­
tu ck y . Typew ritten copy in  Transylvania C ollege, Lexington,

52 Pqblic A d v e rtise r . 3 (January 7 , 1824), 3« John Bradford, th e  
e d i to r ,  spoke o f  "A C itiz e n 's "  a r t i c l e  when he published t h i s  a r t i c l e .
He wrote* "The calumnies thhs promulgated have, however, been rep u lsed , 
in  a very  s a tis fa c to ry  manner, by th e  Senior C lass in  th e  U n iv ersity , 
whose appeal to  th e  pub lic  w i l l  be found in  our paper today ."  The Senior 
C lass committee co n sis ted  o f Algernon S. T aul, W. P . C h u rch ill, P . B. 
Hockaday, Isham R. T ro t te r ,  and James W, Booth, See a lso  "A S en io r,"  
Kentucky R eporter. 17 (February 9, 1824), 3 , and Robert Semple, Western 
Luminary. 1 (May 25. 1825), 673» The l a t t e r  s ta te s  th a t  Holley has a 
good ch arac te r and o f fe rs  good in s tru c t io n  in  m orals, and so f o r th ,  but 
den ies th a t  he has " v i t a l  C h r is t ia n ity ."  "One of th e  Committee." Western 
M onitor, 11 (February 13, 1824), 3 , e f fe c t iv e ly  re fu te s  " P h i la le th ia ' s» 
charges o f improper p u b lic a tio n  by th e  s tu d e n ts . Western M onitor. 11 
(January 30, 1824), 3*

53 Western M onitor. 11 (January 30, 1824), 3 . The graduates were:
1821, Charles S . Bibb, Edward B. Bibb, Chas. J .  Cummens, R. A. Curd, 
Jephtha D. G arrard , George Owings, Thomas Paine T aul, J .  W. T ib b a tts ;
1822, H» I .  Bodiey, Wnu S . Bodley, E lia s  F . B riggs, John D an iel, W. B, 
Ferguson, J .  0 . H arrison , James Jameson, P . W# January , O rv ille  B. Mar**" 
t i n ,  Dabney C. Overton, J a s .  T ay lo r, J r . ,  C lif to n  R. Thomson; 1823, John
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were pub lished , denying th ese  eharges* I t  i s  to  be observed th a t  no 

s im ila r  a r t i c le s  were published  th a t  s e t fo r th  th e  P resb y te rian  p o s it io n . 

The sen io rs  w rote th a t  H olley had "never attem pted to  in c u lc a te  in  us 

any moral o r  re lig io u s  p r in c ip le s  o th e r than  th o se , which (as  we have 

been taught from infancy) accord w ith  th e  w il l  of God, as revealed  to  

us in  th e  sacred  s c r ip tu re s .*1 They denied th a t  th e  p re s id en t sneered 

a t  any p a r t ic u la r  sec t o r  denomination o f C h ris tia n s , bu t agreed  w ith  him 

th a t  "b ig o try , wherever i t  may be found, whether among B a p tis ts ,  Metho­

d i s t s ,  P resb y te rian s  o r E p iscopalians, should always be d iscontenanced ." 

They denied th a t  H olley had degraded th e  Saviour, had "jested** on th e  

sacred  s c r ip tu re s ,  o r th a t  he had r e la te d  profane anecdotes. They sa id  

th a t ,  although he had "always encouraged, and p a r t ic u la r ly  enjoined i t  

upon h im se lf ,"  he was never found in  th e  r e c i ta t io n  room, "p resen ting  

h im self in  th e  a t t i tu d e  o f a sovereign, or r u le r ,  but as i t  were, one o f 

o u rse lv es , recommending freedom o f though t, and a t  a l l  tim es p erm ittin g

any in d iv id u a l to  o f fe r  such views on any su b je c t, as might seem most
54reasonable to  each."

The graduates wrote th a t  th ey  did  no t wish to  a t ta c k  the  Presby­

te r ia n s  as a group, since  some o f the s tu d en ts  had been educated in  th a t

church and h ig h ly  respected  th e  members as a s o c ie ty , b a t th a t  they
55d e s ire d  to  answer th e  au thors o f The L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer.  The 

g raduates w rote t h a t ,  d e sp ite  a lle g a tio n s  by the "C itizen" to  th e

F . Anderson, M. C. Johnson, Henry J .  Peck, John D. T aylor, Wm. C raig , Ifcu 
Hawkins.

54 Public A d v ertise r . 3 (January 7 , 1824), 3 .
55 W estern M onitor. U  (January 30 , 1824), 3 .
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c o n tra ry , th ey  had always f e l t  " th e  warmest v en era tio n  fo r  r e l ig io n ,"

and th a t  th ey  were taugh t by th e  p resid en t " to  c u l t iv a te  and ch erish

th a t  fe e lin g *11 The studen ts  a s se r te d  th a t  th ey  had no t been taugh t th e

creed  o f  sec ta rian ism , "as those  holy w rite rs*  in  th e  enthusiasm  o f t h e i r

p ie ty  seem so a rd en tly  to  d e s ir e ,"  nor the  "dogmas o f any p a r t ic u la r

church ,"  bu t th a t  they  had been tau g h t " th e  p r in c ip le s  o f a l i b e r a l  and

e x a lte d  r e l ig io n ,  which h u rled  no t i t s  anathema s a g a in s t a l l  who were

unfo rtu n a te  enough no t to  follow i t s  te n e ts ,  bu t opened a p arad ise  to
56th e  good man o f every country , and o f  every re lig io n * "

The graduates answered "1 C it iz e n 's "  demand as  to  what re l ig io u s  

opinions Holley m aintained by s ta t in g  th a t ,  although th e  p resid en t ex** 

p ressed  h is  sentim ents on r e l ig io n  w ith freedom and bo ldness, and d i f f e r ­

ed i n  h is  opinions from the c i t i z e n 's  confession  of f a i t h ,  i t  d id  no t 

fo llow  th a t  he had no r e l ig io n  a t  a l l ,  o r  th a t  he was an i n f id e l  and a 

c o rru p te r  o f  th e  d o c trin e s  o f th e  Bible* "A Graduate o f  1821" sa id  th a t  

he d id  not b e liev e  th e  p re s id en t was e i th e r  an in f id e l  o r  a  sce p tic  and 

th a t  during th e  th re e  years  o f h is  schooling had not heard  th e  p re s id en t

say anything th a t  would be o b jec tio n ab le  to  any l ib e r a l  and en ligh tened  
57

C hristian*  In  considering "A C itiz e n 's "  derogatory  statem ent concern­

ing  m o ra lity  of Holley and the  s tu d e n ts , th e  g raduates adm itted  th a t

H olley a ttended  th e  th e a te r  and th e  ballroom , bu t denied th a t  he played 
58cards* After stating that Holley's conduct at the theatre and th e

^  Public A d v ertise r* 3 (January 7 , 1824), 3*

51 Western M onitor. 11 (March 5 , 1824), 3*
5® Western Monitor* 11 (January  30, 1824), 3*
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b a l l  room had been uniform ly th a t  o f d ig n ity  and decorum, th e y  m aintained 

th a t  th e  stu d en ts  a t  Transylvania U n iv ersity  were no more ex travagen t, 

p ro fane, and d is s ip a te d  than  th e  same number o f  s tuden ts  in  o th e r co l­

le g e s ,  and th a t  a candid pub lic  would agree w ith  them on t h i s  point*

Other P resb y te rian  a t ta c k s » --In  ad d itio n  to  th e  charges by The 

L ite ra ry  Pam phleteer, some a t ta c k s  were in  answer to  f r ie n d ly  explana­

to ry  a r t i c l e s .  A s e r ie s  o f four a r t i c l e s  signed "Ultor** attem pted to
59

defend th e  orthodoxy o f th e  th e se s  o f 1823* A r tic le s  signed by
60 61 "U lto r-In u ltu s"  and " C h r is t ia n ity  Defended'* soon proved th a t

"U ltor" had fa iled *  The a r t i c l e s  a ttack in g  "U ltor" showed th a t  th e

th e se s  were "infidel,** in  th a t  th e  claim  to  e q u a lity  between n a tu ra l

and revealed  re lig io n  made im possible knowledge of the  atonement, which

was n o t to  be derived  from n a tu re j and the  th e se s  im plied th a t  sa lv a tio n
62was p o ssib le  w ithout th e  a id  of C hrist*

Every device was used by th e  P resb y te rian s  to  d estro y  th e  Holley 

a d m in is tra tio n . They preached a g a in s t him; ^  th ey  conversed a g a in s t 

him; they  even i n f i l t r a t e d  in to  h is  home to  le a rn  f a c ts  which could

^  Kentucky R eporter. 16 (December 1 , 8 ,  1$, 22, 1823), 2, 3 , 2 , 2 .
^  Kentucky R eporter. 17 (January 2 , 1824), 2-3*
^  W estern M onitor. 11 (January 2 ,  6 ,  16, 20, 1824), 2 , 2 , 3 , 4*

A "Ultor** was c o n s is te n tly  a t t r ib u te d  to  H olley by h is  enemieso
^3 Kentucky Whig. 4 (February 9, 1826), 3 j Kentucky G azette . 40 

(June 3 ,  1824), 3«
64 W estern Luminary. 2 (A pril 20, 1825), 648 ,
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65be used against him* In order to give the impression of widespread 

opposition* a single writer appeared under several pseudonyms. ’’Specta­
tor,” ”Judas Hockadash,” "Philo-Solon, ” and ’’Fair Play" were used by

66Nathan H* Hall, and he was accused of using others* Even 6he pseudo­
nyms were designed to indicate hostility* "A True Kentuckian" asserted 
that he could prove that a Presbyterian minister had asked a Methodist 
minister to stand by an article signed "A Methodist," although not being 
its author*

Some strong defenses of Holley’s administration were written by his 
friends. Although less active than his assailants, they were more truth­
ful and showed less fanaticism* Professors Bariy, Bledsoe, Dudley, and

67 68Caldwell, and "Melanchthon," issued the most important defenses*

** C harles Caldw ell, A D iscourse o f the Genius and C haracter o f th e  
Rev* Horace Holley* LL.D*. pp. 218-20 of Appendix. Boston: H i l l ia rd ,  
Gray, L i t t l e ,  and W ilkins, 1828.

66 Argus of Wastern America* 1? (March 3 , 1824), 4*
Charles Caldw ell, A D iscourse on th e  Genius and C haracter o f  th e  

Rev. Horace Holley* LL.D. ,  op* c i t *« pp. 175-76: Kentucky R eporter* 17 
(A p ril 5* 1824)* 3; Western M onitor. 11 (A pril 9 , 1824) * This a r t i c l e  
was w idely re p rin te d  as an ex ce llen t defense. The Weekly Messenger. 
R u s s e llv i l le ,  A p ril 24, 1824, re p r in te d  from th e  Commentator w ith  
favorab le  e d i to r ia l  comment * This a r t i c l e  a lso  appeared a s  a pamphlet. 
P re s id en t H olley and I n f id e l i ty .  Intended a s  a R efu ta tio n  o f a P ubli­
c a tio n  in  th e  Kentucky R eporter, of A p ril 5 , 1824* With th e  S ignatu res 
o f  W. T. Barry, Late P ro fessor o f C iv il Law; Jesse  Bledsoe, P ro fesso r 
o f  Common and S ta tu te  Law) B. W. Dudley, M.D*, P ro fesso r o f Anatomy and 
Surgery; Ch. Caldw ell, M.D., P ro fesso r o f Medicine and C lin ic a l  P ra c tic e . 
By W. T. D aniel, L ieutenant Governor, and Late P ro fesso r o f N atu ra l Law; 
Jesse  Shadrack, C ircu it Judge, and P ro fesso r o f E c c le s ia s t ic a l  Law and 
Church H istory) B. W. M idrash, P ro fesso r o f N atu ral and Revealed Theology) 
Ch. Abednego, P ro fesso r o f Sacred Languages and O rien ta l L ite ra tu re *  Lex­
in g to n : Published by th e  A uthors, 1824* Pp. 36,  This pamphlet was 
la rg e ly  concerned w ith  question ing  th e  a u th o r ity  and d is in te re s te d n e ss  o f 
th e  authors*

Kentucky R eporter* 17 (June 28, Ju ly  5,  12, 19, August 2, 9 , 15,
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The p ro fesso rs  s ta te d  th a t  H olley d id  not oppose "sound C h r is t ia n i ty ,"  

and th a t  h is  m oral example was worthy o f  im ita tion*  They po in ted  out 

h i s  remarkable success as  an ad m in is tra to r and mentioned h is  eminent 

q u a l i t ie s  as a te a c h e r . "Melanchthon," in  seven numbers, p resen ted  an 

e x ce llen t and r a t io n a l  p re sen ta tio n  o f l i b e r a l  C h r is t ia n ity  and o f  l i b e r ­

a l  education . Other a r t i c l e s  were very  c lev e r in  t r e a t in g  f ig u ra tiv e ly
69

th e  P resb y te rian  a tta c k  upon Holley and th e  U n iv e rs ity .

A w rittenddefense by H olley, re g a rd le ss  o f  i t s  m e r it ,  would have 

been in e f fe c t iv e  in  stopping th e  P resb y te rian  a t ta c k . A ctu a lly , th e  

P re sb y te rian s  were n o t a ttack in g  H olley a s  an in d iv id u a l, bu t were in ­

te n t  in  th e i r  d e s ire  to  d es tro y  th e  competing philosophy o f which he was 

th e  head. H olley had learn ed  soon a f t e r  s e t t l in g  in  Lexington th a t  h is  

p u b lic a tio n s  might serve h is  enemies b e t te r  than h is  f r ie n d s ,  since  th e

1824), 3 , 3 , 3 , 3 , 3 , 3 , 2 .
Some s a t i r i c a l  p ieces , p rofessing  to  be w r itte n  by f r ie n d s  o f 

H olley , and r id ic u lin g  h is  thoughts as in te rp re te d  and d is to r te d  by th e  
P re sb y te rian s , were pub lished . See th e  pam phlet, E x trac ts  from a Uni­
t a r ia n  Catechism Revised. Amended, and C onsiderably Enlarged from a l a t e  
B-——n E d itio n , and E sp ec ia lly  Intended fo r  th e  In s tru c tio n  o f  Those Who 
Wish t o  P u rify  th e  M orals, and E xalt the  L ite ra ry  Hank o f  C olleges, 
C h r is t ia n ity ,  E tc . E lu th e ro p o lis . P r in te d  and Sold a t  th e  Sign o f  L iber­
t y  S trang ling  B igotry , 1824* Pp* 32. See a lso  "An O bserver," Argus of 
W estern America. 17 (May 9 , 1824), 3*

Many a r t i c le s  appeared which r e s ta te d  p o in ts  made in  The L ite ra ry  
Pamphleteer and which brought th e  c o n f l ic t  up to  d a te .  See Kentucky 
G aze tte . 40 (A pril 8 ,  1824), 3i Argus of Western America. 17 ( la rc h  17,
24, 3l5 May 5 , 9 , 1824), 3 , 2 , 3 , 3 , 3» Two L e tte rs  Addressed to  Horace
H olley . LL.D. .  P resid en t o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , by Onega» Lexing­
to n : W illiam  Tanner, P r in te r ,  1824* Pp. 45.

^  Kentucky R eporter. 17 (May 3 ,  1824), 3 . This a r t i c l e  i s  signed
"Zesner" and i s  e n t i t l e d  "N atu ral H is to ry , the Upas, or Poison Tree o f
Jav a ."
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70

unscrupulous could d is to r t  any p rin ted  word to  win th e i r  s e lf i s h  ends#
71H olley had been advised  to  pub lish  d is c r e e t ly .  While th e  id e n t i ty  o f

H o lle y 's  defenders cannot be d e f in ite ly  e s ta b lish e d , c e r ta in ly  P ro fesso r
72John Roche w rote in  h is  defense . T ypical of sev e ra l d ia ry  e n tr ie s

o f Roche about th e  P resb y te rian s  i s  t h i s :

The P resb y te rian  system pu ts  me in  mind o f  a  Camera Obscura. fo r  th ey  
see everything in v e rte d  and d is to r te d ,  and e x h ib it them selves in  th e  same 
way. When they  sm ile on you, th ey  mean to  deceive; when th ey  shake your • 
hand, apprehend tre ach e ry ; when they  have most appearance o f  p ie ty , then  
some d e v il try  i s  brewing. I t  was thus w ith  H all during 1823, when h is  
b e l l  rang d a ily  to  pray fo r  conversions in  Lexington; and he was prepar­
ing  th a t  a t ta c k  on the  U n iv e rs ity  which ended in  h is  d isg rac e .

While H olley had lea rn ed  th e  ham  th a t  can come from a d is to r te d  

"review*1 of a published  o ra tio n , a f te r  p resen tin g  h is  d iscourse  on James 

M orrison, he was more aware o f  th e  constant c a l l s  from h is  opponents to  

p ub lish  h is  view s, which he in te rp re te d  as warnings no t to  p u b lish . How­

ev er, th e  q u a li ty  o f th e  commencement program in  1825 was of such high 

o rd er th a t  i t  c o n s titu te d  a s e lf -d e fe n se . The R eporter e d ito ra liz e d :

We have no h e s ita t io n  in  saying, th a t  we consider t h i s  Commencement 
among th e  v ery  b e s t in  th e  in s t i tu t io n ,  and not surpassed by any which 
we have w itnessed  in  our o ld e s t sem inaries. . . .  L ib e ra l i ty  and moral 
d ig n ity  pervaded the  p ie ce s , and th e  s p i r i t  and tendency o f th e  whole

$0 A pub lished  fragment o f a speech, g iven upon th e  occasion of 
P re s id en t Monroe1 s v i s i t  to  th e  u n iv e rs ity , was d is to r te d  g ro ss ly  in  a 
"rev iew ." See Western M onitor. 6 (Ju ly  6 , August 10 and 24, September 7 , 
1819), 3 , 2 , 3 , 3 , 3 .

■71 Charles Caldw ell, « . . Horace H olley. LL.D. .  ojg. c i t . ,  p . 225 of 
Appendix; Kentucky R eporter. 17 (Ju ly  19. 182L).  ^7

72 Draper 17CC54-55, 91-96. M anuscript. W isconsin S ta te  H is to r i­
c a l  S o c ie ty , Madison.

^  Ib id . . p . 93*
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were worthy of our f re e  and happy rep u b lic k . No p a r ty  p o l i t i c s ,  no 
s e c ta r ia n  d iv in i ty ,  no degrading p re ju d ic e s , no narrow and slanderous 
views o f human n a tu re , no f l in g s  ag a in s t the  p ro fess io n s  o r th e  sex , 
no symptoms o f h a b itu a l susp ic ion  and jea lo u sy , found a p lace  among th e  
exercises*  . . . The testim ony which was borne w ith th e  g re a te s t  sim­
p l i c i t y  and d ire c tn e ss , by sev era l o f the  alumni to  th e  im p a r t ia l i ty ,  
energy and in te g r i ty  o f  th e  p resen t ad m in is tra tio n  of th e  U n iv e rs ity , 
deserves th e  p a r t ic u la r  a t te n t io n  of th e  community, and rece iv ed  th e  
most h e a r t f e l t  and u n iv e rsa l applause* . * • Such f r u i t s  do no t grow 
on th e  s tock  o f e r ro r  and corruption* . . • We may observe * . • • 
th a t  th e  remarks made by Tomlinson, Jenn ings, and F a rra r , a re  pregnant 
w ith  s ig n ifiean cy  and importance in  r e la t io n  to  th e  immediate in te r e s t  
and re p u ta tio n  o f  T ransy lvan ia . The sentim ents o f th ese  young men were 
follow ed up by th e  P resid en t in  h is  V aled ictory  w ith  a  p e r fe c t  c le a r  and 
f e a r le s s  ex p o sitio n  o f th e  course, in s tru c t io n  and government pursued 
in  th e  u n iv e rs ity .

P resb y te rian  Subterfuge; T ro tte r  Case

John Pope T ro tte r ,  son o f Col. George T ro tte r ,  who had been k i l le d  

in  th e  War o f  1812, and nephew o f Rev. Nathan H. H all, jo in ed  th e  sen io r 

c la s s  in  O ctober, 1823* T ro tte r  d isp layed  sev e ra l r e c a lc i t r a n t  a c ts  

toward P resid en t Holley and, upon being reprim anded, subm itted a  l e t t e r  

o f  w ithdraw al in  which he re fe r re d  to  remarks o f Holley in  c la s s  as 

"fa lsehood” and ”s la n d e r .” ^  In  consequence o f T r o t te r 's  a c tio n , th e  

fa c u lty  passed a sentence o f "excision” upon him on December 17, b u t, 

due to  h is  fu r th e r  a c ts  o f antagonism, th e  fa c u lty  on December 22 re ­

in te rp re te d  th e i r  a c tio n  to  mean expulsion from the grounds o f th e  uni­

v e r s i ty  fo r one y ea r. ^

74 Kentucky Reporter. 17 (July 18, 1824), 3.
75 John P . T ro tte r ,  A P la in  S tatem ent« pp. 3—6 . Lexington: Publish­

ed by th e  A uthor, 1824.
76 I b id . . pp. 23-4.
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T ro tte r  and h is  guard ian , Nathan H. H a ll, a ttack ed  th e  u n iv e rs ity

a u th o r i t ie s  p u b lic ly , the  e f fe c t  o f  which was to  s in g le  ou t H olley a s

an a u to c ra tic  a d m in is tra to r, who, in  a d d itio n  to  h is  abuses o f  th e  p e o p le 's
77re l ig io u s  view s, t r e a te d  those  who opposed him w ith g rea t sev e rity *

P ub lic  sentim ent was aroused when th e  opposing p a r t ie s  were c i te d  as  a 

son o f  a dead hero o f  Kentucky and an in f id e l  o f New England*

A s ig n if ic a n t r e s u l t in g  is s u e  o f  th e  T ro tte r  a f f a i r  was i t s  d e fi­

n i t iv e  o u tlin e  o f  th e  re la tio n s h ip  o f Bev* Robert H* Bishop to  th e  re ­

m ainder o f th e  fa c u lty  and to  th e  p residen t*  A fte r T r o t t e r 's  expulsion , 

Bishop wrote a  l e t t e r  to  him s ta t in g  th a t  Holley had assumed f u l l  respon­

s i b i l i t y  fo r  th e  a c tio n , bu t th a t  h e , Bishop, re g re t te d  th e  more extreme 

s te p , expulsion* I t  was s ta te d  th a t  B ishop 's l e t t e r  aided  T ro tte r  in  

gain ing  adm ission to  Centre C ollege, where the l e t t e r  had been displayed* 

The fa e u lty , a f t e r  deciding th a t  th e  l e t t e r  was Improper, in v e s tig a te d  

B ishop 's  a c tio n  and made th e  follow ing statem ent concerning th e  l e t t e r *

/"H is  l e t t e r ^  *as c a lc u la te d  to  prevent th e  ju s t  e f fe c t  o f o a r gov­
ernment and punishments; to  in ju re  th e  rep u ta tio n  of th e  F aeu lty  a s  w ell 
a s  o f  th e  P re s id e n t; and to  do harm to  th e  in s t i tu t io n  in  i t s  c h a ra c te r  
fo r  wisdom, independence, and im p a r t ia l i ty ,  in  th e  ad m in is tra tio n  o f i t s  
laws* The tendency i s  to  e x c ite  opp o sitio n  from o th e r  s tu d en ts  and from 
th e  community, and to  prevent th a t  repentance and r e tu rn ,  which might 
o therw ise in  some c a se s , be expected*

When Bishop learn ed  th a t  th e  fa c u lty  had p resen ted  a  re p o rt o f  th e i r  

in v e s tig a tio n  to  th e  t r u s te e s ,  he expressed h is  resentm ent and o ffe red  

t h i s  a s  one o f  h is  reasons fo r  leav in g  Transylvania a few months l a t e r ,

^  See l i t e r a r y  Pamphleteer* V ol. IV, pp. 10-14; a lso  P resid en t 
H olley—Hot th e  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , in  a l e t t e r  Wjp.Hmi Glbbaa 
Hunt. Eso* in  Conseouence o f  th e  A ttacks Made by Him In  His "Appeal."  
Lexington? Published in  th e  W estern M onitor o f t h i s  P lace , March 2d, 
1824 by Forthcoming, 1824* Pp« 18*

78 "M anuscript.” T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington*
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when e lec ted  p res id en t o f Miami U n iv ersity  (O hio).

New Revolving Plan o f R elig ions In s tru c tio n

In  an e f fo r t  to  change th e  substance o f  th e  v a s t amount o f p u b lic i ty  

now being given to  th e  u n iv e rs i ty , a major p a r t  o f which was adverse , a 

new p lan  o f  re lig io u s  in s tru c t io n  was prepared by th e  f a e u l ty ,  d esp ite  

o pposition  from P ro fesso r Bishop. The fa c u lty  decided t h a t ,  although 

s e c ta r ia n  r e l ig io n  should no t be in troduced  in  a s ta te  u n iv e rs ity , nl t  

appears to  be th e  general d e s ire  and ex p ec ta tio n , . . .  th a t  th e  g rea t 

d o c tr in e s  o f  our common r e l ig io n ,  those  in  which th e  good and pious o f 

a l l  denominations ag ree , should be taught w ith  th e  o th e r branches o f edu­

c a tio n , i f  a mode o f doing th i s  can be adopted, w ithout opening th e  door 

fo r  polem ical and s e c ta r ia n  d iv in i ty  to  e n te r ,  and d is tu rb  and p e rv e rt th e

minds o f th e  s tu d e n ts , and th u s  give ju s t  occasion fo r  o ffence to  the
60p aren ts  and f r ie n d s .” Two t r u s te e s ,  Rev. James Fishback and Rev.

G. T. Chapman, drew up a p lan  involving four P ro te s tan t denom inations,

in  which B a p tis t ,  M ethodist, E p iscopalian , and P resb y te rian  m in is te rs
81

would preach in  r o ta t io n .  A p lan  o f th e  fa c u lty  c a lle d  fo r  a  broader 

program, allow ing a l l  m in is te rs  o f  a l l  s e c ts  to  preach according to  demo­

c r a t ic  p r in c ip le s ,  bu t would involve the  above denominations p lu s  th e  

Roman C a th o lic . The fa c u lty  p lan  was adopted, being  signed by members 

o f  seven re l ig io u s  denom inations, inc lu d in g  th e  Rev. R. H. Bishop and 

Rev* James Fishback.

79 Western Luminary. 2 (January 12 , 1825), 204.
80 C harles C aldw ell, .  .  . Horace H olley . LL.B. .  op. c i t ». p . 230 

o f  Appendix; Western M onitor. 11 (A pril 9 . 1B2aV. 3 .
81 W estern M onitor. undated c lip p in g s . Transylvania C ollege, Lex­

in g to n .
82 Charles C aldw ell, .  « .  Horace H olley. LL.D. .  op. c i t . ,  pp. 229- 

34 of Appendix.
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A H  th e  denominations involved supported th e  p lan  except th e  Presby­

t e r ia n s ,  whose re p re se n ta tiv e  m in is te r s , John B reckinridge and Nathan H* 

M all, re fu sed  to  p a r t ic ip a te ,  remarking th a t  th ey  would n o t p laee  them­

se lv e s  on a  m in is te r ia l  le v e l  w ith  H olley o r o th e rs  o f  h is  views* Breck­

in rid g e  and H all continued to  oppose th i s  program, s ta t in g  a s  one ob­

je c t io n  th a t  i t  would give th e  pub lic  th e  im pression th a t  what had been 

wrong w ith th e  u n iv e rs ity  had now been corrected*  H olley  h im se lf may 

have sp o iled  h is  program by h is  lo s s  o f  temper a t  one o f th e  p u b lic  ex­

am inations when he to ld  Dr* Fishback, a  t r u s t e e ,  th a t  h is  sermon de­

l iv e re d  a t  th e  chapel "was designed to  e s ta b lis h  a system o f  falsehood* 

A gain, H olley p ra c tic e d  d iscu ssin g  th e  chapel sermons in  c la s s ,  where he

could condemn th e  d iscourse  i f  he d e s ire d , and, in  a d d itio n , could d is -
84

c r e d i t  th e  speaker i f  he chose* Fishback resig n ed  h is  t ru s te e s h ip  and

withdrew from preaching in  th e  chapel. This p lan  o f  re l ig io u s  in s tru c t io n

probably  d id  no t continue long a f te r  t h i s  event*

Fishback, who had o r ig in a l ly  opposed H o lle y 's  appointment in  Kea- 
85

tack y  in  1815,  again  opposed h is  appearance in  the  chapel a s  a  p reacher
86in  1822, when he was a tru s te e *  But F ish b ack 's  opposition  to  n a tu ra l

r e l ig io n  was strong* In  1822 he in v ite d  th e  m edical c la s s  to  hear

Western M onitor. 12 (1825), undated c lip p in g . T ransylvania Col­
le g e , Lexington*

M d *

85 i b i a *
86 - r , .  ,
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c r i t i c a l  sermons on th i s  su b je c t. Dr* C harles Caldwell attem pted to  

answer Fishback ’3 o b jec tions in  an in tro d u c to ry  le c tu r e .  fish b ack
go

d e liv e red  th re e  sermons in  response. A len g th ly  correspondence arose  

between th e  two men. In  commenting upon F ish b ack 's  constan t a g ita t io n  

a g a in s t n a tu ra l  r e l ig io n ,  a r is in g  most fe rv e n tly  a t  p u b lic  exam inations, 

Caldwell w rote p r iv a te ly  th e  follow ing commentt

For some tim e p a s t you have endeavoured w ith  a l l  your t a l e n t s ,  
a tta in m en ts , and eloquence, to  shake th e  confidence o f  th e  youth who 
r e p a ir  to  i t  /  th e  u n iv e r s i ty ^  fo r  education , in  th e  competency o f 
th e i r  in s t ru c to rs  w ith  re sp ec t to  one h ig h ly  im portant branch o f  know­
le d g e . I  a l lu d e , as you must be aware, to  th e  Theology o f  N ature. lo u r  
opinions on th i s  su b jec t you have taken  pa ins to  in c u lc a te  in  th e  minds 
o f th e  p u p ils ; nor have you h e s i ta te d  to  pronounce in  t h e i r  presence a l l  
sen tim en ts j^ t wax; w ith your own, to  be eq u ally  a t  war w ith  the C h ris tia n  
r e l ig io n .  90

F in a l A ttack upon th e  L ib e ra l U n iv e rs ity

Rev. James fishback  in  h is  various d iscou rses and w r itin g s , and Rev.

James Fishback, The Substance o f  A D iscourse, in  Two P a r ts .  De­
l iv e re d  in  th e  Meeting House o f  th e  F i r s t  B ap tis t Church Leylngton* 
February 3» 1822* To th e  C lass o f  th e  M edical School o f  Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity . Lexington: Published by the  A uthor, 1822.

88 This le c tu re  had been prearranged w ith  Dr. F ishback. See C harles 
C aldw ell, Correspondence between Dr. C harles Caldwell o f  th e  MeriWL 
School o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , and D r. James Fishback, P as to r o f  th e  
F i r s t  B a p tis t Church o f Lexington. Lexington: Published by th e  Univer­
s i t y ,  1826.

C harles Caldw ell, An In tro d u c to ry  A ddress. Intended as  a  Defense 
o f  th e  M edical P ro fessio n  a g a in s t th e  Charge o f  I r r e l ig io n  and I n f id e l i ty ,  
w ith  Thoughts on th e  Truth and Importance o f  N atural R e lig io n , D elivered 
November 2 ,  1824* Lexington: Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 1826.

89 Correspondence between .  ♦ . Caldwell .  . . and .  . .  Fishback.
0£ . c i t . .  p . 8 .      *. ............

90 P . I f .
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J ohn B reckinridge in  th e  Western Luminary, were in stru m en ta l in  b ring ing

th e  a t ta c k  upon H olley  and th e  u n iv e rs i ty  to  a  clim ax. Although F ish -

back* 8 opposition  to  th e  r e l ig io n  tau g h t in  th e  u n iv e rs ity  was la rg e ly
91upon a b a s is  p e c u lia r  to  h is  own philosophy, 7 he was, n e v e r th e le ss , a  

powerful opponent, s ince  he was capable o f c a l l in g  th e  B a p tis ts  o f  Ken­

tucky  to  th e  a id  o f  the  P resb y te rian s  in  an e f f o r t  to  d es tro y  th e  l ib e r ­

a l  philosophy in  Kentucky, cen tered  around Transylvania U niversity*  The 

g en era l a t ta c k  upon H olley began a s  e a r ly  as 1815, when he was f i r s t  

m entioned a s  a  p o ssib le  candidate  fo r  th e  p residency , and was su sta in ed  

u n t i l  h is  re s ig n a tio n  i n  1827* But th e  concerted v io le n t and v itu p era ­

t iv e  a t ta c k  occurred during th e  period  from O ctober, 1823 to  A p r i l ,  1824* 

However, in  1825 Fishback, in  answer to  questions ra is e d  by W illiam  Boon,

w rote a s e r ie s  o f l e t t e r s  defending h is  course in  reg ard  to  H olley and
92 98th e  u n iv ersity *  B reckinridge commented upon th ese  l e t t e r s  in  th e

W estern Luminary. H ere, Fishback proposed a reo rg an iza tio n  by law o f 

th e  board o f  t r u s te e s ,  which would give an equal re p re se n ta tio n  to  th e  

B a p tis ts , M ethodists, and P resb y te rian s , and which perm itted  o th e r de­

nom inations a  re p re se n ta tio n  p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e i r  numbers*

Breckinridge summarized th e  case fo r  reform  in  Transylvania U niver- 
94s ity *  He s ta te d  th a t  H olley d id  no t teach  th e  ^ re lig io n  o f  th e  s ta te )*

91 James F ishback, The Philosophy o f the  Human Mind, pp* 39-40* 
Lexington* Published by th e  A uthor, 1813*

92 W estern M onitor, undated clipp ings*  T ransylvania C ollege, Lex­
ington*

94 W estern Luminary. 2  (March 2 ,  9 , 16, 23, A p ril 6 ,  13 , 1825), 416, 
421, 463, 487, 5©1, and 517.
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th a t  h is  m orals were such a s  to  s e t  a  bad example to  th e  s tu d en ts ; and 

th a t  th e  s tuden t body in  th e  academic department had dec lin ed  from a high 

o f 138 in  1822 to  107 in  1825,  because of th e  g en era l la c k  o f  confidence
QC

i n  Holley* The l ig h te r  a t ta c k  in  th e  next e igh teen  months repeated

charges p rev iously  b rought, bu t no adequate answer appeared* With th e

c lo se  o f th e  a tta c k s  in  th e  Western Monitor in  A p r il,  1825, i t  i s  p o ssib le

to  a s c e r ta in  th e  success o f the  P resb y te rian s  in  welding to g e th e r  th e

P ro te s ta n t s e c ts  ag a in s t Holley* When Dr. Fishback began to  oppose H olley,

th e  B a p tis ts  were v i r tu a l ly  won to  th e  P re sb y te r ia n s ' cause* One w r i te r ,

“A B a p tis t , * w rote o f  the  need o f  t h i s  sec t fo r  the  u n iv e rs i ty ,  a s  i t

n e i th e r  had nor wished to  have an independent c o lle g e , but he re c a l le d ,

to o , th e  V irg in ia  days when th e  P resb y te rian s  and th e  B ap tis ts  fought

to g e th e r  a g a in s t th e  e s ta b lish e d  E piscopal church, which again  seemed to
QAbe oppressing them in  i t s  a lle g e d  c o n tro l o f  Transylvania*

The M ethodists made no e f fo r t  to  f ig h t  th e  u n iv e rs ity  besid e  th e  
97

P resby terians*  By A p r il ,  1825, th e  P resb y te rian s  and th e  B a p tis ts  had 

d e f in i te ly  a lig n ed  them selves ag a in s t the  E piscopalians* Fishback d id  

no t g ive  them a p lace in  h is  p lan  fo r  a reo rgan ized  board , and "A B a p tis t” 

a s s a i le d  them v io le n tly .  The P re sb y te rian s , in  the W estern Lm»l napy^

9i* W estern M onitor. 12 (February 12, 1825), 3*
95 W estern Luminary. 2 (A p ril 6 , 13, 1825), 501 and 517*
96 2 (A pril 13, 1825), 517.
97 Kentucky R eporter. 18 (Ju ly  18, 1825), 2 .
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emphasized new d e f in it io n s  o f  te rn s  such a s  "Catholicism " so a s  to  exclude
93

Jew s, U n ita r ia n s , and others*  They a lso  began to  in d ic a te  renewed
99importance o f creeds and confessions* However, even w ith  t h e i r  

a t ta c k s  i n  th e  p u lp i t ,  in  th e  papers, and in  conversa tion , opponents o f 

H olley and th e  u n iv e rs i ty , includ ing  H a ll, John B reckinridge, F ishback, 

and o th e rs , had no t gained s u f f ic ie n t  power to  prevent Robert J* Breckin­

r id g e 's  e le c tio n  to  th e  Kentucky house o f  re p re se n ta tiv e s  from F ayette  
100county* B reckinridge made a s p e c if ic  promise not to  in te r f e r e  w ith

th e  u n iv e rs ity , e i th e r  by a re p e a l o f  th e  c h a r te r  o r  by a reo rg an iza tio n
161o f  th e  board o f  tru s te e s*  H o lley 's  opponents had made th e  c o n tro l o f  

th e  u n iv e rs i ty  a p o l i t i c a l  question ; th ey  had s tigm atized  i t  as  in f id e l  

and a r i s to c r a t i c ,  e sp e c ia lly  in  those  more sp a rse ly  s e t t l e d  p a r ts  o f th e  

s ta te *

Each o f  the  two p a r t ie s  to  the  con troversy  found them selves encum­

bered by s trange  bedfellow s as th e  con troversy  became more heated* The 

P re sb y te r ia n s , to  th e i r  astonishm ent, found th e  Roman C ath o lics  (1*© 

opposed U nitarianism ) f ig h tin g  beside them, and H olley , to  h is  su rp r ise  

saw A th e is ts ,  I n f id e ls ,  n o n -b e lie v e rs , gam blers, and o th e r advocates o f

98 W estern Luminary, 2 (March 9 , 16, 1325), 421, 463.

100 Kentucky R eporter. 13 (Ju ly  18, 1825), 2 . A l e t t e r  o f  R. J ,  
B reck inridge, w r itte n  to  q u ie t charges o f  h o s t i l i t y  to  th e  u n iv ersity *  
Since R* J* Breckinridge was a  b ro th e r to  John B reckinridge, h is  fam ily 
re la t io n s h ip  c o n s titu te d  a  l i a b i l i ty *

iQ i "Minutes o f th e  M edical Department o f  T ransylvania U niversity* 
Lexington, March 19, 1323," p . 11.
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f re e —thought a lig n ed  in  th e  b a t t l e  in  h is  behalf*

The P ro fe ss io n a l Schools, 1823-1825

H o lle y 's  in fluence  on th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools and th e i r  connection

w ith  a  su ccessfu l academic school was favorab le  to  th e i r  expansion and

development* The enrollm ents and re p u ta tio n s  o f  th ese  schools continued

to  grow during th i s  period*

R apidly growing m edical school»—Enrollm ents in creased  to  200 fo r  th e

se ss io n , 1823-24* and to  234 fo r  th e  y e a r , 1824-25* th e  l a t t e r  being th e

la rg e s t  m edical enrollm ent p r io r  to  th e  y e a r , 1833-34* when a mark o f  262 
102was reached* There were f o r ty - s ix  and f i f t y - s i x  g raduates fo r  th ese

two se ss io n s , resp ec tiv e ly *  The m edical fa c u lty  proceeded to  in c rease

i t s  l ib r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  by adding su b sc rip tio n s  to  fo u rteen  European and
103

th re e  American m edical journa ls*  Ho change was made in  th e  four
*1 A l

m onths' course o r  in  tu i t io n  r a te s  during t h i s  period*

(a) PIONEER BOTANIC GARDEN*—A le g is la t iv e  a c t c h a rte rin g  a  b o tan ica l
105

garden was approved in  January, 1824, and p lans fo r  the garden were

102 Annual Announcement o f  th e  M edical Department o f  T ransylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , 1840. p . 23. Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1840*

103 "Minutes o f th e  Medical Department o f  T ransylvania U n iv ersity , 
Lexington, March 15* 1825*" pp. 15-16*

1®4 "Medical Department, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Kentucky Repor- 
tg £ , 1? (August 16, 1824), 3s 17 (May 21, 1824), l j  16 (October 20, 1823)» 
1*

105 "An Act to  E s ta b lish  A B otan ical Garden," A cts o f  Kentucky. 
1823-24* PP. 15-16. F ran k fo rt: Published  by the  S ta te ,  1824* Approved 
January 7* 1824*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



158

is su e d  in  a p u b lic a tio n , Prospectus* By-Laws and C h arte r, o f  th e  T ran sy l-
106vanla Botanic Garden Company> Constantine S . R afinesque, T ransyl­

v a n ia 's  renowned b o ta n is t ,  o r ig in a te d  th e  idea o f the  garden and worked
107

out th e  p lans fo r  i t .  The prospectus announced th e  advantages to

Lexington, to  th e  Kentucky farm ers, to  th e  whole W estern country , to
108T ransylvania U n iv e rsity , and to  th e  shareholders* The garden was

t© serve as  an a g r ic u l tu ra l  experiment s ta t io n ,  where experim ents were

to  be made to  a s c e r ta in  th e  b e s t mode o f c u lt iv a tin g  and rendering

b e n e f ic ia l  s ta p le s ;  w hile in s tru c t io n  was to  be given on th i s  su b jec t

o r any o th e r , c a lc u la te d  to  improve the  a g r ic u ltu re  o f Kentucky and th e  
109W estern S ta te s .

The garden was organized "to  become a permanent branch of our Uni­

v e r s i ty ;  meantime i t  i s  to  co -operate  w ith i t  fo r  th e  in s tru c t io n  o f  oar 

youth , and p r in c ip a lly  o f m edical S tudents and young farm ers."  110 The 

m edical p la n ts  o f  North America and Europe were to  be grown in  th e  g a r­

den, w hile th e  sons o f farm ers were to  be given an opportun ity  to  w itness  

experim ents and su ccessfu l c u l t iv a t io n , and were to  rece iv e  in s tru c t io n  

on th e  p r a c t ic a l  and s c ie n t i f ic  p r in c ip le s  o f  husbandry and gardening,

P rospectus. By-Laws and C h arte r, o f the  Transylvania Botanic 
Garden Company.  Leximgtons Published by Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 1824. 
Pp. 16 .

107 3M d. .  p . 15 .
I b id . .  pp . 1-4*
Ib id . .  p . 2 .
I b id . .  p .  3 .
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"im bibing th u s  a t a s t e  fo r  an improved c u lt iv a t io n  o f our b o u n tifu l 
i n

s o i l . ” L ectures and p r a c t ic a l  dem onstrations were given on botany, 

a g r ic u l tu r e ,  h o r t ic u l tu r e ,  domestic economy, and o th e r  sc iences connected 

w ith  th e  c u l t iv a t io n  o f th e  s o i l  and improvement o f  th e  farm ers* Al­

though th e  garden was planned t o  be o f  se rv ice  to  the s t a t e 's  a g r ic u l tu re ,  

i t  was not developed very  f a r  along th a t  l in e ,  but during th e  incumbency 

o f  Rafinesque was o f considerab le  b e n e f it  and in te r e s t  t o  th e  s tu d en ts

in  th e  m edical departm ent and those  o f th e  re g u la r  botany c lasses*  The
112garden lapsed  a f t e r  th e  departure o f  i t s  p r in c ip a l  founder*

Expanding law school*-—The law school reached a high p o in t o f  e ffec ­

t iv e n e ss  during th i s  perio d  and, l ik e  th e  m edical school, continued to  

o f fe r  a fo u r months' sessio n  annually* Enrollm ents fo r  th ese  two ses­

sio n s were fo rty - fo u r  and fo r ty - th re e  students*  ^  W illiam  Taylor Barry 

and Jesse  Bledsoe continued as  law p ro fe s so rs , and P resid en t H olley 

le c tu re d  o ccasio n a lly  in  t h i s  school* The f a c t  th a t  both Barry and 

Bledsoe were in ten se  "New Court" p a r ty  e n th u s ia s ts  p laced  th e  law school 

in  a  very  vu lnerab le  p o s it io n  in  1826, when th e  "Old Court" p a r ty  gained 

p o l i t i c a l  c o n tro l of the  s ta te *  ^  Both P residen t H olley and Judge

111  Ib id *
H 2  See Ida W* H arrison , T ransylvania Botanic Garden* Lexington: 

P ub lished  by th e  au th o r, 1937* Pp* 121*
Catalogue o f  th e  O ffic e rs . S tudents and Graduates o f  Transyl­

vania U n iv e rs ity , January* 182A. p . 17* Lexington: The Unive^alfc?-. 1S2L-.
314 Kentucky Reporter* 18 (February 28, 1825)# 3*
^■5 The "New Court" and "Old Court" p a r t ie s  a re  d iscussed  in  more 

d e ta i l  in  th e  nex t chapter*
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Bledsoe addressed the  g raduating  law c la s s  o f  th i r te e n  studen ts  in  

February, 1825* H olley p ra ise d  the  c la s s :  "You and your fe llow  members

must form a p o rtio n  of th e  columns which a re  to  support and adorn t h i s  

e d i f ic e ,  by which i t s  usefu lness  and permanence must be indicated**

Summary

I t  has been shown th a t  libera l-m inded  c i t iz e n s  of Kentucky con­

tin u e d  t h e i r  e f fo r ts  to  b u ild  a l ib e r a l  and c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity  out o f  

T ransylvania* T heir e f fo r ts  may have been too  extreme fo r  independent 

th in k in g  peop les , because Horace H olley , champion o f  the l i b e r a l s ,  was 

n e i th e r  t a c t f u l  nor to le ra n t  o f  th e  P resb y te rian s  and t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  who 

were la rg e ly  members o f  th e  o th e r C a lv in is tic  denominations* J u s t  a s  

th e  l i b e r a l  p a r ty  was making g re a t p rogress in  b u ild in g  a  u n iv e rs ity , 

which was ra p id ly  gaining a nation-w ide re p u ta tio n , they  began to  con­

duct them selves in  such a way as  to  a l ie n a te  com pletely one o f  the  most 

in f lu e n t ia l  denom inational groups in  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  P re sb y te r ia n s . For, 

d e sp ite  t h e i r  sm all numbers, th e  P resb y te rian s  stood ready  to  p ro te c t 

t h e i r  v es ted  in te r e s t ;  w ith  a  scath ing  f ig h t .  T h i h r , 

h ig h er education in  Kentucky, was a porten tous p r iz e  no t to  be fought fo r  

w ithout planning forethought o£ &> subtXo &nci s tr& t6^Xc n&turo• Thft

Kentucky Reporter* 18 (February 28, 1825), 3*
See a ls o  Horace H olley and Jesse  Bledsoe l e t t e r  to  law c la s s  o f  

1825, published  in  p a r t  in  C harles K err, "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity 's  Law 
Departm ent," Americana. 31 (January , 1927), 33 .
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v erb a l onslaught th a t  s tru e k  H olley and th e  l ib e r a ls  was co ld  and c a l­

c u la te d ; i t  was no t the  product o f u n tra in ed  minds« The P re sb y te r ia n s ' 

ev a lu a tio n  o f  l ib e r a l  T ransylvania was s one th in g  approaching th a t  o f  an 

a n ti-C h r is t ia n  in s t i tu t io n *  Each p a r ty  seemed to  be f ig h tin g  fo r  an 

audience from p o s te r ity *  The p a r ty  which could gain  and ho ld  c o n tro l o f  

th e  only  e f fe c tiv e  co lleg e  in  th e  s ta te  had a g rea t vo ice  in  determ ining 

th e  view points o f  the  n ex t g en era tio n . The P re sb y te rian s , n o t unmindful 

o f  th e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  d e fe a t and what i t  might mean to  t h e i r  r e l ig io n ,  

s e t  about to  e s ta b lis h  a  school in  which they  could ex e rt f u l l  c o n tro l.

The p ro fe ss io n a l schools expanded ra p id ly  during t h i s  period  and 

th e i r  q u a li ty  o f in s tru c t io n  was v e r i f ie d  by th e i r  n a tio n a l repu ta tion*  

T ransylvania was s t i l l  plagued by an in s u f f ic ie n t  number o f tra in e d  

e n tra n ts  each y ear due to  th e  lack  o f  development o f p rep ara to ry  schools* 

A la c k  o f  pub lic  support was shown by the extreme p a r ty  d iv is io n  among 

K entucky's le a d e rsh ip ; a lack  o f  f in a n c ia l  support was in d ic a te d  by th e  

s t a t e 's  w ithdraw al o f support and th e  in s u f f ic ie n t  income from tu i t io n  

fe e s  and o th e r  sources, s in ce  th e  M orrison fund was earmarked fo r  one 

p ro fesso rsh ip  and a new b u ild in g ; o p era tin g  expenses were d i f f i c u l t  to  

m eet; and a  lack  o f  e f fe c tiv e  lead e rsh ip  was evidenced in  the b o a rd 's  

l a x i ty  in  try in g  to  reach some agreement w ith  th e  P resby terians*  During 

t h i s  perio d  prom otional work was being completed in  th e  development o f 

o th e r  se c ta r ia n  schoo ls, which would soon make an in road  on th e  r e la t iv e ­

l y  sm all number o f  p rep ara to ry  school g rad u ates, the  l a t t e r  being so i n ­

s ig n if ic a n t  th a t  v i r tu a l ly  eveiy new co lleg e  was fo rced  to  e s ta b lis h  i t s  

own p rep ara to ry  department*
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CHAPTER VI 

DECLINE GF LIBERALISM, 1825-1828

T h is , th e  th i r d  and l a s t  chap ter devoted to  the H olley p e rio d , t e l l s  

o f  th e  dec lin e  o f  l ib e ra lism  a t  T ransy lvan ia , 1825-1828, th e  in te l l e c tu a l  

c e n te r  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  Kentucky* While the  d e c lin e  o f  l ib e ra lis m  brought 

about a  d ec lin e  in  th e  u n iv e rs ity  to  some e x te n t, o th e r causes a lso  had 

t h e i r  influence* These were: changing economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  and s o c ia l

co n d itio n s; in s u f f ic ie n t  endowment; inadequate p rep ara to ry  school system 

in  th e  s ta te ;  and Lexington’s lo s s  o f  h e r  im portant p o s itio n  a s  a  commercial 

cen ter*

The S ta te  and T ransylvania U n iv ersity

H is to r ic a l  background*—The reo rg an iza tio n  o f  T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y  and th e  e le c tio n  o f  H olley were made p o ss ib le  by th e  Republican 

p a r ty  i n  1817-18. The d ec lin e  o f the  u n iv e rs ity  and i t s  f a i lu r e  a s  a 

g re a t c e n tra l  l i b e r a l  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  were Humglhygeily to  th e  f a i lu r e  

o f th e  Republican P a rty  to  su s ta in  a p a te rn a l a t t i tu d e  toward i t .  There 

were two reasons why t h i s  p a r ty  d id  not l e g i s l a t e  adequate a p p ro p ria tio n s  

f o r  th e  school* F i r s t ,  th e  g en era l economic s i tu a t io n  in  Kentucky a f t e r  

1817 was extrem ely poor and, second, the  Republican p a r ty  became d iv ided  

on th e  cu rren t is su e s  th a t  a rose  in  the  s ta te  in  th e  y e a rs , 1817-28.

During and follow ing the  War o f  1812, th e re  had been a  p e rio d  o f  

p ro sp e r ity , based upon th e  g rea t demand a r is in g  from the war emergency,

162
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in f la t io n ,  sp ecu la tio n , and c re d i t  baying* ^ The im portation  o f  a  g re a t 

d ea l o f  B r i t is h  m anufactured goods in  com petition w ith  domestic manufac­

tu r e s ,  a very  inadequate and poorly  managed s ta te  currency , and many 

o th e r  r e la te d  fa c to rs  caused a ce ssa tio n  o f  p ro sp e r ity  and a  perio d  

o f  depression* The poor economic s itu a t io n  soon caused a break between 

th e  deb tor and th e  monied c lasses*  A b r ie f  summary o f  th is  chain  o f 

even ts and o f  t h e i r  e f fe c t  upon Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  follow s*

Branches o f  the  Bank o f  the United S ta te s  were e s ta b lish e d  in  Lex­

ing ton  and L o u isv ille  in  1817* A sound money p o lic y  was follow ed, and, 

in s te a d  o f  in c reas in g  currency , th e  U nited S ta te s  branch banks tended 

to  d isp lace  th e  currency  o f o th e r in s t i tu t io n s ,  namely, th e  Bank o f

Kentucky, and to  expend specie from th e  s ta t e ,  w ithout s u b s ti tu tin g  new 
3currency* This cond ition  brought about p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  of th e  debtor 

c la s se s  o f th e  s ta t e ,  who c a lle d  fo r  le g i s la t iv e  r e l i e f  from th e i r  debt 

burdens* Answering th i s  c a l l ,  the  le g is la tu r e  o f  1817-18 e s ta b lish e d  a 

system o f fo r ty —s ix  independent banks, w ith  a u th o r ity  to  is su e  money upon 

sm all re se rv e s , which qu ick ly  in creased  in f la t io n  a s  th e y  flooded th e  

s ta t e  w ith  paper* This measure not only  f a i le d  to  achieve i t s  o b je c tiv e , 

bu t in c reased  th e  depression  and in creased  debts* ^ By 1820 th e  people

C harles K err, E d ito r ,  H isto ry  o f Kentucky (by W. E . Connelly and 
1 .  M* C o u lte r), Vol. I I ,  pp. 593-94* Hew York: American H is to r ic a l  
S o c ie ty , 1922*

2 Ibid.* Vol. II, pp. 599-601.
3 Ib id .* Vol. I I ,  p . 595.
^  Ib id *. V ol. I I ,  pp. 601-3*
5 Ib id .* Vol. I I ,  pp . 611-12.
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o f  Kentucky were h eav ily  in  d eb t, ^ and th e  c h a r te rs  ©f th e  independent
7banks were rep ea led  on February 10, 1620.

In  another e f fo r t  to  l e g i s l a t e  economic recovery , th e  r e l i e f  le g is ­

la tu r e  in troduced  rep lev in  law s, which stayed  th e  payment o f  deb ts fo r

one y e a r , i f  th ey  were endorsed as  payable in  no tes  o f th e  Bank o f Ken-
8tu cky , and fo r  two years i f  no t endorsed in  t h i s  manner# In  a d d itio n ,

th e  Bank of th e  Commonwealth a t  F ran k fo rt, w ith  twelve branches lo ca ted
9throughout th e  s ta te ,  was estab lished#  O rig in a lly  a r e l i e f  i n s t i t u ­

t io n  th a t  issu ed  no tes considered  unsound by orthodox banking p ra c t ic e s ,  

th e  Bank o f  th e  Commonwealth was s ta r te d  toward soundness by 1825# ^

However, ano ther re p lev in  law , passed on December 25, 1820, favored  th e
11Bank of th e  Commonwealth over the  Bank o f Kentucky, and on December 5 , 

1822, th e  le g is la tu r e  repealed  th e  c h a r te r  o f  th e  Bank o f Kentucky, a 

sound bank, and ordered i t  to  c lo se  i t s  a f f a i r s  w ith in  th e  nex t seven 

y e a rs . This le g is la t io n  was fo r  p o l i t i c a l  reasons appealing  to  the 

deb to r c l i s s ,  s in ce  th e  United S ta te s  branch banks* sound and s t r i c t  

p o lic ie s  a lle g e d ly  imposed a hardsh ip  on them. 12 I h i l e  th e  le p u b lican

b In  1820 Kentuckians were indeb ted  a t  home in  th e  amount o f  $10,— 
000,000 and o u ts id e  th e  s ta t e  to  th e  ex ten t o f  $4,000,000. Ib id . .  Vol. 
I I ,  p . 603. ------

7 Ib id . .  V ol. I I ,  p . 606.
8 Ib id . .  V ol. I I ,  p . 608.
7 Ib id . « V ol. I I ,  pp. 609—11.
10 Ib id »« V ol. I I ,  p .  618. 
n M d . ,  V ol. I I ,  pp. 612-13*
12 Ib id . .  V ol. I I ,  p .  613.
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m ajo rity  in  th® le g is la tu r e  passed a l l  th e  r e l i e f  law s, th i s  l e g is la t io n
13

s p l i t  the  p a r ty  in to  two branches, th e  B e lie f  and A n ti-B e lie f  p a r tie s*

The depression  and the  r e l i e f  le g is la t io n  th a t  followed brought about a  

r a th e r  e le a r ly  defined lower c la s s ,  which, w ith increased  debt burdens, 

a  ra p id ly  f lu c tu a tin g  currency , and a g re a t deal o f poverty , became c la s s  

conscious through the a g i ta t io n s  o f  a su ccessfu l p o l i t i c a l  lead e rsh ip  

fo r  a r a d ic a l  r e l i e f  policy*

E ffe c t o f economic co n d itio n s . —R e lie f  p o l ic ie s ,  by stopping the  

income c o n s is tin g  o f th e  bonus o f  th e  Farm ers' and M echanics' Bank o f 

Lexington, one o f  th e  f o r ty - s ix  independent banks, and in te r e s t  on I 34  

sh ares  o f th e  stock  o f  the Bank o f  Kentucky, sev ere ly  c u r ta ile d  Tran­

sy lv a n ia 's  income* The bonus from th e  independent bank, amounting to  

$3,299 in  two y e a rs , was gran ted  to  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  1818, and was 

t o t a l l y  lo s t  upon re p e a l o f th e  c h a r te rs  o f  th e  independent banks* The 

annual income from th e  Bank o f Kentucky, $2,200 per annum, was reduced by 

a h a l f  when th i s  bank suspended payment in  specie* Upon the re p e a l o f  

th e  c h a r te r  o f  the Bank o f Kentucky, t h i s  income was com pletely l o s t  and 

th e  market va lue  of the Stock f e l l  d r a s t i c a l ly .  ^  The rem aining income 

c o n s is ted  o f  tu i t io n  fe e s , and  f in e s  and fo r f e i tu re s  in  th e  F ay e tte

13 For a  d e sc rip tio n  o f  th e  economic and s o c ia l  d iv is io n s  behind 
th e se  mew p a r t ie s ,  see Lewis C o llin s , H is to r ic a l  Stretches o f  Kentucky* 
p* 89* M aysville , Kentucky: Published by th e  au th o r, 1847j see a lso  
C harles K err, E d ito r , H isto ry  o f Kentucky, op. c i t . .  V ol. I I ,  pp. 632- 33 .

14 "T ru s tee s ' R eport, December 31, 1827*" Manuscript* Transylvania 
C ollege, Lexington*

^  Jou rnal o f  th e  Senate. 34th  Assembly (November 7 , 1825 -  December 
21, 1825), November 21, 1825, P* 142.
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county c o u rt, which had been ap p rop ria ted  to  th e  u n iv e rs ity  on February 14,

1820, ^  The t r u s te e s ,  faced  w ith  t h i s  red u c tio n  o f income, were c q b h

17 18peU ed  to  r a i s e  tu i t io n  r a te s  from $40 to  $50 and l a t e r  to  $60*

The income f o r  the academic and p rep ara to ry  departm ents o f th e  univer­

s i t y  in  1823 from tu i t io n ,  f in e s ,  and f o r f e i tu r e s  was $8,505* The stand­

ing  expenditures included $3,000 fo r  th e  p re s id e n t 's  s a la ry , $1,200 fo r

each o f  th re e  p ro fe sso rs , expense o f a grammar m aste r, and g en era l ex-
19penses to  cover o th e r costs*  In  1825 th e  M orrison Endowment made

p o ss ib le  th e  employment o f a mathematics p ro fesso r a t  $1,200 in  sp ec ie ,

bu t th e  t ru s te e s  experienced d i f f i c u l ty  in  securing a p ro fe sso r on th i s  
20sm all salary* F in a lly , th e  t ru s te e s  found i t  Im possible to  opera te

th e  u n iv e rs i ty  on th i s  meager income*

The reduced income operated  to  in c rease  th e  co st o f  education  and

to  some ex ten t to  reduce th e  s tuden t body. While the  in creased  tu i t io n
21probably d e te rre d  no studen ts  from m a tr ic u la tin g , i t  prevented opera­

t io n  and experim entation w ith  th e  r e fe c to ry . By l iv in g  in  commons and

16 The f in e s  and fo r f e i tu re s  amounted to  $1,694*46 in  1827* "Trus­
t e e s ' R eport, December 21, 1827*" M anuscript* Transylvania C ollege, Lex­
ing to n  *

17 W estern Monitor* 5 (September 4 , 1821), 3* This was a  t r u s t e e 's  
advertisem ent.

IS  Ib id *. 8 (January 16, 1824), 2 . This f ig u re  i s  from published  
o f f i c i a l  documents*

19  M i *
20 Jo u rn al o f th e  Senate . 34th  Assembly (November 7 , 1825 -  Decem­

b e r  21, 1825), November 22, 1825, p . 145*
21 Out o f 847 aeademie department s tu d en ts  ( u n t i l  1825), 400 came 

from Lexington and i t s  neighborhood* Waste™ Lum W ty. 2 (A pril 13,
IO25) ,  635*
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boarding in  th e  re fe c to ry , s tuden ts  could compensate fo r  th e  $10 r a is e  

in  tu it io n *  ^  In  o rder to  make th e  re fe c to ry  a v a ila b le  on a  low co s t 

b a s is ,  i t  was necessary  to  operate  i t  a t  a lo s s ,  which req u ired  sp e e ia l 

funds fo r  i t s  d e f ic its *  Since no funds were a v a ila b le , th e  re fe c to ry  

was c lo sed  in  1823* ^  This a c tio n  made i t  necessary  fo r  s tu d en ts  to  

board in  p r iv a te  p laces and thereby  in creased  th e  whole co s t o f educa­

t i o n ,  e sp e c ia lly  fo r  those  from d is ta n t  areas*  ^  The a c tio n  of th e  

popular r e l i e f  le g is la tu r e  operated  to  exclude th e  poorer boys from 

towns o ther than  Lexington from th e  u n iv e rs ity  by denying ap p ro p ria tio n s  

to  th e  school. Again, a g i ta t io n  on th e  su b jec t o f h igh  educational co s ts  

a t  T ransylvania had an adverse e f fe c t  upon enrollment*

The reduced income to  Transylvania was no t the  r e s u l t  o f  a c tio n  d i­

re c te d  toward the u n iv e rs ity  i t s e l f  bu t o f g en era l s ta te  p o lic ie s*  How­

ev er, p o l i t ic ia n s  soon discovered th e  va lue  o f the  u n iv e rs i ty  a s  a p o l i t i ­

c a l  weapon and th e  charges o f " a r is to c ra c y ” were hu rled  ag a in s t i t *  An­

o th e r  form o f p o l i t i c a l  opposition  developed out o f lo c a l  jea lo u sy . In  

L o u isv ille  and in  o th er communities considerab le  resentm ent was caused by 

Lexington’s p o l i t i c ia n s ,  who fe rv e n tly  opposed th e  estab lishm ent o f  a

22 Boarding in  th e  re fe c to ry  was $2^ p er week exclusive  o f seme 
sm all in c id e n ta l  expenses* Western Monitor* 5 (September 4 , 1821), 3*

23 Jou rnal o f  th e  Senate . 34th As serably (November 7 , 1825 -  Decem­
ber 21, 1825), November 22 and 23, 1825, pp. 144 and 155*

24 s tu d en ts  could a tte n d  th e  u n iv e rs ity  fo r  about #175 p e r  annum in  
1818. N jles  Weekly R e g is te r . 15 (October 24, 1818), 132-33* E stim ates 
o f  th e  co s t o f  education fo r  m edical s tu d e n ts , which was s l i ght l y  h ig h er 
th an  fo r  academic s tu d en ts , ranged from $300 to  $500 p er See Argus 
o f  Western America. 14 (Mareh 2 , 1821), 3 , Kentucky R eporter. 14 (December 
17, 1821), 3*
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branch o f  th e  U nited S ta te s  bank in  L o u is v ille , the promotion o f corn-
25

m erce, and th e  development o f th e  canal around th e  f a l l s  o f  th e  Ohio.

The L o u isv ille  P ublic  A d v ertise r n o ticed  and opposed th ese  je a lo u s ie s  

a s  e a r ly  as  January, 1820, and in  r e t a l i a t io n  T ran sy lv an ia 's  appropria­

t io n s  were in fluenced  in  th e  le g is la t iv e  sess io n  o f  1820-21. Although 

Governor A ^air gave favo rab le  n o tic e  to  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  h i s  message o f

October 17, 1820, and a committee rep o rted  upon i t s  p rogress in  com pli- 
26m entary term s, a re so lu tio n  in  th e  l e g is la tu r e  proposing a loan  o f

17 , 000 w ithout i n t e r e s t ,  i n  view o f  the  discontinuance of th e  Parmers'
27

and M echanics' Bank, was no t passed . A proposal to  endow Centre 

College was a lso  denied* An a c t  approved December 18, 1821, s ta te d  th a t  

i t  was th e  d u ty  o f th e  t ru s te e s  to  re g u la te  th e  funds o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  

w ithout a view to  fu r th e r  ap p ro p ria tio n s  from th e  s ta te ;  " i t  being th e  

t ru e  in te n t  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  to  te rm in a te  a l l  claim  on th e  p a r t  o f  sa id  Uni­

v e r s i ty  to  support from th e  p u b lic  tre a su ry  o r  o th e r funds o f th e  govern-* 

merit." ^

S ta te  p o l i t i c s  and u n iv e rs ity  f in a n c es . —By 1821 th e  f in a n c ia l  

a f f a i r s  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  had reached a c r i t i c a l  s ta g e . The t ru s te e s

25 L o u isv ille  Public A d v ertise r . 6 (August 30 ,  September 27, 182#),
4, 2*

26 Kentucky R eporter. 14 (January 12, 1821), 2*
27 L o u isv ille  Public A d v ertise r . 7 (January 13, 1821), 3 ; Jonm&l 

o f  th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es . 29th Assembly (October 16, 1820 -  
December 27, 182©}, November 22, 1820, pp. 240-41.

