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CHAPTER I
DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to discuss efforts of Kentuckians to
establish a permanent public university. With roots extending back to
1780, Transylvania University served as Kentucky's gquasi publie univer-
sity until 1865, when she lost her nominal identity in a merger with
Kentucky University under the name of the latter. In attempting to
establish a university, Kentuckians became involved in a number of con-
troversies, religious, political, and personal, which seem to have been
stnm’bliﬁg blocks in their road to progress. However, in spite of these
controvérsios, eitizens of Kentucky were able to make some educational
contributions in the fields of the arts and 'sciencea, and professional
training in medicine and law, the latter being emphasized, In evalu-
ating the centrel pﬁrpose (efforts of Kentuckians to establish a perma-
nent public university), it is purposeful to observe the controversies
that hindered Transylvénia'a progress and to enumerate the accomplish-~
ments that breught' Transylvenia praises Through this discussion many
of the important phases of the history of Transylvania University are
unveiled. |

Central Themes

Three central themes, (1) efforts to establish a state university;
1l
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, 2
(2) controversies, religious, politieal, and personal; and (3) profes-
sional education contributions; extend virtually through the entire
history of Transylvania University.

Efforts to establish a state university.—-A significant theme in
Transylvania's history is the idea of a great cenmtral university with
nfeeders" throughout the sta.to.' Plans for Transylvania's becoming a
great central university were made before the University of Virginla
central univeraitj plan, originated by Thomas Jefferson, was inaugurated.

The history of Transylvania University, perhaps as much as that

of any other university, is typical of a number of colleges that depiect
the struggle of highef education in the Unif.ed States between the
Revolutionary and the Civil Wars. Since Kentucky was one of the feur;
along with Vermont, Maine, and Texas, of the twenty-one new states
admitted to the Union before the Civil War that did not receive Cone
gressional land grants, her problem in establishing a state university
was a diffigult one and was somewhat similar to that of the original
states of Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, ﬁaryland, Virginia,
and Delaware, 1 In addition to Kentucky, one other state without a

1l

Four of the original states in the East, viz., Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Jersey, resolutely refused to follow
the new ideals of a "revolutionary" type of state university, and thres,
viz., New York, Pennsylvania, and New Hampshire, after a brief periw
od of experimentation, finally decided not to follow the new and
trevolutionary® conceptions of a state university advocated in that
day. Of the seventeen new states admitted to the Uniocn receiving
land grants, twelve, viz., Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, Indiana, Mise
sissippl, Alabama, Missouri, Michigan, Jowa, Wisconsin, California,
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Congressional land grant, Vermont, established & state university prier

to the Civil War, but Maine and Texas did not found ante bellum state
universities.

The University of Virginia in the South and the University of
Michigan in the North have generally been conceded by educational
historians to have achieved greater success during the period before
the Civil ﬂar than perhaps any of the other state or quasl state uni-
versities in the nation, However, since the history of Transylvania
University has remained in a very dormant state, in spite of the publi=-
cation of many monographs and articles deseribing certain phases of her
history, her history has not been as well known as those of the state
universities of Virginia and Michigan. Since the history of the Unie
versity of Michigan begins in 1837, there is a long period of Transyl-
vania hiatéry with which there was no comparable institution in the
North or West for the period prior te that time., In a comparison of
Transylvania University and the University of Virginia, it is found
that the former centtpletely outstripped the latter for the decade 1817
to 1827, and qulmia competed on an equal, if not a superior basis,
with the Jefferaon%an institution for many of the other periods prior

and Minnesota, established thirteen state universities (Chio had two).
No state universities were established before the Civil War ia the
remaining five new states receiving Congressional land grants, viz.,
Illinois, Arkansas, Florida, Oregon, and Kansas. For a futher die-
cussion of this subject, see Donald G» Tenkabury, W
American Colleges and Universities Before the Civil ¥, New York:

l;l;rean"af Publlications, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1932.
¢ X 254,
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to the Civil War. 2 Thus one, possibly the most important, aspect of

Transylvaniat's history is her significance as a quasi state university.
Then, the repeated attempts. of some supporters of Transylvania to
establish a central, secular, and liberal state university is a theme
extending throughout the study.

Controversies, religious, political, and personal.~-Partisan
strife evidently faced Tranaylvanig frem its very outset, as the Ken-
tucky Gazette, Kentucky's first newspaper, published letters which
outlined two distinctive philosophies of education as early as 1787.
The viewpoint taken by ome held that Transylvania, which was founded
by the Presbyterians, should have as its primary objective, an emphasie
upon religion. ' To the Presbyterians and their Cglvinistic allies, the
Associate Reformed and (Calvinistic) Baptists, religion meamt something
quite different from what it meant to some of the more liberal groups.
Certainly the Presbyterians, gemerally, were at no loss to explain
that religion was what John Calvin had said it was, and further it was
what the young ministers, who had studied at Princeton's theological
seminary, had sald it was. Religion té the Presbyterian sectarians
meant Presbyterian theology. Calvinism to the Presbyterians and their
allies was ”orthédo:qy;" anything conflicting with Presbyterian teach~
ings was "unorthodox® and not to be tolerated. Since Tranayivania was

founded by Virginia Presbyterians, its early control was subjeet to a

2 See John 8. Patton, Jefferson, Cabell the University o
Virginia, New York: The Neale Publishing Co., ‘1%. Pp. viii ; 380,
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rather narrow Presbyterian sectarianism of this period. Although few

in number the Presbyterians had developed an intqlligentsia s which
occupled many positions of responsibility and trust in Virginia, and
later, in young Kentucky. Antiecipating the defolopnent of Western
Virginia in the latter part of the eighteenth century, the Presby-
terians, after establishing two colleges in Eastern Virginia, 3 pﬁo— ‘
ceeded to make preliminary arrangements for a college in Western Vire
ginia. _(Di.striet of Kentueky). They succeeded in obtaining certain
céné#asions from the State of Virginia to aid them in furthering their
educational plan. It is conceivable that these founders antiecipated
a central university, for they revealed such an idea in their early
charters.

In contrast to the conception of religion held by the Presby-
terians there was an infiltratipn of French Republican political phi-
losophy in the United States during the Revolutionary periods In-
fluences of this French philosophy were such that large numbers of the
educated classes félt compelled to do more introspection in regard to
thelr particular creed, denomination, or sect. This "free" thinking
about religious matters, again, caused certain intellectuals in America
to adopt a "creedless" religion, a religion frees from those concepts
vhich tend to divide Christianity into demominations and sects. In other

words, a religion based upon ethics and "great religious prineiples”

3 The two colleges were Washington (now Washington and Lee Uni-
versity) and Liberty Hall (now Hampden Sidney College).
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6
came to supplant the sectariasnism and denominationalism of many of the
educated people in America. This type of religion is defined later in
this chapter as liberalism or as a liberal religion. It is in this
sense that liberalism is used in this study. Those adhering to liberal-
ism opposed the strict sectarianism of the Presbyterians from the start.
Séctarian plans and liberal plans for Transylvania, which had been pub~
lished in the Gazette, became the basis for a iong controversy which
plagued Transylvania's development into a significant central university.
Along with this liberal—aectariaﬁ controversy were other controversies,
personal, politieal, economie, religious, and soelal, which, perhaps more
than anything else, prevented Transylvania's blossoming into genuine
greatness prior to the Civil Ware.

Professional education eontributions.—<Not the least important in
the history of Transylvania University were her professional schools,
medicine and law. Since these professional schools were pioneers and
were prominent in the development of professional schools in Americals
system of higher education, their history 1s an interesting and integral
part of the story of Transylvania, A third theme or thread extending
through this history is that centering around these professional schools.
During perlods when the general usefulness of the professional schools
surpassed that of the academic department their decline or rise was
significant to the latter. Once the professionsl schools were>allawed
to decline to a low level, the academic department was affected similarly.

The story of Transylvania's successful professional schools is one that
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makes the history of Transylvania unique among American colleges
established in the Revolutionary period. Considered as a professional
educational team, Transylvania's medieal and law schools led those of
all other universities in the United States for a quarter of a century,
1819-1844, |

Delimitation

The present study is delimited to the development of the central
themes ag set forth here, with no attempt being made to discuss student
life, curricula, or the éontrihutions of various individual professors.
Obviously, all phases of the eighty-five year history cannot be told in
a single study, but the writer has attempted to seleet those phases of
Transylvania's history which most nearly describe Transylvania, both as
an educational institution, and as a phase of the ante bellum higher

educational movement,
Organization of the Study

Approach to this study is made by both chronological and topical
discussionse. The chapters are divided chronologically into eight
periods. "Pioneer Transylvania Seminary and University, 1780-1804,"
includes a diseussion on the formative period; and "Presbyterianism,
Second Rise of Liberalism, and Professional School Development, 1804=
1818," describes another pioneer and developmental period in which a

sectarian atmosphere was created around Tpansylvania, Three chapters,
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fLiberal State University, 1818-1823;" "Challenge of Liberalism and
Professional Growth, 1823-1825;" and "Decline of Liberalism, 1825-1828,"
are concerned with the rise and decline of the Holley administration.

"Benominationgl and Liberal Influences; Professional Eminence,
1828.1842," includee discussions of severzal unsuccessful attempts to
secure denominational support and a discussion of a reorganizaition under
a liberal management., After an agreement between the academic depart-
ment and the Methodists was reached, certain indications pointed to
a brilliant peried of progress. Although this period was epochal,
controversy between the Northern and Southern brenches of the Church -
soon caused friction and Transylvania entered another period of deeline.
“Survival through War, Postwar Reorganization, and Other Problems, 1856-
1865," deseribes the reorganization of Transylvania into what was
virtuelly a state teachers college, a period of decline during the Civil
War and its reorganization inte a schoel, Kentucky University, which was

the parent of the University of Kentucky and Transylvania Gollegé.
Need for the Study

Long have vatuekians boasted of Transylvania's contributions to
American higher edugation, but no where has this story been presented
objectively. The story of Transylvania is woven around the personslities
of many men who were prominent in ante bellum Ameriean political and
soclal hisf.ory. Some of t.hvese‘men were members of her board of trustees,

some were her presidents, and others were her faculty members and students,
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Trangylvania, a regional university, graduated professional and
business men who were cast in leading roles in all phases of American

life. The story of Tpansylvania fills a definite need in the field of
educational history.

Definition of Terms

In a discussion of the religious controversies centered around
Transylvania some terms arise, the meaning of which may not be clear.
In order to relate these events in as clear and concise language as
possible the following terms are defined.

Apminianigm.~sirminianism pertains to the system of religious
theology advanced by James Arminius (1560-1609), a Dutch Protestant
theologian, The five articles of this system are: (1) conditional
election and reprobation, in opposition to the absolute predestination
taught by Calvin; (2) universal redemption, or that the atonement was
made by Christ for all mankind, though none but believers can be parw
takers of the benefit; (3) that man, in order to exercise true faith,
must be regenerated and renewed by the operation of the Holy Spirit,
which is the gift of God; (4) that man may resist divine grace; (5)
that man may relapse from a state of grace-—~in opposition to Calvin's
doctrine of the perseverance of t-hé saints. These articles were con=
demned by the Synod of Dort, 1619, but have been widespread among
Protestant denominations, The theology of the Wesleyans of Great
Britain and the Methodists of America is Amminisn, ¥

k see William A, Neilson, Editor, Webster's New International
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Calvinism,~-Calvinism refers to the theological tenets or doce
trines of the French theologian and reformer, John Calvin (1509
1564) and his followers, or of the so-called Calvinistic churches.
The distinguishing doctrines of this system, usually termed the Five
Points of Calvinisa, are election or predestimation, limited atone-
ment, total depravity, irrestibility of grace, and the perseverance
of the saints. Calvinism especlially emphasizes the sovereignty of
God in the bestowal of grace. 5 Calvinism conceives of the church
as coextensive with the natural community but does not readily yield
control of the church to the state. In its intermal organization it
makes some concessions to the democratic principle but subordinates
the local congregation to the institution and the laity to the clefgy. é
Hopkinsianism.—~Hopkinsianism is the theology taught by Samuel
Hopkins (1721-1803), the New England theologian, 2 follower of Jonathan
Edwardse Specifically it is the tenet that one must be willing to be
damned if the glory of God requires it. 7
Liberalism.-~The position of liberalism is more difficult to define
than are organized religious denominations. This is due to the substance

Dictionary of the English Language, Second Edition, Unabridged, p. 150,
Springfield, Mass.: G. and C. Merriam Co., 1940.

5 See ‘ibigo, Pe 216.

6 See H. Richard Niebuhr, "Protestantiem,” Encyclopedia of the
&gi&l Sg 13&0!, Vole 12, pe 571s Edited by Edwin R. As S igman and
Alvin Johnson. New York: Haenillan Coey 1934,

7 See William A, Neilson, Editor, op. eit., p. 861.
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of liberalism itself, which does not regard truth as a fixed position,
but which perceives intellectual activity as the search of the individual
for truth, restricted only by the limitations of reason, and in the case
of Christians, by the Bibles, To a large extent liberalism in this study
refers to all those theologieal positions opposed to Presbyterianism,.
Presbyterians regarded all other theological positions as heresies,

David Rice, writing in 1805, listed these ™heretiecal® positions in the
order of their deviation frem the abgsolute truth of Calvinism as Arminian-

ism, Universeliem, Pelagianism, Semi-Pelagianism, Arianism, Socianism,
Delsm, and Atheiam. 8 Liberalism has many shades of meaning in this study.
Thus, in discussing early Kentucky liberalism, individual positions of
several key men, who had substantial numbers of followers, must be dis=
cusseds Since these men were not of the "orthodox" (Presbyterian) faith,
and because they suffered for their beliefa, in some instances, at the
hands of those who professed to be exponents of religious liberty, they
were wara in their insistence upon separation of church and state and
upon religious freedom. The attempt by these men to establish the
principle that education should be concerned with words, was an effort
to preserve their point of view, As they practiced freedom of thought,
insisted upon religicus freedom, and were Republicans in polities, for

the most part, they could be designated Jeffersonian liberals or Jeffer-
sonian Republicans.

8 pavid Rice, An Epistle to the Citizens of Kentucky, pp. 9«10.
Lexington, 1805, Reprinted in Robert H. Bishop, Outline of the History
of the Church. Lexington: Thomas T, Skillman, 1824,
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Sogini e==Socinianism refers to the tenets or doctrinal system
of Faustus Socinus, an Italian theologian (1539—1601.), which was origie
nated by him on the basis of hints and suggestions found in the papers
left by his uncle Laelius Socinus (1525-1562). Socinus denied the
Trinity, the divinity of Christ, the personality of the Devil, the native
and total depravity of man, the substitutionary atonement, the efficacy
of sacrements, and the eternity of future punishment, His tenets were
that Christ was a man miraculously conceived by the Virgin Mary; that
the Holy Spirit is a power or influnence exerted by God; that human sin
was the imitation of Adam's sin, and salvation something to be achieved
by the imitation of Christ's virtue; that the Bible is to be interpreted
by, and as belng in accord with, human reason. The Socinian movement,
which was vigorously opposed by both Cytholics and Protestants, has long
since ceased to exist in organized form, but its influence has continued. 9

Related Studles

Numerous writers have used Transylvania as a subject of study, but
only a few fundamentally significant works have been published, and these
cover only certain phases of the university's history., Lewis gives an
outline of the history of Transylvania University in his History of
Higher Education in the United States. 10 This outline is largely

9 See Willlam A, Neilson, Editor, op. cit., p. 2387.
10 plvin 7, Lewis, History of Higher Education in Kemtucky.
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factual and does not attempt to delve into the controversies, reorgeanie
zations, and administrative peliéies of the school, nor are many of the
primary sources useds Robert Davidson, in his Hlstory of the Presbyterian
Church, n discusses the conflict of sectarianism versus liberalism from
a strictly orthodox Presbyterian viewpoint. This work in fact may be
regarded largely as a transformation of the controversial party literature
of the time into more permanent history. It 1s regrettable that this

- work, both inaccurate and highly colored, should have become almost
definitive for the early history of Transylvania University. Robert and
Johanna Peter's Iransylvania University, Its Rise, De
Fall, 12 vhich in part answers Davidson, lacks the deep understanding of
the latter, although it is more accurate. Of the recent works, Niels He
Sonne's Liberal Kentucky, 1780-1g28, 13 is a clear functional pieture of
the Holley Administration from the religious viewpoint, and it tells of
the forces at work, both in creating and in destroying this administratien.
Judd's The Equcationmal Contributions of Horace Holley, L while covering

U. 8. Buresu of Education, Cireular of Information, No. 3. Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1899, Pp. 350. Lewis devotes pages 35-81 to
Transylvania Seminary and University.

11 gobert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Churech Kentu v .
New York: Robert Carter Co., %h’?. - Ppe viil § 368, Davidson discusses

‘Transylvania Seminary and University on pages 288-320,
12 Robert Peter and Johanna Peter, Transylvania University, Itg
igin, Rise vline and Fall. ILouisville: The Filson Club, 18

13 Nisla He Sonne, Liberal Kentucky, 1780-1828, MNew York: Columbia
University Press, 1939. Pp. x s+ 287. Sonne's study includes chapters on
#Early Transylvania," pp. ké-?’] s and "A Revolution at Transylvania Univere
sity," pp. 135-59. In addition, three other chapters deal with liberale
ism versus Presbyterianism during the Holley administration, pp. 160-262.
These chapters are titled "Horace Holley, Liberal Theologian and Educator,"
“Liberalism on the Defensive,® and "Liberalism Defeated."

14 Romie D. Judd, "The Educational Contributions of Horace Holley."
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somewhat the same period as Sonne's study, is not nearly as strong as the
former,

Charles Kerr's "Transylvania University's Law Department" 15 is a
valuable and enlightening monograph dealing with the instruction in law
and politics at Transylvania. Robert and Johanna Peter's The History of

16 is bla.rgely a series

the Medical Department of Trangylvania University
of laudatory biographies of the medical professors. Hix's "The Conflict
between Presbyterianism and Free-Thought in the South, 1776-1838," 17 is
a study similar to that of Sonne's except that it discusses free—ﬁhought
versus Presbyterianism throughout the South, while Sonne's work is |
limited to the state of Kentucky. Sonne's study is centered around the
intellectual center of Kentucky at that time, Transylvania University
at Lexington, while Hix's study touches upon Transylvania University
and the University of Virginia, but bears heavily upon Thomas Cooper's
activities in South Carolina. Cooper's position in South Carolina w#s

parallel to Holley's in Kentucky. They were both driven from their posts

Unpublished Doctor's thesis, George Peabody College for Teachers, 1936.
Pp. 157, :

15 Charles Kerr, "Transylvania University's Law Department,"
Americana, 31 (January, 1937), 1-k0O.

16 Robert Peter and Johamna Peter, The History of lge Medical
Department of Transylvania University. uisville: e son Club,
9054 Pe X ¢ 1930
17 clarence E. Hix, "The Conflict between Presbyterianism and Free-

Thought in the South, 1776-1838." Unpublished Doctor's thesis, Univere
sity of Chicago, 1937. Pp. ii £ 171,
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by the Presbyterians.

Sources of Data

This study is based principally upon primary sources, but some
secondary biographical materials are utilized, due to the very large
nusber of primary sources involved and to the remoteness of many
primary sources. The primary sources include manuscripts, legal
documents, Acts of Virginia and Kentucky, university catalogues and
announcements, magazines, newspapers, professional Journals, court
decisions, addresses of the presidents, and miscellaneous publications,
such as reports, lectures, orations, and letters. Secondary sources
include Kentucky histories, educational histories, histories of medi-
cine, histories of law, related studies, books and periodical articles,
and bilographies.

Primery sourcese.~~The best sources of material on Transylvania
University are the ecollection of manuseripts contained in Transylvania
College. These were catalogued by Lunger 18 in 1911, Contained in
this collection are minutes of the Board of Tpustees, numerous letters,
diaries, receipta; scrapbooks, and other papers, The Rafinesque Papers,
Peter Papers, Buchanan Papers, and some of the Holley Manuscripts have
been added since the catalogning. The Patterson Manuscripts are filed

in the University of Kemtucky and the Drake Manuscripts are owned by the

18 Henry Jo Lunger, "A Catalogue of the Unbound Documents of Tran-
sylvania University, 1783~1851." Unpublished Master's thesis, Transyl-
vania University, 1911, Pp. 191, ,
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Ohio State Historical Socletys The collection at the Presbyterian
Historical Socliety (Philadelphia) contains a very valuable file of
létters and other papers on the early years of Transylvania Seminary
and Transylvania University. The Draper Manuscripts in the Wisconsin
State Historical Society contain thirty-two volumes of bound letters
and other manuscripts, one of the most significant being the Diary of
John Roche, Professor of Ancient Languages, 1818-1829, 19 These manu—
scripts are catalogueds

Journals of the House of Rapresentatives, 2 and Journals of the
Sgnate, 22 contain many reports and discussions concerning prospective
legislation affeeting the university., Statutes st Large 23 contains the
acts passed by the General Assembly of Virginia while Transylvania Semiw
rary was under that state from 1780 to 1792, The Statute Law of

19 praper 17¢C53-98.

20 calendar of the Kentucky Papers of the Draper Colleetion ¢
Manuscriptg. Wisconsin State Historical Society, Calendar Series,
Vol. II. Madison: Published by the Soeiety, 1925. Pp, 624. (Pre=
pared by Mabel C. Weaks).

a Journals of the House of Representatives, 1792-1866.
Seventy=-four volumes. ’

22 Journals of the Senate, 1792-1866. Seventy-three volumes,

23 William W. Hening, Editor, The Statutes at Large; Being a
Collection of All the Laws of Virginia. Richmond: George Cochran,
1810=23, Thirteen volumes.
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Keﬂtugg contains the early laws of Kentucky that affected the univer-
sity. Acts of Kentucky >0 include the acts of the state legislature that
have changed the relationship of Transylvania University to the state.

24

Announcements and catalogues 26 were issued by the university as a whole,
and at intervals for the medical school 27 and the law school. 28

Newspapers 29 most frequently used are those published in Lexing-
ton, 30 but for a nmational viewpoint Niles Wee R ter 3 and the

2 william Littell, Editor, The §tatute Law of Kertucky, Frankfort:
William Hunter, 1809-1819. Five volumes.

25 pcts of Kentu s 1792-1866, Seventy-six volnmes.

Lexington: | he Univera ty,1821 8 5. Title varies. These es.talcguea

Lexington: The University, 1832 and 1851, L, and 8,

29 Some of the contemporary newspeper materials are classified
as secondary sources, depending upon whether they are eye-witness reports.

30 Xentucky Gazette, 1787-1860,
'@rw . 1808-1852.

31 Niles Weekly Register, September, 1811-July, 1849, Seventywsix
volumes. Published at Baltimore, Washington, and Philadelphia,
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National Intelligencer were consulted. 32 Gourt decisions revesl in-
formation sbout the costs of the Medical Hall building, > and the
amount of money recovered by Kentucky University for damages to Tpanw
sylvania University's real property by troops of the federal occupation
during the Civil War. 3h Addresses of presidents, published lectures,
pamphlets, reports, and other miscellaneous published material comprise
the primary materials usede A few early magazines and technical journals
were found useful.

Seco gou «=Sgcondary sources used include such publications
as Tewksbury's The Founding of American Colleges and Universities before
the Civil War, ° Thwing's A History of Higher Education in America, 3
Butts' Ihe College Charts Its Course, 37 the Dictionary of American

32 National Intéll;gengg;, 18011865, Published at Washington, D. C.

33 john McMurtry y. Trustees of Transylvania University, Fayette
Circuit Court, file 996, June 2, 1841.

34 wpeposition of Madison C. Johnson," City of Lexinéton ¥o Kentucky
University, Fayette Circuit Court, file 1717, May 12, 1874.

35 Donald G+ Tewksbury, The F‘eun@i of American Colleges and Uni-
versities before the Civil War with Particular Reference to the Religious
Influences Bearing upon the College Movement. New York: Bureau of
Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1932 Pp. x £ 254

36 Charles F. Thwing, A History of Higher Education in America. New
York: D, Appleton-Century Co., 1906. Pp. xiii # 501,

37 R. Freeman Butts, The College Charts Its Course, Historical Con-
ceptigns and Current Proposals. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1939,
Ppe 4644
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Biography, 38 Lewis' History of Higher Education im Kentucky, 39 Kerrts
History of Kemtucky, 4o and Davidson's History of the Pregbyterian Church

in Kent%g . “l
38
Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone, Editors, Dictionary of Aneri%
%?gi;%m. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1928-1937, enty volumes
eXe .

Alvin F, Lewis, History of Higher Education in Kentucky. U. S.

Bureau of Education, Circular of Information, No. 3. Washington: Governw
ment Printing Offic;, 1899. Pp. 350. ? 2 shingt Y

0

b Charles Kerr, Editor, History of Kentuecky (by W. E. Connelly and
E.ln. Coulter)e New York: American Historical Society, 1922, Five
volumes.

1Al .
Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky.
New York: HRobert Carter Co., 7« Ppeo vii 368,
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CHAPTER II
PIONEER TRANSYLVANIA, 1780-1804

The purpose of this chapter is to discuss the formative period
in Transylvania's history. BEmphasized in this discussion are the
founders! plan to establish a ecentral university with a system of
preparatory schools to act as feeders, the division of party lines
into a liberal party and a Presbyterian-sectarian party as early as
1787, and the establishment of professional schools, medicine and
law,

Transylvania Seminary, 1780-1799

Although acts of 1780 and 1783 authorized the trustees to take
action toward the establigshment of a scheel, they were not able to
open a school until 1785, which was only a grammar school. This scheol
apparently was active for only one year. Various activities consumed
the attention of the trustees, and not until 1789 were they able to
establish a school upon a permanent basis. This, a eclassical school,
was neither prosperous nor large. Not untilll'?%‘, when Harry Toulmin
was elected to head the school, was the quality of instruction placed
upon a very high level. However, in establishing a seminary in a frontier

community, the trustees were faced with many problems not found in other

more gettled areas.

Chartered by Presbyterians.—~Virginia Presbyterians led by Rev,.
20
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(Father) David Rice, Rev. John Todd, and Judge Caleb Wallace were able
to secure passage of bills in 1780 and 1783 in the Virginia legislature
which chartered a seminary and placed it under a cooptative board of
trustees, the majority of whom were Presbyterians.

In 1780 the State of Virginia set aside eight thousand acres of
land within the County of Kentucky, formerly belonging to British
subjects, not yet sold under the law of eacheats and forfeltures,
which might at a future day be a valuable fund for the maintenance
and education of youth, 1 The plan of this act was "for the purpose
of a public school or Seminary of Learning, to be erected in said
county as soon as the circumstances of the county and the state of the
funds will admit.® The trustees who were named by the 1780 act found
their numbers much reduced as a result of Indian warfare, and that the
act empowering them as trustees neither defined their powers nor their
method of electing new members. In an effort to obtain a more workable
charter, these trustees, entertaining "the full persuasion that the
Agsembly will listen with pleasure to évery proposition that has a
tendency to banish Ignorance and Error, and to introduce in their room
what may polish the mamnners, encourage the improvement of the mind,
promote liberality of sentiment and by refining give additional Incentives
to Virtue," petitioned the legislature of Virginia for a revised and more

1

William W. Hening, Editor, The Statutes at Layge, Vol. X, ppe
287-8, Richmond: George Cochran, 1822,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



22
extensive act. 2 It was also represented to the General Assembly that
"voluntary contributions might be obtained from individuals in aid te
the public donations, were the number of the aforesaid trustees now
alive and willing to act, increased, and such powers and privileges
granted them by an act of incorporation.? 3

In answer to these petitions, the act of 1780 was amended, and
twenty-five trustees of Transylvania Seminary were appointed with
"perpetual succession" and were given power "to exercise all the other
powers and privileges that are enjoyed by the visiters and governors
on any college or university within this state." b Twelve thousand
additional acres of land were endowed and exemption from militia duty
was granted to all professors, masters, and students enrolled in the
seminary, The offices of president, professors, and masters were speci-
fied, and they were to "continue in office during good behavioer.® The
trustees were directed to "cause all the students in the said sehinary
to be carefully examined by the professors and masters of the same, on
the several branches of learning which they have respectively studied,
that the fidelity of the teachers, and the diligence of their pupils may

appear;" and at the second stated session the president in open assembly

3 william W, Hening, Editor, op. cit., Vol. XI, pp. 282-83,
b thid., 286.
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was authorized to confer by diploma, signed by the president and five
or more of the trustees, the degree of Bachelor or Master of Arts, upon
all such students, "if deserving." Power was also given to confer any
honorary degrees, which "shall be adjudged to « . « gentlemen on account
of special merit.” The last provision stated that the trustees were "at
all times . + + accountable for their transactions touching any matter

relating to the said semlnary, in such manner as the legislature shall
direct." 5

Administrations of Mitchell and Wilson, 1785~1791.~=The Transyle
vania trustees first met on November 10, 1783, when Rev. David Rice,
a Presbyterian minister, was elected chairman, 6 Rice took a leading
part in the organization of the board and in collecting teaching

apparatus for a proposed school, 7

A year later the trustees resolved
to establish one or more grammar schools, 8 put it was not until
February 1, 1785, that Rev. James Mitchell, a Presbyterian minister,

began teaching students under the Transylvania charter. 9 Hitchell

5 For the entire act, see ibid., pp. 282-87.

6 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lincoln County, November 10, 1783," p, 1.

7 Ibid., p. 2 and Danville, November 3, 1784, pp. 3=5.
8 Ibide, Pe 30

? Ipid., May 26, 1785, p. 6.
Mitchell was Rice's son-in-law and later had an impressive career

in Virginia. See W H, Foote, Sketches of Virginia, Historical and Bioge
raphical, Vol. II, ppe 133-41ls Philadelphia: William S, Martien, 1855,
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remained with Transylvania but one year and the school seems to have
been inactive from 1786 to 1789, However, the trustees continued to
meet and to plan for such time when a school could again be operated. 10
Isaac Wilson, who had a bachelor of arts degree from the "Colledge and
Academy of Philadelphia," was appointed teacher of Latin and Greek
beginning June 1, 1889 "at the Public School house near Lexington." 1
Wilson continued to operate the school for two years.

Early in Wilson's term there were thirteen students, but this
number declined to five toward the end of his employment. 13 Some
evidence of Wilson's success as a teacher is revealed by a descrip-
tion of his comenéonent exercise in April, 1790:

Friday, the 10th inst., was appointed for the examination of the
students of Transylvania Seminary by the trustees, In the presence of
a very respectable audience several elegant spesches were delivered by
the boys, and in the evening a tragedy was acted, and the whole cone
cluded with a farce. The several masterly strokes of eloquence through-
out the performance obtained general applause and were acknowledged
by an universal clap from all presents The good order and decorum

observed throughout the whole, together with the rapid progreiz of the
school in literature, reflects great honor on the President.

10 mpinutes of the Beé.rd of Trustees of Tra.nsylvania Saiimry, |
Danville, September 21, 1786," p. 8-(Lexington, April 14, 1789), p. 2l.
11 Ibid., Danville, June 21, 1786, pp. 8-9.
", o o boarding and accomodations for students may perhaps be
had as good and cheap as in any part of this district, and tuition at

the moderate rate of three pounds per annum." See Kentucky Gazette,
2 (June 13, 1789), 1.

12 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Danville, April 13, 1791, p. 36

13 Ibid., pe 7e
14 The Kentucky Gazette, 3 (April 26, 1790), 1.
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(a) FINANCIAL PROBLEMS.—Transylvenia Seminary faced financial
problems from the beginnings An early commitiee appointed to co]lect
real and personal property for the seminary met with little success. 15
The trustees experienced difficulties in acquiring titles to the lands
granted them by the State of Virginia, 16 and in an attempt to accumu~
late more funds, they asked the General Assembly of Virginia to grant
to Transylvania one=sixth of all surveyor's fees arising within the
Kentucke District, which was at that time being paid to the University
of William and Mary. 17 The suspension of the grammar school from
1786 to 1789 was due to a lack of funds. 15

Lotteries were ﬁaed frequently furing this period by municipalie
ties, churches, and schools to raise funds. The trustees of Transyl-
vania worked out lottery schemes which were to raise $800 and $867,

respectively, in April, 1791; 19 the amount actually received from the

15 "inutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seainary,
Lincoln County, November 10, 1783," p, 1.

16 See ibid., Danville, November 3, 1784, p. 3; July 18, 1787, p;
10; July 19, 1787, pe 12. ‘

17 mid., June 21, 1786, pps 8-9.

18 See ibiﬂo, April 1‘}’ 1789, Pe 2J..

19 Ibid., April 11, 1791, pe 30. The purpose of the lottery was
to raise five hundred pounds for general use,

William W, Hening, Editor, Statutes at Large, Vol, XIII, p. 173.
Philadelphia: Thomas Desilver, 1823,

"Scheme of a lottery," The Kentucky Gazette, 4 (April 30, 1791), 2.
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lottery scheme is not recorded. The treasurer's report showed an un-
expended balance of eighty-six pounds, sixteen shillings, and six pence
on April 12, 1791, 20 However, on the next day one hundred and ten
pounds, five shillings, and eight pence were received from the surveyors
of Nelson, Madison, Jefferson, Woodford, Bourbon, and Lincoln counties,
making the balance one hundred seventy pounds, fourteen shillings, and
two pence. 4 The trustees were very strained at the outset for cash
resources, and this condition seemed to be characteristic throughout
the life of the institution, v

(b) AMINISTRATIVE PROBLEM.—A committee was appointed to present
at the next stated meeting a report on "Whether in their opinions the
present mode of education can be changed for the better," and, if so,

a plan on how best to meet that purpose. 22 The trustees asked the
legislature to repeal such parts of the laws respecting Transylvania
Seminary that required thirbeen members to constitute a board and to
substitute seven as a sufficient number. 23 This reguest obviously
referred to called meetings, for the necessity of having so many members
Present to conduct business had been one of the factors preventing

development of the seminary. The trustees were prompted, in 1790, to

20 myinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lexington, April 12, 1791," p. 32.

2l Ibid., April 13, 1791, p. 35.
22 lhido, PPe 61“‘620
23 Ibide, pe 62
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petition the Virginia legislature "that the number necessary to conduct
the business of the said Seminary should be reduced to seven or such
number as the wisdom of the House may direct." 2k This petition was
acknowledged, and an act of December 3, 1790, stated "that from and after
the passing of this act, seven members shall be sufficient to constitute
a board to transact buslness at the two annual stated meetings, as fixed
by law," 25 Although acknowledging a lack of authority to transact busi-
ness at called meetings with seven members, the board of trustees proceeded
to act illegally, as will be demonstrated later in the election of Harry
Toulmin as president, and in the performance of other business.

~-James Moore, a candidate for
the Presbyterian ministry, 26 was placed at the head of Transylvania
Seminary on September 1, 179l. 27 Moore kgpt the school in his own
house, having no alternative, and was compensated for rent. 28 During
Moore's first year of office Lexington was selected as the permanent
seat of the seminary in answer to a proposal made by the Transylvania
Company, which offered a lot of Mabout Three acres on the South side of
2. Loulsville: The Filson Cjub, 1914.

25 William W, Hening, Editor, Statutes at Large, Vol XIII, p. 147,
Philadelphiat Thomas Desilver, 1823,

26 mfinutes of the Transylvania Presbytery, Danville, April 26,
179‘..," Vol. I, Pe 120,

27 mMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
April 12, 1792’” p‘ ‘C‘ZO

28 Tpig. s April 12, 1792, p. 42. The rent for one academic year
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Lexington in a high and commanding situation.” 27 An early scholarship
arrangement made it ’possible for as many as ten orphan boys, whose talents
seemed to merit such consideration, to attend the seminary. 30 Moore
served as head of the school until October, 1794. 31

Reports submitted by Moore indicate that he was not satisfied with
the position of president. He wrote in 1792 that he would have to re-
sign, 32 and remained in 1793 only on the condition of procuring an
assistant, He complained that he had too much work to do and that the
salary was too low. But despite teaching in a mew brick building, loeated
in Lexington, his students numbered only sixteen, and he omitted the
teaching of criticism, belles lettres, logie, metaphysies, and moral
philosophy. 33 In his letter of resignation, Moore stated that many of
his students had been absent during the past three or four weeks, and
requested the board to call upon certain "whisperers" against himself
to speak out, and thus give the board an 6ppor’ounity to act "as the
interest and dignity of the institution which you patronize demand.® 3k

amounted to four pounds, thirteen shillings, and four pence. Part of
Moore's salary was paid in property, see ibid., October 8, 1792, Pe kke

29 Ibig., April 8’ 1793, PDe 52‘53'

30 Ipid., October 9, 1793, p. 59; these scholarships were revoked
the following year, see ibid., June 30, 179, p. 75.

31 vid., February 5, 1794, p. 64s Agter the two-year administration
of Harry Eauhin, Moore again became head of Transylvania, a position he
held until 1804.

32 nJames Moore to John Hawkins Esg., letter, dated September 27,
1792." Manuscript. Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia.

33 #James Moore to John Bradford, letter, dated October 7, 1793."
Manuscript. Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia.

34 nJjames Moore to John Bradford, letter, dated April 7, 1794."
Manuscript. Presbyterian Historieal Soeiety, Philadelphia,
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Apparently no action was taken in regard to this request. Moore may

have been referring to a party controversy, although the evidence is not
positive on this point.

Toulmin and Presbyterian secession, 1794~1796.~At a meeting on
February 5, 1794, not a stated meeting, a committee was appointed to
confer with James Moore concerning his acceptance of the office of
President of Tramsylvania Semnlnary. 35 Upon motion, a ballet for
president, whose office was to commence October 9, 1794, was taken, and
Rev. Harry Toulmin, a Baptist minister with professed Unitarian and
Socinian views, 36 was elected president. 37 Toulmin carried a letter
of recommendation from James Madison when he arrived in lLexington in search
38

of a position as teacher, The trustees' confidence in Toulmin's ability

as a teacher is evidenced from an anneunceﬁent stating "The presidency of
the College is committed to Mr. Harry Toulmin, whose qualifications for

and experience in such business induce the most flattering expectations.” 39

35 uMinutes of the Board of Tpustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lexington, February 5, 1794," p. bLe. ‘

36 See Willard R. Jillson, A Trang{lvania I¥ddlogye. Frankfort:
The Kentucky State Historiecal Society, 1932, Pp. 204, This volume con-
tains three of Toulmin's works, published originally in 1791, 1792, and
1793,

37 mMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lexington, February 5, 179%," p. 6L

38 nJames Madison to John Breckinridge, letter, dated Orange,
November 19, 1793." Manuscript. Library of Congress. Letters of

recommendation usually sald to have been sent by Thomas Jefferson were
not founde

39 Kentucky Gazette, 10 (July 5, 1794), 1.
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Although Toulmin's writings, orations, and later success as a statesman ko
indicate his rare scholarship, a student, an eyewitness, wrote that "Mr.
Toulmin was a fine scholar and as to learning was amply gqualified for a
teacher, yet he was deficient in the natural taet necessary to make a
successful teacher." b1

A controversy developed within the board concerning the election of
Toulmine The minority complained that the election was premature, being
about eight months before a vacancy, and not at a stated meeting and
because there were not thirteen members who agreed to vote on the oceasion.
"Therefore, the Election was not held as directed by Law, nine only having
Voted." h2 Moore resigned on April 9, 1794, and a committee was appointed
to superintend the classical school and to appoint a teacher pro tempore
to conduct the school until Toulmin's arrival,
‘ On November 23, 1795, an act of the legislature suspended the trustees
from any further proceeding in the execution of the trust reposed in them,
muntil the end of the present General Assembly.” 43 The board emtertained

a strong belief that this restraining law was “emacted either without just

4O see Harry Toulmin, *Independence Day Oration," The Gusrdian of

Ll nhe Life and Times of Robert B, McAfee," Kentucky vs;r,atg Higtori=-
cal Society Register, 24 (Second quarter, 1927), 134, MNcAfee was a student
at Trwsyfvania Sﬁn ary from 1795 to 1796.

b2 nMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lexington, February 5, 1794," p. 66,

43 Ibid., November 23, 1795, p. 103.

William Littell, Editor, The Statute Law of Kentucky, Vol. I,
Pe 345. Frankfort: William Hunter, 1809,
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or upon improper suggestions of the situation, rights and privileges of
the seminary, and requested the privilege of the General Assembly to
support their manifestations at the bar of the House, or in such other
way as may be thought best. b sonn Breckenridge (also spelled Breckin-
ridge) was employed as assistant council to George Wighwilssat the same
pay to present the seminary's case. b3

Toulmin's first report states that he started with six studenti'é and
had over thir’sy under his immediate supervision in October, 1794. 47 His
report for April, 1795, indicated that progress was being made, but it
was not as promising as the first. He pointed out that the enrollment
had declined to twenty-cne, and explained that this was due to boarding
conditions. 48 Reports for October, 1795, and April, 1796, are not
available, but Robert Bs Mcifee wrote that the student body was composed

of not more than eighteen or twenty at the time of Toulmin's

. bk wyinutes of the Board of Tprustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lexington, November 23, 1795," p. 105,

k5 1pid,

hé "Harry Toulmin to John Bradford, report, undated." Manuseript,
Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Although undated, this
report is obviously that of October, 1794.

47 mig.
e "Harry Toulmin, report, to Board of Trustees, Transylvania

Seminary, dated April, 1795." Manuseript. Presbyterian Historical
Society, Philadelphia,

William W. Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier, Vole II,
The Presbyterians, pp. 579-83. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1936
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resignation. k9 Toulmin gave as his reasons for resigning the faet that
the salary was inadequate, the legislation rendered the position toe
fprecarious”" by filling it from year to year, and circumstances attending
his first nomination operated against the institution, 50 Information
was received by the trustees on June 3, 1796, that Kentucky Academy was
desirous to communicate on the ksubject of a union of the two seminaries, 51

Moore's second administration, 1796-1799+~~Toulmin had predicted

that a new era in the history of Tpansylvania was commencing, but he had

questioned:

It is now to be tried whether after all the past difficulties in
assembling a board, whether after all those striking instances which have
been exhibited of that discordance of sentiment so incident to the frail
state of humanity; it is now to be tried whether thirteen breasts can
be animated with an hitherto unexampled ardour in prosecuting the business

of the institution, « « « whether §girteen can assemble twice a year and
be all of one heart and one soul,

This division of parties within the board continued to plague the
school for another quarter of a century, as Toulmin may have surmisede

James Moore, elected unanimously on September 23, 1796, as president

L9 wine Life and Times of Robert B. McAfee," Kentucky State Historical
Society Register, 2 (Second quarter, 1927), 134, Toulmin presented his
resignation at the April, 1796, meeting., See "Minutes of the Board of
Tpustees of Transylvania Seminary, Lexington, April 4, 1796," p. 106;
Kentucky Gazette, 9 (April 9, 1796), 2.

50 Kentucky Gazette, 9 (April 9, 179), 2.

51 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary, Lex-
ington, June 3, 1796," p. 108,

52 Kentucky Gazette, 9 (April 9, 1796), 2.
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of the seminary, accepted the office on October 3. 53 A student., an

eyewitness, wrote:

The trustees had been able to secure the services of Regverend
James Moore, an Episcopalian preacher and one among the best men who
ever liveds He had been superceded by Mr. Toulmin, under circumstances
calculated to wound his feelings yet upon earnest solicitation from

his friends he again took charge of zhe school, which brought to it a
considerable increase of students. > '

A uhion with Kentucky Ajademy was proposed, 2 terms of the union
were recorded in the minutes, and a tentative agreement reached on
October 24, 1796, to become effective on January 1, 1797, but was not
#inally sccepteds >C At the October, 1798, stated mesting, a committee
was directed to confer with representatives from Kentucky Academy about
a union, and to report within seven weeks. 57 A committee was appointed
on November 2, 1798 to inquire into the possibility of a union between
the Transylvania Seminary and the Kentucky Academy and the Lexington
58

Academy or either of them. A petition was forwarded to the

53 mMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lexington, September 23, 1796,* p. 111, and October 3, 1796, p. 112.

5k *The Life and Times of Robert Be McAfee," Kentucky State
Historical Society Register, 24 (Second quarter, 1927), 139.

55 ®Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary,
Lexington, October 3, 1796," p. 11k,

56 mﬂ., October 2"-’ 1796’ Pe 121,
57 Ibid., October 1, 1798, p. 168,
58 Inid., November 2, 1798, p. 168.
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legislature on November 3, 1798, proposing the establishment of a uni=
versity out of the two academies, Transylvania Seminary and Kentucky

Acadenmy. 59

Presbyterian Sectarianism and Kentucky Academy, 1794-1799

The roots for the establishment of Kentucky Academy lay in the
place assigned to religion in the curriculum of Tpansylvania Seminary
and in the philosophy of education of the trustees of Transylvania
Seminary from 1783 to 1794. Several letters, published in 1787, bring
into the open the paternalistic attitude of the Presbyterian Church
toward Kentucky's public school, Transylvania Seminary. Other letters
indicate that some liberal-mindéd leaders in the community desired
that the public school be operated completely free from any sectarian
dominatlon or preference. Since the Church of Virginia had been dis=
established, it was feared by some that a tie of church and public
school might operate in favor of another established church.

This controversy between Presbyterianism and liberalism culminated
in the Presbyterians' withdrawal from Transylvania Seminary in faver of
the establishment of a seminary of their own, which was chartered as
Kentueky Academy in 1794. However, upon the establishment of their own
school, the Presbyterians continued their activities toward gaining

control of Transylvania Seminary. They were able to bring sufficient

59 Ibido’ Pe 170,
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pregsure to cause the resignation of the liberal president, Harry Toulmin,
in 1796. During the next two years overtures were made between the two
schools for consolidation, which finally was agreed upon in 1798 to be-
come effective January 1, 1799.

A sectarian point of viewe—-An article signed "Catholicus," pro-
bably written by Caleb Wallace, is the most enlightening of the comments
appearing on this subject. 60 After discussing the delay of the trustees
in establishing a school, "Catholicus" reasoned that the election of
teachers may have been delayed because the trustees, "being of various
Religious Denominations, are each of them averse from the election of
Teachers, until they severally can have the prospect of succeeding in
the choice of those who are of their own Profession.® "Catholicus" gave
advice to the Presbyterian majority of the board of trustees as follows:

I am therefore persuaded, that the Gentlemen will candidly consider
by what means thelr pernicious consequences may be avoided in the inter-
esting business they have been entrusted with, It is an essential right
of free agency, to embrace the doctrines we prefer; and it is as certainly
a violation of the same right, to enforce them on others by any methods

but that of persuasion: therefore should a faction predominate in any

social combination, it may subvert the privileges the compact was designed
to secure.

#Catholicus® proceeded to propose three remedies to answer the
problem of religion in the public school., (1) He suggested that a
"kind of balance between the Sects" be kept up by the board's election
of an equal number of teachers from each sect. (2) He pointed out

60 e Kggtggz: Gazette, 1 (September 1, 1787) » 1o For pseudonym,
see Calendar t ntucky Papers of th Manue.

e Draer Collection o
scripts, pe 30, Madison: Wisconsin State Historical Society, 1925
(Prepared by Mabel C, Weaks).
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that religious instruction "be solely confined to mere moral precepts

and the knowledge of things temporal,™ without permitting any "Theologi-
cal Tenets to be taught, or Religious Exercises to be performed within
the limits of the institution." (3) He advised in his third remedy
that the designs of a seminary of learning can neither be considered
as a political nor an ecclesiastical institution, but should be consi-
dered like a private famlly, being conducted so as to be subservient
to the true interest of both eivil and religious lifes "Catholicus®
wrote: "Without regard to Denominations, let Matters of enlarged |
minds and virtuous deportment be encouraged; the moral Sentiments
being the same in all, where they are not obscured by ignorance nor
corrupted by vice, it will be found that such Men generally agree in
the great Doctrines of Religion, however they may differ about Rites,
Ceremonies, or matters of Speculation, which all parties must acknowledge
to be of less importance and of doubtful disputation; and as such, may
be deferred until the mind is well furnished and at leisure for their
investigation.® "Catholicus®™ summarized that his system, one coms-
mitting the education of youth to parents and guardians, had been uni-
versally adopted in every age, and that it was far more rational than
that "of discarding all Religion from Seminaries of Learning, through
fear that the Students may embrace that which is erroneous." Yet,
"Catholicus" did not favor the teaching of morals without theology.
This plan might eliminate sectarian jealousy, it would also have "a

powerful tendency to eradicate any remains of the Christian religion
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with which we are still shackled." He suggested a plan wherein
Christianity and education would be united very intimately in the
seminary. He would not favor a "Religion of Nature," which "like
Fate, means nothing that has yet been defined." It can be surmised
that "Catholicus® did not approve educating Unitarians, "Deists,"
“Arians," "Socinians," and others of similar views, without subjeeting
them to orthodox doctrines., A letter signed "Roger Dean" inquired sar-
castically of "Catholicus"'s religion and asked for another article
further explaining the subjeet of the first, 61

A liberal point of view.—-A letter signed "A Transylvanian" took
an opposing view from "Catholicus," and, after speMg of the neglect
to enlighten tendsr minds and impress young hearts with the prineiples
of virtue and honor as a "disgrace upon human nature,"” he stated that
he did not favor "banishing religion from seminaries of learning," but
that he recognized a difference betweem schools and churches. é2 np
Transylvanian® thought it sufficient "to inspire the tender minds of
youth with a reverence for the religion of their country; and a sine
cere benevolence for all who profess it," but believed that there were
only two ways that a seninai-y of learning could be kept from becoming

subservient to the views of a particular sect, First, the teachers

61 e Kentucgz Gazette, 1 (September 15, 1787), 2.
62 m,q Kentucky Gazette, 1 (November 10, 1787), 1,
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mast be chosen in some equal manner from the different denominations
of Christians, and, second, the board should impress upon the teachers
that they are "employed to enlarge the minds and not to « . o train
up their pupils for the controversies of particular sects."

Controversy: _sectar sm versus liberalism.,—A letter signed
WPaddy Moneysdlan® O3 stated that he thought "Catholicus" "a very good
Christian," and stated that the latter's tgainsayers ought for shame
to stop their mouths." A letter signed by "A Sectarian® Sh stated the
sectarian view point and opposed the liberal views of "A Transylvanian.”
"A Sectarian®, in answering "A Tpransylvanian," stated that those who
were superstitious and party spirited do not generally take the leader~
ship in education cut of the hands of those who are liberal and disine
terested, However, he said that sectarians, with a benevolent regard for
the public, were obliged to take the leadership in education because
liberal-minded citizens usually were not interested in taking a leading

role. MA Sectarian' concluded:

We have spent years in wishing and praying, that the liberal and
disinterested would take the lead; and with wisdom and vigour conduct
the important business of the education of youth: but we have waited
till our small stock of patience is exhausted and see no hopeful move-

ment yet « « « o As to the disinterested, I find from long observation
and experience that nothing can be expected of them.

Thus the two positions of opposing forces, which were long to
remain a controversy within the administration of Tpansgylvania Seminary,

63 The Kentucky Gazette, 1 (November 10, 1787), 1,
6k The Kentucky Gazette, 1 (December 22, 1787), 1.
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early took shape. The Presbyterian position varied from time to tin;e,
but was characteriied by an intimate relationship between orthodox
religion and public education. The liberal position opposed a close
relationship between education and any particular religion, especially
when the latter attempted to effeet a tie between chureh and state.

Kentucky Academy, by—product of controversy.—-By 1793 the Presby-

terians had lost control of the board through frequent replacements
65

and through the law of 1790, which stated that "seven members shall

~ be sufficient to constitute a board to transact business at the two
annual stated meetings, as fixed by law." The act of 1783, chartering
Transylvania Seminary, had stated that "not less than thirteen of the
said trustees shall constitute a board to determine upon any matter
relating to the seminary, and in fixing upon the place for establishing
the seminary, forming the constitution thereof, electing the president
and professors, and ascertaining their salaries; as also in the disposal
of any lands belonging thereto, thirteen of the members shall concur in

opinien thereupon.* 66 ,

With the Presbyterians' loss of control of the board and with
Yearly elections of the president, it was a simple matter for the
liberals to elect Regve Harry Toulmin, who embraced the liberal

65 William W. Hening, Editor, The Statutes at Large, Vol XIII,
Pe 147. Philadelphia: Thomas Desilver, 1823,

66 Ibid., Vole XI, ps 286, Richmond: George Cochran, 1823,
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Republican pai‘ty in politics, and who adhered to some Socinlan views
in religions This situation was revolting to Presbyterian Calvinism,
Ag a result the Presbyterians set about to establish their own grammar
school and academy immediately, and to work toward regaining control
of Tpansylvania Seminary at leisure.

Presbyterian clergymen for the frontier.—<As early as February,
1792, the Presbyterians recorded indirectly some dissatisfaction with
Transylvenia Seminary as a proper place for the training of their
ministers. The trustees of the Trans&lvania Presbytery resolved:
"Preébytery being deeply sensible of the importance of training up
youth for the gospel ministry and at the same time without the means
in these new western settlements to procure books and other apparatus
necessary for this purpose do hereby appoint Mr, Rice to solicit donas-
tions in the Eastern settlements to carry the better this design into
execution,." 67 The Tpansylvania Presbytery took definite action on
April 24, 17%, and resolved that a grammar school be established
#within their bounds,® with David Rice, James Crawford, James Blythe,
Robert Patterson, and John Caldwell, or any three of them as cemiasioners.68

Evidence that the school was established immediately is revealed
by the fact that an investigating cormittee was appointed on October 8,

67 miinutes of Transylvania Presbytery, Danville, February 29, 1792,
Vol. I, po 61. .

68 Tvigd., April 24, 179, Vol. I, p. 110,
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1794, David Bice and James Blythe were appointed commissioners to
the General Assembly for purposes of procuring a charter for the

70 Rice and Blythe
were also appointed solicitors of donations for the academy to be

academy, 69 which was granted December 12, 179,

secured in the Atlantic states. n There they were received by
President Washingtom who, along with James Madison and Aaron Burr,

gave cash contributions for the school. 7 James Moore, who resigned
the presidency of Transylvania Seminary on April 9, 1794, 3 was
announced as teacher of the Kentucky Academy grammar school, on

April 13, 1796, Th in spite of the fact that he had been diamissed as
a Presbyterian ministerial candidate in April, 1794, 75 and that he
had remonstrated against the presbytery in such terms that a com~
mittee consisting of Rice, Shannon, and Blythe was appointed to "defend
the proceedings of this presbytery respecting the same.t 76

69 Ibid., October 10, 1794, Vole I, p. 141,

70 mpn Aet for Establishing the Kemtucky Academy and Incorporating

the Trustees Thereof." Manuseript, Kentucky State Historical Society,
Frankfort.

™. miinutes of Transylvania Presbytery, Danville, October 10, 1794,
Vols I, pe 141,

72 Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky,
292-93, New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847,
73 mfinutes of the Board of Tpustees of Transylvania Seminary,

Lexington, April 9, 1794," p. 70.

Th miinutes of Transylvania Presbytery, Danville, April 13, 1796,"
Vole II, pe 96

75 Ibid., April 26, 1794, Vols I, pe 120
76 Ibid., February 13, 1795, Vol. II, p. 10l.
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Kentucky Academy's seminary did not open until 1797. The Tran=
sylvania Presbytery resolved in September, 1797, ” to "give up their
care of the Pisgah grammar school, as also their right to the house
in which said school is taught and any and all lands given for its
use, to the Trustees of the Kentucky Academy to dispose of the same
for use of said Academy as they may think proper, so soon [ as _7
Said Academy shall be openedl" 78

Merger of Transylvania Seminary and Kentucky Academy

It has been stated that two months after Toulmin resigned the
presidency of Transylvania Sgminary, a committee from Kentucky Academy
approached the trustees of Tpransylvania Seminary on the subject of a
union between the two schools, 79 The trustees of each school seemed
receptive to a union, in spite of the fact that the resources of Kentucky
Academy amounted to 621 pounds, 3 shillings, and 4-3/k pence cash; 288
pounds, 11 shillings, and 6 pence in books, and various uncollected
subscriptions amounting to 1,389 pounds. 80 Although each board made
official declarations of a desire to promote the public good, the real

77 Ibid., September 14, 1797, Vol, II, p. 150,
78 Inid,

79 mfinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminary, Lexw
ington, June 3, 1796," p. 106.

80 Ibid., September 23, 1796, po. 112 and October 11, 1796, pp. 117-18,
The Tpansylvenia Seminary trustees requested a statement of the Kemtucky

ﬁadix'gé funds on September 23, 1796, and received the statement on October
s ) *
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motives on the psrt of both institutions seem to be of a financial
charactere The trustees of the seminary were very much in need of the
active funds of the academy, since their treasurer's report on April,
1796, showed cash in hand as 32 pounds and 15 shillings, and an amount
due the seminary on January 1, 1795, as 306 pounds, 6 shillings, and
2 pence. 8l The academy owned little real property, and the trustees
sought control over the seminary properties, consisting of 8,000 acres
of land, 82 two school buildings, a home for the president, one-sixth
of the surveyoer's fees, and location in the important towm of Lexington.
They could d this by obtaining representation on the board of trustees
of the seminary, which would be strengthened by the collaboration of
fellow partisans already neml.aers. 8

The question of a union arose again in October, 1796, when the
affairs of the two institutlions had reached such a state that a con-

solidation appeared profitable to both parties. 8l Both schools

81 Ibide, April 4, 1796, p. 106.

82 Transylvania Seminary lost the twelve thousand acres given in
1‘783, by act of the Virginia Leg:.slature. See Charles Caldwell, A
Ch

esidant of Transy vnié University, with an Appéndix, Pe 194,
Boston: Hilliard, Gray, Little, and Wilkins, 1828,

&3 Especially William Morton and Alexander Parker. Levi Todd,
Robert Todd, and John Campbell had also opposed the election of Toulmin.

84 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Seminmary,
Lexington, October 1, 1798," p, 168, The Transylvania Seminary committee
was sent to both the Lexington Academy and Kentucky Academy with orders
to effect a union with either or both. November 2, 1798, p. 168,
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favored consolidation and a petition was forwarded to the General
Assembly for a new charter. 85 The terms of the union were very simi-
lar to those tentaiively agréed upon in 1796, with the exception of
‘the union of the boardse Two plans of combining the boards were in-
cluded in the petition. The previously suggested method favored the
seminary with its larger number of trustees, but the alternative
arrangement, whereby ten members from each board, together with the
governor of the state, were selected to compose the new board, was
adopted by the legislature.’ The charter for Transylvania University,
which was the act of union of the two schools, was passed on December
22, 1798, to take effect January 1, 1799, 86

Less care was shown in deciding upon this step than the trustees
had exercised in 1796, when they investigated the resources of Kentucky
Academy before reaching any agreements. John Bradford described the

action as follows:

At the time the union of these institutions took place, the
pecuniary resources of the Transylvania Seminary, were extremely low;
and the only motive of some of its Tpustees to consent to the union,
was the hope of acquiring, in cash &600; a sum reported to be im the
treasury in the Kentucky Academy; but after the union, when the treasury
came to be examined, it was found to be empty of cash, and the only
fund was notes and bonds, to an amount less than %500, with some

85 Ipid., November 3, 1798, p. 170.

86 W§111iam Littell, Editor, The Statute Law of Kentucky, Vol. II,
pPPe 234~36. Frankfort: William Hunter, 1810,

Kentucky Gazette, 12 (December 26, 1798), 1.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



45
subscriptions, no part of which could be collected. So that the only
advantage obtained by the union, was the addition of ten of the trus-—
tees of the Kentucky Aecademy, to the same number of those of Transy%gi
vania Seminary, to manage the concerns of Transylvania University.

Robert Parker's report on the part of the trustees of Kentucky

Academy, dated January 15, 1799, reached the same conclusion as that of
Bradford, in regard to the resources of the school.

Partisan Transylvania University, 1799-1804

The act chartering Transylvania University, along with the
academy act approved at the same time, set up an extensive plan of
higher education in Kentucky with Transylvania University as the
capstone of the state systeme. The chief weakness of this plan of
education was the absence of a public elementary school system to
feed the academles, and, in turn, the university. An alternative
plan empowering the Transylvania University trustees to establish
from time to time, at the seat of the univeréity or elsewhere, "one
or more schools as nurseries for the said university" was used in only
one instance, and that was the preparatory department of the univer-
sity.

Rev. James Moore was made president of the university and he

87 John Bradford, "Notes on Kentucky, No., 52," Kentucky Gazette,
i1 (January 18, 1828), 1.

83 Journal of the Senate, 1825-6, Thirty-fourth Assembly (Novem
ber 7, 1825 - December 21, 1825), November 25, 1825, p. 153.
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continued in that office until 1804. It is not lmown why he sur-

rendered the presidency, but on October 4, 1804, Rev. James Blythe,
the local Presbyterian clergyman and professor of the scierces, was
elected president pro tempore. The university as a whole enjoyed
considerable success at the start, although the total number of
students did not exceed fifty per session in the earlier years.

Disharmony in the board of trustees was evidenced by their
slowness in selecting a permanent chairman. A conflict between two
factions of the board became heated when a group of students presented
to the board of trustees a petition containing charges against Rev,
James Welsh, which caused the latter's resignation,

Plan of a central university.—<The General Assembly envisioned a
great system of education in Kentucky whem they passed acts in 1798
chartering Transylvania University, and endowing academies throughout
the state. The academy act, which éndowed an academy in every Kenw
tucky county, stated that these schools were "to be nurseries of
Transylvania, as the State University." 89 The act consolidating
Transjlvania_. Seminary and Kentucky Aeademy, chartering Transylvania
University, authorized the trustess to "establish at the seat of the
said university, or elsewhere, one or more schools, as nurseries for

the said university.® % Caleb Wallace, one of the principal founders,

89 william Littell, Editor, The Statute Law of Kentucky, op. git.,
Vole II, ppe 219-31,

2 Ibid., p. 228.
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wrote that "The combined Aets of 1798 established the most enlightened,

practical, and complete system of education that could, at that time,
be witnessed in America." a

The state did not follow the Jefferson plan 72 and established its
system of publéc elementary schools as late as 1838, thirty-nine years
after chartering Transylvania University. However, liti.:.le effort to
utilize thelr authority was made by the university trustees, who were
authorized to establish at the seat of the university or elsewhere "one
or more schools, as nurseries for the said university." Without a system
of elementary schools to supply students to the academies, the state
system of academies could not hope to prosper. Again, the university
would not be able to expand unless a system of "feeder" academies were
maintained on an efficlent level to furnish studenmts for the university.

Although the consolidation gave the university the six thousand
acres of land formerly belonging to Kentucky Academy, 73 the trustees'
pleas for financial assistance from the state met with little success. e
With little financial aid from the state, no endowment from private

91 Ggleb Wallace quoted in Mabel H, Pollitt, A Biography of James
Kennedy Patt s President of the University of Kentucky from 1869
to 1910, pe ﬁo. Lexington: Security Trust Co., 1925,

92 pndrew J. Lipscomb, Editor, The Writ#gs of Thomas Jefferson,
Vol. I, ppe 70-71l, Washington, Ds Ce: The Thomas Jefferson Memorial
Association, 1903,

: 93 minutes of the Board of Tpustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, December 7, 1799," Vol. I, p. 50,

% Ipid., October 6, 1800, Vol. I, pe 63.
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means, and no prospect of any sizable income other than tuition charges,
the school was established under conditions other than promising. Since
the public school system, upon which the university rested as a capstone,
was immature and incomplete, even the anticipated income from tuition
reward could not be large, due to the prospect of small enrollments.

Ambitious organization.~~In addressing the students at the opening
of the second half-year session on May 5, 1800, Moore, in discussing
the successful pursuit of learning, pointed out that the most important
quality in the student was "an eager curiosity, or ardent desire of
knowledge." % Moore advised the students the following year that
"We shall spare you no pains to give you the best intelligent instruction
on the various subjeets which may come before you." % A medical depart-
ment was organized with Doctors Frederick Ridgely and Samuel Brown as
professors. 7 Brown founded Kappa Lambda, a professional mediesl
fraternity with aims to improve the standards of the medical profession,
between 1799 and 1802, %» This was the first professional Greek-letter

9 Kentucky Gazette, 1i (May 5, 1800), 1.

9 Kentucky Gezette, 15 (January 2, 1801), 1.

E Ibid., January 8, 1799, p. 3.

98 See "lMinutes, dated Lexington, Feb. 2, 1803, and October 5, 1803."

Manuseript. Transylvania College, Lexington, Names and activities reveal
that these are minutes of this organization, although the nature of the

society excluded the name. See Ken§ ;Eé_%z Gazette, 17 (August 16, 1803), 2,
for proof that Kappa lambda and on cal Society were separate

organizationse

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



49

fraternity in America. %9 George Nicholas, whom a contemporary described
as a wellweguipped lawyer, an equal of Madison in argument, and as being
fprobably the only man in the convention whom Henry feared,” 100 was
appointed professor of law and politics in the law school. 101 The re-
publican politiecal philesophy was taught with such fidelity in the law

school that Thomas Jefferson advised young Virginiens to study at Tran=

sylvania University. 102

The university was organized into an academy composed of a classlcal
school for the instruction of Greek and Latin, and a school for the French
language, together with a grammar school for the instruction of reading,
writing, and common arithmetic. 103 Students from the academy were re-
ceived into college in accordance with terms of admission established
in the Laws of the University. The collegiate course of science in the

university was under the guidance of a principal and one professor under

99 Benjamin H. Frayser, "Kappa Lambda, the First Professional
Fraternity, A secret Society of Medicos Founded about 1800, and Containe
ing Many Characteristics of the Modern Fraternity, Including National

Aspect,” Banta's Greek Exc@?, 23 (October, 1935), 334~37, 3k4i.
"Preface," North American Medical and Surgical Journal,

4 (First quarter, l§2§?, i=xvi. (Philadelphia: Kappa Alpha Association

of the United States, 1826),

100 Hugh B, Grisby, History of the Virginia Ratification Convention,
pP. 289, Philadelphia: Thomas Desilver, 1819.

101 mMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, January 8, 1799," Vol. I, p. 3.

102 1pid., January 8, 1799, Vol. I, p. 3; October 18, 1799, Vol. I,
pP. 31; and October 25, 1799, Vole. I, p. 32

103 1pid., October 18, 1799, Vol. I, p. 28.
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whom the students studied for two years. The first year course included
geography, algebraz, Buclid, trigonometry and mensuration, navigatien,
conic sections, English grammar, and compositiocn. The second year course
included natural philosophy and astronomy, moral philosophy, logic,
chronolegy and general history, rhetoric and belles-lettres, and Reid's
and Stewart's Essays. 104 v

The faculty was orgémized and minutes were ordered to be kept of
their transactions, 105 A set of laws was published under the title,
"Laws of the Transylvania University," including sections on examinations,
study, public speaking, religious worship, and punishments. 106 A com-
mittee was appointed "to frame an address to the Legislature praying aid
to erect additional buildings to the University stating the increase of
students and the insufficiency of funds for this purpose.® 107 The trug-
tees advertiaedb the university in the néwspapers, stating "the extraordinary

success that has attended this Institution for some time past and present

prospects of the Board.® 108

Conflict of Presby_b' erian and liberal parties.—& conflict between

10k 1pi4., pp. 28-29.

105 1big., October 18, 1799, Vol. I, pps 30-3L.
106 1pid., October 25, 1799, Vol. I, pp. 35-40.
107 Ipbid., October 6, 1800, Vol. I, p. 63.

108 1p14., p. 6k
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parties within the board became apparent at the outset when a permanent
chairman of the board could not be decided upon. This conflict was
brought into the open when ni:ie students presented to the board of
trustees a petition containing charges against Reve James Welsh. This
petition no 1ongar exists among the sources. The charges were of such
a nature that the board held a public hearing on the whole case from
June 24 to July 1, 1801. Twenty students gave evidence against Welsh
and four testified in his favor. 109 A large part of the testimony
contained evidence that Welsh was too rough toward his students, that
he was not a good disciplinarian, and that he accused certain Baptist
ministers of preaching blasphemy. Eyidence on these points was heavy
against Welsh, and his personal defense was weak; however, the real
reason for the hearings on Welsh did not develop from these charges,
but in his eppoaitieh to the radical religion and Republiecan polities
of the greater part of the student body. The trustees on the liberal
side consistently voted with the students, while those of the Presby=
terian faith voted with Welsh. By vote of the board, Welsh was continued
as a professore On the following day, fifteen students withdrew from

10
school, and the trustees called for a report from the faculty, in

109 wHearings on Rev. James Welsh, dated, June 24 - July 1, 1801,
Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexington. There is a copy by Shane
with the Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia,

110 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,

John Bradford, "Notes on Kentucky, No. 53," Kentucky Gazette,
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consequence of which they decided that Welsh "can no longer be serviceable
to this University as a professor." 111 A vote of nine to eight passing
this resolution led to ﬁelsh's resignation, 12 This vote was a result
of pressure exerted by the students rather than by the séctarians' con=
trol of the board. The Welsh case is a clear example of lack of academic
freedom at Transylvania during this period,

Sometime after the Welsh hearings, students reported by petitien
to the board of trusteéa requesting an investigation of the rumor that
there was a deistical club in the university. 13 4 committee of four
trustees, two sectarians, and two liberals investigated and reported:

o o o that there is not any society in the University for dis=
cussing deistical sentiments, nor even for examining or debating on
controverted points of religion. And that the Laws of the University
on this subject, are carefully attended to by professors and studentse
That the report had originated, elther from mjgtaken ideas, or with
those whe are unfriendly te the institution,

Two actions of the board (refusal to act on a petition favering
the election of James Madison to the presidency, and the replacement
of James Moore by James Blythe, a Presbyterian, as president) indicate
that the sectarians had gained definite control of that body by 180k,

A petition from a large group of liberal citizens urged the election

Bl wmyinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvanla University,
Lexington, July 2, 1801," Vol. I, pp. 97-98.

12 pq,

B3 1pig., June 9, 1802, Vol. 1, ppe 211-12,
John Bradferd, "Notes on Kentucky, No. 53," op. git.

11 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, Jllne 11’ 1802’" VOl. I, Pp. 21‘1."‘15.
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of James Madison, President of William and Mary and Episcopalian Bishop
of Virginia, as president in 1802. 15 In a letter dated March 29, 1802,
Madison had expressed his willingness to accept the presidency, if satis-
factory terms could be arrangede né The petition stated that James
Moore was willing to resign, and that Madison was acceptable to the re-
maining professors, A salary of one thousand dollars a year was guaranteed
by a pledge, carrying many of the names on the petition. 7 A committee
of trustees recommended his election but no further action was taken toward
bringing him to Kentucky.

On October 4, 1804, Rev. James Blythe, Lexington Presbyterian clergy-
man and professor of sciences, was elected president pre Mr_g} 18He
was unable to qualify for dutlies of the president assigned by law, those
of professor of moral philosophy, logic, eriticism, and belles lettrese

There is no clear explanation as to how Rev. James Moore, Episcopalian

=

minister, ceased being president. A writer signing the name of "Aristides,
purporting to have been a student about the time of Moore's replacement

in the presidency, wrote: "The presidency was wrested from an

115 wpetition, dated, Lexington, 1802." Manuseript. Presbyterian
Historical Soclety, Philadelphia,

116 wugeorge Madison to Col. James Trotter, letter, dated March 29,
1802." Manuseript. Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia,

117 "Pledge, dated, April, 1802," Manuscript. Presbyterian
Historical Society, Philadelphia. v

118 "Report to consider George Madison's letter to Col. James

Trotter, filed, April 15, 1802." Manuseript. Transylvania College,
Lexington. : ‘
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Episcopalian, who was an ornament of virtue." 119 petitien from

students, calling attention to his eminent qualifications as a teacher
and urging that he be retained, was received on Octoﬁer 3, 1804, 120
After repeated trials, Rev. Robert H. Bishop was elected to Moore's
professorship. 12 In 1805 Blythe and Bishop, who were formerly elected
to one year terms, were elected to five year terms; however, Blythe's
position was contingent upon the appointment of a president. 122 Although
Bishop was of the Associate Reformed Church, he had recently published

a.work, entitled An Apology for Cplvinism, a defense of orthodox Pres-
byterianism against the heresies of Barton W. Stone, 123

Ajthough John Bradford, an eyewitness, wrote that the liberal trus-
tees assumed lasting control of the university soon after its organiza-
ticn, 12k the board action described above refutes this very good
authority. For, even before the elections of Blythe and Bishop, a

writer signing the name of "The Hibernian Visitor” had written that

119 Ken ette, 42 (August 20, 1819), 2. Moore became &
trustee sometime later,

120 wpetition of Students, dated, October 3, 1804." Manuscript,
Transylvania College, Lexingten.

"Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, October 3, 1804," Vol. I, p. 276,

121 Ibid., November 1, 1804, Vol. I, p. 279
122 Ibig s April 9’ 1805, Vol, I, PDe 292-93,

123 Kentucky Gazette, 17 (May 22, 1804), 3. Bishop became a Pres-
byterian in 1819, Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Churc
in Kenbncky, 2P _32-&0,. Pe 370,

12k John Bradford, "Notes on Kentucky, No. 53," ope gite
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bigotry, sectarianism, and incompetence controlled the board and faculty
of the university, to the disgust of the public. These statements were

of such importance that the Frankfort Palladium reprinted them from the
Kentucky Gazette. 125 The liberals may have hoped that Henry Clay would

take the interest in Transylvania University that Thomas Jefferson evi-

denced in the University of Virginia, but Clay resigned his law professor—
ship in 1807.

Public announcements by the board demonstrate the change of the
university's policy with respeet to instruction in religion from 1800
to 1805, In 1800 the board announced the following:

Whilst the trustees announce to the public the solicitude with which
they are determined to watch over the morals of the youth, they pledge
themselves in the most unequivocal manner, that no influence shall be
used to inculcate those principles of religion which are characteristic
of the different sectss It is their unalterable determination that

students shall be iggh at perfect liberty in the formation of their
religious creeds.

In 1805 the board published this announcement:

It has been and still shall be, the care of the Trustees and Profese
sors, to guard against the baneful influence of sceptical principles; and
while they carefully prevent the inculcation of the peculiar opinien of
any Christian sect, they feel themselves bound to see that the great

leading dic%rines of Christianity be warmly inculcated by precept and by
example, 2

A review of the liberal versus sectarian controversy within the
board shows that the Presbyterians obtained control initially, but

125 Kentucky Palladium, 6 (February 24 and March 3, 1804), 2 and 2.

126 Kentuc Gazette, 14 (January 2, 1800), 1.
127 Kentucky Gazette, 10 (October 10, 1805), 3.
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relinguished it to the liberals in 1794, Under the administrations of
Harry Toulmin and James lMoore, 1794-180L, the liberals enjoyed a measure
of control. Moore had proved liberal enough to become an Episcopalian
minister after his severance from the Presbyterian Cpurch. The board
of trustees continued to be divided into sectarian and liberal factions.
However, by 1805, with Presbyterian partisans on the faculty, the uni-~
versity's policy with respect to religion in the curriculum was, in
spirit, that of the Presbyterians' Kentucky Academy. The sectarians
gained control. There is considerable evidence that the sectariane
dominated university was not in harmony with the community it was serving
from 1805 to 1816, However, after a short period, 1816-1818, of highly
contested action between the sectarians and liberals, a powerful intel-
lectual and liberal leader, Horace Holley, appeared, who drove the
Presbyterisns from Traﬁsylvania University, He and the liberals were
in turn ousted from the university some nine years later,

The union of Transylvania Seminary with Kentucky Academy was
virtually a union of two hostile philosophies, but each college in its
short-sighted effort to gain strength in terms of endowment, cash,
facilities or location was willing to unite with its foes This was

shown to have been a serious mistake,
Summary

It has been shown that the administrations of Mitchell and Wilson,
17851791, Moore's first administration, 1791-1794, and Toulmin's ade

ministration, 1794-1796, were not successful initerms of recruiting
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consistent enrollments. The student body from 1785 to 1796 varied from
a few students to a high of about fifty. But since the enrollment was
so unstable, it is doubted if any very efficient administration and
organization of the student body was ever completed. Available buildings
seem to have been very inadequate, and there seems to have been no satis-
factory library. The rapid turnover of teacher personnel probably did
not give any one teacher sufficient time in which to do any extensive
planning or opportunity to utilize specific experience in dealing with
problems peculiar to Transylvania. While the treasury did not show a
deficit, it was not of s_ufficient proportions to make for a stable
finaneial policy in reference to the teachers!: salaries or to other
operating expenses. But considering the placé, the time, and the avalle
able means, this pioneer school achieved a measure of success by cone
tinuing active and by performing educational tasks within its capacity.

Moore returned as the administrative head of Transylvania in 1796,
remaining in that position even after its merger with Kentucky Agademy
in 1799; he continued in office until 1804, Failing to qualify in his
examination for the Presbyterian clergy, Moore entered the Episcopalian
ministry. In termms of party partisanship‘ in early Transylvania, the
Moore administration from 1796 to 1804 can be said to have been liberal.
This period was more successful than the previous period, 1785~1796, in
that it was more stable. The student body did not vary so greatly in
numbers, one administrator was at the head of the school for eight years,

and some progress was made in the way of buildings and librariese. The
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two professional schools, medicine and law, were organized and met with
some success in training medical doctors and lawyers for the new Southwest.
Again, as in the earlier period, when consideration is given to the
pioneer conditions under which this seminary was operating, it may be

considered to have made an educational contributione
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CHAPTER III
PRESBYTERIANISM, SECOND RISE OF LIBERALISM, AND PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL
DEVELOPMENT, 18041818

The purpose of this chapter is to evaluate the Presbyterians'
period of control from 1804 to 1816, to depict the second rise or}
liberaliam from 1816 to 1818, and to present the development of the

professional schools, medicine and law.
Presbyterian Sectarianism, 1804-1816

Acting President Blythe and Transylvania,--On October 4, 1804, Rev.
James Blythe was elected president pro tempore of Transylvenia University.l
A student wrote that Blythe "was a large, square-built man, five feet
eleven, with remarkably stern and heavy eyebrows, and a harsh, deep-toned
voice with too exclusive, positive manners to be popular, and yet a firm,
good teacher," 2; A pioneer of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky, he .
was zealous for his particular sect and was known for his many excellent
traits of characters > But Blythe provoked the public by his attacks

upon the lai- of 1812, His antagonism arose principally from the fact

1 wMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, October L, 1804," Vol. I, pe 276.

2 wpp, Christopher C. Graham to Dr. Robert Peter," letter, pub-

lished in part in Robert Peter and Johanna Peter, Transylvania Univer-
sity, p. 110, Iouisville: The Filson Club, 1896,

3 Robert Peter and Johanna Peter, op. cit., p. 88,
59
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that one of his sons was frightfully massacred at the Rivgr Raisin in
1812, He was subjected to an ecclesiastical trial in 1813 and 1814, in
part because of his war views, b Blythe made frequent attacks upon the
#free and easy, tomahawk, and scalping knife societies." These appear
to have been Republican political organizations, containing possibly some
liberal members of the board of trustees. 5 Thus Blythe aligned himself
with the Federalists by implications

When President Madison declared January 12, 1815, a national Fast
Day, an opportunity was given Blythe to deliver a sermon highly eritieal
of public policys. é This sermon, which was drastically critical of the
existing political leadership, intensified tremendously the public's
resentment toward hime, Unfavorable editorial reviews appeared in niaay
paperss Dr. Joseph Buchanan, one of the liberal leaders, attacked this
sermon as a plan for an established religion, 7

(a) FINANCIAL REPORT.—-In a report by Charles Humphreys and Thomas
Barr, a committee to examine and settle the accounts of the University,
April 4, 1810, gave the statement of accounts as follows:

4 William L. MacCalla, Case of MacCalla against Blythe. Chil-
licothe, Ohio: 1814, Ppe 36. '

5 Kentucky Gazette, 39 (July 31, 1815), 2.

6 Jemes Blythe, Our Sins Acknowledged. Lexington: 1815. Pp. 16,

7 see reprint of Kentucky Palladium, editorial in Kenmtucky Reporter,
8 (March 13, 1815), 3.
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Rents of Harrod's Creek lands, $ L449.00

Rents of McKee's Survey, estimated at . 225.75
Rents of unsold land in Collin's Survey 58404
Sixty~six shares Kentucky Insurance

Company, dividend at 10 per cent 660,00
Twenty shares Bank of Kentucky stock,

dividend at 6 per cent 120,00
Claim of Thomas January, $1,000,

10 per cent interest on, 100,00
Interest on bonds for lands sold,

$3,160636 (6 per cent), 261,498
Interest on bonds for lands sold,

$3,803.75 (6 per cemt), 228,22
Tuition money, exclusive of what

accrues to the professors, 500,00
Contributions from students to library 46,00

‘2’681099

The annual expenses of the University 1,625,00

Leaving a surplus $1,056499 8

This report indicates that the university's budget was small, How-
ever, considering the surplus, it seems to have been adequate.

(b) WAR YEARS.—-At no time during the period, 1804~1812, was a
sincere effort made t¢ acquire a presidente The board seemed to have
been content with the services of James Blythe, although they never
showed sufficient confidence in him to warrant his election as permanent
president. In 1812 four liberals, Hunt, Sanders, Morrison, and Barry,
were appointed as a committee to search for a suitable president, ?

but they appear to have taken no action, and at length their power

8 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvenia University,
Lexington, April 4, 1810," Vol, II, p. l.

9 Ibide, July 27, 1812, Vol, II, pe 1Oke
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lapsed, 10 Rev, Es Nott, a Presbyterian, was elected, but declined the

post in September, 1813. n While it is probable that some reduction

in the student body took place during the War, 12 this fact does not
seem to be significant, since by 1814 the enrollment was about as high
as it had been previously. 1B But by contrast, another Lexington school
maintained its enrollment, with a tuition three times as high, L In
| 1812 plans for a new building were completed in order to make possible
an improved plan of instruction, but they were probably postpened because
of the War, .
The curriculum was extended during this periods Prior to Mareh,
1816, there were four progressive classes of Latin and two of Greek, and
one other for memorization in the classical school, or preparatory depart—
ment, 16 The college included three classes, representing three years of

work, namely, freshman, junior, and senior. 1

10 Ibid., June 4, 1813, Vol. II, pp. 120-21,
11 1pi4., September 8, 1813, Vol. II, p. 123,

12 mid., April 16, 1812, Vol. II, p. 97. S. Blair, Treasurer,
reported fourteen grammar and twenty-seven scientifie students,

13 Ibid., April 5, 1814, Vol, II, pe. 139, There were reported

twenty-two classical students, thirty-one scientific students, and nine
law studentss

1k Kentucky Gagzette, 28 (May 29, 1815), 1.

15 Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lexw
ington, January 7, 1812 and April 17, 1812," Vol, II, pps 95 and 1Ok.

16 Tpbide, March 18, 1816, Vole II, p. 227.
17 114,
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The finaneial condition of the university improved from 1804 to 1816.
The greater part of the original endowment grant of eight thousand acres
of land, which had been previously leased for long terms at a low rate, had
been sold prior to 1812, at the rate of $375 per acre for $30,000, 18
‘This money was invested in 234 shares of the Bank of Kentucky, and sixty=
six shares of an Insurance Company, and with its increments and the income
aceruing from other sources the money endowment of the school amounted, in

1818, to $67,532. The new board acknowledged the receipt of this amount
in their report to the legislature. 1

(¢) APPRAISAL OF BLYTHE'S ADMINISTRATION.-«Transylvania University
enjoyed a moderate degree of prosperity during this period, 1804 to 1816,
"not brilliant indeed, but sound and healthy." 20 Blythe discharged his
duties "diligently and efficiently," and the university assumed a respects
able place in the community. 2 The curriculum of studies was the same
as that of Eastern colleges, excepting classical learning, which Wa8 conw
gidered of less importance in the West, 22 Tra.nsj:lvania was regarded as

the nucleus for the study of orthodox literature in the West, and its

18 1pid., October 31, 1812, Vel. IT, p. 110,

19 Literary Pamchleteer, Vol. VI, p. 2.
20 Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentuc
Pe 297. New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847.

2L yann Butler, A History of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, p. 187.
Louisville: Published by the Author, 183kL.

22 Pimothy Flint,
: ide
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influence upon the intellect and morals of the country was far reaching. 23
Investigation by House of Hepresentativeg.— petition had been

circulated in Mason County calling for a reorganization of the university
and an amendment of its charters 2 Francis Johnson made a motion that
a committee be established to investigate charges "made on common fame." 25
Johnson was appointed chalrman of this committee and asked for a state-
ment from the boaid of trustees, on the condition of the university. 2
This report, prepared by the majority trustees, was submitted on January
26, 1816, and was made, to some extent, the basis for the committee's
report. 27 The trustees' report was in essence a justification of their
administration. 28 They pointed out that they had converted the unpro-
ductive landed property of the university into productive bank stock.

They stated further that, during Toulmin's presidency of three years, the
student enrollment dropped from seventy to forty, to ten. 29 The

23 Robert Davidson, ope cite, Pe 297.
2k Kentucky Gazette, 28 (September 25, 1815), 1 and 28 (October 2,
Jourr

1815), 1. The of the House of Representatives does not mention
the receipt of this petition,

25 Jo%; of the House of Representatives, 2ith Assembly (December
4, 1815 « February 10, 1 R

Pe 35
Kentucky Palladium, 16 (December 18, 1815), 1.

26 See "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, December 27, 1815," Vol. II, p. 196, for notification of Legis—
lature's request for_a report on the *causes which have retarded its

the university's _/ standing, and of what benefit further legislative
aid would do for the advancement of the Institution."

Journal of the House of Representatives, 24th Assembly (December A,
1815 « February 10, 1 » DPe 203, ‘
27 ;!Eido’ Pe 200,
28 Tbid., ppe 203=19,

29 One writer states that the trustees' remarks on Toulmin's adminis-
tration and on the union of Transylvania Seminary and Kentucky Academy
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trustees reported that the enrollment from 1799 until 1812 was never less
than fifty in number and that during the War of 1812 it fluctuated from
forty-two to forty-eight, and that during the session starting in April,
1815, it had not been over forty-two. 30

The trustees stated thet the professors, Blythe, Bishop and Sharpe,
were competent, although none of them was a great celebrity, and the exami-
nations of the students had been adjudged satisfactory by all the informed
men who had attended theme In summarizing, they stated that the university's
tactual standing is as fair and flattering, as could of right be expected
of any seminary possessing as few professors and labouring under but half
the quantum of difficulties and discouragements," 31 They did not mention
the quality or length of the course of instruction specifically, but
stated that "they [ the truatees_] have heretofore been obliged to emjoin
it upon thelr professors, so to regulate their lectures and adjust the
classes, as to give to westem youth, a full course of instruetion within
the compass of a single year." 32 statement to the effect that many

were completely in error, and refers to parts of the report as "fiction,.*
However, it 1s difficult to believe that a committee of lawmakers would
accept such a report without substantiating vouchers, records, and min-
utes, See Niels He Senne, Liberal Kentucky, 1780-1828, p. l46. New York:
Columbia University Press, 1937. ,

30 Journal of the House of Re resentatives, 24th Assembly (Decem=
ber 4, 1815 - February 10, 1816) s Do 206,

31 Ibigg, Pe 207, ’

32 Ibide, pPo 208, While a "complete" course of instruction was
organized on a one year basis, as is indicated from the trustees® report,
other evidence points to a longer course of instruction that was also
scheduled. "The Exhibition," Kentucky Gazette, 19 (April 12, 1806), 3,
describes the graduation exercises of a junior and a senior class. The
board minutes in March, 1816, show an organization chart including four
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students came unprepared for university work was also mades While it may
be inferred from the report that the entrance reguirements were not neces-
sarily high, since the school was obviously attempting to serve the western
community, there is no definite statement to indicate that graduation
standards were not of the usual level or that the one year matriculates
were allowed to graduste. In fact, another report stated that there were
only twenty-two graduastes from 1802 to 1818, 33 Considering the number of
enrollees, as compared with the number of graduates, it may be assumed
that graduation standards were very high.

Admitting that the university was low in public esteem, the trustees
assumed that this fact resulted from the scareity of students. The smsll
enrollment was due to a number of causese The conditions of the country
did not justify expectation of a large enrollment. There was a popular
demand for a brief education, which compelled them to compress the normal
course into one year, thus resulting in much amaller student bodles each
Yyear than at eastern schools, but a larger total enrollment of individual
students over a period of years. The war, and competition from at least

thirty academies, also limited the student enrellment, The trustees (the

classes in Latin, two in Greek, and one other for memorizing in the Gram=
mar School; they show three college classes of one year each, freshman,
Junior, and senior. "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania
University, Lexington, March 18, 1816," Vol, II, p., 227.

33 npresident Holley's Report to the Trustees of Transylvania Uni-
versity, Lexington, Kentucky, dated March 24, 1827," published as an
appendix in Charles Caldwell, The Genius and Character of the Rev, Horace
Holley, LL.,D., p. 210, Boston: Hilliard, Gray, Little, and Wilkins, 1828,
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majority of the trustees) spoke of the uselessness of employing a man
of eminent literary ability to build up the university, stating that, in
a country in which most people were engaged in supplying the necessities
of life, such talents could have but temporary influence. President
Blythe and the university had been attacked by former students and alumni
who .were actuated by base motives, they explained; the charge that the
school was becoming a politice-religious establishment had not been
asserted until its funds had been greatly increaseds

In answering the charge that the board was using the university for
sectarian purposes, and aiming to render the institution a Presbyterian
schocl, the trustees pointed out that only one professor was a Presby;-
terian, and that two were of the Associate Reformed Churche They said
that seven trustees were Presbyterians,b two or three of the Associate
Reformed Church, four were Episcopalians, And a largee proportion attached
to no church of any denomination, In describing the religion that was

taught at the university they stated:

But if this charge [ that the trustees aimed to make the university
a sectarian school / be bottomed upon the fact, that the members of the
board in their individual capacity, are willing, and even solicitious,
to encourage and promote the acquisition and influence of thoge grest
moral and religious principles which are furnished only in the Bible;
if a disposition in the board to institute such discipline as will pre-
serve the youth committed to their care, from the hands of those harpies
who strive to make shipwreck of their principles and habits, and of their
parents' hopes: 1f the result of these measures is the redemption of the
university from the obloquy under which it labored, as a seat of infidelity
and cave of moral death; if these encroachments of the board on the domains
of ignorance and depravity, or as these men are pleased to term it, on the
rights of private judgment; if these things be to convert Transylvania
University into a sectarian establishment, the board are guilty of the
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charge. 34
The investigating committee, even in the face of the trustees' report,
35

returned a very unfavorable report. The committee accepted the fact
that the financial condition of the school was good, but emphasized the
fact that the character of the school and the number of its students were
on the decline; that two private schools in Lexington had more students,
even though one charged fees three times as high; that the university
students were mostly children; and that the reasons for decline given By
the board, such as the War and high cost of board, were not satisfactory.
A better reason was the internal conflict within the board, which divided
the board into parties based upon politiecs and religion, Frequent record-
ing of divided votes of M"Ayes" and "Noes" was the result of each party's
attempt to place the blame for policies. |
The coumittee reviewed the situation with respect to the election of
a president. They noted that the trustees had elected Rev, Romeyne, who
had declined to serve. They also observed the election of Rev, Horace
Holley, but particularly called attention to the fact that his election

had been rescinded, because information of his Unitarian viewpoints had
3 _

been forthcoming, The committee viewed with concern the election of

34 Journal of the House of Representatives, 24th Assembly (Decem-
ber 4, 1815 = February 10, lﬁzi, ppe 21314,

35 Ibide, pp. 199-203, For the public resentment to the trustees'
report see Kentucky Gazette, 29 (January 19, 1816), 1.

36 Jourmal of the House of Re resentatives, 24th Assembly (December
ky 1815 = February 10, 1816), Dpe. 2012,
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Blythe for a five year term and his subsequent election as acting presi-
dent, which they said weakened public confidence. Another reference was
made to the polities of the school, which the committee indicated as
favoring the British constitution over that of the United States. >! The
committee's final action was the reporting of a resolution which read:
"Resolved, that a law ought to pass, appointing new trustees in the Tran=
sylvania Unlversity, to hold their office for two years, and that biennial
elections to supply the board shall be made by a joint vote of both
branches of the general assembly." 38 A resolution that the report be
tabled was defeated, 39 and the committee's resolntion was then passed. 40

Reaction to House Investigation.~-fhen it became apparent that they
might lose any contest in the House of Representatives, the trustees set
up a comnittee to ask & hearing before the bar of the senate, "to dis-
prove unfounded and calumnious charges made against the board and its
professors." bl John Pope was selected as attorney. h2 Humphrey Mare
shall adjudged an answer prepared by Reves James McChord to be so dis-

respectful and rude that it, in itself, might prove adequate grounds for

37 Ibid., pe 202,

38 Ma, Peo 2030

39 Ibid., pps 219-20. The vote was Ll to 3k
40 Ibid., ps 220. The vote was L6 to 28,

bl miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex
ington, February 3, 1816," Vol. II, p. 215,

42 Ibig., February 5, 1816, Vols II, pe 216,
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bringing the trustees to the bar of the house. h3 Rev. Robert H. Bishop
requested the right to present evidence to answer the report, so far as
it related to himself, particularly the charges relating to politics.
The action on these petitions took place in the house, bk Bishop's
petition was first tabled, but later allowed and charges against him

were declared unfounded. k5

A resolution asking that the trustees of

the Transylvania University be permitted to sppear at the bar of the
House, to show cause why they should not be turned out of office, was
tabled until Marchil, being passed on the vote of the speaker, John J.
Crittendens 16 Strenuous efforts were made to defeat the bill proposing
a change of the trustees, and making them subject to biennial appoint-
ment by the legislature, by attaching riders to move the university from
Lexington to Harrodsbnrgh, b Danville, 48 and Perrysville, 49 all of
which were defeated. The bill passed on the final reading, 5.0 but failed
of consideration in the senate. This large vote against the university

administration in the house indicated their unpopularity among the psople

43 nJames McChord to Samuel Corothers, Lexington, Kentucky, Feb. 20,
1816.* Manugcript. Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia,
Ll

Journal of the House of Representatives, 24th Assembly (Decems
ber L, 1815 = Fobrasry 10, 1816), Fobrasee 5o 1816, pe 266,
L5 1pid., February 5, 1816, pp. 266-67 and February 7, 1816, p. 276
L6 Ibid., February 5, 1816, pps 266-67. The vote was 38 to 37,
L7 Ibide, February 1, 1816, p. 251, The vote was 31 to 38,
b8 Tpid., February 7, 1816, p. 285. The vote was 35 to 37.

49 1bid., February 7, 1816, p. 286. The vote was 14 to 4.
50 Ipid., the vote was 47 to 17.
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as a whole. The Presbyteriéns and their close allies of the Associate
Reformed Church comprised about 3,000 in over 500,000 of the state's
populations In addition, the leaders of the Presbyterians did not repre-
sent their constitueney aceurately, oL

Reve James McChord, in a letter to a minister friend, Rev. Samuel
Corothers, tells of the Presbyterian interest in the university. He
stated that many of the Presbyterian ministers were materially involved.52
After writing that the legislature's desire was to obtain the services
of Rev. Horace Holley, "A Socinian of the worst order, and also a Uni«
versalist," he stated that the bill was delayed in the senate through
the mmgemeﬁt of its opponents until the house adjourned, but that
probably no such delay would prevent its passage at the next session.
"Such a measure, if carried," he said, "will of course throw the present
professors out of employment; and what their resources will be cannot be
even guessed.” 53 The minister continued by saying that the cry of
Federalism and Presbyterianism was the thing raised against the board.
"e o o but in all probability I shall be ere long ousted, or at least
stormed out," he added. "The congregation at best are miserable pay

and miserable attendants, and may now be expected, in the main, to be-

come much worse," McChord wrote. The Presbyterian leaders, it appeared,

51 njames McChord to Samuel Gorothers, Lexington, Kentueky, Feb. 20,
1816.'; ) Manuscripte Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia.
Ibide

53 Ibide
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'had in addition to any ideals they possessed a definite and tangible
interest in the professorial positions in the ‘university. '
Reve James Blythe resigned the acting presidency prior to March 12,
1816, after twelve years in that position, and the wniversity was placed
in the control of Rev, Robert H. Bishop. ok Blythe was elected as pro-

fessor of chemistry in the medical department. 2

Liberal plans, 1815-1816.~=Immediately following the close of the
war, the liberals appear to have adopted a definite and challenging
policy with respect to the university. Their policy included: (1)
driving cut the Presbyterians from their positions of contrel, both in
the board and in the presidency; (2) introducing a president of their
own choice, a man of such wide reputation as to bring, by the very fact
of his election, wide reputation to the university; and (3) making known
their views through the Republican press, particularly through the Frank-
fort Palladium and the Kentucky Gazette. 56 Attacks upon the university
organization by the liberals became heated after the publication of Acting
President Blythe's "hateful fast day sermon.! 57

Second Rise of Liberalism, 1816-1818

Challenge of Presbyterian vested interests.—The trustees having been

] 54 ulfinutes of the Board of Trustees of Tran
ington, March 12, 1816," Vol, II, p. 224.

55 Ibid., February 28, 1816, Vol II, p. 223.

56 See especially April, May, and June, 1815, numbers.
57 Kentucky Gazette, 28 (July 17, 1815), 1.

sylvania University, Lex-
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exposed to severe criticism and the threat of expulsion, now made definite
attempts to redeem themselves. Although Rev. Robert H, Bishop served as
acting president from March, 1816 until December, 1818, Lexington and the
West were anxiously awalting the arrival of a great "Abelard," a man of
genius, who could by his very appearance in Lexington spark the university
to a bright and prosperous future. While the history of this perioed,
1816 to 1818, is largely one of jockeying for positions by the Presby-
terians, the religious and pelitical liberals, the professors, and the
general public, in preparation for the new liberal university that was
to appear in 1818, the stage was set by Bishop and his colleagues, and
by 1818 all was in readiness for a period of rapid progress and expansion,

Bishép was described by a student in the following terms:

[ He _7 was a tall, gaunt, and good old Scotchman; an impressive
lecturer, but of high temper; so much so that he once said to his class,
of which I was a member, 'Ye're like jacks, and if ye can't learn through
the ears ye shall through the bock, with a broad Scotch pronunciation, and

in angry toness. He was a good-hearted and well-meaning man, but erred in

aiming to bring our fast and free Kentggky youths under the rigid discis
pline of the old schools of Scotland.

Election of Horace Holley, a liberale.~-A new spirit of progress
swept through the university in March, 1816. A new bailding was begun
and an increase in the enrollment took place. 59 Some attempts were

60
taken to reorganize the medical and law schools. Reve Philip Lindsley,

58 wDr, Christopher C. Graham to Robert Peter," letter, published in

part in Robert Peter and Johanne Peter, Transylvania University, pp. 109
110. ILouisville: The Filson Club, 1896,

59 Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, October 18, 1817," Vol. II, p, 305,

60 One thousand dollars were placed in the hands of Rev. James Blythe,
professor, and John D, Clifford, trustee, for the immediate purchase of
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a Presbyterian, was elected president, but he declined to accept the
position, &1 The press was calling for further exertions for the
development of the school by October, 1817. An editorial in the Ken-
tucky Gazetle asked fe;r the election of a liberal president of wide

reputation and denounced the election of Lindsley, who, it was said,

had no reputation. 62 A new effort to elect Holley was made at a meeting
on October 1, 1817, but failed by a vote of six ayes to five blank vo'oes.63
However, Holley was successfully eleetéd on November 15, 1817. Sk It
appears that the Republicans overlooked Holley's Federallism in their
enthusiasm for an eminent liberal, non-Presbyterian president of wide
reputation. "A Native Kentuckian" pointed out that, though labeled a
Federalist, Holley had supported the war, and had previously criticized
the administration for its lethargy. 65 One of Holley's manuscripts
reveals that his liberalism may have extended beyond his political feel-—

ing, since he wrote that he expected to find that many prevailing

chemical apparatus. Ibid., March 2, 1816, Vol., II, p, 256.
Dr. Daniel Drake, who later became the most distinguished man in
the field of medicine in the Ohio Valley, (See Albert P, Mathews,

"Daniel Drake," Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. V, pp. 426=27.
New York: Charles Seribner's Sons, 1931.) was elected professor of
materia mediea and botany. Ibid., December 14, 1816, Vol., II, p. 269.
- 612221&, April 18, 1817, Vol. II, p. 285, and June 23, 1817, Vol.
3 Do °

62 Kentucky Gazette, 30 (October 4, 1817), 13 30 (October 18, 1817), l.

Lindsley, & Tew years later, attained a wide reputation as Presi=
dent of the University of Nashville,

63 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, October 1, 1817," Vol. II, p. 310.

6L Ibid., November 15, 1817, Vol. II, p. 312,
65 Kentucky Reporter, 10 (November 22, 1817), 1.
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prejudices against Thomas Jefferson's scientific, literary, and moral
character were not justified. 66

(a) CONTINUATION OF POLITICAL CONTROVERSY.--Some points on the election
of Holley were described in the Kentucky Gazette, obviously by a trustee.
It was stated that Kentucky was a Republican State, that a report was
abroad that the trustees were all Federalists, and that they ought to
elect Holley to disprove this, and that, if they did not elect him, this
would probably be the last meeting of the board. 67 Apparently Stewart
(probably Robert Stuart) objected to Holley's religious tenets, which
would not suit the Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, and Episcopalians,

Breckinridge (Joseph C.) contended that the trustees had no right, in the
selection of a president, to inguire into the sectarian belief of the

gentleman, this subject being "too sacred——they were not a church appoint-
ing a preacher.” Breckinridge stated further that Holley was unanimously
admitted to be a man of the "strictest integrity; the strictest purity of
morals; of science; of learning and splendid talent." "To reject such a
man," Breckinridge was quoted as saying, "because one or two points in
his religious opinions kdid not accord with those of a majority of the

Board could not be tolerated;" Holley was considered too correct, tco

intelligent, ever to attempt to teach his peculiar religious faith in

66 ny Journey from Boston in Massachusetts to Lexington in Kentucky
commenced February 3rd, 1818 by Horace Holley." Typewritten copy in Tran—
sylvania College, Lexington of manuscript owned by Mrs. Benjamin Gratz
Crosby, Woodford County, Kentucky; Horace Holley, "Mr. Clay and Colenel
Meade," in John W. Townsend, Kentucky in American Letters, 1784~1912, Vol.
I, ppe 53-56. Cedar Rapids, Iowa: The Torch Press, 1913, Two volumes.

67 Kentucky Gazetts, 31 (November 22, 1817), 1.
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the university. 68 Pope, it was said, agreed that they had no right to
introduce a religious test in the board unknown to the constitution and
laws (of which they had been accused). This would be a good cause for
their removal from office, and for a change in the charter by the legis=
lature, Pope was credited as saying. It was asserted that Cunningham
ha& his feelings hurt by the imputation that he was under the influence
of ®"bigoted feelings," and that he voted aye, to the great dlspleasure
of his religious colleagues, the Presbyterians,

An article in the Kentucky Gazette dated November 29, 1817, made
a revealing observation, It stated that the trustees had elected two
Republicans to fill two vacancies on the board, msking nine Republicans
(decided) and two moderate ones, and ten decided Federalists and two
moderate ones. Therefore, the board was decidedly Federal and a constant
struggle would probably follow. 70 It asserted that there were now only
two ways in which any important business could be transacted; one, to
drum up all the Federalists; the other, to threaten, as had been done,

the board with the legislature, n

It has been sald that Holley's election was literally forced upon

the trustees. 72 After the legisiative session of 1815-1816, the power

68 Ibide
69 Ibid.
70 Kentucky Gazette, 31 (November 29, 1817), l.
" mid.

72 See Niels H. Sonne, Liberal Kent
seral Kentuc 17801828, p. 154+ New York:
Columbia University Press, ’1937' > P

The suggestion of a writer in the Weekly Recorder, that Holley was
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of the Republicans had become greatly strengtheneds With the elevation
of Lieutenant Governor Gabriel Slaughter to the governorship at the death
of Governor George Madison, and his subsequent appointments of the anti-
war, anti-Clay Johm Pope as secretary of state, and General M. D. Hardin
as United States semator te succeed We Te Barry, retired, a wave of
political dissatisfaction was createds In August, 1817, a new house of
representatives and one-fourth of the senate were elected, and these were
Republican by a large popular vote, forcing a new gubernatorial election.
Joseph Ce Breckinridge, speaker of the house, accepted a leading role in
this attack upon Governor Slaughters

Presbyterians' decision to fight.—~The Presbyterians were quick to
take action to prevent Holley's acceptance of the presidency of Transyl-
vania. An anonymous letter was addressed to Rev., Jedidiah Morse at
Charlestown, Boston, in which the writer stated that the attempt to
elect Holley to the presidency of Transylvania University had at last
succeeded, to the real regret of the religious people of Lexington,

especially the Calvinists. 73 He stated that, although the election

chosen because Henry Clay wished to conciliate New England in his attempt
to win the presidency of the United States, possibly contains some truth,
but the overwhelming nature of the liberals' votes in the legislature in-
dicates that local forces were instrumental in this action., See Weekly
Recorder, 5 (December 18, 1818), 2,

See also James H. Rodebaugh, Robert Hamilton Bishop, p. 4le
Columbus, Ohio: Ohio Archaeolegical and Historieal Society, 1935.

73 nLexington, Ky., Nov. 24, 1817, To Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D.D.,

gharlestown, Boston, Massachusets." Manuscript. Yale University, New
aven,
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would probably be announced to the public and to Holley as unanimous,
this had not been true, and that actually Holley had only nine or ten
trustees in his faver. The fact that Holley was a known Socinian or
Unitarian, énd that the religious people of Central Kentucky were Trini-
tarians, with few exceptions, would cause a struggle in which the people
would pit themselves against him, and the progress of the university would,
of consequence, suffer a decline. Scme gentlemen known to the writer
would remove their sons upon Holley's acceptance. The writer requested
Morse to send immediately Holley's pamphlet productions, especially those
confirming the charge of Sociniahism, to Rev. R. Hs Bishop, who was not
aware of this lettere.

The more intriguing part of the letter proposed that Morse publish
an extract, which the writer had prepared, in the newspspers read by
Holley, This extract stated that Holley had been elected after con=
siderable delay to the presidency of Transylvania University. Although
his election would probably be announced as unanimous, only twelve or
thirteen trustees of the eighteen present, T and of a total of twenty-
one in the board, had voted in his favor. A member of prominence had
asked that the vote be regarded as unanimous, and this had been done
by the silence or withdrawal of the members of the minority. The trustees
in favor of Holley had threatened the board with legislative action,

should it fail to elect him president. The writer believed that two or

4 There were seventeen trustees present. "Minutes of the Board of
Trustees of Transylvania University, November 15, 1817," Vol, II, p. 313,
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three members voted for Holley only because they expected that he would
not accept the presidency if elected. If Holley accepted, he would en-
counter public sentiment arrayed against him so strongiy that he would
have to pass through fthe crucible of public investigation, before he
will be either patronized or much esteemed.” If he succeeded, he would
reach only "the standard of classical and oratorical elevation his friends
in Lexington have erected for him.* It cannot be ascertained whether
Jedldish Morse consented to the publication of this extract. However,
Holley later referred to his unanimous election. [

(a) FIRST ATTACK ON HOLLEY.-=The Presbyterian leaders in the Ohio
Valley, realizing that they had been in a sense deposed, resolved not
to take their defeat without returning fire., Shortly after the election
of Holley, an editorial entitled, "No Saviour for Transylvania University,*
appeared in the Weekly Recorder of Chillicothe, Ohio, 76 The writer
stated that the trustees had rejected the "Lord's Anointed," whose di-
vinity and vicarious atonement constituted the vital elements of the
Christian religion., He held that the trustees appeared to be more con-
cerned with the sacredness of a man's rights than with those of Christ.
The trustees! assertion thet they had nothing to do with the president's |
creed, the wfit. er regarded as f"unphilosophical and} untrue." The presi=~
dent's views would, of course, affect the students, according to the

principles of human nature, since young students imitate able and

75 Kentucky Reporter, 12 (March 24, 1819), 1.
76 Weekly Recorder, 5 (December 10, 1817), 3.
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impressive teachers.

The Presbyterians' decision to fight Holley is stated in this attack
upon the boarde The writer asserted that he was not "as yet" dealing
with Holley and his principles, and further proclaimed that, if the trus-
tees intended to do without a Saviour, they would also have to do "withe
out the aid of those bigoted believers, or sectarians » who esteem and
reverence the omnipotent, the glorious and blessed Jesus more‘than all
the liberal, the accomplished and learned anti-Christians, that ever have,
or will command the homage of an apostate world." 7 This was a preview
of the Presbyterians' attacks that were to followe These attacks were
to continue for nine years, until Rev, Horace Holley was forced to resign
from the university.

Revolution of the liberals.--By the fall of 1817, the state of the
university, from the administrative standpoint, was that of discourage-
ment. A liberal president had been elected by a board, the majority of
which was sectarian, because of legislative threats and strong publie
opinions The public now clamored for solution to this problem through
newspaper agitation for a more liberal board. e The legislature congiw
dered the matter in December, 1817, and established a committee, consisting

of Francis Johnson, We Te Barry, Jesse Bledsoe, and Herman Bowman, 7 to

77 Ipid.

78 See Kentucky Gazette, 31 (October 4, 1817), 2; 31 (October 18
1817), 1; a.nggslf-(ﬂlgov'mmb' er 29, 181’%), 1. » 25 31 (Qctober 13,

__ See Kentucky Reporter, 10 (November 22, 1817), 1; 10 (November
26, 1817), 3. ’ ’ >

79 Journal of the Semate, 26th A ' ’
’ ssembly (December 1, 1817 - Feb-
ruary 4, 1818), pp, 20-2l, ’
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draft and report a bill "to reduce the number and alter the mode of\
electing the trustees of the university." The committee wrote a bill
designed to discharge the present trustees, to elect a new board con-

" sisting of thirteen members, and to make it responsible to the legisla-
ture by requiring a biennial election by that body.

The new board was to consist of Henry Clay, Edmund Bulléck, Hobert
Trimble, John T. Mason, Jr., Robert Wickliffe, James Prentiss, Hubbarb
Taylor, John Pope, Lewis Sanders, Samuel H. Woodson, John Brown, Charles
Humphries, and Thomas Bodley. Thése men were well-known citiszens,
legislators, judges, members of ‘congress, and business men, qualified
to direct the university without the inner divisions which allegedly
came from sectarian religious distinctions, But to the Presbyterians
and their allies they were men without religion, and consequently ille
fitted for their duties, because they were "corrupters" of youthe The
bill as recommended passed in the senate without a single dissenting vote;
the "Ayes" and "Noes" were not called on any of the three readings. 80
Petitions from the friends of the existing trustees were received, but
the bill passed in the house by a large majority. &l Out of a total of
121 votes, there were only nineteen who opposed the change, This large
majority precludes the possibility of a politieal manipulation by a few
politicians from Lexington in the reorganization,

The religious apprehensions of the Presbyterians, especially of the

80 Ibid_g, PDe 36, ltl, and 51,
81

Journal of the House of Representatives, 26th Assembly (Decemw
ber 1, 1817 - February kL, 1818), pp. 295-96., The vote was 56 to 19,
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old board members, already considerably aroused by the Unitarianism of
Holley, were further intensified by this action of the legislature, which
they considered dangerous in its religious tendencies and also as illegal,
in that it had not been petitioned for by a majority of the trustees, as
required by the charter. The language of the charter and the posit“.’ton
taken by previous legislatures gave them a good basis for this pesition.
The act of 1783 had merely declared “that the said trustees shall, at
all times be accountable for their transactions touching any matter or
things relating to said seminary in such manner as the legislature shall
direct.” 82 The natural inference from this act was that they might be
removed from office or otherwise punished for malfeasance, but not that
their organization could be altered except according to the provisions
of the charter itself. This was the construction put upon that charter
by the acts of November 21, 1795, which did not reorganize the old board,
but merely suspended them from office in the one case and in the other
made tham accountable for the discharge of their duties to the distriet

court, 83 The legislature's action was adverse to the interests of the

82 William W. Hening, Editor, Statutes at Large, Vol. XI (1782-1784),
pp. 282-87 (see section XII)., Richmond: George Cochran, 1823,

83 William Littell, Editor, The Statute Law of Kentucky, Vols I,
Pe 345, Frankfort: William Hunter, 1809,

Ibig., Vol. I’ PPe 3‘45"‘-&6.