28 »'An Act to  e s ta b lis h  a L ite ra ry  fund and fo r  o th e r purposes," 
Acte o f  Kentucky, pp. 351, 353-54. F ran k fo rt: Kendall and R ussel, 1821.
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req u ested  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  s ta te  in  d ischarg ing  accumulated deb ts o f 
29$25,073.75. Governor Adair spoke fo r  a permanent annual appropria­

t io n  to  b rin g  income up to  th e  t o t a l  fo r  expend itu res, and urged a system
30o f  education w ith  a low co s t fo r  th e  s tu d e n t. A committee answering 

th e  G overnor's message reso lv ed  th a t  th e  n e t p r o f i t s  o f  th e  Bank o f  th e  

Commonwealth, in  th e  th i r d  ju d ic ia l  d i s t r i c t ,  should be g iven to  th e  uni­

v e r s i ty .  ^  This re so lu tio n  f a i le d  to  pass the  house, and a d d itio n a l 

v o tes  upon re so lu tio n s  w ith reduced amounts f a i le d  in  th e  house. A b i l l  

f in a l ly  passed providing $20,000 from th e  Bank o f th e  Commonwealth t© 

d ischarge th e  p resen t debts o f the u n iv e rs ity , p laced  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in

th e  hands o f  a permanent board o f  t r u s te e s ,  and sp e c if ie d  th a t  th ey
32o p era te  th e  school w ith in  i t s  income. L e g is la tiv e  ap p ro p ria tio n s  

during H o lle y 's  ad m in istra tio n  ceased w ith  t h i s  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  $ 2 0 ,- 

000. The committee repo rting  th e  o r ig in a l  re so lu tio n  agreed in  regard­

ing  th e  debts o f  the  u n iv e rs ity  as  a le g itim a te  o b lig a tio n  o f  th e  General 

Agsembly, a r is in g  from th e i r  c o n tro l over th e  i n s t i tu t io n .  They agreed 

a lso  upon th e  t r u s te e s ’ a n tic ip a tio n  o f  the  donation of th e  Farm ers' and 

M echanics' Bank and th e  s tep s  taken  by th e  t ru s te e s  in  a n t ic ip a tio n  o f 

t h i s  fund, which was "extinguished" by th e  l e g is la tu r e .  ^3 Transylvania

29 These debts a re  described  in  Journal o f the  S enate . 34th  Assembly 
(November 7 , 1824 -  December 21, 1825), November 26 ,  1825, p . 154.

3® Arsus o f Western America. 2 (October I 3 ,  1821), 2 .
31  West earn M onitor. 5 (November I 3 ,  1821), 3 ,

32 M !* »  5 (December 11, 1821), 2 .
33 Bobert B. McAfee in  th e  sena te  and Mr. Anderson in  th e  house made

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



170

friends, urged by Holley, baeked an appropriation to Centre College at 
this time*

The question  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  was before the  le g is la tu r e  again  in
351823,  and a  committee in v e s tig a te d  and subm itted a r e p o r t ,  which from 

a l l  in d ic a tio n s  was im p a rtia l ,  although in troducing  a few B e lie f  p a r ty  

p o lic ie s*  A fte r  s ta t in g  th a t  th e  l ib r a r y  and b u ild in g s  were in  good 

c o n d itio n , th a t  th e  le v e l  o f  in s tru c tio n  was very  s a t is f a c to ry ,  and th a t  

th e  number o f s tu d en ts  was la rg e , i t  touched upon th e  treasury*  Noting 

th a t  th e  re fe c to ry  should have been given a  more ex tensive  t r i a l ,  i t  sus­

ta in e d  th e  reasons fo r  i t s  discontinuance* The committee po in ted  out th a t  

th e  g rea t o b jec tio n  o f th e  middle and more humble c la s se s  to  th e  univer­

s i t y  was th a t  i t  favored th e  r ic h ,  and cu ts  in  both tu i t io n  and p ro fes­

s o r s ’ s a la r ie s  were suggested* I t  recommended s e c ta r ia n  n e u t r a l i ty ,  ex­

p ressed  approbation o f th e  g en era l re g u la tio n s , Mid reso lv ed  th a t  th e  

t r u s te e s  be in s tru c te d  to  p ro h ib it le c tu r in g  by th e  p ro fesso rs  to  p r i ­

v a te  c la s se s  fo r  gain* An emphatic p ro te s t  to  th e  t ru s te e s  a g a in s t t h i s  

r e s o lu tio n , signed by 162 m edical s tu d e n ts , ^  was pub lished , because 

t h i s  r u le  ap p lied  e sp e c ia lly  to  the  m edical fa c u lty , although re fe ren ce  

had been made to  one p ro fesso r (unnamed) in  th e  academic department •

speeches in  agreement w ith  the  committee. See Kentucky le p o r te r .  15 
(January 21, 1822), 3» 14 (December 17, 1821), 2*

3^ Wasterm M onitor. 8 (A p ril 9 , 1824), 3*
35 Kentucky R eporter. 17 (January 19, 1824), 3*

3^ Western M onitor. 11 (January 16, 1824), 3*
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Up to  1825 th e  B e lie f  p a r ty , follow ing an e a r ly  f rie n d sh ip  w ith th e  

u n iv e rs i ty ,  had given th e  school l i t t l e  support* With th e  development 

o f th e  New Court c o n f l ic t  i t  changed i t s  p o lic y  toward th e  school and 

a tta c k e d  th e  in s t i tu t io n  to  promote i t s e l f  p o l i t ic a l ly *  In  1823 th e

re p le v in  laws were declared  u n c o n s titu tio n a l by th e  c i r c u i t  cou rt in  Bour-
37 38bon County and by th e  court o f  appeals* The B e lie f  p a r ty  countered

39by reorgan iz ing  th e  co u rts  and rep laced  th e  opposition  judges* A

strenuous p o l i t i c a l  co n tes t follow ed, which la s te d  fo r  two y ears  and

f in a l ly  re s u lte d  in  v ic to ry  fo r  th e  Old Court p a rty  and th e  removal o f
40

th e  New Court judges* Economic l in e s  between c la s se s  in  th e  B e lie f

versus th e  A n ti-B e lie f  co n tes t had been w ell defined , but they  were even

more w idely  separated  now* I t  seemed lo g ic a l  fo r  th e  New Court p a r ty  to

a tta c k  th e  u n iv e rs ity , which had many tim es been accused of being an

a r i s to c r a t i c  in s t i tu t io n *  As r e l i e f  p o lic ie s  were g rad u a lly  abandoned,

th e  value o f  th e  currency in c reased , and th i s  was one reason  fo r  th e

a t ta c k  upon high s a la r ie s  and extravagance in  pub lic  o f f ic e s ,  p a r t ic u -
41l a r l y  in  th e  u n iv ersity *

37 C harles K err, E d ito r , H isto ry  of Kentucky, op* c i t . .  Vol* I I ,  
pp . 623-24*

3® Ifc ig ., V ol. I I ,  p . 626.
39 I b id . ,  V ol. I I ,  p . 629.
W  I b id *. V ol. I I ,  p . 63O.
3̂* S everal a r t i c l e s  signed "A R adical J r .*  appeared which were de­

signed  to  arouse popular fe e lin g  a g a in s t th e  u n iv e rs ity  and i t s  p ro fes­
s o rs . See Argus o f W estern America. 18 (Septamber 8 and October 12. 
1825), 3 , 2 .
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f a r th e r  charges a g a in s t th e  u n iv e rs ity .—Other charges were mad© 

a g a in s t H olley and th e  u n iv e rs ity : (1) th a t  $20,000 had been consumed

w ithout proper account; (2) th a t  th e  h igh cost o f  tu i t io n  and board ex­

cluded poor and m idd le-c lass  s tu d en ts  from th e  u n iv e rs ity ; (3 ) th a t  th e  

h igh  tu i t io n  r a te  perm itted  Holley to  l iv e  in  w ealth  and luxury ; (k) 

th a t  h is  s a la ry  was d isp ro p o rtio n a te ly  h ig h , compared w ith  o th e r o f f ic e r s  

o f  government; (5) th a t  he was a  F e d e ra lis t  and taught Federalism ; (6 ) 

th a t  he c a r r ie d  h is  a r i s to c r a t ic  p r in c ip le s  so f a r  as to  s ta te  th a t  ranks 

based on e a r th ly  achievements were c a rr ie d  to  heaven; and (7 ) th a t  he s e t  

an example o f  gay l iv in g  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts , and tended to  destroy  th e  

s tu d e n ts ' h a b its  o f  research  and study* An a r t i c le  signed "An O bserv ist" 

questioned  whether H olley had attem pted to  become a member o f  the  H art­

fo rd  convention w ithout being d e legated  by any le g is la tu r e  o r o th e r
I  A

group* Another a r t i c l e  po in ted  out th a t  Je sse  Bledsoe had been 

"organised" out o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  fo r  Republican p o l i t i c s ,  although i t  

was w e ll e s ta b lish e d  th a t  h is  frequen t in to x ic a tio n  had caused h is  d ie -
I <2

m issal*  fh e  F rankfort Commentator answered "A R adical J r . "  in  p a r t ,  ^  

bu t th e  R eporter in  an e d i to r ia l  drew a s tr ik in g  p ic tu re  o f th e  un iver­

s i t y ' s  opponents:

A few o f th e  jacob in  co n sp ira to rs  a g a in s t the l i b e r t i e s  o f  th e  
peop le , l a t e l y  assembled to g e th e r in  Caucus, a t  m idnight, and reso lved  
to  attem pt to  humbug th e  people on th e  su b jec t o f T ransylvania U niver­
s i t y .  Their o b jec t i s  to  produce excitem ent, r a is e  a m oke, and th u s

42 Georgetown S e n tin e l. 7 (November 25, 1825), 1 .

^C om m entato r, 9 (October 22 ,  1825), 1 . Bledsoe developed in to  
one o f  K entucky's most g i f te d  o ra to rs*

^  Commentator. 9 (October 1 , 1825), 3*
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d iv e r t  pub lic  a t te n t io n  from them selves and th e i r  treaso n ab le  designs 
a g a in s t the  C o n s titu tio n .—Orders accord ing ly  were issu ed  to  th e i r  
J a n is a r ie s  to  commence war upon the P re s id e n t, and r in g  th e  charges 
o f  Dandyism, Deism and Federalism . Decency i s  Federalism  w ith  th ese  
d is o rg a n iz e s ;  l i b e r a l i t y  in  re l ig io n  i s  deism; to  re sp ec t th e  laws 
and the  C o n stitu tio n  o f  th e  country , more e sp e c ia lly  to  pay one’s 
ju s t  d eb ts , i s  rank fed era lism , according to  th e  new th eo ry  o f  p o l i t i c s .
To s lan d er and v i l l i f y  a l l  who w i l l  no t bow to  th e  New C ourt, th e  
Governor, and th e  Governor’s son, Is a a c , i s  ex ce llen t proof o f  
democracy and h igh-toned  repub lican  z e a l .  The P re s id en t, however, 
re g a rd le ss  o f  th e  m alice o f enemies or stratagem s o f p a r ty , pursues 
th e  even ten o r  o f  h is  ways. He g ives in s tru c t io n  to  two c la s se s  d a ily , 
superin tends th e  government o f th e  i n s t i tu t io n ,  in  a l l  i t s  departm ents 
and ra m if ic a tio n s , and rece iv es  h is  pay as  u su a l in  commonwealth ra g s . 
N otw ithstanding a l l  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and re lig io u s  fa n a tic s  
to  p u l l  him down, to  keep away student s ,  and to  in ju re  th e  in s t i tu t io n ,  
i t  s t i l l  f lo u r is h e s ,  th e  number o f studen ts continues to  in c re a se : th e  
p res id en t as y e t stands e re c t amid th e  storm , enjoying as  h e re to fo re  th e  
confidence, esteem and love o f h is  p u p ils  and fellow  c i t iz e n s .  As to  h is  
p o l i t i c s ,  we b e lie v e  th e re  i s  more genuine republicanism  in  h is  l i t t l e  
f in g e r  than in  the  whole bench of new ju d g es. His r e l ig io n  p icks no 
man s  pocket. .He ought in  mercy to  be allow ed to  e a t ,  s leep  and d ress  
as  he l i s t s *  4©

I t  was no t proved th a t  H olley taugh t F e d e ra lis t  p o l i t i c s .  On seme 

occasions th e  s tu d en ts  argued p o l i t i c a l  q u es tio n s , b a t in  most cases th ey  

were not perm itted  th i s  p r iv i le g e .  ^  H olley was known to  favo r a g re a te r  

c e n tra l iz a t io n  o f  power, bu t n o t n e c e s sa r ily  F e d e ra lis t  p o l i t i c s .

Governor’s h o s t i l i t y  toward T ransylvania. —Governor Desha, a s  le a d e r  

o f  th e  R e lie f  p a rty  in  Kentucky, was bound to  a t ta c k  th e  u n iv e rs ity . In

45 Isaac  Desha had been condemned as a murderer and pardoned by h is  
f a th e r .

** Kentucky R eporter. 18 (October 24, 1825), 3 .
47 Charles Caldw ell, . . . Rev. Horace H olley. LL.D. .  op. p i t . ,  

pp . 237-38 o f  Appendix* Caldwell wrote th a t  to p ic s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  passion  
were • 'r ig id ly  excluded" from th e  h a l l s  o f the  u n iv e rs i ty . Ib id . .  p . 238 
o f Appendix.

^  Ib id *. P* 238 of Appendix.
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an im personal a t ta c k  in  h is  message o f 1825> he to ld  again  o f  th e

heavy endowment, extravagance, overpaid p res id en t and p ro fe s so rs , ex­

ce ss iv e  t u i t i o n ,  exclusion  o f th e  poor, and th e  general f a i lu r e  o f th e  

school to  f u l f i l l  i t s  ambitions* As th e  o f f i c i a l  re p re se n ta tiv e  fo r  

Kentucky, Desha expressed th e  s t a t e 's  o f f i c i a l  in g ra ti tu d e  to  H olley

fo r  h is  e f fo r ts  in  t r a in in g  th e  c la s s  o f 1824 in  th e  above manner. This
50c la s s  produced some o f  th e  most ta le n te d  men in  Kentucky's h is to ry *

The General Assembly, in  response to  th e  G overnor's message and o th e r

charges ag a in s t the u n iv e rs ity , prepared f i f t e e n  questions which were

forwarded to  th e  tru s te e s*  John B radford, chairman, subm itted answers
51to  th ese  questions w ith  documents to  prove h is  p o in ts .

Again i n  1826, Desha in  h is  message s ta te d  th a t  T ransylvania was 

a c c e ss ib le  only  to  th e  w ealthy, th a t  i t  d id  no t provide an adequate re tu rn  

f o r  th e  s t a t e 's  " l ib e r a l i ty , "  and th a t ,  though re sp e c ta b le , i t  ceased to  

u n ite  th e  confidence and a f fe c tio n s  o f th e  people. The senate  rep ea ted  

a  proposal from th e  house th a t  a new in v e s tig a tio n  o f  the u n iv e rs ity  be

^  Jo u rn a l o f  the House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es. 34th Assembly (November 
7 , 1825, PP* 1-5•

5© see  A llen  Johnson and Dumas Malone, E d ito rs ,  D ictionary  of 
American Biography. Index V ol. I-XX, pp . 342-43. New York: C harles 
S c r ib n e r 's  Sons, 1937. This index l i s t s  e ig h ty -s ix  men who a ttended  
T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  from 1780-1865, and a number o f them were members 
o f  th e  c la s s  o f  1324* Je ffe rso n  Davis was a s tuden t th a t  y e a r .

Journal o f th e  House of R ep resen ta tiv es. 34th  Assembly (November 
7 , 1825 -  December 21, 1825), December 1? , 1825, p . 431*

Argus o f Western America. 19 (December 6 ,  1826), 1 , d e liv e red  
December 4 , 1826.
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made* ^

P resb y te rian  attem pt to  recover p roperty  .—-The c le rg y  and e ld e rs  o f

th e  Synod of the P resb y te rian  Church o f Kentucky subm itted a memorial to

th e  le g is la tu r e  o f 1326-27 as fo llow s:

The speaker l a id  befo re  th e  house th e  memorial of th e  c le rg y  and 
e ld e rs  o f th e  Synod o f  th e  P resb y te rian  Church o f Kentucky, rep resen t­
ing  th a t  a v a r ie ty  o f  p ro p erty  belonging to  th e i r  so c ie ty , a s  th e  funds 
o f  th e  l a t e  Kentucky Aeadeay, and now in  possession  o f  the T rustees o f  
th e  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , was taken  from th e i r  possession  and co n tro l 
by th e  a c t  o f th e  L e g is la tu re , passed in  th e  sess io n  1317-1318, by which 
th e  T rustees were removed from o f f ic e ,  co n tra ry  to  th e i r  consent and th e  
s t ip u la t io n s  contained in  th e  c h a r te r  o f union between th e  Kentucky Acade­
my and th e  Transylvania Seminary, and praying th a t  th e  ea id  p ro p erty , or 
i t s  va lu e , may be p a id  oyer to  th e  T rustees o f  th e  Centre College o f 
Kentucky, a t  D anville* 54

55A fter t h i s  proposal was re fe r re d  to  th e  committee o f  c la im s, and

a f t e r  th e  re c e ip t o f  a l e t t e r  from John Bradford, Chairman o f  th e  Board
56o f  T ru s tees, probably concerning th i s  p e t i t io n ,  a  re so lu tio n  from th e

57committee o f claim s denied th e  p e t i t io n ,  and the  Old Court le g is la ­

tu re  o f 1826-27 upheld a c tio n  of th e  le g is la tu r e  o f 1817- 18 .  ^

H o lley 's  W ithdrawal, A D efeat o f  L iberalism

R esignation  and d ec lin e  in  enrollm ent *—Holley ev id en tly  f e l t  th a t  he

53 Jo u rn a l o f  th e  House o f R epresentatives* 34th Assembly (November
7 , 1825 -  December 21, 1825), November 8 , and 13, 1825, pp. 5, 76-8* This
was th e  sess io n  th a t  ousted  th e  New Court.

54 I b id . ,  35th Assembly (December 4 , 1826 -  January 25, 1827), Decem­
b er 5, 1826, pp . 21-2.

55 Ib id . .  p . 22.
56 Ib id . .  January 18, 1827, P. 282.
57 Ib id . .  January 19, 1827, p . 288.
58 a memorial o f  t h i s  n a tu re  was prepared in  O ctober, 1824. See
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had w ithstood  a  g re a t d ea l ©f abuse, bu t w ith Governor Desha’s f i r s t  

a t ta c k  upon th e  u n iv e rs ity  he -could w ithstand  no more* Although con­

tem plating  h is  departure  from Lexington in  March, 1826, h is  f r ie n d s  in -
59fluenced  Him to  r e t r a c t  h is  resignation*  Three s ig n if ic a n t  f a c to rs  

le d  to  h is  f in a l  re s ig n a tio n  a t  th e  c lo se  o f th e  academic y e a r , 1826-27* 

These were: (1) His d e c la ra tio n  o f in te n tio n  to  re s ig n  e a r l i e r  had

caused a  sharp decrease in  th e  enrollm ent o f  students*  The t o t a l  number 

had f a l le n  from 419 in  January , 1826, to  286 in  January , 1827* The 

academic department had recorded a d ec lin e  o f 42, the  m edieal department 

a  decrease o f  92, and th e  law school was suspended* ^  (2) H olley’s 

s a la ry  was reduced by $1,000 per year in  O ctober, 1826* ^  (3 ) Governor 

Desha launched a new a t ta c k , as mentioned previously* The decline in  

th e  student, enrollm ent upon H olley’s removal from th e  u n iv e rs i ty  was 

g re a te r  than  in  the  previous y ea r , f a l l in g  in  December, 1827, to  184 

s tu d e n ts , 157 m edieal and 27 academic*
«

P re s id e n t’s  r e p o r t*—H olley  summarized h is  accomplishments w hile 

head o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  a f in a l  re p o rt dated  March 24, 1827, th e  ef­

f e c t iv e  d a te  o f  h is  resignation*  ^  He p o in ted  e sp e c ia lly  to  th e  excel­

le n t  maintenance o f  u n iv e rs ity  p ro p erty , expansion o f  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a

Eobert Davidson, H isto ry  o f th e  P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky, pp* 
314-15, n* Hew York: Eobert C arter C o., 1847* I t  has no t been lea rn ed  
whether th i s  memorial was p resen ted  to  th e  le g is la tu re *

59 Charles Caldw ell, * .  * Eev* Horace H olley. LL.D. . op. c i t . .  
p* 267 o f Appendix*

60 "T rustees B eport, December 21, 1827.” M anuscript. Transylvania 
C ollege, Lexington*

61  I b id .
62 Charles C aldw ell, * * .  Eev* Horace Holley* LL.D.« on* c i t *. pp* 

207-16 o f  Appendix. This re p o rt i s  dated  March 24, 1827.
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tremendous in c rease  i n  graduates* The combined academic, p rep ara to ry , 

m ed ica l, and law l ib r a r i e s  contained more than  8,500  volumes, over e ig h ty  

p e r  cent o f which had been acquired  during H o lley 's  adm in istra tion*  In  

a d d itio n , th e re  was an in c rease  in  th e  mathematics and n a tu ra l  philosophy 

apparatus by im ports re c e n tly  from France. Holley s ta te d  th a t  th e  cur­

ricu lum  was " f u l l ,  and i s  found on experiment to  be w e ll arranged and 

w e ll adapted to  th e  s ta te  o f th e  in s t i t u t i o n . 11 He w rote fu r th e r  th a t  i t  

had been in c reased  g rad u a lly , " u n t i l  i t  i s  equal, a s  i t  i s  b e liev ed , to  

th a t  o f  our o ld e s t and b e s t  sem inaries*" Me added th a t  th e  te x t  books 

would undoubtedly continue u se fu l f o r  a long tim e, ^  and po in ted  out 

th e  need fo r  in s tru c t io n  in  modern languages and fo r  th e  e a r ly  re v iv a l 

o f  th e  law school. The most im pressive p o in t in  h is  re p o rt was th e  f a c t  

t h a t ,  w hile only  twenty-two degrees had been gran ted  in  th e  preceding 

p e rio d , 1799-1818, under H olley’s ad m in is tra tio n  of n ine  y ea rs  degrees

had been conferred  upon 558 alum ni, under cond itions o f a g re a tly  ex tend-
6Led curriculum  and more severe and exact examinations* H olley w ro te♦

I  should be ju s t ly  charged w ith in s e n s ib i l i ty  i f  I  d id  no t s ta te  
t h i s  f a c t  w ith p r id e , and remember i t  w ith  d e lig h t,  w hile I  r e f l e c t  w ith  
g ra titu d e  upon your constan t cooperation , and th a t  o f  my ab le  and f a i th ­
f u l  co lleagues in  th e  resp o n sib le  ta s k  o f in s tru c t io n .  This alone i s ,  
and w iU  be considered  by th e  candid p u b lic  a s  a f u l l  and unanswerable 
r e fu ta t io n  o f  th e  calum ies which our enemies have inven ted  and in d u s tr io u s­
ly  c irc u la te d . We a re  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c o n tra s t .  Are they?

I f  Robert D avidson 's h is to ry  o f th e  P re sb y te rian s ’ accomplishments 

Ib id * . p* 210 o f Appendix.

64 M i  •
^  Ib id * , PP* 210-11 o f Appendix*
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i n  education in  Kentucky was re p re se n ta tiv e  ©f th e  P re sb y te r ia n s ’ views 

g e n e ra lly , th ey  were e la te d  over t h e i r  d e fea t o f l i b e r a l  education in  

Kentucky* ^

Departure fo r  L ouisiana.—Lexington* 3 fa rew e ll to  H olley upon h is  

d epartu re  proved th a t  he had made a  deep im pression upon th e  c i t iz e n s  o f 

t h i s  community during h is  s tay  o f  n in e  y e a rs . S tudents o f  th e  Union Phi­

lo so p h ica l S o e ie ty , one o f th e  two lead in g  l i t e r a r y  s o c ie tie s  in  th e  uni­

v e r s i ty ,  extended th e i r  ap p rec ia tio n  o f h is  se rv ic e s : "You a re  dear to

u s , because you have extended your fo s te r in g  arms to  a s s i s t  us as  a 

so c ie ty , and have guarded w ith th e  w atchfu l a f fe e tio n  o f  a p a re n t, th e  

p u r ity  o f  our m orals and the p ro p rie ty  o f our conduct: and because you 

have been th e  c u l t iv a to r  o f  o a r m inds.” H olley answered th i s  commu­

n ic a tio n  w ith  a s im ila r  ap p rec ia tiv e  no te  in  which he r e c a l le d  t h e i r  con­

t r ib u t io n  to  th e  m o ra lity  o f T ransy lvan ia , and po in ted  out th a t  more a c tiv e  

f r ie n d s  o f  education  in  Kentucky were needed, a s  w e ll a s  g re a te r  endow­

ments* In  h is  comment upon h is  enemies’ a c t i v i t i e s ,  he w rote:

I  wish never to  fo rg e t th e  p e rio d , which I  have spent in  t h i s  place*
I  have experienced incomparably more b le ss in g s  than  e v i l s ,  and have found 
v a s tly  more f r ie n d s  th an  enemies. The ingen ious, the l i b e r a l ,  th e  mag­
nanimous, have cooperated w ith mej th e  ch a rac te r  o f  th o se , who have as­
s a ile d  me, I  w il l  no t now tak e  time to  d e lin e a te . They have noth ing  to  
do w ith  my determ ination  to  go or s ta y . My b e s t  enjoyments they  have

66 gee chap ter IX, Eobert Davidson, H isto ry  of th e  P resb y te rian  
Church in  Kentucky* pp. 288-320. New York: Eobert C arte r  Co., 1847.

67 " L e tte r  from th e  Union P h ilo so p h ica l S o c ie ty , s igned , W* T. 
Cocker i l l ,  E . W. S c o tt , G. W. W eisinger, March 2 , 1827.” M anuscript. 
Transylvania C ollege, Lexington.
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never reached; th ey  have brought upon them selves f a r  more su ffe rin g  than  
upon me* When th e y  become good men, may God b le s s  them* In c id e n ta lly  
th ey  a t t r a c t  my a t te n t io n :  I  th in k  o f you spontaneously, o f  them w ith  an
e f f o r t .  68

H olley was given a  fa re w e ll p a r ty  by a la rg e  group o f  f r ie n d s  and 

adm irers upon h is  departure from Lexington. Although he had been em­

ployed to  a id  in  the  establishm ent o f a u n iv e rs ity  in  L ou isiana, H olley’s 

c a re e r  was cu t sh o rt when he co n trac ted  a f a t a l  i l l n e s s  w hile on an ocean 

voyage sh o rtly  a f t e r  h is  dep artu re  from Lexington.

Defeat o f  L ib e ra l Kentuckians

In v e s tig a tio n  by th e  House.--T he t ru s te e s  accepted H o lley 's  re p o rt 

w ith  high approbation , n eg o tia ted  w ith  Rev. Thomas McAuley and Eev.

Alva Woods regarding  th e  p residency , ta ck led  th e  b ig  f in a n c ia l  problem 

ahead, r a is in g  $11,000  through lo c a l  su b sc rip tio n s , and began a new medi­

c a l  b u ild in g . l e t  th e  t ru s te e s  foresaw the  need fo r  a s s is ta n c e  in  th e

n ea r fu tu re  and on December 10, 1827, sen t a memorial to  th e  le g is la tu r e
70asking  fo r support. Governor Desha, however, in  h is  message o f  1827 

s ta te d  th e re  was t a lk  th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  had n o t proceeded w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  

ca re  in  handling the u n iv e r s i ty 's  funds, and c a lle d  f o r  a  le g i s la t iv e  in ­

v e s tig a tio n  to  e s ta b lis h  th e  f a c t s .  A fte r a jo in t  committee was suggested

68 t«H@race H olley , to  th e  Union P h ilo soph ica l S o c ie ty , March 3 ,
1827.* M anuscript. T ransylvania C o llege, Lexington.

69 C harles C aldw ell, .  ♦ ♦ Rev. Horace H olley. LL.D. .  op.  c i t . .  
pp . 215-16 o f Appendix.

9® "Memorial to  th e  L e g is la tu re , December 10, 1827.** M anuscript. 
T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington*
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71in  th e  house, on December 14, 1827, th e  house reso lved  to  in v e s tig a te

independently . ^  A fte r  a  re so lu tio n  req u irin g  th e  committee to  v i s i t
73th e  u n iv e rs i ty  was ta b le d , th e  t ru s te e s  subm itted a long l e t t e r  answ er-

74ing  questions forwarded by th e  committee. The t ru s te e s  were in te n t  

upon ju s t i fy in g  th e i r  ad m in is tra tio n  and on January 23, 1828,  th e  com­

m i t te e 's  chairman rep o rted :

lo u r  committee f in d  th e  re p o rt o f the  t ru s te e s  o f th a t  in s t i tu t io n  
a  co rre c t expose o f i t s  s i tu a t io n  and means. They have in v e s tig a te d  th e  
conduct o f  th e  t ru s te e s  in  i t s  management,  and b e liev e  th a t  th e y  have 
ac ted  w ith  a  view to  promote i t s  p ro sp e r ity : bu t th ey  f in d  th a t  g rea t
d is s a t is f a c t io n  has p re v a ile d  in  th e  pub lic  mind in  r e la t io n  to  t h i s  
in s t i tu t io n  and i t s  concerns. For th e  purpose o f giving s a t is f a c t io n  
to  th e  p u b lic , to  give confidence, and to  u n ite  th e  g rea t body of th e  
people in  support o f  th i s  once ce le b ra te d  in s t i tu t io n  o f  le a rn in g , your 
committee th e re fo re  recommend a  new e le c tio n  of t r u s te e s .  75

The t ru s te e s  had asked fo r th e  e le c tio n  o f a  new board; th e  com-
76m itte e  a lso  recommended th i s  a c t io n .  A new board o f  t ru s te e s  was

77appointed by th e  s t a t e  le g is la tu r e ;  however, i t  contained a l l  th e  o ld

members except th re e ,  who wished to  re s ig n . Since th e re  had been an ex- 
78is t in g  vacancy, fo u r new t ru s te e s  in  a l l  were appointed to  th e  board .

7̂ - Jo u rn al o f  th e  House of R ep resen ta tiv es. 36th  Assembly (Become 
b er 3* 1827 -  February 13, 1828), December 107”1827, p . 69.

72 Jou rna l o f th e  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es. 36th  Assembly (Decem­
b er 3 ,  1827 -  February 13, 1828), December 1 4 ,1 8 2 7 , p . 103*

73 Ib id . .  December 22, 1827* p . 134*
74 "To th e  Senate and House o f R epresen ta tives fo r  th e  S ta te  o f  

Kentucky, December 31* 1827." M anuscript* Transylvania C ollege, Lex­
in g to n . Also in  Journal o f th e  Senate. 1827-28.

75 Jo u rn a l o f th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es . 36th  Assembly (Decem­
b e r 3, 1827 - February I3, 1828), January 23, 1828, pp. 250-51.

76 Kentucky R eporter. 21 (March 19, 1828), 3 (Copy o f r e p o r t ) .
77 Jo u rn a l o f  th e  House o f  R ep resen ta tiv es . 36th  Assembly, op. c i t . .  

January 31* 1828, p .  252.
Kentucky R eporter. 21 (March 19, 1828), 3 .

78 I b id . .  p . 252* The vo te  was 27 to  63 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



181

sen a te  in v e s tig a tio n .—The senate  conducted a sep ara te  in v e s tig a tio n , 

which a lso  proved th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  had no t been c a re le s s  w ith  re sp e c t to  

th e  M orrison bequest* Humors had c irc u la te d  to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  Henry 

Clay had h e ld  th e  res id u ary  legacy  un law fu lly , bu t the  committee v in d i­

c a ted  th e  t ru s te e s  completely* A charge th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  had used th e i r  

O ffices  fo r  p o l i t i c a l  ga in  was quashed w ith  equal f in a l i t y .  On th e  l a t t e r  

p o in t th e  committee rep o rted :

In  r e la t io n  to  th e  o ther charge, . . .  th a t  th e  T rustees were in ­
fluenced  in  th e i r  e le c tio n s  by p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i a l i t i e s ,  th e  Committee 
w i l l  s t a t e ,  th a t  i t  appeared th a t  most o f  th e  vacancies in  th e  Board 
o f  T rustees had been f i l l e d  by men e n te r ta in in g  the  same p o l i t i c a l  
opinions w ith  th e  m a jo rity  o f th e  Board who e le c te d  them* I t  a lso  
appeared th e re  had been seme e le c te d  o f opposite  p o l i t i c a l  sen tim en ts; 
th a t  th e  e le c tio n  o f T reasurer and C lerk to  th e  T rustees had occurred 
tw ice s ince  th e  form ation o f th e  p resen t Board, and th a t  in  each o f 
th e se  in s tan ce s  a gentleman opposed in  p o l i t i e s ,  to  a  m ajo rity  o f  th e  
Board had been chosen; and f u r th e r ,  th a t  th ese  a re  s a la r ie d  o f f ic e r s ,  
when th e  t ru s te e s  them selves rece iv e  n o th in g . I t  f u r th e r  appeared, 
th a t  in  th e  e le c tio n  o f  th e  P ro fesso r o f  Law in  th e  U n iversity  a t  
se v e ra l d if fe re n t  tim es, th re e  men had been chosen who d if fe re d , and 
two who agreed , w ith them in  p o l i t i c s ;  and a t  o th e r tim es two who were 
n o t c i t iz e n s  o f t h i s  s ta t e ,  and o f  course who were no t supposed to  have 
taken  s id es  on th e  p o l i t i c a l  questions a llu d ed  t o ,  were a lso  chosen*
I t  fu r th e r  appeared, th a t  th e  c ap ac ity  o r q u a lif ic a tio n s  o f  th e  Trus­
te e s  so e le c te d  were not c a lle d  in  q u estio n , even by those  who were 
opposed to  them in  p o l i t i c a l  sen tim en ts. The committee would, i t  i s  
b e liev ed , exceed th e  bounds o f  t h e i r  duty  and t h e i r  p r iv ile g e s  t© 
a t t r ib u te  to  improper m otives in  th e  Tr u s te e s , t h a t ,  which so f a r  a s  
th e  committee can know, was th e  r e s u l t  o f a  f u l l  d e lib e ra tio n , and o f 
a  consciousness o f r e c t i tu d e  in  th e  d ischarge o f  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  duty* ' '

F a ilu re  o f  l i b e r a l  u n iv e rs ity  p lan *—The am bition to  e s ta b lis h  a 

g re a t c e n tra l  l i b e r a l  u n iv e rs ity , open to  a l l  re l ig io u s  denominations 

and adm in istered  in  accordance w ith  a l i b e r a l  philosophy, while very 
n e a r ly  re a liz e d  during th e  nine years  o f  H olley’s ad m in is tra tio n , was

79 Kentucky R eporter. 21 (March 19, 1828), 3*
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overwhelmingly d e fea ted . So com pletely quashed, was th e  id e a l  o f  a  g re a t

l i b e r a l  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity , th a t  f i f t y  years  passed befo re  S ta te  C ollege,

Lexington, Kentucky, was e s ta b lish e d  in  1878. While S ta te  College was

th e  extended Kentucky A g ricu ltu ra l and Mechanical College e s ta b lish e d  in

1865, i t  was no t f re e  from Kentucky U n iv ers ity , a s e c ta r ia n  (B isc ip le s  o f

C h r is t)  in s t i tu t io n  u n t i l  1878* Even Henry Clay was o f  th e  same opinion

a s  th e  f a c u lty ,  who requested  a  clergyman as  H olley’s successor s h o r tly
81

p r io r  to  th e  l e t t e r ' s  re s ig n a tio n . By th i s  a c tio n  th e  fa c u lty  had 

hoped to  c o n c il ia te  th e  re l ig io u s  denominations* None bu t th e  b o ld est 

o f  men would expose h is  re p u ta tio n  and ta le n ts  to  such an  onslaught as  

th a t  su ffe red  by Holley} and none but an i r r a t io n a l  board o f  t ru s te e s  

would in v i te  such opposition  to  t h e i r  school*

But o f a  more se rio u s  n a tu re  were o th e r fast-m oving geographical 

and economic f a c to rs .  B7 th e  end o f  th e  H olley perio d  steam nav iga tion  

had become p r a c t ic a l  up and down the  O hio-M ississippi w ater route* This 

tra n sp o r ta tio n  development, along w ith  th e  exodus o f  Kentuckians toward 

th e  new rapidly-m oving Western f r o n t ie r ,  accounted fo r  a red u c tio n  in  

L ex ing ton 's  r e la t iv e  im portance as  a commercial and in d u s t r ia l  c i ty .

W ith th e  development o f  th e  r iv e r  c i t i e s ,  L o u isv ille  and C in c in n a ti, 

new c u ltu ra l  cen te rs  a rose  t o  challenge L exing ton 's supremacy; th e  

c h a rte rin g  o f  co lleg es  was h igh on th e  agenda o f  developmental p o lic ie s

H arry 1 .  Lynn, "Henry Clay and Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  p . 48* 
Unpublished M aste r 's  th e s i s ,  U n iv e rsity  o f Kentucky, 1930.

81 "L e tte r  to  t r u s te e s ,  January 12, 1827, signed John Roche, Thomas 
J .  Mathews, George S* Chapman*" Manuscript* Transylvania C ollege, Lex­
ington*
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o f  th e se  c i t ie s *  Several m edical schools were e s ta b lish e d  in  C in c in n a ti, 

and Dr. Daniel Drake, who had been a ttach ed  to  T ran sy lv an ia 's  m edical 

f a c u lty ,  soon became a g rea t m edical educational le a d e r , adept a t  open­

ing  new competing m edical schools. Any weakening o f T ran sy lv an ia 's  medi­

c a l  school, which en ro lle d  th e  bulk  o f  th e  sc h o o l's  s tu d en ts , worked to  

th e  disadvantage o f the  e n t i re  u n iv e rs ity . Lexington was beginning to  

experience d i f f i c u l ty  in  ob ta in ing  s u f f ic ie n t  anatom ical specimens, s ick  

su b je c ts , and h o s p ita l f a c i l i t i e s .  The la rg e r  c i t i e s  o ffe red  more oppor­

tu n i t i e s  f o r  a  m edical school, but th e  v ested  in te r e s t s  o f  Lexington were 

s tro n g  and th e  m edical sc h o o l's  fa c u lty  was determ ined and tenacious in  

i t s  f ig h t  a g a in s t th e  new com petition.

The P ro fe ss io n a l Schools, 1825-1828

There was a se rio u s  decline  in  th e  m edical school in  1826 and th e  

law school became in a c tiv e  fo r  th re e  y ears  beginning in  t h i s  y e a r . 'While 

causes o f dec line  o f the  u n iv e rs ity  g en e ra lly  have been a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  

e f f e c ts  o f  th e  controversy  between lib e ra lis m  and sec ta rian ism , f in a n c ia l  

reasons such a s  th e  e f fe c t iv e  in crease  o f  th i r ty - th r e e  per cent in  medi­

c a l  school tu i t io n s  should be taken  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n , as w e ll a s  th e  

g en era l u nstab le  economic cond itions during th i s  p eriod .

Expansion o f  m edical school f a c i l i t i e s  . —With a steady  in c rease  in

enrollments, the medical school had by January, 1826, surpassed a~n of
th e  o ld e r m edical schools in  America except one, in  term s o f numbers o f 

82s tu d e n ts . The drop in  enrollm ent from 281 to  190 in  1826-27 was due

82 "Kentucky," N iles  Weekly R e g is te r . 24 (January 21, 1826), 326.
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to  th e  genera l economic conditions in  Kentucky and o th e r fa c to rs  p rev i­

ously  r e la te d ,  bu t more s p e c if ic a l ly  to  an e f fe c tiv e  in c rease  in  tu i t io n  

amounting to  about th i r ty - th r e e  per c e n t. In  O ctober, 1825, th e  fa c u lty  

o f  th e  m edical school announced th a t  th e  "P rofessors w i l l  re c e iv e , as  

they  have done h e re to fo re , th e  paper o f th e  Commonwealth•s Bank a t  p a r ,"  J

but by Ju ly , 1826, th e  fa c u lty  ad v e rtised  th a t  "specie  o r i t s  equ ivalen t
84w i l l  be expected ." The paper currency of Kentucky had dep rec ia ted  by 

85about o n e - th ird . The enrollm ent dropped again  in  1827-28 to  152, but

t h i s  was th e  low est f ig u re  p r io r  to  1848- 49 ,  when th e  school began to  do- 
86c l in e .  The m edical school, which h e ld  separa te  commencements, g raduat­

ed s ix ty - f iv e ,  f i f ty - th r e e ,  and f i f ty - th r e e ,  re sp e c tiv e ly , fo r  the th re e
87academic y ears  considered . I t s  in flu en ce  in  th e  South and West can

be dem onstrated to  some ex ten t by th e  g raduates o f  1827,  who h a ile d  from

te n  s ta te s :  Kentucky (1 9 ), Tennessee (9 ) ,  V irg in ia  (8 ) ,  South C arolina

(5 ) , Alabama (4 ) ,  M iss iss ip p i (3)> M issouri (2 ) ,  New York (1 ) ,  North
88C arolina (1 ) ,  and Louisiana (1 ) .

Kentucky R eporter. 18 (October 3 ,  1825), 2 .
Kentucky R eporter. 19 (Ju ly  21, 1826), 3 .

^5 Charles Caldw ell, A Report Made to  th e  L e g is la tu re  o f  Kentucky 
on th e  M edical Department. T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . February 15. 1836. 
p . 9 . Lexington: J .  C larke and C o., I 826 .

86 A Catalogue o f  th e  O ffice rs  and S tudents in  th e  M edical Depart­
ment o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity . January . 1840. p . 12. Lexington: The 
U n iv e rs ity , I 84O.

87 Ibid.. January, 1840, p. 2 3*
Transylvania U n iv ersity  M edical Department Commencement Program. 

March 16 th , 1827, pp. 1 -2 . Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1827.
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A new bu ild ing  was e rec ted  in  1827 by th e  p ro fesso rs  them selves,

••partly  from th e i r  own re so u rces , and p a r t  by a stock-fond on which th ey
89pay in t e r e s t . "  This b u ild in g  was used by th e  m edical school u n t i l

1840, when the  bu ild ing  of a new m edical h a l l ,  which was begun in  1839,
90

was completed#

(a) MEDICAL SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS.—In  February, 1828, The T ransylvania

Jo u rn a l o f Medicine and the A ssociate Sciences was launched by th e  fa c u lty

o f  th e  m edieal school w ith  John 1 .  Cooke, M.D., P ro fesso r o f Theory and

P ra c tic e  o f M edicine, and Charles W. S h o rt, M.D., P ro fesso r o f M ateria
91Mediea and M edieal Botany, as  e d i to r s .  A review er wrote th a t  "on th e

whole, in  p o in t o f  p u r ity  and ca re fu ln ess  o f  s ty le ,  and a s  f a r  as  we a re

q u a lif ie d  to  judge, o f u t i l i t y ,  importance and trea tm en t o f th e  a r t i c l e s ,

t h i s  jo u rn a l need no t f e a r  to  i n s t i t u t e  a comparison w ith  th e  proudest
92th a t  our country has produced.* A y ear l a t e r  ano ther rev iew er, in  

p ra is in g  th i s  jo u rn a l, w rote: "We do no t see a  handsomer o r  more cor­

r e c t ly  p r in te d  work o f th e  k ind in  th e  U nited S ta te s ."  ^  This jo u rn a l

89 Charles Caldw ell, A Report Made to  th e  L eg is la tu re  o f Kentucky 
on th e  M edical Department. Transylvania U n iv e rs ity . February 15. 1826. 
p . 1 0 . Lexington: J .  Clarke and Co., I 83&.

90 "Minutes o f th e  M edical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, August 1? , 1840,« pp. 212-13*

91 The Transylvania Journal o f Medicine and th e  A ssocia te  Sciences. 
1-12 (February, 1828 -  November, 1839).

92 A lbert G. M eriwether, "Review of The Transylvania Jo u rn a l o f Medi­
c in e  and A ssocia te  S ciences,"  The W estern Monthly Review. 1 (A p ril, 1828), 
754*

93 Timothy F l in t ,  "Transylvania Jo u rn a l o f Medicine and A ssociate  
S c iences,"  The Western Monthly Review. 2 (February, 1829), 403.
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was continued through twelve volumes, but was allowed to  la p se  in  1839*

Another jo u rn a l, e n t i t le d  th e  Transylvania M edical Jo u rn a l, was published

by th e  m edieal school fa c u lty  from 1849 t o  1853.

C r is is  in  law school. —The t ru s te e s  rep o rted  th a t  th e  law school was

n o t a c tiv e  fo r  a  perio d  o f th re e  y e a rs , 1826-27, 1827-28, and 1828-29? ^
95however, th e re  were t h i r t y  s tu d en ts  en ro lle d  in  1825-26. Although

newspaper announcements s ta te d  th a t  th e  law le c tu re s  fo r  th e  y e a r , 1825-
9626, were to  be given by Jesse  Bledsoe and C harles Humphreys, apparen tly

B ledsoe 's  se rv ic e s  were te rm inated  in  October, 1825, because o f h is  f r e -
97quent in to x ic a tio n . Again, p r io r  to  th e  scheduled opening o f  th e  1826-

QO
27 law sess io n , announcements o f law le c tu re s  by Humphreys were made,

bu t th e  t ru s te e s  announced l a t e r  th a t  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  law school
99were suspended because competent p ro fesso rs  could n o t be secured .

N iles  Weekly R eg is te r  c a r r ie d  an a r t i c l e  s ta t in g  th a t  a "Mr. L ivingston" 

o f  Louisiana had bean s o l ic i te d  by the  t ru s te e s  of T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y  " to  d e liv e r  le c tu re s  on law in  th a t  i n s t i tu t io n ,  fo r  th re e  months

94 "Report o f th e  T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity  to  th e  Senate 
and House o f  R epresen ta tives o f  th e  S ta te  o f Kentucky, in  L e g is la tiv e  
Assembly convened," Kentucky R eporter. 21 (A p ril 2 , 1828), 1 .

^  A Catalogue o f th e  O ffic e rs  and S tudents o f Transylvania Univer­
s i t y .  Ju ly , 1826, p . 15. Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 182o.

96 Kentucky R eporter. 18 (October 24, 1825), 2.
97 Commentator. 9 (October 22, 1825), 3*
9® Kentucky R eporter. 19 (September 4» 1826), 3 ,
99 HReport o f  th e  T rustees o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Kentucky 

R eporter. 21 (A p ril 2 , 1828), 1 ,
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XQQin  th e  y e a r , w ith  an annual s a la ry  o f  four thousand d o l la r s ,” bu t

no fu r th e r  evidence has been found concerning th i s  tran sac tio n *  The

f a c t  th a t  th e  tu i t io n  was changed from $50 fo r  two p ro fe sso rs  in  1825-

26 to  $20 specie p lu s  $5 Tor fu e l  and ja n i to r  expenses fo r  one
102p ro fe sso r in  1826-27, in  a d d itio n  to  th e  te rm ination  o f  B ledsoe 's  

s e rv ic e s , may have accounted to  some e x te n t fo r th e  t r u s te e s ' a c tio n  

in  allow ing th e  law school to  lapse* H o lley 's  o r ig in a l  p lan  to  re s ig n  

in  March, 1826, which caused a g en era l red u ctio n  in  the u n iv e rs i ty  en­

ro llm en t, p o ss ib ly  a f fe c te d  th e  s iz e  o f  the  law sc h o o l's  s tu d en t body* 

O ther s o c ia l ,  economic, and p o l i t i c a l  f a c to rs  mentioned e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  

chap ter a f fe c te d  the  law school, as  w e ll as  th e  o th e r  departm ents o f th e  

u n iv ersity *

(a) PRESIDENT HOLLEI AS LAW PROFESSOR.—In  the f i e ld  o f law H olley 

and h is  a s so c ia te s  had to  face  and overcome th e  popular p re ju d ice  toward 

in s tru c t io n  by le c tu re ,  an o pposition  based upon th e  t r a d i t io n  o f p r iv a te  

tra in in g *  H o lle y 's  defense o f th e  le c tu re  method in  law in s tru c t io n  i s  

recorded a s  fo llow s:

The g re a t o b jec t o f  a  course o f pub liek  le c tu re s  i s  to  produce ex­
citem ent in  th e  teach e r and th e  p u p ils ,  to  fu rn ish  a l l  th e  w e ll known 
b e n e f its  o f  com petition, to  c a l l  up th e  most im portant su b jec t o f in q u iry , 
to  p o in t out and to  solve d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  to  in c rease  th e  ap p rec ia tio n  o f  
th e  mind fo r  knowledge and i t s  power o f d ig e s tio n , to  lead  the  s tuden t

100 "Kentucky," N iles  Weekly R e g is te r . 29 (December 1®, 1825)# 23®, 
copied from the  New O rleans A d v ertise r .

101 Kentucky R eporter. 18 (October 24, 1825), 2 .
•*-°2 Kentucky R eporter. 19 (September 4* 1826), 3*
■*■03 «Horaee H o lley 's  'In tro d u c to ry  law  L e c tu re , ' November 8 , 1823,” 

p . 2 . M anuscript. Mrs* Benjamin Grata Crosby, Woodford County, Kentucky* 
Typew ritten copy in  Transylvania C ollege, Lexington.
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to  a proper method of in v e s tig a tio n , and thus enable him to  conduct h is  
own s tu d ie s  w ith success* As soon as  th e  uses o f  pub lic  le c tu re s  a re  
c le a r ly  understood, opposition  to  them w il l  cease . A ll Europe has t r i e d  
t h e i r  e f f ic a c y , and found them worthy o f th e  g re a te s t  patronage. The ex­
ample and success of our M edical Schools a re  p e r fe c t ly  ap p licab le  to  a 
Law Establishm ent* The d iffe ren ce  i s  not g re a t between th e  number o f 
p hysic ians and o f lawyers wanted in  a community. The g re a t reason why 
Law C lasses have not been as numerous as  Medical C lasses must be th a t  
a s  many a t t r a c t io n s  have never been fu rn ish ed . P re ju d ices  a g a in s t 
teach in g  law by le c tu re s  a re  a s  i l l  founded as those  were which form erly 
e x is te d  a g a in s t M edical in s tru c t io n  in  t h i s  manner. ™

Summary

I t  has been shown th a t  th e  l i b e r a l s '  e f fo r ts  to  e s ta b lis h  a l i b e r a l  

and c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity , w hile ag ress iv e  and w ell-grounded, d id  no t c a l­

c u la te  the f u l l  re l ig io u s  composition o f th e  s ta t e .  A fte r  th e  Presby­

t e r ia n s  had po in ted  out some l i b e r a l  elements o f H o lley 's  r e l ig io n ,  they  

began to  a t ta c k  him p erso n a lly . Since he was not d is c re e t  in  h is  per­

so n a l h a b i ts ,  i t  was no t d i f f i c u l t  fo r  h is  opponents to  a t ta c k  him suc­

c e s s fu l ly  on those  grounds* However, th e  P resby terians were no t f u l ly  

re sp o n sib le  fo r  H o lley 's  d e fea tj economic cond itions o f  a very  u nstab le  

n a tu re  were making i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  operate  v i r tu a l ly  any k ind o f  a school. 

In  consequence o f p o l i t i c a l  opposition  to  th e  l i b e r a l i s t s ,  such a s  th a t  

d isp layed  by the  governor in  1826, H olley was fo rced  to  re s ig n . This 

re s ig n a tio n , although withdrawn, caused in  i t s e l f  an x ie ty  among th e  uni­

v e r s i t y 's  su p p o rte rs , and was one fa c to r  causing a decrease in  th e  

school's enrollm ent. Following th e  governor's c r i t ic is m  o f th e  school 

in  1827, th e  senate  and house both decided upon in v e s tig a tio n s . The 

tru s te e s*  re a c tio n  t e a a l l  o f t h i s  challenge and c r i t ic is m  was th e  c a l l  

fo r  th e  e le c tio n  o f  a  new board. In  compliance w ith  t h i s  req u est th e
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s ta te  e le c te d  a l l  of the o ld  tru s te e s  except th re e  who requested  to  r e ­

s ig n , ano ther one being made to  f i l l  an e x is tin g  vacancy* Horace H olley 

and h is  supporters  were not ab le to  cope w ith  a l l  t h e i r  ch a llen g e rs , 

r e l ig io u s ,  economic, and p o l i t i c a l ,  and th e i r  expulsion from Transyl­

vania ushered in  a  new e ra  o f T ran sy lv an ia 's  h is to ry *

While the  law school was tem porarily  in a c tiv e  due to  an a lle g e d  

shortage o f  teach ing  personnel, th e  m edical school, showing some d ec lin e , 

was no t se r io u s ly  in ju re d  by T ran sy lv an ia 's  r e l ig io u s  and p o l i t i c a l  con­

troversy*  One l i b e r a l  perio d  of T ransylvania h is to ry  ended w ith H o lley 's  

f in a l  re s ig n a tio n , in  s p i te  o f the  f a c t  th a t  th e  P resb y te rian s  were f a i r l y  

w e ll e s ta b lish e d  in  t h e i r  new co llege  a t  D anville* Again, many o f th e  

causes preventing  T ran sy lv an ia 's  ra p id  development continued to  harass  

hers lack  o f  f in a n c ia l  support, la ck  o f  p u b lic  support, la c k  o f e f fe c tiv e  

le a d e rsh ip , la c k  o f  p rep ara to ry  school g rad u a tes, the estab lishm ent o f  

competing schoo ls , and academic freedom*
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CHAPTER VII

DENOMINATIONAL AND LIBERAL INFLUENCES: PROFESSIONAL MINENCI, 1828-1842

This chap ter r e la te s  th e  p r in c ip a l events tak in g  p lace  a t  Transyl­

van ia  U n iv e rs ity  between th e  p rog ressive  ad m in istra tio n s  o f  P resid en ts  

Horace H olley and Henry Bascom. The academic department su ffe red  suc­

ce ss iv e  f a i lu r e s ,  but th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools made th e i r  g re a te s t  b id  

fo r  n a tio n a l reco g n itio n  during th i s  period*

B ap tis t In flu en ce , 1828-1831

F in a lly  convinced th a t  th e  P resb y te rian s  had abandoned Transylvania 

U n iv e rs ity  perm anently in  fav o r o f  t h e i r  own Centre College a t  D an v ille , and 

th a t  they  dare no t attem pt to  c a l l  another p resid en t o f  H o lle y 's  l i b e r a l  

stamp ( le s t  he f o i l  h e i r  to  th e  same f a t e  as h is  p red ecesso r), th e  t r u s ­

te e s  made a se rio u s  e f fo r t  t o  r a l l y  th e  B a p tis ts  (another C a lv in is tic  

P ro te s ta n t denomination) to  th e  sap p o it b f  th e  u n iv ersity *  T heir s t r a te ­

gy was not subtle*  The B ap tis ts  o f  Rhode Is la n d  were in  a sense d if fe re n t  

from th e  o th e r B ap tis ts  in  America in  th e  l a t e  1820 's and e a r ly  1830 's  in  

th a t  they pioneered fo r  a tra in e d  m in is try . ^  In  ca rry in g  ou t t h i s  ob­

je c t iv e  they  had e s ta b lish e d  one of th e  s tro n g  co lleg es o f New England, 

Brown U n iv e rs ity . The Transylvania t r u s te e s  in v ite d  P resid en t Alva Woods

1 See Donald G* Tewksbury, The Founding o f American C olleges and 
U n iv e rs it ie s  Before th e  C iv il  War w ith  P a r t ic u la r  Reference t o  th e  R eli­
g ious In fluences Bearing upon th e  College Movement, p . 146* New Tork: 
Bureau o f  P u b lic a tio n s , Teachers C ollege, Columbia U n iv e rs ity , 1932*
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o f  Brown U n iv ersity  to  accep t th e i r  h ig h est o ffice*

The Woods a rim ln ls tra tio n »-~-Bev* Alva Woods was e le c te d  p re s id e n t

a f t e r  Rev. Thomas McAuley o f New Tork dec lined  th i s  p o s it io n , a lle g e d ly
2because o f fa c tio n a lism . Woods d isp layed  a vigorous s p i r i t  in  h is  

in au g u ra l ad d ress , bu t nowhere in  t h i s  address did he o u tlin e  any c le a r -  

cu t b lu ep rin t fo r  re s to r in g  to  th e  academic department th e  la rg e  s tuden t 

body, th e  p re s t ig e ,  and community in flu en ce  which i t  had d isp layed  during 

c e r ta in  phases o f  the  H olley ad m in is tra tio n . ^ Woods expressed h is  a t t i ­

tu d e  toward T ransylvania in  th e  follow ing passage from h is  inaugura l ad­

d re ss :

Fellow c i t iz e n s ,  I  should n o t have come th i s  f a r  away from d earest 
k indred  and f r ie n d s , unless possessed o f  confidence in  your v i r tu e s ,  and 
u n tir in g  co -operation  to  promote th e  in te r e s t s  o f  good l e t t e r s .  . . .
Those who have been th u s  foremost to  f e l l  our f o r e s ts  and our fo e s , w i l l  
not be th e  l a s t  in  th e  race  o f l i t e r a r y  e n te rp r is e ,  and in  th e  march o f 
in te l l e c tu a l  improvement. What th e  c i t iz e n s  o f t h i s  town and country  a re  
doing to  su s ta in  t h i s  in s t i tu t io n  i s  a  most cheering in d ic a tio n  o f  pub lic  
sen tim ent. I t  w i l l  embalm your names in  th e  memory o f  th e  v ir tu o u s j and 
tra n sm it to  ages y e t unborn th e  m anifold b le ss in g s  o f education . Let 
every man do h is  du ty , and I  say w ith  confidence th a t ,  under God, Transyl­
van ia  s h a ll  be th e  d e lig h t and g lo ry  o f th e  W est. *

Although he d id  n o t id e n tify  any educa tio n a l th eo ry  in  h is  inaugural 

ad d ress , o th er than  h is  emphasis upon education  as  a  means fo r  developing

’’Minutes o f  th e  Board o f  T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , December 10, 1827,* Vol. 17, p . 19 .

Woods was in s ta l le d  a t  the  Episcopal Church on October 13, 1828. 
I b id . .  February 7 , 1828, V ol. IV, p . 31.

3 Alva Woods, "An Address D elivered a t  th e  Inauguration  o f the  
P residen t o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , October 13, 1 8 |8 ,«  Kentucky Report­
er .  21 (November 19, 1828), 1 .

Ib id .
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in te l l ig e n c e ,  which he regarded  as  th e  b e s t  safeguard fo r  freedom, Woods* 

unrevealed th eo ry  ©f a d m in is tra tiv e  success perhaps was one o f  industry*  

Woods1 a c t in  leav ing  Brown U n iv ersity  and th e  com forts o f  Providence to  

face  a  new l i f e  in  th e  W est, where cond itions were n o t a c tu a l ly  hazardous 

but a t  le a s t  d if f e re n t  from New England, in d ic a te s  th a t  he desired  to  

accep t a challeng ing  positio n *  I t  i s  c e r ta in  th a t  he knew th e  circum - 

s tan ces  surrounding Holley*s a d m in is tra tio n • T herefo re , a  love fo r  work 

and a  f e a r le s s  a t t i tu d e  toward duty may have prompted him to  come to  Lex­

in g to n . This may have been th e  s e c re t o f  h is  success , a s  fo r  many ce le ­

b ra te d  p erso n s. Typical newspaper comment on Woods* add ress  was rep o rted  

in  th e  Richmond C hronicle: "Judging from th e  add ress  and th e  re p u ta tio n

o f Ur* Woods, we can augur w e ll o f  th e  fu tu re  u sefu lness  o f  th e  i n s t i t u ­

t io n  over which he i s  c a lle d  to  p re s id e ." ^

I t  i s  always d i f f i c u l t  to  f i l l  th e  shoes o f  a le a d e r  who expresses 

h im self openly on c o n tro v e rs ia l is s u e s ,  s in ce  such a  man u su a lly  i s  ex­

trem ely  popular w ith  some o f th e  people and very  unpopular w ith  others*  

H olley was a lead e r o f  t h i s  stamp. P resid en t Woods openmindedly follow ed 

a course t h a t  brought fo r th  l i t t l e  comment along re l ig io u s  and p o l i t i c a l  

lin e s*  ^ Such comments as  appeared u su a lly  po in ted  out h is  a loofhess 

from se c ta r ia n  o r  p o l i t i c a l  q u es tio n s , o r  b o th , a s  in  th e  follow ing

5 "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Richmond C hronicle a s  quoted in  th e  Ken­
tucky R eporter. 22 (January 14,  1S29), 1*

^ S everal years  l a t e r  w hile serv ing  as P residen t o f  th e  U n iv e rsity  o f 
Alabama, Woods d id  not fo llow  such a  cau tious course* His stand on s la v -  
e ry  was so a n tag o n is tic  toward th e  people o f  Alabama th a t  he was fo rced
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e d i to r ia l :  "We understand th a t  H r. Woods i s  o f  th a t  o rder o f  C h ris tia n s

c a l le d  B a p tis ts ;  b a t e n te rs  in to  none o f th a t  un fo rtunate  b ic k e rin g . 

which fo r  a tim e p a s t has been the  g re a te s t  reproach to  those  who c a l l  

them selves fo llow ers o f C hrist*  b u t many o f whom f a l l  f a r  sh o rt in  d is ­

p lay ing  any p o rtio n  o f  His meekness, o r  of th a t  c h a r ity  which i s  in d i -
7ca ted  in  a l l  His p re c e p ts .«

In  answer to  accusations th a t  T ransylvania was adm inistered  according 

to  p a r ty  p r in c ip le s ,  a c i t iz e n  s ta te d  th a t  i t  was a  w ell known f a c t  th a t  

th e  t ru s te e s  were composed o f d is tin g u ish ed  men o f both p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s ,

and th a t  th e  p ro fesso rs  and th e  p re s id e n t had n o t given any in s tru c t io n  in  
8p a r ty  p o l i t ic s *  A year l a t e r  an e d ito r  assured  h is  re ad e rs  th a t  those

who p resided  over T ransylvania would banish th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  day from 
9i t s  h a lls*

Woods* departu re  follow ed by d e c lin e *—Woods accepted a  p o s itio n  a s

p re s id e n t o f  th e  newly organized U h iv e rsity  o f  Alabama e a r ly  in  I 83I ,  de-
10p a rtin g  from Lexington a t  th e  c lo se  o f  th e  IB3O-I83I  academic term . 

Although th e  s ta tu s  o f Transylvania seemed to  be secu re , some evidences

to  vacate  h is  position*  See b io g rap h ica l sketch  in  Alva Woods, L ite ra ry  
and T heological A ddresses* Providence: Published by th e  au th o r, 1868; 
Robert S* C o t t e r i l l ,  "Alva Woods," D ic tionary  o f American Biography. Vol. 
20, pp. 500-501* New York: C harles S c rib n e r’s  Sons, 1936.

7 "Transylvania U niversity" ( e d i to r i a l ) ,  Kentucky R eporter. 22 
(January 14, 1329)* 1*

8  "C itizen  o f  Lexington," "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Kentucky Re- 
p o r te r ,  22 (November 4 , 1829), 1*

9 "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Kentucky R eporter. 23 (Ju ly  28, I 830) ,  2 .
10 See b io g rap h ica l sketch in  Alva Woods, L ite ra ry  and T h e o lo ^ f*! 

A ddresses, og. c i t .
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o f  discouragement and decline  a re  noted* "A K n® wrote* "Can

a good c i t iz e n  be in d if fe re n t t© th a t  / “th e  low s ta tu s  o f  T ransylvania

U n iv e rs ity /7  which involves some o f  th e  most im portant in te r e s t s  o f

h is  own sons and daughters and o f  th e  community in  which he l iv e s ? ” ^

F ay e tte  County p a tro n s , however, out o f  n e ce ss ity  came to  th e  rescue o f
12th e  school e ig h t  years la te r*  ®A K________n" wrote a  second a r t i c l e ,

in  which he ra is e d  ano ther question  concerning th e  tro u b le  fac ing  th e  

school* "A good c i t iz e n ,  aroused to  r e f le c t io n  by th e  p resen t d iscour­

aging p ro sp eets  o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , may be anxious to  know what 

can be done fo r i t s  rev ival.®  ^  He in q u ired  id*ether some m istaken 

popular n o tions about such an in s t i tu t io n  were not crushing  i t  to  th e  

earth*  Ho s a tis fa c to ry  answers to  th ese  q u estions could be found*

MV ia to r ,"  in  a d e sc rip tio n  o f  th e  sc h o o l's  commencement in  O ctober, 

I 83I ,  wrote th a t  many discouraging circum stances attended  i t*  ** He 

mentioned th e  lo s s  o f  th e  main bu ild ing  by H r e ,  th e  g raduating

e la s s  o f  th e  spring  o f  IS3I ,  and o th e r  d ish ea rten in g  events th a t  had 

tran sp ired *  In  o rder to  overcome th e se  low p o in ts  o f  accomplishment, 

"Viator® made d e f in i te  recommendations* A fte r  saying th a t  "no f r ie n d  

o f lea rn in g  but must have been deeply convinced on Wednesday l a s t  th a t

^  "ft & n »® "Our U n iversity—No. 1 ,® Kentucky R eporter. 24
(March 16, I 83I ) ,  2* This a r t i c l e  describ es  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  as  
being in  a d ec lin in g  s ta tu s*

12 See "An Act to  Incorporate  th e  Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  and fo r  
Other Purposes,® Observer and R eporter. 7 (March 27, 1839), 1*

1,4 ft a .® "Our U niversity—-No* 2,® Kentucky R eporter. 24
(March 23, I 83I ) ,  2 . This a r t i c l e  fu r th e r  describes th e  dec lin in g  s ta tu s  
o f  Transylvania U niversity*

14 "Viator,®  "Commencement o f  Transylvania U niversity,®  Kentucky 
R eporter. 24 (October 5 , I 83I ) ,  2 .
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we have amongst us th e  b es t o f  m a te ria ls  fo r  a  f lo u rish in g  U n iv e rs ity ,” 

he sa id  th a t  nothing i s  wanting bu t th re e  th in g s : (1 ) an e f fe c t iv e  com­

m itte e  o f th e  t r u s te e s  to  su p erin ten d  i t s  a f f a i r s ,  (2) a  lab o rio u s  and 

a c tiv e  p re s id e n t, and (3 ) a thorough system o f  in s tru c t io n  to  r a i s e  th e  

u n iv e rs ity  from th e  ”dust w ith  renovated usefu lness  and v ig o r.*  *Viator* 

had made a good diagnosis o f  Transylvania ’ s  i l l s  by h is  p re sc r ip tio n  fo r  

h e r  cu re .