All Transylvania University historians seem to have taken a definite
stand on this point, Lewis wrote that the position taken by the Presbyteri-
ans was at least as tenable as the opposite one, stated by Peter. See
Alvin F. Lewis, History of Higher Education in Kentucky, p. 57. U. S.
Bureau of Education, Circular of Information, No. 3, Washington: Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1899; and Robert Peter and Johanna Peter,

X Trangylvania
Univergity: Its Origin, Bise, Decline, and Fall, pp. 22-%. Louisviﬁe:
The Filson Club, 1896,
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university in raising up against it a strong religious prejudice in the
public mind generally and in causing the Presbyterians particularly to
be unfavorably disposed toward the new administration and very much
inclined to withdraw their patronage. On the other hand, this act of
reorganization had its beneficial effect, as expressed by a committee of
the two houses of the legislature in 1827, in taking Transylvania Univer-
sity into their more immediate control, and attempting to make of it more
distinctively a state institution and to build it up into a great univer-
gity under the auspices of the states The old board took its last official

action on February 28, 18la, o

Professional School Development, 1804-1818

Transylvania University justly claims the first medical school in
the West and the first collegiate law school in America, However, the
period, 1804 to 1818, was one in which these professional schools were
rathér insecurely established, and one in which much development, ex-
perimentation, and growth were taking place. While these schools were
important from the standpoint of professional educational pioneering,
their development into full professional status cannot be said to have
taken place until the advent of President Holley in 1818. During this

period the academic department was by far the most important in the

84 wMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, February 28, 1818," Vol, II, pp. 319%~20. This action was a
report on the interests and prospects of the university, the former of

which they considered of "great public importance,™ and the latter "very
flattering."

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



84
university's history as an educational institution. During later periods
the professional schools outweighed the academic department in general

. usefulness toward the development of the new South and West, to which
Transylvania was sending many young leaders.

First _medical school of the'We_sﬁ.w‘V%‘hile two professors of medicine

were appointed in 1799, a regular faculty had been appointed and a library
had been assembled by 1805, However, there seems to have been no regular
schedule of lectures, and all the professors resigned their chairs in
1806. 8 Although the school was launched on a rathei* successful basis
in the fall of 1817, a controversy developing within the faculty dis~
rupted the school, preventing its opening in 1818, ‘

(a) EARLY MEDICAL EDUCATION IN KENTUCKY.—After the appointments of
Doctors Samuel Brown and Frederick Ridgely as Professors of Medicine in
1799, Dr. Elisha Warfield was added to this prospective medical faculty
as professor of surgery and midwifery in 1802, 86 and Rev. James Fish=
back, M.D., was appointed professor of the theory and practice of medi-
cine in 1805, & Fishback was during his lifetime a doctor, a lawyer,
and a candidate for the state legislature, 8 His religious preference

was Presbyterisnism, and as an active layman he was largely responsible

85 Ibid., April i, 1806, Vol I, p. 257.
8 Ibid., June 7, 1802, Vol. I, p. 21l.

87 Ivid., April 10, 1805, Vol. I, p. 249.
88

Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentuc}g[
Pe 275, New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847,
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for the establishment of the Western Monitor in 1814, avowedly for the
purpose of injecting religion into politiese 89 Fishback devoted a
chapter to the true relations of religion and the state in a theological
work published in 1813, % He became a Baptist in November, 1816, and
was licensed to preach ‘in December. o Fishback supported President
Blythe and the Presbyterians in their sectarian movement to retain con-
trol over Transylvania, becoming a strong opponent of President Holley.
In some measure, he led the Baptists to join with the Presbyterians in
ousting Holley in 1827, »

| (b) REORGANIZATION OF 1809.—On April &, 1809, a more complete

92

faculty was appointed. Dr. Buchanan wrote that he made efforts to

establish a medical school at Transylvania University in 1809, %

Buchanan was graented the degree of bachelor of arts, on the recommenda

9k

tion of the full faculty, but the scheol did not materialize and

Buchanan published the substance of his projected lectures as Eng
Philogsophy of Human Nature. 9

This volume, along with a great amount

89 See James Fishback, An Oration Delivered in the First Presby-
Lterian Church in the Town of lexington, ?. on the 4th day of July, 1816.
Lexington: Published by the Author, 1816. Pp. 16, Here Fishback,re-
states his position on the amalgamation of religion and politics.

90 James Fishback, The Philosophy of the Human Mind, Chapter VI,
Lexington: Published by the Author, 1813, Pp, 306,

91 Robert Davidson, ope gite, PPe 275-76.

92 mfinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, April 8, 1809," Vol. I, p. 326. '

93 Joseph Buchanan, Philosophy of Humen Nature, Preface. Rich~
mond, Kentucky: Published by the Author, 1812,

% nMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Trensylvania University,
Lexington, April 8, 1809," Vol. I, p. 326.

95 Joseph Buchanan, ope cit., ppe 321.
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of newspaper material, contains the literary remains of t;he #tinfidelity,"
which the Presbyterians vigorously opposede.
Buchanan entered into a partnership with Robert Johnson to publish
the Kentucky Palladium at Frankfort prior to August, 1813, *° and estabe
lished the Literary Csdet and Cheap City Advertiser at Cincinnati in 1819,

which soon merged with the Western Spy to form the Western Spy and Lit-
erary Cndet, with Buchanan as editor. 4 Later, 1826 to 1829, he edited
the Louisville Focus. Buchanan was extremely versatile, having been
writer, publisher, edltor, physician, professor, lawyer, inventor, his- -
torian, politician, scientist, and philosopher. % he strongly favored
a complete separation of religion and politics, and contributed many news-
paper articles opposing the sectarian administration of Rev. James Blythe.
There is good evidence that his agitation drove Blythe from the presidency
in 1816, although this probably would have taken place without his assigs
tance, |

(c) REORGANIZATION OF 1817.—-On November 11, 1815, another medical

faculty was elected, but they resigned before beginning their duties. 99

96 Kentucky Repoerter, 6 (August 2, 1813), 2.

97 Western Spy and Literary Cadet, 1 (April 29, 1820), 1.

98 See Merle E. Curti, "Joseph Buchanan," Dictionary of American

Biography, Vole III, ppe 215-16. New York: Chas. Seribners' Sons, 1928-
193%. There is a sketch by Buchanan's son in Lewis Collins, Historical

Sketches e; Kentueky, pp. 559%60. Maysville, Kentucky: Published by the

99 mfinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, November 11, 1815," Vol. II, p. 196,
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- Doctors Daniel Drake, James Overton, James Blythe, Benjamin Dudley, and
William Richardson became the first fully active and complete faculty of
the medical schoel, Lectures were regularly scheduled and delivered
during the 1817-18 session to a class of about twenty students, 100 and

in 1818 the first medical commencement in the Mississippi Valley was

held at Leicington, the degree of M. D. being conferred on John L, McCul~

lough, 101

(d) CONTROVERSY AT THE OUTSET+=~The medical school was established
under conditions unfavorable to expansion and successe Dr. Drake and Dr.
Dudley became involved in a controversy, the details of which were record-
ed in three pamphlets. Drake, in two letters to the people of Lexington,
explained why he was resigning, 102 A challenge to a duel between Doc-
tors Dudley and Drake arose over Dudley's charge that Drake was attempte
ing to disrupt the medical school and disagreement over a postmortem ex~
aminations °3 Drake declined Dudley's challenge, but his friend, Dre

Richardson, accepted and received a serious wound from which he re-

covered. Dudley answered Drake's two letters in a reply dated

100 1p14., February 22, 1817, Vols II, p. 256.
101 1pid., February 28, 1818, Vol. II, p. 318,

102 Daniel Drake, An Appeal to the Justice of the Intelligent and
Respectable People of Lexington. Cincinnati: Looker, Reynolds and Co.,
Printers s 1818, Ppo 23.

Daniel Drake, A Second Appeal. Bound with Benjamin W. Dudley,
To Dr. Drake (Ohio State Historical Association, Cincimnati). Lexington:
Published by the Author, 1818, Pp. 18.

103 Robert Peter and Johanna Peter, Transylvania University, op. git.,
PPe 24=~25.
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September 25, 1818, Here, Dudley predicted a great future for the Trane

sylvanis Medieal School. 104

Students wrote of their appreciation of the efforts of Doctors
Overton, Dudlej, and Blythe for "their perseverance « « o in ieaching
medical science.” 105 Twelve students signed a petition addressed to
the trustees of the university in which they praised the services of
Doctors Overton, Dudley, and Blythe, but spoke of Dr. Richardson as
being too busy at other endeavors to take a serious interest in his

medical lectures, 106

The medical school was inactive for the year, 1818-19, but was
launched upon an impressive basis on November 8, 1819; 107 with an
enrollment of 37 beginning in 1819-20, and advancing yearly to 93,

138, 171, 200, reaching 234 in 1824-25. 108 Transylvania soon became
the leading medical school in the Wests In point oif number of students

and eminence of faculty, it was soon to rank second only to the medical

loh' Benjamj.n We Dudley, ov. _q_i_-_to’ PPe i8.

105 Kentucky Gazette, 30 (March 10, 1817), 1. Signed by David C.
Ayres, Thomas J. Garden, and Charles H. Warfield.

106 w, ¢, Smith, J. Ce Fraser, L. J. Gorgen, and nine Others to
the Trustees of Trangylvania University, petition, dated Lexington,
February 18, 1817." Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexington.

107 myinutes of the Medical Department s Transylvania University,
Lexington, November 8, 1819," p, 1,

108 pnnual Announcement of the Medical Department of Transylvania
University, 1840, p. 23, Lexington: The University, 1840,
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school of the University of Pennsylvania in the United States. 109

America's first collegiate law school.—~Charles Warren, in his

History of the American Bar, sumarizes the early history of the Transyl-
vania Law School: |

In the same year as Kent's resignation at Columbia, 1798, there was
founded the first collegiate professorship, intended for other than under
graduates, which had any permsnencye. It is certainly striking that this
event should have occurred in a little frontier town of about 1700 in=
habitantg-—at the University of Trangylvania in Lexington, Kentucky.

This institution was chartered in 1798, and the next year the Law Depart-
ment was organized with George Nicholas as Professor of law and Polities.
On his death, the same year, he was succeeded by James Brown, who held
office until 1804« In that year Henry Clay, a young man of twenty-seven,
who had been admitted to the Bar seven years, was appointed and held the
professorship until 1807, Then the office lapsed but was renewed in 1814,

when John Pope held it until 1816, and was succeeded by Joseph Cgbell
Breckinridge in 1817,

The University, though small and local, had by 1802 acquired a libra-
ry of 1700 volumes, and also a separate law library, 110

(a) FOUNDING UNDER REPUBLICAN INFLUENCES.-~The Transylvania Law
School, which had as its first head a strong Jeffersonian Republicsn,
George Nicholas, soon became predominantly Republican in contrast to the
Federalist stamp which was to apply to the later schools of the North,
especially Litchfield and Yale, n From 1807 to 1814 the law school

109 Francis R, Packard, History of Medicine in the United States,
Vol. II, p. 1078, Philadelphia: Paul Hoeber, Inc., Publishers, 193l.

110 gharles Varren, History of the American Bay, p. 39. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1932,
111 1bide, pp. 130, 140. ' ,

Alfred Z. Reed, Training for the Public Profession of the Law:
Historical Development and Principal Contemporary Problems of Legal Edus
cation in the United States, pp. 130; 140, Bulletin Number Fifteen. New
York: Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 1921,
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declined due to the fact that no regular professor was in charge, but
some laectures were given to law students by volunteers and by the academie
faculty. At a meeting of the board in March, 1814, it was determined to
place the law department on a more permanent basis, when a new faculty
was appointed. h2

 (b) PLACE AMONG FARLY AMFRICAN LAW SCHOOLS.—~flhen the Transylvania
Law School was established, William and Mary was the only other law

school in Americe having a law curriculum. 13

Williem and Mary's law
course was begun in 1779. 114 The early law courses at the University
of Pennsylvania (College of Philadelphia) and at Columbia were short
lived, existing from 1790-92 and 1794~98, respectively. 15 For a
generation Transylvania was the qnly organized center of legal educa=
tion west of the Alleghanies, 1é and it led all law schools from 1799
until 1821 except one private school, Litchfield, and for a year or two
Harvard, which enrolled a few more studentse By 1821 Transylvania

had surpassed Litchfield, and held the lead again until 1838, when
Harvard, Virginia, Yale, and William and Mary took the lead, which they
held until 1860,

112 Alfred Z. Reed, ope ¢it., Ps 423.
"Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,

113 p1fred Z. Reed, op. git., pe 423, While William and Mary
employed a professor of law in its liberal arts college it did not
organize a colleglate law school during this early period,

11""‘ Lhido
15 Ihid.
116 1pid., p. 118,
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Liberal Control Egtablished

The liberal elements had regained control of the university and
now planned to build it up, according to their own ideals, as a great
educational institution and as a source of economic advantage to the
community. It will be shown in the following chapters that their policies
with respect to the place of religion in the university were as follows:
The idea of religious toleration would be everywhere encouraged; sectarian
religious teaching would be rejecteds Viewpoints of the president would
be a personal thing of importance only to himself, However, in his pre-
ceptorlal capacity, although teaching no sectarian theology, he would
teach simply the elements of religion as they were needed for morality.,
The president would speak from the university pulpit each Sunday, to
present the grest leading principles of Christianity, but he would make
a careful avoidaﬁco of both the inculcation of sectarian peculiarities
and the maintenance of positions untenable on scriptural grounds. A
high standard of personal morality would be set by the president s and
he would exact the same from the students under his econtrol. Under no
circumstances would religious distinctions be made in the choice of
professors and students, and in conferring of privileges and honors.

As to politics, it will be shown that pelitical parties were com-
pletely disregardeds The school would be a republican institution,
devoted to teaching the arts and sciences; it would grow under the con-
trol of a liberal and accomplished leader and a brilliant faculty; and

it would above all create citizens free to choose for themselves their
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own religion and their own polities. Chapters IV and V deal largely with
religious and personal controversies, while chapter VI includes some inter—
pretation of the political and economic controversies that were brought

to bear upon the university.
Summary

It has been shown that the Presbyterians made serious efforts to
establish Transylvania as a sectarian university from 1804 to 1816. The
board of trustees, which was predominantly Calvinistic during this period,
seemed to have made no really strong efforts to develop the school or to
increase its effectiveness. The small academic department expanded very
little, if any, duwring this periode The medieal school was never a
seriously considered entity of Transylvania prior to 1817, and the law
school seemed to have at least one professor during this period, but
its effectiveness must have been limiteds Liberal elements of the coms
munity, although interested in breaking the Presbyterians' monopol¥stic
held upon Transylvania, did not become very effective until 1817, The
liberalism-sectarian controversy did not become a real contest until
Horace Holley's name was mentioned for the school's presidency. However,
as the community grew more liberal in 1817 and 1818, an environment of
liberalism affected the board and eventually the university. A climax
was reached in 1818 when the state became liberal enough to oust the old
sectarian board and replace it with liberal-minded citizens. This action

was referred to as a liberal revolution, since it amounted to a sudden
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and drastic change in the intellectual center of young Kentueky. The
discussion of Transylvania's professional schools shows that these
departments remained in a pioneering and formative status during this
period,

Transylvania's contributions to the state during this period lie
in her professional training, which was restricted largely to religious
leaders; graduate doctors and lawyers were few., But the first collégia’cs
law school had been established and the ground work for a very effective
medical school had been laide The school may be credited with the per-
formance of a certain amount of general pioneering on the part of higher
education, as it must be remembered that the frontier was not far from
Kentucky, and that efforts toward sustaining higher education usually
were expended only after the expenditure of many tiresome efforts to
sustain life, to promote peace, and to maintain the general social order,

Possibly the most important barrier to Transylvania's success lay
in the trusteeys' desire to start their college aepartment before they had
established sufficient "feeders" or preparatory schools which could keep
a college supplied with qualified students. Another cause which seems to
have been an obstacle in Transylvania's development was a lack of effecw
tive leadership, Since the trustees®' various committees often sought to
solve administrative matiers and seemed constantly to interfere with the

president's prerogative of administration, they should have been carefully

selected with regard to their duties.
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CHAPTER IV
LIBERAL STATE UNIVERSITY, 1818-1823

Holley, Liberal Theologian and Educator

When Horace Holley accepted the presidenecy of Transylvania Univerw
sity, the conflict between liberalism and Presbyterisnism in Kentucky
developed into a contest centering around Holley, his ideals, ambitions,
successes, fallures, and his personality generally. If he had been
successful in accomplishing the aims of the party of which he was now
the leader, 1. e., if he could provide an effective liberal education
for the youth of the Western country, the Presbyterian clergy's hopes
for the type of Christian society which they would offer might have been
destroyed or at least defeated for a time. The dominant party of liberal
gentlemen, politicians, lawyers, business men, and those who enjoyed the
theatre, the racetrack, and the material pleasures of life, would become
universally accepted and continue to prosper in place of the more God-
fearing type of Christian ladies and gentlemen who would receive greater
social recognition in a society controlled by the Calvinist clergy.

In order to grasp the fierce nature and intensity of the "death"
struggle which was soon to take place, some consideration of the charac-
ter of Holley as an individual is of value. What was his true character
and how did it serve as an easy target for the enemies of liberalism,
both religious and political? Briefly stated, Holley's most provocative
characteristics included an ingenuously expressed liberalism in religion,

9
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an aristocratic and highly effective social disposition, end an ability
to succeed where his opponents were unsuccessful.

Parentage, education training.-=The new president of Transyl-
vania University was born st Salisbury, Connecticut on February 13 ,' 1781,
His father was Luther Holley, a New Englander who had gained considerable
wealth through business ventures and farming. Although the father had no
formal schooling, he was well read for his opportunities and in all pro-
bebility influenced his son's attitude toward literature and educations
Two other sons, Myron Holley and Orville Holley, achieved prominence in
New York City. Sarah Dekin Holley, his mother, the daughter of a Baptist
minister, did not accept the doctrine of predestination. Luther Holley
was liberal in his religious views and disregarded sectarian divisions
and Horace Holley was influenced by this environment of mild religion.
Entered in school at the age of little over three years, he completed
the elementary curriculum available to him and returned to work in his
father's store. In 1797, at the age of sixteen, he attended an academy
et Williamstown in preparation for Williams College, but decided upon
Yale College, which he entered in 1799. 1

Horace Holley was successful at Yale and received high approbation
froﬁx Timothy Dwight. He enjoyed the refined society and developed an in-
tense interest in mental philosophy, 2 and in intellectual and literary

1 Charles Caldwell, A Discourse on the Genius and Character of the
Bev. Horace Rolley, LL.D.. Tate Prasidant of Tosmoyonte b oLt
with an Appendix Containing Copious Notes Biographical and Illustrative,
pp. 110-18 of Appendix. Boston: Hilliard, Gray, Little, and Wilkins, 1828,

2 Ibid., p. 122 of Appendix.
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pursuits. Holley had great oratorical abilities. 3 He came under the
influence of the revival occurring in New Haven in 1808, b His oration
~at Commencement was entitled "The Slavery of Freethinking," when he re-
ceived the degree of Bachelor of A?ts a short time later, 5 In the win-
ter he worked in a New ¥ork law office, but deciding against law as a
profession soon returned to New Haven to study divinity under Timothy
Dwight . ¢ While studying with Dwight he adopted the Hopkinsian theolo-
gy, which he tried without success to impart to his liberal-minded fa=
ther. 7

In 1805 Holley, now married and his ministerial studies completed,
accepted thek post of minister at Greenfield Hill, Fairfield County,
Connecticut, at $560 per year. Anvhonorable dismissal from the Western
District of Fairfield County in September, 1808, indicated that he re-
tained his reputable orthodox standing. 8 After some canvassing, he
accepted the ministry of the Unitarian South End Church, Hollis Street,
Boston. At the installation service on March 8, 1809,  Rev. Joseph

3 Ibide, ps 127 of Appendix.

b Ipid., pp. 127-28 of Appendix.
5 Franklin B. Dexter, Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Yale

College, Vole V, p. 286, New York: Harper and Brothers, Publishers,
1911,

6 Charles Caldwell, ops cite, ppe 130-33 of Appendix.
7 Ibid., pp. 129-30 of Appendix.
8 Ibid., ppe 133-34 of Appendix.
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Eckley preached, Rev. John Lathrop gave the charge, and Rev. John
Thornthon Kirkland, who was soon to become Unitarian president of
Harvard, gave the right hand of fellowship to the young pastor before
an audience of over two thousand. 9

It was at the Unitarian South End Church that Holley achieved the
success which gave him a national reputation, The oratorical ability
he had developed so masterfully acecounted primarily for his achieve~
ment. Loring, in his Hundred Boston Orators, wrote of Holley's great
effectiveness in the pulpit: ", + . and it may safely be asserted that
Stiilman and Holley were the most eloquent pastors that ever graced the
Boston pulpit." 20 In addition to his power in the pulpit, Holley was
effective in other pastoral duties; he doubled the size of the congre-
gation and thus necessitated a new church. n Ten years after his de=
part.ura‘frem the South End Church, at the time of his death,k great care
was taken to pay adequate tribute to him, with an appropriate service,
and the delivery of a eulogy by Rev. Pierpont. 12 Holley seemed to be .’

averse to publishing his sermons; only one has been printed and that

9 Joseph Eckley, A Sermon Delivered at the Installation of the Reve
Horace Holley, P« 35. Boston: Published by the author, 1809,

10 James S. Loring, The Hundred Boston Orators, p. 373. Boston:
Published by the author, 1853, , £ P 373
11 Charles Caldwell, op. cit., pp. 146, 165, and 222 of Appendix,

12 John Plerpont, A Discourse . . . Occasioned by the Death of
Horace Holley, ppe 31. Boston: From the Press of the Christisn Ex—
aminer, 1827. (Houghton Library, Harvard University).

Charles Caldwell, ope cit., ppe 138-39 of Appendix.
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from his Transylvania days. 13 His other interests in Boston, in
addition to his pastorate, included memberships on the School Committee
of Bostoﬁ and on the Board of Overseers of Harvard University. h Poe

‘litically, he exhibited strong sympathy for the Federalist party in
national politics. 15

Holley's liberal religion defined.—Holley's greatest mistake may
have been his decision to go to Kentucky. 16 He had won approbation from
John Adams, 1 had been recommended for the pulpit of the Independent
Church of Baltimore, 18 had received high approval for his speech before
the Hous‘e of Representatives in Washingten, 19 and had beefz asked re=
peatedly to return to Boston. 20 From the standPOin‘b‘of personal ame
bition, it would seem that hls greatest opportunities lay in the Fast.
However, it is pﬁébable that he wished to give up his position as minis-
ter of the South End Church because his viewpoints on religion had

changed, and the position was a "term of severe trial," 2 Mrs. Holley

13 Charles Caldwell, op. cit., ppes 370-71 of Appendix.
14 Ibid., p. 148 of Appendix.

15 James S. Loring, op. cit., pe 370,

16 Franklin B, Dexter, op. cit., Vol. V, p. 588.

17 John Adams to Thomas Jefferson, Quincy, May 29, 1818.

18 commentator, 19 (July 10, 1818), 3, reprinted from the Federal
Gazette of timore. ’

9 Charles Caldwell, ope cit., pe 164 of Appendix.
20 Iblde, Pe 140 of Appendix,
21 1pid., p. 137 of Appendix.
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stated that he had first adopted Calvinism in a period of religious
excitement, when he was especially enthusiastic. 22 In addition, Holley
had little choice in the matter, since the system was almost completely
dominant, so that one could deviatxe only in the direction of simplifica-
tion without suffering severe pehalties. Apparently he had no opportu~-
nity for a fair examination and was forced to accept the prevalent sys—
tem, and not his own interpretation of the Sgriptures, as the standard
of faiﬁh.

Not long after Holley decided upon the ministry, he began to think
for himself and to lock at the various sides of theological questions.
A liberal viewpoint was growing; when he arrived in Boston and began
discussing religious questions with other clergymen, particularly those
of liberal opinion, he soon became one of the leading disciples of
Unitarianism, with some personal modifications. The religious position
that Holley adopted while at the Boston Church qualified him for the
presidency of Transylvania University, in accordance with the standards
and objectives of its new trustees.

First, he had adopted a position of rational and catholic Christi-
anity as the sole standard of faith in preference to a system of theolow
23

gy such as Calvinism, His rationalism and catholicity made it possi-

ble for him to look upon all sects with sympathy, though accepting none

22 1pid.

23 see "Review of 'A Contrast between Calvinism and Hopkinsianism,'®
A General Repository and Review, 3 (November, 1814), 36kL.
For authorship, see Franklin B. Dexter, op. git., Vol. V, p. 590,
Draper Manuscript 17CC54=55.
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as a wholes Second; Holley shared the liberal Kentuckians' oppositionv_
to Calvinism in all its forms., Holley had published his views opposing
Calvinism. He wrote: "The general progress of the mind, in the arts
and sciences and in the knowledge of human nature, the progress of
biblical eriticism, and the growing influence of truth are all opposed
to the prevalence of Calvinism." 2 Holley wrote that the different
creeds were not only the instruments of power over men's minds and the

- bases of control over large vested interests, but that they were. destruc-
tive of peace among religious sects and of intellectual truth. 25 These
consequences of creedal religion were obvious to liberal Kentuckians from
a long observation, and the reorganization in Transylvania University, in
so far as it was an intellectual revolt, was planned to keep the state as
free as possible from such creeds.

Attitude toward Kentuckiang.w-In deseribing his liberal position,
Holley wrote: “There is indeed, in my opinion, no good reason for oppo=
~sition :to me, or for jealousy towards my principles or objects, on the
grounds of my religious doctrines and mode of instruction.! 26 He stated
further that he was to be liberal without indifference, moderate without

coldness, rational without skepticism, evangeliéal without fanaticism,

2k Wpeview of 'A Contrast between Calvinism and Hopkinsianisam,'" A
General Repository and Review, 3 (November, 1814), 377.

25 Ibido, Pe 3‘#7. .
26 wy Journey from Boston in Massachusets [ sic 7 to Lexington, in
Kentucky commenced Feb. 3, 1818 by Horace Holley." Manuscript. Owned by

Mrs. Benjamin Gratz Crosby, Woodford County, Kentucky; typewritten copy
in Transgylvania College, Lexington,
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simple wiﬁhout crudeness, natural without licentlousness, and pious with~
out the spirit of exclusion or intolerance. After gstating that he was
not a skeptic, a Socimian, an Arian, or a tritheist, Holley said that
with his countrymen generally, and Christians at large, he bellieved there
was one Ged, and that he profoundly and cordially respected the religion

27

of the lande. If Holley practiced what he wrote, that acceptance of

the catholic position was the best choice for a vote-seeking politieiany 28
he may have believed that by adopting a liberal, catholic, and Unitarian
position, a stand that he regarded as orthodox, he was most truly repre-
senting the religious sentiments of Kentuckians and was most likely to
satisfy a majoritjo

Clergy's acceptance of Holleys~~Holley had hoped that his position
would provide a temporary arrangement of toleration with the orthodox.
A writer of the Reporter stated that he succeeded and that "the professors
of religion of every denomination, who were present [ at his sermon in the
Episcopal Church _7 have declared themselves entirely satisfied with the
exposition of his principles [ of the various theories of the trinitﬂ oM 29
The Reporter wri’oer explained that Holley opposed idle metaphysical specus
lations, and insisted upon the value of practical Christianity. The edi-

torial policy of the Reporter consistently agreed with Holley throughout

28 wReview of 'A Contrast between Calvinism and Hopkinsianism,' A
General Repository and Review, 3. (November, 1814), 374~76.

29 Charles Caldwell, Ope gite., pp. 157-58 of Appendix,
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his presidency, that liberal Christianity is the most general form of
Christian faith, and consequently is true orthodoxy. But James Fishback,
a Baptist minister and stricter theologian, readily identified Holley

as a "natural religionist,® 30 and the Presbyterian clergy never regarded
him as qrthedox. Howeveér, Holley's trip to Kentucky appears to have been
successful in causing most of the religieﬁs sects to favor him, at least
publiely, Governor Slaughter and other Baptists of both orders, regular
and separate, approved of Holley so completely that they promised to send
their children to the university and to support legislative appropriations
to it, 3 Even Rev. James McChord, A Presbyterian minister and former

professor, after a lengthy conversation, told Holley that he was no longer

opposed.’ 32 ’

Visit to Kentucky.——Holley visited Kentucky with the purpose of dis-

covering by personal contact whether there was sufficient unanimity among
himself, the trustees, the principal clergymen, and the leading laymen to
make possible successful operation of the school, before consenting td
accept the position of president. 33 He arrived late in May and was

cordially received. 34 Many prominent citizens, including Henry Clay

30 Western Monitor, 1825, undated clipping at Transylvania College,
Lexington.

31 Charles Caldwell, op. cit., p. 156 of Appendix.
32 Ibid., pe 159 of Appendix.

33 See Western Luminary, 1 (March 9, 1825), p. 127, for quotation
from letter of 1815 to James Prentiss from Horace Holley.

3k Charles Caldwell, op. cit., ppe 15152 of Appendix.
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and Governor Slaughter, greeted him warmly, and he was the guest at
numerous dinners and parties. He also was received favorably by the
churches; the Episcopalians, the Baptists, and the Methodists invited
him to preach. The Associate Reformed Church was less receptive, and
Rev, James McChord consented to his invitation only after it had been
tendered by the elders. McChord received ancnymous letters for this
35

"condescension.¥ Although placed in a difficult position in respect
to his visiting preaching assignments, Holley, by placing himself above
sectarian strife, by avoiding technical theological issues, and by con-
cerning himself chiefly with the principles of morality and piety, was
able to merit a gratifying response.

Inauguration.—~The fact that Holley found conditions at the school
at a loiv ebb (there were no regular class divisions, no extensive system
of rules, few books, and little apparatus) pleased him, since there wounld
be nothing to reform, but all planning would be starting anew, 36 He ob-
served the excellent quality of potential students, and noted that he was
given full liberty ie direct the school as he wished. 37 He determined
to accept the presidency with its $2,250 per year salary, in addition to

. 8
the diploma fees. 3 Holley was cognizant in his letter of acceptance 39

35 Ibid., pp. 152-61 of Appendix.

36 Ibid., p. 162 of Appendix.

37 Jbid., ps 157 of Appendix,

38 mbid.

39 #To the Trustees of Transylvania University, Horace Holley. Lexs
ington, June 25, 1818." Manuseript. Transylvania College, Lexingtons
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of the wide popular support of his appointment, the prospect of general
support of the university from the whole community, and the great ex-
pectation of state aide. He assumed his position in November, 1818, and

0
was formally inaugurated on December 19, 1818, 4

The chairman of the
board of trustees administered the oath of office to Holley and to the

~ instructors of the university, at the inauguration, and afterwards "de—
livered to the President the keys of the college, as a symbol of his
authority and charge: a bible, as containing the evidence of that re-
ligion which is acknowledged in that seminary, and which prevails through-
out our land; and lastly a volume of science, as an indication that in-
struction in knowledge and literature was his peculiar duty as head of
an inatiﬁution of 1earning;" L In order to achieve his recently cons
ceived ambition to become the dominating intellectusl force in the West,
Holley, characteristically, commenced his duties with zeal, industry, and

devotion.

University organized for progress.—The reorganized university was

now in a position to expand and develop., Besides the recent reorganiza~
tion of the trusteés and the election of a liberal and eminent president,
the physical facilities (including adequate space for classroom exer—

clses for the academic department, lodging for one hundred students, and

board in a refectory, priced upon a nonprofit, mutual-sharing basis) had

40 Charles Caldwell, op. Q;g., P 199 of Appendix.
L1 Kentucky Gazette, 32 (December 25, 1818), 1,
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been recently completed. The total cost of education was greatly rédnced,
and with the establishment of strict standards of admission, division of
the academic year into the usual two semesters, and introduction of the
regular academic system of four classes, the quality of education was
destined to improve. These innovations, suggested by Holley during his
spring visit, ’were put into eperation before his permanent settlement
in Lexington,

Profgsgor and executive.—-Ag president, Holley becamg professor of
mental and moral philosophy and was particularly in charge of the senior
class, Some of the textbooks Holley selected included: Thomas Brown's

Lectures on the Philosophy of the Human Mind, Hedge's Elements of Logic,

Say's Political Feonomy, and Murray's Grammar. In addition to preaching
at the Sunday Chapel services, Holley, together with Professor Bishop,
offered a volunteer class in biblical criticism and theology, h2 where
Paley's Evidences of Christianity and Butler's Analogy were discuséed
and analyzeds John Roche, a liberal in religion, and John Everett, a
brother of Edward Eyerett, were appointed tutors in Latin and Greek.

A versatile scieniist, Constantine Rafinesque, was appointed professor
of natural histery and botany and teacher of modern languages. A
traveler passing through Lexington in 1819 observed the liberalism of

the reorganized school:

A college at which are already one hundred and forty students; its

h2 Kentucky Reporter, 6 (March 5, 1821), 3.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



106
professors, chosen purely for their talents, without any requirement of
unanimity of religious opinion, as in the colleges with you; professors
80 chosen not being confined to any particular sect, are likely teo fill
their stations with ability; and as far as I am capable of judging are
eminently calculated for their respective positions to which they are
chosen. This institution promises toc be in the moral world what the
sun 1s in the natural world,

Bishop and Sharpe's disgatisfaction.-—However, some ill feeling
was caused in relatlion to this reorganization. Rev. Robert Bishop, who
had been acting president for the two years preceding Holley's arrival,
1816-1818, demonstrated some dissension, when he petitioned the trustees
to award him the same salary as was credited to Holley. Bishop claimed
that the increase in students was due to himself, since he had been in
charge of the university following Blythe's resignation, bl Bishop also
stated that he had taught many more branches than the statutes required
of him, and that the character of the school in May, 1816, was completely
gone, when he in conjunction with a friend (Sharpe), who had been forced
t0 retire from the service, managed the entire affairs of the school. He
had increased the students from twenty or twenty-five to upward of one
hundred and ten; and had spent too much of his time and labored too hard,
by night and day, for the institution to be indifferemt to him. Bighop

revealed his anger as follows: "Whatever may be the talents and acquire-

ments of our new president, it is a most degrading thought—a thought

43 Richard Flower, Letters from Lexington and the I1linois, London,

1819. In Early Western Travels, edited by Reuben Ge Thwaites, Vol. X,
PPe 94-95., New York: McMillan and Co., 1911,

bl 1etter to the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania
University, dated December 19, 1818, from Robert H. Bishop, published in

Robert Peter and Johanna Peter, Transylvania University, ppe. 112-13,.
Louisville: The Filson Club, 1898, ?
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under which no mind which has any sense of independence can act with
vigor--~that his services to ’the institutiﬁn as compared to mine should
be considered by the Board as three to one." b3 He threatened: "If
the Board wish me to act with spirit and feel as a man, when attempting
to discharge my duty as a professor, I must be placed immediately, as

to salary, on an equality with the president." 46

Ebenezer Sharpe, who
had been professor of languages, resigned because his hours had been
changed to such an extent that he would have to live in town to meel
them, and because Holley was allowed to "teach his Socinian views." kT
Thése two discontented ministers were in positions where they could do
much injury to the university, Sharpe from the outside and Bishop from
within,

Demonstration of leadership.—Holley's value as a leader cannot be

over emphasized, especially the spirit of emulation and ambition he in-
troduced, his example of vigorous activity, practical demonstrations of
intellectual achievement, and exceptional oratorical abilities. The
course of study was reorganized to include curricula leading to the

degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts. 48 A system of weekly

L5 Ibido, pe 112,
46 Ibig.,

L7 Sharpe's letter of resignation is printed in the Weekly Recorder,

b8 gee "Transylvania University," Kentucky Reporter, 17 (June 7,

182;), :)2, for announcement to students wishing a second degree (Master
of Arts),
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exhibitions was introduced by Holley, in which the students were given
an opportunity to display their talents in oratory, literature, and
gscience to an appreciative audience, 49 Statements from contemporary
sources, 0 and blographies of many graduates, 51 give testimony difficult
to refute, relating to the high quality of instruction during Helley's
administration, especially on the part of the president, himself. The

52

university soon gained a national reputation, 2 and vied with the large

eastern colleges in number of students and in quality of instructiom,
Increase in enrollmentse.—No information exists to indicate exactly
what the enrollment of college matriculates was at the close of Bishop's

incumbency as acting president. In October, 1817, just prior to Holley's

h9 Charles Caldwell, op. cite, pp. 199-200 of Appendix.
Frequent notices of these exhibitions appear in the Lexington
newspapers of this period.

50 Kentucky Reporter, 14 (April 30, 1821), 3; 15 (June 24, 1822), 3;
and 15 (July 1, 1822), 3. '
Western Monitor, 3 (June 27, 1822), 4; and 4 (July 16, 1822), Le
Argus of Western America, 10 (June 27, 1822), 2.

51 See Allen Johnson and Dumas Maléne, Editors, Dictionary of Ameri-
can Biography, Index volumes I-XX, pp. 342-43. New York: Charles Serib-
ner's Sons, 1937. Eighty-six biographies of men who attended Transylvania
between 1780 to 1858 are indexed in this volume. Fifty-two are listed
under Transylvania College (Academic Department), twenty-two under the
Law Department, and twelve under the Medical Department, A large num—
ber of these men were graduates of the classes of 1822, 1823, and 1824,
which produced at least seventeen members of Congress, and governors of
Kentucky and Indiana. Jefferson Davis was included among theses

52 Western Monitor, 3 (May 8, 1821), 3.

) Comnmendatory notices appeared in the National Intelligencer (Wash~
ington), Richmond Enguirer, New York American, and elsewhere.

Kentucky Reporter, 1L (February 23 s 1820), 3, reprints a favorable
article from the Pittsburgh Gazette.
Unitarian Miscellany (Baltimore), 14 (April, 1821), 143,

Niles Weekly Register (Baltimores often contained articles pointing
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election; there were seventy—seven students, including those of the pre-
paratory department, 23 Bishop wrote that the enrollees numbered 110 at
the time Holley took over the management of the university in 1818, ok
Since the figure, 110, does not identify the number of preparatory stu-
dents contained, it is'of little consequence in determining the number of
undergraduates at this time. Although it is somewhat questionable whether
Bishop or Holley was respoysible for this first increase in enrollment, it
is more probable that the liberal forces supporting Holley were responsible
for most of the progress. A small decline was recorded when Holley was
inaugurated, Z but a rapid expansion in college students, as well as in
preparatory students, was indicated soon afterward. Although the statistics

for 1819 and 1820 do not exist, figures for the ensuing six yearé are as

follows: 56
Undergraduates Preparatory
182122 108 72
1822-23 138 62
1823-24 121 51
182425 124 27
182526 : 107 27
182627 92 45

out the great progress and success of Transgylvania University. See espe-
cially 15 (October 24, 1818), 132-33; 21 (December 15, 1821), 253; 23 (Feb-
ruary 15, 1823), 375-78; 24 (July 26, 1823), 336; 24 (August 9, 1823), 368;
28 (August 6, 1825), 368; 29 (October 15, 1825), 97; 29 (December 10, 18255,
230; 29 (January 21, 1826), 326; 30 (March 18, 1826), 39; and 30 (July 22,
1826), 366.

53 Journal of the Senate, 34th Assembly (November 7, 1825 - December
21, 1825), pp. lh5=hb.

5h Letter to the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania
University, dated December 19, 1818, from Robert H. Bishop, published in

Robert Peter and Johanna Peter, Transylvania University, op. ¢it., pp. 112-
13.

55 Kentucky Reporter, 12 (March 24, 1819), 3.
56 Catalogue of the Officers, Students and Graduates of the
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Causes for a decline after 1822 are the subject of a later dlscussion,
but one brief explanation is included at this point. Out-of-state students
were attracted to Kentucky, for one reason, because of the inflated con=-
dition of Kentucky's currency. This same reason caused Kentucky families
to keep their sons within the state, An assertion has frequently been
made that Transylvania's enrollment exceeded that of Harvard or Yale at
times during Holley's presidency. This assertion is based upon the total
number of students (including students in the preparatory classes), which

ranged from 387 to 418 during the years, 1821-1826, and is true with that
qualifieation,

Holley's Liberal Religious Instruction

Since Holley's religious teachings became the object of the great
body of the assaults launched by the Presbyterian clergy and their allies
(the other orthodox sectarians of Kentucky), an outline of the sﬁructure
of his liberal religious viewpoint and the content of his religious in-
struction to Transylvania students (and their parents) will aid in de-
fining the issues over which a great intellectual struggle took place.
This struggle, most of which expended itself during the years, 1823-1828,
but which had commenced in 1780, and had risen to very hostile propore
tions in the years, 1794~1796, flared up again in 1816, when a reorgani-

zation of the university was threatened by the state legislature. When

Transylvania University, January, 1827, pp. 14-15. Lexington: The Univer—
81Ty, January, 1B827e
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Holley was elected president in 1817, and a reorganization was actually
executed by the legislature, the Presbyterian clergy received a staggering
blow. The immediate reaction of the Presbyterians against the liberal
forces that had wrested the control of Transylvania University from them
was that of confusion, challenge, and antagonism. The liberals' most
vulnerable point lay in the unorthodox religion of Holley, their intel=
lectual leader. The Presbyterians struck at this point, with light

strategic blows at first in 1817, but later, in 1823, with a full offen«

sive,

Early retrenchment of preaching duties.--In addition to his duties
as teacher, administrator, and builder of a university, Hollei preached
in the university chapel and published articles occasionally in the
Western Review. It is difficult to define his religious position from
published sermons or other writings, but from a manuscript eutliné of his
sermons delivered during his first year at Transylvania, and from news-
paper commentaries, a fairly accurate picture of Holley's religion ean
be‘bconstructed. One of the early attacks upon Holley was based upon notes
taken while he was preaching, 57 but he appears to have declined this
activity after one year, with the consent of the trustees, Holley's
enemies stated that he had stopped preaching because of the resulting
ceriticism, 58 But both Holley and the trustees answered that the change

was due to the academic burdens of his office, which at the time were

57 The attack referred to was igh numk ¥
published in two numbers in the Weekl.
Recorder, é (October 6, 1819), 16, 6 (October 13, 1819), 3.

58 see Western Lumin s 1 (March 23, 1825), 7.,
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described as "more than double, in amount, those of the President of any
other similar institutions [ sgic _7 in the United States.® 59 Since the
enrollment was on the increase at this time, there was no cause for alaym

60

over a decline, as was claimed.

Distinctive features of Holley's religion.—Perhaps the most dis-

tinctive feature of Holley's religious position was his positive and
optimistic conception of human nature, and his idea of religious life
as the full realization of all the given potentialities of the indiviw
dual. He stressed the point that man's nature is a whole, involving
sensitive, moral, intellectual, and religious aspects, and that all of
these must be cultivated to ensure happiness here and hereafter. 61
Holley pointed out that man's sensitivity mekes possible all his know=
ledge and enjoyment, and that through it the "material universe is ma&e
to contribute to knowledge, to imagination, to taste, to poetry and
geometry, to genius and the arts, « + « t0 all that is philosophical,
great, and beautiful in nature." 62 Holley wrote that one musﬁ culti-
vate his sensitive nature, and preserve it "active, pure, healthy, moral,"
that he must harmonize with the laws of his mental nature, that his sen—

sations must blend with his thoughts and devotions, and that this is the

59 Western Monitor, 6 (April 9, 1824), 3.

60 Wostern Luminary, 1 (March 23, 1825), 72.

61 "!'The Nature of Man', sermon outline by Horace Holley, undated."
Manuseript. Transylvania College, Lexington.

62 Tpid.
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"true theory of beauty, poetry, and immortality." #"Heaven has this
perfectly,” he stated further, "and is therefore better than the present
state.” 63 He also believed that sensual excesses of all kinds were
abuses of the sensitive nature, and destructive of perfect self-reali-
zation,

Calvinists' reaction to Holley's liberalism.—Holley created resent-
ment among the Calvinists .’Ln two ways. He made open and frequent expres-
sions of his liberal philosophy of life, and opposed vigorously those
positions and conceptions which he referred to as "morose," "bigoted,"
"illiberal," and "contracted.”" Holley made practical demonstrations of
his liberal position by actions which were considered by the Calvinists
as very liberal for a minister of any sect. Holley wrote of one of his
contemporaries in Boston, one of the great pulpit orators of the day,
stating that "He [ Stilliman J is, in nearly all instances, liberal and
fair; and even when he makes some remarks about cards, theatres, and
racés, which may be considered as somewhat too puritanieal fof the age,
or for his own intelligence, he still preserves the benevolent cast of

L] . 6 - (]
hismind o « « &« 5 Again, in writing of the Roman Catholic priests!'

position in regard to the theatre, he said:

We do not think it any recommendation to the Roman Catholic priests

63 Ibid.
64 Thiqg,

. See also "Sermon Outlines by Horace Holley, undated, ope git.,
Pe Ye

65 Western Review, 3 (July, 1819) » 194+ For authorship, see "Horace
Holley to Orville Holley, Dec. 19, 1820, Manuscript. Transylvenia Col-
lege, Lexington, _
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in Canada, that they "do not permit their people to attend theatres"

[ Pe 359 /. We thought that this narrowness and folley had not extended
to this ancient church. It were better to have such nonsense confined

to our rightful fanaties, as it does not appear well among men or churches
of intel%%gence and a just knowledge of the wants and laws of human

nature.

Holley wrote to a friend from Nashville:

At Rochester Springs, there was a good deal of company. We stayed
but one night. Gamesters were there, and we left them at their tables
on Sunday morning. Cowan, one of the trustees of the orthodox college

of Danville, was of the number. This last article is scarce worthy of

being menb%aned again, It would make a noise if it were a sin of Tran-
sylvania,. _

In a letter to the same friend, Holley wrote from New Orleans:

The Orleans Theatre is a fine establishment, and is splendidly
managed o o o o

I visited Mrs. Kraft yesterday, and found her as pretty as ever,
though she is not in very good health. There are as fine complexions
here as anywhere at the North. I have seen remarkable women in the

streetss The mixed breeds 256 often extremely well formed, and are
said to have fine talents.

Social affairs, shown in part above, were an important aspect of
Holley's life. His salary at Transylvania was sufficient to provide
him a comfortable home, which became a center of social activity in
Lexington, With his talented wife, he entertained many of the outstand-
ing personalities of his time. President Monroe, General Jackson, and

Henry Clay, his staunch supporter, was a frequent visitor. 69 While

66 Inid., p. 230.

67 "Horace Holley to John Roche, Nashville, Aug., 9, 1823." Manu—
script. Transylvania College, Lexington.

68 “Horace Holley to John Roche, New Orleans, May 26, 1827." Manu-
script. Transylvania College, Lexington.

69 Kentucky Reporter, 10 (May 23, 1825), 1.

Jo Bennett Nolan, Lafayette in America Day by Day, p. 116,
Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1934.
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entertaining the genteel families of Lexington and the professors of
the university, he also opened his home to those students whose talents
he wished to encourage. He was always a central figure in any social
group, and was an excellent conversationalist. 7 Holley attempted to
cultivate the social abilities of the students and to raise the tone of
social life. He offered courses in manners to his students, and to others
who wished to attend. n Another innovations(his permissionk for the
students to introduce their lady friends to his classes) was probably
motivated by a desire to increase the social consciousness of the stu-
dents. 72 In so far as the circumstances pemitted, Holley taught the
students the Mair and polish® of gentlemen. & However, his enemies
could point to this activity as a ministerial and preceptorial sanction
to “the fé.shionable vices." |

Holley's acceptance by liberals.—In general, Holley's liberal re-
ligious ideas were accepted in Lexington and in Kentucky after he made
his home there, largely because the liberal element in Kentucky was domi-
nant in the intellectual affairs of the state. This fact was clearly
indicated by the favorable response his views received, and by the alert-
ness with which he was supported when attacked. The press was enthugi-

astic in its review of one of his first Kentucky sermons, that delivered

70 Draper 17CC54-55. Statement of John Roche. Manuscript. Wise
consin State Historical Society, Madison.

Charles Caldwell, o . . Rev. Horace Holley, IL.D., pp. 218-20 of
Appendix,

71 Charles Caldwell, . . . Rev. Horace Holley, LL.D., pp. 68-69,
72 Western Monitor, 4 (December 2, 1823), 4.

73 Charles Caldwell, . . . Rev. Horace Holley, LL.D., p. 68.
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' . 4
on the first Sunday in 1819 in the House of Representatives in Frankfort.
A writer for the Commentator introduced his subject, stating: ®A descrip-
tion of the pure and chaste eloquence or of the profound and powerful rea-

soning of this most extraordinary orator will not be attempted." &

How-
ever, the writer expressed clearly the essence of Holley's natural reli-
gion, |

He commenced with an explanation of the distinection between natural
religion and the evidences derived from authority. In this exordium it
was shown that however we may be confimed by different writers, at dif-
ferent times, and under different circumstances, there was an evidence
equally conclusive, of the truth, reality, and necessity of the Chris-

tian religion, "marked on the system of nature by 'bt}g pencil of light,"e
and this evidence is level to the capacity of all,

A writer for the Commentator in an issue a week later stated that
Holley had the approval éf the Christian community, and that he had none
of the peculiarities of the Arians or the Socimians. 77 This writer
pointed out that those Christians who have been thought the most general-
1y correct, and who have had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with
Reve. Holley, have "very generally bestowed their approbation." Holley
preached the power, goodness, and mercy of God, as manifested in the
flesh—he adopted no sectarian peculiarities—-but extended the right hand

of fellowship to all true Christians, He took a catholic viewpoint upon -

Th Commentator, 4 (January 8, 1819), 3.

Kentucky Reporter, 12 (January 13, 1819), 1, reprinted from the
Argus of Western America.

75 gommentator, 4 (January 8, 1819), 3.
76 Ibid.

77 Commentator, 4 (January 15, 1819), 3. This writer's observations
are of a technical nature and are in error. Holley did hold views simi-
lar to those of Arianism and Socianism,
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all the great points of interest in religion, and was in the opinion of
the writer "orthedox." & Holley was, of course, not orthodox in the
opinions of the Presbyterians.

Presbyterian Clergy's Opposition to Hollqy

The report of the Presbyterian synod's meeting of October, 1818,
stated that Holley was a Socinian, and that there was no well-organized,
well-endowed, and popular college for orthodox Presbyterians in the
United States. The synod thén made plans to establish a new college of
their own at Danville. They petitioned for a charter from the legislature,
and asked for control over the choice of the trustees, the funds, and the
confirmation of professorse They requested also authority to teach the
Bible, church history, and the evidences of Christianity, and later to
establish a theological school in which only sectarian theology was to
be taught. L& When the syhod's report appeared, and the charter was sub-
mitted to the legislature for approval, it was attacked by the liberal
press. An editorial in the Kentucky Gazetie asked whether the legisla~
ture should sacrifice the university, serving liberal Presbyterians,
Baptists, Methodists, and Episcopalians, to the ambition of a single
sect. & The legislature, having recently ousted the Presbyterian

clergy from Transylvania University, proceeded to revise the suggested

78 Tvbid.

79 Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky,
Pe 303. New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847,

80 Kentucky Gezette, 33 (December 9, 1818), 3.
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charter in such a way as to place the projected school under the control
" of the synod. The erection at Danville of Centre College as it was called
was begun without state charter or funds by the Presbyterians, after the
revised charter had been rejected by the Presbyterian synod. 8l
Attacks on Holley through the press.—-The newspaper attack upon
Holley began soon after his settlement in Lexington, but did not emanate
from the Lexington press. Articles and letters published in the Weekly
Recorder (Chillicothe, Chio) were the first to point out differences bew
tween Reve Holley and a typical Presbyterian minister. "Viator" asserted
that Holley was not esteemed orthodox, and was not greeted with pleasure
by the Kentucky clergy on his first visit to the state; that the trustees
were enemies of the Bible and had dishonest motives in electing him, 82
A committee of students answered this accusation, insisting that Holley
was regarded as orthodox, and that he taught ‘orthodox sentiments, In
_July of the same year, just prior to the beginning of the new academie
year, a writer with the signature "A Spectator" accused Holley of Socinian-
ism, and proceeded to give a good example of the type of abuse to which

Holley was exposed several years later.

1. Sabbath evening parties are pretty frequent at Mr, Holley's,
where instrumental music and all kinds of tunes and songs are used for
the entertaimment of the company. Some of our vain young people have
been obliged to leave the parties as too bad for them.

2+ Mr, Holley has in the presence of a class in college, asked a

81 Robert Davidson, op. cit., ppe 303-30k.
82 Weekly Recorder, 4 (February, 1819), 3.
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student, why he did not get his lessons on the Sabbath day, if he had
not time to get them on Saturday. )

30 It is well ascertained, there is no such thing as regular family
worship in the house of Mr. H.

4+ He associates with none but the most irreligious men in Lexingtone

5 The vainest persons speak of him as too irreligious for them. &3

The liberal defense against these accusations consisted largely of
denials, and became a voluminous correspondence in the press. Certain
counter éttacks accused the Presb:}terian clergy of establishing a policy
which included domination over all education. 8l Several writers named
YA Spectator® as Rev. James McChord, who was forced from his pulpit in
November, 1819, 85 Writers defending Holley accused "A Spectator" of
being a "liar" and "calumniator." The Western Monitor accepted a posi-
tion of éaution», advised against ahtagonizing a whole sect by a series

of counter attacks, and tried to explain some of the charges rather than

86

deny them. "Aristides" placed the blame upon the Presbyterian clergy,

83 Weekly Recorder, & (July 30, 1819), 3.

8L See editorial and "Watson," Kentucky Reporter, 12 (August 18
1819), 3 snd 2. ’ . g5

"A Sinner," Kentucky Reporter, 12 (September 1, 1819), 3.

Kentucky Gazette, 34 (August 13, 1819), 3; 34 (August 20, 1819),
2; 3k (August 27, 1815), 3; and 34 (September 29, 1819), 3; "Philo Aris-
tides," 34 (August 27, 1819), 3; and 34 (September 10, 1819), 3.

A reprint from the Boston Galaxy defends Holley against the
Weekly Recorder; see Kentucky Gazette, 34 (October 1, 1819), 3.

85 Robert Davidson, op. git., p. 286,
James McChord, Sermons on Important Subjects, Selected from the

Manuseripts of the Late Rev'd J. McChord, p. 5. Lexington: No publisher

give;a(,a %1822. Sermon II is a refutation of Holley's position. Ibid.,
PPe 37=7.