Another f a c to r  in fluencing  a d ec lin e  a t  T ransylvania was th e  B a p tis ts '

t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e i r  patronage to  t h e i r  own d is t in c t iv e  i n s t i tu t io n ,  George-
15town C ollege, a t  Georgetown, Kentucky, which was founded in  1829*

Episcopalian  In flu en ce , I 83I - I 838

Although the  t r u s te e s ' attem pt to  r a l l y  th e  B a p tis ts  to  th e  support 

o f  T ransylvania proved to  have been an ab o rtiv e  one, the  th re e -y ea r  p re s i­

dency o f  Alva Woods was no t w ithout some p rogressive  s te p s . For one th in g  

th e  law school, which had been in a c tiv e  fo r  th e  th re e  y e a rs , 1826- 1829,  

was reorganized  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1829. However, th e  march o f ch u rch -re la ted  

c o lleg es  was now w ell begun in  Kentucky. The two s tro n g es t C a lv in is tic  

denominations in  Kentucky had th e i r  own in s t i tu t io n s ,  th e  P resb y te rian s  

a t  D an v ille , and th e  B a p tis ts , a t  Georgetown. The t ru s te e s  aimed to  form 

a t i e  w ith th e  Episcopal Church. Eev. James Moore, an E piscopalian  c lergy­

man, had headed Transylvania a t  two d if f e re n t  tim es in  p rev ious p e r io d s .

15 A lvin  F . Lewis, H isto ry  o f  Higher Education in  Kentucky, p . 67.
U. S . Bureau o f  Education, C ircu la r  o f  In form ation , No. 3 .  Washington: 
Government P r in tin g  O ffice , 1899.
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Following a tw o-year period  o f decline  under th e  temporary guidance o f

John L utz, 16 th e  t ru s te e s  e le c te d  le v .  Benjamin 0 . P ee rs , an E piscopalian
17clergyman, to  th e  ac tin g  presidency . Following another sh o rt term  as

IBtem porary p re s id e n t, e ig h t months, John Lutz was succeeded by l e v .

Thomas W* C o it, ano ther E piscopalian  clergyman, who was e le c te d  to  th e
19presidency on October 25# 1&34» In  1837 th e re  was a  severe f in a n c ia l

c r i s i s  in  America p re c ip ita te d  by a f a i lu r e  o f crops between I 835 and
20I 837 and followed by a  long dep ression , which p laced  f in a n c ia l d i f ­

f i c u l t i e s  upon a l l  in s t i tu t io n s  o f h igher le a rn in g , th e  m edical fa c u lty  

s p l i t  and formed a new competing school in  L o u is v il le ,  and th e  f in a n c ia l  

co n d itio n  o f  T ransy lvan ia’s academic department became so se rio u s  th a t

a  reo rg an iza tio n  under a jo in t-c o n tro l  o rg an iza tio n  includ ing  a p r iv a te
21co rp o ra tio n , a m u n ic ip a lity , and th e  s ta t e  was undergone. I t  w i l l  be 

shown th a t  th e  E piscopalian  re la t io n s h ip  was unsuccessfu l in  advancing 

T ransy lvan ia*8 academic department in  keeping w ith  th e  development and 

expansion o f  th e  young n a tio n .

4 Catalogue o f  th e  O ffice rs  and S tudents in  th e  M edical and Law 
Departments o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , p . 16. Lexington: The U niver- 
s i t y ,  January, I 833.

17 ’’T ransylvania U n iv ersity , An Address to  th e  P u b lic ,"  Lexington 
Observer and Kentucky R eporter. 2 (May 2 ,  I 833) ,  3 .

10 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T ru s te es , T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , February 14, 1834," V ol. IV, p .  32I .

19 flgid. ,  Oetober 25, I 834,  V ol. IV, p . 337 .
20 la y  B. W este rfie ld . Money. C red it and Banking, d. Mew 

Yorks The Ronald P ress C o., 1948.
2^ "An Aet to  Incorporate  th e  Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  and fo r  Other 

Purposes," Lexington Observer and R eporter. 7 (March 27, 1839), 1 .
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The Peer« ad m in is tra tio n *—-The t ru s te e s  announced th e i r  in te n t io n  

to  succeed in  b u ild in g  up T ran sy lv an ia 's  academic department in  th e  

follow ing te r n s :

Transylvania was th e  f i r s t  Academical I n s t i tu t io n  e s ta b lish e d  west 
o f  th e  Alleghany m ountains; and i t  had a t  one tim e grown up to  g re a t 
eminence o f  ch a rac te r  and usefulness* But owing to  many d isa s tro u s  
causes* f a l l in g  h eav ily  upon i t*  during th e  s t r i f e  and con ten tions o f  
p a r ty  zeal* a dep rec ia ted  currency o f  th e  s ta te *  and th e  co n flag ra tio n s  
o f  l i r e *  th e  Academical Department became so much obscured as  to  be 
alm ost despaired  o f by i t s  f r ie n d s  and supporters*  But th e  Trustees* 
borne up by a  perseverance and unquenchable z e a l in  th e  cause o f l e t t e r s ,  
l o s t  none of t h e i r  hopes* th a t  once more they  might see i t  r i s e  in  re ­
newed v igo r and splendor* and become one o f  th e  b r ig h te s t  lum inaries  in  
th e  g re a t c o n s te lla tio n  o f Colleges which surround i t*  ^

Although Benjamin P eers was ehosen a c tin g  presiden t*  i t  w i l l  be seen 

from th e  foregoing  d iscu ssio n  th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  took a very  a c tiv e  p a r t  

in  adm in istering  the u n iv ersity *  and th a t  Peers was no t given a u th o r ity  

commensurate w ith  h is  re sp o n s ib ility *  Uoreover* by re f ra in in g  to  name 

Peers to  th e  f u l l  presidency* th e  t ru s te e s  in d ic a te d  to  th e  genera l p u b lic  

a  la c k  o f confidence in  Peers* a b i l i t y .  Thus a t  th e  o u tse t P e e rs ' chances 

to  succeed were narrowed* He faced  a ta sk  th u s  encumbered* which sev e ra l 

s tro n g e r  men under more conducive circum stances met unsuccessfully*

(a) PROGRESSIVE PUN FOR ADVANCEMENT.—The academic department had 

dec lined  in  numbers and in  g en era l re p u ta tio n  s ince  H o lley 's  departure* 

although many elem ents o f the  lead e rsh ip  in  Lexington and in  Kentucky 

g en e ra lly  were h ig h ly  in te re s te d  in  m aintain ing  th a t  department on a  high

22 Board o f Trustees* Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , "Transylvania Uni­
v e r s i ty ,  An Address to  th e  P u b lic ,"  Lexington Observer and Kentucky Be- 
P o r te r .  2 (May 2 , 1833), 3 .
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lev e l*  T heir view was th a t  p ro fe ss io n a l departm ents could be added to  

t h i s  nucleus in  keeping w ith  th e  needs o f  the community, bu t th a t  th e  

re p u ta tio n  o f th e  in s t i tu t io n  in  a la rg e  measure would depend upon th e  

a b i l i t y  o f  th e  academic f a c u lty ,  th e i r  co n tr ib u tio n s  in  th e i r  re sp e c tiv e  

f i e ld s ,  th e  thoroughness o f  t h e i r  in s tru c t io n ,  th e  curricu lum  o ffe re d , 

and, perhaps o f f i r s t  im portance, th e  success o f th e  graduates*

In  d iscu ssin g  th e  academic department o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity

(Morrison C o lleg e), Peers observed th a t ,  w hile o th e r u n iv e r s i t ie s  had

been known to  ” s u s ta in ” them selves by th e i r  in h e ren t s tre n g th  through

p erio d s  o f  c r i s i s ,  M orrison College must f in d  a d if f e re n t  so lu tio n  fo r  
23

h e r  problems. He po in ted  out th a t  M orrison College had to  dem onstrate 

th a t  a  c o lle g e , a f t e r  repea ted  f a i lu r e s  under much more advantagous c i r ­

cumstances, must fo rce  i t s e l f  in to  p ro sp e r ity  alm ost w ithout resou rces 

and d e sp ite  numerous and app a llin g  d i f f ic u l t ie s *  24 Peers openly chal­

lenged th e  t ru s te e s  to  r e f r a in  from ex erc isin g  the  ad m in is tra tiv e  p re­

ro g a tiv e s  o f th e  p re s id e n t’s o f f ic e ,  when he asked th a t  th e  executive 

o f f ic e r s  be l e f t  f re e  to  ”a e t  in  accordance w ith  th e  d ic ta te s  o f  th e  

genuine p o licy  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .” Peers co n fid en tly  accepted th e  chal­

lenge o f  th e  p o s itio n  w ith a l l  o f  i t s  hazards, but only on th e  cond ition  

th a t  he be g ran ted  f u l l  ad m in is tra tiv e  powers. 2^

23 Benjamin G. P ee rs , og . c i t . ,  pp. 23-26 .
24 I b id .
23 Ibid*
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P e e rs ' b lu ep rin t fo r  a p rog ressive  ad m in is tra tio n  contained  four 

main p o in ts : ^  (1 ) th a t  pub lic  opinion would have to  be c o n c ilia te d ;

(2) th a t  education  a t  T ransylvania must be adapted to  th e  w ants and de­

mands of the surrounding country; (3 ) th a t  due to  th e  low grade o f  

sch o la rsh ip  in  th e  Western country , “p rep ara to ry ” work would be o f  f i r s t  

im portance; and (4 ) th a t  a l l  c i t iz e n s  would have to  cooperate i f  th e  

"fa llo w  in s t i tu t io n "  were rev iv ed . In  o rd er to  b e t t e r  p u b lic  r e la t io n s ,  

he suggested th a t  th e  im pression th a t  the school was fo r th e  b e n e f it  o f  

th e  r ic h  alone be quashed. He proposed th a t  T ransylvania become more 

e lo se ly  a l l i e d  w ith  popular education by making of the  u n iv e rs ity  a 

s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  in  " r e a l i ty ."  A s ta te  u n iv e rs i ty  should be th e  head o f  

a s e r ie s  o f  schools organized to  serve d if f e re n t  s tag e s  o f  m ental develop­

ment and should m ain tain  a f r ie n d ly  and wholesome re la t io n s h ip  w ith schools 

o f every grade throughout th e .s t a t e ,  he b e liev ed . P e e rs ' most forwardr- 

looking statem ent in  reg a rd  to  educational conditions in  Kentucky la y  in  

h is  suggestion  th a t  a department fo r  educating tea ch e rs  be e s ta b lish e d  a t  

T ransy lvan ia . 27

In  o rd er to  adapt education a t  T ransylvania to  th e  needs o f  th e

w estern  country , Peers recommended le s s  emphasis upon th e  "dead languages,"
28and more encouragement to  "n a tu ra l sc ie n ce s ."  He s tre s se d  th e  Impor­

tan ce  o f  p resen tin g  a rith m e tic  in  i t s  lo g ic a l  medium, in  problems o f

26 Ib id . .  pp. 25- 28.
27 P ee rs ' exact words were: "Let us e s ta b lis h  in  connection w ith

Transylvania a  department fo r  educating te a c h e rs , and l e t  us p ro ffe r  i t s  
advantages to  a l l  who a s p ire  a f t e r  re sp ec tab le  q u a lif ic a tio n s  f o r  t h i s  
most im portant o f f ic e  .  .  .  .» I b id . . p . 27.

28 Ib id . .  pp. 27-28.
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" s to re  boys® and in  terms o f "o rd inary  m arketing o f th e i r  f a t h e r 's  fami­

l i e s ,  w ithout studying anew th e  very  elements o f  a r i th m e tic ."  The impor­

tan ce  o f  s p e ll in g  in  an "ord inary  no te" o r l e t t e r ,  o r in  a  com position, 

was, along w ith  th e  expression o f  id e a s , a weakness o f  many g rad u a tes .

In  regard  to  th e  q u a lity  o f education , he spoke o f " th e  com paratively 

humble and lab o rio u s  ta s k  o f  doing th e  p rep ara to ry  work" because o f  th e  

"n e c e ss ity  o f th e  ease imposed upon us by th e  p ro s tr a te  co n d itio n  o f th e  

in s t i t u t i o n ."  In  conclusion , he e a rn e s tly  c a l le d  upon h is  fellow  c i t iz e n s  

to  cooperate in  th e  d i f f i c u l t  ta s k  o f  rev iv in g  T ran sy lv an ia 's  academic 

c o lle g e . 29

(b) PEERS' FAIIIIRE.—Peers was inaugurated  a l t e r  P resid en t Woods had 

been unsuccessfu l in  b ring ing  Transylvania up to  th e  le v e l  e s ta b lish e d  

by H olley . That he too had been unable to  accomplish t h i s  ta s k  empha­

s iz e s  th e  p o ssib le  ex is ten ce  o f cau sa l f a c to rs  o th e r th an  those  commonly 

in d ic a te d  a s  reasons fo r  f a i lu r e .  No e n tr ie s  in  th e  board of t r u s t e e s ' 

reco rd s id e n t i fy  th e  causes fo r  f a i lu r e ,  bu t i t  i s  probable th a t  d is ­

sensions ( p o l i t i c a l  and /o r re l ig io u s )  and p o ssib ly  p e rso n a l f a c to rs  

w ith in  th e  board accounted fo r  many o f th e  o b s tac le s  faced  by the  school.

The m inutes o f th e  board o f  t ru s te e s  re v e a l so l i t t l e  disagreement 

over th i s  p erio d  th a t  a  c e r ta in  skepticism  i s  ra is e d  in  th e  r e a d e r 's  mind 

a s  he scans th e se  reco rd s . Had th e  board employed th e  se rv ices  o f  a good 

a d m in is tra to r and given him reasonable support, th e  s tandards o f  th e  Holley 

p erio d  might w e ll have been continued and even advanced. Had any one o f

^9 Ibi-d. .  p . 28 .
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th e  s ix  ad m in is tra to rs  (Woods, L utz, P ee rs , C o it, M arshall, o r  Davidson)

been given s e c u rity  and ten u re  over a p e rio d  o f  te n  years o r  more w ith

support from th e  board , a l l  evidence p o in ts  to  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  r e a l

success would have been a tta ined*  The usurpation  o f  th e  p re s id e n t 's  power

and a u th o r ity  by th e  board u su a lly  destroyed  th e  i n i t i a t iv e  o f th e  incum-
30b e n t, and when th e  p resid en t was o ffe red  only  u n sa tis fa c to ry  re d re s s , 

a f t e r  an in c id en t in  which he was overru led  by th e  board , re tirem en t was 

th e  only  reasonable choice*

Peers s tru g g led  to  i n i t i a t e  h is  id eas  and to  r e v i ta l i z e  th e  academic 

departm ent, bu t succeeded only  m oderately. H is f a te  was th a t  o f  h is  prede­

cesso r and of h is  successo rs; h is  r e s u l t s  v a rie d  l i t t l e  from th e i r  a ttem pts  

a t  r e v i ta l iz a t io n *  The answer in  each a d m in is tra tio n  was only  f e i r  o r 

moderate success* Woods, perhaps more th an  th e  o th e rs , proved th a t  he was 

no t a t  f a u l t  by continuing a s  a f a i r l y  su cc e ss fu l u n iv e rs ity  ad m in is tra to r 

elsewhere* His se rv ices  a t  th e  U n iv e rsity  of Alabama were h ig h ly  regarded ; 

a s  an educator he was w ell known and resp ec ted , and proved h im se lf extreme­

l y  capable* In  Woods’ case , the  i n a b i l i ty  to  ad ju s t h im self to  th e  South­

e rn  way o f th in k in g  c u r ta i le d  h is  term  o f o f f ic e  a t  Alabama to  a period  

o f s ix  years* The m in is try  beckoned to  some of the  o th e r p re s id e n ts  a f t e r  

t h e i r  resig n a tio n s*

3® A fte r  v a in ly  try in g  to  g e t the  t ru s te e s  to  make open charges a g a in s t 
him, Peers brought s u i t  a g a in s t them, a s se r tin g  th a t  h is  d ism issa l in  an 
equ ivocal manner had given r i s e  to  doubts regard ing  h is  c h a ra c te r . He was 
ob liged  through a le g a l  maneuver to  abandon t h i s  e f f o r t  a t  ju s t i f i c a t io n  in  
1837* See Grant C* Knight, ” Benjamin Qrr P e e rs ,” D ictionary  o f  American 
Biography* Vol. XIV, p . 389* New York: C harles S c rib n e r’s Sons, 1936.
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The C oit admini « tra tio n .~ R e v . Thomas W. Coit came to  Lexington from

Cambridge to  f i l l  a p ro fesso rsh ip  in  th e  Episcopal Theological Seminary a t

Lexington* ^  He was e le c te d  p res id en t o f the u n iv e rs ity  on October 25,

I 834,  ^  but d id  not begin o f f ic e  u n t i l  J u ly  1 , I 835.  ^  C oit was n o t an

ou tstand ing  ad m in is tra to r but acqu ired  some reco g n itio n  through h is  w r i t -
34in g s  and a s  an Episcopal rec to r*

(a) COIT’S PLAN FOR ADVANCEMENT . —The evidence a v a ila b le  seems to  

in d ic a te  th a t  C oit was competent enough to  make a  success out o f  th e  job 

o f  p residen t*  However, co n tra ry  to  th e  evidence a v a ila b le  on th e  H olley 

a d m in is tra tio n , where i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  d is tin g u ish  th e  poor economic 

co n d itio n s  from th e  p o l i t i c a l  and re l ig io u s  co n tro v ers ie s  a s  fo rc e s  op­

posing th e  u n iv e rs ity ’s p ro g ress , th e  f a i lu r e  o f  the  Coit ad m in is tra tio n  

appears to  r e s t  squarely  upon th e  economic c r i s i s  and d ep ressio n , which 

faced  Kentucky and th e  e n t i r e  n a tio n  in  1837 and fo r  se v e ra l y ears  fo llow s 

ing* There were o th e r co n trib u tin g  f a c to r s ,  and though th e i r  importance 

i s  n o t a s  s ig n if ic a n t  as th e  form er, they  to g e th e r w ith  th e  former show 

why th e  P ro te s ta n t denominations abandoned Transylvania* The nex t adm inis­

t r a t io n  o f T ransylvania was p o ss ib ly  i t s  most secu la r  up to  t h i s  tim e . I t

This seminary was n o t a c tu a l ly  connected w ith  T ransy lvan ia , bu t a 
ra th e r  c lo se  re la t io n s h ip  was m aintained during C o it’s  p residency . See 
Lewis C o llin s  and Richard H. C o llin s , H is to ry  of Kentucky* op.  e i t *. Vol*
X, p . 41*

32 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T ru s tees , T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , October 25, 1834, Vol. IV, p . 337.

33 Ib id . .  Ju ly  1 , 1835," V ol. IV, p .  349.
34 See sketch o f  Coit* s  l i f e  in  Lewis C o llin s  and R ichard H. C o llin s , 

H is to ry  o f Kentucky, op. c i t . ,  Vol. I ,  p .  41 .
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has been shows how th e  Toulmin and. H olley ad m in istra tio n s  follow ed many 

secu la r o b je c tiv e s , the  most re v ea lin g  one from th e  s tandpo in t o f t h i s  

study being th a t  p lan  to  adm in ister th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  such a  way th a t  

a l l  denominations would be a t t r a c te d  to  i t —t h a t  th e  g re a t C h ris tia n  

id eas  which v i r tu a l ly  a l l  denominations accepted  were emphasized* In  

a d d it io n , th e  f i r s t  la y  p res id en t was in s ta l l e d  and no in d ic a tio n s  o f 

any denom inational t i e s  a re  evident fo r  th e  p e rio d , 1838- 1840*

C o it’s  presidency extended over a period  o f only two y ears  and he 

proved again  t h a t ,  w ithout th e  support o f the board of t ru s te e s  and w ith­

out s u f f ic ie n t  f in a n c ia l  support, he could no t regain  th e  p re s tig e  which 

th e  academic co lleg e  had possessed during an e a r l i e r  period* The finan­

c i a l  s tru c tu re  had during C o it ' a ad m in is tra tio n  reached i t s  low est ebb 

and a new f in a n c ia l  arrangement o r p lan  became n ecessary , i f  th e  academic 

c o lleg e  was to  continue ac tiv e*  In  f a c t  th e  whole u n iv e rs ity  was in  

danger o f f a i l in g ,  s in ce  the  m edical fa c u lty  had boon involved  i n  a  con­

tro v e rsy  over a p lan to  move th e  m edical school to  L o u isv ille*  The r e s u l t  

o f  th e  need f o r  re fin an c in g  th e  school le d  to  a  p lan  th a t  became known as  

th e  Transylvania In s t i tu te *  These two l a s t  p o in ts  a re  su b je c ts  o f l a t e r  

d iscussions*

In  conclusion i t  may be noted  th a t  C o it, a recognized sc h o la r, had 

p lan s  fo r  improving th e  g en era l in s t ru c t io n a l  a rea  o f th e  u n iv e rs i ty , but 

th a t  he d id  n o t possess s u f f ic ie n t  v ig o r o r ad m in is tra tiv e  a b i l i t y  to  

coord inate  th e  d if f e re n t  groups, who s tro n g ly  d es ired  to  support an i n s t i ­

tu t io n  of h ig h er lea rn in g  in  Kentucky in to  an e f f ic ie n t  working body o f  

supporters* With l i t t l e  endowment and a  very sm all budget, co n s is tin g
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la rg e ly  ©f t u i t io n  fe e s , th e  academic co lleg e  (and th e  u n iv e rs ity  to  a 

la rg e  ex ten t)  was not strong enough in  i t s  p resen t s ta tu s  to  w eather a 

se rio u s  depression*

(b) COMPETITION FOR FUNDS.-—Two o th e r  fo rces  stood in  th e  way o f 

T ran sy lv an ia 's  p ro g ress: th e  com petition fo r  funds by th e  newly c rea ted  

s t a t e  pub lic  system and th e  com petition fo r  s tu d en ts  from th e  many newly 

e s ta b lish e d  ch u rch -re la ted  c o lle g e s , m il i ta ry  schools, and p ro fe ss io n a l 

sch o o ls .

Although th e  public  school system was no t e s ta b lish e d  in  Kentucky 

u n t i l  I 838,  th e re  was considerab le  a g i ta t io n  fo r  and a g a in s t such a  system 

se v e ra l y ears  p r io r  to  t h i s  tim e . Some o f th i s  a g i ta t io n  appeared as  

a r t i c l e s  in  th e  v arious newspapers, the  m ajor p a r t being signed by pseudo­

nyms. In  some o f  th e se  a r t i c le s  th e  com petition between th e  pub lic  school 

system and T ransylvania U n iversity  fo r  s ta te  funds was ap p aren t. An a r t i -  

c le  signed "Common Schools* was w r itte n  in  answer to  sev e ra l a r t i c l e s

e n t i t l e d  "Public In s tru c t io n ,"  and signed by "A K n " . "A K n"

favored more s ta te  funds fo r  T ransy lvan ia , whereas, "Common Schools" ad ­

vocated a f i r s t - r a t e  pub lic  school system. The l a t t e r  favored s ta te  funds 

to  Transylvania only  i f  th ey  were lim ite d  to  a te ac h e r  t r a in in g  program 

which, in  tu rn ,  would fu rn ish  teach ers  fo r  the pub lic  school system, once 

the  l a t t e r  was i n i t i a t e d .  Moreover, "Common Schools" took th e  view th a t  

th e  pub lic  school system would in  tu rn  fu rn is h  s tu d en ts  fo r th e  u n iv e rs i ty ,

(c ) COMPETITION FOR STUDENTS.—-Com petition fo r s tu d en ts  took a  number

35 «Common Schools," "Public In s t ru c t io n ," Kentucky G azette . 51 
(February 20, I 836) ,  3 .
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o f  form s. In  a d d itio n  to  medicine and law , another ty p e  o f sp ec ia liz ed  

p ro fe ss io n a l education , c iv i l  eng ineering , was feeing tau g h t in  co lleg es  

and u n iv e rs itie s*  A School fo r  G iv il Engineering connected w ith  George-
36town C ollege, Georgetown, Kentucky, was a d v e rtise d  ex ten s iv e ly  in  1836.

Bacon C ollege, a  D isc ip les  o f  C h ris t ch u rch -re la ted  school, announced i t s
37opening a t  Georgetown, Kentucky; and Green H il l  Seminary, F ayette

38County, Kentucky, published announcements during th i s  year* While 

th e se  schools d id  not prove to  be very su ccessfu l in  t h e i r  e a r ly  organi­

z a tio n s , th ey  th inned  the  ranks o f stu d en ts  e n ro llin g  in  any one in  t h i s  

a re a .

This com petition o f  school a g a in s t school le d  to  d ra s t ic  a c tio n  fey 

th e  t r u s te e s .  The la rg e s t  fees  were c o lle c te d  in  th e  m edical schools, 

and among such schools com petition was k een es t. C erta in  p ro fe sso rs  o f  

T ransy lvan ia’s m edical fa c u lty  were a c tiv e  in  e s ta b lish in g  a r iv a l  medi­

c a l  school in  L o u is v il le .  The b i t t e r e s t  resentm ent a rose  in  Lexington 

and environs over th i s  a c tio n . An item  in  th e  Kentucky G azette commented: 

"We om itted  in  our l a s t  to  announce th e  f a c t ,  th a t  th e  T rustees o f  Tran­

sy lvan ia  U n iversity  had dism issed Dr. C harles Caldwell as  a p ro fe s so r , and 

th en  d isso lved  th e  M edical School, w ith a  view to  i t s  re o rg an iz a tio n , which, 

we le a rn , i s  to  take  p lace  in  a few days."  39 Although Dr. Caldwell i s

36 ^School fo r  C iv il E ng ineers,"  Kentucky G azette . 51 (September 6 ,

37 "Bacon C ollege," Kentucky G azette . 51 (November 17, I 836) ,  3 .
3® "Green H i l l  Seminary," Kentucky G azette . 51 (December 12, I 836) ,  1 .
39 "Transylvania U n iv ers ity ,"  Kentucky G azette . 52 (A pril 6 ,  I 837) ,  2*
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now re fe r re d  t© a s  th e  f a th e r  o f th e  M edical College o f th e  U n iv ersity  
40o f  L o u is v ille , he was a ttack ed  v igorously  by the  c i t iz e n s  o f  Lexing­

to n  through th e  p re ss« A more d e ta ile d  account o f th e  m edical depart­

ment appears l a t e r  in  t h i s  chapter*

Colleges were being e s ta b lish e d  not only  in  Kentucky, but were mush- 

rooming in  a l l  th e  s ta te s*  This m u l t ip l ic i ty  o f co lleg es  o f  a l l  types 

proved to  be one o f  th e  g re a te s t  hazards opposing th e  development o f th e  

o ld e r  in s t i tu t io n s *  Transylvania was e s p e c ia lly  a f fe c te d , s in ce  she 

a t t r a c te d  s tu d en ts  from a l l  th e  Southern s ta te s ,  th e  border s ta te s  to  

th e  N orth, to  some ex ten t from the  Western country , and even a  few s tu ­

den ts from th e  la s t*  ^

R ise o f L ibera lism , 1838-1842

S a t is f ie d  th a t  the  E piscopalian  denomination was e i th e r  unable o r 

unw illing  to  support T ransylvania form ally  o r in fo rm ally , the  t ru s te e s  

e le c te d  Dr* Louis M arshall, ph y sic ian , b ro th e r o f th e  renowned Chief

4© Kentucky W rite rs  P ro je c t,  A C entennial H isto ry  o f th e  U n iv e rsity  o f  
L o u is v il le , p . 38. L o u isv ille i  U n iv ersity  o f L o u isv ille , 1937*

W- Donald R. Tewksbury, Founding o f  C olleges and U n iv e rs itie s  Before 
th e  C iv il  War, op* c it*

m  A Catalogue o f  th e  O ffice rs  and S tudents in  th e  M edical and Law De­
partm ent o f  T ransylvania U n iv ersity . January , I 833,  p* 13* Lexington: The 
U n iv e rs ity , 1833* A ty p ic a l  breakdown o f th e  source o f th e  266 s tu d en ts  
en ro lle d  in  the  M edical Department in  I 833 i s  as  fo llo w s: Kentucky 75, 
Tennessee 34, Alabama 22, M iss iss ip p i 21, V irg in ia  20, G eorg ia ,lg# South 
C aro lina 13, North C arolina 12, M issouri 3 , Ohio 2 , Louisiana 1 , F lo rid a  1 ,
Pennsylvania 1 , I l l i n o i s  1 , New York 1 , and France 1 . The Law S choo l's
39 e n ro lle e s  in  I 833 came from Kentucky 18, Ohio 6 ,  New York 4 , M iss iss ip p i
4 , Tennessee 2 , I l l i n o i s  2 , M issouri 1 , Indiana 1 , and Pennsylvania 1*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



J u s t ic e  o f th e  U nited S ta te s  Supreme C ourt, and former p re s id e n t o f  

Washington College (now Washington and Lee U n iv e rs ity ) ,  to  th e  a c tin g  

presidency* During th i s  a d m in is tra tio n , I 838- I 84O, an ex tensive  re o r­

g an iza tio n  o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  took p lac e . However, M arshall seems to  have 

had on ly  a sm all p a r t  in  th e  reo rg an iza tio n  which was tak in g  p lace during 

t h i s  p e rio d . This perio d  was th e  th i r d  in  T ransy lvan ia’s h is to ry ,  in  

which th e  admin is t r a t io n  was ch a rac te rize d  by l ib e ra lis m . The two o th e r 

p erio d s  included th e  Toulmin ad m in is tra tio n , 1794-1796, and the H olley 

a d m in is tra tio n , 1818-1827. The ad m in is tra tio n  o f  James Moore, 1796- 

1804, might a lso  be c i te d  as a l i b e r a l  one s in ce  i t  d id  no t follow  

P resb y te rian  sec ta rian ism . During th e  M arshall ad m in is tra tio n  th e  

t ru s te e s  seem to  have made no fu r th e r  e f fo r t  to  secure a denom inational 

t i e  fo r  th e  u n iv e rs ity , but r a th e r  appeared to  launch a l i b e r a l  re o r­

g an iza tio n . F a ilu re s  w ith both th e  B ap tis ts  and the  E piscopalians as 

supporting denominations may have in fluenced  th e i r  course . M arshall’s 

term  o f  o f f ic e  extended from Ju ly  2 , I 838 to  November 2 , 1840. Fol­

lowing th i s  l i b e r a l  ad m in is tra tio n  ano ther t i e  w ith  th e  P resb y te rian s  

was attem pted . Upon th e  f a i lu r e  o f  the  l a t t e r  a f te r  about two years*: 

d u ra tio n , an unusual co n trac t w ith  th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church was 

arranged . T his perio d  o f M ethodist in flu en ce  i s  th e  su b jec t o f  th e  

follow ing ch ap te r.

R eorganization p eriod . 1838-1840. —A far-reach in g  reo rg an iza tio n  

took p lace in  1838* This reo rg an iza tio n  was Lexington and Kentucky 

c i t i z e n s ' re a c tio n  to  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f a complete f a i lu r e  o f Transyl­

v a n ia 's  academic department during th e  se rio u s  depression  th a t  followed
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th e  nation-w ide f in a n c ia l  c r i s i s  in  1837*

(a) FLAK OF REVIVAL*—A p lan  o f  a so c ie ty  to  rev iv e  M orrison C ollege
4 3

was announced on September 22, 1838* The purpose o f th is  so c ie ty  was 

to  o b ta in  from th e  le g is la tu r e  an a c t  to  in co rp o ra te  an o rg an iza tio n  to  

c o n s is t  o f  one hundred c i t iz e n s  o f  Kentucky, and graduates o f  Transyl­

vania U n iv e rs ity , w ith an annual su b sc rip tio n  fo r  f iv e  y e a rs , o f  one 

hundred d o lla rs  each* The fund a r is in g  from th e se  su b sc rip tio n s  would 

be used fo r  th e  endowment o f  p ro fesso rsh ip s  and bu ild ings*  On February 

20, 1839, th e  le g is la tu r e  sanctioned  th i s  proposed p lan  by approving "An 

Act to  Inco rpo ra te  th e  Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  and fo r  Other Purposes*"

The u rgen t need fo r  a  re v iv a l p lan  can be seen when some fa c ts  con­

cern ing  M orrison College a re  presented* An o f f i c i a l  re p o rt o f  I 838 

showed th a t  th e  number o f  stu d en ts  in  th e  academic department was t h i r t y ,
I f

t o t a l  d eb ts , $852,  t o t a l  income, $2,570, and expenses, #2 ,520. Prop­

e r ty  o f  the  u n iv e rs ity  included  th e  Morrison Fund, #20,000, n ineteen  

ac re s  o f ground in  th e  C ity  o f Lexington, includ ing  th e  b u ild in g s  o f 

M orrison C ollege, e t c . ,  $70,000; l ib r a r y  and p h ilo soph ica l ap p ara tu s,

#5, 000; F rank fo rt Bridge s to ck , twenty sh a re s , $500; and a  balance from 

M orrison 's  e s ta te ,  bu t u n c e rta in , c a r r ie d  a t  no v a lue ; t o t a l  value o f 

p ro p erty , $95*500* le s p i te  th e  r e la t iv e ly  low s ta tu s  o f th e  academic

43 "Plan o f a S o e ie ty ,"  Lexington Observer and Reporter* 7 (Septem­
ber 22, I 838) ,  3 .

44 "An Act to  Incorporate  the  Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  and fo r  Other 
Purposes," Lexington Observer and Reporter* 7 (March 27, I 839) ,  1*

45 Board o f T ru stees o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity , "Report o f  the  
T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , to  the L e g is la tu re  o f Kentucky," 
Lexington Observer and Reporter* 7 (January 2 , I 839) ,  2*
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c o lle g e , the u n iv e rs ity  as a whole was s t i l l  considered by observers t© 

be in  good condition# ^

(b) HEGRGANIZATIQH ACCOMPLISHED#—-The Transylvania I n s t i t u t e  was 

devised  not so much to  p lace  th e  academic department on an adequate b a s is  

a s  to  save i t  from f in a n c ia l  d isa s te r#  The in s t i t u t e  a lso  co n trib u ted  

s u b s ta n tia l ly  to  th e  p rogress o f th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools by underw riting 

new l i b r a r i e s  and a new m edical building# A t o t a l  o f eighty-one in d iv i-
i n

duals subscribed  $500 each fo r a t o t a l  o f #40,500, bu t only  f i f ty - th r e e
48su b sc rip tio n s  were f u l ly  p a id .

The T ransylvania I n s t i tu t e  Act was v i r tu a l ly  a  re -c h a r te r in g  o f  th e  

u n iv e rs ity . Where in  1818 th e  S ta te  o f Kentucky a s se r te d  i t s  f i l l  c o n tro l 

over th e  u n iv e rs ity , t h i s  c o n tro l was now shared w ith  th e  C ity  o f Lexington 

and th e  Transylvania I n s t i tu t e  in  th e  follow ing r a t io  o f c o n tro l,  according 

to  th e  number o f  t ru s te e s  each body could e le c t :  th e  s t a t e ,  th re e j  th e  

C ity  o f  Lexington, th re e  j and th e  T ransylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  two# A c tu a lly , 

co n tro l o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  was p laced  in  the hands o f the  Transylvania 

I n s t i t u t e  and th e  C ity  o f Lexington, s in ce  th ey  d esired  f u l l  c o n tro l and 

could  outvote th e  s ta te#

^  The lo c a l  p ress  spoke favorab ly  o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  a s  a whole and 
th e  p re ss  in  o th e r a reas was no t unen thusiastic*  See fo r example (Lewis* 
burg , Tennessee) Democratic Mirror# copied in  th e  Lexington Observer a^d 
R ep o rte r# 7 (September 2 2 ,1 8 3 8 ) , 3# The l a t t e r  mentions Transylvania*s 
“pre-eminence" among i t s  "d is tin g u ish ed  contem poraries."

47 "Hinutes o f th e  Board of T ru s tees, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , March 21, 1839," Vol* 7 , p , 1 ,

48 Ib id .# March 21, 1839, Vol. V, p . 7#
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The new tru s te e s  s e t  up s a la ry  schedules, and made arrange­

ments fo r  in c reasin g  th e  amount o f  in s tru c t io n a l  m a te r ia ls .  F ive thou­

sand d o lla rs  was gran ted  fo r  a law l ib r a r y ,  in  o rder th a t  a  complete 

s e t  o f  E nglish  re p o rts  both common law and chancery, re p o r ts  o f  the

supreme court ©f th e  U nited S ta te s ,  and of th e  p r in c ip a l s ta t e  co u rts
51

could be procured* P ro fesso rs  P e te r  and Bush, of th e  m edical school,

were appointed a s  agen ts to  Europe to  purchase m edical apparatus up to
52 53$15, 000, Building p lans fo r  dorm ito ries were drawn up, and th e

54plans fo r  the new m edical b u ild in g  s i t e  were approved in  May, 1839o 

(e) GAUSES RETARDING PROGRESS.—W ick liffe  enumerated th e  basic  

fo rces  which had re ta rd e d  Transylvania and h is  observation  i s  backed 

up by o th e r evidence* Governor Charles A. W ick liffe , in  h is  1839 mes­

sage, asked fo r  more a s s is ta n c e  fo r  th e  s ta t e  u n iv e rs ity  and fo r  th e  

estab lishm ent o f  an a g r ic u l tu r a l  department on i t s  campus. ^  An edi­

t o r i a l  on th e  g o v erno r's  message included th e  follow ing comment: " I t  i s

49 Madison C. Johnson, Henry C lay, J r . ,  and Benjamin G ratz re p re ­
sen ted  th e  s ta te  j Harry I* Bodley, J .  B* Johnson, and L e s lie  Combs rep re ­
sen ted  th e  C ity  o f Lexington j and Robert W ick liffe , J r . ,  and W illiam H.
Brand rep resen ted  th e  Transylvania In s t i tu te *  See "Transylvania Univer­
s i t y ,  March 21, 1839," Lexington Observer and R eporter. 7 (March 23, 1839), 
3» .

5© "Minutes of th e  Board o f  T ru s te es , Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , March 3©, 1839," Vol. V, p . 15.

51 Ml** ^eh 30 ,  1839, Vol. V, p. 16.
52 "Minutes of th e  Medical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­

in g ton , March 25 and A p ril 1 , I 839, "  pp. 190-91, 193*
"Transylvania M edical School," Observer and R eporter. 7 (A pril 6 , 

1839/, 3* I t  was s ta te d  th a t  th e  agen ts expected to  r e tu rn  e a r ly  in  Octo­
b e r , w ith the  " f r u i t s  o f t h e i r  m iss io n ."

53 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T ru stees, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , May 3 ,  1839, V ol. V, p . 26.

54 Ib id *. May 7 , 1839, V ol. V, p* 31.
55 "Governor’s Message—Education—A g ric u ltu re ,"  Observer and Repor­

t e r . 8 (December 7 , 1839), 3*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



211

now n ea rly  beyond th e  memory o f man, s in ce  h e r / “T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y ’s ^  claim s have been urged upon th e  General Assembly by any o f 

our G overnors." ^  The e d ito r  continued by saying th a t  i t  had become 

a fash ion  w ith  demagogues to  oppose th e  u n iv e rsity ?  b a t th e  recen t 

e f f o r t  o f her fr ie n d s  and th e  favorab le  support o f  the  governor seemed 

to  in d ic a te  th a t  Transylvania was going to  p ro g ress. However, Governor 

W ic k liffe ’s words f e l l  upon fa llow  ground? th e  s ta t e  continued i t s  r e ­

lu c tan ce  to  l e g is la te  more f in a n c ia l  support fo r  the  u n iv e rs ity .

The u n iv e rs ity ’s ro le  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  fo o tb a ll  seemed to  continue 

during th i s  p e rio d . Contemporary newspaper accounts re v e a l a  ty p ic a l  

p re ss  controversy  between the  democrats and w higs. The Observer and 

R eporter re p r in te d  c e r ta in  p o l i t i c a l  accu sa tio n s  a g a in s t T ransylvania 

from th e  Kentucky G azette o f  A p ril 2 , 1840: *»It w i l l  not be d ispu ted

we ex pect, t h a t  th e  democratic p a r ty  co n trib u te  as f re e ly  and as  f u l ly  

to  th e  support o f  th a t  in s t i tu t io n  /"T ran sy lv an ia /7 , by  d i r e c t  o r  in ­

d ire c t  pecuniary  c o n tr ib u tio n s , ©r by sending th e i r  sons to  i t  f o r  edu-
57c a tio n , as do th e  w higs.” T herefore , th e  w r i te r  concluded, the  

democrats had a  r ig h t  to  expect th a t  th e  means o f education  p laced  in  

th e  hands o f t h e i r  opponents should no t be p e rv e rted , causing th e  uni­

v e r s i ty  to  be transform ed in to  a seminary fo r  th e  p ro se ly tism  o f  p a r ty  

d o c tr in e s . A fu r th e r  observation  noted th a t  T ransylvania was not w ith­

ou t a r iv a l  (note e sp e c ia lly , Georgetown and Centre C olleges, strong­

holds o f th e  B a p tis ts  and P re sb y te r ia n s , re s p e c t iv e ly ) ,  and th a t  no

56 ( E d i to r ia l ) ,  Observer and R eporter. 8 (December 7 , 1839), 3 ,  
Observer and R eporter. 9 (A pril 4 , I 84O), 3 ,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



212

h es itan c y  would be shown in  endeavoring to  convert her m istakes in to
58a n o th e r 's  b en efit*

An Observer e d ito r  wrote th a t ,  in  o rd er to  r e ta in  th e i r  power, th e

democrats would h e s i ta te  a t  no means o f d estruc tion*  la th e r  than  give up

t h e i r  o f f ic e s ,  they  were w illin g  to  s a c r i f ic e  th e  b e s t in s t i tu t io n s  o f  th e  
59country . Continuing, he s ta te d :  "Being now in  power, they  a re  d e te r­

mined to  s c a t te r  u n iv e rsa l ru in  befo re  they  y ie ld  up th e  c o n tro l o f th e  

government. *

I t  can be seen th a t  th e  causes mentioned by Robert W ick liffe , J r . ,  

in  h is  m edical h a l l  address a re  su b s ta n tia te d  by o th e r observers* The 

s t a t e 's  r e fu s a l  to  adopt a se rio u s  f in a n c ia l  underw riting o f  the  s ta te  

u n iv e rs ity , and continued use o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  as a p o l i t i c a l  weapon, 

were two open causes re ta rd in g  th e  p rogress of Transylvania* A h in t  o f  

denom inational opposition  to  th e  l i b e r a l  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  was in d ica te d  

when th e  statem ent was made to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  T ran sy lv an ia 's  r iv a ls  

stood  ready to  convert h e r (T ran sy lv an ia 's) m istakes in to  t h e i r  ( r iv a l  

co lleg es) b en efits*  While no s u b s ta n tia l  evidence supports th i s  obser­

v a tio n , i t  may be assumed th a t  th e  e s ta b lish e d  denominations took d e f in ite  

s te p s  to  support t h e i r  own church—r e la te d  co lleg es  in  p reference to  th e  

l i b e r a l  quasi s ta te  un iv ersity *

The Davidson ad m in is tra tio n . 1810-181.2*—While th e  tru s te e s  probably 

had an u l te r io r  motive in  mind when they  c a lle d  Rev. Robert Davidson, a

58 Ib id *
59 Ib id *. E d i to r ia l ,  p« 3*
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P resb y te rian  clergyman, to  th e  presidency in  J u ly , 1840, ^  th e  m e rits  o f  

such a  motive were soon d ispelled*  The P resb y te rian s  had labored  and 

s tru g g led  to  b u ild  th e i r  own co lleg e  a t  D anville  (Centre C o llege), and 

th e y  were not w illin g  to  tak e  any a c tio n  th a t  would weaken th i s  co lle g e ; 

a id  o f alm ost any d esc rip tio n  would probably have worked to  th e  disadvan­

tag e  o f C entre, due to  some ex ten t to  th e i r  proximity* Davidson en tered  

h is  o f f ic e  w ith  th e  hope, courage, and confidence o f  many o f  h is  prede­

c e sso rs , b u t he soon resigned  h im self to  th e  f a t e  of f a i lu r e ,  ag a in , l ik e  

most o f  h is  predecessors* His d e s ire  to  succeed i s  expressed in  th e  fo l­

lowing passage from h is  in au g u ra l add ress: MTo th is  new o rg an iza tio n  your

eyes a re  d ire c te d , no t w ith  ou t anxiety*—perhaps, a f t e r  so many unsuccess­

f u l  experim ents, not w ithout fe a rs—fo r  re su s c ita t in g  th e  long bu ried  

g lo ry  o f  T ransy lvan ia , and re s to r in g  h e r p r is t in e  honors*" ^

Since t h i s  ad m in istra tio n  was unable to  o b ta in  any denom inational t i e  

o th er than  a clergyman p re s id e n t, i t  i s  t r e a te d  as a  l i b e r a l  adm in istra­

tio n *  As a  quasi s ta te  in s t i tu t io n  and in  com petition w ith  th e  church- 

r e la te d  schools o f  th e  s t a t e ,  T ransylvania during th i s  p erio d  was o f  

n e c e s s ity  a l ib e r a l  school*

(a ) DISINTEREST OF THE PRESBYTERIANS•—Davidson was unable to  succeed 

in  securing from th e  P resb y te rian s  any w hole-hearted support fo r  th e  uni­

v e r s i ty  during h is  adm in istra tion*  Consequently, he was unable to  re p o rt

60 wjfinutes o f th e  Board o f  T ru s tees, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , Ju ly  3 , 1840, Vol. V, p* 65*

^  Robert Davidson, A V indication  o f  Colleges and College Endowments* 
An Inaugural Address D elivered  in  th e  Chapel o f M orrison C ollege, Novem­
b er 2 , 1840, p* 1* Lexington: The U n iv e rsity , 1840*
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any b r i l l i a n t  success o r to  f i l l  th e  u n iv e rs ity  w ith  students*  C entre , 

th e  d is t in c t iv e ly  P resb y terian  co lleg e , had by th i s  tim e become firm ly  

e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  a f fe c tio n s  o f  th e  church, and any p lea  fo r  support 

coming from Transylvania U n iv ersity  encountered a deaf ear* Davidson 

soon recognized t h i s ,  and despaired o f  being ab le  to  stem th e  t id e  o f 

gen era l depression  now s e tt in g  in  again ; h indered in  h is  work by numer­

ous and vexatious embarrassments, he resig n ed  a f t e r  a "v igorous, but in -
62e f fe c tu a l  s tru g g le .*  Although immediately appointed Superintendent 

o f P ublic  In s tru c tio n  o f Kentucky by Governor L e tcher, he dec lined  th e  

honor* ^

The board o f t ru s te e s  in  re so lv in g  on a tender o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  

(i«  e . ,  th e  academic co lleg e  and p rep ara to ry  department) to  th e  M ethodist 

Episcopal Church in  Kentucky in  September, I 84I ,  ^  probably vexed David- 

son in to  resigning*

The board o f  t r u s te e s ,  a f t e r  many disappointm ents in  th e  s e le c tio n  

o f  le a d e rs , decided upon th e  importance o f  securing th e  support o f  one 

o f th e  P ro te s ta n t denominations which d id  not have a strong school o f  

i t s  own in  Kentucky* Although th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church had i t s  

own school in  Augusta (Kentucky), th e  t ru s te e s  were ab le  to  n e g o tia te  

su c c e ss fu lly  w ith  t h i s  denomination, and a  new perio d  o f  expansion was 

begun upon t h e i r  acceptance o f  th e  management o f  th e  academic department*

42 Robert Davidson, H isto ry  of th e  P resb y te rian  Church in  Kentucky. 
p . 319* Mew Tork: Robert G arter Co., 1847*

65 I b id *
44 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T ru s te es , T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­

in g to n , September 21, I 84I ,  Vol. V, p* 93*
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fh e  next chap ter deals  w ith  th e  M ethodists* connection w ith  Transylvania 

fo r  e ig h t years*

P ro fessio n a l Educational Eminence, 1826-1842

The p ro fe ss io n a l schools blossomed during th i s  p e rio d , reaching 

h e ig h ts  o f  achievement matched by no o th e r co lleg e  o r u n iv e rs ity  in  th e  

U nited S ta te s .  The m edical school o f  th e  U n iv e rsity  o f Pennsylvania pro­

bably  was s tro n g e r than  th a t  o f  T ransylvania and th e  law school o f Harvard 

U n iv e rsity  took  th e  lead  from Transylvania in  I 838,  but considering  th e  

schools as  a p ro fe ss io n a l team , Transylvania le d  th e  nation*

America*s second most eminent m edical school.-—The m edical school o f 

Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  ranked in  en ro llm en t, eminence o f f a c u lty ,  l ib r a r y

f a c i l i t i e s ,  and q u a li ty  o f in s tru c t io n  second only  to  th e  m edical school
65o f  th e  U n iv e rsity  o f Pennsylvania during t h i s  period*

^ Bobert W ick liffe , An Address D elivered on th e  Occasion o f  Laying 
th e  -Corner Stone o f th e  New M edical H all o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . Ju ly , 
1829, P* 28. Lexington: Noble and Dunlap, P r in te r s ,  1839*

See lo b e r t  P e te r ,  Thoughts on M edical Education i n  America, p . 12. 
Lexington: The U n iv ersity , I 838 . Comparative enrollm ents fo r  lead ing  
m edical schools fo r  the academic y e a r , 1834-35 were: U n iv e rs ity  o f Pennsyl­
v an ia , 392; T ransylvania U n iv e rsity , 255J Je ffe rso n  M edical College (P h ila ­
d e lp h ia ) , 233} Harvard, 82; and l a l e ,  64*

F rancis B. Packard, H isto ry  o f Medicine in  th e  United S ta te s .  Vol.
I ,  p . 1078. New Tork: Paul Hoeber, I n c . ,  P u b lish e rs , 1931*

See "Kentucky," N iles  Weekly R e g is te r . 29 (January 29 (January 21, 
1826), 326* "There a re  282 s tu d en ts  in  th e  m edical school o f the  Transyl­
vania U n iversity—a number th a t  i s  exceeded only in one in s tan ce  in  th e  
U nited S ta te s  • . . ."

See "Minutes o f  the  Board o f  T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, January 1 , 1829," V ol. IV, p . 112. The m edical school "now 
th e  Second School o f th e  k ind in  America w i l l  then  be ab le  to  compete on 
equal terms w ith i t s  only  r iv a l—th a t  o f  P h ila d e lp h ia ."

See "A F riend  to  T ru th ,"  "Transylvania M edical School," Kentucky
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(a )  MULTIPLICATION OF MEDICAL SCHOOIfiW ith th e  estab lishm ent o f  a
66m edical school in  L o u isv ille  by Centre College in  1833> in  a d d itio n  t©

th e  gradual m aturing o f from one to  th re e  m edical schools in  C in c in n a ti
67

(which e a r l ie r  had g re a t ly  f lu c tu a te d ) ,  the  m edical fa c u lty  b raced  i t ­

s e l f  fo r  stro n g er com petition . D r. Caldwell was speaking fo r  the  e n t i re  

T ransylvania U n iv ersity  Medical F acu lty  when he d e liv e red  h is  ad d ress ,
61

“Thoughts o f the  Im polity  o f M ultip ly ing  Schools o f  Medicine,*' in  1634.

Caldw ell emphasized the fa c t  th a t  th e  m edical school o f T ransylvania pos-
69

sessed  th e  se v e ra l “p ro v is io n s  and fitn ess* ' enumerated in  h is  add ress , 

but in  sev era l in stan ces  im plied  reco g n itio n  o f  the growing th r e a t  o f

G aze tte . 52 (A p ril 20, 1837), 1 .  "Kentucky has h i th e r to  stood prominent 
among th e  S ta te s  a s  possessing  the second M edical School in  th e  N ation. ”

See C harles Caldw ell, A Report Made to  th e  le g is la tu r e  o f  Kentucky 
on th e  M edical Department o f  T ransylvania U n iv ersity . February, 15 th ,
I 836,  pp. 8 -9 . Lexington: J .  C larke and Co., P r in te r s ,  I 836 .  “The 
M edical Department o f th e  U n iversity  o f  Pennsylvania, an in s t i tu t io n  
whose age i s  near a cen tu ry , and which stands in  th e  m idst o f  a dense 
and wealthy popu la tion , has alone surpassed h e r ."

See N. E . Smith to  Robert P e te r , Dean, M edical F acu lty , T ransyl­
vania U n iv ersity , l e t t e r ,  dated  Lexington, January 7 , 1841 copied in  
“Minutes o f th e  M edical Department o f T ransylvania U n iv ers ity , Lexington, 
February 2 ,  1841," pp. 219-20. “/"T ransy lvan ia  U n iv ersity  is_ 7  decidedly  
th e  b e s t—endowed Medical School in  America. I t s  patronage, and th e  en­
ro llm en ts  of i t s  c la s se s  a re  second to  those  o f but one « • * . “

66 James Conquest Cross, “M edical C o lleges,"  Lexington Observe^ and 
Kentucky R eporter. 26 (December 19, I 833) ,  2 .

W f h e  C incinnati m edical schools experienced a  f lu c tu a tin g  ex isten ce  
during  th i s  period* Some o f  th e se  were Miami U n iv e rs ity  M edical School, 
th e  M edical College o f Ohio, and th e  C incinnati M edical C ollege.

68 C harles Caldw ell, Thoughts o f th e  Im polity  o f M ultip ly ing  Schools 
o f M edicine.  Lexington: Lexington M edical S o c ie ty , I 834. Pp. 35 .  Also 
pub lished  in  th e  Transylvania Journal o f Medicine and The A ssociate  
S ciences. 7 (August, I 834) ,  221-42.

69 i b i d . . p . 29.
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L o u isv ille  as  a cen te r  fo r  m edical tra in in g *  Another problem, th a t  o f

s c a rc i ty  o f  anatom ical specimens, which was c o n s is te n tly  denied by th e

Transylvania M edical F acu lty , may have p laced  Lexington a t  a disadvantage

in  com petition w ith  th e  much more ra p id ly  growing r iv e r  c i t i e s ,  L o u isv ille  
70and C incinnati*  In  o rder to  w ithstand  th e  new com petition , p o te n tia l

and a c tu a l ,  th e  m edical fa c u lty  requested  Dr. Caldwell to  approach th e

s ta te  le g is la tu r e  fo r  funds fo r  books and o th e r a id s  to  in s tru c t io n  from 
71Europe* Caldwell pleaded fo r  s ta te  a id  fo r th e  m edical schoo l, and

p resen ted  th e  h is to ry  o f  s ta te  a id  to  h igher education in  se v e ra l o th er
72s ta t e s ,  but to  no avail*  The c i t y  council o f  L o u isv ille  made a hand­

some o f fe r  to  Transylvania U n iv ersity  which involved th e  moving o f  th e
73m edical school to  L o u isv ille*  Dr. Caldwell w rote th a t  th e  whole facu l­

t y  was d isru p ted  and d is s a t i s f ie d  during th e  w in te r o f  1836- 37 , when th e  

con troversy  over the  movement o f  th e  m edical sehool was tak in g  p la c e . ^

7° See Charles Caldw ell, Autobiography o f  Charles C aldw ell, pp . 389-  
90, P h ilad e lp h ia : L ip p in c o tt, Grambo, and Company, 1855* Galdw ell wrote 
th a t  the  ta rd y  growth o f  Lexington as compared to  L o u isv ille  and C in c in n a ti, 
and th e  s c a rc i ty  o f anatom ical "subjects*' fo r  d is s e c tio n , were frequen t 
d iscu ssio n s  between Dr. Dudley and h im se lf.

71 "Minutes o f  th e  M edieal Department o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, November 25, 1835, "  p .  I 34 .

72 C harles Caldw ell, A Report Made to  The L e g is la tu re  o f Kentucky.
on th e  M edical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv ers ity , February 15 th , I 836.  
Pp. 34.

73 For a ra th e r  d e ta ile d  p ic tu re  o f  th e  Transylvania m edical school 
con troversy  between th e  City o f L o u isv ille  and Transylvania U n iv ersity , 
see Kentucky W riters* P ro je c t o f th e  Work P ro je c ts  Administration , A Cen­
te n n ia l  H isto ry  o f  the  U n iv ersity  o f L ou isv ille , p. 27* L o u isv ille :  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  L o u isv ille , 1939*

74 C harles Caldw ell, Autobiography, op. c i t . . p , 400.
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(b) FACULTY SPLIT*—-Caldwell proceeded, w ith the support o f  Louis­

v i l l e  a u th o r it ie s  to  e s ta b lis h  a  m edical school in  L ou isv ille*  He address­

ed a mass m eeting a t  th e  E ad ica l M ethodist Episcopal Church in  Louis­

v i l l e  on March 30, 1837* in  which he p resen ted  a  d e ta ile d  p lan  fo r  a  m edi-
75c a l  school in  L o u isv ille . The c i t i e s  o f Lexington and L o u isv ille  by 

th i s  tim e had become openly h o s tile *  The newspapers o f both c i t i e s  were 

a tta c k in g  th e  c it iz e n s  o f the  other* The Lexington papers cen tered  a 

la rg e  amount o f  t h e i r  v i l i f i c a t i o n  upon Dr. C aldw ell, w hile th e  Louis­

v i l l e  p ress  explained Lexington* s la c k  of h o s p ita l  f a c i l i t i e s  and anatomi­

c a l  specimens fo r  d issec tin g  purposes. ^  Lunsford P* Y andell, S r* , a 

p a r ty  in  th e  c o n f l ic t ,  wrote o f  th e  a f f a i r  some tim e l a t e r ,  s ta t in g  th a t  

"Lexington, to e  most e l ig ib le  s i t e  fo r  a  m edical school when i t  was organs* 

iz e d , was now adm itted to  be d e f ic ie n t  in  some o f th e  elem ents e s s e n tia l  

to  th e  estab lishm ent o f a g re a t and enduring in s t i tu t io n * 4* ^  Lexington

had no h o s p ita l  and fu rn ished  very  p recario u s  and inadequate means fo r
;

78
anatom ical study in  1837*

(c) REORGANIZATION *—The m edical school o f Transylvania was reo rgan- 
79

iz e d , and continued to  f lo u r is h  d e sp ite  th e  s p l i t  in  th e  fa c u lty  and

75 Charles Caldw ell, Autobiography* op* c i t . .  pp* 403- 4 *
76 »a Friend to  T ru th ,44 "Transylvania M edical S chool,44 Kentucky 

G azette* 52 (A p ril 20, I 837) ,  1* This a r t i c l e  o f s ix  columns and many 
o th e rs  appeared in  A p r il,  1337, in  the  Lexington and L o u isv ille  presses*

See Lexington In te ll ig e n c e r  and (L o u isv ille )  Publie A d v ertise r 
fo r  th e  period  February o to  M arch25, 1337*

77 Lunsford P* Y andell, S r* , H isto ry  o f  th e  Medical Department o f 
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  L o u isv ille , p . 9 . L o u isv ille :  O ffice o f th e  Jo u rn a l, 
1852.

78 I b id *, pp. 10-18*
79 "Transylvania U n iv ersity  M edical Departm ent,44 Kentucky G azette. 

52 (August 3 ,  1837), 3*
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o th e r  co n tro v ers ies  in  1836-37* C itizen s  o f Lexington, aroused from t h e i r  

apathy by th e  attem pt to  t r a n s f e r  th e i r  m edical school to  a  r i v a l  c i ty ,  

supported i t  w ith  renewed vigor* Of no l i t t l e  importance to  th e  Transyl­

van ia  M edical School was i t s  devoted corps o f alumni upon whom i t  could 

r e ly  in  tim es o f  d is t r e s s ,  and a high ranking name among m edical schools, 

which th e  suecess o f n ine teen  sessions had been co n s ta n tly  streng then ing  

and extending* The Transylvania M edical School continued to  m ain tain  a 

h igh p lace  among m edical schools fo r  over a  score o f years  a f t e r  t h i s  con­

tro v e rsy .

(d) EXPANSION OF MEDICAL SCHOOL FACILITIES.—The m edical school f a c i­

l i t i e s  were g re a t ly  expanded daring th i s  p e rio d . With p lans subm itted fo r  

a new m edical b u ild in g , 80 and approved by th e  t r u s te e s ,  81 and w ith  $ 1 5 ,-

000 a l lo t t e d  f o r  ad d itio n s  to  the  m edical l ib r a r y  and fear in s tru c t io n a l  
82m a te r ia ls ,  th e  m edical department assumed high am bitions in  th e  f ie ld  

o f m edical education . Dr. Bobert P e te r and Dr. James M. Bash were sen t

gn
“Minutes o f th e  M edical Department o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­

in g to n , March 28, 1839," p . 192.

81 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T ru stees, Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lexing­
to n , May 7j 1839," Vol. V, p . 31 .

82 "Minutes o f th e  M edical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , March 25, 1839," pp. 190-91.

83 Robert W ick liffe , J r . ,  An Address D elivered on th e  Occasion of 
Laying th e  Corner Stone o f  th e  New Medical H a ll. T ransylvania Univer*- 
s i t y ,  Ju ly , 1839, p . 28. Lexingtont Noble and Dunlop, P r in te r s ,  1839.
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to  Europe by th e  m edical school fo r  th e  purpose o f buying in s tru c t io n a l  
84

m ateria ls*

America1 s lead in g  law school*—Transylvania was America’s lead ing  law 

school from 1829 to  I 838 .

(a) COMPARISON WITH OTHER LAW SCHOOLS.—Although th e  number o f  s tu d en ts  

studying law a t  T ransylvania, Harvard, Y ale, and V irg in ia  fo r  th e  p eriod , 

1828 to  I 838,  d id  no t d i f f e r  very  much, Transylvania i s  coneeded by th e  

Carnegie study , T raining fo r  th e  Public P ro fessio n  o f  th e  Law* to  have been 

th e  la rg e s t  in  p o in t of enrollm ent* ^  See Table 1 , page 221, fo r  more 

complete f ig u re s  on enrollm ents during t h i s  period*

While th e re  a re  few o th e r s t r i c t l y  o b jec tiv e  bases upon which th ese  

law schools may be compared, fro® th e  s tandpo in t o f th e  number of p ro fes­

so rs  T ransylvania le d  th e  f i e ld .  T ransylvania in  Ju ly , I 838,  was th e  f i r s t  

law school in  America to  employ th re e  p ro fe s so rs . A fte r  th e  reorgan iza­

t io n  in  Ju ly , 1838* th e  course o f  study was en larged  to  such an ex ten t

84- Dr. Robert P e te r  to  Dean Thomas D* M itch e ll, M edical Department, 
T ransylvania U n iv ersity , l e t t e r ,  dated London, England, August 22, 1839} 
published  in  p a r t  in  th e  Observer and R eporter. 8 (September 18, I 839) ,  3* 

"Medical Department. T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Observer and Re­
p o r te r . 8 (October 30, 1839/, 3*

Thos. D. M itch e ll, Dean, "Transylvania U n iv ersity  M edical Depart­
m ent," Observer and Reporter* 8 (September 18, I 839) ,  3 .

85 A lfred  Z. Reed, T raining fo r  th e  P ub lic  P ro fession  o f th e  Law: 
H is to r ic a l  Development and P r in c ip a l Contemporary Problems o f Legal Edu­
c a tio n  in  th e  U nited S ta te s ,  pp. 118, 142, 143* B u lle tin  Number F if te e n . 
New York: The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 1921.

86 Ib id .* p* 182 (fo o tn o te ) .
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TABLE 1

COMPARATIVE MROUMMT FIGURES OF FOUR LEADING LAW SCHOOLS,
1828-1840

Year
Transylvania 

Law School

a  b 
Harvard

Law School
Yale Law C 

School
U n iv ersity  
o f  V irg in ia  
Law School

1828-29 (In a c tiv e ) 6 20 27

1829-3© 24 24 21 23

: 1830-31 • •• 31 33 16

I 83I -3 2 37 4© 44 29

1832-33 39 38 31 37

I 833-34 • 0# 51 39 48

1834-35 36 32 45 33

1835-36 • 00 52 31 67

1836-37 0 00 50 31 55

1837—38 •  0 0 63 33 67

I 838-39 0 00 78 32 54

I 839-40 71 86 45 71

a F igures from Transylvania U n iv e rsity  catalogues*

b , e , and d j?igUre3 f rom A lfred  Z* Reed, T rain ing  fo r  th e  Public 
P ro fession  o f the  Law* p* 450. B u lle tin  Humber F if te e n . New York: 
The Carnegie Foundation fo r  th e  Advancement o f  Teaching, 1921.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



th a t  i t  became th e  most comprehensive o f  any law school in  th e  U nited
87S ta te s ,  Harvard and Yale no t excepted* Kerr wrote th a t  th e  $5,000

ap p ro p ria ted  fo r  th e  law l ib ra r y  in  March, 1839, soon made T ran sy lv an ia 's

"one o f  th e  l a r g e s t ,  i f  not th e  la rg e s t  and b e s t s e le c te d , law l i b r a r i e s
88th en  assembled in  th e  U nited S tates*

(b) GEORGE ROBERTSON, PROFESSOR OF LAW, 1834-1857*—The law sc h o o l's  

most su ccessfu l p ro fesso r was George Robertson, who h e ld  t h i s  p o s itio n  fo r  

tw en ty -th ree  y ea rs , from 1834 to  1857* When Robertson accepted th e  pro­

fe sso rsh ip  o f  law , he advised the  law c la s s  as  fo llow s:

Her f a te  /"T ransy lvan ia  J  depends in  no inconsiderab le  degree on 
th e  conduct o f  h e r sons* They may r e f le c t  honor, and r a is e  h e r ,  o r b ring  
shame and sink  her in  th e  opinion o f  a s c ru tin iz in g  p u b lic ; and none o f  
th o se  who w i l l  be nourished a t  h er b re a s t w i l l  have more in flu en ce  on h e r 
d e s tin ie s  than  th e  p u p ils  o f  h er law departm ent. 89

Judge Robertson emphasized to  every c la s s  two admonitions* The f i r s t  

was: “M editation  i s  necessary  to  a f u l l  knowledge o f  th e  law ." Second:

"T alen ts however b r ig h t ,  knowledge however g re a t ,  w i l l  be u navailing  o r 

pern ic ious w ithout h a b itu a l in d u s try , system atic prudence and p e rfe c t 

honor." In  h is  rem iniscences a f te r  re tirem en t t h i s  d is tin g u ish ed  j u r i s t  

w rote o f h is  connection w ith  th e  law school:

* * . I  helped to  make more than twelve hundred law yers, s c a tte re d  
over th e  U nited S ta te s ,  but p r in c ip a lly  over th e  W estern, Southern and

  ..... 1 111 frii'imiiet e

Charles K err, "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity 's  Law Department," Ameri­
cana* 31 (January , 1937), 35-36*

Ib id . .  pp . 36-37.