86 Western Monitor, 5 (Au
and 5 (September 28, 185_9), 3, ’ » 35 5 (August 31, 9), 3;
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and stated that the laity took no part in the attacks. However, public
criticism became so heavy that thve trustees found it expedient to publish
a denial that any "new or extraordinary" doctrines had been preached in
the chapeles &7

uA Spectator” wrote that the Presbyterian clergy were not finding it
difficult to distinguish the doctrinal positions of Holley from their
o, & ‘The same person coinpared some of Holley's viewﬁoints and demon-
strated that they did not exactly follow conventional conceptions of
orthodoxy. He dealt especlally with Holley's ideas on nature and reve—
lation, and criticized these as infidelity, His criticism was not entirely
aceurate, but contained some truthful explanations. Other orthédox eritics
accused Holley of preaching enmity to Christianity, of denying the doc-
trines of the Trinity, the divinity of Christ, and the atonement, and of
teaching universalism, 89 Holley was called upon to make a public state—
ment of his faith, %0 After McChord removed from Lexington, opposition
to Holley in the press was rare, but it was probably continued in other
forms. Rev, James Blythe initiated the publication, Christian Register,
in 1822 and established an editorial policy counter to the views of Holley.
However, this periodical confined itself to a high plane of reporting;

87 Kentucky Reporter, 12 (September 22, 1819), 3.
88 Weekly Recorder, 4 (October 6, 1819), 3; 4 (0 o

89 Kentucky Reporter, 12 (January 13, 1819), 3, "Another of the
People ot

90 commentator, 4 (January 15, 1819), 3, unsigned.
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while refuting Holley's religion, it made indirect attacks against him

by subtle excerpts from Horsley, Stewart, Miller, and others, which in
effect opposed his position. Blythe's publication contains material
indicating that the Presbyterians were unifying and consolijating their
position through the development of Bible and tract societies and of
Sabbath Schools, as well as through its support of ‘education for candi-
dates for the ministry. The Presbyterians awaited until the fall of 1823

to begin their major offensive against Holley.
The Professional Schools, 1818-1823

The medical school was finally established upon a rather permanent
bagis in 1819, However, from the beginning personal controversy and a
lack of anatomical specimens began to retard the progress of this school.
‘The law school was not placed upon any very regular basis until the aca=
demic year, 1820-1821, and it grew rapidly during this period.

Ambitious medical school.-After repeated unsuccessful efforts had

been made to establish a medical school, Holley was sucecessful in guiding

the establishment of one. There appears to have been no student body

. 1
during the academic year, 1818-1819, ? but vpon Holley's arrival, there

. 91 mMinutes of the Transylvania University, Medical Department, Lex-
ington, November 8, 1819," p, 1. The regular minutes of the medical de~
partment begin on November 8, 1819,

Annual Announcement of the Medical Department of Transylvania
University, 1840, p. 23. Lexington: Published by the University, 1840.
The number of students is listed by years in this announcement 3 the first
regular class is that of 1819-1820. From this date, there were continuous

classes until February 3, 1859, See "Record of Matrieulations in the

Medical Department of Transylvania University, L ,
1859," p, 83. , ¥s Lexington, February 8,

Western Monitor, 6 (April 9, 1824), 3,
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was 2 determined effort to establish this department permanently. %2 Hol~
ley and Dr. Charles Caldwell, a physician of Philadelphia who had ambitions
to become a renowned medical educator, had met when Holley visited Kentucky
the first time, and Holley called Caldwell to Lexington in 1819, 3 Holley
and Caldwell, together with other interested parties, made this department
an effective part of the university. Dr. Caldwell made a spectacular trip
to England and France in 1821, b to purchase books to the amount of about
$11,000, The university received $5,000 from the legislature, and $6,0000
from the town of Lexington for this purpose. e In addition, the school
received $3,000 from citizens of Lexington, and a few hundred dollars from
others, to guarantee the salaries of two professors for three yearse. 9%
Holley's energetic administrative ability was responsible for most of these
appropriations and gifts, and the university's growth was stimulated by his
actions 97 However, several years afterward Holley's enemies never would
give him any substantial credit for hié contributions to the medical de-

partment .,

(a) LIBRARY, FACILITIES, ANATOMICAL PROBLEMS,—In addition to Dr.

92 Charles Caldﬁell, Rev, Horace Holley, LL.D., op. cit
o o o . o i e C1lCey Po
200 of Appendix. = dan ’

Western Monitor, 6 (April 9, 1824), 3,

93 Charles Caldwell, Autobiography of Charles Caldwell, with a Pre=

face, Notes, and Appendix, by Harriot W. Warner, pp. 332-33. Philadelphia:
Lippincott, Grambo, and Co., 1855,

9% "Minutes of the Transylvania University, Medical Department, Lex-
ington, February 24, 1821,% p. 4. ' :

95 Journal of the Senate, 34th Assembly (November 7, 1825 - December
21, 1825 s Do lh2.

96 Ibido, Pe 2.
97 catalogue of the Students of the Medical Department of Transylvania
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Caldwell's purchases of medical books in Europe in 1820 for the first

real increment of what was to become one of the most complete medical

98

libraries assembled in America in the ante bellum period, the faculty

of the medical department took other progressive strides. After an act

authorizing a lottery for the purpose of erecting a medical building had

been approved in 1822, 99 plans for a new building were drawn up. 100

The problem of securing sufficient anatomical specimens, which was
to arise several times in the history of the medical department, was dis-
cussed by the medical faculty in October, 1822, when the following reso-

lution was passed:

Whereas the difficulty and expense to which he [ Dr. Dudleyj had
been subjected in former years, in the procurement of bodies for anatomi-
cal purposes: and it appearing from his representations, that most, if
not all those difficulties, resulted from the matriculated students being
allowed to engage in the resurrection of bodies for anatomical purposes:
therefore to allay public excitement on this delicate subject, and to
enable the professor to procure sufficient subjects for all necessary
purposes of instruction in anatomy and surgery . « « « It was resolved,
that each and every student who may become members of his class, shall
pay the sum of five Dollars, in addition to the twenty, the regular
price of his tickets, as a fund to defray the expenses of resurrection
e + ¢ / and _7 no matriculated student shall be piBTitted to engage in
raising subjects for the purposes of dissection.

University, 1856, p. 7. Lexington: The University, 1856, The enroll-~
ment of the medical department was: 1819~20, 37; 1820-21, 93; 1821~22,
138; 1822~23, 1715 1823-2), 200; 1824~25, 23L4; 1825-26, 281; 1826-27,
190; 1827-28, 152; 1828~29, 206.
98 Charles A. Vance s "The Transylvania Medical Library,® Transactions

of the Southern Surgical Association, 123 (April, 1946), 487-48,

. 99 Acts of Kentucky, Second Session of the Thirtieth, and First Ses-
sion of the Thirty-First General Agsembly, pp. 149-51 (Approved December

7, 1822)., Frankfort: Jacob H. Holeman, 1823, This was a plan to raise
a sum not exceeding $25,000.

) 100 miinutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
Lexington, January 23, 1823," p, 9.

101 Ibid., October 25, 1822, Poe 60
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Vigorous legal education.—«In addition to stimulating the academie
and medlcal departments to substantial progress, Holley added a great deal
to the effectiveness of the law department. He delivered two series of
lectures on Blackstone, with the ldea of laying the foundations for the
department, and donated the money he received for them to the nniveraity.mz
Holley was instrumental in establishing the school on a more regular basis,
and was responaiblé for bringing Jesse Bledsoe and William T, Barry te
the law department as professors. Holley substituted for Barry, when the
latter wonf. to Frankfort for two years to. serve as lieutenant governor,
and accepted pay tér but one of these yeas?'s. In 1825-1826 Holley again
took over Judge qudaoe'a duties. 103 ﬁﬁMmta in the law department
were as follows: 1821, 9; 1822, 49; 1823, 44; 1824, 43; 1825, 30; 1825,

no student body. 10k

The state appropria’éed $1,977.49, the tax .on
sales by suction in Lexington, for the law library. 105

Barry and th;lsoe of the law school and Dudley and Caldwell of the
medical .school, in'a long, four—column article defending Holley against
sectarian criticism in 1824, wrote of the latter's contributions to the

legal and medical departments.

‘ 102 g, T+ Barry, Jesse Bledsoe, B. W, Dudley and Charles Caldwell,
N‘rransylvanialﬂnivgisit{i " Kentucky Reporter, 17 (April 5, 1824), 2.
Charles Caldwell, . . o Rev. Horace Holley, IL.D., op. git.
Pe Tl; pPpe 200-201 of Appendix. ’ ’
103 #Po the Senate and House of Representatives for the State of
Kentucky, undated.® Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexington.

104 gcatalogue of the Officers, Students, and Gradustes, of the
Transylvania University, January, 1827, pp. li4=-15. Lexington: The
University, 1827,

105 Journal of the Senate, 34th Assembly (November 7, 1825 « Decem—
ber 21, 1825 s Po lhke
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When invited to the superintendence of its [ the university's_]
interests and destinies, the President found the institution destitute
of arrangements for instruction in Medicine and Law. To these points
his vigilant attention was early directed. Nor was it bestowed upon
them feebly or without effect. The wisdom of his measures, and the
vigour, and perseverance of his exertions in the erection of these two
additional departments are well known and remembered by the citizens of
Lexington. The issue is now witnessed in the existence and flourishing
condition of a school of Medicine, and a school of Law, which are al-
ready, in no ordinary degree useful and honourable to the States of the
West; and which, under an energetic administration, cannot fail to ime
prove with the progress of time. Although the President did not alone
effect the organization of these departments he was the awakening spirit
and the most efficient agent in calling them into being. Without such
an effort as he made on the occasion, years would have continued to pass
away, as they had already done, and these abundigg fountains of profes—

sional knowledge would have remained unopened.

(a) GRADUATION EXERCISES.—At the end of the 1822-23 term the first
public graduation services were held, on February 28, 1823. The exercises
performed on this date are a basis by which the progress made with respect
to scholastic requirements for law graduates can be judged. A public ex~
amihation of the graduating class was made in the presence of the presi-
dent and trustees. Judge Bledsoe delivered a valedictory address on be-
half of the faculty, and Mason Brown delivered an address on behalf of
the graduates. An account of the exercises was reported in the Lexinge

ton Observer and is quoted in detail:

The session of the Law Department in Transylvania University closed
on Friday the 28th of February. On the day preceding, a public exami-
nation of the candidates for degrees was held before the President and
Trustees, to which the citizens were invited. Prof, Barry conducted the

examination upon the Fgderal Constitution, the Civil Law, and the Law of

) 106 w, T, Barry, Jesse Bledsoe, Bs W. Dudley and Charles Caldwell,
¥Transylvania University," Kentucky Reporter, 17 (April 5, 1824), 2.
For a law lecture of this period see Jesse Bledsoce, An Intro-

ductory Lecture on the Study of the Law, Delivered in the Chapel of
Transylvania University on Monday, November A4, 1822, Lexington: Pub-
lished by the Law Class, 1822. Ppes 24
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of Nations. Prof. Bledsoe followed upon Municipal Law. The appearance
of the class was highly honourable to themselves and their instruct.;ors.
Their answers were prompt and clear, and a familiar acquaintance with

the subject was rendered perfectly evident. There was but one.voice
among the spectators, and that was a voice of entire satisfactlone ex~-
pressed with lively pleasure. On the day of the Commencement, which

was held in the Chapel of the University, the services were opened with
prayer by the President. Professor Barry then presented the candidates
to the governors of the institution calling their names in alphabetical
order. The President pronounced a Latin address to the Trustees and to
the candidates and while handing to each a diploma conferred the degree
of Bachelor of Law upon the geventeen gentlemen who examined and recom-
mended. Professor Bledsoe took a public leave of them in an affectionate
and interesting manner, and was followed by Mr. Mason Brown, one of the
class appointed for the purpose, who closed the exercises in a beautiful
and feeling Valedictory Oration. This address was one of the most judie
cious, tasteful, elegant and appropriate that we recollect ever to have
heard. The sentiments were generous and manly, the style neat and flow-
ing, the figures happy, the elocution chaste and forcible, and the affece
tions and sympathies of a high and sacred order.

This department of our University may receive our congratuilations
upon' its successful establishment, and the brilliancy of its first pub~
lic services and honors. Extensive good will be done to the community
by the graduates of this Law School. The character of the bar will be
elevated, and the halls of Legislation will soon feel the salutary in—

fluence of a regular ci%;}se of instruction in the improved principles
of political economy. ~

Sunmary

Horace Holley's liberalism soon supplanted Presbyterian sectarianism
at Transylvania University. It has been shown that Holley's liberal views
were readily accepted by the liberals, and that those who favored the
establishment of a liberal central state university were successful at
lasts Some evidence of the community's dissatisfaction with Holley became
apparent in his early years. His Socinian (especially his opposition to

the Trinity) traits were identified; his liberal attitude toward the

107 Kentucky Reporter, 16 (March 3, 1823), 3.
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Sabbath and other evidences of a liberal religion were noted; and his
affini‘oy for the well-to~do members of the community, his presence at
dances, card parties and the racetrack were noticed; but time was re-
quired for the common and announced disapproval of the community to take
place. Holley did not belong in this Western community, yet strangely
enodgh, he fitted himself gracefully into it for a few years.

The controversy between Presbyterianism and liberalism or secularism
wag allayed somewhat by the Presbyterians' acceptance of their ocusted
fate in a philosophical manner. They began to establish their own deno-
minaticnal institution at Danville., This school, Centre College, was
finally placed into operation in 1824 after six years of planning (1818
to 1824)., After shepherding an acceptable charter through the legise
lature against strong opposition, the Presbyterians evidently felt them~
selves secure enough to initiate an attack against Transylvania Univer-
sity, which would serve as a sounding board for their gri@évances resulting
from their ouster, and at the same time work toward destroying their
strongest competition in the education field. A discussion of the Presby-
terians' attack upon Transylvania follows in the next chapter.

The medical school with Holley's direction and guidance was enlarged
in scope and enrollment. The medical school faculty prepared for its most
successful period, which lay just aheads William Taylor Barry, the nation's
chief political strategist, brought much praise to the law schc:;ol during
his professorship. Holley, himself, who had initially chosen law as a
career and who had studied law seriously in New York City, was an excel-
lent law professor. Unquestionably, Holley's leadership was an important

factor in the forward march of professional ‘education at Transylvania,.
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CHAPTER V
CHALLENGE OF LIBERALISM AND PROFESSIONAL GRONTH, 18231825

This, the second of three chapters devoted to the Holley adminis-
tration, presents the challenge of liberal Transylvania and depicts her

development in the field of professional education from 1823 to 1825,
A National Institution

Upon the‘ death of their chairman, the trustees of the university
arranged for a funeral procession and a funeral oration suitable for the
occasion. 1 Through his generosity, James Morrison, the chairman, had
given a legacy that increased the value of the university by more than
one~third. 2 . The student body had been increased to 386 students, the
university had achieved a national reputation, and students had been

3

attracted from many states. Holley was feted in Cincinnati, when the

Cincinnati College recognized his contributions to education in the Ohio
Valley and conferred upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws in

1823, b The Presbyterians, deposed in 1818, had carefully reviewed the

1 mfinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex=
ington, May 5, 1823,% Vol. III, published in Horace Holley, & Discourse

Occasioned by the Death of Col. James Morrison, ps 3. Lexington: John
Bradford, 1823.

2 nTransylvania University, Niles Weekly Register, 24 (July 26, 1823),
336, This article describes Morrison's endowment.

3 A Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Transylvania Unive
sity, January, 1824, ppe 15-16. Lexington: The University, 1824. There
were 145 students from fourteen states other than Kentucky at Transyl-
vania University, in the session 1823-24.

L Romie D. Judd, The Educational Contributions of Horace Holley, p.
9?. Nashville: George Peabody College for Teachers, 1936,
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current educational scene, and commented upon the inability of the state
university to provide the proper character of education for their sons. 5
kTwo vulnerable points were exposed by which a Presbyterian attack was
made very simple. The theses of the seniors of the class of 1823 had
been published, 6 and Holley's oration commemorating Morrison, heard by
a large audience at the time of its delivery, had been published by the
trustees. 7 Each of these published materials contained controversial
statements about religion, which the Presbyterian clergy stood ready to
use in a press and pamphlet attack on both Holley and the trustees.

"Spectator,” in supperting "Ultor," who had defended the theses and
the university, staﬁed:l "You / Presbyterians_/ must content yourselves
to jog on in life like other folks, suffering all sects to be equal,
allowing each to enjoy like power, and leaving the government of the
university in the impaftial hands that now hold the reins," 8 "Ultor

5 Western Lumina s 2 (February 16, 1825), 64. An official address
of the synod of Kentucky in this publication states: "Our youth who have
been placed within the walls of these institutions for the purpose of
acquiring an education preparatory to the study of theology, have general-
1y been corrupted in their principles and morals, and have declined her
service."” This accusation, however, applied to other colleges as well
as to Transylvania University.

6 These theses were critized largely from the religious angle. See
"Christianity Defended," Western Monitor, 11 (January 2, 6, 16, and 20,
1824), 1, 1, 2, and 3. The theses were defended by "Ultor." See "Tranw
sylvania Theses, No. I, II, III, and IV," Kentucky Reporter, 16 (December

1, 1823), 2; 16 (December 8, 1823), 3; 16 (December 15, 1823), 2; and 16
(December 22, 1823}, 2.

;7 Horace Holley, A Discourse Occasioned by the Death of Col. James
Morrison, Delivered in the Episcopal Church, Lexington, Kemtucky, May 19,
1823, Lexington: John Bradford, 1823, Pp. 27 £210,

8 Kentucky Re orter, 16 (December 8, 1823), 3.
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Inultush continued’ "Jltort's argument by stating that "we have been taught
the principles of a liberal and exalted religion, which hurled not its
anathemes against all who were unfortunate enough not to follow its ten-

ets, but opened a paradise to the good man of every religion." 9 mA True

Kentuckian® asked: "Why is this attack made on Transylvania Univefsi’oy by
a_few Presbyterian Clergymen only, who reside in and about Lexington?*

He continued: "Instead of jealousies and bickerings and discontent ﬁé
should feel graf,eful that we have an institution of which not our own
State only is proud." Although the theses stimulated the press to ex-
tensive action, the enemies of Holley seized upon his "Discourse" on

Morrison for their prime target.

Holley's reverberating oration.—-In his oration commemorating his

patron and friend, Morrigon, Holley again set forth his liberal position.
He spoke of Morrison's belief in freedom of religious opinion, his oppo~
sition to "the artificia.l doctrines of scholastic theology," and his
preference to inquire rather than to argue with those who sought truth
honestly. 10 He referred to Morrison as a "defender of liberality," 1
and emphasized that Morrison was a Christian in his sentiments and prac-
tice, but that he did not consider the peculiarities of any of the sec-
tarian creeds in religion, whether papal or Protestant, ancient or modern,

as necessary, useful, or ornamental to his character. 12 After pointing

9 o Ultor, No. IV," Kentucky Reporter, 17 (February 2, 1824), 2=3.
10 Horace Holley, op. cits, Pe 27 '

11 Mo, pe 19,

12 Ibid., pp. 19-20.
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out Morrison's (and his own) belief that the chief value of truth, liber—
ty, humanity, religion, and immortality depended upon a well directed
education, on a rational and moral formation of character, and on the
illumination and improvement of the mind, 13 Holley stated that it was
well known and acknowledged that the interests of education were among
the most important interests of man and were absolutely the most impor-
tant when education was taken in its extensive sense to include the whole
training of the mind and the entire formation of the character. Lk But
while Holley declared that the study of books did not constitute the
chief, or even the most valuable, part of education, he stated that, in
order for books and experiments to be valuable, they should be tributary
to still higher ends; that they should call forth all the powers of the
students, intellectual and moral, They (books and experiments) should
aid in "the development of every faculty of the immortal soul," should
give them a knowledge of themselves and of others, and of the most valu-
able relations to society, and should "unfold to their minds the laws of
the visible universe with the perfections and designs of its invisible
and adorable creator, and « « . / should / teach them how to be useful,
honourable and happy for time and eternity." 15 Holley introduced a
statement on his own behalf, and assured a critic that he did not in-

culcate the sentiment which required an education for admission into

13 Ibido, PPe 12“130
1L Ibid., ppe 23-24.
15 Ibid., p. 25.
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heaven.
While all outward appearances indicated that the university was in
a prosperous state, criticisms and attacks by the Presbyterian clergy, -
and the failure of the state properly to support the university, were

soon to constitute stumbling blocks to the university's progress.
Preparation for War by the Presbyterians

By the fall of 1823, certain Presbyterian clergymen, realizing that
Holley was making an eminent sueccess of the university, set about to
depose him. The leaders in this plan were Rev. John McFarland, Rev.
Robert Stuart, Rev. Nathan Hall, and Rev. John Breckinridge. Various
pseudonyms were signed to their articles, but many of them have now
been positively identified. "Solon" led the attack with a bitter eriti-
ciem of Holley's discourse on Morrison. 17 month later, Robert Stuart
published "A Citizen," in the Western Citizen of Paris, Kentucky. 18 By
the end of October, Reve. John McFarland, with the support of Stuart and
Hall, had conceived the idea of publishing a pamphlet, The Literary Pame

hleteer, to give greater circulation and to make more effective the

16 Tbid., pp. 26~27.

17 western Monitor, 10 (September 12, 1823), 3; 8 (September 16,

1823), 3, reprinted from the Western Citizeh. He was answered by "Swift,"
Western Monitor, 10 (September 23, 18235 s 2, reprinted from the Kentucky
Reporter. ‘

18 Literary Pamghleteer, Vol, V, pe 5. Robert Davidson identifies

YA Citizen" in his History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky, ppe.
116, 310, New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847.
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articles of "Solon" and "A Citizen," and to bring to bear a sustained
offensive upon the university administration in general. 19 Since the
Lexington press was virtually closed to the Presbyterians, the pamphlet
~publication was a last recourses 20 The article of "Solon" had appeared
in the Western Monitor, but it appears that "A Citizen" was refused pub-

lication in lexington. The Literary Pamphleteer was published in six

numbers, between December, 1823, and March, 182, and was addressed to

"The Citizens and Legislature of Kentucky." 2

Charges of "liberal sectarianism."-~The Presbyterian clergy's attack

on the Holley administration emphasized their adaptation of the Republi-
can philosophy’to the demands of religious sects. 22 Again, this same
group believed that the university was not being administered as the inw
stitution of the people of Kentucky, but that itvwas in the hands of a
minority sect (the Socinian)., Since no religlous sect constituted a ma=-
Jority, they argued, a group of sects, such as the Baptists, Methodists,
Episcopalians, and Presbyterians, which did constitute a numerical majori-

ty and which could unite on a common set of principles, could, within the

19 Literary Pamphleteer, Vol. I, p. 3.

See Western Luminary, 2 (April 20, 1825), 189, for Breckinridge's
early participation,

20 From 1819-1823 the presses of Lexington were virtually closed to
attacks on the university.

2l Robert Davidson, op. git., p. 310. Davidson wrote: "The presses
of Lexington being closed, on the principles of Demetrius the Ephesian, to
everything but panegyric, the Reve. John McFarland, pastor of the Presbytere
ian Church in Paris, twelve miles distant, resolved to issue a periodical
under the title of "The Literary Pamphleteer,"” for the purpose of exposing
the mal-administration of affairs in the State University." Ibid., p. 310.

22 Literary Pamphleteer, Vol. I, p. 6.
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meaning of the state and Federal Constitutions, administer the university
and the character of £he course in moral philosophy or natural law. 23
They believed that ailiberal education must embrace a course in moral
philosophy or natural law, "which necessarily included the general prin-
ciples of Theology and always will be formed according to some precon-
ceived theory." 2h They accused one sect of administering Transylvania
University, and stated that it "is outraging the principles of the social
cémpact, and ought not to be borne by the people." 25

Accusations against Holley's Unitarianism.—-Two preliminary attacks

were then aimed at Holley, that of "Solon," which castigated Holley as
the author of a discourse on Morrison, and the Narrative of Religion,

which was an attack upon the moral;ty and religion of Lexington, Frank-
fort, and Lancaster. "Solon" intimated that Holley was a theological
coward who dared not publish his opinions except behind the immunities

of a funeral sermon, and with the protection of the name of Henry Clay. 26

23 Actually these combined sects did mot comprise a majority; in fact,
Bishop gave the following statistics at this time: Baptists, 21,680;
Methodists, 20,850; Presbyterians, 2,700; Cumberland Presbyterians, 1,000;
and others, 500, totalling 46,730, in a total population of 564,317; and
in a population above ten years of age of 327,137, Robert Bishop, A

History of the Church in Kentucky for Forty Years, pe. 307. Lexington:
Thomas T. Skillman, 1824, 3

2k Literary Pamphleteer, Vol. I, p. 6.

For an explanation of how the Presbyterians exerted a strong ine
fluence in all affairs of importance in Kentucky, see Robert Davidsen,
op. cit. |

25 For a picture of the strong influence exerted by the Presbyterian
Church in establishing colleges in Kentucky and in other states, see

Donald B. Tewksbury, The Founding of American Colleges and Universities
before the Civil War, op. cit.

26 4 letter from Henry Clay to Horace Holley, dated June, 1823, Ash-
land (Lexington, Kentucky), was published along with the discourse on
Morrison, as an appendix. See Horace Holley, op. cit., pp. 33-34.
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ngolont's most effective point was his interpretation of Holley's state—
ment that Jefferson's "establishment, completion, and endowment of her
A Virginia's_/ State University," illusﬁrated "an effectual honourable
preparation for eternity." He construed this statement in such a way
that it became the grounds for the oft-repeated thought that Holley be-
lieved in ranks in heaven, which depend upon those on earth and discrimi-
nate against the poor and the ignorant. 27 The other early action taken
against the university by the Presbyterians was an indirect step but im=
portants They took steps to bring Centre College under the control of
the synod proper, and to obtain a satisfactory charter from the legisla-
ture. John McFarland, Nathan H. Hall, and Robert Stuart were among the

nine trustees chosen to take this action, % The Narrative of Religion,

although receiving a large response in letters and editorials of remon-

strance, was not effective for the purpose intended and aroused a general

disgust in Lexingtoen. 29

Fatal sting of The Literary Pamphleteer.—With the publication of

the first number of The Lite;'_a_xw Pamphleteer in December, 1823, there

began a concerted attack on the university‘from the Presbyterian clergy.

The plan of the series of pamphlets, obviocusly, was to publish charges,

27 Western Monitor, 10 (September 16, 1823), 3, reprinted from the
Western Citizen. :

28 Robert Davidson, op. cit., p. 309.

29 Western Monitor, 10 (November 4y 1823), 3; and 10 (November 7,

1823), 3, under signature "Amicus"; see also Western Monitor, 10 (Octo~
ber 21, 1823), 2; 10 (October 28, 1823), 3; 10 (November 4, 1823), 3;
and 10 (November 14, 1823), 3.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



136
support them in subsequent numbers with evidence, and dispose of all the
answers., Since all the basic charges against Holley were included in
Reve Robert Stuart's article signed "A Citizen," 30 and since this was
the strongest ’a’ct.ack against Holley, an enumeration of these charges is
listed with some explanations "A Citizen" made his charges under two
captions, the external and the internal concerns of the university.
Under external concerns, he stated that the old trustees had been il-
legally deposed, and by this act the Presbyterians had been deprived of
$7,662.33, which he said had been contributed by the Kentucky Academy
to Transylvania. >~ "A Citizen" further stated that Holley's slection
in 1817 had been to the great dissatisfaction of perhaps a large majori-
ty of the citizens of Kentucky; charged misappropriation of funds; pointed
to a high rate of tuition, sixty dollars per year, that excluded poor
boys; objected to "excessive salaries;" and called for a legislative in-
vestigation. He also asked that peports of enrollment be broken down by
departments, stating that the catalogue expressed these figures in total
numbers, including preparatory students and professional students. Ex-
cluding these figures, he said that the college enrollment was probably
about eighty or ninety.

With regard to the internal concerns of the university, he charged

~that the trustees appointed in 1818 were selected by a kind of religious

30 Literary Pamphleteer, Vol. I, pp. $-16.
31 1hid., p. 10,
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test, under which men were chosen who professed religion in no form and
who uniformly "stood aloof from all the religious institutions of our
country, and whose genefal character was that of hostility against
chrigtianity." 32 In attacking Holley's religious and moral character,
he questioned: "Will you pay the President of a university to laugh
and brow-beat your sons out of the little religion which they may pos-
sess?" He said further: "Ask . . . the sober and religious students
who ﬁave sat under his lectures, . « + They can tell you, that though
a professed minister of the Gospel, his principles differ little from
those of gross infidelity . . « % From a practieal point of view, he
questioned Holley's character as an example to youth, stating that Holm
ley frequented the theatre, the ball rooms, the card tables, "and all
those places to which the vain and dissipated resort, and is their warm
advocate." By both precept and example, Holley was said to be well
qualified to lead youth "in the way of the destroyer.m 33 In his con-
clusion, "A Citizen" asserted that the plan of education at the univer—
sity was defective, and that all interested citizens should weigh his

charges and, if finding them correct, should petition for legislative
relief.

Serious Charges against the University

The reception in Lexington of the first issue of The Literary ‘i~

. v 4T

32 Ibido, Po 130
33 Ibido, Ps 15,
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Pamphleteer evoked numerous answers to the charges against the university.
A few of the most important responses to "A Citizen" (from the Literary
Pamphleteer) will be considered. "Obssrver" answered the charge that the
old trustees were deposed illegallj, stating that by law the colleges
endowed wholly or in part by the state were under the control and manage-
ment of the legislatures 34 N

Pressure arising from the original publication of "A Citizen" pro-
bably led to the legislature's establishment of a committee to investiw
gate the affairs of the university, when it convened in the latter part
of 1823. “3 5 A petition of the trustees requesting an additional tax on
billiard tables, gnd‘to prohibit horse racing within ten miles of Lex-
ington? 36 resulted in considerable debate, and substantiated the fact
that charges made against the university contributed toward forcing the
investigation. 37 While the outcomes of the investigation did not result
in charges of mismanagement, the committee was not entirely satisfied
from the standpoint of finances., The committee of investigation stated
that the trustees had acted to promote the welfare and advancement of the
university, and had performed thelr duties at great personal cost and

without compensation. 38

34 Kentueky Reporter, 17 (March 22, 1824), 3.

35 Journsl of the House of Representatives, 32nd Assembly (Novem-
ber 3, 1823 - January 8, 1824), November 29, 1823, p. 221,

36 Ibid,, November 8, 1823, p. 86.

37 Westorn Monitor, 10 (December 5, 1823), 3. Mr. Oglesby stated
that it was useless to try to restrain the students from gaming, whem the
_President set them an example, and continued in that vein. Mr. Wick-
liffe, of the board, urged the passage of the bill, and it passed.

38 "Report of the Committee of the Legislature on Transylvania Uni-
versity," Kentucky Reporter, 17 (January 18, 1824), 3.
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Financial carelessness.~The charge that the trustees had not kept
the accounts with sufficient care was denied. "A Citizen" stated that
the old trustees had "paid on account of the new building $18,650, and
owed no debts;" this was contradicted by the committee's report that
the old board had contracted for the large and elegant new building,
now occupied by the institution, which was nearly completed, and they
had paid on account thereof $18,681.89, so that there weré debts upon
the contraets of the old board for this $13,000, and also to the Bank
of Kentucky and to individuals upon other contracts made by the old board
to amount of $1,846.11." 37 While the statement of "A Citizen" that the
old board délivered to the new board in interest-beai-ing notes and in
cash $14,958 and in stock $23,400 was true, the committee's report ex-
plained: "Thus the new board may literall& be said to be in debt from
their commencement, it was almost their first act, to borrow‘mOney from
the Banks, to discharge these debts and to procure competent instructors,
and organize the institution, so as to make it respectable and useful,." k0
Charges of mismanagement of funds against the trustees were repeated
several times in the following years, but never proved. Dr. James Fish-

back testified that there was no mismanagement during his trusteeship

39 Ibid.
LO 134,

See Western Monitor, 10 (February 6, 1824) s 3+ The editor compares
tk.le charges of "A Citizen" and the Report of the legislature., See also
Literary Pamphleteer, Vol. VI, pps. 2~7, for a hostile account of the report.
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from December, 1821, to 1824. bl When General John M. McCalla was
questioned by a legislative cammittee established at the request of
Governor Desha to investigate charges of mismanagement, he could not
justify his charges. The trustees defended themselves effectively by
stating that the town of Lexington appropriated $6,000, the late Col.
James Morrison, $50,000 (possibly as much as $70,000), and other sub-
scriptions of upwards of $11,000, h2 The committee reached a satis-

factory conclusion.

Your ccmmittee find the report of the trustees of that institution
erransylvania Universitx;7 a correct expose of its situation and means,
They have investigated the conduct of the trustees in its management, L
and believe that they have acted with a view to promote its prosper:i.‘by.'3

Undulz high salaries.—~A charge in the Literary Pamphleteer stated
‘that the Refectory was operated for the benefit of Holley to some extent,
that Holley was given traveling and other expenses which gave him a total
annual salary amounting to at least $6,000 currency or $3,000 specie, and
that Holley was liberal and extravagant towards the theatre, ball room,

lotteries, etc., but that he and his family never contributed a cent to

any charitable institution. b The trustee's reports of 1823 L5 and 1825“6

hl'Westegp Monitor, 9 (February 2, 18255, 3e

42 7o the Senate and House of Representatives for the State of Ken-

tucky, December 31, 1827." Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexington.
Also in Senate Journal, 1827-28,

L3 Journal of the House of Representatives, 36th Assembly (Decem—
ber 3, 1827 - February 13, 1828), January 23, 1828, p. 254.

bh Literary Pamphleteer, Vol. I, p. 16.

k5 Western Monitor, 11 (January 16, 1824), 3.

46 Journal of the Senate, 34th Assembly (November 7, 1825 - Decem—
ber 21, 1825), November 26, 1825, p. 149,
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stated that Holley's salary was $3,000 per annum in currency, with a
perquisite of $5 for signing diplomas of the undergraduates. A report
dated April 17, 1823, stated that the refectory should be given to him
to compensate for the disadvantages resulting in being paid in cur-
rency. L7 In regard to the refectory, three distinct, unsuccessful, and
costly efforts had been made to operate it for the students. 48 Holley
received pay for one out of three courses of lectures to the law depart-
ment, and his opponents counted this, in some instances, as part of the
alleged $6,000 per anmum. The trustees emphasized the fact, in 1825,
that it was impossible to get a man of comparable ability to fill Holley's
place for less than he was receiving, and that other men in similar po- |
sitions were getting more. Futhermore, they pointed out that none of
the Presbyterians elected before Holley was willing to accept the presie-
dency at $2,250. 49 Holley's enemies never gave the ‘details of the per—
quisites which brought his salary to $6,000 currency per annum, but con=
tented themselves with saying that a "gentleman acquainted with the sub-
ject" had told them this. 20

Quality of edﬁcation.-—ln charging that the quality of education
given at Transylvania was poor, "A Citizen" pointed out that Dr. Charles

Caldwell's remarks on phrenolbgy were among "many foolish and ridiculous

47 Ibid., November 26, 1825, p. 155.
48 Ipid., November 22, 1825, p. Lik.
49 Ibid., November 26, 1825, pp. 145-47.
50 Literary Pamphleteer, Vol. VI, p. 15,
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things taught." Besides this, such charges against professors other than
Holley were never pressed. There were comments upon the teaching of mathe-
matics and languages, but Holley was the first to call for improvement in
these subjects. o1 Many defenders of the university, however, stressed
the high level of academic achievement in Holley's classes, as indicated
by the course he gave and the responses of his students in the public ex~
amination, "A Citizen's" charge that there were only eighty to ninety

students in the academic department was false.

Defense of Holley by his students.—The allegations of "A Citizen"
on the subject of Holley's religious instruetion were a serious blow to
both Holley and the university. Articles writ.ten by the Senior Class of

1824, 52 and by a group composed of graduates of 1821, 1822, and 1823, >3

51 ngorace Holley's 'Introductory Law Lecture,' November 8, 1823,"
Pe 4o Manuseript. Mrs. Benjamin Gratz Crosby, Woodford County, Ken-
tucky. Typewritten copy in Transylvania College, Lexington.

52 Public Advertiser, 3 (January 7, 1824), 3. dJohn Bradford, the
editor, spoke of "A Citizen's" article when he published this article.
He wrote: "The calumnies thus promulgated have, however, been repulsed,
in a very satisfactory manner, by the Senior Class in the University,
whose appeal to the public will be found in our paper today." The Senior
Class committee consisted of Algernon S, Taul, W. P. Churchill, P, B,
Hockaday, Isham R. Trotter, and James W, Booth. See also "A Senior,"
Kentucky Reporter, 17 (February 9, 1824), 3, and Robert Semple, Western
Luminary, 1 iMay 25, 1825), 673. The latter states that Holley has a
good character and offers good instruction in morals, and so forth, but
denies that he has "vital Christianity." "One of the Committee," Western

Monitor, 11 (Pebruary 13, 1824), 3, effectively refutes "Philalethia's®

charges of improper publication by the students s Western Monitor, 11
(January 30, 1824), 3.

53 Western Monitor, 11 (January 30, 182), 3. The graduates were:
1821, Charles S. Bibb, Edward B. Bibb, Chas. J, Cummens, R. A. Curd,

Jephtha Ds Garrard, George Owings, Thomas Paine Taul, J. We Tibbatts;
1822, H. I, Bodley, Wm. S. Bodley, Elias F. Briggs, John Daniel, W. B.
Ferguson, J. O. Harrison, James Jameson, P. W, January, Orville B, Mar
tin, Dabney C. Overton, Jas. Taylor, Jr.,, Clifton R. Thomson; 1823, John
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were published, denying these charges. It is to be observed that no
similar articles were published that set forth the Presbyterian position.
‘The geniors wrote that Holley had "never attempted to inculcate in us
any moral or religious principles other than those, which (as we have
been taught from infancy) accord with the will of God, as revealed to
us in the sacred scriptures." They denied that the president sneered
at any particular sect or denomination of Christians, but agreed with him
that "bigotry, wherever it may bé found, whether among Baptists, Metho-
dists, Presbyterians or Episcopalians, should always be discontenanced."
They denied that Holley h’ad degraded the Saviour, had "jested" on the
sacred scriptures, or that he had related profane anecdotes. They said
that, although he had "always encouraged, and particularly enjoined it
upon himself," he was never found in the recitation room, "presenting
himself in the attiﬁude of a sovereign, or ruler, but as it were, one of
ourselves, recommending freedom of thought, and at all times permitting

any individual to offer such views on any subject, as might seem most

breasonablo to each.n ok

The graduates wrote that they did not wish to attack the Presby=~
terians as a group, since some of the students had been educated in that
church and highly respected the members as a society, but that they

desired to answer the authors of ?p_e Literary Pamphleteer. Z The

graduates wrote that, despite allegations by the "Citizen" to the

F. Anderson, M. C. Johnson, Henry J. Peck, John D Taylor, Wm. Craig, Wm.
Hawkins., '

5k Public Advertiser, 3 (January 7, 1824), 3.
55 Western Monitor, 11 (January 30, 1824), 3.
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contrary, they had always felt "the warmest veneration for religion,*
and that they were taught by the president "to cultivate and cherish
that feeling." The students asserted that they had not been taught the
croed of sectarianism, Mas those holy writers, in the enthusiasm of their
piety seem so ardently to desire," nor the "dogmas of any particulaf
church,” but that they had been taught "the principles of a liberal and
exalted religion, which hurled not its anathemas against all who were
unfortunate encugh not to follow its tenets, but opened a paradise to
the good man of every country, and of every religion," 56

The graduates answered "A Citizen's" demand as to what religious
opinions Holley maintained by stating that, although the president ex~
pressed his sentiments on religion with freedom sand boldness, and differ-
ed in his opinions from the citizen's confession of faith, it did not
follow that he had no religion at all, or that he was an infidel and a
corrupter of the doctrines of the Bible. "A Graduate of 1821" said that
he did not believe the president was eitﬁef an infidel or a sceptic and
that during the three years of his schooling had not heard the president
say anything that would be objectionable to any liberal and enlightened
Christian. 57 In considering ™A Citizen's" derogatory statement concern-

ing morality of Holley and the students, ‘the graduates admitted that

Holley attended the theater and the ballroom, but denied that he played
58 |

cards. After atating that Holley's conduet at the theatre and the

56 Public Advertlser, 3 (January 7, 1824), 3.

57 Western Monitor, 11 (March 5, 1824), 3.
58 Western Monitor, 11 (January 30, 1824), 3.
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ball room had been uniformly that of dignity and decorum, they maintained
that the students at Transylvania University were no more extravagent,
profane, and dissipated than the same number of students in other col-
leges, and that a candid public would agree with them on this point.
Other Presbyterian attacks.—In addition to the charges by The

Literary Pamphleteer, some attacks were in answer to friendly explana-

tory articles, A series of four articles signed "Ultor" attempted to
defend the orthodoxy of the theses of 1823. 59 Articles signed by
"Ultor—Inultust 60 and "Christianity Defended" 61 soon proved ‘that
"Jltor" had failed. The articles attacking "Ultor" showed that the
theses were "infidel," in that the claim to eciuality between natural
and revealed religion made impossible knowledge of the atonement, which

was not to be derived from nature; and the theses implied that salvation

was possible without the aid of Christ, 62

Every device was used by the Presbyterians to destroy the Holley
administration., They preached againsb him; 63 they conversed against

him; 64 they even infiltrated into his home to learn facts which could

59 Kentucky Reporter, 16 (December 1, 8, 15, 22, 1823), 2, 3, 2, 2.
60 Kentucky Reporter, 17 (January 2, 1824), 2-3.

61 Western Monitor, 11 (January 2, 6, 16, 20, 1824), 2, 2, 3, ke
62 "ltor® was consistently attributed to Holley by his enemies,

63 Kentucky Whig, 4 (February 9, 1826), 3; Kentucky Gazette, 40
(June 3, 1824), 3.

6L Western Luminary, 2 (April 20, 1825), 648,
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be used against him. 65 In order to give the impression of widespread
opposition, a single writer appeared under several pseudonyms. MSpecta~
- tor," "Judas Hockadash," "Philo-Solon," and "Fair Play" were used by

Nathan H. Hall, and he was accused of using others. 66 Even the pseudo-
nyms were designed to indicate hostility. "A True Kentuckian" asserted
that he could prove that a Presbyterian minister had asked a Methodist
minister to stand by an article signed "A Methodist," although not being
its author.

Some strong défenses of Holley's administration were written by his
friends., Although less active than his assailants, they were more truth-
ful -and showed less fanaticism. Professors Barry, Bledsoe, Dudley, and

68
Caldwell, 67 and "Melanchthon," issued the most important defenses.

65 Charles Caldwell, A Discourse of the Genius and Character of the

Rev, Horace Holley, LL.Ds, pp. 218-20 of Appendix. Boston: Hilliard,
Gray, Little, and Wilkins, 1828,

66 Argus of Western America, 17 (March 3, 1824) s be
67 Charles Caldwell, A Discourse on the Genius and Character of the

Rev, Horace Holley, LL.D., Op. cit., PP. 175-76; Kentucky Reporter, 17
(April 5, 182L), 3; Westemn Monitor, 11 (April 9, 1824). This article
was widely reprinted as an excellent defense. The Weekly Messenger,
Russellville, April 24, 1824, reprinted from the Commentator with
favorable editorial comment. This article also appeared as a pamphlet.
President Holley and Infidelity, Intended as a Refutation of a Publi-
cation in the Kentucky Reporter, of April 5, 1824. With the Signatures
of W. T, Barry, Late Professor of Civil Law; Jesse Bledsoe, Professor

of Common and Statute Law; B, W. Dudley, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and
Surgery; Ch. Caldwell, M.D., Professor of Medicine and Clinical Practice.
By W. T. Daniel, Lieutenant Governor, and Late Professor of Natural Law;
Jesse Shadrack, Circuit Judge, and Professor of Ecclesiastical Law and
Church History; B. W. Midrash, Professor of Natural and Revealed Theology;
Ch. Abednego, Professor of Sacred Languages and Oriental Literature. Lexw
ington: Published by the Authors, 1824 Pp. 36, This pamphlet was

largely concerned with questioning the authority and disinterestedness of
the authors.

68 Kentucky Reporter, 17 (June 28, July 5, 12, 19, August 2, 9, 15,
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The professors stated that Holley did not oppose "sound Christianity,"
and that his moral examble was worthy of imitation. They pointed eut’
his remarkable success as an administrator and menmtioned his eminent
qualities as a teacher, "Melanchthon," in seven numbers, presented an
excellent | and rational presentation of liberal Christianity and of liber-
al education. Other articles were very clever in treating figuratively
the Presbytérian attack upon Holley and the University. 69

A writtenddefense by Holley, regardless of its merit, would have

been ineffective in stopping the Presbyterian atté.ck. Actually, the
Presbyterians were not attacking Holley as an individual, but were in-
tent in their desire to destroy the competing philosophy of which he was
the head, Holley had learned soon after settling in Lexington that his

publications might serve his enemies better than his friends, since the

18%), 3, 3: 3: 3: 3) 3) 2,

Some satirical pieces, professing to be written by friends of
Holley, and ridiculing his thoughts as interpreted and distorted by the
Presbyterians, were published. See the pamphlet, Extracts from a Uni-

tarian Catechism Revised, Amended, and Considerablz Enlarged from a late
Bwn Edition, and Especially Intended for the Instruction of Those Who
Wish to Purify the Morals, and Exalt the Literary Rank of Colleges,
Christianity, Etc. Elutheropolis. Printed and Sold at the Sign of Liber-
ty Strangling Bigotry, 1824L. Pp. 32. See also "An Observer," Argus of
Western America, 17 (May 9, 182L), 3.

Many articles appeared which restated points made in The Literary
Pamphleteer and which brought the conflict up to date., See Kentue
Gazette, 40 (April 8, 1824), 3; Argus of Wgstern America, 17 (March 17,
24, 31; May 5, 9, 1824), 3, 2, 3, 3, 3. Iwo Letters Addressed to Horace

.Holley, I1L.D., President of Transylvania University, , by Omega. Lexing—
ton: William Tanner, Printer, 1824. Ppes 45,

69 x Kentucky Reporter, 17 (May 3, 1824), 3. This article is signed
"Zesner" and is entitled "Natural History, the Upas, or Poison Tree of
Java."
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. . . 70
unscrupulous could distort any printed word to win their selfish ends.
Holley had been advised to publish discreetly. n While the identity of
Holley's defenders camnot be definitely established, certainly Professor
John Roche wrote in his defense, 72 Typical of several diary entries

of Roche about the Presbyterians is this:

The Presbyterian system puts me in mind of a Camera Obscura, for they
see everything inverted and distorted, and exhibit themselves in the same
way. When they smile on you, they mean to deceive; when they shake your -
hand, apprehend treachery; when they have most appearance of piety, then
some deviltry is brewing. It was thus with Hall during 1823, when his
bell rang daily to pray for conversions in Lexington; and he waa prepar-
ing that attack on the University which ended in his disgrace. 3

While Holley had learned the harm that can come from a distorted
"review"” of a published oration, after presenting his discourse on James
Morrison, he was more aware of the constant calls from his opponents to
publish his views, which he interpreted aé warnings not to publish. How=
ever, the quality of the commencement program in 1825 was of such high
order that it constituted a self-defense. The Reporter editoralized:

We have no hesitation in saying, that we consider this Commencement
among the very best in the institution, and not surpassed by any which

we have witnessed in our oldest seminariese . . o Liberality and moral
dignity pervaded the pieces, and the spirit and tendency of the whole

70 4 published fragment of a speech, given upon the occasion of
President Monroe's visit to the university, was distorted grossly in a

"review." See Western Monitor, 6 (July 6, August 10 and 24, September 7,
1819), 3, 2, 3, 3, 3e

7L Charles Caldwell, , . . Horace Holley, IL.D., op. cit., Ps 225 of
Appendix; Kentucky Reporter, 17 (July 19, 18214) s 3.

72 praper 17CC54~55, 91~96. Manuscript. Wisconsin State Histopri-
cal Society, Madison.

73 Ibido, Pe 93
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were worthy of our free and happy republick. No party politics, no
sectarian divinity, no degrading prejudices, no narrow and slanderous
views of human nature, no flings against the professions or the sex,

no symptoms of habitual suspicion and jealousy, found a place among the
exercisess « « » The testimony which was borne with the greatest sim-
plicity and directness, by several of the alumni to the impartiality,
energy and integrity of the present administration of the University,
deserves the particular attention of the community, and received the
most heartfelt and universal applause. . « « Such fruits do not grow
on the stock of error and corruption. . « « We may observe o « o o
that the remarks made by Tomlinson, Jennings, and Farrar, are pregnant
with significancy and importance in relation to the immediate interest
and reputation of Transylvania, The sentiments of these young men were
followed up by the President in his Vpledictory with a perfect clear and

fearless exposition of the course, instruction and government pursued
in the university.

‘Presbyterian Subterfuge; Trotter Casge

John Pope Trotter, son of Col. George Trotter, who had been killed
in the War of 1812, and nephew of Rev. Nathan H, Hall, joined the senior
class in October, 1823. Trotter displayed several recalcitrant acts
toward President Holley and, upon being reprimanded, submitted a letter
of withdrawal in which he referred to remarks of Holley in class as
"falsehood" and "slander." 7 In consequence of Trotter's action, the
faculty passed‘a'sentence of Mexcision® upon him on December 17, but,
due to his further acts of antagonism, the faculty on December 22 re-

interpreted their action to mean expulsion from the grounds of the uni-

versity for one year. 76

7h Kentucky Reporter, 17 (July 18, 1824), 3.

75 John P. Trotter, A Plain Statement, pp. 3-6, Lexington: Publish-
ed by the Author, 1824.

76 Ibid., pPpe 23=4.
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Trotter and his guardian, Nathan H. Hall, attacked the university
authorities publiecly, the effect of which was to single out Holley as
an Sutocratic adninistrat.or, who, in addition to his abuses of the people's
religious views, treated those who opposed him with great severity. 4y
Public sentiment was aroused when the opposing parties were cited as a
son of # dead hero of Kentucky and an infidel of New England.

A significant resulting issue of the Trotter affair was its defi-
nitive outline of the relationship of Rev. Robert H. Bishop to the re~
mainder of the faculty and to the president. After Trotter's expulsion,
Bishop wrote a letter to him stating that Holley had assumed full responw
sibility for the actlion, but that he, Bishop, regretted the more extreme
step, expulsion, It was st’atéd that Bishop's letter aided Trotter in
gaining admission to Centre College, where the letter had been displayed.
The faculty, after deciding that the letter was improper, investigated
Bishop's action and made the following statement concerning the letter.

/[ His letter / was calculated to prevent the just effect of our gov—
ernment and punishments; to injure the reputation of the Faculty as well
as of the President; and to do harm to the institution in its character
for wisdom, independence, and impartiality, in the administration ef its

laws. The tendency 1s to excite opposition from other students apd froem

the community, and to prevent that rep%tance and retum, which mi@a‘t
otherwise in some cases, be expected.

When Bishop learned that the faculty had presented a report of their
investigation to the trustees, he expressed his resentment and offered

this as one of his reasons for leaving Transylvania a few months later,

77 see Literary Pamphleteer, Vol., IV, pp. 10~1l4; also P

Holley-=Not the Transylvania University, in a Letter to William Gibbes
Hunt, Esq, in Conseguence of the Attacks Made by Him in His "Appeal.®

on: Published in the Western Monitor of this Place, Harch 24,
1824 by Fortheoming, 1824, Pp. 18,

78 "Manuseript.” Transylvania College, Lexingtonm.
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when elected president of Miami University (Ohio). L

New Revolving Plan of Religious Instruetion

In an effort to change the substance of the vast amount of publicity
now being given to the university, a major part of which was adverse, a
new plan of religious instruction was prepared by the faculty, despite
opposition from Professor Bishop. The faculty decided that, although
sectarisn religion should not be introduced in a state university, "it
appears to be the generalﬁ desire and expectation, . « o that the great
doctrines of our common religion, those in which the good and pilous of
all denominations agree, should be taught with the other branches of edu-
eation, if a mode of doing this can be adopted, without opening the door
for polemical and sectarian divinity to enter, and disturb and pervert the
minds of the students, and thus give just oceasion for offence to the
parents and friends." Two trustees, Rev, James Fishback and Rev.
Ge T+ Chapman, drew up a plan involving four Protestant denominations,
in which Baptist, Methodist, Episcopalian, and Presbyterian ministers
would preach in rotation, &1 A plan of the faculty called for a broader
program, allowing all ministers of all sects to preach according to demo~
cratic prineiples, but would invelve the above denominations plus the
Roman Catholic. The faculty plan was adopted, being signed by members

of seven religious dencminations, including the Rev. R. H, Bishop and

Rev., James Fishbaek, 82

79 Western Luminary, 2 (January 12, 1825), 204.

80 Charles Caldwell, , , . Horace Holley, LL.D., op. git., pe 230
of Appendix; Western Monitor, 11 zzpril 9, 182};5 s 3e
tngt 81 Western Monitor, undated clippings. Transylvania College, Lexn
Ohle

82 Charles Caldwell, ., . o Horace Holley, LL.D., Op. cit., pp. 229=
34 of Appendix. ,
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All the denominstions involved supported the plan except the Presby-
terians, whose representative ministers, John Breckinridge and Nathan H,
Hall, refused to participate, remarking that they would not place them-
selves on a ministerial level with Holley or others of his views. Breck-
inridge and Hall continued to oppose this program, stating as one ob-
jection that it would give the public the impression that what had beem
wrong with the university had now been corrected, Holley himself may
‘have spoiled his program by his loss of temper at one of the public ex-
aminations when he told Dr. Fishback, a trustee; that his sermon de-
livered at the chapel "was designed to establish a system of f‘a.lsehtatzwi."83
Again, Holley practiced discussing the chapel sermons in class, where he
could condemn the discourse if he desired, and, in addition, could dis-
credit the speaker if he chose. 84 Fighback resigned his trusteeship and
withdrew from preaching in the chapel., This plan of religiocus instruction
probably did not continue long after this event.

Fighback, who had ériginally opposed Holley's appointment in Ken-
tucky in 1815, 85 again opposed his appearance in the chapel as a preacher
in 1822, when he was a trustee, 86 But Fishback's opposit.ién to natural
religion was strong. In 1822 he inﬁted the madical class to hear

83 Western Monitor, 12 (1825), undated clipping. Transylvania Cole
lege, Lexingtone

84 Tpig.

8 1pig.
8 Thid.
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critical sermons on this subject. 87 Dr. Charles Caldwell attempted to

answer Fishback's objections in an introductory lecture. 88 4 ghback
89

delivered three sermons in response. A lengthly correspondence arose

between the two men. In commenting upon Fishback's constant agitation
againat nmatural religion, arising most fervently at public examinations,
Caldwell wrote privately the following comment:

For some time past you have endeavoured with all your talents,
attaimments, and eloquence, to_shake the confidence of the youth who
repair to it / the university / for education, in the competency of
their instructors with respect to one highly important branch of know=
ledge, I allude, as you must be aware, to the Theology of Natures Your
opinions on this subject you have taken pains to inculcate in the minds
of the pupils; nor have you hesitated to pronounce in their presence all

sentiments‘?%t war with your own, to be egually at war with the Christian
religion.

Final Attack upon the Liberal University

Rev. James Fishback in his various discourses and writings, and Rev.

87 James Fighback, The Substance of A Discourse, in Two Pa De~
livered in the Meeting House of the First Baptist Chu in L
February 3, 1822, To the Class of the Medical School of Transylv
University. Lexington: Published by the Author, 1822,

88 This lecture had been prearrangsd with Dr. Fishback. See Charles
Caldwell, Correspondence betwsen Dr. Charles Caldwell of the Medical
Sehool of Transylvania University, and Dr. James Fishback, Pastor of the
F{L:st ]B-;gzmt Church of Lexington. Lexington: Published by the Univer-
81%Y, X0

Charles Caldwell, An Introductory Address, Intended as a Defense
of the Medical Profession against the Charge of Irreligion and Infidelity,
with Thoughts on the Truth and Importance of Natural Religion, Delivered
November 2, 1824, Lexington: Trangylvania University, 1826,

89

Correspondence between . . . Caldwell , . and . . o Fishback,
OP. g.:l_‘_b_o’ P. 8. * * *

90 Ibide, pe 19.
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John Breckinridge in the Western Luminary, were instrumental in bringing
the attack upon Holley and the university to a climax., Although Fish-
back's opposition to the religion taught in the university was largely
upon a basis peculiar to his own philosophy, 9N he was, nevertheless, a
powerful opponent, aincé he was capable of calling the Baptists of Ken-
tucky to the aid of the Presbyterians in an effort to destroy the iiber-
al philosophy in Kentucky, ecentered around Transylvania University. The
general attack upon Holley began as early as 1815, when he was first
mentioned as a possible candidate for the presidency, and was sustained
until his resignation in 1827. But the concerted violent and vitupera-
tive attack occurfed during the period from October, 1823 to April, 1824,
However, in 1825 Fishback, in snswer to questions raised by William Boon,
wrote 2 series of letters defending his course in regard to Holley and
the university. %2 Breckinridge 93 commented upon these letters in the
Western Luminary. Here, Fishback proposed a reorganization by law of
the board of trustees, which would give an equal representation to the
Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians, and which permitted other de-
nominations a representation proporticnate to their numbers.