George Robertson (1790-1874), Scrap Book on Law and P o lit ie s*  Mian 
and Times, p . 48 . Lexington: Published by th e  au th o r, I 855 ,
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Northwestern S ta te s  and T e rr ito r ie s*  They l e f t  me a l l  r ig h t  in  fundamen­
t a l  p o li t ic s *  and many o f  them have become d is tin g u ish ed  j u r i s t s  and S ta te s ­
men, occupying h igh  p laces a t  th e  b a r , on th e  bench and in  th e  l e g is la t iv e  
co u n c ils  S ta te  and N atio n al. For the lab o r and p r iv a tio n  encountered in  
t h e i r  tu te la g e , I  f e e l  more than  compensated by the a ssu rin g  hope th a t  th e  
seed I  sowed w i l l ,  by i t s  wholesome f r u c t i f i c a t io n ,  h e lp  to  save our in ­
s t i tu t io n s  and b le s s  our p o s te r ity *  90

R obertson 's  re p u ta tio n  a s  a j u r i s t  was h igh ; he was an ab le  o ra to r ,
91and a w r i te r  o f  some note*

(c) BEGflGANIZATIQN.—The Transylvania Law School was reorgan ized  in  
92Ju ly , IS38 .  A fte r P ro fesso r Mayes' re s ig n a tio n  th e  tru s te e s  decided to  

c re a te  a  new professorsh ip*  The fo llow ing assignm ents were made: Aaron 

K. Woolley, p ro fesso r o f n a tu ra l law , th e  elements of the  common law , and 

m ercan tile  law; Thomas A. M arshall, p ro fesso r o f  th e  law o f  c o n tra c ts ,  o f  

evidence and p lead ing ; and George R obertson, p ro fesso r o f c o n s ti tu tio n a l  

law , th e  law o f comity—and eq u ity  in  i t s  v ario u s  branches* ^

The p re ss  re a c tio n  to  th i s  reo rg an iza tio n  was complimentary* An

90 Ib id . .  p . 146.

91 fo r  d e ta i l s  o f  R obertson 's  l i f e ,  ine lud ing  h is  se rv ice  in  th e  U* S. 
House o f R epresen ta tives and as supreme judge of Kentucky, see E* Merton 
C o u lte r, "G eorge R obertson," D ic tionary  o f American Biography, op* e i t *. 
V ol. XVI, pp . 22-23.

George Robertson, An O utline o f th e  L ife  o f George Robertson. 
W ritten  by H im self, w ith  an In tro d u c tio n  and Appendix by h is  Son* Lexing­
to n : T ransylvania P re ss , 1876. Pp* 27G*

"Minutes o f  th e  Board o f  T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , Ju ly  2 , I 838,"  pp. 412-13.

93 Board o f  T ru s tees, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . "Transylvania Law 
School," Observer and R eporter. 7 (August 29, I 838) ,  1 .
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e d i to r ia l  re fe r re d  to  th e  p rospects  o f  a c la s s  in  the  law school a s  ♦'highly

f la t t e r in g ,"  and po in ted  to  the  reo rg an iza tio n  of th e  departm ent,  along

w ith  th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th e  v arious branches o f  th e  sc ien ce , a s  having
94"given th e  most e n t i re  s a tis fa c tio n * "  Two months l a t e r ,  a t  th e  beg in ­

ning o f th e  reorganized  term , another e d i to r ia l  spoke o f th e  "p rospects

o f  a la rg e  c la s s  in  th e  Law Department o f Transylvania" a s  " b e t te r  than
95th ey  have been fo r  sev e ra l years*" Only a  few s t a t i s t i c s  a re  a v a il­

ab le  f o r  th e  law department fo r  t h i s  period* The enrollm ent f o r  th e  y ea r ,
96

1839-4®, was seventy-one, and th e  number o f  g raduates fo r  th e  y ea r,
97I 84I - 42 ,  was fo rty -fo u r*  These f ig u re s  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  law school

was in  a h ig h ly  f lo u r ish in g  co nd ition  during t h i s  period*

Summary

I t  has been shown th a t  sev e ra l a ttem pts to  secure support behind th e  

u n iv e rs ity  by a lig n in g  i t  w ith  one o r  another denominations were no t suc­

cessfu l*  The u n o ff ic ia l  B ap tis t connection f a i le d  because th a t  denomina­

t io n  chose to  e s ta b lis h  a school wholly under i t s  c o n tro l a t  Georgetown*

94 "Transylvania Medical and Law Schools," Observer and R eporter. 7 
(September 22, I 838) ,  3 .

95 «The Law School," Observer and Reporter* 7 (November 7 , I 838) ,  2*
96 Annual Announcement o f  th e  Medical Department o f Transvlvania 

U n iv ers ity . 1840*41. p , 11, Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , I 84I .

97 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, February 25, 1842," V ol, Y, p , 104*
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The E piscopalian  a f f i l i a t i o n  was not o f f i c i a l  and i t  to o  was n o t success­

f u l ,  probably because o f  i t s  r e la t iv e ly  sm all number o f members and t h e i r  

g en era l lack  o f in te re s t*  A b id  to  th e  P re sb y te rian s , a f t e r  they  had v i r ­

tu a l ly  fo rg o tten  about th e  school o f  th e i r  f i r s t  lo v e , proved to  be com­

p le te ly  in e ffec tiv e*  E ffo r ts  o f  th e  t r u s te e s ,  who were s t i l l  under th e  

c o n tro l o f  th e  s ta t e ,  proved pow erless in  advancing th e  re p u ta tio n  o f th e  

u n iv e rs ity *  Daring t h i s  period  th e  movement to  e s ta b lis h  s e c ta r ia n  schools 

was encouraged, b ring ing  about more com petition fo r  th e  s ta te  u n iv e rsity *  

Evidence th a t  th e  l ib e ra lis m -s e c ta r ia n  con troversy  was waning i s  seen in  

th e  la c k  o f  s e c ta r ia n  opposition  to  th e  reo rg an iza tio n  o f  Transylvania in  

1839, when co n tro l was p laced  in  th e  hands o f th e  T ransylvania I n s t i tu t e  

(two v o te s ) ,  C ity  o f Lexington (th re e  v o te s ) ,  and th e  S ta te  o f Kentucky 

( th re e  votes)*  This reo rg an iza tio n  seems to  have been a scheme by c i t iz e n s  

o f Lexington to  w rest co n tro l from th e  s t a t e ,  which had been so r e lu c ta n t 

to  support th e  school* This reo rg an iza tio n  spurred th e  p ro fe ss io n a l 

schools on to  g re a te r  achievem ent, bu t was not a  very  s trong  in c en tiv e  in  

r e v i ta l iz in g  th e  academic department •

During t h i s  period  o f  fou rteen  years  th e  law school had been con­

ceded by many a u th o r it ie s  to  have le d  the f i e ld ,  re lin q u ish in g  i t s  to p  

p o s it io n  to  Harvard in  I 838.  The m edical school was a  re g io n a l i f  not a 

n a tio n a l school, drawing s tu d en ts  from some te n  to  tw enty s ta te s  and 

holding an u n o ff ic ia l  ranking o f  second p laee  in  America only to  th e  

famous U n iv ersity  o f Pennsylvania m edical school a t  P h iladelph ia*  Some 

evidence has been p resen ted  in d ica tin g  th a t  Transylvania Seminary, 1780- 

1799, and Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 1799-1818, w ere, in  e f f e c t ,  quasi

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



/  226
>

p u b lic  schools* Since no change was made in  the  c h a r te r  u n t i l  1839, 

t h i s  quasi p u b lic  ch a rac te r o f  T ransylvania remained unchanged u n t i l  

t h a t  tim e . In  1818 th e  s ta te  dem onstrated i t s  p re ro g a tiv e  o f  co n tro l 

when rep lac in g  a board which i t  la b e le d  se c ta r ia n  w ith  one which i t  

termed l ib e ra l*  The s ta te  had dem onstrated sane of i t s  power during 

th e  seminary period* Then, Transylvania must be considered  a quasi 

p u b lic  school from 1780 to  1839* However, th e  s ta te  d id  su rrender i t s  

c o n tro l in  I 839 when i t  passed a  re o rg an iza tio n  a c t  p lacing  c o n tro l in to  

a combination o f  p r iv a te  and m unicipal hands* F u rth e r , accomplishments 

o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  p r io r  to  I 839 a re  those  o f  A m erica's f i r s t  quasi s ta te  

u n iv e rs ity  to  achieve n a tio n a l prominence*

Causes p reventing  Transylvania from reaching th e  founders ' goals 

included  those  mentioned in  previous chapters* Of e sp e c ia l importance 

was th e  la c k  o f support, both f in a n c ia l  and from the  standpoin t of 

le a d e rsh ip . T ru ly  th e  lead e rsh ip  fu rn ish ed  by th e  C ity  o f Lexington 

in  ra is in g  la rg e  sums o f  money and in  m ain tain ing  T ransylvania through 

th e  f in a n c ia l  panic o f  1837 and the depression  th a t  follow ed was s ig n i­

f ic a n t*  But s in ce  th e  support soon d ec lin ed , th e  school, a s  a  conse­

quence, declined  also*
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CHAPTER V III 

METHODIST EXPANSION; LIBERAL DECLINE, 1842-1856

The f i r s t  sec tio n  o f  th i s  chap ter deals  w ith  th e  p e rio d , 1842-1850, 

during which th e  academic department was through th e  medium o f a w r itte n  

c o n tra c t p laced  under th e  management o f th e  M ethodist E piscopal Church*

In  1844 when th e  Northern and Southern branches o f Methodism separa ted , 

th e  academic departm ent's  c o n tro l v i r tu a l ly  (but no t form ally) s h if te d  

to  th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church South. In  1850, a f te r  a period  o f 

sp lend id  p ro g ress , th e  e n t ire  u n iv e rs ity  had begum to  show se rio u s  de­

c lin e*  This p e rio d  o f decline  continued u n t i l  I 856 when the  s ta te  le g is ­

la tu r e  gave new hope to  th e  u n iv e rs ity  by reorgan iz ing  i t  and appropri­

a t in g  money f o r  a  teach e r t r a in in g  department*

M ethodist C ontrol o f  M orrison College

Tender o f  academic co lleg e  c o n tro l. —The t ru s te e s  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  

made a ten d e r o f Transylvania U n iv ersity  to  th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church 

through th e  medium of th e  Kentucky Conference in  se ss io n  in  M aysviUe, 

Kentucky, in  September, I 84I .  ^ The Kentucky Conference, in  so f a r  a s  i t  

was competent f o r  them to  ac t under th e  circum stances, accep ted  the ten d er 

o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  b eh a lf  o f  the M ethodist Episcopal Church in  th e  United 

S ta te s ,  and appointed commissioners in  b eh a lf o f the Kentucky Conference, 

to  confer w ith  th e  Commissioners o f  the  General Conference in  an e f fo r t  to

^ "Minutes o f  th e  Board o f T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , September 21, 1841," V ol. V, p* 93*

227

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



228

secure favorab le  a c tio n  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  p rep o sitio n  from the t ru s te e s
2o f  T ransylvania U niversity*

F in a l c o n tra c t*-—The f in a l  agreement between the  Church and the t r u s ­

te e s  was reached on June 3 , 1842, when th e  s t ip u la tio n s  s e t  up by the

Church were agreed to ,  and the  agreement was signed by Rev. Base cm and
3Madison C* Johnson, chairman o f the board o f  tru s te e s*  The Kentucky 

Conference a t  i t s  September, 1842, sess io n  nominated the  fa c u lty  fo r  th e  

academic department o f  the  u n iv e rs i ty  and appointed a  committee o f f iv e  

clergymen a s  a v is i t in g  committee to  a tte n d  th e  exam inations o f  th e  aca­

demic department and to  re p o rt i t s  cond ition  and p rospects  to  th e  next 

session* The Kentucky Conference a lso  agreed to  cooperate w ith  th e  

Church a t  la rg e , in  e f fo r ts  to  make M orrison College a success, and re ­

so lved  to  attem pt to  endow a p ro fesso rsh ip  o f  English  L ite ra tu re  in  th e  

c o lle g e . ^

D efeet o f  agreement . —This agreement between th e  u n iv e rs i ty  t ru s te e s  

and th e  M ethodists f a i le d  to  rece iv e  the  approval o f  the le g i s la tu r e ,  but
e

was en tered  in to  in  s p ite  o f th is  f a c t .  A g rea t d ea l o f  opposition  to  

t h i s  agreement a rose  in  both th e  Kentucky and Ohio Conferences* The 

agreement was se rio u s ly  ob jec ted  to  by th e  c i t iz e n s  o f Augusta and th e

2 Annual Announcement o f Transylvania U n iv ersity . 1843. p .  9* Lex­
ing ton : The U n iv ers ity , 1843.

3 "Minutes o f  th e  Board of T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , June 3 , 1842," V ol. V, pp. 117-19*

4- Annual Announcement of T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1843. pp. 14-15. 
Lexington: The U n iv ersity , 1843*

5 Robert Davidson, H isto ry  of th e  P resb y te rian  Chureh in  Kentucky, 
op. c i t . ,  p . 320.
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t r u s te e s  o f  Augusta C ollege, #10 p resen ted  th e i r  o b jec tio n s  to  th e  s ta te

l e g i s la tu r e ,  urging th a t  i t  was a rep u d ia tio n  o f "p lig h ted  f a i th "  to  th a t

c o lle g e , s in ce  i t s  own c h a r te r  c a lle d  fo r  th e  utmost and undivided e f fo r ts
6o f th e  Ohio and Kentucky Conferences* The agreement was a lso  opposed in

th e  committee o f th e  House o f R epresen ta tives by th e  f r ie n d s  o f Augusta

C ollege, who u n itin g  w ith  th e  fr ie n d s  o f  the p residen t o f T ransylvania

U n iv ersity  (who a lso  forwarded a rem onstrance on th e  p a r t o f  h im self and

th e  fa c u lty  to  th e  le g is la tu r e )  k i l l e d  th e  b iH  proposing i t s  san c tio n ,
7befo re  i t  came befo re  th e  f lo o r  fo r  a vote*

The grave e r ro r  o f the  M ethodists seemed to  l i e  in  th e  com plicated 

s tru c tu re  o f th e i r  agreement w ith the  tru s te e s*  A more la s t in g  agreement 

and one which would seem b e t te r  to  s a t i s f y  th e  aims o f th e  M ethodists 

would have included  th e  c o n tro l o f  the  e n t i r e  u n iv e rs i ty . A dm inistra tion  

o f  th e  academic department under th e  cond itions as drawn up and agreed to  

were too  d e ta ile d  and contained  too  many a d m in is tra tiv e  bodies to  allow  

f o r  c le a r ly  defined  a u th o r ity . In  a d d itio n , a u n iv e rs ity  under th e  e o n tro l 

o f  th e  Church would probably have e n lis te d  a number o f conferences in  i t s  

support—*perhaps, a l l  th e  South; but no t so a mere "c o lle g e ,"  o f  which

6 "Memorial o f  th e  T rustees o f  Augusta C ollege, da ted , Augusta, Ken­
tu ck y , February 3 , 1843," PP* 2 , 3 , a»d 15* M anuscript. Typew ritten copy 
in  T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington.

7 See Memorial Appended to  the  V is itin g  Committee’s R eport, dated , 
Lexington, Kentucky, January I f ,  1842," pp. 10-13. M anuscript. Typewritten 
copy in  Transylvania C ollege, Lexington.

"Memorial o f the T rustees o f Augusta C ollege, dated , Augusta, Ken­
tucky , February 3 , 1843." ©E* c i t .

"Reply of th e  Commissioners o f  th e  Kentucky Conference, da ted , 1843•" 
M anuscript. Typew ritten copy in  Transylvania C ollege, Lexington.
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th e re  were a lread y  many under the  co n tro l o f  th e  annual conferences, most

o f  which had pledged p rev iously  to  support one o r more co lleges*  Had th e

e n t i r e  u n iv e rs i ty  been p laced  under the  c o n tro l of th e  church , th e re

would have been th e  o b jec t o f giving sons o f M ethodists a l i t e r a r y  and

a p ro fess io n a l education in  th e  same u n iv e rs i ty , and th a t  a church i n s t i -  
8tu tio n *  Any controversy  along l in e s  o f l ib e ra lism  v ersu s  sec tarian ism

f o r  th e  p eriod , 1842-1850, i s  no t apparent in  th e  sources* But competi­

t io n  i n  C en tra l Kentucky from th e  le s s  l i b e r a l  P resb y te rian s  and B ap tis ts  

a t  D anville  and Georgetown was q u ite  apparen t. E f fo r ts  to  b u ild  a g re a t 

c e n tra l  u n iv e rs ity , although s e c ta r ia n  in  c h a ra c te r , were in  t h e i r  f in a l  

a n a ly s is  e f f o r t s  to  b u ild  a  s ta te  u n iversity*  The s ta te  le g is la tu r e  re ­

ta in e d  a u th o r ity  to  recover c o n tro l o f  M orrison College during t h i s  e ig h t-  

year period  by simply g iv ing  reasonable n o tic e  o f  a d e s ire  to  resume con­

t r o l  under co n d itio n s  p re v a ilin g  p r io r  to  th e  agreement w ith  th e  M ethodists* 

The p ro fe ss io n a l schools continued to  opera te  under prosperous circum­

stan ces u n t i l  1849, when a  sharp dec line  began to  show*

Bascorn and M ethodist Expansionism, 1842-1850

O rganization fo r  progress .--R ev . Henry Bidleman Bascom, M ethodist 

m in is te r  and p ro fesso r o f  m oral science and b e l l e s - l e t t r e s  a t  Augusta

C ollege, Augusta (Kentucky), was e le c te d  to  the  a c tin g  presidency on
9 loSeptember 21, 1842* Bascom was censored fo r accep ting  th i s  p o s itio n ,

8 Moses M* Hankie* The L ife  o f Henry Bidleman Bascom. p . 276* Louis­
v i l l e :  Morton and Griswold, 1354*

9 Annual Announcement o f  T ransylvania U n iv ers ity . 1843* on* c l t *. p*

Bascom s ta te d  th a t  he had served Augusta fo r  a s  l i t t l e  a s  $700 a
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sine© th e re  was a  co llege  a lread y  under th e  care  o f th e  Kentucky Conference, 

and th e re  were many who were no t w illin g  to  abandon the  o ld  co lleg e  fo r  th e  

new* However, th e  m ajo rity  were ready to  pledge support to  the  newly ac ­

qu ired  school, and were anxious to  withdraw th e  endowment funds o f th e  

Conference from Augusta, and ap p ro p ria te  them to  Lexington* Prolonged

law s u i t s  r e s u l te d ,  in  which Bascom bore th e  c h ie f  burden o f t o i l ,  ex-
11

pense, and g en era l annoyance* While th e  General Conference had pro­

h ib i te d  th e  commissioners from ap p ro p ria tin g  any church funds to  th e  

support o f th e  u n iv e rs ity , th e  Kentucky Conference pledged to  procure 

s tu d en ts , t o  endow one p ro fe sso rsh ip , and to  b ring  over t h e i r  Augusta 

funds, provided th a t  th ey  could be recovered* They succeeded in  a t t r a c ­

t in g  many s tu d en ts  and endowed a p ro fesso rsh ip  in  p a r t ,  but were unable
12

to  o b ta in  any funds from Augusta*

Since th e  board o f cu ra to rs  was given a u th o r ity  to  nominate th e  

members o f th e  f a c u lty , th e  Kentucky Conference a t  i t s  sess io n  a t  Lex­

ing ton  in  September, 1342, appointed th e  rem aining members o f th e  

f a c u lty .  However, even th e  M ethodists d id  not show a u n ite d  f ro n t ;  they  

e s ta b lish e d  a p lan  o f  s e c ta r ia n  c o n tro lle d  education , which gave promise 

a s  g re a t as  th e  support th a t  could be m ustered in  i t s  favor* T heir

y ear and a t  no tim e rece iv ed  more than  $1,000, and never in  any year r e ­
ceived  more than  h a lf  o f  h is  s a la ry  in  cash* For th e  l a s t  s ix  sess io n s  
he had rece iv ed  only one d o lla r  in  f iv e  o f h is  s a la ry  in  money* He w rote: 
"My expenses in  eleven years  have exceeded ay  income by a t  l e a s t  f iv e  
thousand d o lla rs  • • • and y e t I  am charged w ith  in g ra t i tu d e .” See Moses 
M. Henkle, The L ife  o f Henry Bidleman Bascom. oe* e i t . .  p . 277*

n  PP* 277-78.
^  Annual  Announcement o f  Transylvania U n iv ersity . 1843. op* c i t *. p*

14*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



232

support in  a t  l e a s t  one re sp ec t was g ra t ify in g , in  th a t  i t  produced a

la rg e  student body. An a g r ic u l tu r a l  curriculum  was considered  and

d iscu ssed , but was not p laced  in  opera tion  a t  t h i s  tim e . ^

Favorable re p o rts  on the  new a d m in is tra tio n . —Many o f f i c i a l  re p o rts

were subm itted covering v ario u s  functions o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity

during th i s  p e rio d . The committee o f v i s i t a t io n  appointed by th e  Kentucky

Conference in  September, 1842, re tu rn ed  "a most g ra tify in g  re p o rt  o f  th e

p resen t cond ition  and p ro sp e rity  o f the  I n s t i tu t io n ,*  and recommended th e

u n iv e rs ity  to  the  patronage and support o f  the  Church a t  la rg e ,  and, w ith in
15l im i t s ,  o f th e  Kentucky Conference e s p e c ia lly . The governor in  h is

message o f  December 31, 1842, complimented th e  u n iv e rs ity , making th e

o f t- re p e a te d  p re d ic tio n  th a t  i t  promised to  become wh ig h ly  u se fu l,*  and
16t h a t  i t  would now f u l f i l  th e  expecta tions o f i t s  wannest f r ie n d s .

The jo in t  committee of th e  Kentucky L e g is la tu re  on Transylvania Uni­

v e r s i ty  rep o rted  th e  condition  o f  th e  m edical, law, and academic depart­

m ents, c a l l in g  a t te n t io n  to  th e  ex ce llen t cond ition  o f  th e  m edical

13 The s tuden t body reached a t o t a l  o f  496, w ith 217 in  th e  academic 
department in  1842- 4 3 * and a  t o t a l  o f  552,  w ith  278 in  th e  academic de­
partm ent in  1843- 44*

14 See Moses M. Henkle, The Moral D ign ity  and General Clainto o f  Agri­
c u l tu ra l  Science. An Address D elivered in  the Chapel o f T ransylvania Uni­
v e r s i ty  a t  the Commencement o f Morrison C ollege, Ju ly  18 th , I 843 . Frank­
f o r t :  The U n iv e rs ity , 1843* Pp. 15.

See a lso  "Henry B. Bascom to  Rev. M. M. Henkle, l e t t e r ,  dated  
Trangylvarda U n iv ersity , Lexington, Kentucky, Ju ly  24, 1843," published  
in  Moses M. Henkle, The Moral D ignity  . . . .  op.  c i t . .  p . 2 .

15 b . T . Grouch, Chairman, "The Committee o f V is ita t io n  Appointed 
by th e  Late Kentucky Conference to  A ttend th e  Annual Commencement Exer­
c is e s  in  Transylvania U n iv ersity , Lexington, Kentucky, Ju ly  20, I 843, "  
Annual Announcement o f  Transylvania U n iv ers ity . 1843. op. c i t . .  p . 15.

16 R* P . L e tcher, "Governor’ s Message, F ran k fo rt, Kentucky, December
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department# Considering th e  severe f in a n c ia l  depression  o f  th e  e n t ire  

n a tio n , th e  committee sa id  th a t  th e  decrease in  s tu d en ts  was s lig h t  and 

th a t  th e  d is tin g u ish ed  p ro fesso rs  guaranteed continued usefu ln ess  o f t h i s  

"permanently and w ell e s ta b lish e d  sch o o l." The law school was " re a liz in g  

th e  fondest a n tic ip a tio n s  o f i t s  most devoted f r ie n d s ,"  and th e  academic 

department was bidding " f a i r  to  r e s u s c i ta te  t h i s  venerable I n s t i tu t io n ,"  

th e  committee emphasized# They po in ted  out th a t  no s e c ta r ia n  p r in c ip le s  

were in cu lc a te d , but th a t  o rd e r, a s  weU as "a proper observance o f a l l  

th e  requirem ents o f  re f in e d  and r e l ig io u s  so c ie ty , to g e th e r  w ith  s t r i c t  

economy, i s  req u ired  o f  each and every s tu d en t."  While not ask ing  fo r 

s ta te  funds im m ediately, due to  cu rre n t depressing  f in a n c ia l  co n d itio n s , 

th e  committee hoped th a t  in  more prosperous tim es th e  le g is la tu r e  would 

make some ap p ro p ria tio n s  fo r  b u ild in g s  and o th e r permanent improvements.

The board o f  overseers a lso  commented upon th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  un iver­

s i t y  in  1843# They repo rted  th a t  th e  u n iv e rs ity ’s fhnds amounted to  

about #70, 000 bearing in t e r e s t ,  th a t  i t  was out o f  d eb t, and th a t  th e  

income from t h i s  source and from tu i t io n  fees  was amply s u f f ic ie n t  to  

p lace  i t  upon a sa fe  and independent fo o tin g . They found th a t  th e  l a t e  

examinations and commencement were h ig h ly  g ra tify in g , th a t  th e  performance 

o f  th e  s tu d en ts  was c re d ita b le  to  them selves and to  th e  in s t i tu t io n ,  and 

th a t  th e  fa c u lty  seemed to  possess the  e n t i r e  confidence o f the s tuden ts  

and o f  the  c itiz e n s#  The board be lieved  th a t  th e  university under i t s

31, 1&42," Annual Announcement o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1843. og* c i t . .  
p# 16. Published  in  part#
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compact w ith  the M ethodists ( i f  perm itted  to  proceed undistu rbed) would

reg a in  and m ain tain  i t s  former standing among th e  l i t e r a r y  in s t i tu t io n s  
17o f  th e  country .

The governor and th e  t ru s te e s  a lso  evaluated  the u n iv e rs i ty . The

former w rote P residen t Bascom o f  h is  g r a t i f ic a t io n  w ith  th e  commencement 
*

e x e rc ise s , as w e ll as w ith  the p resen t co n d itio n , management and fu tu re
18prospects  o f the  u n iv e rs ity . The t ru s te e s  resolved* "That the con­

n e c tio n  between th e  U n iv ersity  and the M ethodist Episcopal Church con­

tin u e s  to  rece iv e  th e i r  u n q u a lified  approval; and th e  Board tak e  p leasu re  

in  bearing testim ony o f th e  a b i l i t y  and in d u s try  of th e  F acu lty , o f  th e

v ig o r in fu sed  in to  th e  I n s t i tu t io n  under t h e i r  charge, and o f  th e  m erited
19success which has a lready  a tten d ed  th e i r  a d m in is tra tio n ."

M ethodist General Conference. 1844. -—k d iv is io n  between th e  Northern 

and Southern M ethodists took p lace a t  th e  M ethodist General Conference in  

1844. Since Transylvania*s M orrison College was under c o n tra c t to  th e  

M ethodist Episcopal Church, th is  d iv is io n  caused some changes in  th e  

management o f th i s  c o lle g e . P resid en t Bascom was a delegate  to  th e  con­

ference which met in  New York C ity , and a s  chairman of th e  board o f

17 "John H. McHenry, In  Behalf o f  the  Board of O verseers, T ransylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , Lexington, Kentucky, August 16, 1843, to  Eev. H. B. Bascom," 
Annual Announcement o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1848. op.  c i t ... p . 16*

1® "E* P . Letcher to  Eev. H. B. Bascom, L e tte r ,  B ated, F ran k fo rt, Ken­
tucky , Ju ly  20, 1843,* Annual Announcement of T ransylvania University.
18/^3, o£# ,  p . 17.

19 "Minutes o f th e  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , J u ly  17, 1843,* Vol. ? ,  p . 144.
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commissioners i t  was h is  duty  to  re p o rt to  th e  conference th e  ac tio n  taken

w ith  re sp ec t to  th e  c o lle g e , in  o rder th a t  the  conference could appoint

o f f ic e r s  fo r th e  school a s  s t ip u la te d  in  th e  re so lu tio n  o f  1840* However,
20

upon th e  r i s e  o f  the  c o n f l ic t  between th e  North and th e  South, and

fea rin g  th e  appointm ent, under th e  e x is tin g  excitem ent, o f unacceptable

o f f ic e r s ,  and o f unpleasant c o n f l ic ts ,  Bascom doubted th e  wisdom o f

p resen tin g  th e  su b jec t o f  M orrison College to  the  conference* Since th e

Southern de leg a tes  took a s im ila r  view of th i s  su b je c t, and signed a

w r itte n  pledge to  su s ta in  him in  h is  proposed course , no re p o rt was made
21o f  what th e  commissioners had done* D elegates from th e  slave-ho ld ing

22s ta te s  pledged th e i r  support and in flu en ce  to  th e  u n iv e rs i ty .

Befo re  t h i s  tim e Bascom had looked forward to  th e  General Conference 

as  th e  tim e when a p res id en t o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  would be e le c te d  on a  p e r -  

manent b a s is  and when he would be re le a sed  from th a t  "onerous burden?" 

b u t upon h is  re tu rn  home, th e  t r u s te e s ,  h ig h ly  approving o f h is  course, 

prom ptly e le c te d  him f a l l  p residen t*  ^

Bascom was p laced  a t  the  head of th e  committee on education a t  t h i s  

General Conference, but s ince  the problems concerning s lav e ry  appeared to

20 See ib id * , Ju ly  5 , 1844, Vol. V, pp. 154-57 fo r  copy o f  "M anifesto," 
suggesting th e  p a rtin g  o f the  N orthern and Southern M ethodists.

21 Moses M. Henkle, The L ife  o f Henry Bidleman Bascom* op.  c i t . ,  p .
280.

22 ^Minutes o f the  Board o f T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity , Lex­
in g to n , Ju ly  5 , 1844," V ol. V, p . 154.

80 ^ 0S6S Henkle, The L ife  o f  Henry Bidleman Basecm, op.  c i t . ,  p .

* 24 Ib id *, p . 281.
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be working ag a in st the M ethodists’ agreement w ith  T ransy lvan ia , i t  was de­

c ided  th a t  no general re p o rt on th e  co lleg es  o f th e  church would be madej
2 5each d iv is io n  would be f re e  to  manage i t s  own schools*

Bascom* s support o f  Henry Clay. —In  1844 Bascom became involved in

th e  Palk-C lay campaign fo r  the  presidency o f the U nited S ta tes*  Bascom had

accep ted  Henry C lay 's  patronage in  o b ta in in g  a p o s itio n  a s  Chaplain to  th e
26U nited S ta te s  House o f  R epresen ta tives in  1823* When Bascom was ap­

proached by Clay supporters who d e s ire d  a  l e t t e r  th a t  would p o ssib ly  

counter some o f  th e  v io len t a tta c k s  being made on C lay 's  moral c h a ra c te r ,

he consented, a lle g e d ly  innocen tly  b e liev in g  th a t  th e  l e t t e r  was no t fo r  
27

p u b lic  purposes. Bascom's l e t t e r ,  con tain ing  ra th e r  se rio u s  exaggera­

t io n  and o u tr ig h t fa lsehoods, soon found i t s  way to  th e  newspapers, where

i t  was used in  C lay 's  behalf* This l e t t e r  boomeranged ag a in s t Bascom, who
28was venemously a ttack ed  in  the p re s s . Bascom had s ta te d  t h a t ,  w hile

Clay o ffe re d  no claim  to  C h ris tia n  p ie ty ,  th a t  he was n o t a d u e lis t  and 
29

a gambler. In  ad d itio n  he had s ta te d  th a t  " in  view o f  the  o rd inary  

a c c re d ite d  p r in c ip le s  o f good m oral ch a rac te r , no charge can be brought 

a g a in s t him, w ithout v io la tin g  the o b lig a tio n s  o f t ru th  and sound

25 Ib id *
26 see Moses M* Henkle, The L ife  o f Henry Bidleman Bascom. op.  c i t . .  

P* 277*
2? Ib id *, p . 281. I t  would seem ra th e r  improbable th a t  a man who 

had spent two y ears  in  th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es, even a s  a Chaplain, 
would have been th i s  naive p o l i t i c a l ly .

28 Ib id .
29 C lay 's  r o le  as a d u e lis t  and gambler was q u ite  g e n e ra lly  known in  

a l l  sec tio n s  o f th e  nation*
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30j u s t i c e ."

P o l i t i c a l  e d ito rs  s e t out to  d es tro y  Bascom1 s c r e d ib i l i ty  a s  a w it­

ness by searching fo r  f a c ts  about h is  younger l i f e ,  which might be su b jec t 

to  in s in u a tio n . One you th fu l l e t t e r  w ritte n  by Bascom to  a f r ie n d  in  th e  

E a s t, who had in v ite d  Bascom fo r  a v i s i t ,  had inqu ired  i f  th e  g i r l s  were 

"com eatable." This statem ent was tw is ted  in to  a " fo u l and damning impu­

ta t io n  /"w hich J  was attem pted to  be c a s t on h is  ch a rac te r  by dark and
31

in s id io u s  in s in u a tio n ."  Defamatory statem ents in  the  p ress  a ttack in g  

Bascom had an adverse e f fe c t  upon him p erso n a lly  and reduced h is  e f fe c tiv e ­

ness to  some degree. The u n iv e rs i ty , which had l iv e d  through few peacefu l 

days, was h u r t by th is  in im ica l p u b lic i ty .

Southern Convention of the M ethodists. —In  1845 th e  Southern Conven­

t io n  o f the M ethodist Episcopal Church met in  L o u isv ille  (Kentucky) and 

formed a sep ara te  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  o rg an iza tio n . Of t h i s  body Bascom was 

an e f fe c tiv e  member* ^  The convention d id  no t have a u th o r ity  to  consum­

mate th e  agreement between th e  co lleg e  and th e  Southern church. However, 

by way o f  in d ica tin g  th e i r  favor toward th e  m easure, they  recommended th a t  

th e  annual conferences in s tru c t  th e i r  de legates  in  the  General Conference 

o f I 846 to  tak e  a c tio n  th a t  would consummate th e  proposed agreement between 

th e  t ru s te e s  of T ransylvania U n iv e rsity  and th e  General Conference, w ith a 

view o f adopting i t  a s  "th e  u n iv e rs ity  o f the M ethodist E piscopal Church

30 Henry B. Bascom "Bev. H* B» Bascom-—Locofoco Slanders—Mr. C lay," 
Lexington Observer and R eporter. 13 (September 18, 1844), 3*

31 See sev e ra l a r t i c le s  in  Lexington Observer and R eporter. 13 (Sep­
tember 18, 1844) t 1» 3 .

32 M. M. Henkle, The L ife  of Henry Bidleman Bascom. op.  c i t *. p . 286.
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S outh ." ^

Here, ag a in , th e  name "u n iv e rs ity ” was m islead ing , fo r  many o f th e  

d e leg a tes  supposed th a t  th e  i n s t i tu t io n  was to  become th e  one g rea t 

"u n iv e rs ity "  o f  Southern Methodism, around which th e  whole denomination 

could r a l l y .  Rev. Moses Henkle, who a tten d ed  the  conference, w rote: " I

do no t suppose, th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  in tended  to  deceive the conference, but 

th e  l a t t e r ,  no t looking thoroughly in to  th e  na tu re  and hearing  o f th e  pro­

posed connection were, to  a g re a t e x te n t, m islead  by the  name" /" " u n iv e rs i­

t y ,"  when M orrison College was in te n d e d .,,/  ^

The p ro p o sitio n  p rev io u sly  made to  th e  M ethodist E piscopal Church was
35tendered  to  th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church South on A p ril 11, 1846, but

d id  not become e f fe c tiv e  u n t i l  Ju ly , 1847*

Bascorn's personal d i f f i c u l t i e s . —Qn January 20 and 22, 1846, Baseom

recorded  in  h is  d ia ry  com plaints brought p r iv a te ly  a g a in s t some o f th e

fa c u lty  members fo r  neg lec t o f  duty  and want o f  harmony, but w rote o f
37hopes to  overcome the d i f f i c u l ty .  In  February he sa id : "Complaints

a g a in s t my worthy compeers o f th e  fa c u lty  in c rease  in  a c e r ta in  quarter*  

R ather th an  incommode them, o r have d i f f i c u l ty  w ith  them, I  s h a ll  re s ig n .

33 Ib id . . pp. 286-87.
34 Ib id . .  p . 287.
35 "Minutes o f the  Board o f  T rustees of Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­

in g to n , A p ril 11, 1846," Vol. V, p . 184.
36 Ib id . .  Ju ly  5 , 1847, Vol. V, p . 204.
37 "Henry B. Baseom, D iary , January 20 and 22, 1846." Manuscript* 

T ransylvania C ollege, Lexington.
38 Ib id . . January 28, 1846.
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39Several o th e r e n tr ie s  in d ic a te  th a t  Baseom was not in  good h e a l th .  In  

A p ril a t  ttan im portant meeting o f th e  t r u s te e s ,” he "saw the  signs and 

in d ic e s  o f  changes deemed necessary  by the Board to  th e  w elfare  o f th e  

u n iv e rs i ty . Tendered my re s ig n a tio n , which th e  board declined  rec e iv in g , 

and requested  I  would not name th e  m atte r to  any o n e .” ^  Baseom1 s e n t i re  

p residency seems to  have been one o f re lu c ta n t s e rv ic e , since  he accepted 

th e  a c tin g  presidency in  1842, only to  prevent the  f a i lu r e  o f  th e  p lan .

In  1844 he expressed h is  d e s ire  to  be re lie v e d , and in  1846 he tendered  

h is  re s ig n a tio n , which was declined*

Baseom1 s c o n f l ic t  w ith  th e  t r u s te e s .--A rid itional d i f f i c u l t i e s  devel­

oped in  Baseom* s p a th . Ih en  th e  t ru s te e s  in d ic a ted  c o n f id e n tia lly  th e  

personnel changes th ey  d es ired , Baseom was o b lig a ted  to  c a rry  ou t th e i r  

o rd e rs , even though i t  might b ring  g re a t unpopularity  to  him. In  order 

to  avoid t h i s  unpleasant ad m in istra tiv e  dev ice , Baseom had tendered  h is  

resig n a tio n *  The tru s te e s  re fu sed  to  accept t h i s ,  because o f  Baseom* s 

g en era l p o p u la r ity  and a b i l i t y  to  a t t r a c t  s tu d en ts  to  th e  college* ^  

Again, Baseom re fra in e d  in  the  face  o f  th e  b oard ’s o b je c tio n , b e liev in g  

th a t  such a c tio n  a t  th is  tim e would be very  d e tr im en ta l to  th e  co llege  

and re fu s in g  to  accept r e s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  such a c t io n . T herefo re , he 

was req u ired  to  ca rry  out th e  in s tru c t io n s  of th e  board  in  re sp e c t to

39 see e n tr ie s  o f February 4 , I 846; February 18, I 846; ib id .
See also  Moses M* Henkle. The Life of Henry Birtleman Baseom. OP* 

S i t . ,  p . 289.     9
40 »«Henry b . Baseom, D iary , A p ril 17, 1846,** op. e i t .
41 Moses M. Henkle, The L ife  o f Henry Bidleman Baseom. op. c i t .« p .

290*
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s ta f f in g  th e  co lleg e  w ith p ro fesso rs  rep resen tin g  d if f e r e n t  sec tio n s  o f 
42th e  country*

F acu lty  ten u re  problems«—Wien th e  Transylvania reo rg an iza tio n  plan

came up before th e  1846 General Conference o f the M ethodist Episcopal

Church South a t  P e tersburg , V irg in ia , a t  which time th e  o f fe r  o f th e

t ru s te e s  was f in a l ly  accep ted , a l l  th e  p ro fe sso rsh ip s  in  M orrison College

were considered vacant* These were to  be f i l l e d  w ith a p p lic an ts  from

sev e ra l d if fe re n t  l o c a l i t i e s  in  an e f fo r t  to  a t t r a c t  s tu d en ts  from th ese

areas* Baseom was re -e le c te d  p re s id e n t; G. F . P ie rce  o f  Georgia and Mr*

Barker o f Pennsylvania were e le c te d  v ice -p re s id en t and p ro fesso r o f

languages, re sp e c tiv e ly , leav in g  th e  o th er p ro fesso rsh ip s  to  be f i l l e d  
43by th e  curators*  Those d iscarded  p ro fe sso rs , th ink ing  t h e i r  work and

s a c r i f ic e s  deserved a b e t te r  rew ard, a t t r ib u te d  t h e i r  m isfortune to  Bas-

com’s a c tio n  and became openly h o s t i le  to  both Baseom and th e  u n i v e r s i t y .^

Baseom was a lso  th rea ten ed  w ith impeachment b efo re  h is  conference, y e t he

had s e c re tly  agreed not to  d isc lo se  th e  source o f  th e  p lan  c a l l in g  fo r
45th e  fa c u lty  reorgan ization*  Henkle made the  follow ing p r a c t ic a l  ob­

se rv a tio n :

A ll th e  persecu tio n  and m ental p e rp le x ity  c a s t on Dr* Baseom by th i s  
change, had no t even th e  redeeming advantage o f working any good fo r  the  
c o lle g e , fo r  under the new arrangement i t  soon became le s s  prosperous than  
under th e  old* What though th ey  had e le c te d  p ro fesso rs  from G eorgia, and 
Pennsylvania, and Louisiana—-Georgia, Pennsylvania, and Louisiana had

42 Mi*
43 ib id . .  p . 293*
44 ib id *, p . 294*
45 ib id *
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M ethodist co lleg es  o f t h e i r  own to  su p p o rt, and a l l  th e  eloquence o f  a l l  
th e  agents appointed to  t r a v e l  through th e  southern  church, could no t 
make th e  people see how th ey  were to  be b e n e fited  by n eg lec ting  t h e i r  
home c o lle g e s , to  p a tron ize  a mere co lleg e  in  Kentucky, even though a ^  
man from th e i r  own s ta te  might be th e  incumbent o f one o f  i t s  chairs*

Baseom1s re s ig n a tio n .-—In  1848 Baseom a tten d ed  the N orthern General
47Conference, a s  commissioner o f the Southern Church. By 1849, being 

s a t i s f ie d  th a t  th e  church could never be brought to  u n ite  on Morrison 

College as a g en era l church in s t i tu t io n ,  and suspecting th a t  th e  t ru s te e s  

were h a rd ly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h is  a ttem pts to  stren g th en  th e  co lleg e— 

"strenuous and p er servering11 as  th ey  had been and worn out w ith th e  

“drudgery and a id le ss  p e rp le x ity 11 o f  h is  o f f ic e —he resig n ed  the  p re s i-
I A

deney a f te r  seven “toilsom e" years*

M ethodist General Conference* 1850*—The General Conference o f th e  

M ethodist Episcopal Church South, meeting a t  S t .  Louis in  1850, l is te n e d  

to  a re p o rt from i t s  committee on education , which advised th a t  Morrison 

C o lle g e ^  b es t in te r e s t s  would be served  more advantageously i f  p laced  

under th e  co n tro l o f the Kentucky and L o u isv ille  annual conferences, s in ce  

th e  conferences o u tsid e  Kentucky would not support th e  co llege*  4^ The 

conference recommended such an agreement in  preference to  th e  e x is tin g
50one, i f  th e  approval o f  those  conferences and the  tru s te e s  were favorable*

46  I b i d *
47 ib id *, p . 297.
4® “Minutes o f  the  Board o f T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­

in g to n , la rc h  3 , 1849," Vol. V, p . 212*
49 Moses M* Henkle, The L ife  o f Henry Bidleman Baseom. op.  c i t *. p . 

303. ^
50 Ib id . .  pp. 303-304*
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The agreement between th e  t ru s te e s  and th e  M ethodist Episcopal 

Church South ended a t  t h i s  conference, an agreement th a t  never should 

have been formed under th e  te rn s  and under th e  r e s t r i c t io n s  which em­

barrassed  th e  conference and rendered im possible the accomplishment o f 

th e  o r ig in a l  p lan  fo r  a g re a t c e n tra l  M ethodist co llege  o r u n iv ersity *

The t ru s te e s  w rote th a t  th e  co n trac t w ith th e  Southern M ethodists was 

d isso lv ed , because th e  l a t t e r  could not r a is e  s u ff ic ie n t funds to  support 

both t h e i r  own co lleg es  and Morrison C ollege, and th a t  t h e i r  own co lleg es  

came f i r s t*  ^

Baseom* s se rv ic e *—Baseom. whose teach ing  f i e ld  was m ental and moral

sc ien ce , and p o l i t i c a l  economy, was su b jec t o f a s tu d e n t 's  a p p ra isa l:

**His instructions were unique, full of interest, and exceedingly attract
tiv e *  He would not be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  a s u p e r f ic ia l  acquaintance w ith  any

su b jec t p resen ted , on th e  p a r t  o f  a s tu d e n t.” Baseom sought to  c u l t iv a te
52w ide, search ing , and comprehensive viewpoints* Baseom*s biographer

describes h is  ad m in is tra tiv e  e f f o r t s :  "There never has been a  more

re so lu te  and earn est e f fo r t  made to  su s ta in  an in s t i tu t io n  There in te r e s t  

was on i t s  s id e , but indeed in  opposition  to  i t ,  a s  was th e  case everywhere 

out o f Kentucky; bu t when Dr. Baseom was severed from i t  the  l a s t  l in k  was 

broken, and th e  annual conferences f e l t  bound to  concen tra te  a l l  th e i r  

e f f o r t s  on t h e i r  lo c a l  colleges.** ^

51 "Minutes o f  th e  Board o f T rustees o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , June 5 , 1850," Vol. V, pp. 217-21.

52 U n id en tified  s tu d e n t 's  l e t t e r  quoted in  Moses M* Henkle, The L ife  
o f Henry Bidleman Baseom. op* e i t . .  p . 399*

53 Moses M* Henkle, The L ife  o f  Henry Bidleman Baseom. op.  c i t . . p* 
304* Baseom was f in a l ly  made a Bishop in  th e  church* When he d ied  on
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The s ta te  anrf T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  .-—S h o rtly  a f t e r  Baseom became 

f a l l  p re s id e n t, the  u n iv e rs ity  seems to  have been in  good condition* A 

committee o f the  le g is la tu r e  o f 1844-45 rep o rted  the fo llow ing e n ro ll­

m ents: co lleg e  departm ent, HOj p rep ara to ry  departm ent, 129 (239 in

M orrison C o llege); m edical departm ent, 156; law departm ent, 60; a t o t a l  

o f  455 (only  326 o f  th e se  studen ts  were o f f u l l  co llege  s ta tu s ) .  The

income o f  M orrison College was $6,749*12, and from 1840 to  1844 th e
54donations had amounted to  $14,155* The t ru s te e s ,  in  answer to  a re ­

quest from th e  le g is la t iv e  committee, rep o rted  th a t  th e  co n d itio n  of 

M orrison College had been g re a t ly  improved, as  was shown by th e  continued 

in c rease  o f studen ts and th e  continued in d u s try  o f  the  facu lty*  The 

t r u s te e s  fu r th e r  rep o rted  th a t  no c o n tro l by th e  M ethodist Conference 

o th e r  th an  th a t  over M orrison College was ever contem plated, and th a t  

th e  substance o f  t h e i r  c o n tro l co n sis ted  in  th e  nom inations o f th e  p re s i­

dent and p ro fe sso rs  to  th e  board, leaving  the l a t t e r  f re e  to  s e le c t  o r 

n o t ,  and remove on s u f f ic ie n t  cause . The t ru s te e s  po in ted  ou t th a t  th e  

d iv is io n s  in  th e  l a s t  General Conference, on th e  su b jec t of s la v e ry , made 

i t  inexpedient to  consummate the  c o n tra c t, th e  terms of which had been 

agreed  upon. The board thought b e s t ,  in  th e  event o f  a d iv is io n  o f th e

September 8 , 1840, he l e f t  h is  ch ild ren  !,a r ic h  in h e ritan c e  o f fam e,11 but 
"not a dollar*1 fo r  t h e i r  support and education . Ib id . .  p . 325*

For an evaluation  o f  Baseom* s works, see Thomas N* R alston , E d ito r , 
Posthumous Works o f th e  l e v .  Henry Bidleman Baseom. D .i?.. LL.P. N ash v ille , 
Tennessee: E . Stevenson and F. A. Owen, 1855. Two volumes. For one o f
h is  addresses o f  th i s  period  see , *'Use and Abuse o f  l e t t e r e d  A ttainm ent: 
Address a t  Commencement, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , August, 1845," V ol. II*  
pp. 291-306.

5/f R eports to  th e  L e g is la tu re . 1844-45, pp. 581-83. F ran k fo rt: S ta te  
P r in te r ,  1845 %
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Conference, to wait and reach an agreement with the faction whose opinions
55would coincide with Kentucky’s state institutions on that subject.

The s ta te  had been so re lu c ta n t to  support T ransylvania s in ce  e a r ly  

in  th e  H olley ad m in istra tio n  th a t  th e re  had a r is e n  some question  a s  to  

th e  n a tu re  and ex ten t o f  the in te r e s t  o f th e  commonwealth in  th e  univer­

s i t y .  The t ru s te e s  answered th i s  doubt by a  re fe ren ce  to  th e  reo rgan i­

z a tio n  a c t  o f  1839. Before th a t  a e t was passed th e  s ta te  had f u l l  con­

t r o l  over th e  u n iv e rs ity , includ ing  a l l  o f  i t s  o f f ic e r s  and p roperty , 

except th a t  s p e c ia lly  ded icated  by the  donors. But a f t e r  th e  February 20, 

1839 (th e  date on which th e  a c t  to  in co rp o ra te  th e  T ransylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  

and fo r  o th e r purposes, became e f f e c t iv e ) ,  a jo in t  arrangement o f  co n tro l 

was agreed upon. The C ity  o f  Lexington and th e  Transylvania I n s t i t u t e  

from th a t  da te  were e n t i t l e d  to  e le c t  f iv e  out o f  T ran sy lv an ia 's  e ig h t

t r u s te e s ,  and, in  ad d itio n , th e  s t a t e  surrendered i t s  power to  change
56th e  c h a r te r ,  except by th e  consent o f  th e  t r u s te e s .

Although th e  le g is la tu r e s  o f I 846 and 1847 appointed no e-raminlng 

committees to  v i s i t  th e  u n iv e rs ity , a committee appointed by th e  I 848 

l e g is la tu r e  rep o rted  t h a t ,  s in ce  th e  s ta te  had no ownership in  th e  uni­

v e r s i ty ,  i t  d id  n o t have th e  a u th o r ity  to  re p o rt the con d itio n  o f th e  

b u ild in g s  and grounds. The committee was concerned th a t  the  s ta te  had 

o ffe red  no f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e , l im itin g  i t s  support to  u se le ss  patronage 

and v i s i t a t io n ,  and re g re tte d  the apparent n e c e ss ity  o f  immediate r e p a irs

55 ib i j t . ,  p .  583.
56 Ib id . .  p . 584.
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57to  th e  bu ild in g s and grounds* Thus, even w ith  the urg ing  o f a strong  

and la rg e  denomination l ik e  the  M ethodists, th e  s ta t e  was no t y e t con­

vinced  th a t  i t  should shoulder even p a r t o f the r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  h igher 

education in  Kentucky*

F a ilu re  o f  Baseom and the  M ethodists*— Because o f th e  i r r i t a t i o n  and 

th e  d iv ided  re s p o n s ib il i ty  s t i l l  remaining in  th e  denom ination, e sp e c ia lly  

in  Kentucky, n e ith e r  th e  church nor th e  South g en e ra lly  increased  th e i r  

support, e i th e r  in  th e  recru itm ent o f s tu d en ts  o r  in  funds* Baseom, d is ­

couraged by t h i s  s i tu a t io n  and despairing  o f th e  fu r th e r  enlargement o f 

th e  u n iv e rs ity , resigned  in  1849 and soon th e re a f te r  s tep s  were taken  by 

the  M ethodists to  abandon the e n te rp r is e  a s  a denom inational one (1850)* 

Comparison w ith  Holley adm in istra tion*—Table 2 , page 246, shows th e  

c lo se  s im ila r i ty  in  th e  enrollm ents o f  Transylvania during i t s  two most 

prosperous p e rio d s . The H olley p erio d , due to  i t s  p ioneering  a sp e c t, was 

r e la t iv e ly  more im portant in  th e  h is to ry  o f American h ig h er education# 

Reason; fo r  th e  dec line  in  enrollm ent, beginning in  th e  y e a r , 1847-48, 

and reach ing  se rio u s  p rop o rtio n s the  fo llow ing y e a r , i s  the  su b jec t o f  

much o f th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f t h i s  chapter*

Some comparisons with o th e r u n iv e rs i t ie  a*—Some conception o f  th e  

standing o f  Transylvania U n iv ersity , in  comparison w ith  o th e r in s t i tu t io n s  

in  the  country , may be seen from th e  follow ing s t a t i s t i c s  fo r  the  academic 

y e a r , 1842—43, when Harvard had 30 instructors and 245 academic students

57 Ib id .. p* 585*
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TABLE 2 246

ENROLLMENTS FOR SIX TEARS OF THE HOLLEY ADMINISTRATION 
COMPARED WITH SIX YEARS OF THE BASCCM ADMINISTRATION

Holley A dm inistration;, 1820-21 -  1825-26

Year
Academic Department 
P rep ara- College 

to ry
M edical
School

Law
School

T o ta l

1820-21 108 72 93 9 282

1821-22 I 38 62 I 38 49 367

1822-23 121 51 171 44 387

1823-24 124 27 200 43 394

1824-25 107 27 234 30 398

1825-26 92 45 281 418

T o ta ls 690 284 1117 175 2266
Baseom A dm inistration , 1842-43 -  1847-46

Year
Academic Department 
P rep ara- College 

to ry
M edical
School

Law
School

T o ta l

1842-43 132 85 204 75 496

1843-44 167 111 214 60 552

1844-45 129 110 156 60 455

1845—46 131* 99* 171 61* 462

1846-47 133 88 205 62 488

1847—46 134 89 167 62 452
T o ta ls 826 562 1117 38© 29®5

A ll f ig u re s  a re  from o f f i c i a l  catalogues and o f f i c i a l  r e p o r ts ,  
except fo r  th e  y e a r , 1845-46* F igures fo r  t h i s  y e a r , except fo r  th e  
m edical school, were a rr iv e d  a t  by in te rp o la tio n  using th e  preceding 
and succeeding y e a rs ; see f ig u re s  marked w ith  a s te r isk s*
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and Yale had 30 in s tru c to rs  and 410 academic s tu d e n ts . T ransylvania had 

18 in s t ru c to rs  and 21? academic s tu d en ts  (85 o f  c o lle g ia te  and 132 o f  p re­

p a ra to ry  g ra d e ). The follow ing year T ran sy lv an ia 's  academic enrollm ent 

in creased  to  278 ( i l l  o f  c o l le g ia te  and 167 of p rep ara to ry  g rad e). In  

t h i s  same year T ransylvania had 75 law s tu d e n ts , w hile H arvard, th e  only 

school th a t  exceeded T ransylvania, had 115* The t o t a l  number o f  volumes 

in  th e  l i b r a r i e s  o f Harvard and Yale in  th is  year w ere, r e sp e c tiv e ly ,

53,000 and 32,2009 w hile th e re  were 12,242 volumes in  th e  l ib r a r y  o f  th e

academic department of Transylvania. One estimate placed the total volumes
58o f a l l  th e  Transylvania l i b r a r i e s  a t  45,000 in  1847* T u itio n  in  Tran­

s y lv a n ia 's  academic department was $40, w hile th e  t o t a l  charges ( tu i t io n ,  

l ib r a r y ,  and m a tric u la tio n  fe e s )  were $52, and board , f u e l ,  e t c . ,  were 

estim ated  a t  $125 (board, $100). The same fig u re s  fo r  Yale a re  $33, $54, 

and $110 (board, $70). The charges fo r  f u e l ,  e t c . ,  a re  n o t given a t  Har­

v ard , bu t tu i t io n  was $75J t o t a l  co lleg e  charges ( tu i t io n ,  l ib r a r y ,  and

m a tric u la tio n  f e e s ) ,  $93* and board was estim ated  a t  from $70 to  $90 per 
59y e a r . Published statem ents o f th e  y e a r ly  expenses of a ttendance a t  

T ransylvania during th is  period  show them to  have been b u t l i t t l e  le s s  

th an  those o f E astern  co lleg e s j in  f a c t ,  somewhat h igher th an  those  o f 

Y ale.

58 Lewis G o llin s , H is to r ic a l  Sketches o f  Kentucky, p . 266.  Mays- 
v i l l e ,  Kentucky: Published by th e  au th o r, 1847.

59 See American Almanac and R epository  o f U sefu l Knowledge fo r  ISA**.
pp. 171-78. New York: World P ub lish ing  Go., I 843.
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Deelime under L ib e ra l ( Jo in t P ub lic  and P r iv a te )  C on tro l, 1850-1856

Upon th e  d is so lu tio n  o f  the  agreement between th e  t ru s te e s  o f Tran­

sy lvan ia  and re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church South, th e  

c o n tro l o f M orrison College re v e rte d  back to  th e  t r i p a r t i t e  arrangement 

o f I 839,  in  which th e  S ta te  o f Kentucky and th e  C ity  o f Lexington had th e  

power to  e le c t  th re e  t ru s te e s  each, and th e  T ransylvania I n s t i t u t e  had th e  

power to  e le c t  two tru s te e s*  This arrangement seems to  have been made to  

g ive some p o l i t i c a l ly  powerful c i t iz e n s  o f  Lexington f u l l  c o n tro l over th e  

u n iv e rs ity , i*  e , ,  f iv e  o f  e ig h t tru s te e s*  The follow ing d iscussion  shows 

th a t  w ithout e i th e r  some d e f in i te  o r t a c i t  denom inational support o r some 

support from s ta t e ,  m u n ic ip a lity , o r  p r iv a te  sources, the  u n iv e rs ity  was 

doomed to  dec lin e  and fa ilu re *

Dodd's a d m in is tra tio n *—James B. Dodd, M orrison P ro fesso r o f  Mathe­

m a tic s , became Baseom's successor, upon the  l e t t e r ' s  re s ig n a tio n  a t  th e

c lo se  o f  th e  1848-49  re g u la r  session? h is  t i t l e  was th a t  o f  p re s id en t 
60

pro tempore.  When th e  c o n tra c t w ith th e  M ethodist E piscopal Church 

South came to  an abrupt end on June 5> 1850, ^  an unsuccessfu l e f fo r t  

was made by th e  t ru s te e s  to  secure a co n trac t w ith  th e  Grand Lodge o f  th e
62Independent Order o f Odd Fellows of th e  United S tates*  No r e a l  e f fo r t

M* C* Johnson, Chairman,  Board of T ru s tees , "Transylvania Univer­
s i t y , "  Lexington Observer and R eporter. 17 (March 17, 1849), 3 *

"Minutes o f  th e  Board o f T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv ers ity , Lex­
in g to n , Jane 5, 1850," V ol. V, p , 217*

62 I b id *. August 12, 1850, V ol. V, pp. 223-26*
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seems to  hare  been made to  secure the  se rv ic e s  o f a permanent p re s id en t 

from 1849 t© 1856. 63

(a) RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION.—According to  the  w r i te r ’s d e f in it io n  

th e  u n iv e rs ity  apparen tly  was l i b e r a l  in  i t s  o b je c tiv e s . The t ru s te e s  

s ta te d  in  th e  catalogue th a t  th e  m o ra lity  o f the S c r ip tu re s , includ ing  th e  

g re a t p r in c ip le s  o f  r e l ig io n  upon which th e re  was no con troversy  among 

C h r is tia n s , was in cu lca ted  in  a l l  th e  s tu d en ts , bu t no p reference  was 

m anifested  fo r  any denom inational p e c u l ia r i t ie s  in  f a i th  o r modes o f  wor­

sh ip . ^  S tudents were req u ired  to  a tten d  the  reading of th e  Scr ip tu r e s  

and prayer in  th e  co llege chapel every morning and B ivine Service on 

Sundays a t  th e  church of t h e i r  p re fe ren ce . A v o lun tary  c la s s  in  Bib­

l i c a l  s tu d ie s  met on Sunday afternoons under th e  su p erv is io n  o f a member 

o f th e  facu lty*

(b) DECLINE OF THE UNIVERSITY .— The academic department, which had

shown an average o f about 235 s tuden ts  (about th re e —f i f t h s  p rep ara to ry
67 68and tw o -f if th s  co llege  s tu d en ts) under Baseom and the M ethodists,

69declined  to  125 stu d en ts  in  1850. M edical and law enrollm ents th a t

^3 The m inutes o f  the  t ru s te e s  a re  m issing subsequent to  th o se  o f 
November 2 , 1850. See ib id . . November 2 , 1840, Vol. V, p . 226.  The 
catalogue o f  1855 l i s t s  M. C. Johnson, th e  former chairman o f  th e  board 
o f  t r u s te e s ,  a s  a t ru s te e  and ex o f f ic io  p resid en t o f  the  u n iv e r s i ty .

^  Transylvania U n iv e rsity . Under an O rganization Adopted in  th e  
Y ear. 1855. p . 15. Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1855.

65 ib id .
66 ib id .
67 Annual Announcement o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1843. p . 8 . Lex­

in g to n : The U n iv ersity , 1843.
68 gee Table 2 , p . 246.
^9 Annual Announcement o f Transylvania U n iv ersity . 1850. p . 7 . 

Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , August 1 , 1850.
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70had averaged 215 and 65, re sp e c tiv e ly , f e l l  to  92 and 35 in  1850. The 

average t o t a l  number o f s tuden ts  (478) in  the u n iv e rs ity  under Baseom 

d eclined  to  252 in  1850. With th e  w ithdraw al of th e  support of th e  Metho­

d i s t  E p iscopal Church South, which co n sis ted  la rg e ly  in  re c ru i t in g  Btmdents 

fo r  the  academic departm ent, a se rio u s  dec line  follow ed. Beginning gradu­

a l ly  from a high t o t a l  enrollm ent o f $52 studen ts  in  1843-44, to  488 in  

1846-47, and to  452 in  1847-48, the  enrollm ent f e l l  ab ru p tly  to  252 in  

1850-51, and averaged approxim ately only 150 to  200 fo r  the  y e a rs , 1851- 

52 to  1855-56. 71

(e) CAUSES OF DECLINE*—The causes o f the  d ec lin e  o f th e  m edical and 

law schools, which a re  d iscussed  sep a ra te ly  in  t h i s  ch ap te r, a re  b a s ic a l ly  

th e  same as  fo r  th e  academic departm ent. The d ec lin e  o f  th e  Transylvania 

M edical School, A m erica's second most renowned and second la r g e s t  fo r  a 

q u a r te r  o f a cen tu ry , began a f t e r  th e  1846-47 se ss io n . This red u c tio n  in  

numbers o f  s tu d en ts  was caused by the  establishm ent o f new m edical schools, 

and by the  m atura tion  o f young m edical schools a lread y  e s ta b lis h e d  through­

out th e  a rea  from which th e  stu d en ts  had been r e c ru i te d .  Of th e  205 s tu d en ts

in  the  m edical school in  1846—47, s ix ty  per cent were from o u ts id e  th e  
72

s ta t e ,  bu t o f  the  120 studen ts in  the  m edical c la s s  o f 1848-49 only

70 Ib id . .  pp. 7-8 .
71 There a re  accu ra te  f ig u re s  fo r  th e  m edical school through th e  

y e a r , 1858—59, but in  th e  absence of t r u s t e e 's  m inutes and m inutes o f 
th e  law school faculty for t h i s  period  th e  t o t a l  f ig u re s  a re  estim ated  
from contemporary newspaper comments and from o th e r sources*

7^ Catalogue of the M edical Department o f Transylvania U n iv ers ity .
1847. p . 11. Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1847.
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73fo r ty -e ig h t per cent were a t t r a c te d  from o u tsid e  Kentucky. This tre n d  

continued as  Transylvania U niversity  re trenched  from i t s  p o s itio n  as  a 

reg io n a l u n iv e rs ity  (drawing about h a l f  o f i t s  s tu d en ts  from o u ts id e  th e  

s ta te )  to  th a t  o f  a more lo c a l  u n iv e rs ity  serving fo r  th e  most p a r t  Cen­

t r a l  Kentucky*

The academic department was never as a t t r a c t iv e  to  s tu d en ts  o u tsid e

th e  s ta te  as were th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schoo ls, bu t in  1842-43 e igh teen  per
74cen t o f th e  studen ts  were from o u tsid e  th e  s t a t e .  While th e  catalogue 

o f  1855 d id  not l i s t  any enrollm ent f ig u re s ,  i t  can be assumed t h a t ,  w ith 

th e  w ithdraw al o f the  support o f th e  M ethodist E piscopal Church South, 

t h i s  percentage was g re a tly  reduced. But th e  academic department faced 

much more lo c a l  com petition than d id  th e  p ro fess io n a l schoo ls. T his com­

p e t i t io n  took th e  fo ra  o f m i l i ta ry  schools, a s  w e ll as those  w ith  c iv i l ­

ian  c h a r a c te r is t ic s .  Two nearby m il i ta ry  schools, Kentucky C o lleg ia te  

and M ilita ry  I n s t i tu t e  in  F rank lin  County near F ran k fo rt, and Western

M ili ta ry  I n s t i tu t e  a t  Georgetown, announced la rg e  f a c u l t ie s  and appealed
75to  th e  peoplef s emotions during the tro u b led  times* Shelby College a t

^  Catalogue o f th e  M edical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv ersity . 
1849. p . 9* Lexington: The U n iv ersity , 1849*

Annual Announcement o f Transylvania U n iv ersity . 18A3. pp. 3- 8 . 
Lexington: The U n iv ersity , I 843.