Breckinridge summarized the case for reform in Transylvania Univer-

sity. e He stated that Holley did not teach the "religion of the state;j"

91 James Fishback, The Philosophy of the Human Mind, pp. 39-40.
Lexington: Published by the Author, 1813,

92 Western Monitor, undated clippings. Transylvania College, Lex-
ington.

% Western L 2 (March 2, 9, 16, 23, April 6, 13, 1825), L16
421, 463____3% X e ‘317. » 75 106, 23, s 13, ’ ’
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that his morals were such as to set a bad example to the students; and
that the student body in the academic department had declined from a high
of 138 in 1822 to 107 in 1825, because of the general lack of confidence
in Holley. 9 The lighter attack in the next eighteen months repeated
charges previously brought, but no adequate answer appeared. With the
close of the attacks in the Western Monitor in April, 1825, it is possible
to ascertain the success of the Presbyterians in welding together the
Protestant sects against Holley., When Dr. Fishback began to oppose Holley,
the Baptists were virtually won to the Presbyterisns' cause. One writer,
A Baptist," wrote of the need of this sect for the university, as it
neither had nor wished to have an independent college, but he recalled,
too, the Virginia days when the Presbfyierians and the Baptists fought
together agalnst the established Eplscopal church, which again seemed to
be oppressing them in its alleged control of Transylvania, %

The Methodists made no effort to fight the university beside the
Presbyterians. 9 By April, 1825, the Presbyterians and the Baptists had
definitely aligned themselves against the Episcopalians, Fishback did
not give them a place in his plan for a reorganized board, and "A Baptist"

assalled them viclently. The Presbyterians, in the Western Luminary,

% Western Monitor, 12 (February 12, 1825), 3.

95 Western Luminary, 2 (April 6, 13, 1825), 501 and 517.
% Ipid., 2 (April 13, 1825), 517,

97 Kentucky Reporter, 18 (July 18, 1825), 2,
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emphasized new definitions of terms such as "Catholicism" so as to exclude
Jews, Unitarians, and others. % They also began to indiecate renewed
importance of creeds and confessions. i However, even with their
attacks in the pulpit, in the paéers, and in conversation, opponents of
Hélley and the university, including Hall, John Breckinridge, Fighback,
and others, had not gained sufficient power to prevent Robert J. Breckin-
ridge's election to the Kentucky house of representatiies from Fayette
county. 100 Breckinridge made a specific promise not to interfere with
the university, either by a repeal of the charter or by a reorganization
of the board of trustees. 101 Holley's opponents had made the contrel of

the university a political question; they had stigmatized it as infidel

and aristocratic, especially in those more sparsely settled parts of the
state,

Each of the two parties to the controversy found themselves encum-
bered by strange bedfellows as the controversy became more heatede The
Presbyterians, to their astonishment, found the Roman Catholics (whe
opposed Unitarianism) fighting beside them, and Holley, to his surprise

saw Atheists, Infidels, non-~believers, gamblers, and other advocates of

9 western Luminary, 2 (March 9, 16, 1825), 421, 463,
99 1bid.

100 Kentucky Reporter, 18 (July 18, 1825), 2. A letter of Re J.
Breckinridge, written to quiet charges of hostility to the university.

Sinee R+ J. Breckinridge was a brother to John Breckinri his £
relationship constituted a liability, e dge, his family

101 wyinutes of the Medical De
: partment of Transylvania Uni
Lexington, March 19, 1823, p. 11, ¥ versity,
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free-thought aligned in the battle in his behalf,

The Professional Schools, 1823-1825

Holley's influence on the professional schools and theilr connectienA
with a successful academic school was favorable to their expansion and
developments The enrollments and reputations of these schools continued
to grow during this peridad. |

Rapidly growing medical school.—~Enrollments increased to 200 for the
session, 1823-24, and to 234 for the year, 182,-25, the latter being the
largest medical enrollment prior to the year, 1833-3L, when a mark of 262
was reached. 102 There were forty-six and fifty-six graduates for these
two sessions, respectively. The medical faculty proceeded to inecrease
its library facilities by adding subscriptions to fourteen Furopean and
three American medical journals. 103 No change was made in the four
months' course or in tuitien rates during this period. 10k

(a) PIONEER BOTANIC GARDEN.—A legislative act chartering a botanieal

garden was approved in January, 1824, 105 and plans for the garden were

102 4 pnual Announcement of the Medical Department of Transylvania
University, 1840, p. 23. Lexington: The University, 1840,

103 mMinutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
Lexington, March 15, 1825," pp. 15-16.

104 myeqical Department,b Transylvania University," gﬁw
%gg_, 17 (August 16, 1824), 3; 17 (May 21, 1824), 1; 16 (October 20, 1823),

*

105 wAn Act to Establish & Botanical Garden," Acts of Kentucky,
1823-2L, pp. 15-16. Frankfort: Published by the State, 1824. Approved
Janvary s 1824, '
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issued in a publication, Prospectus, By-lLaws and Charter, of the Trangyl-
vania Botanic Garden Company. 106 Constantine S« Rafinesque, Transyl=
vania's renowned botanist, originated the idea of the garden and worked
out the plans for it. 107 The prospéctas announced the advantages te
Lexington, to the Kentucky farmers, te the whole Western country, to
Transylvania University, and to the shareholders. 108 The garden was
to serve as an agricultural experiment station, where experiments were
to be made to ascertain the best mode of cultivating and rendering
beneficial staples; while instruction was to be given on this subject
or any other, calculated to improve the agriculture of Kentucky and the
Western States. 109

The garden was organized "to become a permanent branch of our Uni-
versity; meantime it is to co~operate with it for the instruction of our
youth, and principally of medical Students and young farmers." 1o The
medical plants of North America and Europe were to be grown in the gar-
den, while the sons of farmers were to be given an opportunity to witness
experiments and successful cultivation, and were to receive instruction

on the practical and scientific principles of husbandry and gardening,

106 progpectus, By-Laws and Charter, of the Transylvania Botanic

107 Ibid., ps 15.
108 Ibido, pb. Ledso

109 Ibigo, Pe 20
110 Thide, pe 3
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timbibing thus a taste for an improved cultivation of our bountiful
soil.” m Lectures and practical demonstrations were given on botany,
agriculture, horticulture, domestic economy, and other sciences comnected

. with the cultivation of the soil and improvement of the farmers. Al-
though the garden was planned to be of service to the state's agriculture,
it was not developed very far along that line, but during the incumbency
of Rafinesque was of considerable benefit and interest to the students
in the medical department and those of the regular botany classes. The
garden lapsed after the departure of its prineipal founder. 12

Expanding law school.—The law school reached a high point of effec-
tiveness during this period and, like the medical school, continued to
offer a four months' session annually. Enrollments for these two ses~
sions were forty~four and forty-three students. 13 William Taylor Barry
and Jesse Bledsoe continued as law professors » and President Holley |
lectured occasionslly in this echool. L The fact that both Barry and
Bledsoe were intense "New Court® party enthusiasts placed the law school
in a very vulnerable position in 1826, when the "Old Court® party gained
political control of the state, 15 Both President Holley and Judge

11 1pig.

112 see Ida W. Harrison, Iransylvania Botanie Garden. Lexington:
Published by the author, 1937. Pp. 121.

13 Catalogue of the Officers, Students and Graduates of Transyle-
vania versi Ji Iy, 1824, Pe 17. Lexington: The University, 1824,
11k Kentucky Reporter, 18 (February 28, 1825), 3.

115 The "New Court" and "0ld Court" parties are discussed in more
detail in the next chapters
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Bledsoe addressed the graduating law class of thirteen students in
February, 1825, Holley praised the class: "You and your fellow members
must form a portion of the columns which are to support and adcrm this

edifice, by which its usefulness and permahence must be indicated.® 14

Summary

Tt has been shown that liberal-minded citizens of Kentucky con-
tinued their efforts to build a liberal and central university out of
Tpansylvania, Their efforts may have been too extreme for independent
thinking peoples, because Horace Holley, champion of the liberals, was
neither tactful nor tolerant of the Presbyterians and their allies, who
were largely members of the other Calvinistic denominations. Just as
the liberal party was making great progress in building a university,
which was rapidly gaining a nation-wide reputation, they began to con-
duct themselves in such a way as to alienate completely one of the moaﬁ
influential denaminational groups in the state, the Presbyterians. For,
despite their small numbers, the Presbyterians stood ready to protect
their vested interest: with a scathing fight. Thésrcwested-interest,
higher education in Kenmtucky, was a portentous prize not to be fought for
without planning and forethought of a subtle and strategic nsture. The

116 gentucky Beporter, 18 (February 28, 1825), 3.
See also Horace Holley and Jesse Bledsoe letter to law class of
1825, published in part in Charles Kerr, "Transylvania University's Law
Departnent," Americana, 31 (January, 1927), 33.
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verbal onslaught that struck Holley and the liberals was cold and cal-
culated; it was not the product of untrained minds. The Presbyterians'
evaluation of liberal Transylvania was something approaching that of a.n

" anti-Christisn institution. Hach paerty seemed to be fighting for an
audience from posterity. The party which could gain and hold control of
the only effective college in the state had a great voice in determining
the viewpoints of the next generation. The Presbyterians, not tmmindful
of the possibilities of defeat and what it might mean to their religion,
set about to establish a school in which they could exert full centrol.

The professional schools expanded rapidly during this period and
their quality of instruction was verified by their natiomal reputation.
Trangylvania was still plagued by an insuffieient number of trained
entrants each year due to the lack of development of preparatory schoecls.
A lack of public support was shown by the extreﬁe party division Among
Kentucky's leadership; a lack of financial support was indicated by the
state's withdrawal of support and the insufficient inecome from tuition
fees and other sources, sinece the Morrison fund was earmarked for one
professorship and a new building; operating expenses were difficult to
meet; and a lack of effective leadership was evidenced in the board's
laxity in trying to reach some agreement with the Presbyterians. During
this period promotional work was being completed in the development of
other sectarian schools, which would soon make an inroad om the relative—
1y small number of preparatory school graduates, the latter being so in-
significant that virtually every new college was forced to establish its

~owm preparatory department.
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CHAPTER VI
DECLINE OF LIBERALISM, 1825-1828

This, the third and last chapter devoted to the Holley peried, tells
of the decline of liberalism at Transylvania, 1825-1828, the intellectual
center of the State of Kentucky. While the decline of liberalism brought
about a decline in the university to some extent, other causeb also had
their influence. These were: changing economic, iﬁolit.ical, and social
conditions; insufficient endowment; inadequate preparatory school system
in the state; and Lexington's loss of her important position as a cenmeréial

center.
The State and Transylvania University

Historical background.—~The reorganization of Transylvania Univer-
gity and the election of Holley were made possible by the Republican
party in 1817-18, The decline of the university and its failure as a
gfeat central liberal state university were Hnecdhygély to the failure
of the Republican Party to sustain a paternal attitude toward it. There
were two reasons why this party did not legislate adequate appropriations
for the school. First, the general economic situstion in Kentucky after
1817 was extremely poor and, second, the Republican party became divided
on the current lssues that arose in the state in the years, 1817-28,

During and following the War of 1812, there had been a period of
prosperity, based upon the great demand arising from the war emergency,

162
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inflation, speculation, and eredit buying. 1 The importation of a great
deal of British msnufactured goods in competition with domsstic manufac—
tures, a very inadequate and poorly managed state currency, and many
other related factors 2 caused a cessation of prosperity and a peried
of depression. The poor economic situation soon caused a break between
the debtor and the monied classes. A brief summary of this chain of
events and of thelr effect upon Transylvania University follows.

" Branches of the Bank of the United States were established in Lex-
ington and Louisville in 1817, A sound momey policy was followed, and,
instead of increasing currency, the United States branch banks tended
to displace the currency of other institutions, namely, the Bank of
Kentucky, and té expend specie from the state, without substituting new
currencye. 3 This condition brought about political action of the debtor
classes of the state, who called for legislative relief from their debt
burdens. Answering this call, the legislature of 1817-18 established a
system of forty-six independent banks, with authority to issue money upen

small reserves, which quickly increased inflation as they flooded the

I

state with paper. This measure not only failed to achieve its objective,

but increased the depression and increased debts,. 5 By 1820 the people

1 charles Kerr, Editor, History of Kentucky (by W. E. Connelly and

E. M, Coulter), Vol. II, pp. 593-94. New York: American Historical
Saciety, 19220

2 Ibid., Vol, II, ppe 599=601.
3 Ibid., Vol. II, pe 595.

b Ibid., Vol. II, pp. 601-3,
5 Ibid., Vol, II, pp. 611-12.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



164

of Kentucky were heavily in debt, 6 and the charters of the independent
banks were repealed on Fgbruary 10, 1820, 7

In another effort to legislate economie recover&, the relief legis-
lature introduced replevin laws, which stayed the payment of debts for
one year, if they were endorsed as payable in notes of the Bank of Ken-
tucky, and for two years if not endorsed in this manner, 8 In addition,
the Bank of the Commonwsalth at Frankfort, with twelve branches located
throughout the state, was established. 9  Originally a relief institu-
tion that issued notes considered unsound by orthodox banking practices,
the Bank of the Commonwealth was started toward soundness by 1825, 10
However, another replevin law, passed on December 25, 1820, favored the
Bank of the Commonwealth over the Bank of Kentucky, u and on December 5,
1822, the legislature repesled the charter of the Bank of Kentucky, a
sound bank, and ordered it to close its affairs within the next seven
years. This legislation was for political reasons appealing to the
debtor cldss, since the United States branch banks' sound and strict

policles allegedly imposed a hardship on them, 12 YWhile the Republican

6 In 1820 Kentuckians were indebted at home in the amount of $10,-

ggo,oceégnd outside the state to the extent of $k,,000. Ibid., Vol.
» P 603, :

7 Ibid., Vol. II, p. 606

8 Ibid., Vol. II, p. 608.

9 Ibid., Vols II, ppe 60911,
10 Tbid., Vols IT, p. 618,

b Ibdd., Vol. II, pp. 612-13,
12 pid., Vol. II, p. 613.
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ma jority in the legislature passed all the relief laws, this legislation
split the party into two branches, the Relief and Anti-Relief parties. .
The depression and the relief legislation that followed brought about a
rather clearly defined lower class, which, with increased debt burdens,
a rapidly fluctuating currency, and a great deal of poverty, became class
conscious through the agitations of a successful poliﬁical leadership
for a redical relief policy. | |

Effect of economic conditions.--Relief policies, by stopping the
income consisting of the bonus of the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of
Lexington, one of the forty-six independent banks, and interest on 134
shares of the stock of the Bank of Kentucky, severely curtailed Tran-
sylvania's incomees The bonus from ﬁhe independent bank, amounting to
$3,299 in two years, L s granted to the university in 1818, and was
totally lest upon repeal of the charters of the independent banks. The
annual income from the Bank of Kentucky, $2,200 per annum, was reduced by
a half when this bank suspended payment in specie. Upon the repeal of
the charter of the Bank of Kentucky, this income was completely lost and
the market value of the stock fell drastically. 15 The remaining income

consisted of tuition fees, and fines and forfeitures in the Fayette

13 For a description of the economic and soecial divisions behind
these new parties, see Lewis Collins, Historical Sketches of Kentucky,
Pe 89, Maysville, Kentucky: Published by the author, 1847; see also
Charles Kerr, Editor, History of Kentucky, op. git., Vol. II, pp. 632-33.

1k #Trustees' Report, December 31, 1827." Manuscript, Transylvania
College, Lexington.

15 Journal of the Se te, 34th Assembly (November 7, 1825 - December
21, 1825), November 21, 1825, p. 142,
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county court, which had been appropriated to the university on February li,
1820, % The trustees, faced with this reduction of income, were com=
pelled to raise tuition rates from $40 to $50 17 and later to $60. 18
The income for the academic and preparatory departments of the univer-
sity in 1823 from tuition, fines, and forfeitures was $8,505. The stand-
ing expenditures included $3,000 for the president's salary, $1,200 for
| each of three professors, expense of a grammar master, and general ex-
penses to cover other costs. 19 In 1825 the Morrison éndowment made
possible the employment of a mathematics professor at $1,200 in specie,
but' the trustees experienced difficulty in securing a professor on this
small salary. 20 Finally, the trustees found it impossible to operate
the university on this meager income.
The reduced income operated to increase the cost of education and
to some extent to reduce the student body. While the increased tuition
probably deterred no students from matriculating, a it prevented opera-

tion and experimentation with the refectory. By living in commons and

16 The fines and forfeitures amounted to $1,694.46 in 1827, "Trus-
tees' Report, December 21, 1827." Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexw
ingbaﬁo S

17 Western Monitor, 5 (September 4, 1821), 3. This was a trustee's
advertisement. ' '

18 Ibid., 8 (January 16, 182,), 2. This figure is from published
official documents. _

19 Ibig.

20 Journal of the Senate, 34th Assembly (November 7, 1825 - Decem~

21 out of 847 academic department students (until 1825), 40O came

from Lexington and its neighborhood. Western Luminary, 2 (April 13,
1825), 635.
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boarding in the refectory, students could compensate for the $10 raise
in tuition. 22 In order to make the refectory available on a low cost
basis, it was necessary to operate it at a loss, which required special
funds for its deficitse. Since no funds were available, the refectory
was closed in 1823, 23 This action made it necessary for students to
board in private places and thereby inqreased the whole cost of educa-
tion, especially for those from distant areas. 2k The action Vof the
popular relief legislature operated to exclude the poorer boys from
towns other than Lexington from the university by denying appropriations
to the school. Again, agitation on the subject of high educational costs
at Tpansylvania had an adverse effect upon enrollment,

The reduced inceme to Transylvania was not the result of action di-
rected toward the university itself but of general state policieas, How—
ever, politicians soon discovered the value of the university as a politie
cal weapon and the charges of “aristocracy" were hurled against it. An-
other form of political opposition developéd out of loecal Jealousy. In
Louisville and in other cammunities considerable resentment was caused by

Lexington's politieians, who fervently opposed the establishment of a

22 Boarding in the refectory was $2% per week exclusive of some
small incidental expenseses Western Monitor, 5 (September 4, 1821), 3.

23 Journal of the Senate, 34th Agsembly (November 7, 1825 - Decem-
ber 21, 1825), November 22 and 23, 1825, ppe 144 and 155. -

2k students eould attend the university for about $175 per annum in
1818, Niles Weekly Register, 15 (October 24, 1818), 132~33. Estimates

of the cost of education for medical students, which was slightly higher
than for academic students, ranged from $300 to $500 per annum. See Argus

of Western Ameri 14 (Mareh 2, 1821) Kentu Report hs) b
AT R N N » 3, Kentucky Reporter, 14 (December
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branch of the United States bank in Louisville, the promotion of com-
merce, and the development of the canal around the falls of the Chio. 25
The Louisville Public Advertiser noticed and opposed these jealousies
as early as January, 1820, and in retaliation Transylvanla's appropria-
tions were influenced in the legislétive session of 1820-21. Although
Governor Adair gave favorable notice to the university in his message of
October 17, 1820, and a committee reported upon its progress in compli-
mentary temms, 2 a resolation in the legislature proposing a loan of
$7,000 without interest, in view of the discontinuance of the Farmers'
and Mechanics' Bank, was not passed. 2 A proposal to endow Centre |
College was also denieds An act approved December 18, 1821, stated that
it was the duty of the trustees to regulate the funds of the university
without a view to further appropriations from the state; "it being the
true intent of this act, to terminate all elaim on the part of said Uni-
versity to support from the public treasury or other funds of the govern—
ment 28

State polities and university finances.—-By 1821 the financial
affairs of the university had reached a critical stage. The trustees

25 Louisville Public Advertiser, 6 (August 30, September 27, 1820),

26 Kentucky Reporter, 14 (January 12, 1821), 2.
27 Louisville Public Advertiser, 7 (January 13, 1821), 3; Journsl

of the House of Representatives, 29th Assembly (October 16, 1820 -~
December 27, 1820), November 22, 1820, ppe 240-41,

28 mn Act to establish a Literary Fund and for other purposes,™
Acts of Kentucky, pp. 351, 353-54. Frankfort: Kendall and Russel, 1821.

hy 2.
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requested assistance from the state in discharging accumulated debts of
$25,073.75. 29 Governor Adair spoke for a permanent annual appropria-
tion to bring income up to the total for expenditures, and urged a system
of education with a low cost for the student. 30 A committee answering
the Governor's message resolved that the net profits of the Bank of the
Cemmonwealth; in the third judicial distriet, should be given to the uni-
versity. 31 This resolution falled to pass the house, and additional
votes upon resolutions with reduced amounts failed in the house. A bill
fiiaﬁlly passed providing $20,000 from the Bank of the Commonwealth to
discharge the present debts of the university, placed the university in
the hands of a permanent board of trustees, and specified that they
operate the school within its income. 32 Legislative appropriations
during Holley's administration ceased with this contribution of $20,-
000, The committee reporting the original resolution agreed in regard-
ing the debts of the university as a legitimate obligation of the General
Agsembly, arising from their control over the institution. They agreed
also upon the trustees' anticipation of the donation of the Farmers' and

Mechanics' Bank and the steps taken by the trustees in anticipation of

this fund, which was Yextinguished" by the legislature. 33 Tpansylvania

29 These debts are described in Journal ‘of the Senate, 34th Assembly
(November 7, 1824 - December 21, 1825), November 26, 1825, pe 154.

30 Argus of Western America, 2 (October 13, 1821), 2.
31 Western Moniter, 5 (November 13, 1821), 3,
32 Ibid., 5 (December 11, 1821), 2.

33 Robert B. MchAfee in the senate and Mr. Anderson in the house made
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friends, urged by Holley, backed an appropriation to Centre College at
this time, > | |

The question of the university was before the legislature again in
1823, and a committee investigated and submitted a report, 35 which from
all indications was impartial, although introducing a few Relief party
policies., After stating that the library and buildings were in good
condition, that the level of instruction was very satisfactory, and that
the number of students was large, it touched upon the treasury. Noting
that the refectory should have been given a more ‘ex‘oeneive trial, it sus-
tained the reasons for its discontinuance. The committee pointed out that
the great objection of the middle and more humble classes to the univer—-
sity was that it favored the rich, and cuts in both tuition and profes-
sors' salaries were suggested. It recommended sectarian neutrality, ex-
preséed approbation of the general regulations, and resolved that the -
trustees be Instructed to prohibit lecturing by the professors to pri-
vate classes for gain. An emphatic protest to the trustees égainst. this
resolution, signed by 162 medical students, 36 was published, because
this rule applied especially to the medical faculty, although reference

had been made to one professor (unnamed) in the academic department.

speeches in agreement with the committee. See Kentucky Reporter, 15
(January 21, 1822), 3; 14 (December 17, 1821), 2,

34 yastern Monitor, 8 (april 9, 1824), 3.
35 Kentucky Reporter, 17 (January 19, 1824), 3.
36 Western Monitor, 11 (January 16, 1824), 3.
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Up to 1825 the Relief party, following an early friendship with the
university, had given the school little support. With the development
of the New Court conflict it changed its policy toward the school and
attacked the institution to promote itself politically. In 1823 the
replevin laws were declared unconstitutional by the eircuit court in Bour-
bon County 37 and by the court of appeals. 38 The Bellef party countered
by reorgenizing the courts and replaced the opposition judges. 39 A
strenuous political contest followed, which lasted for two years and.
finally resulted in victory fer the Old Court party and the removal of
the New Court judges. 40 Economic lines between classes in the Relief
versus the Anti-Relief contest had been well defined, but they were even
more widely séparated now, It seemed logical for the New Court party to
attack the university, which had many times been accused of being an
aristocratic institution. As relief policies were gradually abandoned,
the value of the currency increased, and this was one reason for the

attack upon high salaries and extravagance in public offices, particu=
larly in the university, W

PPe 62324,
38 Ipid., Vol. II, p. 626.
39 Ibid., Vol. II, p. 629.
kO Tbid., Vol II, p. 630.
bl several articles signed "A Radical Jr." appeared which were de-

signed to arouse popular feeling against the university and its profes-

sors, See Argus of Waestern America, 18 (September & and October 12,
1825), 3, 2. ,

37 Charles Kerr, Editor, History of Kentucky, op. cit., Vol. II,
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Further charges against the university.—-Other charges were made
against Holley and the university: (1) that $20,000 had been consumed
without proper account; (2) that the high cost of tuition and board ex-
cluded poor and middle-class students from the university; (3) that the
high tuition rate permitted Holley to live in wealth and luxury; (L)
that his salary was disproportionately high, compared with other ofﬁcera
of government; (5) that he was a Federalist and taught Federalism; (6)
that he carried his aristocratic principles so far as to state that ranks
based on earthly achlevements were carried to heaven; and (7) that he set
an example of gay living féar the students, and tended to destroy the
students' habits of research and study. An article signed "An Observist"
questioned whether Holley had attempted to become a member of the Hart-
ford convention without being delegated by any legislature or other
group. h2 Another article pointed out that Jesse Bl;dsoe had been
"organized" out of the university for Republican politics, although it
was well established that his frequent intoxication had caused ihis dis-
missal, 43 The Frankfort Commentator answered "A Radical Jr." in part, b
but the Reporter in an editorial drew a striking picture of the univer
sity's opponents:

A few of the jacobin conspirators against the liberties of the
people, lately assembled together in Caucus, at midnight, and resolved
to attempt to humbag‘the people on the subjeet of Transylvania Univer-
sity. Their object is to produce excitement » raise a smoke, and thus

k2 Georgetown gentinel, 7 (November 25, 1825) s 1.

43 commemtator, 9 (October 22, 1825), 1.
one of Kentucky's most gifted orators.

b4 comentator, 9 (October 1, 1825), 3.

Bledsoe developed inte
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divert public attention from themselves and their treasonable designs
against the Constitution.—Orders accordingly were issued to their
Janisaries to commence war upon the President, and ring the charges
of Dandyism, Deism and Federalimm. Decency is Federalism with these.
disorganizers; liberality in religion is deism; to respect the laws
and the Constitution of the country, more especially to pay one's

,}nst debts, is rank federalism, according to the new theory of politics.
o slander and villify all who will not bzg to the New Court, the

Governor, and the Governor's son, Isaac, is excellent proof of

democracy and high-toned republican zeal, The President, however,
regardless of the malice of enemies or stratagems of paréy, pursues

the even tenor of his ways. He gives instruction to two classes daily,
superintends the govermment of the institution, in all its departments
and ramifications, and receives his pay as usual in commonwealth ragse
Notwithstanding all the efforts of political and religious fanaties
~to pull him down, to keep away students, and to injure the institutien,
it still flourishes, the number of students continues to increase: the
president as yet stands erect amid the storm, enjoying as heretofore the
confidence, esteem and love of his pupils and fellow citizens. As to his
polities we believe there is more genuine republicanism in his little
fin$er tﬁa.a in the whole bench of new judges. His religion picks no

man's pocket. He ought in mercy to be allowed tc eat, sl an
as he lists, 46 v s sleep and dress

I¥ was not proved that Holley taught Federalist politics. On seme
occasions the students argued political questions, but in most cases they
were not permitted this privilege. W7 Holley was knmm to favor a greater
centralization of power, but not necessarily Federalist polities. 48

Governor's hostility toward Transylvania.—Governor Desha, as leader

of the Relief party in Kentucky, was bound to attack the university. In

k5 Isaac Desha had been condemned as a murderer and pardoned by his
father.

48 Kentueky Reporter, 18 (October 24, 1825), 3.

A7 charles Caldwell, . . . Rev, Horace Holley, LL.D., op. cit.,
Ppe. 237-38 of Appendix. Caldwell wrote that topics of political passion

were "rigidly excluded" from the halls of the university. Ibid., p. 238
of Appendix.

k8 1vi4., p. 238 of Appendix. -
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an impersonal attack in his message of 1825, L9 he told again of the
heavy endowment, extravagance, overpaid president and professors, ex—
cessive tuition, exclusion of the poor, and the general failure of the
school to fulfill its ambitions. As the official representative for
Kentucky, Desha expressed the state's official ingratitude to Holley
for his efforts in training the class of 1824 in the above manner. This
class produced some of the most talented men in Kentucky's history. 0
The General Assembly, in response to the Governor's message and other
charges against the university, prepared fifteen questions which were
forwarded to the trustees. John Bradford, chairman, submitted answers
to these questions with documents to prove his points. 51

Again in 1826, Desha in his message stated that Transylvania was
accessible only to the wealthy, that it did not provide an adequate return
for the state's "liberality,® and that, though respectable, it ceased to
unite the confidence and affections of the people. 5.2 The senate repeated

a proposal from the house that a new investigation of the university be

k9 Journal of the House of Representatives, 34th Assembly (November
7, 1825, ppe 1-=5.

50 See Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone, Editors, Dictionary of
American Biogap_l;f s Index Vol, I-XX, pp. 342~43. MNew York: Charles
Seribner's Sons, 1937. This index lists eighty~six men who attended
Transylvania University from 1780-1865, and a number of them were members
of the class of 1824, Jefferson Davis was a student that year.

51 Journal of the House of Representatives, 34th Assembly (November
7, 1825 = December 21, 1825), Decewber 17, 1825, p. 431,

32 Argus of Western America, 19 (December 6, 1826) s 1, delivered
December 4, 1826,
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made, 53
Presbyterian attempt to recover property.—The clergy and elders of
the Synod of the Presbyterian Ghurch of Kentucky submitted a memorial to
the legislature of 1826~27 as follows:

The speaker laid before the house the memorial of the clergy and
elders of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Kentucky, represente
ing that a variety of property belonging to their society, as the funds
of the late Kentucky Academy, and now in possession of the Trustees of
the Transylvania University, was taken from their possession and control
by the act of the Legislature, passed in the session 1817-1818, by which
the Trustees were removed from office, contrary to their consent and the
stipulations contained in the charter of union between the Kentucky Aecade-
ny and the Transylvanla Seminary, and praying that the said property, or
its value, may be paid gver to the Trustees of the Centre College of
Kentucky, at Danville. 24 .

After this proposal was referred to the committee of claims, 25 and
after the receipt of a letter from John Bradford, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees, probably concerning this petition, 56 a resolution from the
committee of claims denied the petition, 51 and the Old Court legislaw
ture of 1826-27 upheld action of the legislature of 1817-18, 58

Holley's Withdrawal, A Defeat of Liberalism

Resignation and decline in enrollment.—Holley evidently felt that he

53 Journal of the House of Re resentatives, 34th Assembly (November
7, 1825 - December 21, 1825), November 8, and 13, 1825, pp. 5, 76~8., This

»
was the session that ousted the New Court.

5h Ibid., 35th Assembly (December 4, 1826 - January 25, 1827), Decem~
ber 5, 1823, 5 3 21""20 ’ i ’ ),

55 ]bid., po 220

56 Ipid., January 18, 1827, p. 282.
57 Ibido, January 19, 1827, Pe 288,

58 A memorial of this nature was prepared in October, 1824. See
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had withstood a great deal of abuse, but with Governor Desha's first
attack upon the univ;ersity he could withstand no more. Although con-

templating his departure from Lexingtom in March, 1826, his friends in-

fluenced him to retract his resignation. 59

Three significant factors
led to his final resignation at the close of the academic year, 1826=27.
These were: (1) His declaration of intention to resign earlier had
~caused a sharp decrease in the enrollment of students. The total number
had fallen from 419 in January, 1826, to 286 in January, 1827, The
academic department had recorded a decline of 42, the medical department
a decrease of 92, and the law school was suspended. 60 (2) Holley's

salary was reduced by $1,000 per year in October, 1826, 61 (3) Gofermr

Desha launched a new attack, as mentioned previously. The declime in
the student enrollment upon Holley's removal from the university was
greater than in the previous year, falling in December, 1827, to 184
students, 157 medical and 27 academic. .
President's report.-~Holley summarized his accomplishments while
head of the university in a final report dated March 24, 1827, the ef-
fective date of his resignation. 62 He pointed especially to the excel~

lent maintenance of university property, expansion of facilities, and a

Hobert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky, pp.
314~15, ne New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847. It has not been learned

whether this memorial was presented to the legislature,

59 Charles Caldwell Rev. Ho
b o o o » race Holl z’ IL.D. . .
P. 267 of Appendix. ? : » 2 2lbes

60 nPpugtees Re
: port, December 21, 1827," Manuscript, T
College, Lexington. ? ’ script. Transylvania

1 Ibid,

62 Charles Caldwell R
_. s oo o Rev. Horace Holley, LL.D., o it .
207-16 of Appendix. This report is dated March 2, 1827.’ SBe kes PP
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tremendous increase in graduates., The combined academic, preparatory,
medical, and law libraries contained more than 8,500 volumes, over eighty
per cent of which had been acquired during Holley's administration. In |
addition, there was an increase in the mathematics and natural philosophy
apparatus by imports recently from France. Holley stated that the cur-
riculum was "full, and is found on experiment to be well arranged and
well adapted to the state of the institution." He wrote further that it
had been increased gradually, *until it is equal, as it is believed, to
that of our oldest and best seminaries.® He adﬁed that the text books
would undoubtedly continue useful for a long time, 63 and pointed out
the need for instruction in modern languages and for the early revival
of the law school. The most impressive point in his report was the fact
that, while only twenty-two degrees had beem granted in the preceding
period, 1799-1818, under Holley's adminis’ération of nine years 6L} degrees
had been conferred upon 558 alumni, under conditions of a greatly extend-
ed curriculum and more severe and exact examinations, 6k Holley wrote:

I should be Jjustly charged with insensibility if I did not state
this fact with pride, and remember it with delight, while I refleet with
gratitude upon your constant cooperation, and that of my able and faithe
ful colleagues in the responsible task of instruction. This alone is,

and will be considered by the candid public as a full and unanswerable

refui.;ation of the calumies which our enemies have invented and %gdustrious—
1y circulated. We are satisfied with the centrast. Are they?

If Robert Davidson's history of the Presbyterians! ~accom§lishmen‘bs

63 Ipid., p. 210 of Appendix.
6h Tpid,

65 Ibide, ppe 210-11 of Appendix.
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in education in Kentucky was representative of the Presbyterians' views
generally, they were elated 6ver their defeat of liberal education in
Kentucky. 6

Departure for Louisisna.--Lexington's farewell to Holley upon his
departure proved that he had made a deep impression upon the citizens of
this community during his stay of nine years. Students of the Union Phiw
losophical Society, one of the two leading literary societies in the uni-
versity, extended their appreciation of his servicea: "You are dear to
us, because you have extended your fostering arms to assist us as a
society, and have guarded with the watchful affection of a parent, the
purity of our morals and the propriety of our conduct: and because you
have béen the cultivator of our minds." 67 Holley answered this commus
nication with a similar appreciative note in iwhich he recalled their con-
tribution to the morality of Transylvania, and pointed out that more active
friends of education in Kentucky were needed, as well as greater endow-
ments, In his comment upon his enemies' activities, he wrote:

I wish never to forget the period, which I have spent in this place.
I have experienced incomparably more blessings than evils, and have found
vastly more friends than enemies. The ingenious, the liberal, the mag—
nanimous, have cooperated with me; the character of those, who have ag~

sailed me, I will not now take time to delineate. They have nothing to
do with my determination to go or stay. My best enjoyments they have

66 gee Chapter IX, Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian
Church in Kentucky, pp. 288-320. New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847.

67 nLetter from the Union Philosophiecal Society, signed, We T.

Cockerill, R. W. Scott, G. W. Weisinger, March 2, 1827.% Manuscript.
Transylvania College, Lexington.
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never reached; they have brought upon themselves far more suffering than

upon me, When they become good men, may God bless them. Incidentally

they attgac’c. my attention: I think of you spontaneously, of them with an
effort, 68 f

Holley was given a farewell party by a large group of friends and
admirers upon his departure from Lexington. Although he had been em-
ployed to aid in the est:blishment of a university in Louisiana, Holley's
careér was cut short when he contracted a fatal illness while on an ocean

voyage shortly after his departure from Lexington.
Defeat of Liberal Kentuckians

Investigation by the House.~-The trustees accepted Holley's report
with high approbation, °7 negotiated with Rev. Thomas McAuley and Rev.
Alva Woods regarding the presidency, tackled the big financial problem
ahead, raising $11,000 through local subscriptions, and began a new medi-
cal building. Yet the trustees foresawvthe need for assistance in the
near future and on December 10, 1827, sent a memorial to the legislature
asking for support. 70 Governor Desha, however, in his message of 1827
stated there was talk that the trustees had not proceeded with sufficient
care in handling the university's funds, and called for a legislative in-
vestigation to establish the facts. After a joint committee was suggested

68 ugorace Holley, to the Union Philosophical Society, March 3,
1827.% Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexington.

69 Charles Caldwell, . . » Rev. Horace Holley, IL.D., op. ¢cit.,
PPe 215-16 of Appendixe

70 mMamorial to the Legislature, December 10, 1827." Manuscript.
Transylvania College, Lexington. :
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in the house, n on December li, 1827, the house resolved to investigate
independently. 72 After a resolution requiring the committee to visit

the university was tabled, & the trustees submitted a long letter answer-

ing questions forwarded by the committee. Th The trustees were intent

upon justifying their administration and on January 23, 1828, the com-
mittee's chairman reported:

Your comnittee find the report of the trustees of that institutien
a correct expose of 1ts situation and means. They have investigated the
conduct of the trustees in its management, and believe that they have
acted with a view to promote its prosperity: but they find that great
dissatisfaction has prevailed in the public mind in relation to this
institution and its concerns. For the purpose of glving satisfaction
to the public, to give confidence, and to unite the great body of the
people in support of this once celebrated institution of 1$§ming s your
comnitiee therefore recommend a new election of trustees.

The trustees had asked for the election of a new board; the com—
mittee also recommended this actioen. 7 A new board of trustees was
appointed by the state legislature; n however, it contained all the old
members except three, who wished to resign. Since there had been an ex-

isting vacaney, 78 four new trustees in all were appointed to the board.

T Journal of the House of Representatives, 36th Agsembly (Decem-
ber 3, 1827 - February 13, 1828), December 10, 1827, p. 69.

72 Journal of the House of Representatives, 36th Assembly (Decem~
ber 3, 1827 =~ Fgbruary 13, 1828) s December 14, 1827, p, 103.

73 Ibid., December 22, 1827, p. 13k

Th nTo the Semate and House of Representatives for the State of
Kentucky, December 31, 1827." Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexw
ington. Also in Jourmal of the Senate, 1827-28,

75 Journal of the House of Representatives, 36th Assembly (Decem-
ber 3, 1827 - February 13, 1828) s dJanuary 23, 1828, pp. 250-51.
76 Kentucky Beporter, 21 (March 19, 1828), 3 (Copy of report).

77 Journal of the House of Rgpresentatives, 36th Agsembly, op. cit.
January 31, 1828, p. 252. 4 1y, op. cit.,

Kentucky Reporter, 21 (March 19, 1828), 3.
78 Ibid., p. 252. The vote was 27 to 63.
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W.—-ﬁe senate conducted a separate investigation,
which also proved that the trustees had not been careless with respect to
the Morrison bequest. Rumors had circulated to the effeet that Hemry
Clay had held the residuary legacy unlawfully, but the committee vindi-
cated the trustees completely. A chafge that the trustees had used their
offices for political gain was quashed with equal finality. On the latter
point the committee reported:

In relation to the other charge, . . . that the Trustees were in-
fluenced in their elections by political partialities, the Committee
will state, that it appeared that most of the vacancies in the Board
of Trustees had been filled by men entertaining the same political
opinions with the majority of the Board who elected them., It also
appeared there had been some elected of opposite political sentiments;
that the election of Treasurer and Clerk to the Trustees had occurred
twice since the formation of the present Board, and that in each of
these instances a gentleman opposed in polities, te a majority of the
Board had been chosen; and further, that these are salaried officers,
when the trustees themselves receive nothing., It further appeared,
thet in the election of the Professor of Law in the University at .
several different times, three men had been chosen who differed, and
two who agreed, with them in politics; and at other times two wheo were
not citizens of this state, and of course who were not supposed to have
taken sides on the politieal questions alluded to, were algo chosen,
It further appeared, that the capacity or qualifications of the Trus-
tees 80 elected were not called in question, even by those who were
opposed to them in political sentiments. The committee would, it is
believed, exceed the bounds of their duty and their privileges to
attribute to improper motives in the Tpustees, that, which so far as
the committee can know, was the result of a full deliberation, and of
a consciousness of rectitude in the discharge of their offieial duty. 79

Failure of liberal university plan.--The ambition to establish a
great central liberal university, open to all religious denominations
and administered in accordance with a liberal philosophy, while very

nearly realized during the nine years of Holley's administration, was

79 Kentucky Reporter, 21 (March 19, 1828), 3.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



182
overwhelmingly defeated. So completely quashed was the ideal of a great
liberal state university, that fifty years passed before State College,
Lexington, Kentucky, was established in 1878. While State College was
the extended Kentucky Agricultural and Mechanical College established in
1865, it was not free from Kentucky University, a sectarian (Disciples of
Christ) institution until 1878, Even Henry Clay was of the same opinion 80
as the faculty, who requested a clergyman as Holley's successor shortly
prior to the la;tter's resignation, &l By this action the faculty had

| hoped to conciliate the religlous demominations. None but the boldest
of men would expese his reputation and talents to such an onslaught as
that suffered by Holley; and none but an irrational board of trustees
would invite such opposition to their school,

But of a more serious nature were other fast-moving geographical
and economic factors. By the end of the Holley period steam navigation
had become practical up and down the Chio-Mississippl water route. This
transportation development, along with the exodus of Kentuckians toward
the new rapidly-moving Western frontier, accounted for a reduction in
Lexington's relative importance as a commercial and industrial city.
With the development of the river cities, Louisville and Cincinnati,
new cultural centers arose to challenge Lexington's supremacy; the

chartering of colleges was high on the agenda of developmental policies

80 Harry Re Lynn, "Henry Clay and Transylvania University," p. 48.
Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Kentucky, 1930.
8l vLetter to trustees, January 12, 1827, signed John Roche, Thomas

J. Mathews, George S. Chapman.® Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lex-
ington. ‘
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of these citiess Several medical schools were established in Cincinmnati,
and Dr. Daniel Drake, who had been attached to Transylvania's medical
faculty, soon became a great medical educational leader, adept at open-
ing new competing medical schools. Any weakening of Transylvania's medi-
cal school, which enrolled the bulk of the school's students, worked to
the disadvantage of the entire university. Lexington was beginning to
experience difficulty in obtaining sufficient anatomical specimens, sick
subjeets, and hospital facilities. The larger cities offered more oppor-
tunities for a medical school, but the vested interests of Lexington were
strong and the medical schobl's faculty was determined and tenacious in
~its fight against the new combetit.ion.

The Professional Schools, 1825-1828

There was a serious decline in the medical school in 1826 and the
law school became inactive for three years beginning in this year. While
causes of decline of the university generally have been attributed to the
effécts of the controversy between liberalism and sectarianism, financial
reasons such as the effective increase of thirty-three per cent in medi-
cal school tuitions should be taken into consideration, as well as the
generalvunstable economic conditions during this period.

Expansion of medical school facilities.—With a steady increase in

enrollments, the medical school had by January, 1826, surpassed all of

the older medical schools in America except one, in terms of numbers of

8;
students. 2 The drop in enrollment from 281 to 190 in 1826-27 was due

82 "Kentucky," Niles Weekly Register, 24 (January 21, 1826), 326.
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to the general economic conditions in Kentucky' and other factors previ-
ously related, but more specifically to an effective increase in tuition
amounting to about thirty-three per cent. In October, 1825, the faculty
of the medical school announced that the "Professors will receive, as
they have done heretofore, the paper of the Commonwealth's Bank at par," 83
but by July, 1826, the faculty advertised that "specie or its equivalent
will be expected.” 84 The paper currency of Kentucky had depreciated by
about one-third. 8 The enrollment dropped again in 1827-28 to 152, but
this was the lowest figure prior to 1848-49, when the school began to de-
cline, 8 The medical school, which held separate commencements, graduate-
ed sixty-five, fifty-three, and fifty-three, respectively, for the three
academic years considered. 87 Its influence in the South and West can
be demonstrated to some extent by the graduates of 1827, who hailed from
ten states: Kentucky (19), Tennessece (9), Virginia (8), South Carolina

(5), Alabama (4), Mississippi (3), Missouri (2), New York (1), North
Carolina (1), and Louisiana (1). 88

83 Kentucky Reporter, 18 (October 3, 1825), 2.
84 Kentucky Reporter, 19 (July 21, 1826), 3.
85 Charles Caldwell, A Report Made to the Legislature of Kentu

on the Medical Department, Transylvania University, February 15, 18313‘,
Pe 9 Lexingbon: Je Clarke and Co., 1826,

86 A Catalogue of the Officers and Students in the Medical Depart-
ment of Transylvania University, Janua 1840, pe 12. Lexington: The
Universj.ty, 18400 )

Ibld., January, 1840, p. 23.

88 Transylvania University Medical Department Commencement Program,
March 16th, 1827, pp. 1=-2. Lexington: The University, 1827.
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A new building was erected in 1827 by the professors themselves,
"partly from their own resources, and part by a stoc’k-fund on which they
pay interest." 89 This building was used by ﬁhe medical school until
1840, when the building of a new medical hall, which was begun in 1839,

was completed. %

(a) MEDICAL SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS.—In February, 1828, The Transylvania

Journal of Medicine and the Associate Sciences was launched by the faculty

of the medical school with John E. Cooke, M.D., Pz?ofessor eof Theory and
Practice of Megicine, and Charles W. Short, M.D., Professor of Materia
Medica and Medical Botany, as editors. n A reviewer wrote that "on the
whole, in point of purity and carefulness of style, and as far as we are
qualified to judge, of utility, importance and treatment of the articles,
this journal need not fear to institute a comparison with the proudest |
that our country has produced.” 92 A year later another reviewer, in
praising this journal, wrote: "We do not see a handsomer or more cor-

rectly printed work of the kind in the United States." >3 This journsl

89 Charles Caldwell, A Report Made to the Legislature of Kentuc%x
on the Medieal DeMent; Trangylvania University, February 15, 1826,
pe 10. Lexington: J. Clarke and Co., 1836.

90 "Minutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
Lexing;on, August 17, 1840,% pp. 212-13,

9

The Transylvania Journal of Medicine and the Associate Scgiences,
1-12 (February, 1%28 - November, 1839).

92 Ajbert G. Meriwether, "Review of The Transylvania Journal of Medi~-
?7:;20 and Associate Sgiences," The Western Monthly Review, 1 (April, 1828),

93 Timothy Flint, "Transylvania Journal of Medicine and Associate
Sciences," The Western Monthly Review, 2 (February, 1829), 403.
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wag continued through twelve volumes, but was allowed to lapse in 1839.

Another journal, entitled the Transylvania Medical Journal, was published

by the medical school faculty from 1849 to 1853.

Crigis in law school.—The trustees reported that the law school was
not active for a period of three years, 1826-27, 1827-28, and 1828-29; il
however, there were thirty students enrolled in 1825-26. e Although
newspaper announcements stated that the law lectures for the year, 1825
26, were to be given by Jesse Bledsoe and Charles Humphreys, 9% apparently
Bledsoe's services were terminated in October, 1825, because of his fre-
quent intexication. n Again, prior to the scheduled opening of the 1826~
27 law session, announcements of law lectures by Humphreys were made, %
but the trustees announced later that the activities of the law school
were suspended because competent professors could not be secured. 9
Niles Weekly Register carried an article stating that a "Mr., Livingston®
of Iouigiana had been solicited by the trustees of Transylvania Univer-

sity "to deliver lectures on law in that institution, for three months

9% #Report of the Trustees of Transylvania University to the Senate
and House of Representatives of the State of Kentucky, in Legislative
Agsembly convened," Kentucky Reporter, 21 (April 2, 1828), 1.

95 A Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Transylvania Unive
sity, July, 1826, p. 15. Lexington: The University, 1826,

96 Kentucky Reporter, 18 (October 24, 1825), 2.
97 commentator, 9 (October 22, 1825), 3.
98 Kentucky Reporter, 19 (September 4, 1826), 3.

99 "Report of the Trustees of Transylvania University,"” Kentucky -
Reporter, 21 (April 2, 1828), L. ’
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100 but

in the year, with an annual salary of four thousand dollars,”
no further evidence has been found concerning this transaction. The
fact thét the tuition was changed from $50 for two professors in 1825-
26 101 45 $20 specie plus $5 for fuel and janitor expenses for one
professor in 1826-27, 102 41 addition to the termination of Bledsoe's
services, may have accounted to some extent for the trustees!' actioﬁ

in allowlng the law school to lapse. Holley's original plan lto resign
in March, 1826, which caused a general reduction in the university en-
rollment, possibly affected the size of the law school's student bodye
Other social, economie, and politiecal factors mentioned earlier in this
chapter affected the law school, as well as the other departments of the
university.

(a) PRESIDENT HOLIEY AS LAW PROFESSOR.—-In the field of law Holley
and his associates had to face and overcome the popular prejudice toward
instruction by lecture, an opposition based upon the tradition of private
training, Holley's defense of the lecture method in law instruction is
recorded as follows:

The great obJect of a course of publick lectures is to produce ex-
cltement in the teacher and the pupils, to furnish all the well known
benefits of competition, to call up the most important subjeet of inquiry,

to point out and to solve difficulties, to increase the appreciation of
the mind for knowledge and its power of digestion, to lead the student

100 #Kentucky," Niles Weekly Register, 29 (December 10, 1825), 230,
copied from the New Orleans Advertiser.

101 Kentucky Reporter, 18 (October 24, 1825), 2.
102 Kentucky Reporter, 19 (September 4, 1826), 3.

103 ngorace Holley's 'Introductory Law Lecture,' November 8, 1823,"
Pe 2. Manuseript. Mrs. Benjamin Gratz Crosby, Woodford County, Kentucky.
Typewritten copy in Transylvania College, Lexington.
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to a proper method of investigation, and thus enable him to conduct his
own studies with success. Ag soon as the uses of public lectures are
clearly understood, opposition to them will cease. All Europe has tried
their efficacy, and found them worthy of the greatest patronage. The ex-
ample and success of our Medical Schools are perfeetly applicable to a
Law Egtablishment., The difference is not great between the number of
physicians and of lawyers wanted in a community. The great reason why
Law Classes have not been as numerous as Medical Classes must be that
as many attractions have never been furnished. Prejudices against

teaching law by lectures are as ill founded as theselggra which formerly
existed against Medical instruction in this manner.

Summary

It has been shown that the liberals' efforts to establish a liberal
and central university, while agressive and well-grounded, did not cal-
culate the full religious composition of the state. Aster the Presby-
terians had pointed out some liberal elements of Holley's religion, they
began to attack him personally. Since he was not disereet in his per-
sonal habits, it was not difficult for his opponents to attack him suc-
cessfully on those grounds. However, the Presbyterians were not fully
responsible for Holley's defeat; economic conditions of a very unstable
nature were making it difficult to operate virtually any kind of a school.
In consequence of political opposition to the liberalists, such as that
displayed by the goverhor in 1826, Holley was forced to resign. This
resignation, although withdrawn, caused in itself anxiety among the uni=-
versity's supporteré, and was one factor causing a decrease in the
school's enrollment. Following the governmor's criticism of the school
in 1827, the senate and house both decided upon investigations. The
trustees! reaction tosall of this challenge and criticism was the call

for the election of a new boarde In compliance with this request the
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state elected all of the old trustees except three who requested to re—
eign, another one being made to fill an existing vacancy. Horace Holley
and his supporters were not able to cope with all their challengers,
religious, economic, and political, and their expulsion from Transyl-
vania ushered in a new era of Transylvania's history.

While the law school was temporarily inactive due to an alleged
shortage of teaching personnel, the medical school, showing some decline,
was not serlously injured by Transylvania's religious and political con-
troversy. One liberal peried of Transylvania history ended with Holley's
final resignation, in spite of the fact that the Presbyterians were fairly
well established in their new college at Danville, Again, many of the
cauges preventing Transylvania's rapid development continued to harass
her: lack of finaneial support, lack of public support, lack of effective
leadership, lack of preparatory school graduates s the establishment of

competing schools, and academic freedom.
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CHAPTER VII
DENCMINATIONAL AND LIBERAL INFLUENCES: PROFESSIONAL EMINENCE, 1828-1842

This chapter relates the principal events taking place at Traxisyl-
vania University between the progressive administrations of Preaidant.s
Horace Holley and Henry Bascom. The academic department suffered sue-
cessive failures, but the professional schools made their greatest bid

for national recognition during this period.
Baptist Influence, 1828-1831

Finally convinced that the Presbyterians had abandoned Transylvania
University permanently in favor of their own Centre College at Danville, and
that they dare not attempt to call another president of Holley's liberal
stamp (lest he fall heir to the same fate as his predecessor), the trus-
tees made a serious effort to rally the Baptists (anocther Calvinistic
Protestant denomination) to the: emppofttbf the university. Their strate-
gy was not subtle, The Baptists of Rhode Island were in a sense different
from the other Baptists in America in the late 1820's and early 1830's in
that they pioneered for a trained ministry. 1 In carrying out this ob—
Jective they had established one of the strong colleges of New England,

Brown University. The Transylvania trustees invited President Alva Woods

1 See Donald G. Tewksbury, The Founding of American Colleges and
Universities Before the Civil War with Particular Reference to the Reli-~
gious Influences Bearing upon the College Movement, p. 146. New York:
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbis University, 1932.

190
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of Brown University to accept their highest office.

The Woods administration.—Rev, Alva Woods was elected president
after Rev., Thomas McAuley of New York declined this position, allegedly
because of factiehalim. 2 Woods displayed a vigorous spirit in his
inaugural address, but nowhere in this address did he outline any clear-
cut blueprint for restoring to the academic department the large student
body, the prestige, and community influence which it had displayed during
certain phases of the Holley administration, 3 Woods expressed his atiiw-
tude toward Transylvania in the following passage from his inaugural ad=-

dress:

Fellow citizens, I should not have come this far away from dearest
kindred and friends, unless possessed of confidence in your virtues, and
untiring co~operation to promote the interests of good letterss + o o
Those who have been thus foremost to fell our forests and our foes, will
not be the last in the race of literary enterprise, and in the march of
intellectual improvement, What the citizens of this town and country are
doing to sustain this institution is a most cheering indication of public
sentiment, It will embalm your names in the memory of the virtuous; and
transmit to ages yet unborn the manifold blessings of education, Let

every man do his duty, and I say with confidence that s under God, Transyl-
vania shall be the delight and glory of the West.