75 "S ta te  C o lleg ia te  and M ilita ry  I n s t i t u t e . ” Lexington Observer and 
R eporter. 17 (March 17, 1849), 3* -----

"Kentucky C o lleg ia te  and M ilitary Institu te ,"  Lexington Observer 
and. R eporter. 18 (August 25, 1849), 3* These announcements were fo r  th e  
same school b u t w ith a  changed name. Announced forty -tw o  weeks’ se ss io n , 
t u i t io n  #160.

"Western M ilita ry  I n s t i t u t e ,"  Lexington Observer and R eporter.
18 (November 10, 1849), 3* Announced te n  months' se ss io n , tu i t io n  #160; 
tw elve p ro fesso rs  and 300 cadets* A c c e s s ib il i ty  was described  as  fo llow s: 
"Southern o r Western S tudents may land  a t  L o u isv ille  and tak e  S tage, 
Steamboat o r R ailroad  to  F ran k fo rt, and Lexingtonj thence in  fo u r horse
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S h e lb y v ille  and Georgetown College a t  Georgetown se rio u s ly  con tested  w ith
76T ransylvania fo r  the  academic studen ts  in  th e  C en tra l Kentucky area*

W ithout support from th e  s ta te  o r from any r e l ig io u s  denom ination, th e  

academic co lleg e  o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity  assumed q u ite  lo c a l  ch a rac te r­

i s t i c s *

The P ro fe ss io n a l Schools, 1842-1856

D ecline o f the  m edical school.—The m edical school m aintained i t s  

h igh p lace  among America’s m edical schools u n t i l  a f t e r  the  1846-47 ses­

s io n , when a sharp dec lin e  began. Several attem pts were made to  remedy 

t h i s  sudden reduction  o f enrollm ent f ig u re s , but th ey  were unsuccessfu l.

The school continued a c tiv e  through th e  1858-59 se ss io n , bu t i t s  wide** 

spread  e ffec tiv e n e ss  v i r tu a l ly  ended w ith t h i s  period*

(a) FREQUENT PERSONNEL CHANGES . —-Frequent changes in  personnel during 

th i s  period  gave r i s e  to  a lle g a tio n s  o f in s t a b i l i t y  and ephem erality  from 

both th e  g en era l p u b lic  and the m edical p ro fe ss io n . Thus, in  th e  s tr in g e n t 

com petition among m edical schools where schemes, frau d s, hyp@c*isi@?,s8Ub- 

te rfU g es, l i e s ,  fa lsehoods, and deceptions ( th a t  were lim ite d  only  by man’ s 

im agination) were employed in  an e f fo r t  to  r e c ru i t  the la rg e s t  p o ssib le  

share o f  each y e a r ’s beginning m edical s tu d en ts , a ra p id  fa c u lty  personnel

coaches to  th e  Blue L icks. Or, th ey  may ascen t th e  Ohio to  M aysville , 
which i s  ju s t  th re e  hours s tage from th e  S p rin g s .”

76 «shelby C o lleg e ,” Lexington Observer and R eporter. 18 (August 29, 
1849), 2 . Announced te n  months* session  o f co lleg e  and p rep ara to ry  school, 
w ith  tu i t io n  r a te s  a t  #165 and #155.

"Georgetown C o lleg e ,” Lexington Observer and R ep o rte r. 18 (August 
29, 1849)>
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tu rn o v er was used to  good advantage a g a in s t the Transylvania M edical 
77School* Although th i s  was a d is to r te d  and exaggerated f a c t ,  many o th e r

s im ila r  a l le g a tio n s  were pure fa b r ic a tio n s .

(b) DECLINE IN ENROLLMENTS♦—The enrollm ent o f m edical s tu d en ts  was

f a i r l y  steady  p r io r  to  th e  announcement o f Baseom’s re s ig n a tio n  and th e

severance o f th e  compact with th e  M ethodists* However, once begun, th e

dec lin e  s e t  in  sharp ly  and th e  average number o f studen ts  a f t e r  1850 was
7B

approxim ately f i f t y ,  w ith  about h a l f  th a t  number g raduating  each year*

The m edical school, from th e  beginning of i t s  reo rg an iza tio n  in  1819, 

became in  f a c t  the  nucleus o f the  u n iv e rs i ty , although i t  was no t a c tu a l ly  

such in  organization* I t  accounted fo r  the la rg e s t  p o rtio n  o f  th e  income, 

and th e  la rg e s t  p a r t by f a r  o f  the  enrollm ents? i t  accounted in  la rg e  p a r t  

fo r  th e  rep u ta tio n  of the u n iv ersity *  With i t s  p u b lic a tio n s , th e  n a tio n a l 

re p u ta tio n  o f  many o f  i t s  fa c u lty  members, and the wide a rea  from which i t  

a t t r a c te d  s tu d en ts  and to  which i t  sen t fo r th  i t s  g rad u a tes , i t  was f a r  

b e t te r  known th an  the  academic department or the  law school* The d ec lin e  

o f th e  m edical school was s ig n if ic a n t ,  in  th a t  i t  a f fe c te d  th e  whole uni­

v e r s i ty ,  and was one cause, i f  no t th e  most im portant cause, o f th e  d ec lin e  

o f th e  u n iv e rsity *  Table 3 ,  page 254, p re se n ts  a  d e ta ile d  p ic tu re  o f th e

77 See M edical F acu lty , T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , "Medical Department 
o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,” Lexington Observer and Reporter* 16 (March 
8 ,  1848), 3 * This a r t i c l e  answered th e  f a ls e  announcement o f th e  death 
o f  Dr* Dudley, th e  re s ig n a tio n  o r  death o f o th e r members o f  the  f a c u lty , 
and th e  d is so lu tio n  o f th e  facu lty*

7® See "Record o f M atricu la tio n s  in  th e  Medical Department o f Tran­
sy lvan ia  U n iv ersity , Lexington, March 8 ,  1844 -  February 8 ,  1859,” pp*
I - 83* M anuscript. Transylvania C ollege, Lexington*
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TABLE 3

ANNUAL NUMBER OP STUDENTS AND GRADUATES OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL, 
TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY, 1842-1859

Tear Students Graduates
1842-43 (Regular Session) 204 60

1843-44 (Regular Session) 214 59

1844-45 (Regular Session) 156 38

1845-46 (Regular Session) 171 64

1846-47 (Regular Session) 2©5 68

1847-48 (Regular Session) 167 50

I 843-49  (Regular Session) 120 49

1849-5© (Regular Session) 92 35

1850-51 (Spring Session) 5© 21

I 85I -5 2  (Spring Session) 50 23

1852-53 (Spring Session) 51 19

1853-54 (Spring Session) 53 31

1854-55 (Regular Session) 44 12(Spring Session) 50 17

1855-56 (Regular Session) 38 11

1856-57 (Regular Session) 32 9

1857-58 (Regular Session) 37 12

1858-59 (Regular Session) 23 6

Figures fo r  th e  y e a r , 1842-43, a re  from Annual Announcement o f  th e  
M edical Department o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 1041. p . 8 .  Lexington: 
The u n iv e rs ity , 1843* F igures fo r  th e  y e a rs , 1844-59, a re  from "Record 
o f  M atricu la tio n s  in  th e  M edical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ," 
pp. I - 83* Numbers o f  graduates con ta in  one or two honorary graduates in  
a few in s ta n c e s . See ib id .
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decline  o f  th e  m edical school in  annual enrollm ents*

Causes f o r  decline in  th e  m edical s tuden t body*"—The g re a te s t  cause

in decline was the reduction of the medical school from an institution
serving the South and West to a local school attracting students from

79v i r tu a l ly  th e  s ta te  only* This retrenchm ent was due to  th e  e s ta b lis h ­

ment o f  m edical schools in  many o th e r populated  a reas from which T ransyl­

vania form erly had a t t r a c te d  s tu d en ts . Even in  Kentucky the  com petition 

was keen; Western Kentuckians were n ea re r  N ash v ille , N orthern Kentuckians 

were n ea re r C in c in n a ti, and th o se  in  th e  L o u isv ille  a rea  favored their* 

own school. Cnee th e  n a tio n a l re p u ta tio n  o f T ransylvania began to  wane, 

even Kentuckians chose th e  schools o f  L o u is v ille , C in c in n a ti, and Nash­

v i l l e ,  i f  th e  l a t t e r  proved to  be more a c c e ss ib le .

C ontroversies accounted fo r  p u b lic i ty  unfavorable to  the u n iv e rs ity , 

e sp e c ia lly  to  th e  m edical schoo l. Although Baseom*s attem pt to  a s s i s t

C lay 's  campaign was a  complete f ia sc o , i t  probably d id  not a f f e c t  the
SOm edical school, except in  a very  general way. However, th e  m edical

faculty's trouble with the recalcitrant Dr. James Conquest Cross certain—
81ly stimulated a large amount of adverse publicity in the press* So

79 4 S late as the 1846-47 session, the 205 students were attracted 
from thirteen states, with only forty per cent coming from Kentucky, The 
enrollments by states were; Kentucky, 83 ; Tennessee, 39; Missouri, 26; 
Mississippi, 17; South Carolina, 15; Alabama, 8; North Carolina, 3 ; 
Virginia, 3; Indiana, 3; Ohio, 1; Illinois, 4; Georgia, 1; and Texas, 2 . 
Catalogue of the Medical Department of Transylvania University. 1847. p. 11. Lexington: The University, 1847.

S® See "Bev. H* B. Baseom — Locofoco S landers — Mr. C lay," Lexing­
to n  Observer and R eporter. 13 (September 18, 1844), 3*

SI See "A F riend  to  T ru th ,"  Lexington Observer and R eporter. I 3 
(October 9 , 1844), 1 .
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se rio u s  d id  the  accusations in  th e  p ress  by Dr. Cross and by some o f h is

f r ie n d s  become th a t  the  m edical school fa c u lty  was forced to  tak e  strong

a c tio n  in  i t s  own defense. They reso lved  to  exp la in  some o f  th e  tro u b le
82

between Cross and the  fa c u lty  in  a catalogue in  September, 1842* Py
go

May, 1844, Cross was asked to  re s ig n . In  consequence o f  th e  Hrepeated
g l

in v id io u s  a tta c k s  made by a repu ted  ’Friend o f L ex ing ton ,' through th e  

columns of th e  Lexington newspapers,” upon th e  q u a lif ic a tio n s  o f  d if f e re n t  

members o f th e  Transylvania m edical fa c u lty , "ca lcu la ted  to  d isparage th e  

permanent in te r e s t s ” o f  the  m edical school in  i t s  " fu tu re  u se fu ln ess  and 

r e s p e c ta b i l i ty ,” th e  fa c u lty  reso lv ed  th a t  th e  " fa u lts  a lleg ed "  were "des­

t i t u t e  o f  foundation ,” and th e  t ru s te e s  were requested  to  make an o f f i c i a l

announcement to  th a t  e f f e c t ,  which could be employed as p a r t  o f th e  annual 
85

ca ta logue . The tru s te e s  ac ted  a f t e r  having been requested  by th e  medi­

c a l  fa c u lty  to  in v e s tig a te  th e  condition  o f  the m edical school, w ith  th e  

"o b jec t o f a sc e rta in in g  whether any d efec ts  e x is t  in  i t s  o rg an iza tio n  or 

management as  charged in  sev era l p u b lica tio n s  during the  p resen t y ea r , and

82 "Minutes o f the  M edical Department o f Transylvania U n iv ersity , 
Lexington, September 12, 1842,” p . 251.

83 Ib id . .  May 25, 1844, PP. 285-86.
"F riend  of Lexington" was Dr. James Conquest C ross. See Benjamin 

W. Dudley, Thomas D* M itch e ll, and Robert P e te r ,  Statem ents o f F acts in  
R e la tio n  to  th e  Expulsion o f James C. Cross from Transylvania U n iv ersity . 
pp . 6 , 10, 11, 12. Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1846. Cross was a lso  
au thor o f An Appeal to  th e  M edical P ro fession  o f  th e  United S ta te s , which 
was a venemous a tta e k  upon th e  Transylvania M edical School and i t s  fa c u lty .  
See ib id . . p . 9.

"Minutes o f the  M edical Department o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, January 4 , 1845," p . 292.
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i f  so to  apply th e  remedy.” fhe  t ru s te e s  subsequently announced th a t ,

upon in v e s tig a tio n , they  were "w ell s a t i s f i e d ” th a t  the school was "w all

organized and managed, and th e  v arious c h a irs  f i l l e d  by a b le , lea rn ed  and
36in d u strio u s  p ro fe s so rs .”

(a) ATTEMPTS TO PREVENT HECLINE*--The m edical fa c u lty  made numerous

a ttem p ts  to  h a l t  th e  d ec lin e  th a t  had become se rio u s  by th e  f a l l  of 1848*

In  th e  1849 announcement th e  fa c u lty  advised th e  p o te n tia l  m edical s tuden t

t h a t ,  w hile th e  te rn  had no t been lengthened from four to  f iv e  months, an

ex tra  month o f in s tru c t io n  during October was o ffe red  w ithout any a d d itio n a l

charge* In  a d d itio n , th e  p e ren n ia l bugbear o f  «scanty  supply o f anatom ical

m a te r ia l” was denied, a  "super-abundant supply o f anatom icalJ7 su b jec ts"
87was announced, and a p r iz e  fo r  th e  b e s t m edical th e s is  was advertised*

Facing a f a r th e r  reduction  in  enro llm ent, th e  fa c u lty  announced in  

1850 th a t  th e  session  would be changed, and in s te a d  of beginning in  Novem­

b e r  would open in  March* This change, i t  was s ta te d , would be advantageous 

to  many "who may d e s ire  to  commence the study o f  Medicine a t  t h i s  tim e; and 

more e sp e c ia lly  to  those who, having a ttended  two w in te r courses in  o th e r 

schoo ls, d e s ire  s t i l l  fu r th e r  to  improve th e i r  knowledge, befo re  p resen tin g

them selves as candidates fo r  th e  D octoratej a s  w ell as  to  th a t  c la s s  o f
38student whose term  o f  study ex p ires  in  th e  S pring ."  Fees were reduced

Annual Announcement o f  the  Medical Department o f Transylvania Uni­
v e r s i ty .  1845. P. ~Zl Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1845*

Catalogue o f  th e  M edical Department o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity .
1849. pp. 9, 11, 12. Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1849*

^  Ĵ nnttal  Catalogue o f Graduates in  th e  M edical Department o f th e  
T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1850. p . 6 . Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1850.
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from $105 to  $70 f o r  th e  sess io n  o f  four months, and "one o f th e  most ex­

te n s iv e  and va luab le  c o lle c tio n s  o f m edieal books • • • amounting to
89about 8,000  volumes* was announced*

With th e  change in  th e  sessio n  from w in ter to  sp rin g , th e  Transyl­

vania m edical fa c u lty  was again  placed  upon the defensive . In  o rder to  

r e fu te  ’’w idely published  statem ents 't h a t  th e  Transylvania M edical School

had been d isso lv ed ," 1 th e  fa c u lty  announced in  1851 th a t  they  had "every
90reason  to  be g r a t i f ie d  w ith the  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  e x e r tio n s ,"  and th a t

th ey  would "spare no pains to  make the  summer Session as  p ro f i ta b le  to
91th e  Student as  any w in ter co u rse ."

By 1854 th e  m edical fa c u lty , a f te r  four spring  and summer sessions

w ith  an average o f only  f i f t y  s tu d en ts , was ready to  attem pt th e  w in ter 
92

sess io n  ag a in . They announced a co lleg e  c l in ic  in  which "many S u rg i-
93c a l O perations and cases o f d isease  a re  ex h ib ited  to  th e  c la s s ."  But 

th e  advantages o f  th e  sp ring  and summer sessio n  to  "Southern s tu d e n ts ,"  

and to  those  whose term  o f  study ex p ires  in  th e  summer, "induce th e  Fhculty  

s t i l l  to  ca rry  on th i s  co u rse ."  ^  However, th e  spring  and summer sessio n

ibidl. . pp. 6 ,  7 .
90 Annual Catalogue o f  S tudents and Graduates o f th e  M edical Depart­

ment o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1851. p . 3 .
91 Ib id . .  p . 4*
92 Annual Catalogue o f  Students and Graduates o f th e  M edical Depart­

ment o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1854. p .  3* Lexington: The U n iv e rsity , 
1854.

93 Robert Peter, Bean, "Medical Department o f Transylvania Univer­
s i t y ,  " The Kentucky Statesm an. 5 (August 29, 1854), 2.

9̂ - Annual Catalogue o f  S tudents and Graduates o f the  M edical Depart­
ment o f Transylvania U n iv ersity . 1854. c l t VT p . 3 ,
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was d iscon tinued  a f t e r  th e  1855 term*

(b) CAUSES OF DECLINE.—The f a i lu r e  o f th e  m edical school was un­

doubtedly caused by many in d ire c t  in flu e n c es , such as th e  lo s s  o f  Lexing­

to n ’ s prominent p o s itio n  as a business and tra d in g  c e n te r , th e  concentra­

t io n  o f  th e  people in  Kentucky upon th e  g re a t impending s o c ia l  c o n f l ic t  

between th e  North and th e  South (which sent many young men in to  newly 

opened m il i ta ry  schools in  p reference to  th e  o ld er i n s t i tu t io n s ) ,  and th e  

g en e ra lly  d iv ided  opinions o f  th e  people o f  Kentucky, who were s p l i t  in  

t h e i r  opinions and d e s ire s  about education , as  w ell a s  on th e  is su e s  o f 

th e  secess io n s! c r is is *  The d ire c t  causes o f  the  f a i lu r e  o f th e  m edical 

school are  more concrete .

F i r s t ,  th e  dec line  o f  th e  academic co lleg e  a ffe c te d  the  success o f 

both o f th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools. The importance o f th e  success o f  th e  

academic co lleg e  to  th a t  o f  th e  m edical school was evidenced in  December, 

1837,  when th e  form er’s s ta tu s  dropped so low th a t  th e  m edical fa c u lty  

passed a re so lu tio n  in  which they  advised  the t ru s te e s  of the  "importance 

o f a complete reo rg an iza tio n  o f th e  Academical Department of th e  Univer­

s i t y  as im portant to  the permanency and success o f a l l  th e  departm ents o f 
95th e  in s t i tu t io n ."  The co lleg es  were in terdependen t,  th e  a c c e le ra tio n  

o r dec line  o f  e i th e r  a f fe c te d  th e  o th e rs .

The estab lishm ent o f m edical schools followed soon a f te r  th e  develop-
96merrt of the c it ie s  in  the South and West, and as soon as these new

95 "Minutes of the Medical Department o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
Lexington, December 13, I 837, "  p . 156.

96 gee "U niversity  o f L o u is v ille , M edical Department," Lexington
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m edical schools coaid  convince th e  p ab lic  th a t  th e  le c tu re s  a t  T ransyl­

vania were n o t wholly su p erio r to  those o f  lo c a l  schoo ls , th e  im petus o f 

e a r ly  estab lishm ent g rad u ally  gave way to  the in fluence  o f new population  

p a t te rn s ,  in  which communities tu rned  toward the support of t h e i r  lo c a l  

m edical schools*

C itizen s  o f Lexington and Central. Kentucky by c o n s is te n tly  and regu­

l a r l y  supporting th e  m edical school could have re ta rd e d  the  d e c lin e , bu t 

in  th e  face o f the  ra p id ly  growing population  cen te rs  o f L o u isv ille  and 

C in c in n a ti, which quickly  and d e f in i te ly  rep laced  Lexington as an impor­

ta n t  population  c e n te r , i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  see how Lexington could have 

survived as  a m edical education ce n te r  w ithout a very  ou tstand ing  f a c u lty , 

la rg e  h o sp ita ls  and c l in ic s  fo r  dem onstrations, and ample anatom ical sup­

p l i e s .  I t  was a simple m atter fo r  a u th o r it ie s  a t  L o u isv ille  and C in c in n a ti

Observer and R eporter. 17 (Ju ly  12, 1848), 3* Announced an eighteen  
weeks’ term , w ith  tu i t io n ,  $105, and e igh t p ro fe sso rs .

See Joshua B* F l in t ,  Bean of F acu lty , "Kentucky School o f Medi­
c ine  (L o u is v i l le ) ,” The Kentucky Statesm an. 4 (August 12, 1853), 1# 
A dvertised  fo u rth  session  w ith f iv e  Transylvania Medical School p ro fesso rs  
o f  a t o t a l  o f  eight* (Transylvania M edical School had changed i t s  sessio n  
to  spring and summer a t  t h i s  tim e .)  This was a four months’ course w ith  
tu i t i o n  o f $105*

See A* H. Baker, M*D., P re s id en t, "C incinnati College of Medi­
cine and S urgery ,” The Kentucky Statesm an. 4 (September 23, I 853) ,  3* 
A dvertised  te a  p ro fe sso rs , fo u r months' cou rse , and tu i t io n  o f $90*

See "Medical College o f Ohio," Lexington Observer and R eporter.
16 (August 21, 1847), 3* Announced four months’ course , t u i t io n  of $90, 
and s ix  professors*  This school was lo ca te d  in  C incinnati*

See "E c lec tic  M edical I n s t i t u t e ,  C in c in n a ti, Ohio," Laxt ngton 
Observer and^Reporter. 16 (Ju ly  24, 1847), 3 . Announced fo u r months* 
cou rse , tu i t io n  o f $100, seven p ro fe sso rs , and "ch arte red  in  1845*"

See E* S. Newton, M.D., Dean o f F acu lty , "Memphis I n s t i t u t e ,  
M edical Departm ent," The Kentucky Statesm an. 2 (August 16, 1851), 4* 
A dvertised  seven p ro fe sso rs , fou r months' se ss io n , and tu i t i o n  o f $105*
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to  prove to  p o te n tia l  s tu d en ts  th a t  advantages in  dem onstrations in  t h e i r  

l a r g e r  h o s p ita ls  were su p erio r to  those  o f Lexington; i t  was easy fo r  

f a c u l t ie s  o f the r iv e r  c i ty  schools to  a lle g e  th a t  Lexington could no t 

fu rn ish  an adequate supply o f  anatom ical specimens, although t h i s  fa c t  

was f a l s e ,  w ith th e  exception o f  one o r two sessions* Since the Transyl­

vania p ro fesso rs  in  th e  l a t e r  years made no outstanding m edical d isco v e rie s  

and published  no new t r e a t i s e s  th a t  surpassed those  o f  t h e i r  neighbors in  

L o u isv ille  and C in c in n a ti, the  Transylvania m edical school became only in  

p a r t  a v ic tim  of the r e d is t r ib u t io n  o f population*

Decline o f the  law school*-—The Transylvania Law School’s fo rtu n es  

during th i s  p e rio d , as w ell as a t  o th e r tim es, followed c lo se ly  th e  fa te  

o f  th e  academic co lleg e  and th e  m edical school* From 1842 to  1849 th e  

number o f  s tu d en ts  averaged annually  from s ix ty  to  s ix ty - f iv e ,  and th e  

g raduates from tw en ty -five  to  t h i r t y ,  w hile from 1849 to  1856 th e  number 

o f  studen ts  and graduates was reduced by about ha lf*  ^  However, th e

a d d itio n  o f  a summer sessio n  in  1855 n e a rly  doubled th e  annual enrollm ent 
98fo r  th a t  year*

97 Enrollment records fo r  the law school fear th is  period  a re  no t com­
p le te .  A vailab le  records a re  a s  fo llow s: 1842-43, 75 s tu d en ts ; 1843-44,
60 s tu d en ts  and 3Q g raduates; 1844-45, 60 s tu d en ts ; 1846-47, 62 s tu d en ts  
and 25 g raduates; 1847-48, 62 s tu d en ts ; and 1850-51, 35 s tu d e n ts . F igures 
a re  from ’’M inutes o f  the  Board o f  T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g to n , March 7, 1843,” Vol. V, p . I 36 ; March 10, 1844, V ol. V, p . 146 ; 
A p ril 9, 1847, Vol. V, p . 203; March 3 ,  1848, Vol* V, p* 209; Annual 
Catalogue o f S tudents and Graduates of the  M edical School o f  TWmylvflwia 
U n iv e rs ity . 1852. P .  6 *  Lexington; The U n iv ^-S +T j  I f t c o .  ~~
rep o rts*

98 “Transylvania Law School, Lexington, Kentucky,” Kentucky S ta te s ­
man, 6 (January 19, 1855), 2 . -----------
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With th e  d is so lu tio n  o f the  co n trac t between th e  t ru s te e s  and th e  

M ethodist Episcopal Church South, and the  sharp retrenchm ent in  th e  aca­

demic co lleg e  and th e  m edical school, which took p lace  in  1850,  a  s ig n i­

f ic a n t  decline  in  th e  enrollm ent o f  th e  law school took p la c e . Upon 

Woolley* s re s ig n a tio n  in  1849, th e  law school was reduced from a th re e  

to  a two p ro fesso rsh ip  b a s is ,  bu t th e  former s ta tu s  was re s to re d  in  1854* 

The ex tension  o f  the  course from four to  f iv e  months was i n i t i a t e d  in  an 

e f f o r t  to  improve th e  curriculum  by extending i t .  However, th e  h igher 

tu i t io n  co s ts  may have in te r fe re d  w ith th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  o f t h i s  e ffo r t*  

The a d d itio n  o f  a second sessio n  in  1855 undoubtedly was in tended to  

recap tu re  th e  waning p re s tig e  of th e  law school, which l ik e  th e  m edical

school was reduced from a reg io n a l schoo l, a t t r a c t in g  s tu d en ts  from an
99area  includ ing  a dozen s ta te s ,  to  a lo c a l  school w ith  s trong  competi­

to r s  in  nearby L o u is v ille , Bloomington (In d ian a ), C in c in n a ti, Lebanon
XOQ(Tennessee),  and Memphis*

99 In  I 833 th e  39 law studen ts rep resen ted  n ine  s ta te s ,  including  
Kentucky, 18; Ohio, 6 j Hew York, 4> M iss is s ip p i, 4 j Tennessee, 2; I l l i n o i s ,  
2 j M issouri, l j  Ind iana, l j  and Pennsylvania, 1 .  See A Catalogue o f th e  
O ffice rs  and S tuden ts, i n  the  M edical and Law Departmentsn Tran« vlvani,̂  
U n iv e rs ity , January* 1833. p . 14* Lexington: The U n iv ers ity , I 833 ,  The 
percentages w ere: f o r ty - s ix  per cent from Kentucky and f i f ty - fo u r  per 
cent from o u tsid e  o f th e  s ta t e .

1®® See A lfred  Z* Reed, 0£* c i t . ,  p . 451 of Appendix, fo r  a  ta b le  
showing law school enrollm ents o f the  seven top  schools in  1839-40 ,  th e  
f i f t e e n  top  schools in  1849—50,  and the  twenty—one to p  schools in  1859—
60.

Transylvania * s s tro n g es t com petitor a f t e r  i t s  establishment was 
th e  U n iv ersity  o f  L o u isv ille , which announced i t s  t h i r d  law session  w ith  
th re e  p ro fesso rs  in  Ju ly , 1848,  and w ith  tu i t io n  charges th e  same a s  a t  
T ransy lvan ia . See James G uthrie , P resid en t o f  U n iv ersity  o f  L o u isv ille , 
"U n iversity  o f L o u isv ille , Law Department, Third S ession ,"  T.«*-rt»gtnr» 
Observer and R eporter. 17 (Ju ly  15, IS48) ,  3 ,
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The causes fo r  th e  dec line  in  the  law school were th e  same a s  fo r  th e

academic c o lleg e , th e  m edical school, and th e  u n iv e rs i ty  g e n e ra lly . With

th e  c lo se  o f  th e  1857-58 sess io n , th e  s ix ty  year old law school c losed  i t s

doors. I t  had produced between one thousand and twelve hundred alum ni,
101and more than  two thousand lawyers were tra in e d  a t  T ransy lvan ia .

Comparison of A dm inistrations o f Holley and Bascorn

I t  has been shown th a t  a s e c ta r ia n  ad m in is tra tio n  of th e  u n iv e rs ity  

could a lso  be prosperous. Horace H o lley 's  l i b e r a l  ad m in is tra tio n  had been 

th e  sc h o o l's  most su ccessfu l period  o f p rogress and development p r io r  to  

t h i s  tim e . However, under a co n trac t w ith  th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church, 

in  which th e  l a t t e r  accepted c o n tro l o f  th e  academic departm ent, T ransyl­

van ia  showed even g re a te r  enrollm ents thap  during the  H olley e ra . Although 

aims o f  the  M ethodists were no t th e  same as  those o f the  l i b e r a l l s t s ,  i t  

has been proved th a t  w ith  good le a d e rsh ip , s a tis fa c to ry  support in  terms 

o f  finances and th e  recru itm ent o f  s tu d e n ts , a co lleg e  could become e ffec ­

t iv e  in  t ra in in g  lead e rsh ip  fo r  the community. There was one im portant

See a ls o  “Memphis I n s t i t u t e ,  Law Department,*1 Kentucky Statesm an. 
2 (August 16, 1851), 4 . ----------  ----------------

1(& See T ransylvania U n iv ersity , under an O rganization Adopted in  
th e  Year. 1855, p . 18. Lexington; The U n iv ersity , 1855. This document 
s ta te d ;  “There a re  about one thousand Alumni o f  /  th e  law s c h o o l , / .** 

George Robertson w r ite s ; “The p ro fesso rsh ip  I  re ta in e d  u n t i l  
1858, where I  helped to  make more than  tw elve hundred law yers, s c a tte re d  
over th e  United S ta te s ,  b a t p r in c ip a lly  over th e  W estern, Southern and 
Northwestern S ta te s  and T e r r i to r ie s .” See George Robertson, An O utline 
o f  th e  L ife  o f  George Robertson. W ritten  by H im self, w ith  an In tro d u c tio n  
and Appendix by h is  Son, p . 161. Lexington; Published by George Robert­
so n 's  E s ta te ,  1876.
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d iffe re n c e  between th e  H olley and Bascom adm in istra tions*  The p r in c ip le  

o b jec tiv e  o f th e  former was th a t  th e  school would t r a in  independent- 

minded young men f re e  to  choose t h e i r  r e l ig io n  and p o l i t i c s  a f t e r  gradua­

tio n *  While i t  i s  not known th a t  th e  M ethodists in je c te d  p o l i t i c s  in to  

th e  curriculum , c e r ta in ly  they  seem to  have p ro se ly tiz e d  s tu d en ts  to  

Methodism. The M ethodists made a d e f in i te  co n tr ib u tio n  in  th e i r  admin­

i s t r a t i o n ,  but i t  cannot be sa id  th a t  th e  P resby terians were h ig h ly  success­

f u l ,  e i th e r  in  th e i r  ad m in is tra tio n  o f Tr ansylvania  Seminary or during th e  

Blythe a d m in is tra tio n , 1804-1816* The cond itions under which th e  two 

denominations operated  th e  u n iv e rs ity  w ere, o f course , a t  v a rian ce , but 

th e  o th e r denominations a lso  showed l i t t l e  success in  t h e i r  adm inistra­

t io n s .

Summary

With th e  c lo se  o f  th e  M ethodists* co n tra c t to  co n tro l th e  academic 

departm ent, th e  school’ s management re v e rte d  back to  th e  1839 c h a r te r  o f 

t r i p l e  c o n tro l, includ ing  a  s ta t e ,  a  m u n ic ip a lity , and a p r iv a te  corpora­

tio n *  The l ib e r a l  ad m in is tra tio n , 1850-1856, was a perio d  o f decline* 

Controversy between th e  N orthern and Southern M ethodists seemed to  have 

brought to  a  c lo se  th e  ex ce llen t re la tio n s h ip  between th e  school and th i s  

denomination. T ransylvania, 1842-1850, r ig h t f u l ly  may have been re fe r re d  

to  a s  th e  "U n iv ersity  o f th e  W est." The se rio u s  decline o f a l l  th e  de­

partm ents, academic, m edicine, and law , in  1849 v i r tu a l ly  brought an end 

to  th e  u sefu ln ess  of the  unxversity  a s  such. Although she made a comeback
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in  1856 w ith th e  a id  o f s ta te  funds, Tr ansylvania never again  very  c lo se ly  

approached a u n iv e rs ity  o rg an iza tio n  in  fac t*

F a ilu re  to  achieve s ta t i c  goals s e t fo r th  in  i t s  o r ig in a l  c h a r te rs  

was due to  many o f the fa c to rs  p rev iously  discussed* Some o f th e se  causes 

were th e  fo llow ing: th e  w ithdraw al o f support by th e  M ethodists, e sp ec ia l­

l y  in  th e  re c ru itin g  o f student personnel; th e  lack  of e f fe c tiv e  lead e rsh ip  

(as  in  H olley1s ad m in is tra tio n , one man could not c a rry  th e  burden o f th e  

e n t i r e  school’s o p e ra tio n ), and Bascom’s co lleagues were weak in  t h e i r  

support o f th e  p re s id e n t; and th e  p e ren n ia l re lig io u s  con troversy , t h i s  

time between two branches o f  th e  same denomination* I t  must be poin ted  

oat th a t  th e  su ccessfu l op era tio n  o f  the  m edical school, which accounted 

la rg e ly  fo r  T ransy lvan ia’ s n a tio n a l rep u ta tio n  (lawyers were s t i l l  being 

t ra in e d  by th e  ap p ren tice  method and by p r iv a te  schools to  a la rg e  e x te n t) , 

was the  key to  th e  u n iv e rs i ty ’s success* As th e  la rg e r  c i t i e s ,  L o u isv ille , 

C in c in n a ti, N ash v ille , and Memphis, began to  b u ild  up th e i r  m edical 

schoo ls , s tu d en ts  became re lu c ta n t to  t r a v e l  to  Lexington fo r  th e i r  t r a in ­

in g , and to o , the  la rg e r  c i t i e s  could fu rn ish  ex tensive h o s p ita ls  lack ing  

in  Lexington* Law schools o f  Harvard, Y ale, and th e  U n iv ersity  o f V irg in ia  

grew in  s ta tu r e ,  causing T ransy lvan ia’s long period  of le ad e rsh ip  in  t h i s  

f i e l d  to  become overshadowed* The academic co lleg e  never drew as  many 

o u t-o f - s ta te  studen ts  as  d id  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l schools*
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CHAPTER IX

SURVIVAL THROUGH WAR AND POSTWAR REORGANIZATION, 1856-1865

The C iv il  War y e a rs , postwar re o rg an iza tio n , and some m iscellaneous 

problems are  d iscussed  in  th is  ch ap te r. However, p r io r  to  th e  War Tran­

sy lvan ia  supporters  attem pted a new approach to  th e  o ld  problem o f rev iv in g  

th e  u n iv e rs ity ; th ey  planned to  e s ta b lis h  a te ach e r t r a in in g  school a s  a 

p r in c ip a l p a r t  o f  the u n iv e rs ity .

Saphasis on P ublic  Teacher T ra in in g , I 856- I 858

P rogressive lead ers  s trove  fo r  a p u b lic  school system in  Kentucky 

as e a r ly  a s  1793, when th e  academy a c t was passed . Many commissions were 

named to  study th e  problem, but i t  was n o t u n t i l  I 838 th a t  a  beginning 

was made, and th i s  included only the  establishm ent o f a d e f in i te  p la n . 

Although th e  c o n s ti tu tio n  o f  1849 recognized pub lic  education and fu r th e r  

improved th e  s ta te  educational s tru c tu re ,  s ta te -su p p o rte d  schools a s  a 

system o f p u b lic  education were not a r e a l iz a t io n  except in  th e  narrow est 

sense p r io r  to  th e  c lo se  o f th e  C iv il  War* In  an e f fo r t  to  fu r th e r  pub­

l i c  education  in  I 856,  a s ta te  normal school was e s ta b lish ed  in  connection 

w ith  Transylvania U n iv ersity . The l e g i s la tu r e ’s w ithdraw al o f  funds fo r  

t h i s  school in  1857 probably s e t  p u b lic  education  in  Kentucky back a quar­

t e r  o f a cen tu ry .

Kentucky’s public  school system.—Kentucky’s p u b lic  school movement 

d id  no t begin long enough b efo re  th e  C iv il War to  be thoroughly impressed

266
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on th e  p u b lic  mind*. Kentuckians became hop e lessly  d iv ided  over th e  is su e  

involved in  th e  war, and communities which o rd in a r ily  would have been 

in te re s te d  in  promoting public  schools became e i th e r  too  poor o r to© in ­

d if f e r e n t  to  make th e  much needed e f fo r t*  L i t t l e  o r  no s o c ia l  develop­

ment took p lace  in  Kentucky from 1861 to  1865* ^  From I 838 forward th e  

s ta te  board o f  education  was composed of th e  Superintendent o f P ublic  

In s tru c t io n , th e  S ecre ta ry  of S ta te ,  and th e  A ttorney General as  ex 

o f f ic io  members. The l a t t e r  two could give l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  to  the  

needs o f  th e  department o f education , and in  a d d itio n  th e  p a r t is a n  n a tu re  

o f  th ese  o f f ic e s  made meddling w ith  education a  t i e k l i s h  job* T herefore , 

th e  su p erin ten d en t’s d u tie s  were fo r  many y ears  nothing more than  c l e r i ­

cal* He supp lied  b lanks, form s, and tex tbooks, and c o lle c te d  re p o rts
2from th e  counties*

Public education was given reco g n itio n  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  Ken-
3

tu e k y 's  c o n s ti tu tio n  o f 1849* An educa tio n a l fund o f  $1,227,168*42 

was e s ta b lish e d  to  be h e ld  in v io la te  fo r  support of schools* S p ecia l 

funds a r is in g  from ta x a tio n  were lik ew ise  to  be ap p lied  to  educational 

purposes, and w ithout equivocation* Each county was guaranteed an equi­

ta b le  amount o f th e  accumulated fund, and a superintendent o f p u b lic

Thomas B* C lark , A H isto ry  o f Kentucky, p . 5©4* New York: P ren- 
t ic e -H a l l ,  1937* Pp* xv /  702*

2 I b id .* pp. 506- 507.
3 See Bennett H* Young, H isto ry  and Texts o f  th e  Three C o n stitu tio n s  

o f  Kentucky* P a r t Two, pp. 21-35* L o u isv ille :  C ourier-Jou rna l Job 
P r in tin g  C o., 189®.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



instruction was t© be elected, by popular vote for a term of four years*
4Thus was born Kentucky's s ta te -su p p o rted  p u b lic  school system* But

5
t h i s  pub lic  system was very  in e ffe c tiv e *  Even in  1869 th e  b i l l  pro­

posing  a d d itio n a l revenue, which would have perm itted  l ib e r a l iz a t io n  o f 

th e  school system and in  th e  end have l a i d  th e  foundation  fo r  a school

system equal to  th o se  o f the Northwestern S ta te s ,  f a i le d  to  pass th e  Ken-
6tucky  L eg isla tu re*

E arly  e f fo r ts  to  e s ta b lis h  a s ta te  normal school*—-Several e a r ly  

e f f o r t s  were made to  e s ta b lis h  a s ta te  normal school in  Kentucky* Among 

those  making th i s  e f fo r t  were th e  Transylvania board o f  t r u s te e s ,  Rev* 

Benjamin 0* P eers, a P es ta lo zz ian , Rev* J .  J .  Bullock, th e  f i r s t  superin­

ten d en t o f  p u b lic  in s tru c t io n , and Governor W ickliffe*

One o f  the  e a r l i e s t  e f fo r ts  to  provide pub lic  te a c h e r  t r a in in g  fo r  

Kentucky schools was th a t  announced by T ran sy lv an ia 's  board of t r u s te e s  in

th e  l a t e  182©* s .  They s tre s se d  th e  need fo r  teach e r t r a in in g  and promul-
7gated  s tep s  in  t h e i r  p o licy  to  in co rp o ra te  such a department • They 

c a l le d  a t te n tio n  to  th e  academic course a s  one e x c e lle n t fo r  f i t t i n g  young 

man fo r  th e  necessary  o f f ic e  o f  teach ers  and schoolm asters. They

^  Thomas D. C lark , A H is to ry  o f  Kentucky, op* c i t *. pp. 433-34*
5 Ib id .* pp . 507-511*
6 Ib id . .  p . 506.
7 Board o f Trustees, Transylvania University, "Transylvania University, 

K entucky.Reporter. 21 (Ju ly  23,  1828), 3*
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emphasized th a t ,  although u su a lly  neg lec ted , t h i s  curriculum  contained 

inform ation  upon elem entary school-books, systems of education , modes of 

teach in g , and o th er su b jec ts  which have an ’’immediate bearing  on th e  general 

d iffu s io n  o f in te ll ig e n c e  throughout the  community, bu t which have com­

manded l i t t l e  a t te n tio n  even a t  th e  o ld e s t s e a ts  o f le a rn in g .” At th e  end

o f  the sp ec ia liz ed  course in  teach er t r a in in g ,  a c e r t i f i c a te  o f  s c h o la r-
8sh ip  was p resen ted  in  l i e u  o f a degree.

P eers, a c tin g  p res id en t o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , according to  h is

in au g u ra l address d e liv e red  in  1833* showed th a t  he looked forward to  making
9o f the u n iv e rs ity  something resem bling a s ta te  normal school. The a c t  o f

th e  General As sembly of I 838 made no p rov ision  fo r  th e  tra in in g  o f te a c h e rs ,

but Bullock, in  h is  f i r s t  re p o rt to  th e  General As sembly in  1839, u t i l iz e d

considerab le  space fo r  a d iscussion  o f normal schools fo r  th e  t r a in in g  o f

teachers*  He w rote:

The founding o f one o r more normal schools fo r  th e  purpose o f  t r a in in g  
th e  sons o f th e  s o i l  i s  a fa v o r ite  measure w ith  many f r ie n d s  o f education* 
The establishm ent o f  a school or schools fo r  teach ers  i s  c e r ta in ly  a g re a t 
desideratum* I t  i s  the voice o f  reason and experience th a t  th ey  must e x is t  
befo re  education can be performed in  the  b e s t p o ssib le  manner and w ith  th e  
g re a te s t  a t ta in a b le  suecess* In  those  c o u n trie s  where education has been 
c a r r ie d  to  the g re a te s t  p e rfe c tio n , schools fo r teach e rs  have formed an im­
p o rta n t fe a tu re  in  t h e i r  systems and w ith  the  b e s t  r e s u l t s .  1®

8 I b id .
9 Benjamin 0* P eers, Inaugural A ddress. D elivered a t  th e  Opening o f 

M orrison C ollege, Lexington, Kentucky, November 4 ,  I 833 .  Lexington: J* 
C larke and C o., I 833.  Pp. 30 .

For a more detailed report of Peers' a c tiv ity  in establishing a 
normal school see Grant C. K night, "Benjamin O rrs P e e rs ,” D ic tionary  o f 
American Biography, V ol. XIV, p . 389 .  New York: Charles S c rib n e rs ’ Sons, 
!934.

10 Jo u rn al o f th e  House o f R ep resen ta tiv es. 1839-10. (December 2,
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Governor W ick liffe  p resen ted  th e  su b jec t o f te a ch e r  t ra in in g  t© th e  

Assembly in  h is  message o f December 3 ,  1839:

There i s  one desideratum  in  the system, which, w hile i t  co n tinues, 
mast render i t  d i f f i c u l t  o f  a  g en era l d iffu sio n *  There i s  no p ro v isio n  
fo r  th e  education and in s tru c tio n  o f teachers  f o r  Common Schools* A 
c ap ac ity  fo r  teach in g , though no t wholly c re a ted  by education , i s  cer­
t a in ly  in creased  and made u se fu l by in s tru c t io n  in  th e  a r t  o f  success­
f u l ly  communicating knowledge to  children* Would i t  no t be w ell to  
ap p ro p ria te  a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  annual income o f  th e  School fUnd to  th e  
estab lishm ent o f a P ro fesso rsh ip  in  th e  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  fo r  th e  pur­
pose o f educating Common School teach ers?  This would enable th e  S ta te ,  
through her U n iv e rs ity , t o  educate , an n u ally , a s u f f ic ie n t  number o f 
young men to  supply th e  demand fo r  te a c h e rs , a s  th e  system s h a ll  pro­
g re ss  in  i t s  o rg an iza tio n  and adoption by th e  people* •*-*•

But d e sp ite  th e se  e f f o r t s ,  n e a r ly  two decades passed befo re  th e  

le g is la tu r e  e s ta b lish ed  a  s ta te  normal school*

S ta te  reo rg an iza tio n  o f  1856*—In  1856 th e  General Assembly became

in te re s te d  in  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  again  and by enactment provided fo r  i t s  r e -  
12organization*  This a c t  provided fo r  the estab lishm ent w ith in  the  uni­

v e r s i ty  of a normal school department f o r  th e  tra in in g  o f teachers*  The 

preamble s e t fo r th  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  u n iv e rs ity  was in tended as a s ta te  

in s t i tu t io n  and th a t  i t  a ffo rded  "p ec u lia r  and g rea t advantages in  i t s  

grounds, b u ild in g s , endowments, l i b r a r i e s ,  and various p ro p e rtie s"  fo r  

th e  establishm ent o f a normal school department* A new board o f  t r u s ­

te e s  was c o n s titu te d  of seven s ta te  o f f ic e r s  as members ex o f f ic io ,  and

I 839 *. February 21, 1840), Regular S ession , p . 23* F ran k fo rt: S ta te  
P r in te r ,  1840.

11 I b i d *
12 Acts o f  Kentucky. 1855-56 (Regular S ess io n ), Vol. I ,  Chapter 762, 

p . 117. F ran k fo rt: S ta te  P r in te r ,  I 856.
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seven c i t iz e n s  o f  th e  s ta te*  The a c t  fu r th e r  provided fo r  th e  method o f 

appo in ting  stu d en ts  from the sev era l p o l i t i c a l  u n its  who should enjoy th e  

advantages o f th e  school, f o r  th e  plan  o f  adm ission, and fo r  th e  method o f  

making th e  course o f  study . An ap p ro p ria tio n  o f  $12,000 from the  common 

school fund was made to  c a rry  th e  p lan  in to  o p era tio n .

Five d i s t in c t  departm ents c a lle d  schools were s e t  up under t h i s  r e ­

o rg an iza tio n . They were: (1) The School o f Moral Science, (2) The School

o f P hysica l Science, (3 ) The School of M athematics, (4 ) The School o f 

Ancient Languages, and (5) The School fo r  Teachers. The in s tru c t io n  in  

th e  normal departm ent, to g e th e r  w ith th e  o rg an iza tio n a l d e t a i l s ,  was 

assigned  to  two p ro fe sso rs , w hile the g en era l government and adm inistra­

t io n  o f  d is c ip l in e  re s te d  u ltim a te ly  w ith  the  fa c u lty  of th e  u n iv e rs ity  

and th e  board o f tru s te e s*

Expansion under Rev. Lewis Green. —Rev. Lewis W. Green, P residen t o f

Hampden—Sidney C ollege, was chosen p re s id en t of the  reorgan ized  in s t i t u — 
13

t io n .  At th e  time he took o f f ic e  th e  v a lu a tio n  of th e  b u ild in g s ,

grounds, and equipment was estim ated a t  $200, 000,  ^  and e ig h ty  stu d en ts

were e n ro lle d  a t  the  opening o f  th e  i n s t i tu t io n  in  th e  f e l l  o f  I 856 in
15th e  normal department* A newspaper e d ito r  emphasized th a t  n e a rly  two

•̂3 see  LeRoy J .  H alsey, Memoir o f th e  L ife  and C haracter o f  Rev. 
Lewis Warner Green. P .P . w ith  a S e lec tio n  from His Sermons. New York: 
C harles S cribner and Co., 1871. Pp. x i  /  491 .  —— —

14 A lvin F . Lewis, H isto ry  o f  Higher Education in  Kentucky, p . 77. 
Washington: Government P r in tin g  O ffice , 1899.

15 Ib id .
The m inutes o f  the  board o f t ru s te e s  fo r  th is  period  a re  m issing .
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th i r d s  o f  the income then  employed to  e f fe c t  the purposes o f the  l e g is la ­

tu re  were derived  from the  u n iv e rs ity  and th a t  advantages thereby  were

extended to  th e  s ta te  sch o la rs  which eould not be procured a t  a co s t le s s
16th an  th e  in te r e s t  on $200,000. P resid en t Green s ta te d  th a t  th e  two

schoo ls , the  normal department and th e  academic departm ent, could be

o perated  w ith a “harmony and smooth e x ac tn ess ,” and a f t e r  se v e ra l months
17

o f experience he sa id  th a t  th e  scheme was s a t is fa c to ry .

Green to ld  o f two s a lie n t  p o in ts  in  th e  p o lic ie s  of th e  new adm inis- 
18

t r a t i o n .  F i r s t  he s tre s se d  th e  e f f e c t  o f th e  la rg e  element o f mature 

s tu d en ts  (grown men who were tak in g  advantage o f th e  teach e r tra in in g )  

upon o th er s tu d en ts , and th e  importance o f  in s tru c tin g  s tu d en ts  thoroughly 

in  th e  rudim ents o f education  a t  an e a r ly  ag e , as  a  means o f  r a is in g  th e  

g en era l le v e l  o f education  in  the  s t a t e .  Of th e  $12,000 fund $7,000 was 

ap p ro p ria ted  fo r th e  p a r t i a l  support o f m erito rio u s  young men fo r  educa­

t io n a l  se rv ic e  and only f iv e  thousand fo r  th e  d ire c t  co st o f t h e i r  in s tru c ­

t io n .

P resid en t Green wrote sh o rtly  a f t e r  h is  in au g u ra l address in  November, 
1846, th a t  th e  number o f a l l  the s tu d en ts  was between 125 and 130. See 
LeRoy J .  H alsey, ©jj,  c i t . .  p . 54.

16 see  “The Normal School; I t s  P a r tic u la r  O rganization , The Inaugural 
Address of P resid en t Lewis Green, E d i to r ia l  Comment om,M Kentucky S ta te s ­
man. 8 (December 19, 1856), 2 .

17 Lewis W. Green, Addresses D elivered a t  th e  Inauguration  o f Rever­
end Lewis W« Green. P .P . , as P resid en t o f  T ransylvania U n iv ersity  and 
S ta te  Normal School, November 18, 1856. Lexington, Kentucky! Published 
by th e  Board /  o f T rustees _ J ,  1856. Pp. 34.

“The Normal School -  Inaugural Address o f Dr. Lewis G reen,” The 
Kent ucky Statesm an. 8 (December 19, 1856), 2 .

18 «The Normal School -  Inaugural Address of Dr. Lewis G reen,” Ken­
tucky Statesm an. 8 (December 19, 1856), 2 .
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Green commented favorab ly  upon the  l e g i s l a tu r e 's  a c tio n  c re a tin g  th e

normal school: "To e f fe c t  th i s  g rea t o b jec t /" su p p ly  o f competent and w e ll

q u a l i f ie d  teach e rs  in  s u f f ic ie n t  number to  meet th e  pub lic  demanc^ 7  th e

L e g is la tu re , in  i t s  wisdom, has e s ta b lish e d  th i s  school, where our own
19young men can be educated in  th e  a r t  o f  te a ch in g ."  He a lso  s ta te d  th a t  

human am bition in  i t s  l o f t i e s t  a s p ira tio n s  could ask no prouder ep itaph  

th an  th e  simple in s c r ip tio n  which s h a ll  reco rd  the  name o f  him-—"The
20Founder of th e  System o f  G eneral In s tru c t io n , fo r  the People o f Kentucky. 11

P residen t G reen 's p lan  o f education .-—G reen 's inaugural address was

c h a ra c te r iz e d  as  " t ru ly  g rea t"  and "worthy of th e  noble cause in  b e h a lf  o f
21which i t  was pronounced." B right p ro sp ects  were p re d ic te d , and i t  was

sa id  th a t  th e  g lo r ie s  o f Old Transylvania were about a t  len g th  to  re tu rn

and th a t  t h i s  noble in s t i tu t io n  was d es tin ed  a t  once to  ta k e  rank among
22th e  b r ig h te s t  lum inaries of science and lea rn in g  in  th e  n a tio n . Green 

spoke of th e  p lan  of education  a t  T ransylvania: "Ho m atte r how m unifi­

cen t may be th e  donations o f  th e  S ta te  to  the purposes o f  education , nor 

how complete the o rgan iza tion  o f h er schoo ls, a l l  hopes o f s u b s ta n tia l

^  Lewis W* Green, Addresses D elivered  a t  the  Inauguration  of 
Reverend Lewis W. Green. D.B. .  op.  c i t . .  p . 3.

29 ib id . . p . 35 .
21

"S ta te  Hormal School^- Inauguration  o f  Rev. Lewis W. G reen,B .D .,"
The Kentucky Statesm an. 8 (November 21, 1856), 2 .

22 HUM*
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advantages to  r e s u l t  from them w il l  be v a in  and i l lu s iv e  u n less  th e re  can

be secured  to  t h e i r  c o n tro l a corps o f  teach e rs  not only w e ll educated and

s k i l le d  In  the  a r t  o f  im parting t h e i r  knowledge, bu t deeply imbued w ith

th e  s p i r i t  o f our p e c u lia r  in s t i tu t io n s ,  convinced o f  th e  wisdom o f our

law s, id e n t i f ie d  w ith our p ro sp e r ity , and possessed o f  n a tu ra l  sympathy
23w ith  our fe e lin g s  • • • •*

The Statesman wrote o f the ab le  support of in f lu e n t ia l  jo u rn a ls  and

ab le  lead e rs  o f both p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  and expressed a d e s ire  th a t  p a r ty
24m alig n ity  and p o l i t i c a l  s tru g g les  would n o t crush th e  co llege* In  ad ­

d i t io n ,  th e  Statesman declared  i t s  in te n tio n  to  support th e  u n iv e rs ity

and to  expose immediately any p a r tis a n sh ip  th a t  might be harm ful to  th e  
25

in s t i tu t io n *  The p lan  o f education was one o f challenge and usefulness* 

I t s  b ig  d e fee t la y  in  i t s  f a i lu r e  to  rece iv e  continued support from the 

s t  a t  e •

Student o p p o rtu n itie s*—-With sch o la rsh ip s  fo r  those  of. lim ite d  means, 

education  a t  T ransylvania became more democratic than  ever b e fo re . The 

poor man and th e  r ic h ,  th e  c h ild re n .o f  th e  m ountain, th e  f o r e s t ,  and th e  

p la in ,  were p laced  s id e  by s id e , in  th e  same h a l ls  o f sc ien ce , w ith  a 

Mf  a i r f i e l d  and an open tra c k ,*  in  com petition fo r th e  h ig h est honors th a t

23 Lewis W« Green, Addresses D elivered  a t  the  Inauguration  o f  Rever­
end Lewis W* Green* P .P .* op* c i t . ,  p* 11*

^  "The Normal School -  Inaugural Address o f Dr* Lewis Green," Ken­
tucky Statesm an. S (December 19, 1 8 5 6 ) ,2 .

25 ib id .
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26so c ie ty  could o ffer*

I t  was the  purpose o f  th e  t ru s te e s  and the  fa c u lty  th a t  th e  funds

o f th e  s ta te  should be used s p e c if ic a l ly  in  the tra in in g  o f  teach e rs  fo r

th e  s ta te *  Each s ta te  p u p il was, th e re fo re , by the  f a c t  o f  h is  accep ting

th e  appointm ent, a  member o f  the  teach er tra in in g  departm ent. The s tuden t

pledged to  m aster th e  s tu d ie s  in  t h i s  departm ent, to  review  the  elem entary

su b je c ts , and to  le a rn  as much as p o ss ib le  o f the h ig h er c o lle g ia te  s tu d ie s .

I f  a student demonstrated to  th e  fa c u lty  th a t  he possessed a d e ta ile d  know“-

ledge o f the  normal school curriculum  o r an ap titu d e  and d e s ire  to  study

academic su b je c ts , he could , w ith  th e  f a c u l ty ’s perm ission , devote a p a r t

o f h is  time to  academic su b jec t f ie ld s .  The im portant purpose o f  th e

teach e r t r a in in g  curriculum  was to  in su re  accuracy in  th e  elem entary sub"

je c t s ,  but a lso  to  extend every opportun ity  and stim ulus f o r  p rogress in
27

th e  c o lle g ia te  s tu d ie s .

Green, in  speaking o f  the  o p p o rtu n itie s  o f s tu d en ts , sta ted*  "This 

opportun ity  fo r  h igher c u ltu re , so eag erly  se iz e d , and so w e ll improved 

a lread y  by a  p o rtio n  o f our p u p ils , makes not only an a b le r  man, bu t a 

' su p erio r te a c h e r ; and in  a l l  th e  more g if te d  minds, w i l l  assu red ly  stimu­

l a t e  to  la rg e r  acquirem ents in  a f t e r  l i f e ;  thus m u ltip ly ing  th e  number o f  

thoroughly educated men, and accomplishing c o l la te r a l ly  another o f  th e

26 M^he Normal School; I t s  P a r tic u la r  O rganization , The Inaugural 
Address o f P resid en t Lewis Green," Kentucky Statesman. 8 (December 19, 
1856), 2.

27 Henry Barnard, E d ito r , "Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  and th e  S ta te  Nor­
mal School a t  Lexington, Kentucky," The American Jou rnal o f  Education, k 
(March, 1857), 218.
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g re a t purposes o f  th e  L e g is la tu re , to  r a is e  up men fo r  th e  S ta te  as  w e ll
28a s  in s tru c to r s  fo r  our sch o o ls .” G o lleg ia te  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  poor 

boys o f the  type here described  c e r ta in ly  were rev o lu tio n ary  in  Kentucky 

during t h i s  p e rio d .

I f  the studen ts d esired  to  re tu rn  and complete th e i r  s tu d ie s  a t  Tran­

sy lv an ia , a l l  th e  advantages o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  were g ra tu ito u s ly  o ffe re d . 

These advantages to  th e  normal school, a s  derived from i t s  connection w ith 

th e  u n iv e rs ity , were accompanied by corresponding advantages in  o th e r  de­

partm ents o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity , which were worthy o f se rio u s  co n s id e ra tio n , 

and rendered  th e  u n iv e rs ity  an e x c e lle n t p lace  fo r  th e  t r a in in g  o f  teach­

e r s  ^  as w e ll a s  a  school fo r  l i b e r a l  education .

Normal course o f in s tru c t io n .-—A sp e c ia l course o f  in s tru c t io n  was 

prepared  by each o f th e  p ro fe sso rs  to  f i t  th e  sp e c ia l needs o f th e  normal 

s tu d e n ts , and sp e c ia l c la s se s  were organized fo r  them. Four o f s ix  pro­

fe sso rs  were re g u la r ly  assigned  to  t h e i r  in s tru c t io n , and two p ro fesso rs  

devoted th e i r  f i l l  tim e to  th e se  s tu d en ts , and th e  o th e r departm ents were 

©pen to  them w ithout e x tra  cost*

F a ilu re  o f th e  normal school.—The f a i lu r e  o f th e  normal school came 

in  th e  t h i r d  week o f January , 1858, when the  senate  rep ea led  le g is la t io n  

e s ta b lish in g  the school; the  rep ea lin g  a c t  was to  tak e  e f f e c t  im m ediately.

2® Lewis W. Green, Addresses D elivered  a t  the  Inauguration  o f Rever- 
Lewis W. Green. P .P . .  on. e i t .« p . 18.

29 "The Normal School; I t s  P a r t ic u la r  O rgan ization ,” The Kentucky 
Statesm an. 8 (©ecember I f ,  1856), 2 .

3° Ib id .
31 A cts o f  Kentucky. 1857—58 (Regular S ess io n ), Vol. I ,  Chapter 492,
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The house o f  re p re se n ta tiv e s  had p rev io u sly  repealed  th e  same a c t ,  but pro­

v ided  th a t  th e  re p e a l should tak e  e f fe c t  June 30, 1858. I t  was declared  th a t  

th e  d iffe ren ce  was im m aterial, as th e  funds fo r  th e  support o f  th e  school up

to  th e  end of th e  se ss io n , June, 1858, had a lread y  been drawn, and th a t  th e
32school would continue to  th a t  p e rio d .

The immediate cause fo r  th e  s t a t e 's  w ithdraw al of a s s is ta n c e  to  th e
33school seems to  have been th e  f in a n c ia l  panic o f 1857,  although i t  seems 

p o ss ib le  th a t  denom inational in te r e s t s  were not re lu c ta n t to  see th e  down­

f a l l  o f a s ta te -su p p o rted  school o f h igher education .

G reen 's re s ig n a tio n .—There had been much d is s a t is f a c t io n  and d is ­

couragement previous to  G reen 's a r r iv a l  a t  T ransy lvan ia , but he a t  once

in fu sed  new l i f e  in to  th e  venerable u n iv e rs ity , and in sp ire d  i t s  fr ie n d s
34w ith th e  h ig h est hopes. Everyone seemed to  be p leased  w ith  h is  adm inis- 

35t r a t i o n .  In  a l e t t e r  o f  th i s  period  adverting  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  some

p . 54. F ran k fo rt: S ta te  P r in te r ,  I 858.
"The Normal School," The Kentucky Statesm an. 9 (January 26, I 858) ,

3 .
32 «The Normal S chool,” The Kentucky Statesm an. 9 (January 26, 1858),

3 .
33 "The f in a n c ia l p an ic ,"  wrote an e d i to r ,  "was so prominent a to p ic , 

was ex e rc is in g  so d isa s tro u s  an in flu en ce  upon th e  w elfa re  o f  so c ie ty , 
th a t  i t  was im possible to  pass such a su b jec t over in  s ile n c e  • • • •
Very p ro p erly  he /"Governor MoreheadJ7 a t t r ib u te s  th e  panic to  th e  banks 
and to  a paper currency . This t ru th  i s  so obvious, th a t  any p o l i t ic ia n  
who was to  deny i t ,  would su b jec t h im self to  pub lic  d e r is io n  . . .  ♦"
See "Governor Morehead's F a l la c ie s ,"  The Kentucky Statesm an. 9 (Decem­
b er 22, 1857), 3 (E d i to r ia l ) .

34 LeRoy J .  Halsey, Memoir o f  the L ife  and C haracter o f  Rev. Lewis 
Warner Green. P .P . w ith a S e lec tio n  from His Sermons, p . 53• New York; 
C harles S cribner and C o., 1871.

35 Ib id . . p . 54*
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people had a lread y  began to  p re d ic t th a t  he should do a g re a t  work, he

w r ite s :  ”But I  do not wish to  be high-minded, but f e a r ,  and g ra te fu l ly

accep t what God may m erc ifu lly  send* Our number i s  about 125 or 130,

as  many as I  d es ire  to  s t a r t  with*" A month l a t e r ,  he says: “I  th in k

I  am g iv ing  u n iv e rsa l s a t i s f a c t io n ,  and th e  co llege  moves on beyond a l l

expectations* But I  have had f i r s t ,  g re a t anx ie ty  and s in ce , r a th e r  too  
37much ap p lau se .”

This in sp ire d  opening o f th e  u n iv e rs ity  was follow ed by d isappo in t­

ment fo r  Green, fo r  w ith  the f a i lu r e  o f the  normal school, th e  g re a t ob­

j e c t  fo r  which he had come to  Kentucky, and fo r  vhich he had labored  in  

hope fo r  n e a rly  two y e a rs , was nipped in  th e  bud* Now th e re  could be 

l i t t l e  p rospect o f r a is in g  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity  in to  a f i r s t - c l a s s  in ­

s t i t u t i o n ,  a f t e r  a l l  the  changes and disappointm ents of i t s  p a s t h isto ry *  

Under these  circum stances, Dr. Green f e l t  h im self a t  l ib e r ty  to  re s ig n  in  

th e  w in ter o f  1857, ju s t  a f te r  th e  passage o f  th e  b i l l  destroy ing  th e  

normal school* ^

Green r e t i r e d  fe e lin g  th a t  no r e s p o n s ib il i ty  fb r  the  f a i lu r e  o f  Tran­

sy lvan ia  to  continue i t s  expansion ist tre n d  re s te d  upon him or h is  co l­

leagues* He had accepted th e  p o s itio n  in  good f a i t h ,  and had worked

3^ Lewis W* Green, l e t t e r  dated ”1856” ,  quoted in  LeRoy J* H alsey, 
o£. e i t *. p* 54*

3? Lewis W* Green, second l e t t e r  dated  ”1856” ,  quoted in  LeRoy J* 
H alsey, ®g* e i t *. p . 54*

3® LeRoy H alsey, og* e i t . ,  p . 54*
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d i l ig e n t ly  to  accomplish a l l  p o ssib le  b e n e f its  under th e  new act* In  h is

b r i e f  term  o f  o f f ic e ,  th e  u n iv e rs ity  moved forward enough to  demonstrate

what accomplishments could have been made i f  th e  opportun ity  o f a longer

ad m in is tra tio n  had p resen ted  i t s e l f *  No p a r t o f  h is  l i f e  had been more

marked by a c t iv i ty .  Young men had been drawn from a l l  p a r ts  o f th e  s ta te *
39The annual commencement had never been a tten d ed  w ith  b e t t e r  success*

And h is  whole in s tru c t io n  in  th e  u n iv e rs ity , as w ell a s  h is  preaching,

had seemed to  have e l ic i te d  th e  adm iration  o f a l l  c la sse s  a t  Lexington*

He was in v ite d  to  preach in  the  churches o f  severa l denominations in  th e

c i ty ,  where la rg e  audiences gathered  to  hear him from Sunday to  Sunday,

and on each Sabbath afternoon  he preached in  th e  chapel o f th e  un iv ersity *

Almost in  no sense could f a i lu r e  be a t t r ib u te d  to  him. But through causes

over which P residen t Green had no c o n tro l, Kentuckians had f a i le d  to
40

support th e  reorganized  u n iv e rs ity . Green took o f f ic e  a s  p resid en t o f 

C entre College on January 1 , 1858, continuing  in  th a t  o f f ic e  u n t i l  h is  

death in  I 863.  ^

Transylvania "High S chool,” I 858- I 865

With th e  f a i lu re  o f  th e  normal school in  I 858,  th e  law school th e  

same y ea r , and the m edical school th e  fo llow ing  y ea r, th e  academic

29 Ib id *, p . 55*
See ib id *. pp. 68-69  fo r  copies o f ad u la to ry  memorials to  Green’s 

memory by th e  Centre College fa c u lty  and th e  Centre College s tuden t body, 
as w ell a s  th e  Second P resb y te rian  Church of D anv ille .

See jb id . ,  fo r  G reen 's work as p resid en t of Centre College es­
p e c ia lly  pp. 55-67*
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department was th e  lone ac tiv e  element of th e  u n iv e rs i ty . Even i t s  

fu n c tio n s  were much retrenched  and l im ite d , being b e t te r  described  by th e  

new name ©f th e  p rep ara to ry  departm ent, T ransylvania High School. Tran­

sy lvan ia  High School was th e  only  element o f T ransylvania U n iv ersity  th a t  

remained a c tiv e  daring  th e  perio d  1859 to  1865# However, t h i s  “high 

school* was in  one resp ec t s im ila r  to  p resen t-day  ju n io r  c o lle g e s , in  

th a t  i t s  g raduates u su a lly  could q u a lify  fo r  advanced standing  a s  ju n io rs  

or sen io rs  when continuing  t h e i r  education a t  o th e r co lleges*

English  and c la s s ic a l  c u r r ic u la .*—An announcement o f  F ayette  High

School in  th e  f a l l  o f  1858 s ta te d  th a t  th e  course o f  in s tru c t io n  was

thorough and s u f f ic ie n t ly  ex tensive  to  q u a lify  p u p ils  to  e n te r  th e  ju n io r
42o r sen io r c la s s  in  any college* This high school was headed by Abra­

ham S . Brake, A.M., who had been a p ro fe sso r in  th e  normal school o f Tran­

sy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity , ^  and who l a t e r ,  during th e  academic y e a r , 1860-61, 

headed Transylvania High School* Although no statem ent s im ila r  to  th a t  

announced by F ayette  High School has been found fo r  T ransylvania High 

School, i t  seems from the  evidence a v a ila b le  th a t  th e  two schools were 

s im ila r  in  scope* Other evidence appears throughout th e  d iscu ss io n  o f 

t h i s  period  th a t  proves conclusive ly  th a t  T ransylvania U n iv ers ity  t r u s ­

te e s  o ffe re d  a course o f study beyond th a t  o f  th e  secondary f ie ld  during

"F ayette  High School," The Kentucky Statesm an. 9 (August 3 ,  1858),
3*

43 Madison C* Johnson, on b eh a lf  o f  T ru s tees . "Transylvania Univer­
s i ty ,"  The Kentuekv Statesm an. 8 (October 3 , I 856) ,  3 .
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t h i s  e n t i r e  p e rio d  ( I 858- I 865)*

The t ru s te e s  ©f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  announced the  opening o f  & 

schoo l, in  which would be taught th e  "Higher Branches o f  good English and 

C la s s ic a l Education” in  th e  u n iv e rs ity  in  August, 1858* ^  This school 

was opened on September 20, 1858, under the superv ision  o f  R ichard Ford 

( l a te  p r in c ip a l  o f th e  Academy a t  Columbia, S . C*) as p r in c ip a l  and Wo K* 

S tu a r t ,  A*M* (Graduate o f  T r in i ty  C ollege, D ublin),  v ic e  p r in c ip a l*  ^  

Requirements fo r  en trance included an age minimum o f tw elve y e a rs , ^  and 

a f a m il ia r i ty  w ith  th e  prim ary branches tau g h t in  th e  public  schools o f  

th e  c ity *  The curriculum  included  th e  an c ien t languages, French, mathe­

m a tic s , and such o th e r branches as were u su a lly  taught in  a  high school* 

M ilita ry  sehool com petition*—-One fa c to r  causing th e  retrenchm ent o f  

Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ’s c o lle g ia te  se c tio n  o f the  academic department 

was te e  impetus toward m il i ta ry  t r a in in g  brought about by th e  p re d ic tio n  

o f  a  domestic war* College l i f e  in  the North went on much a s  usual and 

w ith  sca rce ly  dim inished attendance during th e  C iv il  War, ^  where those

Madison C* Johnson, Chairman, "T ransylvania High School," The 
Kentucky 9 (August 17, I 858) ,  3 *

^5 see  W* A. Dudley, S ec re ta ry , "Transylvania High School," The 
Kentucky Statesm an. 9 (September 14, 1858), 1 .

^  Where co lleg e  s tu d en ts  a re  expected to  graduate  a t  about age 
twenty-two a t  th e  presen t tim e, th e  age o f  co lleg e  graduates during th e  
p erio d  under co n sid e ra tio n  was more n e a rly  s ix te en  to  e ig h teen .

V7 See e sp e c ia lly , Chapter V III , "War and Peace, 1861-1869," in  
Samuel I*  Morison, Three C enturies o f Harvard. 1636-1936. pp . 302- 319* 
Cambridge: Harvard U n iv ersity  P re ss , 1934. Pp. v i i i  /  5I 2*
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d ra f te e s  who h ire d  s u b s ti tu te s  were n o t despised* But Kentuckians in  

a n tic ip a t in g  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f w ar, and w ith  some u n ce rta in ty  as to  who 

t h e i r  adversary  might b e , were forced  to  tak e  both  a more r e a l i s t i c  view 

to  th e  coming c o n f l ic t  and to  show a p a t r io t ic  a t t i tu d e  toward t h e i r  s t a t e ,  

t h a t  precluded th e  p o licy  o f  th e  h ir in g  o f  s u b s t i tu te s  fo r  m il i ta ry  duty* 

Among th e  many m il i ta ry  schools th a t  were en ro llin g  many o f th e  s tu d en ts  

who o rd in a r i ly  would have been a tten d in g  T ransy lvan ia , o r  one o f  th e  de­

nom inational c o lle g e s , was Kentucky M ilita ry  I n s t i t u t e ,  under th e  super* 

intendence o f  Colonel 1* W. Morgan, “a  d is tin g u ish ed  graduate o f  West 

P o in t and a p r a c t ic a l  en g in ee r,” who was aided  by an ab le  facu lty *

C iv il  War y ears  under th e  d ire c tio n  o f  James K* P a tte rso n . —On Decem­

b er 20, I860, South C arolina passed the Ordinance o f  Secession and by th e  

f i r s t  o f  February seven Southern s ta te s  had declared  them selves ind iv idu­

a l l y  to  be separated  from the Union* A peace convention, suggested by 

V irg in ia  and a tten d ed  by re p re se n ta tiv e s  from a l l  bu t the  seven seceded 

s ta t e s ,  assembled in  Washington on th e  fo u rth  o f  February, 1861. On th e  

same day d e leg a tes  from th e  seceded s ta te s  met a t  Montgomery, Alabama, 

and proceeded to  form a new government under the  name o f  th e  Confederate 

S ta te s  o f  America, o f  which Je ffe rso n  D avis, s tudent a t  T ransylvania in  

th e  y ears  1823 and 1824, was e le c te d  p re s id e n t. H o s t i l i t i e s  began a t  F ort 

Sumpter, South C arolina p u b lic ly  on A p ril 13, 1861. ^

48 Kentucky M ilita ry  I n s t i t u t e  announced i t s  twenty—seventh session  
in  I860* See P* Dudley, P resid en t o f  Board, “Kentucky M ili ta ry  I n s t i t u t e ,"  
The Kentucky Statesm an* H ,  (August 1®, 1860), 1*

^  See Chapter 32, “The Great D ecision, 1860-1861,“ Homer C. H ockett, 
P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l Growth of th e  American People. 1A92-1863.  Hew fo rks 
The Macmillan C o., 1940*
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(a ) THE PATTE1SQN BROTHEBS.—James K. P a tte rso n , newly e le c te d  p rin ­

c ip a l ,  and h is  two b ro th e rs  a r r iv e d  in  Lexington in  th e  f a l l  o f  1861, and 

th e y  found Lexington a l l  th a t  t h e i r  " e n th u s ia s tic  dreams had p ic tu re d ,

• la rg e r  than  Madison /""Indiana J  and th e  most b e a u tifu l  p lace  • • •
5©

/" th e y  J  ever saw .’" T ransylvania had a t  t h i s  time a cash endowment 

o f  approxim ately seventy thousand d o lla rs  j th e  members o f  th e  board o f  

t ru s te e s  were prominent c i t iz e n s  o f th e  community; and th e  b u ild in g s , 

M orrison C ollege, th e  Blythe House, and a dorm itory e rec ted  in  1839, were 

a t  th a t  time b u ild in g s  o f  "a la rg e ,  convenient, and r a th e r  imposing 

s c a le .” ^

James K. P a tte rso n  w r ite s :  "We opened th e  school in  September ^ 8 6 1 /

w ith  about s ix ty  p u p ils  rep resen tin g  the b e s t fa m ilie s  in  th e  B luegrass 

sec tio n  o f  Kentucky. They w ere, in  th e  main, en ro lle d  in  secondary c la s s e s , 

although th e re  were a few more advanced s tu d e n ts .” **2 He t e l l s  o f  th e  

en listm en ts  in  th e  arm ies: ” . . .  p ra c t ic a l ly  every ab le-bod ied  man in

Kentucky, and e sp e c ia lly  th e  young men whom we would have ev en tu a lly

5® Mabel H* P o l l i t t ,  A Biography o f James Kennedy P a tte rso n . P resid en t 
o f th e  U niversity  o f Kentucky from 1869 to  191®, pp. 73- 74 .  Lexington: 
S ecu rity  T rust Co., 1925.

Patterson* s b iographer, P o l l i t t ,  was long a sso c ia te d  w ith him as  
A ss is ta n t P ro fesso r o f L a tin  and Greek, and had access to  some m anuscript 
"Notes" which he had w ritte n  in  l a t e r  l i f e  as  an au tob iograph ical sketch .
She a lso  had access to  some m inutes o f  th e  board of t ru s te e s  o f t h i s  
p e rio d . A thorough seareh  through th e  P a tte rso n  papers has f a i le d  to  
re v e a l th ese  "M otes,” and th e  m inutes fo r  th i s  period a re  now missing*

51 B > id*

52 James K. P a tte rso n , "M otes," published  in  Mabel H. P o l l i t t ,  op. e i t . .  
p . 74*
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a t t r a c te d  to  our school, had e n l is te d  fo r  se rv ic e , most o f  them in  th e  
5 3

Southern army.”

(b) WAR IN KMTUCKY •—In  Kentucky a g re a t deal o f  the  f ig h tin g  ce n te r­

ed around Lexington and in  th e  Blue Grass see tio n  o f th e  s ta t e .  In  May, 

1862, when th e  Federal a u th o r i t ie s  occupied Lexington and took possession

o f  th e  M orrison College B uild ing , T ransylvania High School was tra n s fe r re d
5L.to  the  Medical Building on th e  corner o f Broadway and Second S tre e t*  H

Bragg and B uell h o tly  con tested  th e  m astery of the s ta t e  throughout th e

summer o f 1862* E a rly  in  September, 1862, a f t e r  th e  Federal ro u t a t

Richmond, Kentucky, the  Confederate Army o f General Kirby Smith en tered

Lexington, and Colonel Morgan, th e  c e leb ra ted  r a id e r ,  was welcomed home
55by p r a c t ic a l ly  th e  e n t i r e  c ity *

W illiam and Andrew P a tte rso n  went to  Indiana fo r  th e  summer and were 

unable to  come back through th e  l in e s ,  bu t th e re  was no occasion fo r  them 

t o  attem pt to  re tu rn  to  Lexington, as  th e  T ru stees o f T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y  had decided th a t  i t  would be f u t i l e  to  re-open the  school u n t i l  th e
56atmosphere cleared* By th e  f i r s t  of October Bragg had abandoned :

53 ib id .
54 ^D eposition o f Madison C* Johnson, C ity  of Lexington Kentucky 

U n iv ers ity ; F ayette  C irc u it  Court, Lexington, Kentucky, f i l e  1717* Hay 12, 
1874.®

55 gee J* Winston Coleman, J r* ,  Lexington During th e  C iv il  War* pp* 
69. Lexington; Published by th e  Author, 1938*

56 Mabel H. P o l l i t t ,  A Biography o f James Kennedy P a tte rso n , op* 
c i t *. p . 75.
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h is  p o s it io n  in  consequence o f h is  d isa s tro u s  rev erse  a t  P e rry v iU e , and
57Kentucky was v i r tu a l ly  lo s t  to  th e  Confederate cause*

The b ro th e rs , W illiam and Andrew P a tte rso n , were ab le  to  re tu rn  to

Lexington in  November, 1862, and resumed th e i r  second year o f  in s t ru c t io n

a t  T ransy lvan ia , bu t a f t e r  a  few days W illiam P a tte rso n  was s tr ic k e n  w ith
58typhoid  fe v e r , from which he d ied  on December 9 , 1862*

(c) ACADEMIC YEAR, 1862-63•■—The announcement fo r  th e  y e a r , I 862- 63 ,  

s ta te d :  "The f a l l  sessio n  o f th is  I n s t i tu t io n  w i l l  open on th e  15th o f

September, w ith  a f u l l  corps o f In s tru c to rs*  I t s  success during th e

p a s t year has exceeded ex p ec ta tio n s , and in sp ire d  confidence in  i t s  fu tu re
59enlargement and success*11 However, P a tte rso n  wrote th a t  th e  “Federal , 

tro o p s were s t i l l  in  possession  o f  th e  M orrison College B uilding and in

th e  spring  o f *63 f u r th e r  req u ired  th a t  we tu rn  over to  them th e  Medical
60B uild ing , in  which our c la sse s  were being ta u g h t . 8 A d ep o sitio n  taken 

May 12, 1874, was probably more accurate* In  December, 1862, th e  o ld  

M edical H a ll, a t  Second and Broadway, where T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  was

57 Probably what was th e  g re a te s t  tragedy  o f the war was th e  spec­
t a c le  w itnessed  in  Kentucky, where a mother o f te n  saw one son wear a  b lue  
uniform , another a grayj and p o ss ib ly  w orse, a  f a th e r  f ig h tin g  a g a in s t h is  
son*

5® Mabel H* P o l l i t t ,  op. e i t . .  p . 75*
57 W* A* Dudley, S ec re ta ry , Board £ "of T ru s tees , T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y . / ,  and James K* P a tte rso n , P r in c ip a l ,  “Transylvania High School, 8 
Lexington Observer and R ep o rte r. 39 (October 25, 1862), l j  (October 29, 
I 862) ,  l j  (November 12, 1862), 1; (November 15, 1862), (November 29, 1862, 
X*

6® James K* P a tte rso n , “Notes, 8 pub lished  in  Mabel H* P o l l i t t ,  A 
Biography o f James Kennedy P a tte rso n , op* c i t . ,  p ,  77* *”
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tem porarily  conducting her Mc la s s ic a l  and l i t e r a r y  department* was fo rc i­

b ly  se iz ed  by th e  Federal a u th o r it ie s  fo r  a  g en era l h o s p ita l ,  and " a l l

th e  teach ers  and p u p ils  were e je c te d  therefrom  upon very  sh o rt n o tic e
61by a m il i ta ry  o rder from th e  Commandant." George W. Hanck’s s ta te ­

ment supports the  deposition  o f  Shaw and i s  in  opposition  to  P a tte rso n ’s

f a r th e r  statem ent th a t  "The noble b u ild in g  /""Medical Hall_7 was unfortu—
Ao

n a te ly  consumed by f i r e  a few weeks l a t e r . "

Banck s ta te d  th a t  when th e  year c lo sed  th e  h o s p ita ls  o f  the  c i ty  were 

f i l l e d  w ith  s ic k  and wounded so ld ie rs  a l l  under th e  charge o f D r. Robert 

P e te r ,  former Bean of Transylvania Medical School and P ro fesso r o f  Mor­

r is o n  C ollege, as  w ell as  teach e r o r p ro fesso r in  Transylvania High School, 

and melancholy squads w ith hearse  and m uffled drums passed hourly  through 

th e  s t r e e t s  o f th e  c i t y .  At th e  im provised h o s p ita l  a t  M orrison 

Chapel, " th e  groans o f  th e  wounded and dying f i l l e d  th e  c la s s ic  h a l l s ,  

which had so o ften  echoed to  th e  lo g ic  o f  H olley , th e  f i r e  o f  Bascom, o r 

th e  eloquence o f  C lay." ^

Only a few hours a f t e r  th e  l a s t  gu ests  had departed  from th e  "grand

hop" on th e  morning o f May 22, I 863, th e  " la rg e  and handsome two s to ry
As

Medical H all o f T ransylvania U n iversity"  was found to  be on

61 "D eposition o f  Hiram Shaw, C ity  o f Lexington v .  Kentucky U niversi­
ty ,  F ayette  C irc u it Court, Lexington, Kentucky, f i l e  1717, May 12, 1874.”

^  James K. P a tte rso n , "N otes," published  in  Mabel H. P o l l i t t ,  op. 
l i t . ,  pp. 77-78.

63 George ff. Banck, "R eco llec tio n s ,"  The D aily  Lexington T ra n sc rip t.
17 (November 14, 1882), 1 .

64 Barksdale Hamlet. H isto ry  o f Education in  Kentucky, p . 293. Frank­
f o r t :  S ta te  Journal P rin tin g  Co., 1914. Pp. iv  /  33O.

65 John MeMurtry o f Lexington was the  a rc h ite c t  and c o n tra c to r  fo r
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f i r e ;  ^  and by noon i t  was t o t a l l y  destroyed* ^  With th e  b u ild in g  was

l o s t  “a la rg e  m edical l ib r a r y ,  valuable  and e o s tly  chemical apparatus and

many anatom ical draw ings," to g e th e r  w ith  th e  la b o ra to ry  o f  th e  f i r s t

G eological Survey of Kentucky. At th e  tim e o f  th e  f i r e  th e  b u ild in g  was

occupied by s ic k  and wounded F ederal s o ld ie rs  under th e  superv ision  o f  D r.
69Robert P e te r ,  who had been in  charge s in ce  1862*

By arrangement w ith  the  T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv ers ity , James 

and Andrew P a tte rso n  tra n s fe r re d  th e  school to  th e  basement o f  th e  Second

th e  bu ild ing  a t  a  t o t a l  e o s t o f  $23,915, which was completed "according to  
th e  p lan s  and sp e c if ic a tio n s  a fo re sa id  befo re  th e  1 s t  o f  October, 1840."
See "John MeMurtry v . T rustees o f Transylvania U n iv e rsity ; F ayette  C irc u it  
C ourt, Lexington, Kentucky, f i l e  996, June 2 , 1841."

66 J* Winston Coleman, J r . ,  Lexington Purine th e  C iv il  War, p . 41* 
Lexington: Published by th e  A uthor, 1938*

^7 The f i r e  took p lace  about te n  0*01004 in  th e  morning* The b u ild in g  
was occupied a s  a  m il i ta ry  h o s p ita l  by th e  U nited S ta te s  Army and was f u l l  
o f  s ic k  and wounded s o ld ie r s .  "D eposition o f  Hiram Shaw /  Shaw was p resen t 
a t  th e  burning o f  th e  h a l l . / ,  C ity  o f  Lexington v . Kentucky U n iv ersity , 
F ay e tte  C irc u it  Court, Lexington, Kentucky, f i l e “ l717 , May 12, 1874."

68 Ib id .

69 The T re a su re r 's  R eport, 1871, o f Kentucky U n iv ersity  /  T ran sy l­
van ia  U n iv e rsity  and Kentucky U n iv ersity  merged in  1865._7  s ta te d  th a t  
$25,000 was recovered from the  U nited S ta te s  Government " fo r  re n ts  and 
damages to  th e  m edical co lleg e  and o th e r Transylvania p ro p erty  during 
th e  w ar." O ne-half o f  t h i s  $25,000 was claim ed and recovered from th e  
Kentucky d i v e r s i t y  by the  C ity  o f  Lexington, ml th e  p lea  th a t  th e  Medi­
c a l  H a ll b u i l t  by funds fu rn ished  by th e  c i t y  i f  i t  ever ceased to  be 
used a s  such . "C ity  of Lexington v .  Kentucky U n iv ers ity , F ay ette  C ir­
c u i t  Court, Lexington, Kentucky, f i l e  1717, May 12, 1874."
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P resb y te rian  Church* l a t e r  to  th e  b u ild ing  next to  th e  E piscopal Church*

and f in a l ly  to  th e  oblong building* form erly used as a j a n i t o r 's  house*
70i n  G ratz Park* Andrew M. P a tte rso n  d ied  o f typhoid  fe v e r , a s  had h is

71
b ro th e r  William* only n ine months l a t e r  on August 11* 1863*

(d) ACABStflC YEAR, 1863-64*—P rin c ip a l P a tte rso n  w rote th a t  "men's

minds were in te n t  on nothing much except th e  war and i t  was d i f f i c u l t
72to  make much headway in  b u ild in g  up a  sch o o l."  However* some impor­

ta n t  s te p s  to  th e  merger o f  T ransylvania and Kentucky U n iv e rs itie s  were 

taken  i n  1863-64* a s  w e ll as  some s tep s  toward the estab lishm ent o f an 

A g r ic u ltu ra l and M echanical College under p rov isions o f th e  M o rr ill  Act 

o f  1362« In  I 863 th e  le g is la tu r e  o f Kentucky had appointed a  committee 

to  in v e s tig a te  th e  cond itions o f  the  acceptance o f  the  M o rr ill  Act o f  

1862--whieh provided fo r  the establishm ent o f  an  A g r ic u ltu ra l and Mechani­

c a l  College in  every S ta te —to  a d v e r tise  th e se  conditions* and to  rece iv e  

b id s  fo r  th e  lo c a tio n  o f  th e  co lleg e  from c i t i e s  o r from e x is tin g  co lleg es  

in  th e  s ta te*

Transylvania was th e  only in s t i tu t io n  a l e r t  to  th e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  

such a college* Twice th e  cond itions were ad v e rtised  and .twice th e  one 

o f f e r  came from Madison C* Johnson* p re s id en t o f  the board o f  t ru s te e s  o f

James K* Patterson* "M otes," published  i n  Mabel H* P o l l i t t ,  op. 
£ it«>  p* 78#
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73Transylvania University; yet the legislature failed to adopt the

recommendation o f  the  committee, th a t  th e  Land Grant t r u s t  "be vested
7L

i n  th e  former s ta te  u n iv e rs i ty . 11 Defeated and discouraged in  th e se  

a ttem pts  and t i r e d  from th e  hardsh ips brought about by th e  w ar, th e  t ru s ­

te e s  made no fu r th e r  overtu re  t© the  le g i s la tu r e .

The announcement fo r  th e  second sessio n  of th e  academic y e a r , I 863-  

64 ,  o f T ransylvania High School contained  a  statem ent t e l l i n g  o f  th e  

success o f th e  i n s t i tu t io n .  I t  s a id : "Those who wish to  secure tu i t io n

during the  forthcom ing se ss io n , must apply  e a r ly , a s  our c la s se s  a re  

a lread y  so numerous and so w e ll f i l l e d  th a t  c la s s i f ic a t io n  cannot be 

made on en te r in g  a t  an advanced p e rio d  o f  th e  term ." 75

(e ) ACADEMIC TEAR, 1 8 6 4 -6 5 .^ The announcement fo r  the y e a r , 1864-65, 

s ta te d  th a t  th e  "commodious and p le a sa n tly  s itu a te d "  b u ild in g  (Morrison

H all)  on th e  co lleg e  campus would be used fo r  r e c i ta t io n s  during th e
76 77

coming y e a r . As in  the  announcement f o r  th e  y e a r , I 863- 64 ,  t h i s

announcement urged promptness in  m a tr ic u la tio n  a s  an answer to  a smoother

fun c tio n in g  ad m in is tra tio n  and the p reven tion  of waste by th e  e lim in a tio n

73 Mabel H. P o l l i t t ,  oj). c i t . ,  p . 79.
74 Ib id .

75 W. A. Dudley, S ec re ta ry , Board o f  T rustees and James K. P a tte rso n , 
P r in c ip a l,  "Transylvania High School," Lexington Observer and R eporter. 40 
(January 27, I 864) ,  1 . -

76 "Transylvania High School," Lexington Observer and Reporter. 41 
(August 24, 1864), 3 . ....

77 Ibid.« 4© (January 27, I 864) ,  1 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



o f  excess c la s s e s .  I t  s ta te d  fu r th e r  th a t  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  t u i t io n  should

be made e a r ly  in  o rder to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  co n so lid a tio n  and preven t th e  un-
78due d u p lica tio n  o f  c lasses*

In  a resume o f h is  four d i f f i c u l t  and try in g  years  o f work a t  Tran­

sy lv an ia , P a tte rso n  describes a  curriculum  f a r  surpassing  th a t  o f  the

average secondary school, d if fe r in g  no t much from th e  c o lle g ia te  courses
79th a t  superseded i t  * The tru s te e s  o f T ransylvania a t  t h e i r  l a s t  meeting 

passed  re so lu tio n s  in d ic a tin g  th e i r  high re g a rd  fo r  th e  p r in c ip a l  and r e ­

questing  th a t  th e  board o f  c u ra to rs  o f Kentucky U niversity—on which a 

number o f them had been chosen—appoint him to  a  p ro fe sso rsh ip  in  th e  new 

in s t i tu t io n *  This l a t t e r  body complied w ith a double assignm ent: a  pro­

fe sso rsh ip  o f  L a tin  in  th e  College o f A rts  and a p ro fesso rsh ip  o f  h is to ry
flfl

i n  th e  A g ric u ltu ra l and M echanical College*

C onsolidation  o f S ectarian ism  and L iberalism

The Kentucky A g ric u ltu ra l and M echanical College was e s ta b lish ed  

as  a c o lleg e  o f  Kentucky U n iv ersity  (D isc ip les  o f C h ris t denom inational 

a f f i l i a t i o n )  in  1865, and Kentucky and Transylvania U n iv e rs itie s  were 

con so lid a ted  a few days la te r*  The launching o f  th e  A g ricu ltu ra l and

7® Ib id . .  41 (August 24, 1864), 3*

Mabel H* P o l l i t t ,  op* g i t . ,  p* 80* This inform ation  was taken 
from a document now missing*

80 Ib id . .  t h i s  inform ation  was a lso  taken  from a document now m iss­
in g .
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Mechanical College culm inated many a ttem pts o f  Kentuckians to  e s ta b lis h  

a  permanent s ta te  (p u b lic ) college* Upon th e  b a s is  o f  th i s  c o lle g e , th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  Kentucky was b u ilt*  A fte r th e  s ta t e  co lleg e  sep ara ted  from 

Kentucky U n iv ers ity  in  1878, th e  l a t t e r  g rad u a lly  evolved in to  s h a t i s  now 

Transylvania College*
81Establishm ent o f  a secu la r  s ta te  c o lleg e*—The M o rr ill  A ct, passed

by Congress in  1862, provided a lan d  g ran t to  each s ta te  fo r  th e  purpose o f  

e s ta b lish in g  a g r ic u l tu r a l  and m echanical co lleges* M o r r i l l 's  measure ca r­

r ie d  w ith  i t  an allo tm en t o f  pub lic  la n d s , 30,000  a c re s  fo r  each represen­

t a t iv e  in  Congress, to  th e  sev era l s ta te s  o f  the  Union, th e  proceeds o f  

which should be ap p lied  to  found and endow co lleg es  in  each s ta te*  In  

th e se  co lleg es  th e re  should be taugh t th o se  branches o f  le a rn in g  r e la te d

to  a g r ic u ltu re  and th e  mechanic a r t s ,  w ithout excluding th e  c la s s ic s  and
82o th e r  s c ie n t i f ic  s tu d ie s , inc lu d in g  m il i ta ry  ta c t ic s *  In  a d d itio n , 

promotion o f  l i b e r a l  and p ra c t ic a l  education among th e  in d u s t r ia l  c la s se s  

was to  be provided for*

The cond itions o f  th e  M o rr ill  Act were accepted by the s ta te  on Janu­

a ry  27, 1863* The general assembly o f  1363-64 au tho rized  th e  S ta te  Agri­

c u l tu r a l  Board to  look out f o r  a s i t e  fo r  the  new in s t i t u t i o n ,  bu t in  th e  

l e t t e r ' s  re p o rt i t  was s ta te d  th a t  only  one p ro p o sa l, th a t  o f  T ransylvania

U nited S ta te s  S ta tu te s  a t  Large. 1862. Vol* X II, p . 503* Washing­
tons Government P r in tin g  O ffic e , 18o2*

82 Mi*
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U n iv e rs ity , was received* This p roposal was recommended by th e  S ta te  Ag-
83r i e u l tu r a l  Board* The s t a t e  d id  not a c t  upon T ran sy lv an ia 's  p ro p o sa l, 

probably fo r  two reasons: (1) T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity ’s long troublesom e

h is to ry  was such th a t  th e  people d id  n o t have confidence th a t  a  su ccessfu l 

a d m in is tra tio n  could be c a r r ie d  out under her eon tro l*  (2 ) Kentuckians 

were h igh ly  involved in  war and were th in k in g  in  th ese  term s in s te a d  o f 

in  term s o f education*

Thus, w hile th e  General Assembly had no t ac ted  upon Transylvania Uni­

v e r s i t y 's  p roposal p r io r  to  1865, th e  Transylvania t ru s te e s  had o ffe red  

t h e i r  b u ild in g s  and grounds to  th e  Kentucky U n iv ersity  cu ra to rs  on th e  

co n d itio n  th a t  th e  l a t t e r  would be moved to  Lexington* Agreement was 

reached on th i s  score* The reo rg an iza tio n  o f Kentucky U n iv ers ity , based 

upon th e  co n so lid a tio n  o f  two u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  and th e  establishm ent o f  an 

A g r ic u ltu ra l and Mechanical College were befo re  th e  le g is la tu r e  a t  th e  

same time*

Bowman, who was working always fo r  a  la rg e r  and more in f lu e n t ia l  

u n iv e rs ity , urged th a t  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  c o lleg e  be made a  p a r t  o f  Ken­

tucky U niversity* This was considered , b u t on February 22, 1865, due to  

th e  f a c t  th a t  bo th  T ransylvania and Kentucky U n iv e rs itie s  d e s ire d  a  con­

n ec tio n  w ith  th e  s ta te  c o lle g e , th e  le g is la tu r e  passed a  b i l l  e s ta b lish in g

For a complete re p o rt o f  th e  S ta te  A g ric u ltu ra l Board, see A cts 
o f  Kentucky. 1863-64 (ftegular S essio n ), Chapter 1004, p . 370*

^  See The C harter and Other A cts o f  the  L e g is la tu re  R e la tin g  to  
Kentucky U n iv ers ity , eg . g i t , ,  pp. 43H4*
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th e  A g ric u ltu ra l and Mechanical College a s  a co lleg e  o f  the " la rg e r  Ken­

tucky  U n iv e rs ity ,"  a co n so lid a tio n  o f T ransylvania and Kentucky U niver­

s i t i e s *  The p rov isions o f  the  a c t  were n o t to  tak e  e f fe c t  u n t i l  Tran­

sy lv an ia  and Kentucky U n iv e rs itie s  had been con so lid a ted  in to  one corpo­

r a t io n  under th e  name, Kentucky U niversity* ^  The b i l l  co n so lid a tin g  th e
86two u n iv e rs i t ie s  was passed s ix  days l a t e r  on February 28, 1865* In

th e  " la rg e r  Kentucky U niversity" th e  dream o f  T ran sy lv an ia 's  founders

seemed to  be r e a l is e d , bu t i t  was soon recognized th a t  th e  Church and
87

S ta te  could no t l i v e  together*

gee Acts o f  Kentucky, 1865 (Regular S ess io n ), V ol. I ,  Chapter 968, 
pp . 45-48.

A cts o f Kentucky, 1865 (Regular S ess io n ), Vol. I ,  Chapter 973* P*
67.

See A lvin  F* Lewis, Higher Education in  Kentucky. £f>. c i t . .  p .  88 .
With th e  founding of th e  A g ric u ltu ra l and M echanical C ollege, th e  

fo rerunner o f  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f Kentucky (a  p u b lic  in s t i tu t io n )  upon th e  
campus of Kentucky U n iv ers ity  (a  s e c ta r ia n  i n s t i t u t i o n ) ,  ano ther experi­
ment in  th e  form o f  a  t i e  between Church and S ta te  was t r i e d .  In  the 
meantime, th e  fe d e ra l funds au th o rized  under the  M o rr ill  Act were used 
to  develop a g r ic u ltu re  and mechanic a r t s  in  Kentucky U n iv ers ity . In  1878, 
when the  people o f  Kentucky decided to  e s ta b lis h  a s ta t e  in s t i tu t io n  o f 
h ig h er le a rn in g , th e  A g ric u ltu ra l and M echanical College was separated  
from Kentucky U n iv ersity  and re e s ta b lish e d  on land  given by  th e  C ity  o f  
Lexington and th e  County o f  F ay e tte . T h ir ty  years  l a t e r  th e  le g is la tu r e  
changed th e  name o f th e  i n s t i tu t io n  to  the  S ta te  U n iv e rsity  o f Kentucky, 
and gave i t  a d d itio n a l f in a n c ia l  support. In  1916 the  name was again  
changed, t h i s  tim e to  U n iv e rsity  o f  Kentucky, and a d d itio n a l maintenance 
was arranged  by th e  l e g i s la tu r e .  See B u lle tin  o f  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  Ken­
tu cky . 39 (May, 1947), 14.

In  1878 John 1 .  Bowman, th e  f i r s t  reg en t of the co nso lida ted  un iver­
s i t i e s ,  re sig n ed  and Kentucky U n iv ersity  under l a t e r  p re s id en ts  r e s t r i c te d  
i t s  program to  th e  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  In  1878 th e  College of th e  B ib le , under 
th e  c h a r te r  o f  Kentucky U n iv ers ity , withdrew, and has since  opera ted  as  
a  sep a ra te  in s t i tu t io n .  In  1908 the  College o f  M edicine, lo c a te d  then  in  
L o u isv ille , was d iscon tinued , w ith  the  College o f  Law follow ing in  1912, 
and th e  p rep ara to ry  department in  1914* The name of T ransylvania Univer­
s i t y  was resumed in  1908,  and w ith  th e  concen tra tion  o f i t s  purpose and 
w ith  s im p lif ic a tio n  o f  i t s  academic o rg an iza tio n  th e  t i t l e  "College" was
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M iscellaneous Problems

The p lig h t o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rsity  ♦—■Although Heir* Green was p e r­

haps one of th e  b e s t q u a lif ie d  candidates e le c te d  to  th e  presidency o f  

T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , th e  f a c t  th a t  he was a  P resb y te rian  was undoubt­

ed ly  o f some im portance, since  th e  t ru s te e s  seem to  have been anxious to  

ga in  th e  support o f  th i s  denomination once again* However, th e  s ta te  

c h a r a c te r is t ic a l ly  withdrew i t s  a id  and P residen t Green accepted th e  

presidency  of Gent re  C ollege, th e  academic departm ent’ s s tro n g es t com­

p e ti to r*  The t r u s te e s ’ w illin g n ess  to  accept th e  re s ig n a tio n  o f  Green* 

a  co lleg e  p re s id e n t o f  experience and proven a b i l i t y ,  i s  in d ic a tiv e  o f  

t h e i r  a t t i tu d e  throughout the h is to ry  o f th e  u n iv e rs i ty . The work o f  

th e  board* composed o f  c o n f lic tin g  re lig io u s*  s o e ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and eco­

nomic elem ents, seemed to  be a b le  to  opera te  in te l l ig e n t ly  fo r  th e  uni­

v e r s i t y 's  w elfare  only  a t  s c a tte re d  in te r v a ls ,  and even then* incon­

s is te n tly *

Jacksonian democracy o f  th e  1825 's ,  which had such a  g re a t bearing  

on th e  s o c ia l  n a tu re  o f  th e  people o f th e  East* North* and Northwest* 

developed more slow ly in  th e  border s ta te s  where a r a th e r  strong  c a s te  

system was extant* Some r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  philosophy 

involved an emphasis upon a  pub lic  school system , and l a t e r  upon pubUe 

h igher education* Although a beginning o f  a  pub lic  school system in

adopted in  p laee  o f  "U niversity" in  1915* See T ransylvania College Cata­
logue, 1945-44. p* 9* Lexington: The College* 1944*
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Kentucky was made in  I 838,  and improved in  1849* th e re  was no pub lic  

supported school system in  Kentucky o f any consequence p r io r  to  th e  

C iv i l  War* Leaders in  c o n tro l o f  Kentucky obviously  disapproved ©f 

p u b lic  supported education fo r  th e  m asses, and doled out le g is la t io n  

i n  th a t  d ire c tio n  only to  an ex ten t th a t  p a c if ie d  those  a g ita t in g  fo r  

such educa tio n a l reform , and never to  an  e x te n t th a t  might prove very  

e ffe c tiv e *  L e g is la tio n  e s ta b lish in g  th e  S ta te  Normal School in  conjunc­

t io n  w ith  T ransylvania U n iversity  seems to  have been o f  t h i s  order* Here, 

a  $12,080 annual g ran t was s e t  as id e  fo r  fa th e rin g  th e  t r a in in g  o f  teach­

e r s  f o r  th e  "pub lic  school system ," which included  sch o la rsh ip s  fo r  s tu ­

d en ts  unable to  a f fo rd  th e  education otherw ise* The sudden revocation  

o f t h i s  le g is la t io n  upon the  f i r s t  s ig n  of f in a n c ia l  depression  seems to  

v e r i fy  th e  assumption th a t  th e  o r ig in a l  le g is la t io n  was a  p o l i t i c a l  ges­

tu r e ,  and no t th e  r e s u l t  o f  a  deep-rooted s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  conv ic tion  

th a t  pub lic  education fo r  a l l  th e  people was a h ea lth y  th in g  fo r  socie ty*

(a ) KENTUCKIANS1 DIVIDED SOCIAL INTERESTS*—The q uestion  o f  s lav e ry , 

which had d iv ided  th e  M ethodist E piscopal Church in  th e  e a r ly  1840* s ,  was 

more and more d iv id ing  the  s ta te  p o l i t ic a l ly *  Again, th e  question  o f 

s lav e ry  was more h ig h ly  co n tested  p o l i t i c a l l y  in  the  border s ta te s*  This 

s tro n g  emphasis upon th e  fa c to rs  causing th e  C iv il  War by th e  le a d e rs  in  

Kentucky may account in  some measure fo r  t h e i r  in a c t iv i ty  by way o f  edu­

cation al reform* Inattention to  bo th  the  p u b lic  school system  and Transyl­

v an ia , sometimes a complete s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  and sometimes p a r t i a l l y  so , 

re ta rd e d  th e  development o f  h ig h er education  in  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  f i r s t  by 

f a i l in g  to  p repare more stu d en ts  fo r  h ig h er education , and th e  second by
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f a i l in g  to  p repare more teach ers  fo r  the p u b lic  school system*

The h a lf -h e a r te d  attem pt o f Kentuckians to  support T ransylvania Uni­

v e r s i ty  i s  r e a d i ly  seen by a comparison o f i t s  h is to ry  w ith  th a t  o f  th e  

economic h is to ry  of th e  ante-bellum  perio d  in  America, e sp e c ia lly  in  Ken­

tu ck y . During n ea rly  every period  o f depression  o r f in a n c ia l  p an ic , th e  

u n iv e rs ity  e i th e r  declined  sh arp ly  o r approached f a i lu r e .  I t s  f a te  during 

th e  panic o f 165?  and during th e  depression  th a t  follow ed was somewhat 

s im ila r  to  i t s  ex isten ce  during o th e r  depressions* The severe depression  

o f 1861 marked th e  death blow to  T ransylvania U n iv ersity  under i t s  cu rren t 

c h a r te r ,  i f  i t  had not a lread y  been in  a  p rocess o f dying a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

th e  panic o f 185?. Bad th e  low p o in ts  in  the  s c h o o l's  l i f e  follow ed th e  

low p o in ts  in  th e  business  eyeles a t  g re a te r  in te r v a ls ,  some evidence o f 

re se rv e  power would have been shown* However, th e  alm ost sim ultaneous 

f in a n c ia l  ey e les  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity  and o f  business  a c t iv i ty  in  general 

in d ic a te  in  s tro n g  term s the  la e k  o f  an adequate f in a n c ia l  p lan  f o r  th e  

support o f  th e  un iversity*

(b) NEW LIBERAL HOPE OF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL*—Although th e  founders* 

dream o f a  g re a t c e n tra l  and l i b e r a l  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  was v i r tu a l ly  fo r­

g o tten  w ith th e  dec line  o f th e  m edical and law schoo ls , some educators 

warmed to  th e  Act o f 1856, c re a tin g  the  S ta te  Normal School, w ith  renewed 

hope. The s ta te  fo r  a  tim e seemed to  be o f a l i b e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  c a s t no t 

un like  th a t  o f  1818, bu t the t ru e  ch a ra c te r  o f the le g is la tu r e  soon became 

ap p aren t, when th i s  a c t was revoked*

I t  was only  w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  fe d e ra l  funds made a v a ila b le  

through th e  M o rr ill  Act th a t  Kentucky A g ric u ltu ra l and M echanical College
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was e s ta b lish e d  a s  a p a r t  o f the  combined Transylvania-K ent ucky U n iv e rs ity . 

T his co lleg e  was the f i r s t  permanent non-denom inational co lleg e  founded in  

Kentucky, b a t even i t  was p lan ted  on denom inational s o i l  (Kentucky Univer­

s i t y ,  a  D isc ip les  o f C h ris t o r  C h ris tian  in s ti tu tio n } *  However, i t  was no t 

bound to  th e  denominations 1  u n iv e rs ity  very r ig id ly ,  and a f t e r  th i r te e n  

y ea rs  a c tio n  was taken to  d iv e s t t h i s  s ta te  adolescent i n s t i tu t io n  o f  i t s  

denom inational m other. Upon removal to  i t s  own campus in  1880, th e  Ken­

tucky A g r ic u ltu ra l and M eehanieal College was placed  in  an environment 

more conducive to  growth and expansion. S tep  by s te p  th i s  c o lleg e  grew 

in to  the  U n iversity  o f Kentucky. The goal of th e  T ransylvania Univer­

s i t y  founders o f  1799 and 1818, to  found a g re a t c e n tr a l  and l i b e r a l  s ta te  

u n iv e rs i ty , which would serve a s  a  capstone fo r  a system of public  schools 

in  th e  s t a t e ,  was not re a l iz e d  fo r  a  cen tu ry . In  c o n tra s t s tand  th e  g re a t 

s ta te  u n iv e r s i t ie s  o f  M ichigan, M innesota, W isconsin, and C a lifo rn ia , which 

reached  phenomenal growth in  a q u a r te r  o f  a  cen tu ry .

(e )  PROBLEM OF A STATE SECULAR UNIVERSITY IN KENTUCKY.—-The d iffe re n c e  

in  th e  development o f a  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  in  Kentucky and one in  Michigan 

may be accounted fo r  by a  co n s id e ra tio n  o f  the follow ing f a c to r s .  Ken­

tucky , an o ld e r  s ta t e ,  came o f  age w ith th e  o r ig in a l  s ta te s .  Throughout 

th e  period  p r io r  to  th e  C iv i l  War, h igher education in  America was in  an 

ado lescen t s ta g e . The philosophy o f  f re e  pub lic  elem entary and secondary 

schools had been s e t t l e d  in  Michigan and in  some of the other Northwestern 

s ta t e s  in  th e  l a t e  1830*8 and e a r ly  1840*s .  A comparable p u b lic  system 

was no t developed in  Kentucky u n t i l  some f i f t y  years l a t e r ,  in  th e  1880’s 

and 189©* s ,  and even th en  a  la rg e  segaent o f  th e  popu la tion  was no t
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a f fe c te d  in  th e  p ra c t ic a l  a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  system* This d e lay  in  th e  

development o f  a pub lic  school system in  Kentucky was due in  p a r t  to  i t s  

c a s te  system re su lt in g  from th e  recen t s lav e  system, which in  th e  North­

west and West was, a t  l e a s t ,  e lim inated  by law* Jacksonian democracy, 

as p ra c tic e d  in  th e  e a r ly  Northwest and W est, may no t have been accep tab le  

to  Kentuckians a t  t h i s  time*

Je ffe rso n ian  and Jacksonian democracy o f  th e  1825* s spread to  re lig io n *  

In  op p o sitio n  to  th e  o ld e r P ro te s ta n t r e l ig io n s ,  which c a lle d  f o r  e te rn a l 

l i f e  o f  th e  "few ," some more democratic m in is te rs ,  advocating  e te rn a l  l i f e  

f o r  a l l  mankind and o th e r  explanations o f  th e  S c rip tu re s  d if fe r in g  from 

o ld e r in te rp r e ta t io n s ,  le d  t h e i r  fo llow ers away from th e  e s ta b lish e d  de­

nominations* The U n ita rian s  broke away from the  Congregat io n a l i s t  s  j th e  

New L ig h ts , Cumberland P re sb y te ria n s , and D isc ip les  o f  C h ris t p u lled  away 

from th e  P re sb y te rian sj and s p l i t s  came in  th e  B ap tis t Church. Since w ith  

a  few exceptions a l l  h igher education in  America p r io r  to  th e  C iv il  War 

was a r e s u l t  o f  e f fo r ts  o f  the  d if fe re n t  denom inations, th e se  s p l i t s  o r 

d iv is io n s  tended to  m u ltip ly  co lleg es  f a r  beyond th e  numbers o f  some fo u r 

o r  f iv e  denominations which took th e  e a r ly  lead  in  h igher education* This 

m u ltip lic a tio n  o f co lleg es  worked a g a in s t th e  o ld e r e s ta b lish e d  schools 

through com petition in  th e  recru itm en t o f s tu d e n ts . C ontroversies w ith in  

boards o f  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  o ld e r  schoo ls , brought about to  some degree by 

th ese  re l ig io u s  d iv is io n s , proved to  be a  p o in t o f  d issen sio n  th a t  worked 

a g a in s t t h e i r  p ro g ress . Public in s t i tu t io n s  o f  h ig h er education in  th e  

Northwest and West d id  no t encounter th ese  problems confron ting  Transyl­

vania U n iv e rsity  a t  every tu rn  in  th e i r  ra p id  expansion and development*
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(d) INADEQUATE FINANCIAL SUPPORT.—The inadequate f in a n c ia l  p a tte rn  

s e t  fo r  T ransylvania U n iv ersity  by i t s  founders was no t a l te re d  to  any 

g re a t  exbent during i t s  whole p erio d  o f e x is te n c e . In  a  few in stan ce s  

th e  m iserab ly  low f in a n c ia l  budget o f th e  academic department was augument- 

ed by endowment,  both o f a p r iv a te  and p u b lic  n a tu re , bu t a s  a  f in a n c ia l  

p lan  th e  inadequateness o f  support i s  a  constant c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  th e  

s c h o o l's  h is to r y .

Academic freedom.-rAcademic freedom o f  th e  p ro fe sso rs  seems to  have 

gone hand in  hand w ith the  se cu la r  ad m in is tra tio n s  o f  T ransy lvan ia . Al­

though one p ro fe sso r , Rev. James Welsh, was fo rced  to  re s ig n  because o f 

h i s  a lleg ed  Federalism  and re l ig io u s  sec ta rian ism , and Rev. Horace H olley 

l o s t  h is  p o s itio n  as a  r e s u l t  o f  f re e  speaking, i t  ean a lso  be po in ted  

ou t th a t  when th e  s ta t e ,  c i ty ,  and p r iv a te  in te r e s t s  re fu sed  to  support 

th e  school in  1842, forming a  c o n tra c t w ith  the  M ethodist Church, some o f  

th e  academic fa c u lty  were discharged  fo r  re l ig io u s  reaso n s . Here was an 

example o f p ro fe sso rs  lo s in g  th e i r  p o s itio n s  because they  were no t Metho­

d i s t s .  L a te r  in  th e  M ethodist ad m in is tra tio n , o th e r  p ro fesso rs  were d is ­

m issed in  an e f fo r t  to  a t t r a c t  s tu d en ts  from w idely s c a tte re d  a reas  by 

rep lac in g  some o f  th e  fa c u lty  w ith  men from o th e r s t a t e s .  D r. C ross, a 

m edical p ro fe sso r , was dism issed from th e  m edical fa c u lty  fo r  reasons th a t  

would probably be upheld as a  v a lid  b a s is  f o r  d ism issa l today . D r. 

C aldw ell's  d ismis s a l  fo r  d ire c tin g  the establishment o f a  r iv a l  school 

d id  n o t seem to  be in  c o n f l ic t  w ith  th e  usual conception o f  academic f re e ­

dom.

While th e  evidence seems to  in d ic a te  th a t  th e re  was n o t complete
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academic freedom as  i t  i s  known in  th e  p resen t tim e a t  T ransylvania,  y e t 

in  some (o r a  few) eases p ro fe sso rs  were allow ed ra th e r  wide la t i tu d e  in  

t h e i r  r ig h t  to  say what they  believed*

Summary

I t  has been shown th a t  another s u b s ta n tia l  e f f o r t  to  e s ta b lis h  a 

l i b e r a l  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  was made in  1856,  when th e  s t a t e  again  came to  th e  

support o f th e  venerable bu t d e c lin in g  Transylvania* When th e  s ta te  c a lle d  

fo r  th e  establishm ent o f a s ta te  te ac h e rs  co lleg e  a s  an a d d itio n a l co lleg e  

o f  the u n iv e rs ity , th e  law and m edical schools were alm ost ready to  c lo se  

t h e i r  doors, and th e  academic department was a t  a low ebb. Very l i t t l e  

con troversy  o f  a l ib e ra lis m  versus sec ta rian ism  n a tu re  seemed to  be In­

volved on th e  su rfa c e , b u t, w ith in  th e  framework of th e  s ta t e  government, 

o pposition  to  a pub lic  school o f  any type may have been s tro n g . At any 

r a t e ,  the funds fo r  th e  support o f the pub lic  teach e rs  co lleg e  were w ith­

drawn a f te r  th e  ap p ro p ria tio n  f o r  th e  second y ear had been made* While

th e  evidence i s  n o t c le a r ,  th e  tim ing  o f th e  withdraw al o f  funds seems to
0

have been a r e s u l t  o f th e  severe f in a n c ia l  panic o f  1857,  ra th e r  than  from 

se c ta r ia n  fo rc e s  which opposed a  p u b lic  school*

A f in a l  e f f o r t  to  e s ta b lis h  a l ib e r a l  p u b lic  co lleg e  in  Kentucky 

was su c ce ss fu l a t  the c lo se  o f  the C iv il  War, b u t,  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  o r­

g a n isa tio n , T ransylvania lost h er id e n tity *  Because o f  h e r long h is to ry  

o f  b a t t l e  s e a rs ,  T ransylvania was overlooked as  a base upon which th e  

new fed era l-su p p o rted  a g r ic u l tu r a l  and m echanical co lleg e  could be es­

ta b lish e d . Bat in  a  search fo r  an ap p ro p ria te  school, th e  new D isc ip les
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o f  C h ris t a f f i l i a t e d  Ksntueky U n iv ersity  was prom inently named. However, 

c i t iz e n s  o f Lexington, who had been th e  f i r s t  to  support h igher education  

in  Kentucky, made every e f fo r t  to  bring th e  new co lleg e  to  th a t  c i ty .

Since Kentucky U n iv ersity  had lo s t  i t s  main b u ild in g  through f i r e ,  a  com­

promise was worked out wherein th e  former would be moved to  th e  campus o f  

T ransy lvan ia . A fte r  a  b i l l  e s ta b lish in g  th e  new a g r ic u l tu r a l  and mechani­

c a l  school a s  a  co lleg e  o f  Kentucky U n iversity  was passed , le g is la t io n  

combining T ransylvania and Kentucky U n iv e rs itie s  under th e  l a t t e r ' s  name 

was enacted . T echn ica lly , T ransylvania U n iv ersity  never became a p a r t  

o f th e  new U n iv ersity  o f  Kentucky, since th e  l a t t e r  was formed ou t o f th e  

independent s ta te -c o n tro l le d  a g r ic u l tu r a l  and mechanical e o lle g e , which 

was moved away from Kentucky U n iv ersity  in  1778 and e s ta b lish e d  upon a  

new campus ac ro ss  th e  c i t y ,  f i r s t ,  acqu iring  th e  name S ta te  C ollege, i t s  

name l a t e r  became U n iversity  o f  Kentucky. Kentucky U n iv e rs ity , th e  sec­

ta r ia n  school, became in  tim e Transylvania C ollege. While te c h n ic a lly  

Transylvania i s  no t th e  mother o f  th e  U n iversity  o f Kentucky, she was th e  

f i r s t  "U n iversity  o f Kentucky." Transylvania was a  quasi s ta te  i n s t i t u ­

t io n  under the  S ta te  o f  V irg in ia  fo r  tw elve y e a rs , 1780-1792, a quasi 

s ta te  in s t i tu t io n  under th e  S ta te  o f Kentucky fo r  fo rty -sev en  y e a rs , 1792- 

1839. from 1839 to  1865, except fo r  a  period  o f  two y e a rs , 1856-1857, 

when Transylvania was the  r e c ip ie n t o f  s ta te  a id  and th e  normal school 

a t  Transylvania was completely under state c o n tro l, Transylvania was under 

a t r i p a r t i t e  c o n tro l.  S ince the  s ta te  re ta in e d  th re e -e ig h ts*  co n tro l in  

th e  board o f t ru s te e s  ( th e  C ity  o f  Lexington had th re e -e ig h ts*  and th e  

Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  tw o-eights* c o n tro l) ,  T ransylvania during th e
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p erio d  1339 to  1365 was su b jec t to  a  la rg e  amount of s t a t e  con tro l*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER X 

SUMMARY AND CQNCUJSIONS

D efin itio n  o f  th e  Problem

The d e f in it io n  of th e  problem inc ludes d iscu ssio n s  o f  the  purpose, 

them es, and need o f  th e  study; i t s  d e lim ita tio n  and o rg an iza tio n ; te c h n i­

c a l  term s; and r e la te d  s tu d ie s  and sources o f  d a ta .

Purpose, themes* and need o f th e  s tudy*—The purpose o f  th i s  study  i s  

to  describe  th e  e f fo r ts  o f  Kentuckians over a  p e rio d  o f e ig h ty -f iv e  y ears  

to  e s ta b lis h  a  permanent s ta te  u n iv ersity *  In  ev a lu a tin g  and in te rp re t in g  

th i s  s tr iv in g  fo r  a c u l tu ra l  achievement in  term s o f  an advanced school, 

th re e  s ig n if ic a n t phases o f  a c t iv i ty  emerge* The f i r s t  theme i s  th a t  o f  

th e  p e ren n ia l e f fo r t  of Kentuckians to  b u ild  a l i b e r a l  u n iv e rs ity  in  th e  

face  o f  continued f a i lu r e  and disappointm ent. The second theme inc ludes 

co n tro v ers ie s  la rg e ly  o f re l ig io u s  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r tis a n sh ip , but some 

o f  which were o f  a  personal nature* Another theme i s  th a t  o f  th e  p ro fes­

s io n a l educational co n tr ib u tio n s  o f  th e  m edical and law schoo ls, which 

included  the  bulk  o f th e  s tuden t body. Minor themes d ea l w ith  the  g en era l 

co n trib u tio n s  to  education made by Transylvania in  te rn s  o f  p ioneering , 

denom inational a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  and onuses fo r  f a i lu r e  o f T ransylvania to  

reach  th e  am bitious goals  o f  i t s  founders, because o f a lack  o f s u f f ic ie n t  

f in a n c ia l  support, genera l p u b lic  su p p o rt, e f fe c tiv e  le a d e rsh ip , and ade­

quate p u b lic  o r  p r iv a te  elem entary schools* A constan t dynamic r e d i s t r i ­

bu tion  o f  popu la tion  and th e  co n tin u a l b u ild in g  o f new competing co lleg es
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were two fo rces  th a t  had g rea t in flu en ce  upon T ran sy lv an ia 's  growth* In  

review ing th e  c o n trib u tio n s  o f  T ransylvania to  education a longside a  re*  

view o f  th e  inadequate attem pts to  depict th is  h is to ry ,  th e  need fo r  th e  

study  i s  h ig h ly  apparent*

D elim ita tio n  and o rg an iza tio n  o f th e  study*—This study i s  d e lim ited  

to  th e  development o f  the c e n tr a l  and secondary themes* Ho e f f o r t  has 

been made to  include many o f  th e  su b jec ts  commonly found in  h is to r ie s  o f 

h ig h er educa tio n a l in s t i tu t io n s ,  such as  s tu d en t l i f e ,  c u r r ic u la , o r  con* 

tr ib u t io n s  o f  th e  many professors*  E ight chronological periods a re  d is ­

cussed as  ch ap te rs  which inc lude  both ch ronolog ical and to p ic a l  develop­

ments*

D e fin itio n  o f  term s*—Arminianiam and Socinianism  a re  two l i b e r a l  

p o s itio n s  th a t  a re  defined  in  th i s  study* Calvinism  i s  defined  a s  a  sec­

t a r ia n ,  "orthodox ,M and conservative  p o s itio n  o f  th e  P resb y te rian s  and 

a  few o f th e i r  denom inational a l l ie s *  L iberalism  i s  defined  as  a move­

ment in  contemporary P ro tes tan tism , emphasizing in te l l e c tu a l  l i b e r ty  and 

th e  s p i r i t u a l  and e th ic a l  con ten t o f  C h ris tian ity *  I t s  prim ary substance 

i s  the  s p i r i tu a l  freedom o f  mankind* Any attem pt on the  p a r t  o f  co n s ti­

tu te d  a u th o r it ie s  to  ex e rt a r t i f i c i a l  p ressu re  o r  re g u la tio n  on th e  in d i­

v id u a l, in  h is  m ental o r s p i r i tu a l  spheres, i s  an u n ju s t if ia b le  in te r fe re n c e , 

an enslavement o f  h is  p e rso n a lity  and i n i t i a t i v e  and i s  opposed by l ib e r a l ­

ism .

R ela ted  s tu d ie s  and sources o f data  «•—-While the  r e la te d  s tu d ie s  a re  

numerous, t h e i r  o b je c t iv i ty  i s  questioned  in  alm ost every in s ta n c e . P r i­

mary sources include m anuscrip ts, le g a l  documents, A cts o f V irg in ia  and
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Kentucky, u n iv e rs ity  catalogues and announcements, m agazines, newspapers, 

p ro fe ss io n a l jo u rn a ls , co u rt d ec is io n s , addresses o f  th e  p re s id e n ts , and 

m iscellaneous p u b lic a tio n s , such a s  r e p o r ts ,  le c tu r e s ,  o ra tio n s , and l e t ­

t e r s .  Secondary sources include Kentucky h i s to r ie s ,  ed u ca tio n a l h is to r ie s  

o f medicine and law , r e la te d  s tu d ie s , books and p e r io d ic a l a r t i c l e s ,  and 

biographies*

Theme I :  E f fo r ts  to  E s ta b lish  a l ib e r a l  S ta te  U n iv ersity

L im ita tion  o f e a r ly  success .—E ffo r ts  to  e s ta b lis h  a  l i b e r a l  univer­

s i t y  were opposed in  every in s tan ce  by denom inational groups, le d  in  most 

in s ta n ce s  by th e  P resbyterians*  The c o n f l ic t  f i r s t  took form in  1787, 

when th e  arguments favoring l ib e ra lis m  and denom inationalism  were reduced 

to  w ritin g  in  th e  Kentucky G azette* Transylvania Seminary was e s ta b lish e d  

a s  a ch u rch -re la ted  c o lleg e , but in  a community h ig h ly  in flu en ced  by th e  

l ib e ra lis m  o f  th e  f ro n t ie r  and by th e  French in f i d e l i t y  being brought to  

America by in te l l e c tu a l s  who were no longer welcome in  t h e i r  n a tiv e  Eng­

lan d  and France. Thus Transylvania Seminary was conceived in  c o n flic t*

When th e  l ib e r a l  t ru s te e s  gained th e  balance o f  power in  th e  board , 

th ey  c a l le d  a l ib e r a l  clergyman, lev* H arry Toulmia, to  th e  p residency , 

and by 1794 Transylvania Seminary was organized on a  l i b e r a l  basis*  This 

o rg an iza tio n  re su lte d  in  a  s p l i t  o f  th e  t ru s te e s  along p a r ty  l in e s ,  w ith  

th e  P re sb y te rian s1 w ithdraw al to  o rganize a  s e c ta r ia n  co lleg e  in  keeping 

w ith  t h e i r  own id ea ls*  I n  a  broad sense a l i b e r a l  co lleg e  was operated  fo r  

f iv e  years  p r io r  to  1799,  when denominational!am and lib e ra lis m  were 

merged* The P resb y te rian s  proved a  tenacious foe to  lib e ra lism *
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Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , th e  r e s u l t  o f  a merger o f th e  l i b e r a l  Tran­

sy lvan ia  Seminary and th e  denom inational Kentucky Academy, was launched 

upon a l i b e r a l  basis*  C on tro lled  by a board c o n s is tin g  of p a r t ie s ,  Tran­

sy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity  soon f e l t  th e  power o f th e  P resb y te rian s  a g a in , and 

by 1804 the u n iv e rs ity  was described  a s  s e c ta r ia n  in  p o lic y . T ransylvania 

was outw ardly and p ro fessed ly  l i b e r a l  from 1794 to  1796,  b u t from 1796 to  

1804 l ib e ra lis m  was much le s s  conspicuous* E a rly  e f f o r t s  o f  the l i b e r a l -  

minded c i t iz e n s  o f  Kentucky to  e s ta b lis h  a  co lleg e  f re e  from s e c ta r ia n  i » -  

fluence  were only  p a r t ia l ly  su c c e ss fu l. S ig n ific a n t a s  th e  prim ary d e te r­

r in g  in flu en ce  to  l i b e r a l  h ig h er education in  Kentucky during  th i s  perio d  

were th e  P re sb y te r ia n s , who were le d  by a s tro n g , determ ined, and h ig h ly  

t ra in e d  c le rg y . A d e s ire  to  p ro te c t t h e i r  v ested  i n te r e s t s ,  co n s is tin g  

o f  an honored ro le  as ad m in is tra to r o f th e  s t a t e 's  c o lle g e , accounted, 

perhaps, a s  mueh fo r  th e  P re sb y te ria n s ' o pposition  to  l ib e ra lis m  in  

Kentucky's h ig h er education  a s  d id  th e  p r in c ip le  i t s e l f *

Horace H o lle r 's  l i b e r a l  le a d e r  sh ip *-—The f i r s t  t r u ly  l i b e r a l  adminis­

t r a t i o n  d id  not eome u n t i l  a f t e r  a  perio d  o f  P resb y te rian  domination o f 

tw elve years* Strong e f f o r t s  by Kentucky l ib e r a ls  to  e le c t  a p resid en t 

from o u tsid e  th e  P resb y te rian  zone o f  in flu en ce  were made by 1816* Two 

y ea rs  passed before  Rev* Horace H olley , a C ongregationalist tu rn ed  Uni­

t a r ia n ,  was in s ta l l e d  in  th e  p re s id e n t 's  o ffice*  For n ine years  th e  u n i­

v e r s i ty  prospered and developed under a l i b e r a l  adm in istra tion*  So out­

standing  d id  T ransylvania become th a t  n a tio n a l reco g n itio n  was given i t  a t  

every tu rn*  N ational p e r io d ic a ls  noted i t s  prominence and recorded  i t s  

o p e ra tio n , in te rn a tio n a l  t r a v e le r s  re fe r re d  to  i t  a s  th e  "Athens o f  th e
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W est,” and Americanheroes such as  L a fay e tte  addressed i t s  s tudents*  H olley 

moved in  an e l i t e  c i r c le  composed la rg e ly  o f l ib e r a l  Kentucky le a d e rs ,  bu si­

n ess  men, p ro fe ss io n a l men, and land  holders*  H o lley 's  l ib e ra lis m  was 

open, b la ta n t ,  and unrestrained* His personal conduct, e s p e c ia lly  h is  

h a b its  o f a s so c ia tin g  w ith  men who frequented  th e  race  t r a c k ,  th e  card  

room and th e  ballroom  and th e a t r e ,  proved to  be a ta rg e t  fo r  those  who 

wished to  d es tro y  l ib e ra lism  and secularism  in  h igher education in  Ken­

tucky* Having no b e t te r  o b je c tiv e , H o lley 's  fo e , the P resb y te rian  c le rg y , 

launched an a t ta c k  upon the  fo rm er's  r e l ig io n  and h is  personal l i f e  and 

hab its*  T ransy lvan ia’s e a r l i e r  h is to ry  rev ea ls  the P re sb y te r ia n s ' r e ­

sourcefu lness i n  a ttack in g  l ib e ra ls *  T heir a t ta c k  upon H olley , which was 

su s ta in ed , sharp , and deadly, brought an e a r ly  end to  T ran sy lv an ia 's  most 

renowned period*

While th e  P resby terians prevented th e  co n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  Holley 

l i b e r a l  a d m in is tra tio n , a s  they  had done in  th e  case o f  Harry Toulmin in  

1796, they  cannot be blamed fo r  th e  p l ig h t  of Transylvania* C haracter­

i s t i c a l l y ,  th e  P resb y te rian s  made an e a r ly  d riv e  to  e s ta b lis h  schools o f 

h ig h er education in  pre-E evolu tionary  America. In  any e f f o r t  to  determ ine 

what p a r ty  blocked T ran sy lv an ia 's  road to  p ro g ress , th e  h i s to r ic a l  per­

sp ec tiv e  extending back to  th e  establishm ent o f  th e  school must be consid­

ered* Although i t  i s  c e r ta in  th e  P resb y te rian s  would not have supported 

o r adm in istered  a l ib e r a l  and secu la r co lle g e , s t i l l  th e re  i s  no conclu­

s iv e  evidence to  show th a t  th e  P resb y te rian s  would have conducted a  co l­

leg e  so narrow as  to  s t i f l e  p rogress in  th e  West* B ut, c e r ta in ly  th e  

P re sb y te r ia n s ' a d m in is tra tio n  from 1804 to  1816 d id  n o t in d ic a te  th a t
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P resb y te rian s  were ready to  expand T ransylvania to  any g re a t e x te n t, where­

a s  th e  experience o f th e  l i b e r a l s ,  both  in  th e  in stan ce  o f  Harry Toulmin 

and Horace H olley, dem onstrate th a t  th ey  were p ro g ress iv e , l i b e r a l ,  and 

su c ce ss fu l. By 1328 th e  second l i b e r a l  p e rio d  o f  T ran sy lv an ia 's  h is to ry  

had ended*

Q u asi-lib e ra lism . —A fte r  H o lley 's  d epartu re  Transylvania remained 

under th e  c o n tro l o f a  l i b e r a l  board, bu t w ith  H o lley 's  c a s tig a tio n  f re sh  

in  mind th e  board d id  no t choose to  su b jec t another l i b e r a l  le a d e r  to  a 

s im ila r  tre a tm e n t, nor d id  p o te n tia l  l i b e r a l  candidates fo r  th e  p residen­

t i a l  post d e s ire  to  accep t a  p o s itio n  which might b ring  about t h e i r  pro­

fe s s io n a l ru in*  A fte r considerab le  delay in  which th e  u n iv e rs ity  depre­

c ia te d  sev e re ly , th e  t ru s te e s  c a lle d  a B a p tis t clergyman to  th e  presidency* 

Rev. Alva Woods' ad m in is tra tio n  was not sec ta rian *  Two E piscopalian  c lergy ­

men who follow ed Woods in  th e  presidency h e ld  ra th e r  l i b e r a l  views* How­

ev er, th e  board c a lle d  upon re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  th ese  churches in  an e f fo r t  

to  s o l i c i t  support fo r  th e  ra p id ly  dec lin in g  academic department* Although 

in t r i c a te  p lans fo r  p rogress a re  re p le te  in  inauguration  a d d resses , th e  

u n iv e rs ity  declined  to  a p o in t where a f in a n c ia l  reo rg an iza tio n  o f  th e  

academic department was im pera tive , i f  continued opera tion  was to  follow*

Even a  P resb y te rian  clergyman, Rev* Robert Davidson, follow ed a 

l i b e r a l  p o lic y  f o r  two y ea rs  w hile p res id en t o f T ransylvania from 184© 

to  1842* But t h i s  b id  fo r  P resb y te rian  support was b e la te d  and, although 

Davidson s tro n g ly  urged a la rg e r  endowment fo r  the  u n iv e r s i ty ,  he was 

undem ined by th e  tru s te e s*  s e c re t agreement w ith  th e  M ethodists sh o rtly  

a f t e r  h is  acceptance o f  th e  presidency* D avidson's a d m in is tra tio n  was

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



doomed to  f a i lu r e  as  soon as  th e  commitment w ith  the M ethodist Episcopal 

G eneral Conference was made*

T hird  perio d  of l i b e r a l  c o n tro l« ~ A fte r  e ig h t years  o f denom inational 

c o n tro l o f th e  academic department by the  M ethodists, th e  l a t t e r  w ithdrew, 

and a l i b e r a l  p e rio d , ch a rac te r iz e d  la rg e ly  by d e c lin e , began* However, 

fo llow ing s ix  y ea rs  o f g en era l d ec lin e  in  the academic departm ent,  ano ther 

b r i l l i a n t  bu t s h o r t- liv e d  p e rio d  o f  l i b e r a l  and sec u la r  c o n tro l was launch­

ed* New hope was h e ld  fo r  T ransylvania when the u n iv e rs i ty  was reo rgan ized  

by th e  s ta te  in  1856* Under t h i s  re o rg an iza tio n  public  te a c h e r - tra in in g  

was to  be emphasized* T h is, th e  s h o rte s t l i b e r a l  p e rio d , was ended when 

th e  le g is la tu r e  d iscontinued  th e  y e a r ly  s ta t e  ap p ro p ria tio n s  g ran ted  under 

the  a c t  o f  1856* le v .  Lewis Green, a P resb y te rian  clergyman and a d is ­

tin g u ish ed  and experienced educato r, rev ea led  h is  prowess as  an adminis­

t r a to r  fo r  one y e a r , b u t upon th e  s t a t e 's  w ithdraw al o f  support he a lso  

withdrew to  accep t a s im ila r  po st a t  th e  P re sb y te r ia n s ' school a t  D an v ille , 

C entre College*

General d ec lin e  follow ed a f t e r  s ta te  support ceased* The C iv il  War 

brought continued d ec lin e  and th e  u n iv e rs i ty  s trugg led  through th e  war 

p e rio d  under a g re a tly  decreased program* The only hope fo r  T ransylvania 

U n iv e rsity  seemed to  l i e  in  a  r e b i r th .