Although he did not identify any educational theory in his inaugural

address, other than his emphasis upon education as a means for developing

2 wiinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, December 10, 1827," Vol., IV, pe. 19.-

Woods was installed at the Episcopal Church on October 13, 1828,
Ibido, February 7, 1828, Vol, IV, p. 310

3 Alva Woods, "An Address Delivered at the Inauguration of the

President of Transylvania University, October 13, 1838, Kentucky Report-
er, 21 (November 19, 1828), 1. :

b Ibid.
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intelligence, which he regarded as the best safeguard for freedom, woods'
unrevealed theory of administrative success perhaps was one of industry.
Woods'! act in leaving Brown University and the comforts of Providence to
face a new life in the West, where conditions were not actually hazardous
but at least different from New England, indicates that he desired to
accept a challenging position. It is certain that he knew the circum~ -
stances surrounding Holley'e administration. Therefore, a love for work
and a fearless attitude toward duty may have prompted him to come to Lex~
ington. This may have been the secret of his success, as for many cele~

brated persons. Typical newspaper comment on Woods' address was repérted

in the Richmond Chromicle: "Judging from the address and the reputation

of Mr. Woods, we can augur well of the future usefulness of the insgtitu=
tion over which he is called to preside." 5

It is always diffieult to fill the shoes of a leader who expresses
himself openly on controversial issues, since such a man usually is ex-
tremely pdlar with some of the people and very unpopular with otherss
Holley was a leader of this stamp. President Woods opermindedly fellewed
a course that brought forth little comment along religious and political
lines, 6 Such comments as appeared usually pointed out his aloofness
from sectarien or political questions, or both, as in the following

5 "Trangylvania University," Richmond Chronicle as quoted in the Ken~
tucky Reporter, 22 (January 14, 1829), 1. B —

6 Several years later while serving as President of the University of

Alabama, Woods did not follow such a cautious course. His stand on slave
ery was so antagonistic toward the people of Alabams that he was forced
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editorial: "We understand that Mr. Woods is of that order of Christians
called Baptists; but enters into none of that unfortunate bickering,
which for a time past has been the greatest reproach to those who gall
themselves followers of Christ, but many of whom fall far short in dis-
playing any portion of His meekness, or of that charity which is indi-
cated in all His precepts." 7

In answer to accusations that Transylvania was administered according
to party principles, a citizen stated that it was a well known fact that
the trustees were composed of distinguished men of both political parties,
and that the professors and the president had not given any instruction in
party politicse 8 A year later an editor assured his readers that those
who presided over Transylvania would banish the polities of the day from
its halls. °

Woods' departure followed by decline.~Woods accepted a positicn as
president of the newly orgeanized University of Alabama early in 1831, de-
parting from L_e:d.ngton at the close of the 1830-1831 academic term. 10

Although the status of Transylvania seemed to be secure, some evidences

to vacate his position. See biographical sketch in Alva Woods, Literary
and Theological Addressess Providence: Published by the auther, 1868;

Robert 8. Cotterill, "Alva Woods," Dictionary of American Biography, Vol.
20, ppe 500~501. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1936. ‘

7 "Transylvania University" (editorial), Kentucky Report ' 22
(January 14, 1829), 1. ’ = =5

8 #Citizen of Lexington," "Transylvania University," Kentucky Re-
porter, 22 (November 4, 18295, 1, ’

9 Transylvania University," Kentucky Reporter, 23 (July 28, 1830), 2.

10 see biographical sketch in Alva Woods, Literary and Theological
Agdresses, op. cit.
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of discouragement and decline are notede "A K_____ _n" wrote: "Can
a good citizen be indifferent to that /[ the low status of Transylvania
University / which involves some of the most important interests of
his own sons and daughters and of the community in which he lives?" 1n
Fayette County patrons, however, out of necessity came to the reacﬁe of
the school eight years later. 12 "A X n" wrote a second article,
in which he raised another question concerning the trouble facing the
school, "A. good citizen, aroused to reflection by the present discour-
aging prospects of Transylvania University, may be anxious to know what
can be done for its revival.w 13 He inquired whether some mistaken
popular notions about such an institution were not crushing it to the
earthe No satisfactory answers to these questions ecould be found.

"Wiator," in a description of the school's commencement in October,
1831, wrote that many discouraging cireumstances attended it. L He
mentioned the loss of the main building by fire, the small graduating
class of the spring of 1831, and ether disheartening events that had
transpired. In order to overcome these low points of accomplishment,
"Viator" made definite recommendations. After saying that "no friend

of learning but must have been deeply convinced on Wednesday last that .

11 w g n," "Our University--No, 1," Kentucky Reporter, 2i
(March 16, 1831), 2. This article describes Transylvania University as
being in a declining status. :

12 see "An Act to Incorporate the Transylvania Institute, and for
Other Purposes," Observer and Reporter, 7 (March 27, 1839), 1.

13mg n," "Our University--No. 2," Kentucky Reporter, 24
(March 23, 1831), 2. This article further describes the declining status
of Transylvania University.

14 wViator," "Commencement of Transylvania University," K
¥ entucky
Reporter, 24 (October 5, 1831), 2. ’
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we have amongst us the best of materials for a flourishing University,”
he said that nothing is wanting but three things: (1) an effective com-
mittee of the trustees to superintend its affairs, (2) a laborious and
active president, and (3) a thorough system of instruetion to raise the
university from the "dust with renovated usefulness and vigor." "Viator®

had made a good diagnosis of Transylvania's ills by his prescription for

her cure.

Another factor influencing a decline at Tranmsylvania was the Baptists'
transfer of their patronage to their own distinctive institution, George-

1l
town College, at Georgetown, Kentucky, which was founded in 1829. >

Episcopalian Influence, 1831-1838

Although the trustees' attempt to rally the Baptists te the support
of Transylvania proved to have been an abortive one, the three-year presi-
dency of Alva Woods was not without some progressive steps, For one thing
the law school, which had been inactive for the three years, 1826-1829,
was reorganized in the fall of 1829, However, the march of churchwrelated
colleges was now well begun in Kentucky. The two strongest Calvinistic
denominations in Kentucky had their own institutions s the Presbyterians
at Danville, and the Baptists, at Georgetown., The trustees aimed to form
a tie with the Episcopal Chureh. Rev, James Moore, an Episcopalian clergy-

man, had headed Transylvania at two different times in previous periodse

15 Alvin F. Lewls, History of Higher Education in Kentucky, p. 67
U, 8. Bureau of Education, Circular of Information, No. 3. Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1899,
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Following a two~year peiiod of decline under the temporary guidance of
John Lutz, 16 the trustees elected Rev. Benjamin O. Peers, an Episcopalian
clergyman, to the acting presidency. 17 Following another short term as
temporary president, eight months, John Lutz 18 was succeeded by Rev,.
Thomas W. Coit, another Episcopalian clergyman, who was elected to the

presidency on October 25, 1834 19

In 1837 there was a severe financial
erisis in America precipitated by a failure of crops between 1835 and
1837 and followed by a long depression; 20 which placed financial dif-
ficulties upon all institutions of higher learning, the medical faculty
split and formed a new competing school in Louisville, and the finaneial
condition of Transylvania's academic department became 80 gerious that

a reorganization under a joint-control organization including a private
corporation, a munlcipality, and the state was undergone. 2 It will be
shown that the Episcopalian relationship was unsucceséful in advé.ncing
Transylvania's academic department in keeping with the development and
expansion of the young nation.

16 4 Catalogue of the Officers and Students in the Medical and Law
Departments of Transylvania University, p. 16. Lexington: The Univer-
sity, January, 1833,

7 wTransylvania University, An Address to the Publie," Lexington
Observer and Kentucky Reporter, 2 (May 2, 1833), 3.

18 mMinutes of the Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, February 14, 1834," Vol. IV, p. 321,

19 Ibid., October 25, 1834, Vol. IV, p. 337.

20 Ray B. Westerfield, Money, Credit and Banking, p. 365. New
York: The Ronald Press Co., 1948,

21 wpn Ae’g to Incorporate the Transylvania Institute, and for Other
Purposes," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 7 (March 27, 1839), 1.
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The Peerg administration.~~The trustees announced their intentien
to succeed in building up Transylvania's academic department in the
following terms:

Transylvania was the first Academical Institution established west
of the Alleghany mountains; and it had at one time grown up to great
eminence of character and usefulness. But owing to many disastrous
causes, falling heavily upon it, during the strife and contentions of
party zeal, a depreciated currency of the state, and the conflagrations

of fire, the Academical Department became so much obscured as to be
almost despaired of by its friends and supporterse. But the Trustees,

borne up by a perseverance and unquenchable zeal in the cause of letters,
lost none of their hopes, that once more they might see it rise in re-

ﬁzwed vigor and splendor, and become one of the brightegg luminaries in
e great constellation of Colleges which surround it.

Although Benjamin Peers was chosen acting president, it will be seen
from the foregoing discussion that the trustees took a very active part
in administering the university, and that Peers was not given authority
commensurate with his responsibility. Moreover, by refraining to name
Peers to the full presidency, the trustees indicated to the general pubiie
a lack of confidence in Peers! ability. Thus at the outset Peers' chances
to succeed were narrowed. He faced a task thus encumbered, which several
stronger men under more conduecive circumstances met unsuccessfully.

(a) PROGEESSIVE PLAN FOR ADVANCEMENT .~~The academic department had
declined in numbers and in general reputation since Holley's departure,
although many elements of the leadership in Lexington and in Kentucky
generally were highly interested in maintaining that department on a high

22 Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, "Transylvania Unie
versity, An Address to the Public,” Lexington Observer and Kentuc @w
porter, 2 (May 2, 1833), 3.
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level, Their view was that professional departments could be added to
this nucleus in keeping with the needs of the community, but that the
repubtation of the institution in a large measure would depend upen the
ability of the academic faculty, their contributions in their respective
fields, the thoroughness of thelr instruction, the curriculum offered,
and, perhaps of first importance, the success of the graduates.

In discussing the academlc department of Transylvania University
(Morrison College), Peers observed that, while other universities had
been known to 'sastain® themgelves by their inherent strength through
periods of crisis, Morrison College must find a different solution for
her problems. 23 He pointed out that Morrisen College had to demonstrate
t;hat a college, after repeated failures under much more advantagous cir-
cumstances, must force itself into prosperity almost without resources
and despite numerous and appalling difficulties. 2h Peers openly chal-
lenged the trustees to refrain from exercising the administrative pre-
rogatives of the president's office, whem he asked that the executive
officers be left free to Mact in accordance with the dictates of the
genuine policy of the institution." Peers confidently accepted the chal~
lenge of the position with all of its hazards, but only on the condition
that he be granted fall administrative powers, 25

23 Benjamin O, Peers, op. cit., pp. 25-26.
2 1bid.
25 Ibid,
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Peers! blueprint for a progressive administration coniained four
main poin"osz 26 (1) that public opinion would have to be conciliated;
(2) that education at Transylvania must be adapted to the wants and de-
mands of the surrounding country; (3) that due to the low grade of
scholarship in the Western country, "preparatory" work would be of first
importance; and (4) that all citizens would have to cooperate if the
#fallow institution" were revived. In order to better public relations,
he suggested that the impression that the school was for the benefit of
the rich alone be_quashpd. He proposed that Transylvania become more
closely allied with popular education by making of the university a
state university in "reality." A state university should be the head of
a series of schools organized to serve &ifferent stages of mental develop-
ment and should maintain a friendly and wholesome relationship with schools
of every grade throughout the:state, he believed. Peers' most forward-
looking stai;ement in regard to educational conditions in Kentucky lay in
his suggestion that a department for educating teachers be established at

Transylvania, 27

In order to adapt education at Transylvania to the needs of the
western country, Peers recommended less emphasis upon the "dead languages,"
and more encouragement to "natural sciences.” 28 He stressed the impor-

tance of presenting arithmetic in its logical medium, in problems of

26 Ibid., pp. 25-28.

27 Peers' exact words were: "Let us establish in comnection with
Transylvania a department for educating teachers, and let us proffer its
advantages to all who aspire after respectable qualifications for this
most important office « « « " Ibid., p. 27.

28 Ibidm, Pp. 27"28‘
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Ngtore boys" and in terms of "ordinary marketing of their father's fami-
lies, without studying anew the very elements of arithmetic." The impor—
tance of spelling in an "ordinary note"™ or letter, or in a compositien,
was, along with the expression of ideas, a weakness of many graduates.
In regard to the quality of education, he spoke of "the comparatively
humble and laborious task of doing the preparatory work" because of the
“necessity of the case imposed upon us by the prostrate condition of the
institution.® In conclusion, he earnestly called upon his fellow citizens
to cooperate in the difficult task of reviving Transylvania's academic

college. 29

(v) PEmS' FATIURE .,~~Peers was inaugurated after President Woods had
been unsuc’eessful in ﬁringing Transylvania up to the level established
by Helley. That he too had been unable to accomplish this task empha-
sizes the possible existence of causal factors other than those commenly
indicated as reasons for failure. No entries in the board of trustees?
records identify the causes for failure, but it is probable that dis=
sensions (politieal and/or religious) and possibly personal factors
within the board accounted for many of the obst.acies faced by the school.

The minutes of the board of trustees reveal so little disagreement
over this period that a certain skepticism is raised in the reader's mind
as he scans these records. Had the board employed the services of a good
administrator and given him reasonable support, the standards of the Holley

period might well have been continued and even advanced, Had any one of

29 Ibido, P 28,
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the six administrators (Woods, Lutz, Peers, Coit, Marshall, or Davidson)
been given security and tenure over a period of ten years or more with
support from the board, all evidence points to the possibility that real
success would have been attained, The usurpation of the president's power
and authority by the board usually destroyed the initiative of the incum~
bent, and when the president was offered only unsatisfactory redress, 30
after an incident in which he was overruled by the board, retirement was
the only reasonable choice.

Peers struggled to initiate his ideas and to revitalize the academic
department, but succeeded only moderately. His fate was that of his prede-
cessor and of his successors; his results varied little from their attempts
at rgvitalizatien. The answer in each administration was only fair or
moderate sﬁccess. Woods, perhaps more than the others, proved that he was
not at fault by continuing as a fairly successful university sdministrator
elsewhere, His services at the University of Alabama were highly regarded;
as an educator he was well known and respected, and proved himself extreme~
1y capables In Woods' case, the inability to adjust himself to the South~
ern way of thinking cﬁrtailed his term of office at Alabama to a period

of six years. The ministry beckoned to some of the other presidents after

their resignations.

30 after vainly trying to get the trustees to make open charges ageinst
him, Peers brought suit against them, asserting that his dismissal in an
equivocal manner had given rise to doubts regarding his character. He was
obliged through a legal maneuver to abandon this effort at justification in
1837, See Grant C. Knight, "Benjamin Orr Peers," Dictionary of Amerdican
Biography, Vol. XIV, p. 389. New York: Charles Seribner's Sons s 1936,
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w&&@.ﬁﬁw. Thomas W, Coit came to Lexington from
Cambridge to £i11 a professorship in the Episcopal Theological Seminary at
Lexington. 31 He was elected president of the university on October 25,
1834, 32 but did not begin office until July 1, 1835. 3 Coit was not an
outstanding administrator but acquired some recognition through his write
ings and as an Episcopal rector. 34

(a) COIT'S PLAN FOR ADVANCEMENT.—The evidence available seems to
indicate that Coit was competent enoughito make a success out of the job
of president, However, contrary to the evidence available on the Holley
administration, where it was difficult to distinguish the poor economic
conditions from the political and religious controversies as forces op-
posing the university's progress, the failure of the Coit administration
appears to rest squarely upon the economic erisis and depression, which'
faced Kentucky and the entire nation in 1837 and for several years follow-
ing. There were other contributing factors, and though their importance
is not as significant as the former, they together with the former show
why the Protestant denominations abandoned Transylvania., The next adminis-

tration of Trangylvania was possibly its most secular up to this time. It

31 thig seminary was not actually connected with Transylvania, but a
rather close relationship was maintained during Coit's presidency. See

?ewis ﬁllins and Richard H. Collins, History of Kentucky, op. cit., Vol.
s Po .

32 nMinutes of the Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, October 25, 183‘¥, Vol, IV, Pe 3370

33 Ibid., July 1, 1835," Vol. IV, p. 349.

34 see sketch of Coit's life in Lewis Collins and Richard He Collins,
His‘bog! of Kentucg s OPs cit., Vol. I, Pe L1, ’
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has been shown how the Toulmin and Holley administrations followed many
secular objectives, the most revealing one from the standpoint of this
study being that plan to administer the university in such a ivay that
all denominations would be attracted tov it-——that the great Christian
ideas which virtually all denominations accepted were emphasizeds In
addition, the first lay président was installed and no indications of
any dencminational ties are evident for the period, 1838-1840,

Coit's presidency extended over a period of only two years and he
proved again that, without the support of the board of trustees and withe
out sufficient finaneial support, he could not regain the prestige which
the academic college had possessed during an earlier periods The finane
clal structure had during Coit's administration reéched its lowest ebb
and a new financial arrangement or plan became necessary, if the academic
college was to continue active, In fact the whole university was in
danger of failing, since the medical faculty had beem involved in a cone
troversy over a plan to move the medical school to Louisville, The result
of the need for refinancing the school led to a plan that becaﬁe known as
the Transylvania Institute, These two last points are subjects of later
discussions.

In conclusion it may be noted that Coit, a recognized scholar, had
plans for improving the general instructional area of the university, but
that he did not possess sufficient vigo;- or administrative ability teo
coordinate the different groups, who strongly desired tehsupport' an instie-
tution of higher learning in Kentucky into an efficient working body of
supporterss With little endowment and a very small budget, consisting
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largely of tuition fees, the academic college (and the university to a

large extent) was not strong emough in its present status to weather a

serious depressions

(b) COMPETITION FOR FUNDS.~-Two other forces stood in the way of
Transylvania's progress: the compbtition for funds by the newly created
state public system and the competition for students from the many newly
established church~related colleges, militafy schools, and professional
achools,

Although the public scheol system was not established in Kentucky
until 1838, there was considerable é.gitatian for and against such a system
several years prior to this time, Some of this agitation appeared as
articles in the various newspapers, the major part being signed by pseudo-
nyms. In some of these articles the competition between the public school

system and Transylvania University for state funds was apparent. An arti-

cle signed "Common Schools 35

was written in answer to several articles
entitled "Public Instruction,” and signed by M K______ n". "A K____ n"
favored more state funds for Transylvania, whereas, "Common Schools" ad-
vocated a first-rate public school system, The latter favored state funds
to Transylvania only if they were limited to a teacher training program
which, in turn, would mmisﬁ teachers for the public school system, once
the latter was initiated. Moreover, "Common Schools" took the view that
the public school system would in turn furnish studenta for the university.

(c) COMPETITION FOR STUDENTS,--Competition for students took a number

35 sgommon Schools,® "Public Instruction," Kentucky Gazette, 51
(February 20, 1836), 3.
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of forms. In addition to medicine and law, another type of sﬁecialized
professional education, civil engineering, was being taught in colleges
and universities. A School for Civil Engineering connected with George-
town College, Georgetown, Kentucky, was advertised extensively in 1836, 36
Bacon College, a Disciples of Christ church-related school, announced its
opening at Georgetown, Kentucky; 37 and Green Hill Seminary, Fayette

38 While

County, Kentucky, published announcements during this year.
these schools did not prove to be very sucecessful in their early organi-
zations, they thinned the ranks of students enrolling in any one in this
area.

This competition of school against school led to drastic action by
the trustees. The largest fees were collected in the medical schools,
and among such schools competition was keenest. Certain professors of
Transylvenia's medical faculty were active in establishing a rival medi-
cal school in Louisville. The bitterest resentment arose in Lexingten
and environs over thié action. An item in the Kentucky Gazette commented:
"We omitted in our last to announce the fact, that the Trustees of Trane
sylvania University had dismissed Dr. Charles Caldwell as a professor, and
then dissolved the Medical School; with a view to its reorganization, which,

we learn, is to take place in a few days." 39 Although Dr. Caldwell is

36 wSchool for Civil Engineers," Kentucky Gazette, 51 (September 6,
1836), 1.

Bg "Bacon College," Kentucky Gazette, 51V (November 17, 1836), 3.
35 wuGreen Hill Seminary," Kenmtucky Gazette, 51 (Pecember 12, 1836), 1.
39 "Transylvania University," Kemtucky Gazette, 52 (April 6, 1837), 2.
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now referred to as thé father of the Medical College of the University
of Louisville, ko he was attacked vigorously by the citizens of Lexing-
ton through the press. A more .detai.led account of the medieal depart~
ment appears later in this chapter.

Colleges were being established not only in Kentuckjr, but were mugh-
rooming in all the states. b This multiplicity of colleges of all types
proved to be one of the greatest hazards opposing the de.valoment of the

 older institutions. Transylvania was especially affected, since she
attracted students from all the Southern states, the border states to
the North, to some extent from the Western country, and even a few stu-

dents from the BEast, h2
Rise of Liberalism, 1838-1842

Satisfied that the Episcopalian denomination was either unable or
unwilling to support Transylvania formally or informally, the trustees
elected Dr. Louis Marshall, physician, brother of the renowned Chief

k0 Kentucky Writers Project, A Centennial History of the University of
Louisville, p. 38. Louisville: University of Louisville, 1937.

- b1 pPonald R. Tewksbury, Founding of Colleges and Universities Before
the Civil War, op. cit.

b2 § catalogue of the Officers and Studembs in the Medical and Law De~
partment of Transgylvanis University, January, 1833, p. 13. Lexington: The

University, 1833, A typical breakdown of the source of the 266 students
enrolled in the Medical Department in 1833 is as follows: Kentucky 75,
Tennessee 34, Alabama 22, Missiseippi 21, Virginia 20, Georgia,1s, South
Carolina 13, North Carolina 12, Missouri 3, Chio 2, Louisiana 1, Floride 1,
Pennsylvania 1, Illinois 1, New York 1, and France 1. The Law School's

39 enrollees in 1833 came from Kentueky 18, Ohio 6, New York 4, Mississippi
4, Temnessee 2, Illinois 2, Missouri 1, Indiana 1, and Pennsylvania 1l.
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Justice of the United States Supreme Court, and former president of
Washington College (now Washington and Lee University), to the acting
presidency. During this administration, 1838-1840, an extensive reor-
| ganization of the university took place. However, Marshall seems to have
had oniy a small part inkthe reorganization which was taking place during
this period. Thls period was the third in Transylvania's history, in _
which the administration was characterized by liberalism. The two other
periods included the Toulmin administration, 1794~1796, and the Holley
administration, 1818~1827, The administration of James Moore, 1796~
1804, might also be cited as a liberal one since it did not follow
Presbyterian sectarianism. During the Marshall administration the
trustees seem to have made no further effort to secure a denominational
tie for the university, but rather appeared to launch a liberal reor—
ganization. TFailures with both the Baptists and the Episcopalians as
supporting denominations may have influenced their course. Marshall's
term of office extended from July 2, 1838 to November 2, 1840, Fol-
lowing this liberal administration another tie with the Presbyterians
was attempted. Upon the failure of the latter after about two years#
duration, an unusual contract with the Methodist Episcopal Church waé
arranged, This period of Methodist influence is the subject of the
following chapter.
Reorganization period, 1838-1840.,—A far-reaching reorganization
took place in 1838, This reorganization was Lexington and Kentuoky
citizens' reaction to the possibility of a eolﬁplete failure of Transyl-

vania's academic department during the serious depression that followed
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the nation-wide financial ecrisis in 1837.

(a) PLAN OF REVIVAL.—A plan of a society to revive Morrison College
was announced on September 22, 1838, h3 The purpose of this soclety was
to obtain from the legislature an act to incorporate an organization to
consist of one hundred citizens of Kentucky, and graduates of Transyl-
vania University, with an anmnual subscription for five years, of one
hundred dollars eache The fund arising from these subscriptions would
be used for the endowment of professorships and buildings. On February
20, 1839, the legislature sanctioned this proposed plan by approving "An
Act to Incorporate the Transylvania Institute, and for Other Purposes;” b

The urgent need for a revival plan can be seeﬁ when some facts con=
cerning Morrison College are presented. An offieial report of 1838
showed that the number of students in the academic department was thirty,
total debts, $852, total income, $2,570, and expenses, $2,520. ks Prop-
erty of the university included the Morrison Pund, $20,000, nineteen
acres of ground in the City of Lexington, including the buildings of
Morrison College, etcs, $70,000; library and philosophical apparatus,
$5,000; Frankfort Bridge stock, twenty shares, $500; and a balance from
Morrigon's estate, but nncertain, carried at no value; total value of

property, $95,500s Despite the relatively low status of the academic

k3 wPlan of a Society," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 7 (Septem-
ber 22, 1838), 3.

bis wgn Aet to Incorporate the Transylvania Institute, and for Other
Purposes," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 7 (March 27, 1839), 1.

45 Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, "Report of the
Trustees of Transylvania University, to the Legislature of Kentucky,"
Lexington Observer and Reporter, 7 (January 2, 1839), 2.
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college, the universit.y. as a whole was still considered by observers to
be in good condition, L6

(b) REORGANIZATION ACCOMPLISHED.~~The Transylwania Institute was
devised not so much to place the academic department on an adequate basis
as to save it from financial disaster. The institute also contributed
substantially to the progress of the profess:i.onal schools by underwriting
new libraries and a new medical bullding. A total of eighty-one indivi-
dualsv subscribed $500 each for a total of $40,500, L7 but ‘only fifty-three
subscriptions were fully paid. 4B

The Trangylvania Institute Act was virtually a re-chartering of the
university. Where in 1818 the State of Kentucky asserted its full control
over the university, this control was now shared with the City of Lexington
and the Transylvania Institute in the following ratio of contrel, aceording
to the number of tms’éees each body could elect: the state, three; the
City of Lexington, three; and the Transylvania Institute, two. Actually,
control of the university was placed in the hands of the Transylvania

Institute and the City of Lexington, since they desired full control and
could outvote the state,

46 The local press spoke favorably of the university as a whele and
the press in other areas was not unenthusiastice See for example (Lewiss

burg, Tennessee) Democratic Mirror, copied in the Lexington Observer and
Beporter, 7 (September 22, 1838), 3. The latter mentions Transylvenia's
“pre—eminence® among its "distinguished contemporaries.t :

47 *Minutes of the Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, Lex
ington, March 21, 1839," Vol. V, p. l.

hs Ibid‘, March 21’ 1839, Vel. v’ Pe 70
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The new trustees 49 set up salary schedules, 50

and made arrange-
ments for increasing the amount of instructional materisls. Five thou-
sand dollars was granted for a law library, in order that a complete

set of English reports both common law and chancery, reports of the
supreme court of the United States, and of the principal state courts
could be procured. - Professors Peter and Bush, of the medical school,
were appointed as agents to Europe to purchase mediecal apparatus up to
$15,000, 52 53

Building plans for dormitories were drawn up, and the

plans for the new medical bullding site were approved in May, 1839. ok
(e¢) CAUSES RETARDING PROGRESS.—Wickliffe enumerated the basic
forces which had retarded Transylvania and his observation is backed
up by other evidence. Governor Charles A. Wickliffe, in his 1839 mes~
sage, asked for more assistance for the state university and for the
establishment of an agricuitural department on its campus, 55 An edi-

torial on the governor's message included the following comment: "It is

49 Madison C. Johnson, Henry Clay, Jr., and Benjamin Gratz repre-
sented the state; Harry I. Bodley, J. Bs Johnson, and Leslie Combs repre-
sented the City of Lexington; and Robert Wickliffe, Jr., and William M,
Brand represented the Transylvania Institute. See "Transylvania Univer-

sity, March 21, 1839," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 7 (March 23, 1839),

50 mfinutes of the Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, March 30, 1839," Vol. V, p. 15.
51 Ibid., March 30, 1839, Vol. V, p. 16.
52 "Minutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University, Lex~
ington, March 25 and April 1, 1839," pp. 190-91, 193.
"Transylvania Medical School," Observer and Reporter, 7 (April 6,

1839), 3. It was stated that the agents expected to return early in Octo-
ber, with the "fpuits of their mission.n

53 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, Lex~
ington, May 3, 1839, Vol. V, p. 26,

54 Ibido, Hay 7, 1839, Vol, V, Pe 310

55 ®Governor's Message—Education—Agriculture," Observer and Repor-
ter, 8 (December 7, 1839), 3.
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now nearly beyond the memory of man, since her / Transylvania Univerw
sity's] elaims have been urged upon the General Assembly by any of
our Governors.” 56 The editor continued by saying that it had become
a fashion with demagogues to oppose the university; but the recent
effort of her friends and the favorable support of the governor seemed
to indicate that Transylvania was going to progress. However, Governor
Wicklirfe'é words fell upon fallow ground; the state continued its re-
luctance to legislate more financial support for the university.

The university's role as a political football seemed to continue
during this period. Contemporary newspaper accounts reveal a typlcal
press controversy between the democrats and whigs. The Obgerver ka.nd
Reporter reprinted certain political accusations against Transylvania
from the Kentucky Gazette of April 2, 1840: #It will not be disputed

we expect, that the democratic party contribute as freely and as fully
to the support of that institution / Transylvania_7, by direct or in-
direct pecuniary contributions, er by sending their sons to it for edu~
cation, as do the whigs."” o7 Therefore, the writer concluded, the
democrats had a right to expect that the means of education placed in
the hands of their opponents should not be perverted, causing the uni-
versity to be transformed into a seminary for the proselytism of party
doctriness A further observatien noted that Transylvania was not with-
out a rival (note especially, Georgetown and Centre Colleges s strong-
holds of the Baptists and Presbyterians, respectively), and that no

56 (Editorial), Observer and Reporter, 8 (December 7, 1839), 3.
57 Observer and Re rter, 9 (April 4, 1840), 3.
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hesitancy would be shown in endeavoring to convert her mistakes inte
another's benefit. 58

An Observer editor wrote that, in order to retain their power, the
democrats would hesitate at no means of destruction. Rather than give up
their offices, they were willing to sacrifice the best institutions of the
59

countrye. Continuing, he stated: “Being now in power, they are deter-

mined to scatter universal ruin before they yield up the control of the
government . ,

It can be seen that the causes mentioned by Hobert Wickliffe, Jr.,
in his medieal hall address are substantiated by other observers. The
state's refusal to adopt a serious financial underwriting of the state
university, and continued use of the university as a political weapon,
were two open csuses retarding the progress of Transylvania. A hint of
denominational opposition to the liberal state university was indicated
when the statement was made to the effect that Transylvania's rivals
stood ready to convert her (Transylvania's) mistakes into their (rival
colleges) benefits, While no substantial evidence supports this obserw
vation, it may be assumed that the established denominations took definite
steps to support their own church-~related colleges in preference to the
liberal quasi state university.

The Davidson administration, 1840-1842.--While the trustees probably
had an ulterior motive in mind when they called Rev. Robert Davidson, a

58 Ibid.
59 Ibide, Editorial, pe 3.
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60 the merits of

Presbyterian clergyman, to the presidency in July, 1840,
such a motive were soon dispelled. The Presbyterians had labored and
struggled to build their own college at Danville (Centre College), and
they were not willing to take any action that would weaken this college;
ald of almost any description would probably have worked to the disadvan-
tage éf Centre, due to some extent to their proximity. Davidson entered
his office with the hope, courage, ard confidence of many of his prede-
cessors, but he soon resigned himself to the fate of fiailure, again, like
most of his predecessors. His desire to succeed is expressed in the fole
lowing passage from his inaugural address: "To this new organization your
eyes are directed, not with out anxiety--perhaps, after so many unsuccess-
ful experiments, not without fears—for resuscitating the long buried
glory of Transgylvania, and restoring her pristine honors." 61

Since this administration was unable to obtain any denominational tie
other than a clergyman president, it is treated as a liberal administra-
tions As a quasi state institution and in competition with the church-
related schools of the state, Transylvania during this period was of
necessity a liberal school.

(a) DISINTEREST OF THE PRESBYTERIANS,.-<Davidson was unable to succeed
in securing from the Presbyterians any whole-hearted éupport for the uni-
versity during his administration. Consequently, he was unable to report

60 wiinutes of the Board of Trustees s Transylvania University, Lex=
ington, July 3, 1840, Vol. V, p. 65.

61 Robert Davidson, A Vindication of Colleges and College Endowments,
An Inaugural Address Dellvered in the Chapel of Morrison College, Novem—
ber 2, 1840, p. 1. Lexington: The University, 1840,
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any brilliant success or to fill the university with students. Centre,
the distinctively Presbyterian college, had by this time become firmly
established in the affections of the church, and any plea for support
coming from Transylvania University encountered a deaf ear., Davidson
soon recognized this, and despaired of being able to stem the tide of
general depression now setting in agein; hindered in his work by numer-
ous and vexatious embarrassments, he resigned after a "vigorous, but ine
effectual struggle.® 62 Although immediately appointed Superintendent
of Public Instruction of Kentucky by Governor Letcher, he declined the

honor. 63

The board of trustees in resolving on a tender of the university
(1o &+, the academic college and preparatory department) to the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Kemtucky in September, 1841, ok probably vexed David—
son into resigning. |

The board of trustees, after many disappointments in the selection
of leaders, decided upon the importance of securing the support of one
of the Protestant denominations which did not have a strong school of
its own in Kentuckye, Although the Methodist Episcopal Church had its
own school in Augusta (Kentucky), the trustees were able to hegotiate
successfully with this denomination, and a new period of expansion was

begun upon their acceptance of the management of the academic department.

| 62 Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky,
Pe 319. New York: Robert Carter Co., 1847,

63 Inid,

6k mMinutes of the Board of Trustees, Tran Ini
sylvania University, Lex-
ington, September 21, 1841, Vol. V, p. 93: v
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The next chapter deals with the Methodists! connection with Transylvanias

for eight years.
Professional Educational Eminence, 1828-1842

The professional schools blossomed during this period, reaching
heights of achievement matched by no other college or university in the
United States. The medical school of the University of Pennaylﬁnia pro-
bably was stronger than that of Transylvania and the law school of Harvard
University took the lead from Transylvania in 1838, but considering the
schools as a professional team, Transylvania led the nation.

Amepica's second most eminent medical school.--The medical school of

- Transylvania University ranked in enrollment, eminence of faculty,‘ library
facilities, and quality of instruction second only to the medical school
of the University of Pennsylvania during this period. 65

65 Robert Wickliffe, An Address Delivered on the Oecgasion of Laying

the Cornmer Stone of the New Medical Hall of Transylvania University, July,
1829, ps 28, Lexington: Noble and Dunlap, Printers, 1839,

See Robert Peter, Thoughts on Medical Education in Ameprica, p. 12.
Lexington: The University, 1838, Comparative enrollments for leading
medical schools for the academic year, 1834~35 were: University of Pennsyl-
vania, 392; Transylvania University, 255; Jefferson Medical College (Phila-
delphia), 233; Harvard, 82; and Yale, 6i. ;

Francis R. Packard, History of Medicine in the United Stateg, Vol.
I, p. 1078, New York: Paul Hoeber, Inc., Publishers, 1931,

See "Kentucky," Niles Weekly Register, 29 (January 29 (January 21,

1826), 326, "There are 282 students in the medical school of the Transyl-

vania Univergity——a number that is exceeded only in one instance in the
United States . o o of

See "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, January 1, 1829," Vol. IV, p. 112. The mediecal school "now
the Second School of the kind in America will then be able to compete on
equal terms with its only rival——that of Philadelphia."

See "A Friend to Truth," "Transylvania Medical School," Kentucky
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(a) MULTIPLICATION OF MEDICAL SCHOOLS.~With the establighment of a
medical school in Louwisville by Centre College in 1833, °° in addition to
the gradual maturing of from one to three medical schools in Cincinnati
(which earlier haé greatly fluctuated), 67 the medical faculty braced it
self for stronger competition. Dr. Caldwell was speaking for the entire
Transylvania University Medical Faculty when he delivered his address,
"Thoughts of the Impolity of Multiplying Schools of Medicine," in 1834. 68
Caldwell emphasized the fact that the medical séhool of Transylvania pos-

sessed the several "provislons and fitness" enumerated in his address,

but in several lnstances implied recognition of the growing threat of

Gazette, 52 (April 20, 1837), 1. "Kentucky has hithertc stood prominent
among the States as possessing the gecond Medical School in the Nation."

See Charles Caldwell, A Report Made to the Legislature of Kentucky
on the Medical Department of Transylvania University, February, 1l5th,
1836, pps 8-9. Lexington: J, Clarke and Co., Printers, 1836. "The
Medical Department of the University of Penhsylvania, an institution
whose age is near a century, and which stands in the midst of a dense
and wealthy population, has alone surpassed her."

See No R. Smith to Robert Peter, Dean, Mediecal Faculty, Transyl-
vania University, letter, dated Lexington, January 7, 1841 copied in
"Minutes of the Medical Department of Transylvenias University,_ Lexington,
February 2, 1841," pp., 219-20. "/ Transylvania University is / decidedly

the best-endowed Medical School in Ameriea. Its patronage, and the en-
rollments of its classes are second to those of but one « « + "

66 James VConqnes‘b Cross, "Medical Colleges," Lexington Obgerver and

Kentucky Reporter, 26 (December 19, 1833), 2.

7 The Cincinnati medical schools experienced a fluctuating existence
during this periods Some of these were Miami University Medical School,
the Medical College of Bhio, and the Cincinnati Medical College.

68 Charles Caldwell, Thoughts of the Impolity of Multiphying Schools

of Medicine. Lexington: Lexington Medical Society, 1834. Ppe 35. Also
published in the

Transylvania Journal of Medicine and The Agsociate
Sciences, 7 (August, 183L), 221-42.

9 Ibide, Pe 29,
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Louisville as a center for medical training., Another problem, that of
scarcity of anatomical specimens, which was consistently denied by the
Transylvania Medical Faculty, may have placed Lexington at a disadvantage
in competition with the much more rapidly growing river cities, Louisville

70

and Cincinnati, In order to withstand the new competition, potential

and actual, the medical faculty requested Dr. Caldwell to approach the
state legislature for funds for books and other aids to instruction from
Europe. n Caldwell pleaded for state aid for the medical school, and
presented the history of state aid to higher education in several other
72

states, but to no avail, The city council of louisville made a hand-

some offer to Transylvania University which involved the moving of the
medical school to Louisville, '> Dr. Caldwell wrote that the whole facul—
ty was disrupted and dissatisfied during the winter of 1836-37, when the

controversy over the movement of the mediecal school was taking place. &

70 See Charles Caldwell, Autobiography of Charles Caldwell, pp. 38%
90, Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo, and Company, 1855. Cgldwell wrote

that the tardy growth of Lexington as compared to Louisville and Cincinnati,
and the scarcity of anatomical "subjects" for dissection, were frequent
discussions between Dr. Dudley and himself,

71 wMinutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
Lexington, November 25, 1835," p. 134.

72 Charles Caldwell, A Report Made to The Legislature of Kentucky,
gn the Medical Department of Transylvania University, February 15th, 1836.

Pe 3he ' : :

73 For a rather detailed picture of the Transylvania medical school
controversy between the C%ty of Louisville and Transylvania University,
see Kentucky Writers' Pw?giet of the Work Projects Administration, 4 Cen-
tennial History of the University of Louigville, p. 27, ILouisville:
University of louisville, 1939, ‘

7h Charles Caldwell, Autobiography, op. git., pe 400.
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(b) FACULTY SPLIT.-~Caldwell proceeded with the support of Lonis-
ville authorities to establish a medical school in Louisville. He address-
ed a mass meeting at the Radical Methodist Episcopal Church in Louis-
ville on March 30, 1837, in which he presented a detailed plan for a medi-

cal scheol in Louilsville, &

The cities of Lexington and Loulsville by
this time had become openly hostile. The neivspapers of boﬁh cities were
attacking the citizens of the other. The Lexington papers centered a
large amount of their vilification upoh Dr. Caldwell, while the Louls~
ville press explained Lexington's lack of hospital facilities and anatomi-
cal specimens for dissecting pufposes. 76 Lunsford P, Yandell, Sr., a
party in the conflict, wrote of the affair sane time later, stating that
"Lexington, the most eligible site for a medical school when it was organs
ized, was now admitted to be deficient in some of the elements essential
to the establishment of a great and enduring institution.” 7 Le:dnghen
had no hospital and furnished very precarious and inadequate means for
anatomical study in 1837, 10

(c) REORGANIZATION,~-The medical school of Transylvania was reorgan—
ized, 79 and. contimied to flourish despite the split in the faculty and

75 Charles Caldwell, Autobiography, ope git., DPe 403k

76 ;A Friend to Truth," "Transylvania Medical School," Kentucky
Gazette, 52 (April 20, 1837),.1. This artiecle of six columns and many
others appeared in April, 1837, in the Lexington and Louisville presses.

See Lexington Intelligencer and (Louisville) Public Advertiser
for the perlod February 6 to March 25, 1837,

77 Lunsford P. Yandell, Sr., Hlstg_z:z of the Medical Demrtment of
?_ge University of Leuisville s Pe 9o ui | Office of the Journal,
526 . _
78 Ibid., pp. 10-18,

79 "Transylvania University Medical Department," Kentueky Gazette,
52 (August 3, 1837), 3.
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other controversies in 1836-37. Citizens of Lexington, aroused from their
apathy by the attempt to transfer their medical school to a rival city,
supported it with renmewed vigor. Of no little importance to the Transyl-
vania Medical School was its devoted corps of alumni upon whom it could
rely in times of distress, and a high ranking name among medical schools,
which the success of nineteen sessions had been constantly strengthening
and exbend_ing. The Transylvania Medical School continued to maintain a
high place among medieal schools for over a score of years after this con-
troversy.

(d) EXPANSION OF MEDICAL SCHOOL FACILITIES,—The medical school faci-
lities were greatly .expanded duringn this péfiod. With plans submitted for
a new medical building, 8 and approved by the trustees, 8L and with $15,-
allotted for additiens to the medieal library and for instructional
materials, 82 the medical department assumed high ambitions in the field
of medical educatien. & Dr. Robert Peter and Dr. James M. Bush were sent

80 "Minutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, March 28, 1839, pe 192. :

&1 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, Lexing-

ton, M&y 7’ 1839’" VQlo V, Po 310

82 "Minutes oi‘ the Medical Department of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, March 25, 1839," pp. 190-91, ‘

&3 Robert Wicklitfe, Jdr., An Address Delivered on the Occasion of
Laying the Corner Stone of the New Medical Hall, Transylvania Univer-

sity, July, 1839, p., 28, Lexington: Noble and Dunlop, Printers, 1839.

.5
B9

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



220
to Europe by the medical school for the purpose of buying instructional
8l

materials.

America's leading law school.~~Transylvania was America's leading law
school from 1829 to 1838. | '

(a) CCMPARISON WITH OTHER LAW SCHOOLS.~-Although the number of students
studying law at Transylvania, Hérvard, Yé.le, and Virginia for the period,
1828 to 1838, did not differ very much, Transylvania is conceded by the
Carnegie study, Iraining for the Public Profession of the Law, to have been
the largest in point of enrollment, 8 See Table 1, page 221, for more
complete figures on enrollments during this period. |

While there are few other strictly objective bases upon which ‘tho;se
law schools may be compared, from the standpoint of the number of profes-—
sors Transylvania led the fielde Transylvenia in July, 1838, was the first
law séheol in America to employ three professors. 8 After the reorganiza-

tien in July, 1838, the course of study was enlarged to such an extent

84 pr, Robert Peter to Dean Thomas D. Mitchell, Medical Department,
Transylvania University, letter, dated London, England, August 22, 1839;
published im part in the Observer and Reporter, 8 (September 18, 1839), 3.

"Medical Department, Transylvania University," Observe .
porter, 8 (Qetober 30, 1839), 3. | v

Those De Mitchell, Dean, "Transylvania University Medical Depart—
ment," Observer and Reporter, 8 (September 18, 1839), 3. ‘

85 Alfred Z. Reed, Traiming for the Public Profession of the Law:
Historical Development and Principal Contemporary Problems of Legal Edu-
cation in the United States, pp. 118, 142, 143, Bulletin Number Fifteen.
New York: The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 1921,

86 Ibide, Pe 182 (footnote).
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TABLE 1

COMPARATIVE ENROLIMENT FIGURES OF FOUR LEADING LAW SCHOOLS,
1828-1840

Transylvania % Harvard b Yale Law © Bniversity d

Year Law School Law School School of Virginia
Law Schoel

1828-29 (Inactive) 6 20 27
182930 24 2 21 23

' 1830-31 2 33 16
1831-32 37 40 kb 29
1832-33 39 38 3 37
183334 soe 51 39 48
183435 36 32 45 33
1835-36 coe 52 31 67
1836-37 voo 50 31 55
1837-38 soe 63 33 67
1838-39 ooe 78 32 54
1839-40 At 86 45 n

8 Figures from Transylvania University catalogues,
b, ¢, and d pyonres from Alfred Zo Reed, Training for the Public

Profession of the Law, p. 450, Bulletin Number Fifteen. New York:
The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 1921.
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that it became the most comprehensive of any law school in the United
States, Harverd and Yale not excepted. 87 Kerr wrote that the $5,000
appropriated for the law library in March, 1839, soon made Transylvania's
tone of the largest, if not the largest and best selected, law libra.rieé
then assembled in the United States. 88

(v) GEORGE ROBERTSON, PROFESSCR OF LAW, 18341857 ~The law school's
most successful professor was George Robertson, who held this position for
twenty-three years, fram 1834 to 1857. When Robertson accepted the pro-
fessorship of law, he advised the law class as follows:

Her fate [ Transylvania _7 depends in no inconsiderable degree on
the conduct of her sons. They may reflect honor, and raise her, or bring
shame and sink her in the opinion of a scrutinizing public; and none of
those who will be nourished at her breast will have more influence on her
destinies than the pupils of her law department. 89

Judge Robertson emphasized to every class two admonitions, The first
was "Heditation is necessary to a full knowledge of the law." Second:
"ﬂienta however bright, knowledge however great, will be unavailing or
pernicious without habitual industry, systematic prudence and perfect
honor." In his reminiscences after retirement this distinguished jurist
wrote of his connection with the law school:

e « o I helped to make more than twelve hundred lawyers, scattered
over the United States, but principally over the Western, Southern and

87 Charles Kerr, "Transylvanis University's Law Department ,“ Ameri-
cana, 31 (January, 1937), 35-36,

88 Ibide, ppe 36~37.

- 89 George Robertsen (1790-1874), Scrap Book on Law and Politicg, Man
and Times, p. 48, Lexington: Published by the author, 1855,
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Northwestern States and Territories. They left me all right in fundamen-
tal politics, and many of them have become distinguished jurists and States-
men, occupying high places at the bar, on the bench and in the legislative
councils State and National, For the labor and privation encountered in
their tutelage, I feel more then compensated by the assuring hope that the

seed I sowed will, by its wholesome fructification, help to save our ine
stitutions and bless our posterity., 70

Robertson's reputation as a ‘jurist was high; he was an able orator,
and a writer of some note. a

(¢) REORGANIZATION,—The Transylvania Law School was reorganized in
July, 1838, %2 After Professor Mayes! resignation the trustees decided to
create a new professorships The folléwing assignments were made: Aaron
K, Woolley, professor of natural law, the elements of the common law, and
mercantile law; Thomas A, Marshall, professor of the law of contracts, of
evidence and pleading; and George Robertson, professor of constitutional
law, the law of comity--end equity in its various branches. %3

The press reaction to this reorganization was complimentary. An

9% Ibido, Pe 146,

9 For details of Robertson's life, including his service in the U, S,
Houge of Representatives and as supreme judge of Kentucky, see E, Mérton
Coulter, "George Robertson,® Dictionary of American Biography, op. git.,
Vol. XVI, pp. 22-23. | |

George Robertson, An Outline of the Life of George Robertson,
Written by Himself, with an Introduction and Appendix by his Son. Lexing-
ton: Transylvania Press, 1876. Pp, 270. «

92 wMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, July 2, 1838," pp. 412-13, ’ :

93 Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, "Transylvania Law
School," Cbserver and Reporter, 7 (August 29, 18385 s Lo
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editorial referred to the prospects of a eclass in the law school as *highly
flattering," and peinted to the reorganization of the department, albng
with the distribution of the various branches of the science, as having
9%

"given the most entire satisfaction."” Two months later, at the begin-
ning of the reorganized term, another editorial spoke of the "prospects
of a large class in the Law Department of Transylvania® as "better than
they have been for severél years." 9 Only a few statistie§ are avail-
able for the law department for this periodes The enrollment for the year,
1839-40, was seventy-cne, % and the number of graduates for the year,

1841-42, was forty-four, i These figures lndicate that the law school
was in a highly flourishing condition during this period.

Summary

It has been shown that several attempts to secure support behind the
university by aligning it with one or another denomination: were not suce
cessful. The unofficial Baptist connection failled because that denomina-
tion chose to establish a school wholly under its control at Georgetown.

9% vTpansylvania Medical and Law Schools," Observer and Reporter, 7
(September 22, 1838), 3. ;‘ .
95 "The Law School," Observer and Reporter, 7 (November 7, 1838), 2.

96 Annual Announcement of the Medicsl Department of Transylvania
University, 184041, pe 1l. Lexington: The University, 1841.

97 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University,
Lexington, February 25, 1842," Vol, V, pe 104.
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The Episcopalian affiliation was not official and it too was not success-
ful, probably because of its relatively small number of members and their
general lack of interest. A bid to the Presbyterians, after they had vir-
tually forgotten about the school of their first love, proved to be com—
pletely ineffective. Efforts of the trustees, who were still under the
control of the state, proved powerless in advaneing the reputation of the
university. During this period the movement to establish sectarian schools
was encouraged, bringing about more competition for the state university.
Evidence that the 1iberalism-sectarian controversy was waning is seen in
the lack of sectarian opposition to the reorganization of Transylvania in
1839, when control was placed in the hands of the Transylvania Institute
(ﬁtm votes), City of Lexington (three votes), and the State of Kentucky
(three votes). This reorganization seems to have been a schems by citizens
of Lexington to wrest control from the state, which had been so reluctant
to support the school. This reorganization spurred the professional
schools on to greater achievement, but was not a very strong incentive in
revitalizing the academic department.

During this period of fourteen years the law school had been con-
ceded by many authorities to have led the field, relinquishing its top
position to Harvard in 1838. The mediecal school was a regional if not a
national school, drawing students from some ten to twenty states and
holding an unofficial ranking of second place in America only to the
famous University of Pemnsylvania medical school at Philadelphia., Some
evidence has been presented indicating that Transylvania Seminary, 1780-
1799, and Transylvania University, 1799-1818, were, in effect, quasi
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public schools. Since no change was made in the charter until 1835,
this quasi public character of Transylvania remained unchanged until
that time, In 1818 the state demonstrated its prerogative of control
when replacing a board which it labeled sectarian with one which it
termed liberal, The state had demonstrated some of its power during
the seminary periode Then, Transylvania must be considered a quasi
public school from 1780 to 1839, However, the state did surrender its
control in 1839 when it passed a reorganization act placing control inte
a combination of private and municipal hands. Further, accomplishments
of the university prior to 1839 are those of America's first quasi state
university to achieve national prominences

Causes preventing Trangylvania from reaching the founders' goals
included those mentioned in previous chapters. Of especial importance
was the lack of support, both finaneial and from the standpoint of
leadership. Truly the leadership furnished by the City of Lexington
in raising large sums of money and in maintaining Transylvania through
the financial panic of 1837 and the depression that followed was signi-

ficant. But since the support soon declined, the school, as a conse-

quence, declined also.
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CHAPTER VIII
METHODIST EXPANSION; LIBERAL DECLINE, 1842-1856

The first section of this chapter deals with the period, 18h2-1850,
during which the academic department was through the medium of a written
contract placed under the management of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
In 1844 when the Northern and Southern branches of Methodism separated,
the academic department's control virtually (but not formally) shifted
to the Methodist Episcopal Church South. In 1850, after a period of
splendid progress, the entire university had begun to show serious de-
cline. This period of decline continued until 1856 when the state legis-
lature gave new hope to the university by reorganizing it and appropri=-

ating money for a teacher training department,

Methodist Control of Morrisen ‘College

Tender of academic college control.—The trustees of the university
made a tender of Transylvania University to the Methodist Episcopal Church
through the medium of the Kentucky Conference in session in Mays\((.ille,
Kentucky, in September, 1841, 1 The Kentucky Conferénce, in s far as it
was competent for them to act under the circumstances, accepted the tender
of the university in behalf of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United
States, and appointed commlssioners in behalf of the Kentucky Conference,
to confer with the Commissioners of the General Conference in an effort to

1 mfinutes of the Board of Trustees of Tpansylvania University, Lexe
ington, September 21, 1841," Vol. V, ps 93.

227
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secure favorable action in relation to the proposition from the trustees
of Transylvania University. 2

Final contract.—~The final agreement between the Church and the trus-
tees was reached on June 3, 1842, when the stipulations set up by the
Church were agreed to, and the agreement was signed by Rev., Bascom and
Madison C. Johnson, chairman of the board of trustees. 3 The Kentucky
Conference at its September, 1842, session nominated the faculty for the
academic department of the university and appointed a committee of five
clergymen as a visiting committee to attend the examinations of the aca-
demic department and to report its condition and prospects to the next
gsession., The Kentucky Conference also agreed to cooperate with the
Church at large, in efforts to make Morrison College a success, and re-

solved to attempt to endow a professorship of English Literature in the

college. b

Defect of agreement .~-This agreement between the university trustees
and the Methodists failed to receive the approval of the legislature, but
was entered into in spite of this faet. 5 A great deal of oppositien to
this agreement arose in both the Kentucky and Ohio Conferences. The

agreement was seriously objected to by the citizens of Augusta and the

2 Annual Announcement of Transylvanis University, 1843, pe 9« Lex-
ington: The University, 1843.

3 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex=
ington, June 3, 1842," Vol. V, pp. 117-19,

b Annual Announcement of Transylvania University, 1843, pp. lh-15.
Lexington: The University, 1843.

5 Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky,
OR. git., P. 320.
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trustees of Augusta College, who presented their objections to the state
legislature, urging that it was a repudiation of "plighted faith" to that
college, since its own charter called for the utmost and undivided efforts
of the Ohio and Kentucky Conferences. 6 The agreement was also opposed in
the committee of the House of Representatives by the friends of Augusta
College, who uniting with the friends of the president of Transylvania
University (who also forwarded a remonstrance on the part of himself and
the faculty to the legislature) killed the bill proposing its sanctionm,
before it came before the floor for a vote. 7

The grave error of the Methodists seemed to lie in the complicated
structure of their agreement with the trustees. A more lasting agreement
and one which would seem better to satisfy the aims of the Methodists
would have included the control of the entire university. Administration
of the academic department under the conditions 2s drawn up and agreed to
were too detailed and contained too many administrative bodies to allow
for clearly defined authority. In addition, a university under the control
of the Church would probably have enlisted a number of conferences in its

support--perhaps, all the South; but not so a mere "college," of which

6 miemorial of the Trustees of Augusta College, dated, Augusta, Ken-
tucky, PFebruary 3, 1843," pp. 2, 3, and 15. Manuscript. Typewritten copy
in Transylvania College, Lexington.

7 See Memorial Appended to the Visiting Committee's Report, dated,

Lexington, Kentucky, January 19, 1842," pp. 10-13, Manuseript. Typewritten
copy in Transylvania College, Lexington.

"Memorial of the Trustees of Augusta College, dated, Augusta, Ken-
tucky, February 3, 1843." op. cit. ,

"Reply of the Commissioners of the Kentucky Conference, dated, 1843."
Manuscript. Typewritten copy in Transylvania College, Lexington.
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there were ali'eady many under the control of the annual conferences, most
of which had pledged previously to support one or more colleges. Had the
entire university been placed under the control of the church, there
would have been the object of giving sons of Methodists a literary and
a professional education in the same university, and that a church insti-
tution. 8 Any controversy along lines of liberalism versus sectarianism
for the period, 1842-1850, is not apparent in the sources. But competi-
tion in Central Kentucky from the less liberal Presbyterians and Baptists
at Danville and Georgetown was quite apparent. Efforts to build a great
central university, although sectariam in character, were in their final
analysis efforts to build a state university. The state legislature re-
tained authority to recover control of‘Morrison College during this eight-
year period by simply giving reasonable notice of a desire to resume con-—
trol under conditions prevalling prior to the agreement with the Methodists.
The professional schools continued to operate under prosperous circume

stances until 1849, when a sharp decline began to show.
. Bageom and Methodist Expansionism, 1842-1850

Orgenization for progress.--Rev. Henry Bidleman Bascom, Methodist
minister and professor of moral science and belles-lettres at Augusta
College, Augusta ‘(Kentucky), was elected to the acting presidency on

September 21, 1842, 9 Bascom was censored for accepting this position,lo

8 Moses M. Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, p. 276, Louiaﬂ
ville: Morton and Griswold, 1854,

9 Annual Announcement of Transylvania University, 1843, op. git., pe

he 10 Bascom stated that he had served Augusta for as little as $700 a
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since there was a college already under the care of the Kentucky Conference,
and there were many who were not willing to abandon the old college for the
newe. However, the majority were ready to pledge support to the newly ace
quired school, and were anxious to withdraw the endowment funds of the
Conference from Augusta, and appropriate them to Lexington. Prolonged
law suits resulted, in which Bascom bore the chief burdemn of toil, ex-
pense, and general ammoyance, n While the General Conference had pro-
hibited the commissioners from appropriating any church funds to the |
support of the university, the Kentucky Conference pledged to procure
students, to endow one progqssership, and to bring over their Augusta
funds, proﬁded that they could be recovereds They succeeded in attrace
ting many students and éndoved a professorship in pert, but were unable
| to obtain any funds from Augustas 12
Since the board of curators was given authority to nominate the
members of the faculty, the Kentucky Conference at its session at Lexe
ington in September, 1842, appointed the remaining members of the
faculty. However, even the Methodists did not show a united front; they
established a plan of sectarian controlled education, which gave promise
as great as the support that could be mustered in its favor. Their

year and at no time received more than $1,000, and never in any year re~
ceived more than half of his salary in cash. For the last six sessions
he had received only one dollar in five of his salary in money. He wrote:
"My expenses in eleven years have exceeded my income by at least five
thousand dollars « « . and yet I am charged with ingratitude.”" See Moses
M, Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, op. git., P. 277.