A permanent l ib e r a l  c o lle g e *—During th e  C iv il War, th e  fe d e ra l  gov­

ernment through the  M o rr ill  A©t made p o ss ib le  fe d e ra l  a id  fo r  h ig h er edu­

c a tio n  under c e r ta in  conditions* In  o rd er to  q u a lify  fo r  th i s  fe d e ra l  a id  

th e  s ta te  began to  study i t s  h ig h er education f a c i l i t i e s *  Kentucky Univer­

s i ty ,  a  denom inational D isc ip les  o f  C h ris t (C h ris tian ) schoo l, which had
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developed ou t o f  Bacon C ollege, had been very  su ccessfu l since  1858, bu t 

w ith  th e  lo s s  o f  I t s  main b u ild in g  a t  Harrodsburg In  1864 i t  faced  a  d if ­

f i c u l t  problem of securing p la n t f a c i l i t i e s *  Transylvania U n iv ersity  had 

undergone s u f f ic ie n t  co n tro v ers ie s  as  to  cause th e  s ta te  le g is la tu r e  to  

d is c re d it  i t  a s  a paren t fo r  a new a g r ic u l tu r a l  and m echanical co lleg e  

th a t  was to  be created* A f in a l  p lan  to  merge Kentucky U n iv ersity  w ith  

Transylvania U n iv e rsity  a t  Lexington, and to  e s ta b lis h  the  new s ta te  co l­

leg e  (w ith i t s  e l i g i b i l i t y  fo r  fe d e ra l funds and lands) upon the base o f 

th e  combined in s t i tu t io n ,  was c a r r ie d  out in  February, 1865* The r e s u l t  

was th e  f i r s t  permanent establishm ent o f  a secu la r  co lleg e  in  Kentucky* 

Although th e  s ta te  co lleg e  was opened a s  a  co lleg e  o f  Kentucky U n iv ers ity , i t  

n ev erth e less  was f re e  in  i t s  ad m in is tra tio n , even to  th e  e x ten t of a 

sep a ra te  p residen t*  A fter th i r te e n  years  under th e  shadow of t h i s  do** 

nom inational u n iv e rs ity , th e  s ta te  co lleg e  was moved to  a new lo c a tio n  

in  Lexington where, l a t e r ,  w ith  g re a te r  s ta te  a id  i t  was developed in to  

th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Kentucky*

Theme I I :  S ectarian ism  v ersu s  L iberalism

P lig h t o f  T ransylvania*—»It has been shown th a t  th e  p lig h t o f  Tran­

sy lv an ia  was a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  con troversy  between those  holding a view o f 

C h ris tia n  P ro tes tan tism  o f  an orthodox na tu re  ( in  i t s  narrow sense in ­

cluding C alvin ists and in  the  broader sense ine lud ing  a l l  P ro te s ta n t 

T r in i ta r ia n s ) ,  and those who advocated l i b e r a l  h ig h er education in  Ken­

tucky (h igher education o f  a l ib e r a l  and p u b lic  n a tu re , wherein th e  g re a t 

p r in c ip le s  o f  C h r is t ia n i ty  were emphasized)* Conclusive evidence has
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been p resen ted  to  prove th a t  e i th e r  p a r ty , w ithout th e  s t i f l i n g  .opposition  

o f  th e  o th e r , could have o p era ted .a  u n iv e rs ity  o f s ig n if ic a n t proportions*  

Each p a r ty  was su ccess fu l fo r  sh o rt p erio d s  o f  tim e even in  th e  face  o f 

extreme o pposition  from the p a rty  no t in  eon tro l*

A dm inistrative a b i l i t y  o f th e  P resb y te rian s  .—The P resb y te rian s  dem­

o n s tra te d  th e i r  a b i l i t y  to  o rganize and su s ta in  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  h ig h er 

education  in  America by t h e i r  r e la t io n  w ith  P rin ce to n ; the  e a r ly  V irg in ia  

c o lle g e s , Washington ( l a t e r  Washington and L ee), and Hampden-Sidney; and 

o th e rs . Again, when th e  P resb y te rian s  withdrew from Transylvania in  1794 

and in  IS IS , f i r s t ,  v o lu n ta r i ly , and second, in v o lu n ta r ily , th ey  demon­

s t r a te d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  o rgan ise  and e s ta b lis h  Kentucky Academy and 

Centre C ollege, respective ly*  The id e n t i ty  o f th e  Academy was l o s t  in  

i t s  merger w ith  Transylvania Seminary to  form Transylvania U n iv ersity  in  

1798* Centre College proved to  be a permanent ch u rch -re la ted  college* 

Success o f  the l i b e r a l s *—S im ila rly , the  l i b e r a l s  dem onstrated t h e i r  

a b i l i t y  to  opera te  a  u n iv e rs ity  on a  p ro g ressiv e  scale* Rev* Harry Toul- 

m in, a libera l-m inded  te a c h e r , from 1794 to  1796 gave Transylvania Semi­

nary  a l i b e r a l  adm in istra tion*  Rev* Horace Holley and h is  p h ilo so p h ica l­

ly  l i b e r a l  supporters  were a t  th e  helm during T ran sy lv an ia 's  "golden" 

years* C e rta in ly , t h i s  ad m in is tra tio n  o f n ine  y e a rs , T ran sy lv an ia 's  

most b r i l l i a n t ,  was su ccessfu l b u t fo r  s e c ta r ia n  opposition* Again in  

1856 the s ta te  reorganized  Transylvania a s  a  l i b e r a l  co lle g e , b u t op­

p o s itio n  from denom inational i n t e r e s t s ,  both open and hidden, r e su lte d  

in  i t s  s h o r t- liv e d  duration* The evidence shows th a t  th e  P re sb y te rian s , 

and l a t e r  th e  o th e r denom inations, were su ccessfu l in  e s ta b lish in g

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



312

permanent co lleg es  in  Kentucky p r io r  to  th e  C iv i l  War*

However, such was n o t t ru e  in  th e  ease o f  l i b e r a l  schools o f h igher 

education* Although seemingly competent ad m in is tra to rs  guided Transyl­

van ia  through th re e  l ib e r a l  a d m in is tra tio n s , th e  l ib e r a l s  were unable 

to  su s ta in  themselves* They were ab le  to  e s ta b lis h  a permanent l ib e r a l  

and sec u la r  co lleg e  only  w ith  the  a id  o f  the s ta te  and fe d e ra l govern­

ments* Not u n t i l  1365 and 1366, some e ig h ty  y ea rs  a f t e r  th e  P re sb y te ri­

ans opened te e  doors to  Transylvania Seminary, one o f America’s e a r ly  

church-dominated "public* c o lle g e s , were th e  l ib e r a ls  and s e c u la r is ts  

ab le  to  e s ta b lis h  a permanent college*

growth l im ite d  by con troversy*—Given a r e la t iv e ly  f re e  r e in ,  ce r­

t a in ly  each p a r ty  would have developed T ransylvania under w idely separa ted  

p h ilo so p h ies , bu t the end r e s u l t  fo r  Kentuckians may have been r a th e r  

s im ila r  in  e i th e r  case* The h is to r ie s  o f  P rince ton  and Centre C olleges 

do no t re v e a l th a t  th ey  were adm inistered on such a  narrow b a s is  a s  to  

send fo r th  graduates who advocated a non-progressive so c ie ty , and s im ila r­

ly  the  s ta te  u n iv e rs i t ie s  o f  V irg in ia , South C aro lina , G eorgia, and North 

C aro lina were c e r ta in ly  not l i b e r a l  and secu la r befo re  te e  C iv il  War, ex­

cep t over sh o rt periods o f  time* Thus, i t  may be concluded upon the  b a s is  

o f  evidence p resen ted  th a t  e i th e r  p a r ty , n o t unduly hampered by th e  o th e r , 

could have adm in istered  T ransylvania on a  ra th e r  e f f ic ie n t  and e f fe c t iv e  

basis*  But locked  in  c o n f l ic t  and disagreem ent, and holding b a s ic a lly  

d if fe re n t  p h ilo so p h ica l view s, th e  p a r ty  con troversy  was th e  b ig  hurd le  

blocking T ran sy lv an ia 's  growth and r e s t r i c t in g  i t  as  a  u n iv e rs ity  to  l im i t ­

ed expansion and opportun ity  during most o f  i t s  ex istence*
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Theme 111: P ro fessio n a l E ducational C ontribu tions

Both th e  m edical and la v  schools o f T ransylvania U n iv e rsity  made 

s ig n if ic a n t  co n tr ib u tio n s  to  p ro fe ss io n a l education in  young America* The 

m edical school’s  g re a te s t  c o n tr ib u tio n  la y  in  h e r tra in in g  o f  some s ix  

thousand m edical p ra c t i t io n e r s  serv ing  the  new South and West la rg e ly ,  

a s  w e ll as th e  ou tstand ing  co n trib u tio n s  o f  h e r p ro fesso rs  in  term s o f 

o p e ra tio n s , s c ie n t i f i c  a r t i c l e s ,  and textbooks* The la v  school made i t s  

g re a te s t  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  p ro fe ss io n a l le g a l  t r a in in g  by breaking down th e  

p re ju d ice  on form al classroom  tra in in g  fo r  la v  in  an e ra  when law yers had 

been tra in e d  t r a d i t io n a l ly  through an appren ticesh ip*  C e rta in ly  th e  two 

thousand law yers tra in e d  a t  T ransylvania took lead ing  p laces  in  p o l i t i e s ,  

a t  th e  b a r ,  and on th e  bench in  th e  new South and West*

The T ransylvania Medical School*--The T ransylvania M edical School, 

which had i t s  o r ig in  in  1799, d id  no t become f u l ly  e f fe c tiv e  u n t i l  a f t e r  

i t s  reo rg an iza tio n  in  1819* While i t s  most e f fe c tiv e  period  was one o f  

t h i r t y  y e a rs , 1819-1849, i t  continued a c tiv e  u n t i l  1859*

(a) PIONEER MEDICAL INSTRUCTION«—E a r l ie s t  m edical in s t ru c t io n  a t  

T ransylvania beginning in  1799, w hile no t adm in istered  on an extended 

b a s is ,  was a  co n trib u tio n  to  m edical educational pioneering* But th e  

establishm ent o f  a  more form al m edical school in  1817 was marked by con­

troversy*  D octors Benjamin Dudley and D aniel Brake, th e  two ou tstanding  

m edical educators in  th e  M ississ ip p i V alley  during t h e i r  l i f e t im e s ,  became 

involved in  a  heated  con troversy , which was reduced to  w ritin g  in  pamphlet 

form* The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  con troversy  s e t  a  dangerous precedent in  th e  

m edical school th a t  was follow ed again  in  1%7* Drake withdrew in  1818
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and e s ta b lish e d  a  competing m edical school in  C incinnati*  By 1019 th e  

T ransylvania m edical school was e s ta b lish e d  on a permanent b a s is ,

(b) RISE OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL,*—Under th e  guiding hand o f  P resid en t 

H olley , th e  m edical u n it  developed in to  the  lead ing  m edical school o f  th e  

West and nex t to  th e  m edical school o f  the U n iv ersity  o f Pennsylvania was 

th e  second m edical school o f America* Problems o f  securing  s u f f ic ie n t  

anatom ical specimens fo r  d is s e c tio n , lo c a tio n , and a v a i l a b i l i ty  o f suf­

f ic ie n t  h o s p ita l  eases and h o s p ita l  f a c i l i t i e s  a rose  a t  an e a r ly  d a te . 

Although minor co n tro v ers ie s  were s e t t l e d  and re -k in d le d , a s  was evidenced 

by Dr, D rake's re tu rn  and subsequent d ep artu re , the  f r i c t i o n  from which 

con troversy  was k in d led  was increased  as L o u isv ille  became Kentucky's 

m etropo lis  and T ransylvania m edical p ro fesso rs  looked a t  t h e i r  r iv a l  c i ty  

w ith  covetous eyes. The new c i ty  might soon support la rg e  h o s p ita l  f a c i l i ­

t i e s ,  fu rn ish  ample anatom ical specimens, and p resen t a  g re a te r  v a r ie ty  o f 

m edical cases f o r  treatm ent and s tudy , th ey  pondered. Enrollm ents reached 

two hundred fo r  the  1023-24 sess io n  and jumped to  281 in  1826-27* A fte r  

some decline  the s tu d en t body again  ro se  to  262 in  I 833- 34 ,  The wide in ­

fluence and re g io n a l ch a rac te r  o f  the  m edical school were dem onstrated by 

th e  p ro p o rtio n a te  number of o u t-o f - s ta te  s tu d en ts  and graduates* In  1827 

g raduates from n ine  s ta te s  o th e r  than  Kentucky c o n s titu te d  s ix ty -fo u r  per­

cen t o f the  t o t a l  enro llm ent, w ith t h i r t y —four from o u ts id e  th e  s ta te  and 

n in e teen  from Kentucky*

(c) MEDICAL SCHOOL SPLIT OVER CONTROVERSY*—With the ra p id  m u ltip li­

c a tio n  of m edipal schools in  L o u isv ille  and C in c in n a ti, beginning a s  e a r ly  

as I 833,  th e  T ransylvania m edical fa c u lty  surveyed th e  m edical education

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



315

problem in  th e  M iss iss ip p i V alley , decid ing  ag a in s t the  estab lishm ent o f 

too  many m edieal schools* At th e  same time th e  problem o f e i th e r  estab ­

l is h in g  a m edieal school in  L o u isv ille  o r  moving the  T ransylvania Medical 

School to  L o u isv ille  a rose  in  the  Kentucky press* O ffers o f b u ild in g sa n d  

f a c i l i t i e s  in  L o u isv ille  spurred  some o f T ransy lvan ia18 fa c u lty  to  tak e  

a  favorab le  view toward moving th e  school to  L o u is v il le , e sp e c ia lly  s in ce  

Lexington was ra p id ly  lo s in g  i t s  a r t i f i c i a l  commercial p o s itio n  due t® 

th e  opening o f  th e  M ississ ip p i and th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  steam t r a f f i c  up* 

stream* When Or* Charles Caldwell decided th a t  he would accept a  p o s itio n  

w ith  th e  L o u isv ille  m edieal school, th re e  o th e r p ro fesso rs  follow ed him 

soon afterw ards* The r e s u l t  o f  th i s  re v o lt  was an impetus toward re ­

financing  and otherw ise s treng then ing  Transylvania by Lexington c i t i z e n s .  

The reo rg an iza tio n  th a t  follow ed held  g re a t promise, bu t i t  was soon re ­

v ealed  to  have been too  l i t t l e  and too  la te *  However, the immediate e f­

f e c t  was to  s tim u la te  th e  m edieal school toward immediate expansion, a s  

a new m edical b u ild in g  was in  th e  o f f in g . T ransylvania held  i t s  high 

p lace  in  M ississ ip p i V alley  and American m edical education fo r  another 

decade, bu t began to  show decline  by 1850* The l a s t  sess io n  was th a t  o f  

1358- 59* Had the  m edical school been continued in  opera tion  fo r  th re e  

more y e a rs , th e re  i s  reason  to  b e liev e  th a t  i t  would have rendered valu­

ab le  se rv ic e  in  t r a in in g  more m edieal docto rs to  ca re  fo r  the wounded o f 

th e  C iv il  War* Again, had i t  remained in  o p era tio n  during th i s  p e rio d , 

th e  impetus o f  fe d e ra l a id  through th e  M o rr ill  Act o f 1862 might have been 

s u f f ic ie n t  to  hold  th e  u n iv e rs ity  to g e th e r  on an a c tiv e  basis*

The Transylvania Law School*—The Transylvania Law School was a c tiv e
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fo r  a  f if ty - n in e  year period* 1799-1656, except for a th re e -y e a r  p e rio d , 

1826-1829* utoen no competent p ro fesso rs  were a v a ila b le . T ransylvania i s  

g en e ra lly  eoneeded by le g a l educational h is to r ia n s  to  have been America1 s 

ou tstand ing  law school from 1799 to  I 838,  when Harvard’s  law sehool s tep ­

ped in to  th e  lead ing  r o le .

(a ) EARLY LEGAL EDUCATION . —Transylvania Law Sehool, th e  f i r s t  co l*  

l e g i s t s  law school in tended  fo r  o th e r  than  undergraduates w ith  any per­

manency, was e s ta b lish e d  in  1799 when George N icholas was e le c te d  to  th e  

p ro fesso rsh ip  o f  law . N icholas, f r ie n d  and fo llow er o f Thomas J e ffe rso n , 

accepted  th e  l a t t e r ’s philosophy both in  reg a rd  to  teaching  law by form al 

in s tru c t io n ,  and in  s la n tin g  the  teach ing  o f  law to  include p o l i t i c a l  

p ro se ly tiz in g . The F e d e ra lis t  stamp was perhaps as much a p a r t  o f  le g a l  

t r a in in g  a t  Harvard a s  was Republicanism a t  T ransy lvan ia . Although th e  

ce leb ra ted  Henry Glay was a member o f  th e  law school fa c u lty  from 1805 

to  1807 and served as a board  member many y ears  a fte rw ard s , he never 

accepted th e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  Mfa th e rin g *' th e  u n iv e rs i ty , a s  d id  J e f ­

ferson  in  th e  case o f  the  U n iversity  o f  V irg in ia . For a generation  Tran­

sy lvan ia  was th e  only organized c e n te r  o f le g a l  education west o f th e  

A lleghan ies, and i t  le d  a l l  law schools from 1799 u n t i l  1821 except one 

p r iv a te  schoo l, L ite h f ie ld ,  and fo r  a  year o r  two Harvard, which en ro lle d  

a few more s tu d e n ts . Hy 1321 Transylvania had surpassed L i te h f ie ld ,  and 

he ld  th e  le a d  again  u n t i l  1838, when Harvard, V irg in ia , Y ale, and W illiam 

and Mary took th e  le a d , which they  h e ld  u n t i l  I860.

(b) HOLLEY’S IMPACT UPON THE LAW SCHOOL.—Horace H o lle y 's  e a r ly  t r a in ­

ing  in  law earns to  good use when he began to  work fo r  the  expansion o f  th e
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le g a l  program a t  T ransy lvan ia . In  a d d itio n  to  d e liv e rin g  two s e r ie s  o f  

le c tu re s  on B lackstone, he spurred h i s  colleagues* W illiam T. Barry* 

p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i s t  and Postm aster General under Jackson, and Jesse  

Bledsoe* Kentucky*s famed le g a l  sch o la r and orator*  to  new h e ig h ts  in  

t h e i r  le c tu r in g  and guidance o f  young law yers. While th e  law school 

boasted  o f no student enrollm ents comparable to  th o se  o f  th e  m edical 

school, i t  i s  t o  be noted  th a t  formal le g a l  education was a younger f i e ld  

and th a t  T ransylvania was America’ s lead ing  p ioneer in  t h i s  branch o f 

education . The average number o f  law stu d en ts  f o r  th e  p e rio d , 1822 to  

1825* was approxim ately fo rty -tw o . The law school became in a c tiv e  fo r  

th re e  years* 1826 to  1829* a f t e r  which time i t  was reopened. The t r u s ­

te e s  s ta te d  th a t  th e  law school was suspended because competent p ro fes­

so rs  were not ava ilab le*  In  th e  f ie ld  o f  law H olley and h is  a s so c ia te s  

had to  face and overcome th e  popular p re ju d ice  th a t  e x is te d  a g a in s t i n ­

s tru c t io n  by le c tu re ,  an opposition  based upon th e  t r a d i t io n  o f p r iv a te  

t r a in in g .  H olley in  defending the  le c tu re  method ag a in s t th e  ap p ren tice  

method, po in ted  out th a t  th e  le c tu re  method provided excitem ent in  th e  

tea c h e r  and p u p ils  and th a t  i t  fu rn ished  a l l  th e  w ell known b e n e f its  o f 

com petition .

(c) REORGANIZATION OF THE LAW SCHOOL,—The Transylvania Law School 

was reorgan ized  in  Ju ly , I 838,  w ith  th re e  professors*  and numbering seventy- 

one stu d en ts  In  1839-40. F orty -four bachelor o f laws degrees were g ran ted  to  

th e  c la s s  o f 1842, Funds made av a ilab le  through th e  reo rg an iza tio n  o f  th e  

u n iv e rs ity  were used to  expand th e  l ib r a r y  to  g ive Transylvania one of 

th e  b e s t se le c te d  law l ib r a r ie s  in  America. United S ta te s  Supreme J u s tic e
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John H arlan , a  graduate o f  th e  c la s s  o f 1852, when v is i t in g  T ransylvania 

in  1908 described  the th re e  law p ro fe sso rs  o f th i s  p e rio d , George lo b e r t -  

son , Thomas A* M arshall, and Aaron K. Woolley, as th e  b e s t in  America, 

and a s  th e  g re a te s t  law yers to  hold  p o s itio n s  as  le g a l  p ro fesso rs  in  t h i s  

coun try .

from 1842 to  1849 th e  number o f s tu d en ts  averaged annually  from s ix ty  

to  s ix ty - f iv e ,  and th e  g raduates from tw en ty -fiv e  to  t h i r t y ,  and from 1849 

to  1859 th e  number o f s tu d en ts  was reduced by about one h a l f .

(d) DECLINE OF THE LAW SCHOOL.—Many e f fo r ts  were made to  hold  th e  

enrollm ent o f  th e  1840*3, but increased  com petition in  nearby L o u is v ille , 

Bloomington (In d ian a ), C in c in n a ti, Lebanon (Tennessee), and Memphis caused 

a drop in  T ransy lvan ia’s student-body. A re g io n a l school in  th e  sense 

th a t  i t  drew a la rg e  percentage o f  i t s  s tu d en ts  from o u ts id e  th e  s ta te ,  

T ransylvania su ffe red  d e sp e ra te ly  from the  new com petition a r is in g  in  

c i ty  and s ta te  le g a l  educational cen ters*  Reduced from a re g io n a l sehool 

th a t  drew f i f ty - f o u r  p er cent o f  i t s  s tu d en ts  from o u tsid e  o f  th e  s ta te  

in  1833, bo one l im ite d  la rg e ly  to  th e  s t a t e ,  a  g re a t dea l o f  retrench** 

meat was necessary . Even w ith in  th e  s t a t e ,  T ransylvania was rece iv in g  a

g re a t deal o f  com petition from th e  U n iversity  o f L o u isv ille  Law School.
\

The Transylvania Law School d o s e d  i t s  doors a t  the end of th e  1857-58 

sess io n  a f t e r  s ix ty  y ea rs  o f  c re d ita b le  service* I t  had graduated between 

one thousand and twelve hundred young law yers, and more th an  two thousand 

law yers had rece iv ed  th e  major p a r t  o f  th e i r  le g a l  tra in in g  a t  T ransy lvan ia .
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Minor Themes

In  a d d itio n  to  th e  th re e  major themes, which extend v i r tu a l ly  through 

th e  e n t ire  study , c e r ta in  minor themes upon which the  s to ry  o f Transylvania 

i s  hinged emerge in te rm it te n t ly .  These minor themes a re  d iv ided  in to  

those  concerning T ransy lvan ia’s general co n tr ib u tio n s  to  education and 

those  r e la te d  to  th e  causes fo r T ran sy lv an ia 's  f a i lu r e  to  reach the  

am bitious goals o f her founders.

C ontributions to  e d u c a t i o n -In ad d itio n  to  the  major themes, o ther 

co n tr ib u tio n s  to  education made by Transylvania ce n te r  around h er p ioneer­

in g , her numerous denom inational a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  and th e  academic freedom o f 

h e r p ro fe sso rs ,

(a) PIONEERING,"—Transylvania was t r u ly  th e  p ioneer educational in ­

s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  W est, Some of th e  ways in  which she pioneered a re  enu­

m erated as fo llow s:

(1) As a  seminary opera ting  under a c h a r te r  from th e  S ta te  o f V ir­

g in ia ,  th e  t ru s te e s  o f T ransylvania Seminary had opened a f r o n t ie r  grammar 

school in  th e  Kentucky d i s t r i c t  in  1785, four years befo re  Washington was 

sea ted  a s  the f i r s t  p re s id en t o f  the  United S ta te s , under sev ere ly  hazard­

ous cond itions in  which b a t t le s  between th e  s e t t l e r s  and Ind ians were tak ­

ing p lace  w ith d isas tro u s  re su lts*

(2) P ioneer Transylvania U n iv ersity  was ch a rte red  and began operating  

an academic co lleg e  and two p ro fe ss io n a l schools, m edicine and law , in  

1799 on th e  Kentucky f r o n t ie r ,  seven years a f t e r  Kentucky became an in ­

dependent s ta te  and only  f iv e  y ea rs  a f te r  Mad Anthony Wayne's v ic to r ie s
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over th e  Ind ian  t r ib e s  in  th e  North* Skirm ishes between th e  s e t t l e r s  and 

th e  Ind ians were not in freq u en t occurrences even a t  t h i s  tim e in  Kentucky*

(3 ) T ransy lvan ia , a p ioneer l i b e r a l  u n iv e rs i ty , had by 1818 e lec te d  

a l i b e r a l  board o f t r u s te e s ,  com pletely divorced i t s e l f  from i t s  former 

P resb y te rian  connection, and excluded t r a in in g  fo r  th e  m in is try  from i t s  

prime ob jec tives*  Transylvania was an a c tiv e  and u se fu l u n iv e rs ity  w hile 

p lans were being completed fo r  th e  U n iversity  o f V irg in ia , one o f th e  

lead in g  an te  bellum s ta te  u n iv e rs itie s*

(4 ) T ransylvania was a  p ioneer •’m unicipal’* u n iv ersity *  In  I 839 a  

reo rg an iza tio n  placed  th e  c o n tro l o f T ransylvania in  the hands o f  th re e  

bodies w ith  the follow ing r a t io  o f  c o n tro l:  S ta te  o f  Kentucky, th re e  v o te s , 

C ity  o f Lexington, th re e  v o te s , and Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  two votes*

S ince th e  Transylvania I n s t i t u t e  was la rg e ly  composed o f  Lexington’ s 

c i t iz e n s ,  co n tro l was v i r tu a l ly  p laced  in  th e  hands o f c i t iz e n s  o f  Lex­

ington* With th re e  vo tes to  th e  p r iv a te  bocfy's two, T ransylvania became

a t  l e a s t  a quasi m unicipal (p u b lic ) u n iv ersity *

(5) In  co n trac tin g  the  c o n tro l o f  the academic department to  th e  

M ethodists from 1342 to  135©, th e  t ru s te e s  o f T ransylvania pioneered in  

u n iv e rs ity  management •

(6) T ransylvania organized in  1356 a  s ta te  te ac h e rs  c o lle g e , which 

was Kentucky's f i r s t*

(7) The teaching  o f p ro fe ss io n a l law by the le c tu re  method was a 

p ioneering  achievement o f  Transylvania*

(8) P ioneering m edical p ro fesso rs  o f Transylvania founded the  f i r s t
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permanent m edical schools in  C in c in n a ti and L ou isv ille*

(9) Dr* Samuel Brown in  founding Kappa Lambda, a  s e c re t m edieal f r a ­

t e r n i ty  designed to  r a is e  standards in  m edical education , e s ta b lish e d  be­

tween 1799 and 1802 the  f i r s t  p ro fe ss io n a l honorary u n iv e rs ity  f r a te r n i ty  

in  America*

(b) NUMEROUS DENOMINATIONAL AFFlLIATIONS*--Transylvania' s connection 

w ith  a la rg e  number o f  denom inational bodies during h e r long h is to ry  i s  

undoubtedly a unique type o f  co n tro l among her contem poraries* While th e  

S ta te  o f  V irg in ia  h e ld  f u l l  c o n tro l over T ransylvania Seminary from 1780 

to  1792, and th e  S ta te  o f  Kentucky h e ld  f u l l  c o n tro l over th e  Seminary 

and th e  U n iv e rsity  from 1792 to  1839, th e se  s ta te s  d id  no t see f i t  to  

ex e rc ise  th e i r  co n tro l during much o f th e  tim e, allow ing one o r another 

denom inational group to  ex erc ise  con tro l*  From 1839 to  1865 th e  S ta te  o f  

Kentucky le g a lly  c o n tro lle d  th re e  o f th e  e igh t t r u s te e s ' v o tes  governing 

T ransy lvan ia , th e  o th e rs  being g ran ted  to  the C ity  o f Lexington ( th re e )  

and Transylvania I n s t i tu t e  (tw o), but s in ce  c it iz e n s  o f Lexington la rg e ly  

comprised th e  Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  c o n tro l was v i r tu a l ly  v ested  in  th e  

C ity  o f Lexington o r i t s  c itiz e n s*  R elig ious a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f  a  form al o r 

inform al type came in to  ex isten ce  from tim e to  tim e. B a s ic a lly , th ey  came 

in to  c o n tro l o r sem i-eontro l in  the  follow ing o rd e r.

(1) The P resb y te rian s  arranged fo r  th e  c h a r te rs  o f  1780 and 1783 and 

remained in  alm ost complete c o n tro l o f  Transylvania u n t i l  179ft, when a 

l i b e r a l  B a p tis t ,  Rev. Harry Toulmia, who h e ld  Socinian view s, was e le c te d  

p residen t*

(2) From 1794 to  1796 l ib e r a l s  were in  c o n tro l of th e  school* Since
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Toulmin wag a B a p tis t ,  th e  l ib e r a l  B a p tis ts  may have been more in f lu e n t ia l  

in  c o n tro l than  any o th e r  denomination*

(3) Her* James Moore, an E piscopalian  l e c to r ,  came to  th e  presidency 

in  1796, g iv in g  th e  E piscopalians th e  upper-hand in  th e  sc h o o l's  a f fa ir s *

(4) When lev* James B ly the, a  P resb y te rian  m in is te r ,  was e le c te d  a c t­

ing  p re s id en t in  1804, th e  u n iv e rs ity  re tu rn ed  to  P resb y te rian  c o n tro l, 

which was r ig id ly  follow ed, pertu rb ing  th e  l ib e r a ls  to  a e tio n  a f t e r  th e  

lap se  o f a  tw elve-year period*

(5) When lev* Robert Bishop, an A ssociate  Reformed clergyman, was 

e le c te d  to  th e  a c tin g  presidency in  1816, th e  l ib e r a ls  had fo rced  th e  

P resb y te rian s  to  a l t e r  t h e i r  s e c ta r ia n  hold  upon th e  u n iv e rs ity ; th e  

A ssocia te  Reformed Church was in  th e  dominant p o s itio n  in  term s o f  con­

t ro l*

(6 ) Rev* Horace H olley, a U n ita rian  clergyman w ith many Sociniam 

view s, came to  Lexington upon th e  in v i ta t io n  o f  l i b e r a l  members o f th e  

community in  1818* As th e  te x tu re  o f s o e ie ty  in  Kentucky became more 

conservative  w ith  th e  establishm ent o f more churches, w ith  th e  se ttlem en t 

o f  th e  s ta t e ,  and w ith th e  working out o f  post war (War o f  1812) problems, 

th e  l ib e r a ls  found them selves a  m in o rity , and H olley found h im self an*- 

popular w ith  a la rg e  number o f  th e  P ro te s ta n t denominations*

(7) H o lle y 's  re s ig n a tio n  in  1827 soon brought a c tio n  from th e  t r u s te e s ,  

who, in v i t in g  (C a lv in is tic )  B a p tis t support, e le c te d  lev*  Alva Woods, 

P resid en t o f  (B a p tis t)  Brown U n iv ersity  to  the  presidency*

(8 ) A p e rio d  o f E piscopalian  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  I 832- I 838,  was an inform al 

one brought about by th e  e le c tio n  o f  Rev* Benjamin 0* Peers and Rev*
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Thomas W. C o it, two E piscopalian  clergymen, to  th e  ac tin g  presidency and 

presidency  re sp e c tiv e ly .

(9) From I 838 to  1840, Dr. Louis M arshall, a  layman, headed th e  

u n iv e rs ity  and e o n tro l passed from th e  S ta te  o f  Kentucky to  a  t r i p a r t i t e  

c o n tro l o f  a  s ta te ,  a e i ty ,  and a p r iv a te  corporation*

(10) Another in v i ta t io n  fo r  P resb y te rian  support may have been behind 

th e  e le c tio n  of Rev* Robert Davidson, P resb y te rian  clergyman, in  1840, but 

th e  P resb y te rian s  took l i t t l e  in te r e s t  in  th e  school during t h i s  period*

(11) In  1342 th e  agreement between th e  t ru s te e s  and th e  M ethodist 

E piscopal Church became a c t iv e ,  a  connection which la s te d  two years*

(12) With th e  establishm ent o f  the  Southern M ethodist Church in  1844, 

th e  e o n tro l o f  T ransy lvan iafs  academic department passed to  th a t  body*

(13 ) From 1850 t o  1865 Transylvania was non-denom inational and l i b e r a l  

in  con tro l*

(14) Upon Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ’s merger w ith Kentucky U n iv ersity  

in  1865 a period  o f D isc ip le s  o f  C h ris t e o n tro l was begun*

F a ilu re  to  achieve founders’ g o a ls*—There were a  number o f causes 

p reven ting  T ransylvania from reaching  th e  high goals envisioned  by i t s  

founders* These causes took th e  shape o f in s u f f ic ie n t  f in a n c ia l  • ■ p o r t ,  

in s u f f ic ie n t  p u b lic  support, in e f fe c t iv e  le a d e rsh ip , population  r e d i s t r i ­

b u tio n , inadequate " feed er’’ schoo ls, p u b lic  o r p r iv a te ,  and th e  e s ta b lis h ­

ment o f s trong  competing schools*

(a) INSUFFICIENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT«—With th e  exception  o f  th e  Mor­

r iso n  endowments, which amounted f in a l ly  to  something around $80,000, 

f in a n c ia l  support from any o th e r  source was o f  an alm ost t r i v i a l  nature*
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She was d e f in i te ly  a " tu it io n "  schoo l, in  which th e  op era tin g  expenses 

were p a id  la rg e ly  Area tu i t io n  fees* The landed endowment o f 12,000 ac res  

never amounted to  a s u b s ta n tia l endowment as was planned by th e  founders* 

Nor w ith  the  exception o f  M orrison, d id  any w ealthy men o f Kentucky make 

th e  u n iv e rs ity  a  b en e fic ia ry  to  t h e i r  e s ta te s*  While under th e  c o n tro l o r 

p a r t i a l  e o n tro l o f  th e  S ta te  o f  Kentucky, th e  u n iv e rs ity  rece ived  very 

l i t t l e  s ta te  aid* T u itions in  the  m edieal school were la rg e  enough fo r  

a  p e rio d  o f  t h i r t y  y e a rs , 1819 to  1849, to  support one o f th e  h ig h est 

s a la r ie d  m edieal f a c u l t ie s  in  th e  United S ta tes*  The C ity  o f Lexington 

was ab le  to  r a i s e  a aimodbls sum o f money in  1839, when th e  sehool was 

reo rg an ised , but the depression  follow ing th e  panic of 1837 was a try in g  

tim e fo r  T ransylvania, The reo rg an iza tio n  of 1856 aimed a t  p lac in g  th e  

u n iv e rs ity  upon a  new sound fo o tin g  and was worthy o f th e  s ta t e ,  bu t was 

ephemeral, th e  s ta te  w ill in g  to  make but two ap p ro p ria tio n s  o f  #12,000 

each. A sound f in a n c ia l  p lan  fo r  th e  u n iv e rs ity  was found in  1865 w ith  

a p lan  fo r  merger p lu s  the  ad d itio n  o f a  fed e ra l-f in a n ced  a g r ic u l tu r a l  

and mechanical college* But in  t h i s  co n so lid a tio n  T ransylvania l o s t  her 

id e n t i ty ,  and, w ith  th e  change o f  c h a r te r ,  th e  h is to ry  of T ransylvania 

U n iv e rs ity  i s  s a id  to  have ended*

(b) INSUFFICIENT PUBLIC SUPPORT . —In s u f f ic ie n t  p u b lic  support r e fe r s  

to  support o th e r than  th a t  o f  a  f in a n c ia l  nature*  The la c k  o f pub lic  sup­

p o rt i s  seen through th e  absenee o f  endowment d r iv e s , th e  absence o f  a 

s tro n g  alumni o rg an iza tio n , and th e  absence of strong e f f o r t s  to  r e c r u i t  

s tu d en ts  fo r  th e  u n iv ersity *  The Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  formed in  I 839, 

came too l a t e  to  be f u l ly  e ffe c tiv e*  P ub lic  support during th e  f i r s t  two
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years  o f  the M ethodists ' c o n tro l o f  the academic department demonstrated 

what public support might have done fo r T ransy lvan ia . Baring th i s  perio d  

th e  studen t body was g re a tly  in c reased , because the pub lic  became in te r e s t ­

ed and began to  send th e i r  sons to  t h i s  u n iv e rs ity . In to le ra n c e  o f  th e  

sev e ra l r e l ig io u s  denominations and the use o f  T ransylvania a s  a p o l i t i c a l  

weapon caused some o f  t h i s  re lu c tan ce  on th e  p a r t o f the pub lic  to  support 

t h i s  school.

(c) INEFFECTIVE EEADERSHIP.—From th e  in cep tio n  o f  the f i r s t  grammar 

school under th e  T ransylvania Seminary c h a r te r  in  17®5» Transylvania had 

n in e teen  au th o rized  le ad e rs  o r  p re s id e n ts  p r io r  to  1865* There were a 

number o f  o th e r  •’heads" who served a s  p re s id en t fo r  sh o rt periods o f  tim e 

between th e  te m s  o f  two re g u la r ly  e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s .  Thus in  a perio d  

o f e ig h ty  years  th e  average leng th  o f  se rv ice  o f each p r in c ip a l  adminis­

t r a to r  was something over fo u r y e a rs . While t h i s  f ig u re  i s  an in d ic a tio n  

th a t  th e  lead e rsh ip  was no t e f fe c t iv e ,  i t  does not t e l l  why. Some o f  th e  

o th e r d iscu ssio n s  answer t h i s  question* The u n iv e rs ity  made i t s  g re a te s t  

p rog ress  under th e  le ad e rsh ip  o f Rev. Horace H olley and Rev. Henry Bascom, 

th e  f i r s t  serv ing  a n in e-y ear p eriod , 1818-1827, and th e  l a t t e r  an e ig h t-  

y ea r p e rio d , 1842-1850. Although Bascom’s h e a lth  seems to  have been f a i l ­

ing  (he d ied  in  1850), H olley reduced h is  e ffec tiv e n e ss  by remaining 

l i b e r a l  in  a  onee—l ib e r a l  community th a t  was ra p id ly  changing in  te x tu re  

toward conservatism  and denom inationalism . S ince he was v i r tu a l ly  fo rced  

from h is  p o s t,  H o lley 's  u se fu ln ess  a f te r  leav in g  Transylvania i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  determ ine a s  h e , to o , d ied  s h o r tly  a f t e r  h is  re s ig n a tio n  in  1827* Some 

o f  T ran sy lv an ia '8 p re s id en ts  moved in to  im portant p o s itio n s  a f t e r  leav ing
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t h i s  sehool. Rev. James M itch e ll made an im pressive reco rd  in  th e  Presby­

t e r ia n  m in is try ; Rev. James Moore became an ou tstand ing  E piscopalian  

clergyman in  Lexington; l e v .  Harry Toulmin became a fe d e ra l judge in  

Alabama; l e v .  James Blythe became p resid en t o f  Hanover College (In d ian a ); 

l e v .  Robert Bishop became p re s id e n t o f  Miami U n iv e rs ity  (O hio); le v .

Horace Holley was enroute to  Louisiana where he had been engaged to  found 

a  co lleg e  befo re  h is  sudden d ea th ; Rev. Alva Woods became p re s id e n t o f  th e  

U n iv e rsity  o f Alabama; Rev. Banjamin Peers achieved d is t in c t io n  a s  a  re ­

l ig io u s  educator; Rev. Charles C oit became an ou tstand ing  clergyman in  

Hew York s ta t e ;  Dr. Louis M arshall founded a d is t in c t iv e  boys school in  

C en tra l Kentucky; Rev. Henry Bascom became a Bishop in  th e  Southern 

M ethodist Church; Rev. Lewis Green became p re s id en t o f Centre C ollege; 

and James K. P a tte rso n  became p resid en t o f  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  Kentucky. 

Since most o f T ransy lvan ia ' s p re s id en ts  moved in to  ra th e r  im portant posi­

t io n s ,  i t  seems th a t  her le a d e rs  must have been competent, but th a t  ce r­

t a in  cond itions a t  th e  u n iv e rs i ty  rendered  th e i r  competence in e ffe c tiv e *  

S urely  i f  th ey  had been more e f fe c t iv e ,  a t  l e a s t  one o f  them would have 

been r e t i r e d  because o f  age , but no t one o f  them remained w ith  th e  sehool 

long enough to  r e t i r e .  Thus th e  bu lk  o f evidence in d ic a te s  th a t  in e ffe c ­

t i v e  lead e rsh ip  was due to  something inheren t in  the  job and no t due to  

th e  v arious p re s id e n ts , w ith  a few p o ss ib le  excep tions.

(d) POPULATION REDISTRIBUT ION .—Sine e Kentucky, ly in g  ad jacen t to  

and separated  from V irg in ia  by th e  Cumberland Gap, was t o  some ex ten t 

only a  stopping p lace  fo r  many s e t t l e r s  who planned to  go fu r th e r  South, 

W est, or H orth, i t s  population  was a  very dynamic one. The heavy d ra in
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on Kentucky’s lead e rsh ip  can be seen from the  la rg e  number o f  Kentucky 

born and educated men who became le a d e rs  in  Ind iana,  I l l i n o i s ,  M issouri, 

Texas, and in  o th e r p a r ts  o f  th e  South and Southwest, a s  w ell as th e  f a r  

West* Lexington, an a r t i f i c i a l  tra d e  and in d u s t r ia l  c e n te r  developed on 

th e  in lan d  road between North and E a s t ,  and the  South and West (due to  

th e  r e s t r i c t e d  use o f  th e  M iss iss ip p i l i v e r  as  a tra d e  channel because 

o f  h o s t i l e  e o n tro l) ,  was doomed to  r e la t iv e  unimportance w ith  th e  opening 

o f th e  O hio-M iSsissippi l i v e r  channel* With th e  advent o f th e  steam boat, 

which could t r a v e l  upstream e f fe c t iv e ly ,  L ex ing ton 's  s tr a te g ic  geographical 

p o s itio n  was ended* These changes p laced  L o u isv ille  and C in c in n a ti in  a 

p o s itio n  where th ey  expanded very  ra p id ly . As th e se  c i t i e s  e s ta b lish e d  

m edieal schoo ls , they  began to  make in roads on the s tuden t body a t  Lexing­

ton* A continued lo s s  o f  m edical s tu d e n ts , th e  bulk of T ransy lvan ia’s 

s tuden t body, meant a  lo s s  o f p re s tig e  a t  T ransy lvan ia , where enrollm ents 

were g re a t ly  reduced* Such a  lo s s  o f p re s tig e  worked unfavorably toward 

th e  academic department and th e  law school, which a lso  began to  show dec lin e  

when th e  m edical sehool began to  re trench*  L exing ton 's  lo s s  o f  p re s tig e  

a s  an in d u s t r ia l  and business cen te r  r e s t r i c t e d  her continued expansion 

c u ltu ra lly *

(e) INADEQUATE "FEEDER" SCHOOLS, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE,—The founders o f  

both th e  seminary and the  u n iv e rs ity  may have s ta r te d  out in  th e  wrong 

d ire c tio n  by p lac ing  emphasis upon a co lleg e  o r  u n iv e rs ity , befo re  th e re  

were s u f f ic ie n t  grammar schools and p rep ara to ry  schools in  th e  s ta te ,  

which could fu rn ish  a co lleg e  or u n iv e rs ity  w ith boys, s u f f ic ie n t ly  mature 

and tra in e d  to  do co lleg e  work. Since the  c h a r te r  o f  1798 s p e c if ic a l ly
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mentioned a  p lu r a l  number o f grammar schoo ls , i t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t  th e  

founders had been aware o f t h i s  problem of "feeder" schools from th e  out­

s e t « However, no a d m in is tra tiv e  attem pt was made to  e s ta b lis h  o th e r  than  

one p rep ara to ry  sehool f o r  th e  u n iv e rsity *  In  th e  absence o f  any s a t i s ­

fa c to ry  system o f pub lic  schools under th e  Transylvania c h a r te r ,  no 

re g u la r  system o f pub lic  schools was attem pted se r io u s ly  p r io r  to  th e  

C iv i l  War, nor were p r iv a te  schools e i th e r  o f  a high q u a li ty  o r  ex tensive­

l y  developed throughout th e  s ta te *  This inadequacy o f "feeder"  schools 

made th e  expansion of Transylvania U n iversity  ve iy  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t im­

p o s s ib le , w ithout th e  expansion o f th e  p rep ara to ry  sehool system , e i th e r  

pub lic  o r  p riv a te*  Both the founders and th e  e a r ly  a d m in is tra to rs  must 

be c i te d  fo r  th i s  f a i lu r e  to  ta k e  a fa r - s ig h te d  view f o r  a  u n iv e rs ity  w ith  

§4«quate "feeder" schoo ls , in  p reference to  an immediate c o lle g e , doomed 

to  r e s t r i c t e d  p rop o rtio n s from th e  s ta r t*  Thus the  f a i lu r e  o f th e  academic 

department to  expand in to  a  s ig n if ic a n t  l i b e r a l  a r t s  co lleg e  i s  due alm ost 

d i r e c t ly  to  t h i s  cause* I t  must be remembered th a t  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l s tu ­

den ts  w ere, fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  from o u ts id e  th e  s ta te *

( f )  ESTABLISHMENT OF STBGNG COMPETING SCHOOLS *—-T ransylvania enjoyed 

th e  impetus o f  an e a r ly  s t a r t ,  but beginning as e a r ly  a s  1794, when th e  

P resb y te rian s  withdrew t h e i r  patronage and e s ta b lish e d  a  sep a ra te  school, 

Kentucky Academy, she was plagued by th e  m u ltip lic a tio n  o f denom inational 

sch o o ls . The P resb y te rian s , ag a in  d is s a t i s f ie d  in  1818 w ith th e  e le c tio n  

o f  an unorthodox clergyman as p re s id e n t, withdrew th e i r  support to  begin 

th e  estab lishm ent o f  a  permanent schoo l, C entre College* The B ap tis ts  

e s ta b lish e d  a co lleg e  in  Georgetown in  1829 and th e  D isc ip le s  o f  C h ris t
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opened Bacon College in  Georgetown in  1337* Sometime l a t e r  th e  M ethodists 

opened a school a t  Augusta. The Homan C ath o lics  had e a r ly  e s ta b lis h e d  a 

eo lleg e  a t  Bardstown, and m il i ta ry  schools abounded in  th e  s ta te ,  which 

had fu rn ished  many m il i ta ry  le a d e rs  in  th e  War o f 1312 and in  th e  Mexican 

War, a s  w ell as i n  the  C iv i l  War. As good schools were being e s ta b lish e d  

i n  th e  o th e r s ta te s  surrounding Kentucky, T ran sy lv an ia 's  reg io n a l ch a rac te r  

was being re tren ch ed . The expansion o f  co llag es  in  Kentucky was more ra p id  

than  th e  expansion of p repara to ry  schoo ls , which made th e  con d itio n  o f  a l ­

most a l l  th e  co lleg es  one o f  se rio u s  p ro p o rtio n s . Again each denomination 

was organ ised  on a  s ta te-w ide b a s is  and strong e f fo r ts  were made by each 

denomination to  keep i t s  own co llege  a c tiv e  and prosperous. When Transyl­

van ia  perm anently lo s t  th e  support o f  the  P re sb y te rian s , except fo r  th e  

sh o rt perio d  o f M ethodist c o n tro l, i t  had no la rg e  denomination working 

ex c lu s iv e ly  in  the  s ta te  to  support i t .  This lack  o f support in  such a 

h ig h ly  com petitive market fo r  s tu d en ts  proved insurm ountable. As a re ­

s u l t  T ransylvania dec lined  a number of tim es, th e  d ec lin e  o f 1349 being 

permanent except fo r  th e  reo rg an iza tio n  o f 1856,  which was follow ed by 

n e a r ly  two years  o f  prosperous o p e ra tio n .

(g) LACK OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM*—Numerous in s tan ce s  o f persecu tio n  fo r  

th e  holding of c e r ta in  view points appeared throughout t h i s  h is to ry .  Eev. 

James Welsh, p ro fesso r o f  anc ien t languages, was sub jec ted  to  a p u b lic  

t r i a l  because some s tu d en ts  accused him o f  speaking a g a in s t c e r ta in  de­

nom inational groups, and although c le a re d  o f th ese  eharges, he was asked 

to  re s ig n . Rev. James Moore spoke o f a "whispering* campaign a g a in s t 

because of h is  expressed view points upon r e l ig io n .  Rev. Harry Toulmin

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



was censored because o f  h is  re l ig io u s  b e l ie f s ,  and lev* James B ly the, th e  

P resb y te rian  s e c ta r ia n , was a ttack ed  in  th e  p ress  fo r  h i s  r e l ig io u s  be­

l ie f s *  Rev* Horace H olley may have re fu sed  to  reduce any of h is  addresses 

to  p r in t  a f t e r  th e  onslaught ag a in s t h is  address honoring T rustee James 

M orrison was pub lished  in  1823* A fte r th e  H olley perio d  th e re  seams to  

have been l i t t l e  evidence th a t  T ransylvania p ro fesso rs  d id  no t enjoy a 

measure o f  academic freedom*

Problems fo r  F u rth er Study

Two problems fo r  fu r th e r  study  a re  im plied in  th e  d e lim ita tio n  o f  

t h i s  study* Since th e  p re sen t in v e s tig a tio n  has beau lim ite d  to  th e  y ea rs  

1780 to  1865, a study o f th e  U n iversity  o f Kentucky from 1865 to  th e  pre­

sen t would complete th e  n a r ra tiv e  fo r  th e  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  in  Kentucky 

educational h is to ry *  A study of Transylvania College from 1865 to  th e  

p resen t would complete th e  t r i lo g y  o f  n a rra tiv e s*

In te n s iv e  h i s to r ic a l  s tu d ie s  showing each denom ination’s in flu en ce  

upon th e  development o f  highor education in  America would be useful*  Now 

th a t  th e  ch u rch -re la ted  c o lle g e 's  very ex istence  i s  being challenged  by a 

movement to  r e s t r i c t  fe d e ra l  a s s is ta n c e  to  p u b lic  c o lle g e s , th e  h i s to r i c a l  

background o f  t h i s  su b jec t might w ell p lace some o f the  p resen t day prob­

lems in  t h e i r  proper perspective*  An h i s to r ic a l  study of th e  denomina­

t io n a l  opposition  to  th e  s ta te  u n iv e rs i ty  movement in  the United S ta te s  

might c l a r i f y  t h i s  controversy  between s e c ta r ia n s  and s e c u la r is ts  on a 

nation-w ide basis*

Very l i t t l e  h i s to r i c a l  research  has been done in  th e  f i e l d  o f  prof

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



p ro fe ss io n a l h igher education . Numerous s tu d ie s  in  th e  f i e ld  o f p ro fes­

s io n a l  m edieal and le g a l  education a re  needed to  analyze th e  data  on th e se  

su b jec ts  in  keeping w ith  what i s  known about teach ers  co lleg es  and l i b e r a l  

a r t 8 c o lle g e s .
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Barbour, L. G. “The R e la tio n  of th e  P resb y te rian  Church to  Education 

in  Kentucky,” C entennial o f  P resby terian ism  In  Kentucky. 1783- 
1833. pp. 44-68• P a u is v il le :  C ourier-Jou rnal Job P r in tin g  C o.,
1333* Pp. ^3 .

Barkley, A rchibald  H. M iscellany.  Lexington: J .  M. Brynes C o.,
1924* Pp. 24©*

Barnard, Henry, E d ito r .  American Journal o f Education. H artfo rd , 
1855-1866® S ix teen  volumes.

Barnard, Henry, E d ito r .  ”Transylvania U n iv e rsity  and S ta te  Normal
Sehool, a t  Lexington, Kentucky,” The American Jo u rn a l o f  Edueation, 
3 (March, 1857), 217-19.

The B iographical Encyclopedia o f  Kentucky o f th e  Dead and L iv ing  Men 
o f  th e  N ineteenth Century.  C in c in n a ti: J .  M. Armstrong and C o.. 
1878. Pp. 792.

Bishop, Robert H. A H isto ry  o f th e  Church in  Kentucky fo r  F o rty
T ears . Containing th e  Memoirs o f  Reverend David R ice . Lexington: 
Thomas T . S k illa a n , 1324* Pp« lv  /  42©.

B ledsoe, J e s s e . An In tro d u c to ry  L ecture on th e  Study o f  th e  Lay. 
D elivered in  th e  Chapel o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  on Mendpy, 
November 4 , 1822. Lexington: Published by th e  Lav C lass ,
1822. Pp. 24.

Bodley, Temple, E d ito r . R ep rin ts  o f  L i t t o l l ' s  P o l i t i c a l  T ransactions 
in  and Concerning Kentucky and L e tte r  o f  George N icholas to  His 
F riend  in  V irg in ia ! L o u isv ille :  The F ilso n  Club, 1926. Pp. 
cxxxix /  172 .

B oling , W illiam  M. V aled ic to ry  Address to  th e  Graduating C lass o f  th e  
M edical Department. T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , a t  th e  Annual Com­
mencement, March 1 , 1850, Lexington: N. L . F in n e ll ,  185©. Pp.
20. .

Bowman, John B. ”A Sketch o f th e  H isto ry  o f  Kentucky U n iv e rs ity  and 
o f  Kentucky U n iv ersity  and o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , . . .  w ith  
Summaries o f the  Endowments, O ff ic e rs , C lasses , Alumni, F lan  o f  
O rgan isa tion , Courses o f  S tu d ie s , . . .  w ith  an, Appendix.” Un­
published  ty p ew ritten  m anuscrip t, 1875. Pp. 322.

ira d e n , A rth u r. ”T ransylvania, Mother o f  C o lleg es ,” Kentucky Sehool 
Jo u rn a l. 11 (January , 1933)# 10-11*
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Brook, Andrew T* American S ta te  U n iv e rs i t ie s .  T heir O rig in  and Progress* 

C incinnati*  Robert C larke and Co*, 1875* Pp. v i i i  /  41©*

Bruce, P h il ip  A* H isto ry  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  V irg in ia . 1819-1919.
New Yorks The Macmillan Co*, 192©* Five volumes*

Buchanan, Joseph* The Philosophy o f Human N ature* Richmond, Kentucky* 
Published by the au th o r, 1812* Pp* 314*

"Buchanan M anuscripts" (Transylvania C ollege)*

B u tle r , Mann* A H isto ry  o f  th e  Commonwealth o f Kentucky* L o u isv ille : 
Published by the  au th o r, 1834* Pp* x i  /  396*

B u tts , R* Freeman* The College ©hearts I t s  Course. H is to r ic a l  Concep­
t io n s  and Current Proposals* Hew York: McGraw-Hill Book Co*,
1939* Pp* 464*

C aldw ell, Charles* Autobiography o f Charles C aldw ell, w ith a P re face , 
N otes, and Appendix, by H a rrio t W* Warner* P h ilad e lp h ia : L ip - 
p in c o tt ,  Grambo, and C o., 1855* Pp* v i i i  /  454* A catalogue o f  
Caldwell*s p u b lio a tio n s  i s  found on pp* 429-36, covering published  
books, pam phlets, p e r io d ic a l a r t i c l e s ,  and speeches*

C aldw ell, Charles* Correspondence between Dr* Charles Caldw ell o f  th e  
M edical School o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , and Dr* James Fishback. 
P asto r o f th e  F i r s t  B ap tis t Church o f  Lexington* Lexington * Tran­
sy lvan ia  u n iv e rs i ty , 1826* Pp* 31.

C aldw ell, Charles* A D iscourse on the Genius and C haracter o f  th e  Rev* 
Horace H olley . LL«D*. Late P resid en t o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , 
w ith  an Appendix Containing Copious Notes B iographical and I l l u s ­
t r a t i v e .  Boston: H i l l ia r d ,  Gray, L i t t l e ,  and W ilk ins, 1828* Pp* 
v i i i  /  294.

C aldw ell, Charles* An Inaugural Address on the Advantages and F a c i l i t i e s  
o f  E s ta b lish in g  a M edieal Sehool in  th e  W estern S ta tes*  D elivered 
in  th e  Episcopal Church in  Lexington on th e  18th Day o f November, 
1819* Lexington: Thomas Smith a t  th e  R eporter O ffic e , 1819* Pp. 
28*

C aldw ell, Charles* An In tro d u c to ry  Address. Intended as a Defense o f 
th e  M edical P ro fession  a g a in s t th e  Charge o f  I r r e l ig io n  and In ­
f id e l i t y ,  w ith  Thoughts on th e  Truth and Importance o f N atu ra l 
Religion* D elivered November 2 , 1824* Lexington: T ransylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , 1826* Pp. 32*
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Caldw ell, Charles* A Report Made to  th e  L e g is la tu re  o f Kentucky on th e  
M edical Department. T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . February 15* 1836* 
Lexington: J .  C larke and Co*, 1836* Pp. 34*

Caldw ell, Charles* Thoughts on th e  Im polity  o f M ultip ly ing  Schools o f 
M edicine. Lexington: Lexington M edical S o c ie ty , 1834* Pp* 35*

Calendar o f  th e  Kentucky Papers o f th e  Draper C o llec tio n  o f  M anuscripts. 
Madison: W isconsin S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , 1925* Pp. 624* 
(Prepared by Mable C. Weaks).

C a ll , R ichard S . The L ife  and W ritings o f R afinesaue. L o u isv ille :
The F ilso n  Club, 1895. Pp. x i i  f  227.

C a lv e r t, W illiam  Jo ”The H isto ry  o f th e  M edical departm ent o f Tran­
sy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity  and I t s  F a c u lty ,” Johns Hopkins H o sp ita l Bul­
l e t i n s .  101 and 102 (August and September, 1899), (R ep rin t) , pp.
15.

Catalogue o f  th e  Law Department. T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1832* Pp. 4* 
Appendix No. 2 o f  Mayes. Daniel* An In tro d u c to ry  L ec tu re . D elivered 
to  th e  Law C lass o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , November 5 , 1832* 
Lexington, Kentucky: H. Savary and Co., I 832. Pp* 32 .

A Catalogue o f th e  O ffice rs  and S tudents o f Bacon C ollege. Georgetown. 
Kentucky fo r  th e  Academical Y ear. 1837-8. Lexington: J* C. Noble. 
P r in te r ,  1838* Pp* 24*

Catalogues o f  the  O ffice rs  and S tudents o f Kentucky U n iv e rs ity . 1859- 
1868* Ten volumes* P lace o f  p u b lic a tio n  v a r ie s ,  Kentucky Univer­
s i t y  p u b lish e r , t o t a l  pages fo r  each volume vary  from th ir ty - tw o  
to  104 pages.

Catalogues of the Officers and Students of the Medieal Department. Tran­
sylvania University* Lexington: The University. 1827 - 18S6.
T it le  v a ries*  T o ta l pages u su a lly  number e ig h t o r s ix te e n . (Univer­
s i t y  o f  Kentucky and Harvard U n iv e rs ity ) .

Catalogues o f  the  O ffice rs  and S tudents o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity .
Lexington: The U n iv e rs ity , 1821*1855* T i t l e  v a r ie s .  T o ta l pages 
u su a lly  number s ix te e n . These catalogues a re  v ery  ra re*  Some 
copies were found in  Harvard U n iv e rs ity , Boston P ublie  L ib ra ry ,
New Tork Public L ib ra ry , C in c in n a ti P ublic  L ib ra ry , L o u isv ille  
Free P ub lie  L ib ra ry , Lexington P ublie  L ib ra ry , Ohio S ta te  H is to r i­
c a l  S o e ie ty , U n iv e rsity  o f Kentucky, and Transylvania College*

A Century o f  Education in  Kentucky. 1838-1938* F ran k fo rt: S ta te  De-
imrtment o f  E d u c tio n , 1938* Pp. 127.
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The C harter and th e  Other A cts o f  th e  le g is la tu r e  R ela tin g  to  Kentucky 

U n iv ers ity  to g e th e r w ith th e  S ta tu te s  and Laws. aa Revised and 
Adopted by th e  Board o f  C urato rs. Ju ly  12. 1866. To Which i s  
Appended an H is to r ic a l  Sketch of th e  U niversity* Lexington: The 
U niversity*  1366* Pp* 44*

C lark , Thomas D* "H isto ry  o f  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Kentucky." Unpublished 
m anuserip t, U n iv ersity  o f  Kentucky, undated* Pp* 10*

C o it, Thomas W« An Inaugural Address D elivered in  th e  Chapel o f  Morrison 
C ollege. November 2 , 1835* Lexington: Clarke and Go*, 1835* Pp* 
38 .

C ole, S tew art G. L ib e ra l Education in  a Democracy. A C harter fo r  the  
American College* New Tork: Harper and B rothers P u b lish e rs ,
1940* Pp* v i i i  /  3©9*

Coleman, John W*, J r .  S lavery Times in  Kentucky* Chapel H i l l :  The 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  North C arolina P re ss , 1940. Pp* x iv  /  351*

C o llin s , Lewis* H is to r ic a l  Sketches o f Kentucky* M aysv ille , Kentucky: 
Published by th e  A uthor, 1847. Pp* x v i /  560*

C o llin s , Lewis, and C o llin s , R* H* H isto ry  o f Kentucky* Covington, 
Kentucky: C o llin s  and C o., 1374* Two volumes*

Commonwealth. 1833-1865 (F ran k fo rt, Kentucky).

Communication from Commissioners o f  th e  Kentucky Conference to  th e
L eg is la tu re  o f  Kentucky in  Reply to  a Memorial from th e  T rustees 
o f  Augusta C ollege* Lexington: Observer and R eporter P r in te r s ,  
1343* ^P* 20.

C o n d itt, Marion U* "P resb y te rian  In fluence  on Kentucky Colleges**
Unpublished M aster’s th e s i s ,  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Kentucky, 1917* Pp* 30*

Cooke, John £« ’'Answers to  questions posed by Lunsford P i t t s  la n d e l l ,  
Lexington, Kentucky, March 23, 1837*"

"Cooke, John E« to  Robert W ig k liffe , Chairman o f the  Board, o f  T rustees 
o f Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , l e t t e r  dated  Lexington, Kentucky,
March 28, 1837."

Cooke, John £• and S h o rt, C harles W*, E dito rs*  The Trangyl-g*^* Jou rna l 
o f  Medicine and the  A ssociate  S ciences* Lexington: Joseph G. 
Norwood, 1328-1340* Twelve volumes*

C o u lte r, 1* Merton* The C iv il  War and Readjustment in  Kentucky* Chapel 
H i l l :  The U n iv ersity  o f  North C arolina P re ss , 1926. Pp. v i i i  /  
463.
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C o u lte r , E . M erton, College L ife  in  th e  Old South,  New York: The

Macmillan C o., 192®, Pp, ix  /  38I .

Crimson Rambler. 26 (A pril 3 , 1930), 1 -8 , (Sesqui-C entennial E d it io n ) . 
Contains many s to r ie s  about T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity ,

C ross, James G« An Inaugural D iscourse on th e  Value o f  Time, and th e  
Importance o f  Study to  th e  P hysic ian .  Lexington: F in n e ll and
Zimmerman, P r in te r s ,  1837. Pp. 34,

C ro ss f ie ld , R. H. “Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,"  Southern School Jo u rn a l.
21 (January, 191©), 1-4*

Gubberley, ElAoodd. P . Public Education in  the  U nited S ta te s . Boston: 
Houghton M iff lin  Go,,  1934. Pp. x v i i i  782.

Gubberley, Elwood P . Headings in  Publie Education the  U nited  S ta te s .
A C o llec tio n  o f Sources and Headings to  I l l u s t r a t e  the  H is to ry  
o f  E ducational P ra c tic e  and P rpgress in  th e  U nited S ta te s .  Boston: 
Houghton M iff lin  C o., 1934* Pp. x v i i i  /  534,

D aily  Democrat. 1857-1865 (L o u isv il le ) .

D aily  Jo u rn a l. 1857-1864 (L o u isv il le ) .

Davidson, R obert, H isto ry  o f the  P re sb y te rian  Chureh in  Kentucky.  New 
York: Robert C arte r C o., 1847* Pp. v i i i  /  3^8 .

Davenport, F . G arvin. Ante-Bellum Kentucky. A S o c ia l H is to ry . 1800-1860. 
Oxford, Ohio: The M ississ ip p i V alley  P re ss , 1943. Pp. x v i i i  /  238.

Davidson, R obert. A V indication  o f  College Endowments. An Inapgural 
Address D elivered in  th e  Chapel o f  M orrison C ollege, November 2 ,
184©* Lexington: T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , 1841. Pp. 28 .

D avis, Sheldon E. E ducational P e r io d ic a ls  Daring the  N ineteenth Century.  
B u lle tin  NqI  28, Department o f th e  I n te r io r ,  Bureau o f E ducation, 
Washington: Government P r in tin g  © ffiee , 1919. Pp, 416,

Delcamp, E . W* “T ransy lvan ia , The P ioneer College of the  W estern Wilder** 
n e s s ,“ Kentucky P rogress Magazine. 2® (A p ril, 193®), H - 20 ,  48 ,

Delcamp, Mary E . “The E a rly  L ife  o f  Lexington befo re  th e  Year 182©.“ 
Unpublished M aster’ s th e s i s ,  T ransylvania C ollege, 1916. Pp.
156.

“ ’D eposition o f  Madison G. Johnson,' C ity  o f  Lexington v .  Kentucky
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U n iv e rs ity , P ayette  C irc u it Court (Kentucky), f i l e  1717, May 12,
1874*"

D exter, F ran k lin  B* B iographical Sketches o f  th e  Graduates o f Yale 
C ollege, w ith  A n n a l e o f t h e  College H is to ry . Vol*. V (Ju n e ,1 7 9 2 -  
Septamber, 1805)* New York: Harper and Co., 1911*

Drake, D an iel. An Appeal to  th e  J u s tic e  o f th e  I n te l l ig e n t  and R espectable 
People o f Lexington* C in c in n a ti: Looker. Reynolds and C o.. P r in te r s .  
1818* Pp* 23*

Drake, Daniel* An Inaugural D iscourse on Medical Education. D elivered  a t  
th e  Opening o f  th e  M edical College o f  Ohio, in  C in c in n a ti, Novem­
b e r 11 th , 1820* C in c in n a ti: Looker, Palmer and Reynolds, 1820*
Pp. 31.

Drake, D an ie l. (An) In tro d u c to ry  Lecture on th e  N ecessity  and Value 
o f P ro fe ss io n a l In d u s try . D elivered in  th e  Chapel o f  T ransylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , November 7 , 1823* Lexington: W illiam  Tanner,
P r in te r ,  1823. Pp* 9 .

Drake, D an ie l. A N arra tive  o f th e  R ise and F a l l  o f th e  M edical College 
o f Ohio.  C in c in n a ti: Looker and Reynolds, P r in te r s ,  1822. Pp.
42.

Drake, D an iel. P ioneer L ife  in  Kentucky. A S e rie s  o f R em iniscential 
L e tte r s  from D aniel Drake o f  C incinnati to  His Children} Con­
ta in in g  a B iographical Sketch by His Son* C in c in n a ti: The Robert 
C larke and C o., 1870. Pp. l i v  ^  263.  (B iographical Sketch, PP. 
ix  -  l iv )*

Drake, D an ie l. P ra c t ic a l  Essays on M edical Education, and the  M edical 
P ro fess io n , in  th e  U nited S ta te s .  C in c in n a ti: Roff and Young,
1832. Pp. 104.

Drake, D an iel. Remarks on th e  Importance o f Promoting L ite ra ry  and 
S o c ia l Concert in  th e  V alley  o f  th e  M iss is s ip p i, as a Means o f 
E leva ting  I t s  C haracter, and P erp etu a tin g  th e  Union.  D elivered  
in  th e  Chapel o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , to  th e  L ite ra ry  Con­
vention  of Kentucky, November 8 , I 833 .  L o u isv ille :  Published  
by Members o f the Convention, a t  th e  O ffice  o f th e  L o u isv ille  
H erald , 1833* Pp. 26.

Drake, D an ie l. A Second Appeal to  th e  J u s t ic e  o f  the  I n te l l ig e n t  and 
Respectable People o f  Lexington.  C in c in n a ti: Looker. Reynolds 
and Co., P r in te r s ,  1818. Pp. 34.
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"Drake M anuscripts* (Ohio S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , C in c in n a ti)*

"Draper M anuscripts* (Wisconsin S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , Madison), 
th ir ty - tw o  (hound) volumes.

Dudley, Benjamin W. To Dr* Drake# Signed a t  end: B. W. Dudley, 
Lexington, , I .  Septeanber 25, IS IS .

Dudley, E th e lb e r t L .,  E d ito r*  T ra n p lv a n ia  M edical Journal (Under th e  
superv ision  o f  th e  Transylvania F acu lty  o f M edicine.) Lexington: 
Observer and R eporter, 1849-1853. Pour volumes.

Dudley, E th e lb e rt L . V aled ictory  Address to  th e  M edical C lass o f 
T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . l t t .9 .  Lexington: Published by the  
M edical C la ss , 1349* Pp. 15*

"B a rre tt M anuscripts* (U n iv ers ity  o f Chicago).

E ag le . 1825*1865 (M aysville, Kentucky).

Eckley, Joseph. A.gqggon M f c a a f l
Hfigae* M U flg  to  OhurckjM idSociety in
H o llis  S t r e e t .  Boston* March 8 .  1809* Boston: 1 8 0 9 . :

Edwards, Dorothy T* "A H is to ry  o f  T ransylvania College from 1865** 
1940.* Unpublished Master* s  th e s i s ,  U n iv e rsity  ®f Kentucky,
1939. Pp* 146.

E x tra c ts  from a U n ita ria n  Catoohlsm Reviaed. Amended* .and Considerably 
Enlarged from a la to  E d itio n , and E sp ec ia lly  Intended
fo r  th e  In s tru c tio n  o f  Those Mho Wish to  P u rify  th e  M orals, and 
E x a lt th e  L ite ra ry  Bank o f  C o lleges, C h r is t ia n i ty ,  E t c . ,  E tc . 
E lu th e ro p o lis . P r in te d  and Sold a t  the S ign o f L ib e rty  S tran g lin g  
B igo try , 1824. Pp. 32.

Guardian o f  Freedom. 1796-1805 (F ran k fo rt, Kentucky).

Faulkner, Harold, U. American Economic H is to ry .  New York and London: 
Harper and B ro thers P u b lish e rs , 1 9 3 5 .  Pp. x v i /  816.

Fishback, James. The Philosophy o f  th e  Human Mind, in  Respect to  
R e lig io n ; o r ,  A Demonstration from th e  N ecessity  o f Things That 
R elig ion  Entered  th e  World by R ev e la tio n . Lexington: Published 
by th e  A uthor, 1813. Pp. 3O6 .

F ishback, James. The Substance o f  a  D iscourse, in  Two P a r ts ,  D elivered  
in  th e  Meeting House o f  th e  F i r s t  B a p tis t Church in  Lexington,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



m
February 3 , 1822* To th e  Class o f the Medical School o f Tran* 
sylvania U niversity, Lexington: Transylvania U niversity, 1822*
Pp. 35 .

F itz p a tr ic k ,  T. J .  R afinesauc. A Sketch o f His L ife  w ith  B ib liogra­
phy,  De Moines: The H is to r ic a l  Department o f  Io n a , 1911. Pp.
241.

H i n t ,  Timothy* The H is to ry  and Geography o f  th e  Miss is s ip p i  V alley , 
C in c in n a ti: E , H, F l in t  and L . R. L inco ln , 1 8 3 2 . Two volumes,

F l i n t ,  Timothy, R eco llec tio n s  o f  th e  l a s t  Ten Y ears. Passed in
Occasional Residences and  Jow neyings in  th e  T a l le y  o f  th e  M issis*  
s ip p i ,  Boston: Cummings, H i l l ia r d ,  and C o,, 1 8 2 6 , Pp,  395,

F o e rs te r ,  Herman, The A m ericanist a te  U n iv e rs ity ,  Chapel H i l l :  Uni* 
v e r s i ty  o f  Worth C arolina P re s s , 1937. Pp. 287.

Foote, W. H. Sketches o f  V irg in ia , H is to r ic a l  and B iograph ical, 
P h ilad e lp h ia : W illiam  S , M artian , I 85G-55. T w o  volumes,

F ray se r, Benjamin H, "Kappa Lambda, th e  F i r s t  P ro fe ss io n a l Fra*
t e r n i t y , " B an ta 's  Greek Exchange. A P anhellen ic  Jo u rn a l Published 
in  th e  I n te r e s t  o f  th e  College F ra te rn i ty  World, 23 (O ctober,
1935), 334-37. This a r t i c l e  d esc rib es  th e  founding o f  Kappa 
Lambda a t  T ransylvania U n iv e rsity  in  I 8O3 by D r. Samuel Brown, 
a m edical professor*

"G eneral S ub jects  Book, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lexington, KentuelQr, 
November 1 , 1799—February 16, 1843*" ( l )  Index o f  Accounts from
Hovember 1 , 1799—A p ril 6 ,  1808* Pp, 21; ( 2) Accounts from 
November 1 , 1799 to  A p ril 6 ,  1808. Pp. 24; (3) Accounts o f Books 
Borrowed from January 21, I 835 to  November 18, 1839, Pp. 40;
(4 ) Jo u rn a l o f Board o f In s tru c tio n  o f M orrison College a s  Organized 
November 8 ,  1842 under th e  U nited Patronage o f the  General and 
Kentucky Annual Conferences o f  th e  M ethodist E piscopal Church 
Includ ing  M inutes of th e  L ite ra ry  D iv isio n  o f  th e  F acu lty  from 
November 8,  1842 to  February 16, 1843* Pp. 11.

Green, Lewis W. Address D elivered  a t  th e  Inauguration  o f  Reverend 
Lewis W. Green, P .P . ,  a s P resid en t o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rsity  
and S ta te  Normal School. November JL8, 1856. F ran k fo rt: A* G, 
Hodges, P r in te r ,  1856, Pp. 40 ,

G reen fie ld , E s th e r . "Reverend James Moore." Unpublished M aster'  s  
th e s i s ,  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Kentucky, 1932. Pp. 91.
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G ross, Samuel D. Autobiography.  Philadelphia*  George B a rr ie , 1877*
Two volumes*

Gross, Samuel 1* Biographical Sketch o f Charles Wilkins Short. M.D* 
Philadelphia * C ollin s, P rinter, 1865 .  Pp. 31.

Gross, Samuel B« A Discourse on the L ife and Services of Daniel Drake. 
M.D*. Delivered by Request, before the Faculty and Medical Stud.«nts 
o f the University of L o u isv ille , January 27, 1853* L ouisville*  
Printed at the O ffice o f the L ou isv ille  Journal, 1853* Pp* 92.

H alsey, LeBey J .  Memoir o f  th e  L ife  and C haracter o f  Rev. Lewis Warner 
Green. P .P . .  w ith a  S e lec tio n  from His Sermons. New fo rk :  Charles
S cribner and Co*, 1871. Pp* x i  /  491.

H am lett, B arksdale. H is to ry  o f Education in  Kentucky. F ran k fo rt:
S ta te  Jo u rn a l P r in tin g  Co.,  1914* Pp. iv  /  330.

Hening, W illiam W*, E d ito r .  The S ta tu te s  a t  Large: Being a  C o llec tio n  
o f  AH th e  Laws o f  V irg in ia . Richmond: George Cochran, 1810-23. 
T h irteen  volumes.

H enkle, Moses M. The L ife  o f Henry Bidleman Bascom. D.D*. LL.D*. Late 
Bishop o f  th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church, South. L o u is v ille :  
Morton and Griswold, 1854* Pp. x  /  408.

Henkle, Moses M. The Moral D ign ity  and General Claims o f A g ric u ltu ra l 
Science: An Address D elivered in  the  Chapel o f T ransylvania 
U n iv e rs ity  a t  th e  Commencement o f  M orrison C ollege, Ju ly  18, 1843. 
F ran k fo rt: Hodges, Todd and P ru e tt ,  P r in te r s ,  1843. Pp* 15*

Henry, Edward A. "The D u rre tt C o llec tio n , Now in  th e  L ib rary  o f  the  
U n iv e rsity  o f  Chicago* I .  I t s  Newspapers," The Papers o f  the 
B ib lio g rap h ica l S ocie ty  o f America. 8 (January , 1914), 57-94.

"H isto ric  Transylvania C ollege, O ldest I n s t i tu t io n  o f  Higher Learning 
West o f  A lleghan ies,"  Kentucky P rogress Magazine. 3 (June, 1931), 
3©*

Hix, C larence E . ,  J r .  "The C o n flic t between P resbyterian ism  and Free* 
Thought in  th e  South, 1776-1838.* Unpublished D o cto r 's  th e s i s ,  
U n iv e rsity  o f Chicago, 1937. Pp. i i  /  171*

H ockett, Homer C. P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l Growth o f the American People. 
1492-1865.  New York: The Macmillan Co., 1940* Pp* x x i /  8&1.
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H olley , Horae* • A D iscourse Oecaaioned by th e  Death o f G ol. James

M orrison. D elivered in  th e  Episcopal Church, te x in g to n , Kentucky, 
May 19, 1823* LeadLngtont James B radford, 1823* Pp* 37*

H olley , Horace* "On Education in  th e  W estern S ta te s ,* W estern 
Review. 2 (March, 1819), 257-65*

H olley , Horace* "Mr. Clay and Colonel Meade," published  in  John ¥ •
Townsend's Kentucky in  American L e tte r s .  17SA-1912.  Cedar R apids, 
Iowa: The Torch P re ss , 1913* Two volumes. (T e l. I ,  pp . 53-6)*

H olley , Horace* "Prospectus o f  A College Hear Hew O rleans f o r  a  Com­
p le te  Course o f  Academical In s tru c t io n  in  th e  Languages and 
S ciences, w ith  an E sp ec ia l P ro v is io n  f o r  P hysica l E ducation ," 

in  C harles C a ld w e ll's  A D iscourse on th e  Genius and 
C haracter o f  th e  Rev* Horace H d le r .  LL.D.  Boston* H i l l ia r d .
Cray, L i t t l e ,  and W ilk ins, 1828* Pp. v i i i  /  294* (Pp* 276-82)*

H olley , Horace* "Review o f  'A C ontrast between Calvinism  and Hop- 
k insian iem , by th e  Rev* Ezra S t i l e s  S ly , A*M*, S ta te d  P reacher 
in  the  H o sp ita l and Almshouse i n  th e  C ity  o f  Hew York, Hew York.
S . W hiting and Co. 1811*'" A, C eneral R epository  and Review. 
(Published  by W illiam H il l ia rd ,  Cambridge, M ass.) 3 (November, 
1813), 324-78*

H olley , Horace* "Sermons i n  th e  Chapel o f  T ransylvania H n iv e rs ity  
Commenced on Sunday, May 30,  1819." (O utline form .) Pp. 96* 
T h irteen  sermons, th e  l a s t  one da ted  June 25, 1820, a re  included , 
w ith the  su b jec t "H atural R e lig io n ,"  predom inating.

"H olley M anuscripts" (Transylvania College)*

H orine, to a s t  F . "D aniel Drake and His C ontribu tions to  E ducation ," 
B ib lio g rap h ica l S ociety  o f America. P apers. (P o rtlan d , Me. ) ,  34 
(Fourth Quarter, 196®)* 303-314*

H orine, to a s t  F* "A H is to ry  o f  th e  L o u isv ille  M edical I n s t i t u t e ,"
The F ilso n  Club H is to r ic a l  Q u arte rly . 7 (Ju ly , 1933), 133-47.

Howard, Boyd D. "The O rig ins o f  Higher Education in  th e  S ta te  o f  Ken­
tu cky ."  Unpublished D o cto r 's  d is s e r ta t io n ,  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Cincin­
n a t i ,  1940. Pp. v i /  199.

H utchins, ^ o b ert M. The Higher Learning in  America.  Hew Havens Yale 
U n iv e rs ity  P re ss , 1936. Pp. 119*

Jackson, John T* "E arly  Kentucky A rch itec tu re*" Unpublished B ach e lo r's

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



343

t h e s i s ,  U n iv e rsity  o f  Kentucky, 1932* Two volumes*

J e ffe rso n , Thomas* W ritings (E dited  by Andrew A. Lipscomb). Washing­
to n , D. C .: The Thomas Je ffe rso n  Memorial A ssocia tion , 1903*
Twenty volumes*

Johnson, A llen and Malone, Dumas, E d ito rs . D ictionary  o f  American
Biography* New York: C harles S crib n er1s Sons, 1928-1937* Twenty 
volumes and Index*

Johnson, Thomas C*, J r .  S c ie n tif ic  I n te r e s ts  in  the  Old South* New 
York: D. Appleton-Century Co., 1936* Pp* v i i  /  217*

Jo u rn a ls  o f  the House o f  D elegates (V irg in ia ) , 1780-1792. N ineteen 
'veismes*

Jou rnals o f the Nouse o f  R epresen ta tives (Kentucky), 1792-1866* Seventy- 
four volumes*

Jo u rn a ls  o f  th e  Senate (Kentucky), 1792-1866* Seventy-three volumes.

Jo u rn a ls  of th e  Senate (V irg in ia ) , 1780-1792. N ineteen volumes*

Judd, Romie D. "The E ducational C on tribu tions o f  Horace H o lley .n 
Unpublished Doctor*s d is s e r ta t io n ,  George Peabody College fo r  
Teachers (N ash v ille , Tennessee), 1936. Pp. 157*

J u e ttn e r ,  Otto* D aniel Drake and His Follow ers. 1785-1909. H is to r ic a l  
and B iographical Sketches* C in c in n a ti: Harvey P ublish ing  Co..
1^09. Pp. 496.

"Kappa Lambda, Minutes o f Meetings o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , February 
2 , 1803| October 5* 1803; October 19, 1803,"

Kent# R. A. Higher Education in  America* Columbus: Ginn and C o.,
1930. Pp. 690.

Kentucky G azette . 1787-1860 (Lexington).

Kentucky Palladium . 1799-1816 (F ran k fo rt, Kentucky),

Kentucky R eporter. 1808-1832 (Lexington).

Kentucky S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S ocie ty  R e g is te r . 1-45 (1903-47).

The Kentucky Statesm an. 1849-1861 (Lexington).

Kentucky W riters* P ro jec t o f  the Work P ro je c ts  A dm inistration* A Centen­
n i a l  H is to ry  o f  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  L ouisy tT U * L o u isv ille :
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U n iv e rs ity  o f  L o u is v ille , 1939* Pp. x iv  /  301*

K err, Charles* "An Address D elivered a t  Lexington, Kentucky, June 4 , 
193®, on th e  Occasion o f  th e  Sesqui-C entennial o f  T ransylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , 1780-1930** Unpublished ty p ew ritten  m anuscript, 
U n iv e rsity  o f  Kentucky, 193©* Pp* 8*

K err, C h arles , E ditor*  His to ry  o f Kentucky (by W* E* Connelly and 
E* U* C oulter)*  Heir fo rk :  American H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , 1922*
Five volumes*

K err, C harles# E8Trao*ylvania U n iv e rs i ty 's  Law Department,* Americana. 
The Q uarterly  Magazine o f The American, H is to r ic a l  S o e ie ty . 11 
(January , l 9 3 t ) , 1-4®* ^

Law Department o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . Lexington. Kentucky. 1891* 
..Lexington: P rin ted  a t  th e  O ffice  o f th e  Observer and R eporter,
1851* Pp* 8*

Laws o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity . August. 1829* Lexington: The Univer­
s i t y ,  1829* Pp. 12#

Laws o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity . 1818. Lexington: Worsley and Sm ith, 
1818* Pp* 21*

Leake, Chauneey. "What Was Kappa Lambda?" Annals o f  M edical H is to ry * 
Hew Xork: Harper and B ro th ers , 1924* Pp* 371-89*

"L ec tu res , O ra tio n s, and Memoirs, a Bound Volume Containing M edical 
L ectures by Doctors Dudley, M ite h e ll, X andell, and s h o r t ,  Lexing­
to n , Kentucky, undated**

Levine, H*, E d ito r*  The Lawyers and Lawmakers o f  Kentucky* Chicago: 
The Lewis P ub lish ing  C o., 1897* Pp. iv  f  777*

Lewis, A lvin F . H is to ry  o f Higher Education in  Kentucky.  U* S*
Bureau o f  Education, C ircu la r  o f  In fo rm atio n , No* 3* W ashington: 
Government P r in tin g  O ffic e , 1899* Pp* 350.

Lexington Observer and Kentucky ^Reporter. I 832- I 838 .

Lexington Observer and R eporter. 1840-1865*

Lexington P ub lic  A d v ertise r . 1820-1825*

Ligon, M* E* "A H isto ry  o f  P ub lic  Education in  Kentucky," Bureau o f  
School Serv ice  B u lle t in . 14 (A p ril, 1942), 1-366*
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Literary Cadet and Cheap C ity A dvertiser. 1819-1820 (C incinnati)»

L i t t e l l ,  W illiam , E dito r#  The S ta tu te  Law o f  Kentucky.  F ran k fo rt: 
W illiam  H unter, 1809-1^19. Five Volumes.

L oring , James S . The Hundred Boston O rato rs Appointed by th e  M unicipal 
A u th o ritie s  and O ther Public Bodies* from 1770-1852.  Second 
E d itio n . a js to n : l i t t l e ,  Brown and C o., 1853* Pp, 346*

L o u isv ille  Foeua. 1826-1829*

L o u isv ille  P ub lic  A dvertiser* 1819-1828,

Longer, Henry J ,  "A Catalogue o f  The Unbound Documents o f Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , 1783-1851." Unpublished M aste r 's  t h e s i s ,  T ransylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , 1911* Pp* 191*

"L yle, John, The D iary o f"  (U n iversity  o f Chicago) •

Iymn, Harry R* "Henry Clay and T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity .11 Unpublished 
M aste r 's  th e s i s ,  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Kentucky, 1930, Pp, 55*

M ansfield , Edward D, Memoirs o f  th e  L ife  an d S e rv ic e s  o f D aniel Brake* 
M.D.. P h y sic ian , Erofosipr. "sumd. vrfJtS Seme •Wetioes o f  th e
E arly  Settlem ent o f  C in c in n a ti and Heme o f I t s  P ioneer C itiz e n s , 
C inc innati j Applegate and C o,, 1855* Pp* x  /  408,

M arshall, Huayphrey, H is to ry  o f Kentucky* Vol. I ,  F i r s t  E d itio n ,
F ran k fo rt: Henry C o r e ,1812, P p , 4 7 4 .  Two volumes proposed b a t 
only  one published ,

M arshall, Humphrey, The H is to ry  o f  Kentueky* Second E d itio n , Frank­
f o r t :  A, G, Hodges, 1824* Two volumes,

M arsh a ll, Thomas F , "Address E ulog ising  R ichard H, Menefee in  1841 
befo re  th e  Law S o c ie ty  o f T ransy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity ,"  published  in  
John W* Townsend's t o t u c k y f o  Vol. 1 ,
pp. 123-35* E d ited  by John W. TownseiUf# Cedar R apids, Iowa: The 
Torch P re s s , 1913*

"M atricu la tio n s , Records o f ,  M edical Department, T ransylvania Univer­
s i t y ,  Lexington, Kentucky, 1843*4 to  1858-9 (October 4 , 1843—  
February 7 , 1859)." Pp, 82.

"M atricu la tio n s , Records o f ,  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lexington, Ken­
tucky , 1819-20 to  1842*3 in c lu s iv e ,"  Pp. 300.
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Matthews, Br&ndea. A H is to ry  o f Colombia U n iv e rs ity . 175JL -  1901.
Mew York: The Columbia U n iv e rsity  P re s s , 1904* Pp* x i i i  f  493*

Mayes, Daniel* An In tro d u c to ry  L ec tu re . D elivered to  th e  law G lass 
o f  T ransylvania u n iv e rs ity ,N o v « a b e r  5 , 1832* Lexington: H* 
Savary and C o., 1832. Pp* 32*

McAfee, Robert B. "The L ife  and T ines o f  Robert B* McAfee," £ 93.  
tuetar S ta te  H is to r ic a l  S ocie ty  R e g is te r . 25 (Third  Q uarter,
1927), 324-79*

McCormack, J .  H* Some o f  th e  M edical P ioneers o f  Kentucky.  Bowling 
Green, Kentucky: Kentucky S ta te  M edical A sso c ia tio n , 1917* Pp* 
173* Good b iographies o f  a l l  th e  m edical p ro fesso rs  a t  T ransyl­
vania a re  contained , in  t h i s  volume*

McElroy, Robert M, Kentucky in  th e  N a tio n 's  H is to ry * Mew York:
M offat, Yard and Co*, 1909* Pp* 589*

McFarland, John* The l i t e r a r y  Pam phleteer. C ontaining: Some Obser­
v a tio n s  o f  th e  Best Mode o f  Promoting th e  Cause ©f l i t e r a t u r e  in  
th e  S ta te  o f  Kentucky; and a  Review o f  th e  l a t e  A dm inistration  o f  
T ransylvania U niversity* Humbly addressed to  th e  C itiz en s  and 
le g is la tu r e  o f Kentucky* By th e  E ditor*  P a r is ,  Kentucky: Lyle 
and Kenton, 1823* S ix  undated numbers, appeared during th e  
period  December, 1823, to  March, 1824*

"McMurtry, John v . T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , F ay ette  C irc u it  
Court (Kentucky), f i l e  996, June 2 , 1&*1«"

McQuary, Rodney L* "Doctor James Blythe (1765-1842) *• Unpublished 
m anuscrip t, College o f th e  B ible (Lexington, Kentucky),  undated*

M edical H is to r ic a l  Research P ro jec t o f  th e  Work P ro je c ts  A dm inistration  
f ° r  th e  Gommonwealth o f  Kentucky. Medicine and ^ D e v e lo p m e n t in  
Kentucky* L o u isv ille : The Standard P r in tin g  C o., 1940* Pp* x v i /

Mileham, Hazel B* "H isto ry  o f  Higher Education of th e  M ethodist Church 
in  th e  U nited S ta te s  from 1820-1844** Unpublished M aste r 's  th e s is ,  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago, 1926* Pp* 86*

"Minutes o f  th e  Board o f  C urators o f  Kentucky U n iv ers ity , H arrodshurg,

M aeCalla, W illiam
C h illic o th e

L* Case o f  ̂ MaeCalla a g a in s t / "James 1  B lvthe, 
.Ohio) ,  1814* Pp* 27•

Pp. 42.
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Kentucky (February 2 ,  1853—Ju ly  16 , 1865, PP* 40-122) and Lex­
in g to n , Kentucky (Ju ly  17, 1865—Jane 7 , 1887, PP* 123-473), 
February 2 , 1858—June 7 , 1887." Vol* I ,  pp* 473* (Bound w ith  
"Minutes o f  th e  Board o f  T rustees o f Bacon C ollege, Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky, V ol. I I I . " )

"Minutes o f th e  Board o f  T rustees o f  Bacon C ollege, Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky, October 15, 1855—February 2,  1358." V ol. I l l ,  pp*
39* (Bound w ith  "Minutes o f th e  Board o f C urators o f  Kentucky 
U n iv e rs ity , Harrodsburg and Lexington, Kentucky.4*) V ol. I ,
February 23, 1837—1839, Georgetown, Kentucky, I s  m issing .
Vol* I I ,  1839—1855, Harrodsburg, Kentucky, i s  m issing*

"Minutes o f  the  Board o f  T ru stees  o f  T ransylvania Seminary, Crow's 
S ta tio n , L incoln County, D an v ille , and Lexington, Kentucky,
Hoveaber 1®, 1783—November 3 , 1798." Pp* 179*

"Minutes o f  the Board o f  T rustees o f  T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lex­
in g ton , Kentucky, January 8 ,  1799—February 28, 1865." S ix  
volumes* V ol. H I ,  March 1 ,  1818—June 8, 1827, i s  m issing 
although seme s c a tte re d  rough m inutes fo r  t h i s  p e rio d  have been 
located* V ol. V I, August 21, 185®—February 28, 1865, i s  m iss­
ing  although some p e r tin e n t o f f i c i a l  Acts o f th e  board a re  r e ­
corded i n  th e  "T re a su re r 's  Accounts, Transylvania U n iv e rs ity ,
May 24, 1844—Ju ly  2 , 1865." Pp. 13 f  29*

"Minutes o f  th e  M edical Department, T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , Lexing­
to n , Kentucky, November 8 ,  1819—June 25,  1849*" Pp* 353*

M inutes o f a  Meeting o f  the  Donors and F riends o f  Bacon College Held
M u c k y ,  May b , 1857* H arrodsburg, Kentucky: 

Gibbons and Cochran, P r in te r s ,  1857* Pp. 15*

"Minutes o f  th e  Transylvania P resb y tery , D anv ille  (and o th e r  communities 
w ith in  th e  o rg a n isa tio n ) , Kentucky, October 17, 1786—October 1®, 
1873*9 S ix  volumes* N otarised  c e r t i f i e d  typew rit t e a  cop ies a t  
Centre C ollege, D an v ille , Kentucky*

Morieon, Samuel E l i o t .  Three C enturies o f  Harvard.  Cambridge* Harvard 
U n iv e rs ity  P re ss , 1936* Pp* v i i i  f  5*2.

M ott, F^ank^L* A H is tp iy  o f ,A g e |||g a  M ^ l n g g ,  (V ol. I ,  1741-185©}
Vel* I I ,  I 85O-I865} V ol. I l l ,  1^5-1885)*  New York: D. A p p le ts  
and C o., 193® (V ol. 1)* Cambridge: Harvard U n iv e rsity  P re ss ,
1933 (V ol. I I  and I I I ) *  Three volumes*

N apier, L ucile  D* "Dr. Samuel Brown, Kentucky M edical P io n ee r."  Un­
published  M aste r 's  t h e s i s ,  U n iv ersity  o f Kentucky, 1941* Pp. 41*
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National In tellig en cer . 1801-1865 (Washington, D .C .).

N iles  Weekly R egister* September, 1311 -  Ju ly , 1849. S even ty -six  volumes. 
(Published  a t  B altim ore, Washington, B .C ., and P h ila d e lp h ia .)

Observer and R eporter. I 838- I 84O (Lexington).

Packard, F rancis  R. H isto ry  o f Medicine in  th e  U nited S ta te s .  P h ila ­
d e lp h ia : P aul R o e b e r* Ih e ., P u b lish e rs , 1931. Too volumes.

P arsons, Henry S . ,  E d ito r . A Cheek L is t  o f  American E igh teen th  Century 
Newspapers in  the_L ibrory  o f Congress.  W ashington: Government 
P r in tin g  O ffice , 1936. Pp. v /  401.

P a tte rso n , James K. "The C o n s ti tu tio n a li ty  of th e  Tax fo r  th e  S ta te  
C o llege,"  (Auguaent fo r  th e  C o n s ti tu tio n a li ty  o f  th e  One-Half 
Cent Tax: Reply to  Judge W illiam A. Lindsay, D elivered befo re  
th e  General Assembly o f  Kentucky on th e  Evening o f  January 30*
1332), published  in  Mabel H. P o l l i t t ' s  A Biography o f James 
Kennedy P a tte rso n , pp . 303-36.

P atterson*  James K. "A R etrospect,*1 (Commencement A ddress, A g ric u ltu ra l 
College o f  M ichigan, Lansing, M ichigan, June, 1911), pub lished  In  
Mabel H. P o l l l t t 1 a A Biography o f  James Kennedy P a tte rso n , pp. 392- 
404.

P a tte rso n , James K. "S ta te  Aid to  Higher E ducation," (Defense ag a in s t 
th e  A ssau lt o f  th e  Denominational Colleges o f  Kentucky: Reply to  
P re s id en t B eatty , o f  C entre C ollege, D elivered  befo re  th e  General 
Assembly o f  Kentucky, January 20, 1832), published  in  Mabel H. 
P o l l l t t 'a A Biography o f James Kennedy P a tte rso n , pp. 260-307.

P a tte rso n , James K. "S ta te  U n iv e rsity  o f Kentucky," (Conmencement 
Address, Lexington, Kentucky, June 4* 1903), published  in  Mabel 
H. P o l l i t t ' s  A Biography o f  James Kennedy P a tte rso n , pp. 355*69 .

"P a tte rso n  M anuscripts" (U n iv ers ity  ©f Kentucky) •

P ee rs , Benjamin 0 .  Inaugural Address. D elivered  a t  th e  Opening o f
M orrison C ollege, Lexington, Kentucky* November 4* 1333. Lexing­
to n : J .  Clarke and C o., 1333. Pp. 30.

Pence, Merry L. "The U n iv ersity  o f  Kentucky, 1366-1936." Unpublished 
ty p ew ritten  m anuscrip t, U n iv e rs ity  o f  Kentucky, 1933. Pp. 60 /
13® /  79.

P e te r ,  R obert. A B rie f  Sketch o f the  H is to ry  of Lavimpton. Kentucky
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P r in te r ,  1054* ?P» 21*

P e te r ,  Robert (P e rr in , V i l l i a a  H ., E d ito r)*  H is to ry  o f F ay e tte  County. 
Kentucky* Chicago: Baskin and C o ., 1882* Pp* 905*

P e te r ,  Robert* Thoughts on P ub lic  Education inK en tueky . w ith  S p ec ia l 
Reference to  Vernal Schools, th e  S ta te  A g r ifu ltu ra l  and Mechanical 
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APPENDIX A

Principal Administrative Heads o f Transylvania Seminary 
and U niversity, 1780-1865

Transylvania Seminary, 1780-1799

James M itch e ll, Teacher, 1785-1786 
Isaac  W ilson, Teacher, 1789-1791 
James Moore, Teacher, 1791-1794 
Harry Toulmin, P r in c ip a l ,  1794-1796 
James Moore, P r in c ip a l,  1796-1799

Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , 1799-1865

James Moore, P re s id en t, 1799-1804 
James B ly the, Acting P re s id e n t, 1804-1816 
Robert Bishop, A cting P re s id en t, 1816-1818 
Horace H olley , P re s id e n t, 1818-1827 
Alva Woods, P re s id e n t, 1829-1832 
Benjamin 0* P eers, A cting P re s id en t, I 833- I 833 
Thomas W. C o lt, P re s id e n t, I 835- I 837 
Louis M arshall, A cting P re s id en t, I 838- I 84O 
Robert Davidson, P re s id e n t, 1840-1842 
Henry B. iaseem , A cting P re s id e n t, 1842-1844 
Henry B* Bascorn, P re s id e n t, 1844-1849 
James B. Dodd, A cting P re s id e n t, 1849-1856 
Levis W* Green, P re s id en t, I 856- I 857

Richard Ford, P r in c ip a l,  P rep ara to ry  Department, 185&-1860

Abraham Drake, P r in c ip a l,  T ransylvania High School, 1860-1861 
James K« P a tte rso n , P r in c ip a l, T ransylvania High School, 1861-1865
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APPENDIX C

Am Act to  Yost C erta in  Escheated Lands in  th e  County o f  Kentucky 
in  T rustees fo r  a  P ublic  School

(Passed May S ession , 1780)

WHEREAS, I t  i s  rep resen ted  to  th e  p resen t General Assembly th a t  th e re  
a re  c e r ta in  lands w ith in  th e  county of Kentucky, form erly belonging to  
B r i t is h  subjects*  not y e t so ld  under th e  law o f  escheats  and f o r f e i tu r e s ,  
which might a t  a  fu tu re  day be a v a lu ab le  fund fo r  th e  maintenance and 
education  o f  youth , and i t  being th e  in te r e s t  o f  t h i s  commonwealth always 
to  premote and encourage every design which may tend to  th e  improvement o f  
th e  mind and th e  diffhsiom  o f  u se fu l knowledge, even among th e  most remote 
c i t iz e n s ,  whose s i tu a t io n  a  barbarous neighbourhood and a savage in te r*  
course might o therw ise read er u n frien d ly  t o  sciemee:

Be i t  enacted th a t  e ig h t thousand a c re s  o f land  w ith in  th e  sa id  county 
o f Kentucky, l a t e  th e  p roperty  o f  Bobert McKenzie, Henry C o llin s , and 
Alexander McKee, be and the  same i s  hereby vested  in  W illiam  Fleming, 
W illiam  C h r is tia n , John Todd, Stephen T rig g , Benjamin Logan, John Floyd, 
John Hay, Levi Todd, John Cowan, George M eriwether, John Cobbs, George 
Thompson, and Edmund T ay lo r, T ru s tees , as a  f re e  donation from th e  Common­
w ealth  fo r  th e  purpose o f a  public school o r  Seminary o f Learning, to  be 
e rec ted  in  sa id  county as  soon as  th e  circum stances o f  th e  county and 
th e  s t a t e  o f  th e  funds w i l l  adm it, and fo r  no o th er purpose w hatever; 
saving and reserv in g  to  sa id  Bobert McKenzie, Henry C o llin s , and Alexander 
McKee, and every one ©f them, and every person claim ing under them, a l l  
r ig h t  and in te r e s t  in  th e  above mentioned lands to  which th e y  may by Law 
e n t i t le d ,  and o f  which th e y  s h a ll  in  due tim e a v a il  them selves, any th in g  
h e re in  contained  to  th e  co n tra ry  no tw ithstand ing .

*  W illiam  W. Honing, E d ito r . S ta tu te s  a t  Large. V ol. X (1779-1781), 
pp* 287-88* Biehmondt George Cochran, 1322*
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An Aet t o  Amend an A ct, E n t i t le d  An Act to  Vest C erta in  Escheated 
Lands In  th e  County o f  Kentucky in  T rustees fo r  a  Public School

(Passed May S ession , 1?®3)

I* WHEREAS by an a e t  o f  assem bly, e n t i t le d ,  "An a c t  to  r e s t  c e r ta in  
escheated lands in  th e  county o f  Kentucky in  t ru s te e s  fo r  th e  purpose o f  
a  pub lic  sch o o l,"  e ig h t thousand ac res  o f  escheated  lands were vested  in  
c e r ta in  t ru s te e s  th e re in  naned, a s  a f re e  donation from t h i s  commonwealth 
fo r  thOjpurpose o f a p u b lic  school o r  seminary o f  le a rn in g , to  be e rec ted  
w ith in  th e  s a id  county, now c a lle d  th e  d i s t r i c t  o f  Kentucky, a s  soon a s  
th e  circum stances o f  th e  country and th e  s ta te  o f  i t s  funds w i l l  admit* 
And whereas i t  ha th  been rep resen ted  to  t h i s  g en era l assem bly, th a t  
v o lun tary  co n trib u tio n s  might be ob tained  from in d iv id u a ls  in  a id  to  th e  
pub lie  donations, were th e  number o f  the a fo re sa id  t ru s te e s  now a l iv e  
and w illin g  to  a c t ,  in c reased , and such powers and p r iv ile g e s  g ran ted  
them by an a c t o f  in co rp o ra tio n  a s  a re  r e q u is i te  fo r  ca rry in g  in to  e f fe c t  
th e  in te n tio n s  o f th e  le g is la tu r e  in  the  sa id  a c t  more f u l ly  r e c i te d :

II*  Be i t  th e re fo re  enacted , That W illiam  Fleming, W illiam  C hris­
t i a n ,  Benjamin Logan, John May, LeVi Todd, John Cowan, Edmund T aylor, 
Thomas H ardball, Samuel M'Bowell, John Bowman, George Rogers C lark ,
John Campbell, Isaac  Shelby, David R ice , John Edwards, Caleb W allace, 
Walker D an iel, Isaac  Cox, Robert Johnson, John C raig , John Hosby, James 
Speed, C hristopher Greenup, John C ritten d en , and W ill is  Green, a re  here­
by c o n s titu te d  a  body corporate  and p o l i t i c ,  to  be known by the  name o f  
th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  fran sy lv an ia  seminary} and by th a t  name s h a l l  have 
p e rp e tu a l succession , and a  common s e a l ,  w ith  power to  b reak , change, 
and renew th e i r  sa id  s e a l  a t  p le a su re , and to  ex erc ise  a l l  th e  o th e r 
powers and p r iv ile g e s  th a t  a re  enjoyed by th e  v i s i t e r s  and governors o f 
any co llege  or u n iv e rs ity  w ith in  t h i s  s ta te  no t h e re in  l im ite d  o r o th e r­
w ise d irected*

• f t

I I I *  Provided alw ays, and be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That th e  sa id  t r u s ­
te e s  s h a l l ,  a t  a l l  tim es, be accountable fo r  t h e i r  tra n sa c tio n s  touching 
any m atte r o r  th in g s  r e la t in g  to  th e  s a id  seminary, in  such manner a s  th e  
le g is la tu r e  s h a ll  d irec t*

* W illiam  W* Honing, E d ito r , S ta tu te s  a t  Larue. V ol. XI (1782-1784), 
pp* 282-87* Richmond: George Cochran, 1823*
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APPENDIX E

Am ACT fop th e  Union o f  th e  Transylvania Seminary 
and Kentucky Academy *

(Approved December 22, 1798)

WHEREAS a  m ajo rity  o f  th e  t ru s te e s  o f th e  Transylvania Seminary and 
o f th e  Kentucky Academy, have, by th e i r  jo in t  p e t i t io n ,  rep resen ted  to  
t h i s  general assem bly, th a t  th e  boards o f t ru s te e s  o f th e  s a id  seminary 
and academy, have m utually  agreed , th a t  th o se  in s t i tu t io n s  and t h e i r  
re sp e c tiv e  funds, shall, he u n ite d , on th e  te rn s  th e re in  s e t  fo r th ;  and 
requested  th a t  th e  sa id  union may be confirmed by th e  le g is la tu r e :  th e re ­
fo re ,  i n  conform ity to  th e  s a id  term s, and in  compliance w ith  th e  sa id  
re q u e s t,

Section  1« Be i t  enacted by th e  g en era l assem bly, That from and 
a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  day o f  January n ex t, th e  T ransylvania Seminary and th e  
Kentucky Academy, " s h a ll  be u n ite d , and become one general, in s t i tu t io n  
fo r  th e  promotion o f le a rn in g , to  be s t i l e d  and known by th e  name o f 
th e  Transylvania U n iv ersity ; and th a t  James G arrard , Samuel M* Dowell, 
C ornelius B ea tty , F rederick  R idgeley, Robert M arshall, George N icholas, 
James Crawford, Joseph C rockett, B a r t le t t  C o llin s , Andrew M’C a lla ,
W illiam  Morton, Bobert S te e l ,  John M'Dowell, Alexander P ark er, Caleb 
W allace, Janes T ro tte r ,  Levi Todd, James B lythe, Thomas Lewis, John 
Bradford and Buckner Thruston, s h a ll  be th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  sa id  Uni­
v e r s i ty ,  and s h a l l  ho ld  t h e i r  f i r s t  sess io n  a t  th e  s e a t  o f  th e  sa id  
T ransylvania Seminary, in  th e  town o f  Lexington, on th e  second Tuesday 
in  January  next*

Section  2* And be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That the  s a id  twenty-one 
t ru s te e s ,  and t h e i r  successo rs , by th e  name o f t ru s te e s  o f  th e  Tran­
sy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity , s h a l l  be a body p o l i t i c  and in co rp o ra te , and a s  
such, p o ssess , ho ld , or d ispose o f ,  fo r  th e  use and b e n e f it  o f th e  
s a id  u n iv e rs ity , a l l  th e  lan d s , monies and p roperty  o f every o th er 
k ind which s h a l l  be in  th e  occupation o f ,  o r  in  any wise accru ing  to  
th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  sa id  Transylvania seminary and th e  Kentucky academy, 
o r e i th e r  o f  them, under th e  se v e ra l laws by which those  t r u s te e s  s h a ll  
re sp e c tiv e ly  be e n t i t le d  th e re to ,  on th e  sa id  f i r s t  day o f January n ex t; 
and th a t  a l l  c o n trac ts  made by e i th e r  o f  th e  s a id  l a s t  mentioned boards 
o f t r u s te e s ,  o r  th e i r  re sp e c tiv e  agents p r io r  th e re to , s h a l l  be f u l ­
f i l l e d  by , o r  accrue to  th e  t ru s te e s  o f th e  sa id  un iversity*

S ection  3* And be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That th e  sa id  se a t o f th e

*  W illiam  L i t t e l l ,  E d ito r , The S ta tu te  Law o f  Kentucky. Vol* I I ,  
pp* 234-36. F ran k fo rt: W illiam  H unter, 1^10*
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m
th e  T ransylvania seminary, s h a l l  be th e  s e a t  o f  th e  sa id  u n iv e rs i ty , 
u n t i l  removed by a board of th e  t ru s te e s  th e re o f , tw o -th ird s  o f  th e  
whole number o f  th e  t ru s te e s  a t  th e  tim e being , concurring in  th e  ex­
pediency of the  measure ; and on th e  concurrence o f th e  same number, 
th ey  may, from t in e  to  tim e , e s ta b lis h  a t  th e  sea t o f  th e  s a id  univer­
s i t y ,  o r elsew here, one o r  more schoo ls , as  n u rse r ie s  f o r  th e  sa id  uni­
v e r s i ty .

S ec tio n  k* And be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That th e  t r u s te e s  o f  th e  sa id  
u n iv e rs ity  may, from tim e to  tim e, expend so much o f  th e  funds th e re o f , 
a s  th ey  s h a l l  th in k  p ro p er, to  a s s i s t  poor and promising youths in  ac­
q u irin g  education th e re in ,  o r  in  th e  schools belonging th e re to ;  eleven 
o f  th e  t ru s te e s  concurring in  th e  e le c tio n  of each youth th u s  to  be 
a s s is te d ,  and in  f ix in g  th e  se v e ra l sums o f money to  be advanced fo r  th e  
purpose.

S ection  5* And be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That the sev e ra l a c ts  o f  th e  
g en era l assembly of th e  s ta te  o f  V irg in ia  and Kentucky, now i d  fo rc e , pre­
sc rib in g  th e  powers and d ire c tin g  th e  proceedings o f th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  
sa id  T ransylvania seminary, s h a l l  be the  laws o f  th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  sa id  
u n iv e rs i ty , u n t i l  amended o r repealed  by th e  l e g is la tu r e ,  on p e t i t io n s  o f  
th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  s a id  u n iv e rs ity , signed by a t  l e a s t  eleven o f  them: 
except th a t  no t r u s te e  o f  th e  sa id  u n iv e rs ity  s h a l l  continue in  o f f ic e  
a f t e r  absenting  h im self from one s ta te d  sess io n  o f  th e  t ru s te e s  th e re ­
o f ,  and th e  f i r s t  day o f t h e i r  s ta te d  se ss io n  next fo llow ing , and a lso  
from th e  in term ed ia te  sess io n  o r  se ss io n s , i f  any, which s h a l l  be le g a l ly  
appointed o r  c a l le d , un less on th e  next day th e r e a f te r  on which a  board 
s h a l l  m eet, and before i t  en te rs  on any o ther b u sin ess , i t  sh* l l  rece iv e  
s a t is fa c to ry  in fo rm ation , th a t  th e  causes o f such absence were s u f f ic ie n t ,  
and a lso  th a t  they  a re  reserved; o therw ise, th e  se a t o f  th e  t r u s te e  th u s  
absen ting  h im se lf, s h a ll  be considered a s  vaca ted , and a reco rd  be made 
th e re o f ,  E xcept, a ls o ,  th a t  in  a l l  those cases wherein by th e  l a s t  men­
tio n ed  a c t s ,  th e  concurrence o f th i r te e n  t ru s te e s  i s  made r e q u is i te ,  only 
eleven of th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  sa id  u n iv e rs ity  s h a ll  be r e q u is i te  to  con­
s t i t u t e  a  quorum to  do such b u s in ess , and th e  concurrence o f  eleven s h a ll  
be s u f f ic ie n t .  Except, a ls o ,  th a t  any board o f th e  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  sa id  
u n iv e rs ity  may appoint and empower committees to  determ ine any business 
during th e  recesses  o f th e  t r u s te e s ,  which might have been done by a  board, 
co n s is tin g  only  o f  seven o f  th e  sa id  t r u s te e s :  and excep t, a ls o ,  th a t  th e  
t ru s te e s  o f  th e  sa id  u n iv e rs ity  s h a l l  have power, as  o fte n  a s  th ey  s h a l l  
th in k  p roper, to  make temporary appointm ents o f  a p re s id e n t, t r e a s u re r  and 
c le rk , and p ro fe sso rs  and m aste rs .
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APPENDIX P
*

An ACT F urther t© Regulate th e  Transylvania U n iv ersity  

(Approved February 3> 1818)

1 , BE i t  enacted by th e  General Assembly o f  th e  Commonwealth o f  Ken­
tucky , That th e  power and a u th o r ity  o f  the  p resen t t ru s te e s  o f th e  Tran* 
sy lvan ia  U n iv e rs ity , over and concerning th e  sa id  i n s t i tu t io n ,  th e  funds, 
e s ta te ,  p ro p erty , r ig h ts  and demands th e re o f , s h a ll  fo rev er cease and 
determine*

2* Be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That th i r te e n  s h a l l  be the number o f  th e  
t ru s te e s  th a t  s h a l l  h e re a f te r  manage th e  sa id  in s t i tu t io n  and th e  con­
cerns th e re o f ;  and th a t  Henry C lay, Edmund B ullock, Robert Trim ble,
John T« Mason, ju n io r , Robert W ick liffe , James P re n tis s ,  Hubbard T aylor,
John Pope, Lewis Sanders, Samuel H* Woodson, John Brown, C harles Humr- 
phreys and Thomas Bodley, s h a l l  be, and th ey  a re  hereby appointed t r u s ­
te e s  o f  th e  sa id  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , and to  continue in  o f f ic e  fo r  
and during th e  term, o f two y ea rs ; during which p e rio d , th e y , o r  a m a jo rity  
o f  th e  t ru s te e s  fo r  th e  tim e be ing , s h a l l  have power to  f i l l  any vacancy 
o r vacancies which may happen in  sa id  o f f ic e  o f  t r u s te e s ,  by dea th , r e s ig ­
n a tio n  o r otherwise*

3* Be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That the  le g is la tu r e  o f t h i s  commonwealth 
s h a l l ,  Iqr a  jo in t  vote o f both houses, e le c t ,  every two y e a rs , th i r te e n  
t ru s te e s  to  p re s id e  over sa id  U n iv ersity  and i t s  concerns; and should i t  
a t  any tim e h e re a f te r  happen th a t  no e le c tio n  o f t ru s te e s  i s  made a s  con­
tem plated  by t h i s  sec tio n , th e  t ru s te e s  then  in  o f f ic e  s h a l l  so continue 
in  o f f ic e ,  and possess th e  same powers to  f i l l  vacancies as  i s  given by 
th e  second sec tio n  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  u n t i l  such e le c tio n  s h a l l  be made by th e  
le g is la tu re *

4* Be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That a l l  th e  funds, e s ta te ,  p ro p e rty , r ig h t s ,  
demands, p r iv ile g e s  and im m unities, o f what k ind  o r n a tu re  soever, be­
longing or in  anywise app erta in in g  to  sa id  U n iv e rs ity , s h a l l  b e , and th e  
same a re  hereby in v ested  in  th e  t ru s te e s  o f  sa id  in s t i tu t io n  appointed 
by th i s  a c t ,  and t h e i r  successors in  o f f ic e ,  fo r  the  uses and purposes 
only  o f  th e  sa id  in s t i tu t io n ;  and th e  sa id  t ru s te e s  and t h e i r  successors in  
o f f ic e  s h a l l  have, ho ld , possess and ex erc ise  a l l  th e  power and a u th o r ity  
over th e  sa id  i n s t i tu t io n ,  and th e  e s ta te  and concerns th e re o f , a s  th e

*  A cts o f Kentucky. 1817-18. pp. 554-56. F ran k fo rt: Kendall and
B u sse lls , 1318*
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3*5
p re se a t t ru s te e s  by law a re  e n t i t le d  to*

5* Be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That th e  t ru s te e s  appointed by t h i s  a c t  
s h a l l  he reg u la te d  by th e  e x is tin g  laws and re g u la tio n s  o f th e  s a id  Uni** 
v e r s l ty ,  u n t i l  a l te r e d ,  changed o r amended; and th a t  i t  s h a l l  be th e  
duty  o f th e  s a id  t ru s te e s  to  meet a t  th e  sa id  U n iv e rs ity  oh th e  f i r s t  
Thursday in  March n e x t, i f  th ey  cannot make i t  convenient to  do so a t  an 
e a r l i e r  day, o r  so soon th e r e a f te r  as th ey  can, and to  tak e  in to  cot*- 
s id e ra tio n  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  s a id  U n iv e rs ity , and to  adopt such measures 
r e la t iv e  to  sa id  in s t i tu t io n  a s  may be necessary ; and th e  s a id  t ru s te e s  
s h a ll  ho ld  a t  l e a s t  one s ta te d  annual m eeting, a t  which s ta te d  annual 
m eeting a l l  p ro fesso rs  and te a c h e rs  s h a l l  be e le c te d ; and such p ro fesso rs  
o r  teach e rs  to  hold  such o f f ic e  one y ear o r more; which s ta te d  meeting 
s h a l l  be h e ld  on th e  f i r s t  Monday in  May in  eaeh y e a r , u n t i l  changed o r 
a l te r e d  by sa id  tru s te e s*

6* Be i t  fu r th e r  enacted , That t h i s  a c t  s h a ll  eonmenee and be in  
fo rce  from and a f t e r  th e  l a s t  day o f February 1818; and th e  t ru s te e s  
h e re a f te r  to  be e le c te d  by th e  le g i s la tu r e ,  under th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  
a c t ,  S hall go in to  o f f ic e  on th e  l a s t  day o f  February next succeeding 
such e le c tio n , u n t i l  which day th e  tru s te e s  in  o f f ic e  fo r  th e  tim e being 
S hall continue in  o ffice*
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APPENDIX G

An Act to  Incorporate  th e  T ransylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  
and fo r  O ther Purposes *

(Approved February 20, 1839)

S ection  1st*  Be i t  enacted  by th e  General Assembly o f  th e  Common­
wealth o f Kentucky, That th e re  i s  hereby in co rp o ra ted , and made a  body 
p o l i t i c ,  a so c ie ty  to  be known and s ty le d  th e  T ransylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  
whose business i t  s h a ll  be to  promote lea rn in g  among th e  good people o f 
t h i s  Commonwealth, by th e  d e liv e ry  o f le c tu r e s ,  p u b lica tio n  o f  essay s , 
t r e a t i e s  and books, but whose more e sp ec ia l o b jec t s h a l l  b e , to  con­
t r ib u te  by su b sc rip tio n  and o therw ise, to  th e  success and p ro sp e r ity  o f 
Transylvania U niversity*

S ection  2d* Any person o r  persons who have, o r  may h e re a f te r  sub­
sc rib e  f iv e  hundred d o lla rs  to  be p a id  in  f iv e  equal annual in s ta lm en ts , 
and s h a ll  a lso  pay the  f i r s t  in s ta lm en t, (whenever th e  sum s h a l l  be 
o rd e red ,)  to  th e  T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv ersity , to  th e  use and fo r  
th e  b e n e f it  o f  M orrison C ollege, s h a l l ,  from th e  tim e o f  such su b scrip ­
t io n  and payment, become and be considered  a member o f sa id  In s t i tu te *

Section  3d* Ifhen f i f t y  su b sc rib e rs , to  the sa id  so c ie ty  s h a ll  have 
been procured, i t s  co rpo ra te  ex istence  s h a l l  commence under th e  above 
t i t l e *  The o f f ic e r s  o f s a id  so c ie ty  s h a l l  c o n s is t o f  a P re s id en t and 
an Executive Committee o f  th re e  to  be e le c te d  by the  sa id  su b sc rib e rs , 
a t  such tim es and p la ce s , and fo r  such periods as  th e  su b sc rib e rs  may 
d es ig n a te , and by th e  name and t i t l e  o f th e  P resid en t and Executive Com­
m itte e  o f  the  T ransylvania I n s t i t u t e ;  may sue and be sued, p lead  and be 
impleaded in  any eourt o f  ju s t ic e  in  t h i s  commonwealth, may adopt a  com­
mon s e a l ,  and a l t e r  and renew th e  same a t  p lea su re , and may ho ld  pro­
p e r ty , r e a l ,  personal o r  mixed, to  any amount no t exceeding f i f t y  thousand 
d o lla rs*

S ec tio n  4th* The sa id  P resid en t and Executive Committee o f th e  
Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  may make such bylaws and reg u la tio n s  fo r  t h e i r  
government and proceedings, as  th ey  may deem proper and expedien t; Pro­
v ided , however, th a t  s a id  by-laws and re g u la tio n s  be n o t in c o n s is te n t w ith  
t h i s  a c t ,  th e  c o n s titu tio n  of t h i s  S ta te ,  o r  th e  c o n s ti tu tio n  o f  th e  
United S ta tes*

S ection  5th* The t ru s te e s  o f  Transylvania U n iv ersity  sh a ll con­
s i s t  o f  e ig h t c i t iz e n s  o f  Kentucky, f iv e  o f whom, a t  l e a s t ,  s h a l l  be 
re s id e n ts  o f F ayette  County, to  be e le c te d  a s  fo llo w s, to -w it : The
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Transylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  when organ ised  as  above req u ired , nay e le c t  two 
T ru s tees , th e  Mayer and Board o f Councilman of the  C ity  o f Lexington, upon 
subscrib ing  s ix ty  thousand d o lla rs  to  any o r a l l  o f th e  departm ents o f 
Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , o f  whieh no t le s s  than  tw enty thousand s h a ll  
be app rop ria ted  fo r  th e  use and b e n e f it  o f M orrison C ollege, to  be p a id  
in  such manner a s  s h a l l  be agreed upon between th e  Mayor and th e  Board 
o f Councilman, and th e  p resen t Board o f T rustees o f  T ransylvania Univer­
s i t y ,  may e le c t  th re e  e th e r  T ru s tee s , a t  th e  f i r s t  re g u la r  m eeting o f  
th e  s a id  Mayor and C ouncil, a f t e r  th e  su b sc rip tio n  i s  made, as  i s  h e re in  
contem plated, they  s h a ll  e le c t  th re e  T rustees o f  th e  U niversity* one to  
serve one y e a r , one to  serve two y e a rs , and th e  o th e r to  serve fo r  th re e  
y e a rs , from th e  date  o f th e i r  appointm ent, and u n t i l  t h e i r  successors 
may be elected* and a f t e r  th e  ex p ira tio n  o f  each term  o f  sen d ee*  a 
t r u s te e  s h a l l  be elected* to  remain in  o f f ic e  fo r  th e  te rn  o f  th re e  years* 
and th e  Governor o f th e  Commonwealth* by and w ith  the  advice and consent 
o f  th e  Senate* may nominate and appoint th re e  o th e r Trustees* and in  th e  
case o f  any vacancy in  th e  Board o f  Trustees* from death , re s ig n a tio n  o r  
o th e r  cause* th e  same may be f i l l e d  by th e  a u th o r ity  which appointed th e  
T rustee  whose p lace  may be vacated*

S ection  6th* U n til th e  su b sc rip tio n s  o f the  sa id  In s t i tu te *  and th e  
sa id  Mayer and Board o f Councilman s h a l l  be made* and t h e i r  o rganisation*  
a s  a fo re sa id , completed, th e  p resen t Board o f  T rustees s h a l l  continue in  
o ffice*  and a f te r  th e  s a id  su b sc rip tio n  s h a l l  be made* and t h e i r  organiza­
t io n ,  a s  a fo re sa id , completed, and f iv e  T rustees s h a l l  have been e le c te d , 
by th e  s a id  I n s t i t u t e ,  and th e  sa id  Mayor and Board o f  Councilman, two 
o f  th e  p resen t Board s h a l l  go ou t o f o ffice*  to  be determ ined by p lacing  
th e  names o f  th e  p resen t T rustees in  a  box* and th e  th re e  T rustees whose 
names s h a ll  be f i r s t  drawn therefrom , continue in  o f f ic e ,  and when so 
Selected* may' choose a  Chairman, and s h a l l  c o n s ti tu te  th e  Board o f  Trus­
te e s  o f Transylvania U n iv ersity , and s h a l l  possess and enjoy a l l  th e  
rig h ts*  p r iv i le g e s ,  powers* and immunities h e re to fo re  v es ted  by law in  
sa id  T ru s tees; the  sa id  Trustees* except those appointed by th e  City* 
who, a f t e r  th o se  f i r s t  elected*  as  provided in  th e  f i f t h  section*  s h a l l  
be e le c te d  fo r  th e  term  o f  th re e  years* s h a l l  continue in  o f f ic e  fo r  th e  
perio d  of two years* from th e  tim e o f  t h e i r  e le c tio n , and u n t i l  t h e i r  
successors a re  appointed*

Section  7th* There i s  hereby c o n s ti tu te d  and appointed a  "Board o f  
Overseer** ©f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity , which s h a l l  co n s is t o f  th e  Gover­
nor and L ieu tenan t Governor o f t h i s  Commonwealth, th e  Speaker o f the  
House of R epresen ta tives and th e  Superintendent o f Public In s tru c t io n , 
e x -o ff ic io , and o f one person  to  be chosen from each Congressional d is ­
t r i c t  in  Kentucky, except th e  Congressional d i s t r i c t  in  which Lexington 
i s  s i tu a te d ,  where th re e  s h a l l  be appoin ted . The Board o f  O verseers s h a ll  
meet a t  l e a s t  once in  a  y ea r , t o  examine in to  th e  cond ition  o f Transyl­
vania U n iv e rs ity , i t s  management by th e  Board of T ru s te es , and, i f
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necessary , re p o rt to  th e  L e g is la to rs  i t s  w ants, con d itio n  and prospects* 
They s h a l l  continue in  o f f ic e  during good behavior, and be removable only  
by a  jo in t  v o te  ©f both branches o f th e  L e g is la tu re , and s h a l l  have th e  
power to  f i l l  any vacancy which may occur in  th e i r  body, from death , 
r e s ig n a tio n , o r  otherwise*

S ection  8 th . The Governor o f  th e  Commonwealth s h a ll  nom inate, and, 
by and w ith th e  advice and consent o f  th e  Senate , s h a l l  appoint th e  Over­
see rs  o f T ransylvania U niversity*

S ection  9th* The Mayor and Board o f  Councilman o f the  C ity  o f  Lex­
in g to n , and th e  members o f th e  T ransylvania I n s t i t u t e ,  may send one sch o la r 
to  M orrison College fo r  each and every f iv e  hundred d o lla rs  which th ey  
have, o r  may h e re a f te r  su b scrib e , and s h a l l  f u l ly  pay. T heir r ig h t  to  
vo te  fo r  th e  T rustees o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , s h a ll  commence when th ey  
s h a l l  have re sp e c tiv e ly  paid  th e  f i r s t  in sta lm en t upon t h e i r  subscrip ­
t io n s ,  and s h a ll  be d iscontinued  by a  f a i lu r e ,  o r  r e fu s a l ,  fo r  th re e  
months, to  pay th e  annual instalm ent as  th ey  a re  ordered : Provided, 
th a t  n o tie e  o f such in sta lm en t being o rdered , s h a l l  be published  f o r  
t h i r t y  days consecu tively , in  one o r  more o f  th e  au tho rized  newspapers 
o f Lexington*

S ection  10th* A fte r  e re c tin g  th e  necessary  do rm ito ries  and r e ­
f e c to r ie s ,  th e  residue o f th e  money subscribed  and p a id , a s  a fo re sa id , 
s h a l l  be in v ested  by th e  T rustees o f T ransylvania U n iv e rs ity  in  sa fe  
and p ro f i ta b le  s to ck s , and the proceeds, o r  in te r e s t  th e re o f  only  s h a ll  
bo ap p lied  to  th e  payment o f th e  s a la r ie s  o f  P ro fe sso rs , and to  such 
o th e r  purposes a s  in  t h e i r  opinion w i l l  most advance th e  in te r e s t s  o f  
sa id  U niversity*

S ection  11 t h . The General Assembly o f  the Commonwealth o f Kentucky, 
by and w ith  th e  consent o f  th e  then e x is tin g  Board of T ru s te e s , may make 
such a l te r a t io n s  in  th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f  Transylvania U n iv e rs ity , a s  they  
may deem expedient and p roper, and a l l  laws r e la t in g  to  Transylvania 
U n iv e rs ity , no t in c o n s is te n t w ith  t h i s  a c t ,  or any o f th e  p ro v is io n s  
h e re o f, s h a l l  continue in  f u l l  fo rce  and e ffec t*
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