11 Ibid., ppe 277-78. v

12 Annusl Announcement of Transylvania University, 1843, ope cit., De

4.
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support in at least one respec£ was gratifying, in that it produced a
large studemt body. 13 An agricultural curriculum was considered and
discussed, but was not placed in operation at this time. L

Favorable reports on the new administration.—Many offieial reports
were submitted covering various functions of Transylvania University
during this period. The committee of visitation appointed by the Kentucky
Conference in September, 1842, returned "a most gratifying report of the
present condition and prosperity of the Institution," and recommended the
university to the patronage and support of the Church at large, and, within
limits, of the Kentucky Conference especially. 15 The governor in his
message of December 31, 1842, complimented the university, making the
oft-repeated predic’oié_n that it promised to become "highly useful,” and
that it would now fulfil the expectations of its warmest friends. 16

The joint committee of the Kentucky Legislature on Transylvania Uni-
versity reported the condition of the medical, law, and academic depart-

ments, calling attention to the excellent condition of the medical

13 The student body reached a total of 496, with 217 in the academic

department in 1842-43; and a total of 552, with 278 in the academic de-
partment in 1843k,

1l see Moses M Henkle, The Moral Dignity and General Claims of Agri-
cultural Science, An Address Delivered in the Chapel of Transylvania Uni-
versity at the Commencement of Morrison College, July 18th, 1843. Frank-
fort: The University, 1843, Pp. 15.

See also "Henry B. Bascom to Rev. M. M, Henkle, letter, dated

Transylvania University, Lexington, Kentucky, July 24, 1843," published
in Moses M. Henkle, The Moral Dignity . . «, op. git., P. 2.

15 B, T, Crouch, Chairman, "The Committee of Visitation Appointed
by the Late Kentucky Conference to Attend the Annual Commencement Exer—
cises in Transylvania University, Lexington, Kenmtucky, July 20, 1843,"
Annual Announcement of Transylvania University, 1843, op. cit., p. 15.

16 R, P, Letcher, "Governor's Message, Frankfort, Kentucky, December
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department, Considering the severe financial depression of the entire
nation, the committee said that the decrease in students was slight and
that the distinguished professors guaranteed continued usefulness of this
"permanently and well established school," The law school was "realizing
the fondest anticipations of its most devoted friends," and the academie
department was bidding "fair to resuscitate this venerable Institution,"
the committee e:nphasized; They pointed out that no sectarian principleé
were inculeated, but that order, as well as "a proper observance of all
the requirements of refined and religious society, together with striet
economy, is required of each and every student." While not asking for
state funds immediately, due to current depressing financial conditions,
the committee hoped that in more prosperous times the legislature would
make some appropriations for buildings and other permanent improvements.

The board of overseers also commented upon the status of the univer-
sity in 1843, They reported that the university's funds amounted to
about $70,000 bearing interest, that it was out of debt, and that the
income from this source and from tuition fees was amply sufficient to
place it upon a safe and independent footing. They found that the late
examinations and commencement were highly gratifying, that the performance
of the students was creditable to themselves and to the institution, and
that the faculty seemed to possess the entire confidenece of the students

and of the citizens. The board believed that the university under its

31, 1842, Annual Announcement of Transylvania Uni ity, 1843 .
Pe 16, I’Jubl:l.shed in part. o yerst s ORe cit.,
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compact with the Methodists (if permitted to proceed undisturbed) would
regain and maintain its former standing among the literary institutions
of the country. 17

The governor and the trustees also evaluated the university. The
former wro”oe President Bascom of his gratification with the commencement
exercises, as well as with the present condition, management and future
prospects oi' the university. 18 The trustees resolved: %That the con-
nection between the University and the Methodist Episcopal Church con-
tinues to receive their unqualified approval; and the Board take pleasure
in bearing testimony of the ability and industry of the Faculty, of the
vigor infused into the Institution under their charge, and of the merited
success which has already attended their administration.t 19

Methodist General Conference, 184ke--A division between the Northern

and Southern Methodists took place at the Methodist General Conference in

1844s Since Transylvania's Morrison College was under contract to the
Methodist Episcopal Church, this division caused some changes in the
mansgement of this college. President Bascom was a delegate to the con-

ference which met in New York City, and as chairman of the board of

17 njohn He McHenry, In Behalf of the Board of Overseers, Transylvania
University, Lexington, Kentucky, August 16, 1843, to Rev. H. B, Bagcom, "
Annual Announcement of Transylvania University, 1843, op. gite, pe 16.

18 g, P, Letcher to Rev, H. B. Bascom, Letter, Dated, Frankfort, Ken-

tucky, July 20, 1843,* Annual Announcement of Transylvania Universi
18&3’ @0 ﬂ'&" p. 170

19 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, July 17, 1843," Vol. V, Dpe lhike

]
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commissioners it was his duty to report to the conference the action taken
with respect to the college, in order that the conference could appoint
officers for the school as stipulated in the resolution of 1840, However,
upon the rise of the conflict between the North and the South, 20 and
fearing thé appointment, under the existing excitement, of unacg¢eptable
officers, and of unpleasant conflicts, Bascom doubted the wisdom of
presenting the subject of Morrison College to the conferences Since the
Southern delegates took a similar view of this subject, and signed a
written pledge to sustain him in his proposed course, no report was made
of what the commissioners had dones A Delegates from the slave~holding
states pledged their support and influence to the universitj. 22

Bgfore this time Bascom had looked forward to the General Conference
as the time when a president of the university would be elected on a per-
manent basis and when he would be released from that "onerous bufden;" 23
but upon his return home, the trustees, highly approving of his course,
promptly elected him full president. 2

Bascom was placed at the head of the committee on education at this

General Conference, but since the problems concerning slavery appeared to

20 See ibid., July 5, 1844, Vol. V, pp. 154~57 for copy of "Manifesto,"
suggesting the parting of the Northern and Southern Methodists,

280, 2l Moses M, Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidlemsn Bascom, OP. gibe, po

22 "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex=—
ington, July 5, 184L," Vole V, p. 154. -

»80 23 Moses M Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, OPe gite, Pe
L
2‘- Ibido, p’ 281.
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be working against the Methodists' agreement with Transylvania, it was de~
cided that no gensral report on the colleges of the church would be made;
each division would be free to manage its own schoolse. 26

Bascom's support of Henry Clay.—-In 1844 Bascom became involved in
the Pﬁlk-cléy campaign for the presidency of the United States. Bascom had
accepted Henry Clay's patronage in obtaining a position as Chaplain to the
United States House of Representatives in 1823, 2 When Bascom was ap-
pr‘oé.ched by Clay supporters who desired a letter that would possibly
counter scme of the violent attacks being made on Clay's moral character,
he consented, allegedly innocently believing that the letter was not for
public purposes. 21 Bascom's letter, containing rather serious exaggera-
tion and outright falsehoods, soon found its way to the newspapers, where
it was used in Clay's behalf. This letter boomeranged agsinst Bascom, who
was venemously attacked in the press. 28 Bascom had stated thé.t, while
Clay offered no claim to Christian piety, that he was not a duelist and
a gambler, 2 In addition he had stated that "in view of the ordinary
accredited principles of good moral character, no charge can be brought

against him, without violating the obligations of truth and sound

25 Ibid.
26 see Moses M. Henkle, The Life of He Bidleman Bascom, ope cit.,
Pe 277,

27 Ibide, p. 28l. It would seem rather improbable that a man who

had spent two years in the House of Representatives, evem as a Chaplain,
would have been this naive politically.

28 Tbid.

29 Clay's role as a duelist and gambler was quite generally lmown in
all sections of the nation,
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Justice.” 30

Political editors set out to destroy Bascom's credibility as a wit-
ness bj searching for facts about his younger life, which might be subject
to insinuation. One youthful letter written by Bascom to a friend in the
East, who had invited Bascom for a visit, had inquired if the girls were
fecomeatable." This statement was twisted into a "foul and damning impue
tation /- which _/ was attempted to be cast on his character by dark and
insidious insinuation." 3L Defamatory statements in the press attacking
Bascom had an adverse effect upon him personally and reduced his effective-
ness to some degree. The university, which had lived through few peaceful
days, was hurt by this inimical publicity.

Southern Convention of the Methodistse.—~In 1845 the Southern Convenw
tion of the Methodist Episcopal Church met in Louisville (Kentucky) and
formed a separate ecclesiastical organization., Of this body Bascom was
an effective member. 32 The convention did not have authority to consum-
mate the agreement between the college and the Southern church. However,
by way of indicating their favor toward the measure, they recommended that
the annual conferences instruct their delegates in the Generai Conference
of 1846 to take action that would consummate the proposed agreement between

the trustees of Transylvania University and the General Conference, with a

view of adopting it as "the university of the Methodist Episcopal Church

30 Henry B. Bascam "Rev, H. B. Bascom—Locofoco Slanders—iir, Clay,"
Lexington Observer and Reporter, 13 (September 18, 1844), 3.

31 See several articles in Lexington Observer and Reporter, 13 (Sep-
tember 18, 1844), 1, 3.

32 M. M, Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, op. cit., pe. 286.
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South," 3
Here, again, the name “university" was misleading, for many of the
delegates supposed that the institution was to become the one great
"university" of Southern Methodism, around which the whole denomination
could rally. Rev. Moses Henkle, who attended the conference, wrote: "I
do not suppose, that the trustees intended to deceive the conference, but
the latter, not looking thoroughly into the nature and hearing of the pro-
posed connection were, to a great extent, mislead by the name" [ "aniversi-
ty," when Morrison College was intended.] 3k
The proposition previously made to the Methodist Episcopal Church was
tendered to the Methodist Episcopal Church South on April 11, 1846, 35 but
did not become effective until July, 1847. 36
Bascom's personal difficulties.—~On January 20 and 22, 1846, Bascom
recorded in his diary complaints brought privately against some of the
faculty members for neglect of duty and want of harmony, but wrote of
hopes to overcome the difficulty. 37 In Fegbruary he said: "Complaints
against my worthy compeers of the faculty increase in a certain quarter.
Bather than incommode them, or have difficulty with them, I shall resign.“3 8

33 Ib igo 9 PPe 286-87,
31" Ibido’ po 2870

35 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex—
ington, April 11, 1846," Vol. V, p. 184. ,

36 Ibid., July 5, 1847, Vol. V, p. 20k

37 "Henry B. Bascom, Diary, January 20 and 22, 18!;6. Manuscript.,
Transylvania College, Lexington. ' ,

38 Ibid., January 28, 1846,
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Several other entries indicate that Bascom was not in good health. 39 In

April at "an important meeting of the trus’ceés,“ he "saw the signs and
indices of changes deemed necessary by the Board to the welfare of the
university, Tendered my resignation, which the board declined receiving,
and requested I would not name the matter to anj one," 40 Bagcom's entire
presidency seems to have been one of reluctant service, since he accepted

the acting presidency in 1842, only to prevent the failure of the plan.
In 1844 he expressed his desire to be relieved, and in 1846 he tendered
his resignation, which was declined.

Bascom's confliet with the trustees.—Additionsl difficulties devel=-

oped in Bascom's path. When the trustees indicated confidentially the
personnel changes they desired, Bascom was obligated to carry out their
orders, even though it might bring great unpeopularity to him. In order
to avoid this unpleasant administrative device, Bascom had tendered his
resignation. The trustees refused to accept this, because of Bgscom's
general popularity and ability to attract students to the college. &
Again, Bascom refrained in the face of the board's objection, believing
that such action at this time would be very detrimental to the college
and refusing to accept responsibility for such action. Therefore, he

was required to carry out the instructions of the board in respect to

39 See entries of February k, 1846; February 18, 1846; ibid.
See also Moses M. Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, op.
cit., p. 289,
kO vHenry B. Bascom, Diary, April 17, 1846," op. cit.

bl Moses M. Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, op. gite, DPe

290,
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staffing the college with professors representing different sections of
the counf.ry. h2

Facalt.z tenure problems.—-hen the Transylvenia reorganization plan
came up before the 1846 General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South at Petersburg, Virginia, at which time the offer of the
trustees was finally accepted, all the professorships in Morrisen College
were considered vacante These were to be filled with applicants from
several different localities in an effort to attract students from these
areas, DBascom was re-elected president; G. ¥, Pierce of Georgia and Mr.
Barker of Pennsylvania were elected vice~president and professor of
languages, respectively, leaving the other professorshipes to be filled
by the curators. k3 Those discarded professors, thinking their work and
sacrifices deserved a better reward, attributed their misfortune to Bas-
com's action and became openly hostile to both Bascom and the ,university.hh
Bascom was also threatened with impeachment before his conference, yet he
had secretly agreed not to disclose the souree of the plan calling for
45

the faculty reorganization. Henkle made the following practical ob=

servations

A1l the persecution and mental perplexity cast on Dr. Bascom by this
change, had not even the redeeming advantage of working any good for the
college, for under the new arrangement it soon became less prosperous than
under the old, What though they had elected professors from Georgia, and
Pennsylvania, and Louisiana--Georgia, Pennsylvania, and Louisiana had

k2 1hid,
43 Ibid. s Po 293 '
M Ibido I po 29140

L5 Tbide
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Methodist colleges of their own to support, and all the eloquence of all
the agents appointed to travel through the southern church, could not
make the people see how they were to be benefited by neglecting their
home colleges, to patronize a mere college in Kentucky, even though a 16
man from their own state might be the incumbent of one of its chairs.

Bagcom's resignation.-~In 1848 Bascom attended the Northern General

Conference, as commissioner of the Southern Church. b7 By 1849, being
satisfied that the church could never be brought to unite on Morrison
College as a general church institution, and suspecting that the trustees
were hardly satisfied with his attempts to strengthen the college——
“strenuous and perservering" ‘as they had been and worn out with the
"drudgery and endless perplexity" of his office~—he resigned the presi-
dency after seven "toilsome" yearse.

Methodist General Conference, 1850.-~The General Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South, meeting at St. Louis in 1850, listened
t0 a report from its committee on education, which advised that Morrison
College's best interests would be served more advantageously if placed
under the control of the Kgntucky and louisville annual conferences, since
the conferences outside Kentucky would not support the colleges k9 The
conference recommended such an agreement in preference to the existing

one, if the approval of those conferences and the trustees were tavorable.50

k6 Thig.
L7 Ibid., pe 297.

48 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Tpansylvania University, Lex-
ingbon, March 3’ 18‘&9’“ Vol. V, Pe 212,

L9 Moses M. Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, ops gite., pe

303.
50 Ibide, ppe 303-30k.
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The agreement between the trustees and the Methodist Episcopal
Church South ended at this eonferencé, an agreement that never should
have been formed under the terms and under the restrictions which em-
barra.sséd the conference and rendered impossible the accomplishment of
the original plan for a great central Methodist college or university.
The trustees wrote that the contract with the Southern Methodists was
dissolved, because the latter could not raise sufficient funds to support
both their own colleges and Morrison College, and that their own colleges

came first. 51

Bascom's service.~~Bagcom, whose teaching ’field was mental and moral
science, and political economy, was subject of a student's appraisal:
"His instructions were unique, full of interest, and exceedingly attrace
tive., He would not be satisfied with a superficial acquaintance with any
subject presented, on the part of a student." Bascom sought to cultivate
wide, searching, and eomprehensive viewpoints. 22 Bascom's biographer
describes his adninﬁgstrative efforts: "There never has been a more
resolute and earnest effort made to sustain an institution where interest
was on its side, but indeed in opposition to it, as was‘the case everywhere
out of Kentucky; but when Dr. Bascom was severed from it the last likk was
broken, and the annual conferences felt bound to concentrate all their
efforts on their local colleges." 55

51 wMinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex—
ington, June 5, 1850," Vol. V, pp. 217-21.

52 Unidentified student's letter quoted in Moses M, Henkle, The Life
of Hen!x Bidleman Bascom, ODe gé._t_o, Pe 3990

53 Moses M Henkle, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom, op. git., Pe
304s Bascom was finally made a Bishop in the churche. When he died on
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The state and Transylvania Universgity.--Shortly after Bascom became
full president, the university seems to have been in good condition. A
committee of the legislature of 1844-45 reported the following enroll-
ments: college department, 110; preparatory department, 129 (239 in
Morrison College); medical department, 156; law department, 60; a total
of 455 (only 326 of these students were of full college status). The
income of Morrison College was $6,749.12, and from 1840 to 1844 the -
donations had amounted to §$li,155. oh The trustees, in answer to a re-
quest from the legislative committee, reported that the condition of
Morrison College had been greatly improved, as was shown by the continued
increase of students and the continued industry of the faculty. The
trustees further reported that no control by the Methodist Conference
otherk than that over Morrison College was ever contemplated, and that
the substance of their control consisted in the nominations of the presi-
dent and professors to the board, leaving the latter free to select or
not, and remove on sufficient cause. The trustees pointed out that the
divisions in the last General Conference, on the subject of slavery, made
it inexpedient to consummate the contract, the terms of which had been

agreed upon, The board thought best, in the event of a division of thé

September 8, 1840, he left his children "a rich inheritance of fame," but
"not a dollar" for their support and education. Ibid., p. 325.

For an evaluation of Bascom's works, see Thomas N, Ralston, Editor,
Posthumoug Works of the Reve Henry Bidleman Bascom, D.D., LL.D. Nashville,
Tennessee: E. Stevenson and F. A, Owen, 1855. Two volumes. For one of
his addresses of this period see, "Use and Abuse of Lettered Attainment:

Address at Commencement, Transylvania University, August, 1845," Vol, II,
PPe 291"306o

5k Reports to the Legislature, 1844~h5, pp. 581-83., Frankfort: State
Printer, 1845,
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Conference, to wait and reach an agreement with the faction whose opinions
would coincide with Kentucky's state institutions on that subject. 55

The state had been so reluctant to support Transylvania sinpe early
in the Holley administration that there had arisen some question as to
the nature and extent of the interest of the commonwealth in the univer—
sity. The trustees answered this doubt by a reference to the reorganiw-
zation act of 1839, “Befbre that act was passed the state had full conw-
trol over the university, inecluding all of its officers and property,
except that speclally dedicated by the donors. But after the February 20,
1839 (the date on which the act to incorporate the Transylvania Institute,
and for other purposes, became effective), a joint arrangemént of control
was agreed upon. The City of Lexingbton and the Transylvania Institute
from that date were entitled to elect five out of Transylvania's elght
trustees, and, in addition, the state surrendered its power to change
the charter, except by the consent of the trustees. 56

Although the legislatures of 1846 and 1847 appointed no examining
committees to visit the university, a committee appointed by the 1848
legislature reported that, since the state had no ownership in the uni-
versity, it did not have the authority to report the condition of the
buildings and grounds, The committee was concerned that the state had
offered no financial assistance, limiting its support to useless patronage

and visitation, and regretted the apparent necessity of immediate repeirs

55 Ibid., p. 583.
56 Ibid., p. 58k
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to the buildings and groundse. 51 Thus, even with the urging of a strong
and large denomination like the Methodists, the state was not yet con=
vineced that it should shoulder even part of the responsibility of higher
education in Kentucky.

Failure of Bascom and the Methodists.,~—Because of the irritation and

the divided responsibility still remaining in the denomination, especially
in Kentucky, neither the church nor the South generally increased their
support, either in the recfuitment of students or in funds. Bascom, dis-
coxira.ged by this situation and despairing of the further enlargement of
the university, resigned in 1849 and soon thereafter steps were taken by
the Methodists to abandon the enterprise as a denominational one (1850),.

Comparison with Holley administration.—Table 2, page 246, shows the
close similarity in the enrollments of Transylvania during its two most
prosperous periodss The Holley period, due to its pioneering aspect, was
relatively more important in the history of American higher educations
Reason: for the decline in enrollment, beginning in the year, 1847-48,
and reaching serious proportions the following year, is the subject of
muach of the latter part of this chapter.

Some comparisons with oj:.per universitiess—-Some conception of the
standing of Transylvania University, in comparison with other institutions
in the country, may be seen from the following statistics for the academic

year, 1842-l3, when Harvard had 30 instructors and 245 academic students

57 Ibid., pe 585.
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ENROLIMENTS FOR SIX YEARS OF THE HOLLEY ADMINISTRATION
COMPARED WITH SIX YEARS OF THE BASCOM ADMINISTRATION

m——
-

TABLE 2

246

folley Administration, 1820~21 - 1825-26
Academie Department 7

Year Prepara= - (College Medical - Law: Total
tory School School ;

1820-21 108 72 93 9 282
1821-22 138 62 138 B R 387
1822-23 121 51 11 " 387
182324, 124 - 27 200 13 39%
182425 07 21 234 30 398
1825-26 92 L5 281 es 118
Totals 690 284 117 175 2266

Bascom Administration, 1842w43 - 1847-48 B

Academic Department |

Year ‘Prepara=- College Medical Law Total

’ tory School School 4 ‘
18,2-43 132 85 20 75 496
1843"“& 167 11 214 60 552
18445 129 -110 - 156 k55
181,546 131" 99 1m e U2
184647 133 88 205 62 488
1857-48 3, - 89 167 62 L52
Totals - 826 582" 1117 380. 2905

All figures are fram official catalogues and official reports,

~ except for the year, 1845-46. Tigures for this year, except for the
medical school, were arrived at by interpolation using the preceding
and succeeding years; see figures marked with asterisks,
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and Yale had 30 instructors and 410 academic students, Transylvania had
18 instructors and 217 academic students (85 of eollegiate and 132 of pre-
paratory grade)e The following year Tpansylvania's academic enrollment
increased to 278 (111 of collegiate and 167 of preparatory grade). In
this same year Transylvania had 75 law students, while HaMrd, the only
school that ~exceeded Transylvania, had 115 The total number of volumes
in the libraries of Harvard and Yale in this year were, respectively,
53,000 and 32,200y while there were 12,242 volumes in the library of the
academic department of Transylvania. One estimate placed the total volumes
of all the Transylvania libraries at 45,000 in 1847, 58 Tuition in Tran-
sylvania's academic department was $40, while the total charges (tuitien,
library, and matriculation fees) were $52, and board, fuel, etc., were
estimated at $125 (board, $100). The same figures for Yale are $33, $54,
and $110 (board, $70). The charges for fuel, etc., are not given at Hare
vard, but tuition was $75; total college charges (tuition, library, and
matriculation fees), $93, and board was estimated at from $70 to $90 per
year, 59 Published statements of the yearly expenées of attendance at
Transylvania during this period show them to have been but little less

than those of Eastern colleges; in fact, somewhat higher than those of
Yale.

58 Lewis Collins, Historical Sketches of Kentueky, p. 266. Mays-
ville, Kentucky: Published by the author, 1847,

59 see American Almanac and Repository of Useful Knowledge for 1843,
pPpe 171-78, New York: World Publishing Co., 1843,
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Decline under Liberal (Joint Public and Private) Control, 1850-1856

Upon the dissolution of the agreement between the trustees of Tran-
sylvania and representatives of the Methodist Episcc:pal Church South, the
control of Morrison College reverted back to the tripartite arrangement
of 1839, in which the State of Kentucky and the City of Lexington had the
power to elect three trustees each, and the Transylvania Institute had the
power to elect two trustees. This arrangement seems to have been made to
give some politically powerful citizens of Lexington full control over the
university, i. e., five of eight trusteess The following discussion shows
that without either some definite or tacit denominational sﬁppor'b or some
support from state, municipality, or private sources, the university was
doomed to decline and failure. |

Dodd's administration.—-James B, Dodd, Morrison Professor of Mathe—
matics, became Bascom's successor, upon the latter's resignation at the
close of the 1848-49 regular session; his title was that of president
pro tempore. 60 When the contract with the Methodist Episcopal Church
South came to an abrupt end on June 5, 1850, 61 an unsuccessful effort
was made by the trustees to secure a contract with the Grand lodge of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows of the United States. 62 No real effort

60 y, ¢, Johnson, Chairman, Board of Trustees, "Transylvania Univer-
sity," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 17 (March 17, 1849), 3.

61 miinutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex-

62 Tbid., August 12, 1850, Vole V, pp. 223-26.
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#oéms to have been made to secure the services of a permanent president
from 1849 to 1856, O3

(a) RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION.~According to the writer's definition
the universif;y apparently ’was tpepaY in its objectives. The trustees
stated in the catalogue that the morality of the Scriptures, including the
great principles of religion upon which there was no controversy among
Christians, was inculcated in all the students, but no preference was
manifested for any denominational peculiarities in faith or modes of wor-
ship. 6l Students were required to attend the reading of the Syriptures
and prayer in the college chapel every morning and Divine Service on
Sundays at the church of their preference. 65 A voluntary class in Bibé
lical studies met on Sunday afternocons under the supervision of a member
of the faculty. 66 ’

(b) DECLINE OF THE UNIVERSITY.—=The academic department, which had
shown an average of about 235 students (about three-fifths prepar#tory

and two-fifths college students) 67 under Bascom and the Methodists, 6

69

declined to 125 students in 1850, Medical and law enrollments that

63 The minutes of the trustees are missing subsequent to those of
November 2, 1850. See ibid., November 2, 1840, Vol, V, p. 226, The
catalogue of 1855 lists M. C. Johnson, the former chairman of the board
of trustees, as a trustee and ex officio president of the university.

6l Transylvania University, Under an Organization Adopted in the

~ Year, 1855, p. 15. Lexington: The University, 1855,
- 65 Ibid.

66 Thid,

67 Annual Announcement of Transylvania University, 1843, pe 8. Lex~
ington: The University, 1843,
68 See Table 2, ps 246,

69 Annual _Announcement of Transylvania University, 1850, p. 7.
Lexington: The University, August 1, 1850,
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had averaged 215 and 65, respectively, fell to 92 and 35 in 1850, 70_ The
average total number of students (478) in the university under Bascom
declined to 252 in 1850, With the withdrawal of the support of the Metho=
dist Episcopal Church South, which consisted largely in recruiting students
for the academic department, a serious decline followed. Beginning gradu=
ally from a high total enrollment of 552 students in 1843-4L, to 488 in
1846~47, and to 452 in 1847-48, the enrollment fell abruptly to 252 in
1850~51, and averaged Aappreximately only 150 to 200 for the years, 1851-
52 to 1855-56. 1+

(¢) CAUSES OF DECLINE,~~The causes of the decline of the mediecal and
1ayt schools, which are discussed separately in this chapter, are basieally
the same as for the academic department. The decline of the Tpansylwvania
Medical School, America's second most renowned and second largest for a
guarter of a century, began after the 1846-L7 session, This reduction in
numbers of students was caused by the establishment of new medical schools,
and by the maturation of young medical schools already established through-
out the area from which the students had been recruiteds Of the 205 students
in the medical school in 1846-47, sixty per cent were from outside the

-state, 72 but of the 120 students in the medical class of 1848-49 only

70 Ibido, PDe 7-8

T There are accurate figures for the medical school through the
year, 1858-59, but in the absence of trustee's minutes and minutes of
the law school faculty for this period the total figures are estimated
from contemporary newspaper comments and from other sources.

72 Catalogue of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
1847, ps 1l. Lexingtont The University, 1847.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



251
forty-eight per cent were attracted from outside Kentucky. £ This trend
continued as Transylvania University retrenched from its position as a
regional nniversity (drawing about half of its students from outside the
state) to that of a more local university serving for the most part Cen-
tral Kentucky.

The academic department was never as attractive to students outside
the state as were the professional schools, but in 1842-43 eighteen per
cent of the students were from outside the state. h While the catalogue
of 1855 did not list any enrollment figures, it can be assumed that, with
the withdrawal of the support of the Methodist Episcopal Church South,
this percentage was greatly reduced. But the academic department faced
much more local competition than did the professional schools. This come-
petition took the form of military schools, as well as those with civil-
ian characteristicss Two nearby military schools, Kentucky Collegiate
and Military Institute in Franklin County near Frankfort, and Western
Military Institute at Georgetown, announced large faculties and appealed

to the people's emotions during the troubled times, 7 Shelby College at

73 Gafalogue of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
185 9y Pe 9« Lexington: The University, 1849.

74 Annual Announcement of Transylvania University, 1843, pp. 3-8.
Lexington: The University, 1843.

75 ngtate Collegiate and Military Institute," Lexington Observer and
Reporter, 17 (March 17, 1849), 3.

"Kentucky Collegiate and Military Institute," Lexington Observer
and Reporter, 18 (August 25, 1849), 3. These announcements were for the
same school but with a changed name. Announced forty-two weeks' session,
tuition $1600

"Western Military Institute," Lexington Observer and Reporter,
18 (November 10, 1849), 3. Announced ten months' session, tuition $160;
twelve professors and 300 cadets. Accessibility was described as follows:
"Southern or Western Students may land at Louisville and take Stage,

Steamboat or Railroad to Frankfort, and Lexington; thence in four horse
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Shelbyville and Georgetown College at Georgetown seriously contested with
Transylvania for the academic students in the Central Kentucky area. 7%
Without support from the state or from any religious denominat.ion; the
academic college of Transylvania University assumed quite local character-

isticse
The Professional Schools, 1842-1856

Decline of the medical school.—~The medical school maintained its
high place among America's medical schools until after the 1846-47 ses—
sion, when a sharp decline began. Several attempts were made to remedy
this sudden reduction of enrollment figures, but they were unsuccessful.
The school continued active through the 1858-59 session, but its wide-
spread effeetivena_ss virtually ended with this period.

~ (a) FREQUENT PERSONNEL CHANGES.—Frequent changes in personnel during
this period gave rise to allegations of instability and ephemerality from
both the general public and the medical profession. Thus, in the stringent
competition among medical schools where schemes, fraﬁds, hmagr,iuﬁeg, s@ub~
terfuges, lies, falsehoods, and deceptions (that wére limited only by man's
imagination) were employed in an effort to recruit the largest possible

share of each year's beginning medical students, a rapid faculty personnel

coaches to the Blue Licks. Or, they may ascent the Ohio to Maysville,
which is just three hours stage from the Springs.m ‘

76 wshelby College," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 18 (August 29,
1849), 2. Announced ten months' session of college and preparatory school,
with tuition rates at $165 and $155.

"Georgetomn College," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 18 (August
29, 1849), 3.
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turnover was used to good advantage against the Transylvania Medieal

Schools 77

Although this was a distorted and exaggerated fact, many ethér
similar allegations were pure fabrieations.

(b) DECLINE IN ENROLLMENTS,=-The enrollment of medical students was
fairly steady prior to the announcement of Bascom's resignation and the
severance of the compact with the Methodists. However, once begun, the
decline set in sharply and the average number of students after 1850 was
approximately f£ifty, with about half that number graduating each year. .
The medical scheol, from the beginning of its reorganization in 1819,
became in fact the nucleus of the university, although it was not actually
such in organization. It accounted for the largest portion of the income,
and the largest part by far of the enrol]menﬁs; it accounted in large part
for the reputation of the university. With its publications, the national
reputation of many of its faculty members, and the wide area from which it
attracted students and to which it sent forth its graduates, it was far

| better known than the academic department or the law school. The decline
of the medical school was significant, in that it affected the whole uni-

versity, and was one cause, if not the most important cause, of the decline

of the university. Table 3y page 254, presents a detailed picture of the

77 see Medical Faculty, Transylvania University, "Medical Department
of Transylvania University," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 16 (March
8, 1848), 3. This article answered the false announcement of the death
of Dr. Dudley, the resignation or death of other members of the faculty,
and the dissolution of the faculty. .

78 See "Record of Matriculations in the Medical Department of Tran-
sylvania University, Lexington, March 8, 1844 - February 8, 1859," pp.
1-83, Manuscript. Transylvania College, Lexington.
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TABLE 3

ANNUAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS AND GRADUATES OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL,
TRANSYLVANIA UNIVERSITY, 1842-1859

Year Students- Graduates

1842-43 (Regular Session) 204 60
1843-4), (Regular Session) 21, 59
1844~45 (Regular Session) 156 38
184546 (Regular Session) 171 64
18h6-h7 (Regular Session) 205 68
184748 (Regular Session) 167 50
1848-49 (Regular Session) 120 L9
18h9~5é (Regular Session) 92 35
1850-51 (Spring Session) 50 21
185152 (Spi-ing Session) 50 23
185253 (Spring Session) 51 19
1853~54 (Spring Session) 53 31
1854~55 (Regular Session) INA 12

(Spring Sessien) 50 17
185556 (Regular Session) 38 1n
185657 (Regular Session) 32 9
1857-58 (Regular Session) 37 12
1858-59 (Regular Sessien) 23 6

Figures for the year, 1842-43, are from nnaal Ammmcemem of the
Medical Department of Transylvania University, 1843, p. 8. Lexington:
The University, 1843. Figures for the years, 18M-59, are from "Record
of Matriculations in the Medieal Department of Transylvania University,"
PPe 1-83. Numbers of graduates contain one or two honorary graduates in
a few instances. See ibid.
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decline of the medical school in amual enrollmentse

| Causes for decline in the medical student body.-The greatest cause
in decline was the reduction of the medical school from an institution
serving the South and West to a local school attracting students frem
virtually the state only. 9 This retrenchment was due to the establish-
ment of mediecal schools in many other populated areas from which Transjl-—
vania formerly had attracted students. Even in Kentucky the competition
was keen; Western Kentuckians were nearer Nashville, Northern Kentuckians
were nearer Cinecimnnati, and those in the lLouisville area favored their
own school., Once the national reputation of Transylvania began to wane,
‘even Kentuckians chose the schools of Louisville, Cineinnati, and Nash-
ville, if the lati;er proved to be more accessible.

Controversies accounted for publicity unfavorable to the university,
especially to the medical school., Although Bascom's attempt to assist
Clay's campaign was a complete fiasco, it probably did not affect the
medical school, except in a very general way. 80 However, the medical
faculty's trouble with the recalcitrant Dr. James Conquest Cross certain=—

1y stimulated a large amount of adverse publicity in the press. &l So

79 4s late as the 1846-47 session, the 205 students were attracted
from thirteen states, with only forty per cent coming from Kentucky. The
enrollments by states were: Kentucky, 83; Tennessee, 39; Missouri, 26;
Mississippi, 17; South Carolina, 15; Alabama, 8; North Carolina, 3;
Virginia, 3; Indiana, 3; Ohio, 1; Illinois, 4; Georgia, 1; and Texas, 2.
Catalogue of the Medical Department of Transylvania University, 1847,

p. 11l. Lexington: The University, 1847.

80 see "Rev. H. B. Bascom — Locofoco Slanders = Mr. Clay," Lexing-
ton Observer and Reporter, 13 (September 18, 18iLL), 3.

81 See "\ Friend to Truth," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 13
(October 9, 1844), 1.
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serious did the accusations in the press by Dr. Cross and by some of his
friends become that the medical school faculty was forced to take strong
action in its own defense. They resolved to explain some of the trouble
between Cross and the faculty in a catalogue in September, 1842. 82 By
May, 1844, Cross was asked to resign, 8 In consequence of the "repeated
invidious attacks made by a reputed 'Friend of Lexington,! 8L through the
columns of the Lexington newspapers,” upon the qualifications of different
members of the Transylvania medical faculty, "calculated to disparage the
permanent interests®" of the medical school in its "future usefulness and
respectability,” the faculty resolved that the "faults alleged" were "des-
titute of foundation," and the trustees were requested to make an official
announcement to that effect, which could be employed as part of the annual
catalogue. 85 The trustees acted after having been requested by the medi-
cal faculty to investigate the condition of the medical school, with the
“object of ascertaining whether any defects exist in its organization or

management as charged in several publications during the present Year, and

82 mfinutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
Lexington, September 12, 1842," p. 251,

83 Ibid., May 25, 1844, pp. 285-86,

84 wppiend of Lexington" was Dr. James Conguest Cross. See Benjamin
W. Dudley, Thomas D. Mitchell, and Robert Peter, Statements of Facts in
Relation to the Expulsion of James C. Cross from Transylvania Univeprsity,
pps 6, 10, 11, 12. Lexington: The University, 1846. Cross was also
author of An Appeal to the Medical Profession of the United States, which

was a venemous attack upon the Transylvania Medical School and its faculty.
See ibid., pe 9.

85 Mfinutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
Lexington, January 4, 1845," p. 292.
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if so to apply the remedy." The trustees subsequently announced that,
upon investigation, they were "well satisfied” that the school was "well
organized and managed, and the various chairs filled by able, learned and
industrious professors."

(a) ATTRMPTS TO PREVENT DECLINE.—The medical faculty made numerous
attempts to halt the decline that had become serious by the fall of 1848,
In the 1849 announcement the faculty advised the potential medical student
that, while the term had not been lengthened from four to five months, an
extra month of instructien during October was offered without any additional
charge. In addition, the perennial bugbear of "scanty supply of anatomical
material® was denied, a "super-abundant supply of [ anatomical_] subjects"
was announced, and a prize for the best medical thesis was advertised. 87

Facing a further reduction in enrollment, the faculty announced in
1850 that the session would be changed, and instead of beginning in Novem-
ber would open in Marche This change, it was stated, would be advantageous
to many "who may desire to commence the study of Medicine at this time; and
more especially to those who s having attended two winter courses in other
schools, desire still further to improve their knowledge, before presenting
themselves as candidates for the Doctorate; as well as to that class of
student whose term of study expires in the Spring.” 88 Fees were reduced

86 annual Announcement of the Medical Department of Transylvania Uni-
versity, T8LS, p. 2, Lexington: The Oniversity, 18L5. — o o

87 gatalogue of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,

1849, ppe 9, 11, 12, Lexington: The University, 1849,

88 Annual Catalogue of Graduates in the Medical Department of the
Iransylvenia University, 1850, p. 6. Lexington: The University, 1850,
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from $105 to $70 for the session of four months, and "one of the most ex-
tensive and valuable collections of medical books + + o amounting to
about 8,000 volumea" was announced. 89

With the change in the session from winter to spring, the Transyl-
vania medical faculty was again placed upon the defensive. In order to
refute "widely published statements 'that the Transylvania Medical School
had been dissolved,'" the faculty announced in 1851 that they had “every
reason to be gratified with the results of their exertions,® % and that
they would "spare no pains to make the summer Session as profitable to
the Student as any winter course." a

By 1854 the medical faculty, after four spring and summer sessions
with an average of only fifty students, was ready to attempt the winter
session again. 92 They announced a college clinic in which "many Surgi-
cal Operations and cases of disease are exhibited to the class.™ & But
the advantages of the spring and summer session to "Southern stddents,"
and to ;,hose whose term of study expires in the summer, "induce the Faculty

still to carry on this course." il ‘However, the spring and summer session

89 Ibid.c, ppo 6’ 7‘

90 Annual Cgtalogue of Students and Graduates of the Medical Depart-
ment of Transylvania University, 1851, p. 3.
91 Ibido, p. ‘l-‘

92 Annual Cgtalogue of Students and Graduates of the Medical Depart.-

?;nt. of Transylvania University, 1854, p. 3. Lexington: The University,
5he

93 Robert Peter, Dean, "Medical Department of Transylvania Uninr—
sity,® The Kentucky Statesman, 5 (August 29, 1854), 2.

% Annual Cgtalogue of Students and Graduates of the Medical Departe

ment of Transylvania University, 1854, op. aik., ps 3.
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wags discontinued after the 1855 term.

(b) CAUSES OF DECLINE,—The failure of the medical school was un-—
doubtedly caused by many indirect influences, such as the loss of Lexing-
ton's prominent position as a business and trading center, the concentra-
tion of the people in Kentucky upon the great impending social confliet
between the North and the South (which sent many young men into newly
opened military schools in preference to the older institutions), and the
generally divided opinions of the people of Kentucky, who were split in
their opinions and desires about education, as well as on the issues of
the secessional crisis. The direct causes of the failure of the medical
school are more concrete. |

First, the decline of the academic college affected the success of
both of the professional schools. The importance of the success of the
academic college to that of the medical school was evidenced in December,
1837, when the former's status dropped so low that the medical faculty
passed a resolution in which they advised the trustees of the "importance
of a complete reorganization of the Academical Department of the Univer-
gity as important to the permanency and success of all the departments of
the institution.® % The colleges were interdependent, the acceleration
or decline of elther affected the others.

The establishment of medical schools followed soon after the develop-

ment of the cities in the South and West, 9% and as soon as these new

95 "Minutes of the Medical Department of Transylvania University,
Lexington, December 13, 1837," pe. 156.

96 See "University of Louisville » Medical Department,” Lexington
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medical schools could convince the public that the lectures at Transyl-
vania were not wholly superior to those of local schools, the impetus of
early establishment gradually gave waj to the influence of new population
patterns, in which communities turned toward the éappofb of their local
medical schools.

Citizens of Lexington and Central Kentucky by consistently and regu~
larly supporting the medical school could have retarded the decline, but
in the face of the rapidly growing population centers of Louisville and
Cincinnati, which quickly and definitely replaced Lexington as an impor-
tant population center, it is difficult to see how Lexington counld have
survived as a medical education center without a very outstanding faculty,
large hospitals and clinics for demonstrations, and ample anatomical sup=

plies. It was a simple matter for authorities at Loulsville and Cincinnati

Observer and Reporter, 17 (July 12, 1848), 3. Anmnounced an eighteen
weeks' term, with tuition, $105, and eight professors.

See Joshua B. Flint, Dean of Faculty, "Kentucky School of Medi-
cine (Louisville)," The Kentucky Statesman, 4 (August 12, 1853), l.
Advertised fourth session with five Transylvania Medical School professors
of a total of eight. (Transylvania Medical School had changed its session
to spring and summer at this time.) This was a four months' course with
tuition of $105, .

See Ao He Baker, M.D., President, "Cineinnati College of Medi-
cine and Surgery," The Kentucky Statesman, 4 (September 23, 1853), 3.
Agvertised ten professors, four months' course, and tuition of $90.

See "Medical College of Ohio," Lexington Observer and Reporter,

16 (August 21, 1847), 3. Announced four months' course, tuition of $90,
and six professors. This school was located in Cineinnati.

See "Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincinnati, Ohio," Lexington
Observer and Reporter, 16 (July 24, 1847), 3. Amnounced four months'
course, tuition of $100, seven professors, and "chartered in 1845.% .

See Ro S. Newton, M.De., Dean of Faculty, "Memphis Institute,

Medical Department," The Kentucky Statesman, 2 (August 16, 1851), k.
Advertised seven professors, four months' session, and tuition of $105,
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to prove to potential students that advantages in demonstrations in their
larger hospitals were’ superior to those of Lexington; it was easy for
faculties of the river city schools to allege that Lexington could not
furnish an adequate supply of anatomical specimens, although this fact
was false, with the exception of one or two sessions. Since the»Transyle-
vania professors in the later years made no outstanding medical discoveries
and published no new treatises that surpassed those of their neighbors in
Louisville and Cincinnati, the Transylvania medical school became only in
part a victim of the redistribution of population.

Dgcline of the law school.—The Transylvania Law School's fortunes

during this period, as well as at other times, followed closely the fate
of the academic college and the medical Qchoel. From 1842 to 18h9 the
number of students averaged annually from sixty to sixty-five, and the
graduates from twenty-five to thirty, while from 1849 to 1856 the number
of students and graduates was reduced by about half. °! However, the

addition of a summer session in 1855 nearly doubled the annual enrollment

for that year. 98

97 Enrollment records for the law school for this period are not com—
plete. Available records are as follows: 1842-43, 75 students; 184,3dily
60 students and 30 graduates; 1844~45, 60 students; 184647, 62 students
and 25 graduates; 1847-48, 62 students; and 1850-51, 35 studentss Figures
are from "Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania University, Lex-
ington, March 7, 1843," Vol., V, p. 136; March 10, 1844, Vole. V, p. 1463
April 9, 1847, Vol. V, p. 203; March 3, 1848, Vol. V, p. 209; Annual

Catalogue of Students and Graduates of the Medical School of Transylvania
Univ:zt:sit 1852, p. b6s Lexington: The University, 1852; and official
reports,

98 "Transylvenia Law School, Lexington, Kemtucky," Kentucky Statese

man, 6 (January 19, 1855), 2,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



262

With the dissolution of the contract between the trustees and the
Methodist Episcopal Church South, and the sharp retrenchment in the aca=-
demic college and the medical school, which took place in 1850, a signi-
ficant decline in the enrollment of the law school took place. Upon
Woolley's resignation in 1849, the law school was reduced from a three
to a two professorship baais, but the former status was restored in 1854.
The extension of the course from four to five months \;ras initiated in an
‘effort to improve the curriculum by extending it. However, the higher
tuition costs may have interfered with the effectiveness of this effort.
The addition of a second session in 1855 undoubtedly was intended to

recapture the waning prestige of the law school, which like the medical
school was reduced from a regional school, attracting students from an

area including a dozen states, % to a local school with strong competi-

tors in nearby Louisville, Bloomington (Indiana), Cincinnati, Lebanon

(Tennessee), and Memphis. 100

99 In 1833 the 39 law students represented nine states, including
Kentucky, 18; Ohio, 6; New York, 4; Mississippi, 4; Tennessee, 2; Illinois,
2; Missouri, 1; Indiana, 1; and Pemnsylvania, l. See A Cptalogue of the
Officers and Students, in the Medical and lLaw Departments, Trangylvania
University, Janua 1833, p. lhe Lexington: The University, 1833. The

percentages were: forty-six per cent from Kentucky and fifty-four per
cent from outside of the state, .

100 see Alfred Z. Reed, ope cits., ps 451 of Appendix, for a table
showing law school enrollments of the seven top schools in 1839~40, the
éféfteen top schools in 1849~50, and the twenty-one top schools in 1859

; - Transylvania's strongest competitor after its establishment was
the University of Louisville, which announced its third law session with
three professors in July, 1848, and with tuition charges the same as at
Transylvania., See James Guthrie, President of University of Iouisville,
"University of Louisville, Law Department, Third Session," Lexingten
Observer and Reporter, 17 (July 15, 1848), 3,
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The causes for the decline in the law school were the same as for the
academic college, the medical school, and the university generally. With
the close of the 1857-58 sessién, the sixty year old law school closed its
doors. It had produced between one thousand and twelve hundred alumni,

and more than two thousand lawyers were trained at Transylvania. 102

Comparison of Administrations of Holley and Bascom

It has been shown that a sectarian administration of the university
could also be prosperous. Horace Holley's liberal administration had been
the school's most successful period of progress and development prior to
this time, However, under a contract with the Methodist Episcopal Church,
in which the latter accepted control of the academic department, Transyl-
vania showed even greater enrollments thap during the Holl.ey era. Although
aims of the Methodists were not the same as those of the liberalists, it
has been proved that with good leadership, satisfactory support in terms
of finances and the recruitment of students, a college could become effec-

tive in training leadership for the community. There was one imporbarit

See also "Memphis Institute, Law Department," Kentucky Statesmen,
2 (August 16, 1851), k4. _
10k see Transylvania University, under an Organization Adopted in
the Year, 1855, p. 18, Lexington: The University, 1855, This document
stated: "There are about one thousand Alumni of / the law school_]."
George Robertson writes: M"The professorship I retained until
1858, where I helped to make more than twelve hundred lawyers, scattered

over the United States, but principally over the Western, Southern and
Northwestern States and Territories." See George Robertson, An Outline

of the Life of George Robertson, Written by Himself, with an Introduction
and Appendix by his Son, pe 161, Lexington:

Published by George Robert-
son's Estate, 1876.
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difference between the Holley and Bascom administrationss The principle
objective of the former was that the school would train independent~
minded young men free to choose their religion and politics after gradua-
tions Wpile it is not known that the Methodists injected politics into
the curriculum, certainly they seem to have proselytized students to -
Methodism, The Methodists made a definite contribution in their admin-
istration, but it cannot be said that the Presbyterians were highly success—
ful, either in their administration of Tpansylvenia Seminary or during the
Blythe administration, lBOL..-lSlG. The conditions under which the two
denominations operated the university were, of course, at variance, but

the other denominations also showed little success in their administra-

tions.
Summary

With the close of the Methodists' contract to control the academic
department, the school's management reverted back to the 1839 charter of
triple control, including a state, a municipality, and a private corpora=—
tion. The liberal administration, 1850-1856, was a period of decline.
Controversy between the Northern and Southern Methodists seemed to have
brought to a elose the excellent relationship between the school and this
denominations Transylvania, 1842-1850, rightfully may have been referred
to as the "University of the West." The serious decline of all the de-
partments, academic, medicine, and law, in 1849 virtually brought an end

to. the usefulness of the university as such. Although she made a comeback
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in 1856 with the aid of state funds, Tpansylvania never again very closely
approached a university organization in fact.

Feilure to achieve static goals set forth in its original charters
was due to many of the factors previously discussed. Some of these causes
were the following: the withdrawal of support by the Methodists, especial-
ly in the recruiting of student persomnel; the lack of effective leadership

| (as in Holley's administration, one man could not carry the burden of the
entire school's operation), and Bascom's colleagues were weak in their
support of the president; and the perennial religious econtroversy, this
time between two branches of the same denomination. It must be pointed
out that the successful operation of the mediecal school, which accounted
largely for Transylvania's national reputation (lawyers were still being
trained by the apprentice method and by private schools to a large extent),
was the key to the university's success. Ag the larger cities, Louisville,
Cincinnati, Nashville, and Memphis, began to build up their medieal
schools, students became reluctant to travel to Lexington for their traine
ing, and too, the larger cities could furnish extensive hospitals lacking
in Lexington. Law schools of Harvard, Yale, and the University of Virginia
grew in stature, causing Transylvania's long period of leadership in this
field to become overshadowed. The academic college never drew as many

out-of-state students as did the professional schools,

N
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CHAPTER IX
SURVIVAL THROUGH WAR AND POSTWAR REORGANIZATION, 1856-1865

The Civil War years, postwar reorganization, and some miscellaneous
problel;xs are discussed in this chapter. However, prior to the War Tran=
sylvania supporters attempted a new approach to the old problem of reviving
the university; they planned to establish a teacher training school as a
prinecipal part of the univeréity.

Bmphasis on Public Teacher Training, 1856-1858

Progressive leaders strove for a public school system in Kentucky
as early as 1798, when the academy act was passed. Many commissions were
named to study the problem, but it was not until 1838 that a beginning
was made, and this included only the establighment of a definite plan,
Although the constitution of 1849 recognized public education and further
improved the state educational structure, state—supported schools as a
system of publie education were not a realization except in the narrowest
sense prior to the close of the Civil War. In an effort to further pub-
lic education in 1856, a state normal school was established in connection
with Transylvania University. The legislature's withdrawal of funds for
this school in 1857 probably set publie education 'in Kentucky back‘a quar-
ter of a century.

Kentucky's public school system.-—Kentucky's public school movement
did not begin long enough before the Civil War to be thoroughly impressed

266

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



267
on the public mind. Kentuckians became hopelessly divided over the issue

involved in the war, é.nd communities which ordinarily would have been
interested in promoting public schools became either too poor or too in-
different to make the much needed effort. Little or no social develop-
ment took place in Kentucky from 1861 to 1865. 1 From 1838 forward the
state board of education was composed of the Superintendemt of Publié
Instructien, the Secretary of State, and the Attorney General as ex
officio members. The latter two could give little attention to the
needs of the department of education, and in addition the partisan nature
of these offices made meddling with education a tieklish job. Therefor§,
the superintendent's duties were for many years nothing more than cleri-
cal, He supplied Blanks, forms, and texbbéoks, and collected reports
from the counties.

- Public education was given recognition for the first time in Ken-
tucky's constitution of 1849, 3 An educational fund of $1,227,168,.42
was eétabliahed to be held inviolate for support of schools. Special
funds arising from taxation were likewise to be applied to educational
purposes, and without equivocation. Each county was guaranteed an oqui--.

table amount of the accumulated fund, and a superintendent of publie

1 Thomas D. Clark, A History of Kentucky, p. 504, New York: Pren-
tice-Hall, 1937, Pp. xv £ 702.

2 Ibid., pp. 506-507.

3 See Bermett H. Young, History and Texts of the Three Comstitutiong

of Kentucky, Part Two, ppe 21-35.  louisville: Courier—Journal Job
Printing Co., 1890.
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instruction was te be elected by popular vote :or a term of four years.
Thus wae born Kentucky's state-supported public school system. b But

this public system was very ineffective, 5

Even in 1869 the bill pro~-
posing adqitional revenue, which would have permitted liberalization of
the school system and im the end have laid the foundation for a school
system equal to those of the Northwestern States, failed to pass the Ken-
tucky Legislature. 6 |

Early efforts to ‘eatablish a_state normal school.—Several early
efforts were made to establish a state normal school in Kentueky. Among
those making this effort were the Transylvania board of é.rustees, Rev.
Benjamin O, Peers, a Pestalozzian, Reve. J. J. Bullock, the first superin-
tendent of public instruection, and Governor Wickliffe,

One of the earliest efforts to provide public teacher training for
Kentucky schools was that announced by Transylvania's board of trustees in
the late 1820's. They stressed the need for teachei' training and promul-
gated steps :Ln their policy to inecorporate such a department. 7 They
called attention to the academic course as one excellent for fitting Jyonng

men for the necessary office of teachers and schoolmasters. They

4 Thomas D. Clark, A History of Kentucky, ops cite., pp. 433=3%4e

5 Ibide, ppe 507-511.

6 Ibid., pe 506.

7 Board of Trustees, Transylvania University, "Transylvania University,"

Kentucky Reporter, 21 (July 23, 1828), 3.
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emphasized that, although usually neglected, this curriculum contained
information upon elementary school-books, systems of education, modes of
teaching, and other snbjects which have an "immediate bearing on the general
diffusion of intelligence throughout the community, but which have com-
manded little attention even at the oldest seats of learning."” At the end
of the specialized course in teacher training, a certificate of scholar-
ship was presented in lieu of a degree.

Peers, acting president of Transylvania University, according to his
inaugural address delivered in 1833, showed that he looked forward to making
of the university something resembling a state normal school, 9 The act of
the General Agsembly of 1838 made no provision for the training of teachers,
but Bullock, in his first report to the General Agsembly in 1839, utilized
considerable space for a discussion of normal schools for the training of

teacherss He wrote:

The founding of one or more normal schools for the purpose of training
~the sons of the soil is a favorite measure with many friends of education,
The establishment of a school or schools for teachers is certainly a great
desideratum. It is the voice of reason and experience that they must exist
before education can be performed in the best possible manner and with the
greatest attalnable sueccesss In those countries where education has been
carried to the greatest perfection, schools for teachers havi formed an im-
portant feature in their systems and with the best results. -0

8 Ibid.

9 Benjamin O, Peers, Inaugural Address, Delivered at the Opening of
Morrison College, Lexington, Kentucky, November 4, 1833, Lexington: J.
Clarke and Co., 1833. Pp. 30. ’

For a more detailed report of Peers' activity in establishing a
normal school see Grant C. Knight, "Benjamin Orrs Peers," Dictionary of

éz;erican Biography, Vol. XIV, p. 389, New York: Charles Scribners' Sons,
3o

10 Journal of the House of Representatives, 1839-40, (December 2,
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Governor Wickliffe presented the subject of teacher training to the
Assembly in his message of December 3, 1839:

There is one desideratum in the system, which, while it continues,
mnst render it difficult of a general diffusion. There is no provision
for the education and instruction of teachers for Common Schools. A
capacity for teaching, though not wholly created by education, is cer-
tainly increased and made useful by instruction in the art of success-
fully communicating knowledge to children. Would it not be well to
appropriate a portion of the annual income of the School Tund to the
establishment of a Professorship in the State University for the pur—
pose of educating Common School teachers? This would enable the State,
through her University, to educate, annually, a sufficient number of
young men to supply the demand for teachers, as the syﬁm shall pro=
gress in its organization and adoption by the people.

But despite these efforts, nearly two decades passed before the

legislature established a state normal school,

State reorganization of 1856.~In 1856 the General Assembly became
interested in the university again and by enactment provided for its re~
organization. 12 This act provided for the establishmeﬁb within the uni-
versity of a normal schoél department for the training of teachers. The
preamble set forth the fact that the university was intended as a state
institution and that it afforded "peculiar and great advantages in its
grounds, buildings, endowments, libraries, and various preperties" for
the establishment of a normal scheel department. A new board of irus-

tees was constituted of seven state officers as members ex officio, and

1839 ~ February 21, 18!,0) s Regular Session, P. 23. Frankfort: State
Printer, 1840.

1 1114,

12 pcts of Kentucky, 1855-56 (Regular Session), Vol. I, Chapter 762,
ps 117, Frankfort: State Printer, 1856.
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seven citizens of the state. The act further prqvided for the method of
appointing students from the several politieal units who should enjoy the
advantages of the school, for the plan of admission, and for the method of
making the course of study. An appropriation of $12,000 from the common
school fund was made to carry the plan into operation.

Five distinct departments called schcpls were set up under this re-
organization. They were: (1) The School of Moral Science, (2) The School
of Physical Science, (3) The School of Mathematics, (4) The School of
Ancient Languages, and (5) The School for Teachers. The instruction in
the normal department, together with the 6rganizat.ional details, was
assigned to two professors, while the general government and administra—
tion of discipline rested ultimately with the faculty of the university

and the béard of trustees.

Expansion under Rev. Lewis Green.~—Rev. Lewis W. Green, President of

Hampden-Sidney College, was chosen president 6f the reorganized institu-
tion. 13 At the time he took office the valuation of the buildings,
grounds, and equipment was estimated at $200,000, L and eighty students
were enrclled at the opening of the institution in the fall of 1856 in

the normal department. 15 A newspaper editor emphasized that nearly two

13 see LeRoy J. Halsey, Memoir of the Life and Character of Rev.
Lewis Warner Greem, D.D. with a Selection from His Sermons. New York:
Charles Scribner and Co., 1871, Pp. xi £ 491.

14 Alvin F, Lewis, History of Higher Education in Kentucky, pe 77.
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1899,

15 Ipid.

The minutes of the board of trustees for this period are missing.
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thirds of the income then employed to effec'f; the purpeses of the legisla-'-'
ture were derived from the university aﬁd that advantages thereby were
extended to the siate scholars which could not be procured at a cost less
than the interest on $200,000, 16 President Green stated that the two
schools, the normal department and the academic department, could be
operated with a "harmony and smooth exactness," and after several months
of experience he Vsaid that the scheme was satisfactory. 17

Green told of two salient points in the policies of the new adminisge
tration. 18 First he stressed the effect of the large element of mature
students (grown men who were taking advantage of the teacher training)
upon other students, and the importance of instrueting students thoroixghly
in the rudiments of education at an early age, as a means of raising the
general level of education in the state. Of the $12,000 fund $7,000 was
appropriated for the partial support of meritorious young men for educam

tional service and only five thousand for the direct cost of their instrue-

tione

President Green wrote shortly after his inaugural address in November,
1846, that the number of all the students was between 125 and 130. See
LeRoy J. Halsey, op. cit., p. 5k,

16 See "The Normal School; Its Particular Organization, The Inaugural

Address of President Lewis Green, Editorial Comment on,“ Kentucky Stateg-
man, 8 (December 19, 1856), 2.

17 Lewis W, Green, Addresses Delivered at the Inauguration et B.ever-
end Lewis W. Green, D.D., as President of Transylvania University and

State Normal School, November 18, 1856. Lexington, Kentucky: Published
by the Board / of Trustees s 1856, Pp. 4.

#The Normal School « Inaugural Address of Dr. Lewis Green," The
Kentucly Statesman, 8 (Beeember 19, 1856), 2.

18 #The Normal School = Inaugural Address of Dr. Lewis Green," Ken-
tucky Stategman, 8 (December 19, 1856), 2.
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Green commented favorably upon the legislature's action creating the
normal school: "To effect this great object [ supply of competent and well
qualified teachers in sufficient number to meet the publiec demand] the
Legislature, in its wisdom, has established this school, where our own
young men can be educated in the art of teaching.® 19 He also stated that
human ambition in its loftiest aspirations could ask no prouder epitaph
than the simple inscription which shall record the name of him—"The
Founder of the System of General Instruction, for the People of Kén’oucky."zo

President Green's plan of educatio .--Gfeen's inaugural addi-ess was
characterized as "trﬁly great® and ”worf.hy of the noble cause in behalf of
which it was pronounced.” 21 Bright prospects were predieted, and it was
said that the glories of Old Transylvania were about at length to retum
and that this noble institution was destined at once to take rank among
the brightest luminaries of scienece and learning in the nation, 22 Green
spoke of the plan of education at Transylvania: "No matter how mnifi-
cent may be the donations of the State to the purposes of education, nor

how complete the organization of her schools, all hopes of substantial

19 Lewis W. Green, Addresses Delivered at the Tnauguration of
Beverend Lewis W. Green, D.B., op. cit., p. 3. —

20 1hig., p. 35.

2 "State Normal School_~ Inauguration of Reve. Lewis W, Green,B.D. ’
The Kentucky Statesman, 8 (Nevember 21, 1856), 2.

221_9«1.
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advantages to result from them will be vain and illusive unless there can
be secured to thelr control a corps of teachers not only well educated and
skilled in the art of imparting their knowledge, but deeply imbued with
the spirit of our peculiar institutions, convinced of the wisdom of our
laws, identified with our prosperity, and possessed of natural sympathy
with our feelings o o o o¥ 2

The Statesman wrote of the able support of influential journals and
able leaders of both political parties and expressed a desire that party
malignity and pelitical struggles would not crush the college. 2h In ad-
dition, the Statesman declared its intention to support the university
and to expose immediately any partisanship that might be harmful to the
institution. =2 The plan of education was one of challenge and usefulnesss.
Its big defeet lay in its failure to receive continued support from the
state, |

Student opportunities.~-With scholarships for those of limited means,
education at Transylvania became more democratic than ever before. The
poor man and the rich, the children of the mountain, the forest, and the
plain, were placed side by side, in the same halls of science, with a

#fairfield and an open track," in competition for the highest honors that

23 Lewis W. Green, Addresses Delivered at the Ina

ration of Rever-
. end Lewis W, Green, D.D., op. cit., Pe

2k wPhe Normal School — Inaugural Address of Dr. lewis Green," Ke o
tucky Statesman, 8 (December 19, 1856), 2.

25 Ibid.
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society could offer. 26
Tt was the purpose of the trustees and the faculty that the funds
of the state should be used specifically in the training of teachers for
the state. Each state pupil was, therefore, by the fact of his accepting
the appointment, a member of the teacher training department. The student
pledged to master the sfbudies in this department, to review the elementary
subjects, and to learn as much as possible of the higher collegiate studies.
If a student demonstrated to the faculty that he possessed a detailed know-
ledge of the normal school curriculum or an aptitude and desire to study
academic subjects, he could, with the faculty's‘permis sion, devote a part
of his time to academic subject fields. The important \purpose of the
teacher training curriculum was to insure accuracy 1n the elementary sub-
Jeets, but also to extend every opportunity and stimulus for progress in
the collegiate studies. 2 .
Green, in speaking of the opportunities of students, stated: "This
opportunity for higher culture, so eagerly seized, and so well improved
already by a portion of our pupils, mskes not only an abler man, but a
' superior teacher; and in all the more gifted minds, will assuredly stimu-
late to larger acquirements in aff,er life; thus multiplying the number of

thoroughly educated men, and accomplishing collaterally another of the

26 "The Normal School; Its Particular Organization, The InAugural
Address of President Lewis Green," Kentucky Statesman, 8 (December 19,
1856), 2. :

27 Henry Barnard, Editor, "Transylvania University and the State Nor-

mal School at Lexington, Kentucky," The American Journal of Education, &4
(March, 1857), 218, -
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great purposes of the Legislature, to raise up men for the State as well
as instructors for our schools." 28 Collegiate opportunities for poor
boys of the type here described certainly were revolutionary in Kentucky
during this period.

If the students desired to return and complete their studies at Tran-
sylvania, all the advantages of the university were gratuitously offered.
These advantages to the normal school, as derived from its connection with
the university, were accompanied by corresponding advantages in other de-
partments of the university, which were worthy of serious consideration,
and rendered the university an excellent place for the training of teach-
ers 29,&8 well as a school for liberal edueation.

Normal course of instruction.-A special course of instruction was
prepared by each of the professors to fit the special needs of the normal
students, and special classes were organized for them. Four of gix Ppro-
fessors were regularly assigned to their instruetion, and two professors
devoted their full time to these students, and the other departments were
open to them without extra cost. 30

Failure of the normal schoole.~-The failure of the normal school came
in the third week of January, 1858, when the senate repealed legislation

establishing the school; the repealing act was to take effect :lmmediat.ely.sl

23 Lewis W. Green, Addresses Delivered at the Inauguration of Rever—
s We Green, D.D., op. cit., p. 18,

29 "The Normal School; Its Particular Organization," The Kentuecky
Statesman, 8 (December 19, 1856), 2.

30 Ibid.
3l Ac’ss of Kentucky, 1857=-58 (Regular Session), Vol. I, Chapter 492,
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The house of representatives had previously repealed the same act, but pro-
vided that the repeal should take effect June 30, 1858, It was declared that
the difference was immaterial, as the funds for the support of the school up
to the end of the session, June, 1858, had already been drawn, and that the
school would continue to that period. 32
The immediate cause for the state's withdrawal of assistance to the

school seems to have been the finanecial panic of 1857, 3 although it seems
possible that denominational interests were not reluctant to see thé down-

fall of a state-supported school of higher education.

Green's resignation.——There had been much dissatisfaction and dis—
couragement previous to Green's arrival at Transylvania, but he at once

infused new life into the venerable university, and inspired its friends

with the highest hopes. 3h Everyone seemed to be pleased with his adminis~

tration. 35 In a letter of this period adverting to the fact that some

Pe 54e Frankfort: State Printer, 1858.
"The Normal School," The Kentucky Statesman, 9 (January 26, 1858),
3. ~ ,

32 ®The Normal School," The Kentucky Statesman, 9 (January 26, 1858),

33 nThe financial panic," wrote an editor, "was so prominent a topic,
was exercising so disastrous an influence upon the welfare of society,
that it was impossible to pass such a_subject over in silence « + « o
Very properly he [ Governor Morehead_] attributes the panie to the banks
and to a paper currency. This truth is so obvious, that any politieian
who was to deny it, would subject himself to public derision « « ¢ of

See "Governor Morehead's Fallacies," The Kentucky Statesman, 9 (Decem~
ber 22, 1857), 3 (Editorial),

34 LeRoy J. Halsey, Memoir of the Life and Character of Rev, Lewis
Warner Green, D.D. with a Selection from His Sermons, p. 53. New York:
Charles Scribner and Co., 1871.

35 Ibide, pe 5he
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people had already begun to predict that he should do a great work, he
writes: "But I do not wish to be high-minded, but fear, and gratefully
accept what God may mercifully sendes Our number is about 125 or 130,
as many as I desire to start with," 36 A month later, he says: "I think
I am giving universal satisfaetian; and the college moves on beyoxid all
expectations. But I have had first, great anxiety and since, rather too
much applause.” 37

This inspired opening of the university was followed by disappointe
ment for Green, for with the failure of the normal school, the great ob-
Ject for which he had come to Kentucky, and for which he had labored in
hope for nearly two years, was nipped in the bud. Now there could be
little prospect of raising Transylvania University into a first-class in-
stitution, after all the changes and disappointments of its past history.
Under these circumstances, Dr. Green felt himself at liberty to resign in
the winter of 1857, just after the passage of the bill destroying the
normal school. 38

Green retiréd feeling that no responsibility for the failure of Tran-
sylvania to continue its expansionist trend rested upon him or his col-

leagues. He had accepted the position in good faith, and had worked

36 Lewis We Green, letter dated "1856" s quoted in LeRoy J, Halsey,
Ope Cito, Pe 5‘&0

37 Lewis . Green, sscond letier dated "1856" ’ quoted in LeRoy J.
Halsey, ope clte, Pe S5he

38 LeRoy Halsey, ops gite, Pe 5he
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diligently to accomplish all possible benefits under the new act. In his
brief term of office, the university moved forward enough to demonstrate
what accomplishments coulg have been made if the opportunity of a longer
administration had presented itself., No part of his life had been more
marked by activity. Young men had been drawn from all parts of the states
The annual commencement had never been attended with better success. 39
And his whole instruction in the university, as well as his preaching,
had seemed to have elicited the admiration of all classes at Lexington.
He was invited to preach in the churches of several denominations in the
city, where large audiences gathered to hear him from Sunday to Sunday,
and on each Sabbath afternoon he preached in the chapel of the university.
Almost in no sense could failure be attributed to him. But through causes
ovér which President Green had no control, Kentuckians had failed to
support the reorganized university. 40 Green took office as president of

Centre College on January 1, 1858, continuing in that office until his
death in 1863, b

Transylvania "High School,® 1858-1865

With the failure of the normal school in 1858, the law school the

same year, and the medical school the following year, the academie

39 Ibide, pe 55

4O see ibid., pp. 68-69 for copies of adulatory memorials to Green's
memory by the Centre College faculty and the Centre College student body,
as well as the Second Presbyterian Church of Danville,

bl see ibid., for Green's work as president of Centre College es—
pecially ppe 55-67.
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department was the lone active element of the university. Even its

functions were much retrenched and limited, being better described by the
new name of the preparatory department, Transylvania High School. Tran-
sylvania High School was the only element of Transylvania University that
remained active during the period 1859 to 1865, However, this "high
school" was in one respect similar to presenb-day‘ Junior colleges, in
that its graduates usually could qualify for advanced standing as juniors
or seniors when éont.inuing their education at other colleges.

English and classical curricula.,—An announcement of Fayette High
School in the fall of 1858 stated that the course of instruction was
thorough and sufficiently extensive to qualify pupils to enter the junler
or senior class in any college. h2 This high school was headed by Abra-
ham S. Drake, A.M., who had been a professor in the normal school of Tran=
gylvania University, 43 and who later, during the academic year, 1860-61,
headed Transylvar;ia High 8chool, #Although no statement similar to that
announced by Fayétte High School has been found for Transylvania High
School, it seems from the evidence available that the two schools were
similar in scopee. Other evidence appears throughout the discussion of
this period that proves conclusively that Transylvania Uﬁiversit.y trus-
tees offered a course of study beyond that of the secondary field during

k2 "Fayette High School," The Kentucky Statesman, 9 (August 3, 1858),

k3 Madison C. Johnson, on behalf of Trustees, "Transylvania Univere
sity," The Kentucky Statesman, 8 (Octqber. 3, 18565 s 3. |

3.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



281
this entire period (1858-1865).

The trustees of Transylvania University announced the opening of a
school, in which would be taught the "Higher Branches of good English and
Classicsl Education® in the university in August, 1858, ** This school
was opened on September 20, 1858, under the supervision of Richard Ford
(late principal of the Academy at Columbia, S. Ce) as prinecipal and Wo K.
Stuart, A.l{.b (Graduate of Trinitj College, Dublin), vice principal. L3
Requirements for emtrance included an age minimum of twelve years, k6 and
a familiarity with the primary branches taught in the public schools of
the city, The curriculum included the ancient languages, French, mathe-
matics, and such other branches as were usually taught in a high school.

Military school competitione.-=One factor causing the retrenchment of
Transylvenia University's collegiate section of the academic department
was the impetus toward military training brought about by the prediction
of a domestic ware College life in the North went on much as usual and
with scarcely diminished attendance during the Civil War, k7 where those

bk Madison Co Johnson, Chairman, *Transylvania High School," The
Kentucky Statesman, 9 (August 17, 1858), 3.

k> see We A. Dudley, Secretary, "Transylvania High School,"
Kentucky Statesman, 9 (September lb,: 1858), 1. " The

k6 where college students are expected to graduate at about age
twenty-two at the present time, the age of college graduates during the
period under consideration was more nearly sixteen to eighteen.

k7 see especislly, Chapter VIII, "War and Peace, 1861-1869," in
Samuel E. Morison, Three ( ies of Harvard, 1636-1936, pp. 302-319,
Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
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draftees who hired substitutes were not despised. But Kemtuckians in
antieipating the possibility of war, and with some uncertainty as to who
their adversary might be, were forced to take both a more realistic view
to the coming conflict and to show a patriotie attitude toward their state,
that precluded the policy of the hiring of substitutes for military duty.
Among the many military schools that were enrelling many of the students
who ordinarily would have been attending Tré.nsylvania, or one of the de=
nominational colleges, was Kentucky Military Institute, under the superw
intendence of Colonel E. W, Morgan, "a distinguished graduate of West
Point and a practical engineer,” who was aided by an sble faculty. k&

Civil War years under the direction of Jemes K, Pattersop.——~On Decem~
ber 20, 1860, South Carolina passed the Ordinance of Secession and by the
first of February seven Southern states had declared themselves individu-
ally to be sepsrated from the Union. A peace convention, suggested by
Virginia and attended by representatives from all but the seven seceded
states, assembled in Washington on the fourth of February, 1861. On the
same day delegates from the seceded states met at Montgonex;y, Alabama,
and proceeded to form a new government under the name of the Confederate
States of America, of which Jefferson Davis, student at Transylvania in
the years 1823 and 1824, was elected president. Hostilities began at Fort
Sumpter, South Carélina publicly on April 13, 1861, *7

48 Kentucky Military Institute announced its twenty-seventh session
in 1860, See Pe Dudley, President of Board, "Kentucky Military Institute,"
The Kentucky Stetesman, 11, (August 10, 1860), 1.

. 49 see Ghapter 32, "The Great Decision, 1860-1861," Homer C. Hockett,
Political and Soeisl th_of the American People -1865, New Yorks:
The Maemillian Co., 1940,
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(a) THE PATTERSON BROTHERS.—James K. Patterson, newly elected prin-

eipal, and his two brothers arrived im Lexington in the fall of 1861, and
they found Lexington all that their "enthusiastic dreams had pictured,
'larger than Madison / Indiana _/ and the most beautiful place o o o

[ they _7 ever saw,'" 50 Transylvania had at this time a cash endowment
of approximaf.ely sevénty thousand dollars; the members of the board of
trustees were prominent‘ citizens of the community; and the buildings,
Morrison Cellége, the Blythe House, and a dormitory erected in 1839, were
at that time buildings of "a large, convenient, and rather imposing
scale.® 51 | ’

James; K. Pattersen writes: "We opened the school in September ﬁsél.?
with about sixty pupils representing the best families in the Bluegrass
gsection of Kentucky. They were, in the main, enrolled in secondary classes,
although there wére a few more advanced students." 52 He tells of the
enlistments in the armies: ". , + practically every able-bodied man in

Kentucky, and especially the young men whom we would have ewentually

50 Mabel H, Pollitt, A Biography of James Kennedy Patterson, President

of the University of Kentucky from 1869 to 1916, pp. 73~7hs Lexington:
Security Trust Co., 1925. .
Patterson's biographer, Pollitt, was long associated with him as
Assistant Professor of Latin and Greek, and had access to some manuscript
"Notes® #hich he had written in later life as an autobiographieal sketeh.
She also had access to some minutes of the board of trustees of this
periods A thorough search through the Patterson papers has failed to
reveal these "Notes," and the minutes for this period are now missing.

51 1pide-
72 James K. Patterson, "Notes," published in Mabel H. Pollitt, op. cit.,
Pe The ‘ .
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attracted to our school, had enlisted for service, most of them in the
Southern army." 53 |

(b) WAR IN KENTUCKY,—In Kentucky a great deal of the fighting center-
ed around Lexington and in the Blue Grass section of the state., In May,
1862, when the Federal authorities occupied'LeJd.ngton and took possession
of the Morrison College Building, Transylvania High Schoél was transferred
to the Medical Building on the corner of MMay and Second Street. Sh
Bragg and Buell hotly contested the mastery of‘ the state throughout the
summer of 1862, Early in September; 1862; after the Federal rout at
Richmond, Kentucky, the Confederate Amy of General Kirby Smith entered .
Lexington, and Colonel Morgan, the celebrated raider, was welecomed home =
by practically the entire eity. 55

William and Andrew Patterson went to Indiana for the summer and were
unable to come back through the lines, but there was no occasion for them
to attempt to return to Lexington, as the Trustees of Transylvania Univer—
sity had decided that it would be futile to re-open the schoel until the

atmosphere cleared. 5.6 By the first of October Bragg had abandoned " :

53 Ipid,

Sh "Depositien of Madison C. Johnson, City of Lexington ys.Kentucky
g‘l.zsaiversity, Fayette Circuit Court, Lexington, Kentucky, file 1717, May 12,
The®

55 See J, Winston Coleman, Jr., Lexington During the Civil War, pp.
69. Lexington: Published by the Auther, 1938,

56 Mabel H. Pollitt s A _Blography of James Ken.negx Pabterson, op.
cit., Pe 75.
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his position in consequence of his disastrous reverse at Perryville; and
Kentucky was virtually lost to the Confederate causes 57

The brothers, Willlam and Andrew Patterson, were able to return to
Lexington in November, 1862, and resumed their second year of instruction
at Transylvania, but after a few days William Patterson was stricken with
typhold fever, from which he died on December 9, 1862, 58

(c) ACADEMIC YEAR, 1862~63.—~The announcement for the year, 1862-63,
stated: "Thé fall session of this Institution will open on the 15th of
September; with a full corps of Instructors, Its success during the
past year has exceeded expectations, and inspired confidence im its future
enlargement and success." 59 However, Patterson wrote that the "Federal .
troops were still in possession of the Morrison College Bnilband in
the spring of '63 further required that we turn over to them the Medical
Building, in which our classes were being taught.® 60 A deposition taken
May 12, 1874, was probably more accurate. In December, 1862, the old
Medical Hall, at Second and Broadway, where Transylvania University was

57 Probably what was the greatest tragedy of the war was the spec—
tacle witnessed in Kentucky, where a mother often saw one son wear a blue
uniform, another a gray; and possibly worse, a father fighting against his
s0n.

58 Mabel H. Pollitt, op. cit., pe 75.

59 W. A, Dudley, Secretary, Board [ of Trustees, Transylvania Univere
sity], and James K. Patterson, Prinecipal, "Transylvania H School "
_I% gton Observer and Reporter, 39 (October 25, 1862), 1; (October 29,
1862), 1; (November 12, 1862), 1; (November 15, 1862), (November 29, 1862,

60 James K. Patterson, #Notes," published in Mabel H, Pollitt, A
Biography of James Kennedy Patterson, op. git., p. 77.
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temporarily conducting her "elassical and literary department® was forei-
bly seized by the Federal authorities for a general hoaﬁital, and "all
the teachers and pupils were ejected therefrom upon very short notice
by a military order from the Commandant." ®% George Wo Ranck's state-
ment supports the deposition of Shaw and is in opposition to Patt.erson's
farther statement that "The noble building /Medical Hall 7 was unfortu=
nately consumed by fire a few weeks later.® 62

Ranek stated that when the year closed the hospitals of the clty were
filled with sick and wounded soldiers all under the charge of DPr. Robert
Peter, former Dee;n of Transylvania Medical School and Professor of Mor-
rison College, as well as teacher or professor in Transylvania High School,
and melancholy squads with hearse and muffled drums passed hourly through
the streets of the city. 63 At the imprevised hospital at uorrison
Chapel, “the groéns of the wounded and dying filled the classie haila,
which had so often echoed to the logic of Holley, the fire of Bascom, or
the eloquence of Clay," 6l

Only a few hours after the last guests had departed from the "grand
hop" on the morning of May 22, 1863, the "large and handsome two story

Medical Hall of Transylvania University® 65 was found to be on

61 "Deposition of Hiram Shaw, City of Lexington v. Kentucky Universi-
ty, Fayette Circuit Court, Lexington, Kentucky, file 1717, May 12, 1874."

62 James K. Patterson, "Notes," published in Mabel H, Pollitt, op.
ﬁo, PPe 77“78‘

63 George W. Ranck, "Recollections," The Daily Lexington Transeript,
17 (Hovember lh., 1882) ? 1. )

6k Barksdale Hamlet s History of Education in Kentue pPe 293, Frank~
fort: State Journal Printing Co., 191hk. Pp. iv £ 330,

65 John McMurtry of Lexington was the architect and contractor for
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fire; 66 and by noon it was totally deétroyed. 67 With the bullding was
lost "a large medieal library, valuable and costly chemical appératus and
many anatomical drawings,” 68 together with the laboratory of the First
Geological Survey of Kemtucky., At the time of the fire the building was
occupied by sick and wounded Federal soldiers under the supervision of Dr.
Robert Peter, who had been in charge since 1862, 69

By arranganent with the Trustees of Transylvania University, James

and Andrew Patterson transferred the school to the basement of the Second

the building at a total cost of $23,915, which was completed "according to
the plans and specifications aforesaid before the lst of Oetober, 1840."
See "John McMurtry v. Trustees of Transylvania University; Fayette Circuit
Court, Lexington, Kentucky, file 996, June 2, 1841."

66 Je Winston Coleman, Jr., @%Qen During the Civil War, p. kl.
Lexington: Published by the Author, 1938, ‘

67 The fire took place about ten ofclock in the morning. The building
was occupied as a military hospital by the United States Ammy and was full
of sick and wounded soldiers. "Deposition of Hiram Shaw / Shaw was present
at the burning of the hall,/, City of Lexington y. Kentucky University,
Fayette Circuit Court, ton, Kentueky, file 1717, May 12, 1874."

68 114,

69 The Treasurer's Report, 1871, of Kentucky University [ Transyl-
vanla University and Kentucky University merged in 1865._7 stated that
$25,000 was recovered from the United States Goverrment "for pents and
damages to the medical college and other Transylvania property during
the war.” One-half of this $25,000 was claimed and recovered from the
Kentucky University by the City of Lexington, on the plea that the Medi-
cal Hall built by funds furnished by the city if it ever ceased to be

used as suche. "City of Lexington v. Kentucky University, Fayette Cir-
cuit Court, Lexington, Kentucky, file 1717, May 12, 1874."
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Presbyterian Ghurc}a, later to the bullding next to the Episcopal Chureh,
and finally to the oblong building, formerly used as a janitor's house,
in Gratz Parks '° Andrew li‘. Patterson died of typholid fever, as had his
brother William, only nine months later on August 11, 1863, n

(d) ACADRMIC YEAR, 1863-6h.—Principal Patterson wrote that "men's
minds were intent on nothing much except the war and it was difficult
to nake much headway in building up a school.” 72 However, some impore
tant atepi to the merger of Tpansylvania and Kontueky Universities were
taken in 1863-6k, as well as some steps toward the establishment of an
Agricultural and Mechanical $ollege under provisions of the Morrill Aet
of 1862. In 1863 the legislature of Kentucky had appointed a committee
to investigate the conditions of the acceptance of the Morrill Aet of
1862-~which provided for the establishment of an Agricultural and Mechani-
cal College in every State—to advertise these conditions, and to receive
bids for the location of the college from cities or from existing colleges
in the state,

Transylvania was ’the only institution alert to the possibilities of
such a college. Twice the conditions were advertised and twiee the one

offer came from Madison C. Johnson, president of the board of trustees of

7 James K. Patterson, "Notes," published in Mabel H. Pollitt, op.
git., p. 78 ' |

T Ihig,
72 1ig.
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& yet the legislature falled to adopt the

Transylvania University;
recommendation of the committee, that the Land Grant trust "be vested
in the former state university.t Th Defeated and discouraged in these
attempts and tired from the hardships brought about by the war, the trus«
tees made no further overture to the legislature.

The announcement for the second session of the academic year, 1863~
64, of Transylvania High School contained a statement telling of the
success of the institution. It said: #Those who wish to secure tuition
during the forthcoming session, must apply early, as our clagses are
already so numerous and so well filled that classification cannot be
made on entering at an advanced periocd of the term.t 5

(e) ACADEMIC YEAR, 1864~65.=eThe announcement for the year, 186465,
stated that the Mcommodious and pleasantly situated" building (Morrisen

Hall) on the coliege campus would be used for recitations during the

76

coming yeares As in the announcement for the year, 1863-6l, 7 this

announcement urged pren{ptness in matriculation as an answer to a smoother

functioning administration and the prevention of waste by the elimination

73 Mabel H. Pollitt, op. git., e 79
Th Iblde

7 W. A Dudley, Secretary, Board of Trustees and James K, Patterson,

Principal, "Transylvania High Scheol," Lexington Observer and Reporter, 40
(January 27, 1864), 1, -

76 "Transylvania High School," Léx:m@on Observer and Reporter, 41
(August 24, 1864), 34" , .

77 Ipid., 40 (January 27, 1864), 1.
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of excess classes. It stated further that applications for tuition should
be made early in order to facilitate the consolidation and prevent the un-
due duplication of classes. 78

In a resume of his four difficult and trying years of work at Tran-
sylvania, Patterson describes a curriculum far surpessing t.hab’ of the
average secondary school, ditfering not much from the collegiate courses
that superseded it. 79 The trustees of Transylvania at their last meeting
passed resolutions indieating their high regard for the prinecipal and re-
questing that the board of curators of Kentucky University--on which a
number of them had been chosen——appoint him to a professorship in the new
institutions This latter body complied with a double assignment: a pro-'v
fessorship of Latin in the College of Arts and a professorship of history
in the Agricultural and Mechanical College, 8

Congolidation of Sectarianism and Liberalism

The Kentucky Agricultural and Mechanical College was established
as a college of Kentucky University (Disciples of Christ denomina‘l';ional
affiliation) in 1865, and Kentucky and Transylvania Universities were
consolidated a few days later, The launching of the Agricultural and

78 Ivid., 41 (August 24, 1864), 3.

79 Mabel H. Pollitt, op. ¢it., pe 80s This information was taken
from a document now missing.

- 80

1og Ibid., this information was also taken from a document now miss~
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Mechanical College culminated many attempte of Kemtuckians to establish

a permanent state (public) college. Upon the basls of this college, the
University of Kentucky was built., After the state college separated from
Kentucky University in 1878, the latter gradually evolved into what is now
Transylvania College.

Egtablighment of a secular state college.-~The Morrill Act, 81 passed
by Congress in 1862, provided a land grant to each state for the purpose of
establiéhing agricultural and mechanical colleges. Morrill's measure car-
ried with it an allotment of publiec lands, 30,000 acres for each represen-
tative in Congress, to the several states of the Union, the proceeds of
which should be applied to found and endow colleges in each states In
these colleges there should be taught those branches of learning related
to agriculture and the mechanie arts, without excluding the classics and
other scientific studies, including military tacties. 82 In addition,
promotion of liberal and practical education among the industrial classes
was to be provided for.

The conditions of the Morrill Aet were accepted by the state on Janu-
ary 27, 1863. The general assembly of 1863~6) authorized the State Agri-
cultural Board to look out for a site for the new institution, but in the

latter's report it was stated that only one proposal, that of Transylvania

8l united States Statutes at Laige. 1862, Vol. XII, p, 503. Washing-
ton: Government Printing Office, 1862,

82 Ipid,.
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University, was received. This proposal was recommended by the State Ag-
rieultural Boarde &3 The state did not act upon Transylvania's proposal,
probably for two reagons: (1) Transylvania University's long troublesome
history was such that the people did not have confidence that a successful
aduinistration could be carried out under her control. (2) Kentuckians
were highly involved in war and were thinking in these terms instead of
in terms of education.

Thus, while the General Assembly had not acted upon Transylvania Unie
versity's proposal prier to 1865, the Transylvania trustees had offered
their buildings and grounds to the Kentucky University curators on the
condition that the latter would be moved to .ﬁexington. Agreement was
reached on this score. The reorganization of Kentucky University, based
upon the consolidation of two universities, and the establishment of an
Agricultural and Mechanical College were before the legislature at the
same time. 8

Bowman, who was working always for a larger and more influential
university, urged that the agricultural college be made a part of Ken-
tucky University. This was considered, but on February 22, 1865, due to
the fact that both Transylvania and Kentucky Universities desired a eon=

nection with the state college, the legislature passed a bill establishing

83 For a complete report of the State Agricultural Board, see Agts
of Kentucky, 1863-6L4 (Regular Session), Chapter 100L, p. 370.

8, Ses The

*
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the Agricultural and Mechanieal College as a college of the "larger Ken-
tucky University," a consolidation of Transylvanis and Kentucky Univer=
sitiess The provisions of the act were not to take effect until Tren-
sylvania and Kentueky Universities had been consolidated into one corpo-
ration under the name, Kentucky University. 85 The bill consolidating the
two universities was passed six days later on February 28, 1865. 86 In
the "larger Kentucky Unlversity® the dream of Transylvania's founders

seemed to be realized, but it was soon recognized that the Church and
State could not live together. 8

85 See Acts of Kentucky, 1865 (Regular Sessien), Vol. I, Chapter 968,
PPe 505“4'80

86 pots of Kemtucky, 1865 (Regular Session), Vol. I, Chapter 973, pe

67.

87 See Alvin ¥. Lewis, Higher Education in Kentucky, op. git., p. 88,
With the founding of the Agricultural and Mechanieal College, the

forerunner of the University of Kenmtucky (a public institution) upon the
campus of Kentuelky University (a sectarian institution), another experi-
ment in the form of a tie between Church and State was tried. In the
meantime, the federal funds authorized under the Morrill Act were used
to develop agriculture and mechanic arts in Kentucky University. In 1878,
when the people of Kentucky decided to establish a state institution of
higher learning, the Agricultural and Mechanical College was separated
from Kentucky University and reestablished on land given by the City of
Lexington and the County of Fayette. Thirty years later the legislature
changed the name of the institution to the State University of Kentucky,
and gave it additiomal finaneial support. In 1916 the name was again
changed, this time to University of Kentucky, and additional maintenance
was arranged by the legislature, See B h raity of Ker
tucky, 39 (May, 1947), l4.

In 1878 John B, Bowmsn, the first regent of the consolidated univer-
sities, resigned and Kentucky University under later presidents restrieted
its program to the liberal arts. In 1878 the College of the Bible, under
the charter of Kentucky University, withdrew, and has since operated as
a separate institution. In 1908 the College of Medicine, located them in
Louisville, was discontinued, with the College of Law following in 1912,
and the preparatory department im 1914. The name of Transylvania Univer—
sity was resumed in 1908, and with the concentration of its purpose and
with simplification of its academic organization the title "College" was
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Miscellaneous Problenms

The t of Transylvania University.--Although Rev. Green was per-
haps one of the best gqualified candidates elected to the presidency of
Transylvania University, the fact that he was a Presbyterian was undoubte
edly of some importance, since the trustees seem to have been anxioug to
gain the support of this denomination once again. However, the state
characteristically yithdrcw its aid and President Green accepted the
presidency of Centre College, the academic department's strongest com-
petitore The trustees' willingness to accept the resignation of Green,;_ :
a college president of experience and proven ability, is indieative of
their attitude throughout the history of the university. The work of
the board, composed of conflicting religious, soeial, political and eco-
nomic elements, seemed to be able to operate intelligently for the uniw
versity's welfare only at scattered intervals, and even then, incon-
sistently. | |

Jacksonian democracy of the 1825's, which had such a great bearing
on the social nature of the people of the East, North, and Northwest,
developed more slowly in the border states where a rather strong caste
system was thant.‘ Some results of this political and soc;ial phileosophy
involved an emphasis upon a public school system, and later upon publie

higher education, Although a beginning of a public school system in

adopted in place of "University" in 1915, See Transylvania College Cataw
logne, 1945-4k6, p. 9. Lexington: The College, 1946.
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Kentucky was made in 1838, and improved in 1849, there was no public
supported school system in Kentucky of any consequence prior to the
Civil War. Leaders in control of Kentueky obviously disapproved of
public supported education for the masses, and doled out legislation
in that direction only to an extent that pacified those agitating for
such educational reform, and never to an extent that might prove very
effective, Legislatien establishing the &ate Normal School in conjunc-
tion with Transylvania University seams to have been of this order. Here,
a slz,oeo» annual grant was set aside for futhering the training of teach-
era for the "public school system," which included scholarships for stus
dents unable to afford the education otherwise, The sudden revocation
of this legislation upon the first sign of ﬁ.naneial‘ depression seems to
verify the assumption that the original legislation was a political ges-
ture, and not the result of a deep-rooted social and politieal convietion
that public education for all the people was a healthy thing for society.

(a) KENTUCKIANS' DIVIDED SOCIAL INTERESTS.—The question of elavery,
which had divided the Kéthodiat Episcopal Chureh in the early 1840's, was
more and more dividing the state politically., Again, the question of
slavery was more highly contested politically in the border states. This
strong emphasis upon the taetera causing the Civil War by the leaders in
Kentucky may account in some measure for their inactivity by way of edu-
cational reform. ‘ Inattention to both the public school system and Transyl-
vania, sometimes a complete state university and sometimes partially so,
retarded the development of higher education in the state, the first by
failing to prepare more students for higher education, and the second by
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failing to prepare more t@ehers for the public school system.

The half-hearted attempt of Kentuckians to support Transylvania Uni-
versity is readily seen by a comparison of its history with that of the
economie history of the ante-bellum period in America, espeeially in Ken-
tucky. During nearly every period of depression or financial panic, the
university either declined sharply or approached failure. Its fate during
the panic of 1857 and during the depression that followed was somewhat
similar to its existence during other depressions. The severe depression
of 1861 marked the death blow to Transylvania University under its current
charter, if it had not already been in a proecess of dying as a result of
the panic of 1857. Had the low points in the school's life follewed the
low points in the business eycles at greater intervals, some evidence of
reserve power would have been ghown. Koiever, the almost simultaneous
finaneial eyeles of the university and of business activity in gemeral
indicate in strong terms the lack of an adequate financial plan for the
support of the university. ’

(b) NEW LIBERAL HOPE OF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.~Although the founders'
dream of a great central and liberal state university was virtually for-
gotten with the decline of the medical and law schools, some educators
warmed to the Act of 1856, ereating the State Nommal School, with renewed
hope. The state for a time seemed to be of a liberal politiecal cast not
unlike that of 1818, but the true character of the legislature soon became
apparent, when this act was revoked.

It was only with the assistance of federal funds made available
through the Morrill Act that Kentucky Agricultural and Mechanical College
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was established as a part of the combined Transylvania-Kentucky University.
This cellege was the first permanent non-denominat\iez;al college founded in
Kentucky, but even it was planted on denominational soil (Kentucky Univer-
sity, a Disciples of Christ or Christisn institution)s. However, it was not
bound to the denominational university very rigidly, and after thirteen
years action was taken to divest this state'adolescent institution of its
denominational mother. Upon removal to its own campus in 1880, the Ken~
tucky Agriculturaly and Mechanical College was placed in an environment
more conducive to growth and expansion. Step by step this college grew
into the University of Kentuckye. The goal of the Transylvania Univer-
sity founders of 1799 and 1818, to found a great cemtral and liberal state
university, which would serve as a capstone for a system of public schools
in the state, was not realized for a century. In contrast stand the great
state universities of Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and California, which
reached phenomenal growth in a quarter of a century,

(c) PROBLEM OF A STATE SECULAR UNIVERSITY IN KENTUCKY.-The difference
in ihe development of a state university in Keat,ucky and one in Michigan
may be accounted for by & consideration of the following factors. Kenw
tucky, an older state, came of age with the original states, Throughout
the period prior to the Civil War, higher education in America was in an

: ‘adé}ssceub stage. The philosophy of free public elementary and secondary
"fsgl:;bols had been settled in Michigan and in some of the other Northwestern
states in the late 1830's and early 1840's. A comparsble public system
was not developed in Kentucky until some fifty years later, in the 1880's

and 1890's, and even then a large segment of the population was not
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affected in the practical application of the system. This delay in the
development of a public school system in Kentucky was due in part to its
caste system resulting from the recent slave system, which in the North-
west and West was, at least, eliminated by law, Jacksonian democracy,
as practiced in the early Northwest and West, may not have been acceptable
to Kentuckians at this time,

Jeffersonian and Jacksonian democracy of the 1825's spread to religien.
In opposition to the older Protestant religions, which called for eternal
life of the "few," some more democratic ministers, advocating eternal life
for all mankind and other explanstions of the Seriptures differing from
older interpretations, led their followers away from the established de~
nomirations. The Unitarians broke away from the Congregationalists; the
New Lights, Cumberland Presbyterians, and Disciples of Christ pulled away
from the Presbyterians; and splits came in the Baptist Church. Since with
a few exceptions all higher education in Ameriea prior to the Civil War
was a result of efforts of the different demominatioms, these splits or
divisions tended to multiply colleges far beyond the numbers of some four
or five denominations which took the early lead in higher education. This
miltiplication of colleges worked against the older established schools
through competition in the reeruitment of students. Controversies within
boards of trustees of the older schools, brought about to some degree by
these religious divisions, proved to be a point of dissension that worked
against the:i_.r progress. Public institutions of higher education in the
Northwest and West did not encounter these problems confronting Trangyle
vania University at every turn in their rapid expansion and development.,
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(d) INADEQUATE FINANCIAL SUPPORT.-~The inadequate financial pattern
set for Tranaylvania University by its founders was not altered to any
great extent during its whole period of existence. In a few instances
the miserably low financial budget of the academic department was augumente
ed by endowment, both of a private and public nature, but as a financlal
plaa the inadequateness of support is a constant characteristic of the
school's history.

Academic freedom.-—Academic freedom of the professors seems to have
gone hand in hand with the secular administrations of Tpansylvania, Ale
though one professor, Rev. James Welsh, was forced to resign because of
his alleged Pederalism and religious sectarianism, and Rev. Horace Holley
lost his positlion as a result of free speaking, it ean also be pointed
out that whemn the state, city, and private interests refused to support
the school im 1842, forming a contract with the Methodist Church, some of
the academic faculty were discharged for religious reasons. Here was an
example of profesgors losing their positions because they were not Metho-
dists. Later in the Methodist administration, other professors were dis-
missed in an effort to attract students from widely scattered areas by
replacing some of the faculty with men from cther states. Dr. Cross, a
medical professor, was dismissed from the medical faculty for reasons that
would probably be upheld as awvalid basis for dismissal teday. Dr.
Caldwell's dismissal fer directing the establishment of a rival school
did not seem to be in conflict with the usual conception of academic free-

dom.,

Wihile the evidence seems to indicate that there was not complete
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academic freedom as it is known in the present time at Transylvania, yet
in some (or a few) cases professors were allowed rather wide latitude in

their right to say what they believed.
Summary

It has Eeen shown that another substantial effort to establish a
liberal state university was made in 1856, vhen the state again came to the
support of the venerable but declining Transylvania. When the state called
for the establishment of a state teachers college as an additional college
of the university, the law and medieal schools were almost ready to close
their doors, and the academic department was at a low ebb. Very little
controversy of a liberalisn versus sectarianism nature seemed to be inw-
volved on the surface, but, within the framework of the state govermment,
opposition to a public school of any type may have been strong. At any
rate, the funds fo;- the support of the public teachers college were with-—
drawn after the appropriation for the second year had been mades While
the evidence is not c‘lear, the timing of the withdrawal of funds seems to
have been a result of the severe financial panic of 1857, rather than from
sectarian forces which opposed a public school. ’

A final effort to establish a liberal public college in Kentucky
was successful at the close of the Civil War, but, as a part of this or-
g'aniza.tien, Transylvanis lost her identity. Because of her long history
of battle scars, Transylvania was overlooked as a base upon which the
new federal-supported agricultural and mechanical college could be es-?

tablisheds But in a search for an appropriate school, the new Diseciples
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of Christ affiliated Kemtucky University was preminently named. However,
citizens of Lexington, who had been the first to support higher education
in Kent.uéi:y, made every effort to bring the new college to that city.
Since Kentucky University had lost its main building through fire, a com-
promise wes worked out wherein ‘the former ﬁculd be moved to the campus of
Transylvania. After a bill ostablishing the new agricultural and mechani-
cal school as a college of Kentucky University wes passed, legislation
combining Transylvania and Kentucky Universitiés under the latter's name
was enacteds Technically, Transylvania University never became a ‘part
of the new University of Kentucky, since the latter was formed out of the
independent state-controlled agriecultural and mechanical college, which
was moved away from Kentueky University in 1778 and established upon a
new campus across the city. First, acquiring the name State College, its
name later became University of Kemtucky. Kentucky University, the see-
tarian school, became in time Transylvania College. While technically
Transylvania is not the mother of the University of Kentucky, she was the
first "University of Kentucky."® Transylvenia was a quasi state institu~
tion under the State of Virginia for twelve years, 1780-1792, a quasi |
state institution under the State of Kentucky for forty-seven years, 1792«
1839, From 1839 to 1865, exc'ept for a period of two years, 1856-1857,
when Transylvania was the recipient of state aid and the normal school
at Trensylvania was completely under state control, Transylvania was under
a tripartite control. Since the state retained three-eights' control in
the board of trustees (the City of Lexington had three-eights' and the
Transylvania Institute, two-eights' control), Transylvania during the
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period 1839 to 1865 was subject t0 a large amount of state control.
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CHAPTER X
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Definition of the Problem

The definition of the problem includes discussions of the purpoae,}
themes, and need of the study; its delimitation and organization; techni-
cal terms; and related studies and sources of data.

Purpose, themes, and need of the study.—The purpose of this study is
to describe the efforts of Kentuckians over a period of eighty-five years
to establish a permanent state university. In evaluating and interpreting
this striving for a cultural achievement in terms of an advanced school,
three significant phases of activity emerge. The first theme is that of
the pefennial effort of Kentuckians to build a liberal university in the
face of eontinued failure and disappointment, The second theme includes
controversies largely of religious and political partisanship, but some
of which were of a personal nature. Another theme is that of the profes—
sional educational contributions of the medical and law schools, which
included the bulk of the student body., Minor themes deal with the general
contributions to education made by Transylvania in terms of pioneering,
denominational affiliations, and saunses for failure of Transylvania to
reach the ambitious goals of its founders, because of a vlack of sufficient
financldl support, general public support, effectlve leadership, and ade-
quate public or private elementary schools. A constant dynamic redistri-
bution of population and the continual building of new competing éo#egqs

303
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were two forces that had great influence upon Transylvania's growth. In |
reviewing the contributions of Transylvenia to education alongside a re-
view of the inadequate attempts to depict this history, the need for the
study is highly apparent.

Delimitation and organization of the study.-~This study is delimited
to the development of the central and secondary themes, No effort has
been made to include many of the subjects commonly found in histories of
higher educational institutions, such as student life, curricula, or con-
tributions of the many professors. Eight chronological periods are dis-
cussed as chapters which include both chronologiecal and topical develop-
ment s. |

Definition of termg.~-Arminianism and Socinianism are two liberal
positions that are defined in this study. Calvinism is defined as a sec-
tarian, "orthodox," and conservative position of the Presbyterians and
a few of their denominational allies. Liberalism is defined as a move~
ment in contemporary Protestantism, emphasizing intellectual liberty and
the spiritual and ethiecal content of Christianity. Its primary substance
is the spiritual freedom of mankind. Any attempt on the part of consti-
tuted authorities to exert artificial pressure or regulation on the indie
vidual, in his mental or spiritual spheres, is an unjustifiable intérfereneo,
an enslavement of his personality and initiative and is opposed by liberale
iam, , |

Related studies and sources of data.-hile the related studies are
numerous, their objeetivity is questioned in almost every instance, Pri-
mary sources include manuscripts, legal documents, Acts of Virginia and
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Kentucky, university catalogues and announcements, magazines, newspapers,
professional journals, court decisions, addresses of the presidents, and
miscellaneous publications, such as reports, lectures, orations, and let-
ters, Secondary sources include Kentuecky histories, educational histories
of medicine and law, related studies, books and periodical articles, and
biographies,

Theme I: Efforts to Establish a Liberal State University

Limitation of early success.~~Efforts to establish a liberal nniéer«-
sity were opposed in every instance by denominational groups, led in most
instances by the Presbyterians, The confliet first teok form in 1787,
when the arguments favoring liberalism and denominationalism were reduced
to writing in the Kentucky Gazette. Transylvania Seminary was established
as a church-related college, but in a community highly influenced by the
liberalism of the frontier and by the French infidelity being brought to
America by intellectuals who were no longer welcome in their native Eng-
land and France., Thus Transylvania Sgminary was conceived in conflict.

When the liberal trustees gained the balance of power in the board,
they called a liberal clergyman, Rev. Harry Toulmin, to the presidency,
and by l7§h Trangylvania Seminary was organized on a liberal basis. This
organization resulted in a split of the trustees along party lines, with
the Presbyterians' withdrawal to organize a sectarian college in keeping
with their own idéals. In a broad sense a liberal college was operated for
ﬁvo years prior to 1799, when denominationalism and liberalism were

mergede The Presbyterians proved a tenacious foe to liberalism,
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Transylvania University, the result of a merger of the libersl Tran-
sylvania Seminary and the denominational Kentucky Academy, was launched
upon a liberal basis. Controlled by a board consisting of parties, Tran-
sylvania University soon felt the power of the Presbyterians again, and
by 1804 the university was described as sectarian in poliey. Transylvania
was outwardly and professedly liberal from 1794 to 1796, but from 1796 to
1804 liberalism was much less conspicuous. BEarly efforts of the liberal-
minded citizens of Kentucky to establish a college free from sectarian in-
fluence were only partially suceessful. 3ignifieantv&s the primary deter-
ring influence to liberal higher education in Kentucky during this period
were the Presbyterians, who were led by a strong, determined, and highly
trained clergy. A desire to protect their vested interests, consisting
of an honored role as administrator of the state's college, accounted,
perhaps, as much for the Presbyterians' opposition to liberalism in
Kentucky's higher education as did the principle itself.

Horace Holley's liberal leadership.—~The first truly liberal adminis-
tration did not come until after a period of Presbyterian domination of
twelve years. Strong efforts by Kentucky liberals to elect a president
from outside the Presbyterian zone of influence were made by 1816, Two
years passed before Rev. Horace Holley, a Congregationalist turned Unie
tarian, was installed in the president's office. For nine years the uni
versity prospered and developed under a liberal administration. So outw
standing did Transylvania become that national recognition was given it at
every turne HNational periodicals noted its prominence and recorded its

operation, international travelers referred to it as the "kthena of the
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West ,ﬁ and Americanlsrues such as lafayette addressed its students. Holley
moved in an el:Lto cirele composed 1arg;oly of liberal Kentucky leaders, busi-
nésa men, professional men, and land holders. Holley's liberalism was
open, blatant, and unrestraineds His personal conduct, especially his
habits of assoeciating with men who frequented the race track, the card
room and the ballroom and theatre, proved to be a target for those who
wished to destroy liberalism and secularism in higher education in Ken-
tucky., Having no better objective, Holley's foe, the Presbyterian eclergy,
launched an attack upon the former's religion and his personal life and
habits. Transylvamia's earlier history reveals the Presbyterians' re-
sourcefulness in attacking liberals. Their attack upon Holley, which was
sustained, sharp, and deadly, brought an early end to Tpransylvania's most
renowned period. | |

While the Presbyterians prevented the continuation of the Holley
liberal administration, as they had done in the case of Harry Toulmin in
1796, they cannot be blamed for the plight of Transylvania., Characterw
istiecally, the Presbyterians made an early drive to establish schools of
higher education in pre-Revolutionary America. In any effort to determine
what party blocked Transylvania's road to progress, the historical per-
spective extending back to the establishment of the sshool must be consid~
ered. Although it is certain the Presbyterians would ‘not have supported
or administered a liberal and secular college, still there is no cenclﬁ-
sive evidence to show tha£ the Presbyterians would have condicted a col-
lege 30 narrow as to stifle progress in the West, But, certainly the
Presbyterians! administration from 1804 to 1816 dld not indiecate that
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Presbyterians were ready to expand Transylvania to any great extent, where-
as the experience of the liberals, both in the instance of Harry Toulmin
and Horace Holley, demonstrate that they were progressive, liberal, and
successful, By 1828 the second liberal period of Transylvania'a‘ histery
had ended. |

Quasi-liberalism.—-After Holley's departure Transylwnia remained
under the control of a liberal board, but with Holley's castigation fresh
in mind the board did not choose to subject another liberal leader to a
similar treatment, nor did potential liberal candidates for the presiden-
tial pest’deaire to aécept a position which might bring about their pre-
fessional ruin. After considerable delay im which the umiversity depre-
ciated severely, the trustees called a Baptist clergyman to the presidency.
Rev, Alva Woods' administration was not sectarian., Two Episcopalian clergy-
men who followed Woods in the presidency held rather liberal views, How=
ever, the board called upon representatives of these churches in an effort
to solieit support for the rapidly declining academiec department. Although
intricate plans for progress are replete in inauguration addresses, the
university dociinod to a point where a financial reorganization of the
academic department was imperative, if continued operation was to follow.

Even a Presbyterian clergyman, Rev. Robert Davidson, followed a
liberal poliey for two years while president of Transylvania from 1840
to 1842, But this bid for Presbyteriam support was belated and, although
Davidson strongly urged a larger endowment for the university, he was
undermined by the trustees' secret agreement with the Methodists shortly
after his acceptance of the presidency. Davidson's administration was
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doomed to failure as soon as the commitment with the Methodist Episcopal
General Conference was made.

Third period of liberal control.--After elght years of denominatiomal
control of the academic department by the Methodists, the latter withdrew,
and a liberal peried, characterized largely by decline, began. However,
follewing six years of general decline in the academic department, another
brilliant but ghort-lived period of liberal and secular control was launch-
ed, New hope was held for Transylvania when the university was reorganized
by the state in 1856« Under this reorganization public teacher-training
was to be emphasized. This, the shortest liberal period, was ended when
the legislature discontinued the yearly state appropriations granted under
the act of 1856, Rev. Lewis Green, a Presbyterian clergyman and a dis-
tinguished and experienced educator, revealed his prowess as an adminis-
trator for one year, but upon the state's withdrawal of support he also
withdrew to accept a similar post at the Presbyterians' school at Danville,
Centre College. ’

General decline followed after state support ceaseds The Civil War
brought continued decline and the university struggled through the war
period under a greatly decreased program. The only hope for Transylvania
University seemed to lie in a rebirth.

A permanent liberal college‘enuring the Civil War, the federal gov-
ermment through the Morrill A;t made possible federal aid for higher edu=
cation under certain conditionse In order to qualify fdr this federal aid
the state began to study its higher education‘facilities. Kentucky Univere
sity, a denmominational Disciples of Christ (Christian) school, which hed
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developed out of Bacon College, had been very successful since 1858, but
with the loss of its main building at Harrodsburg in 1864 it faced a dif-
ficult problem of securing plant facilities., Transylvania University had
undergone sufficient controversies as to cause the state legislature to
discredit it"/as a parent for a new agricultural and mechanical college
that was to be createde A final plan to merge Kentucky University with
Transylvania University at Lexington, and to establish the new state col-
lege (with its eligibility for federal funds and lands) upon the base of
the combined institution, was carried out in February, 1865, The result
was the first permanent establishment of a secular college in Kentucky.,
Although the statek college was opened as a college of Kentucky University, it
hevertheless was free in its administration, even to the extent of a
separate president. After thirteen years under the shadow of this dew
nominational university, the state college was moved to a new location

in Lexington where, later, with greater state aid it was developed into
the University of Kemtucky.

Theme II: Sectarianism versus Liberalism

Plight of Trangylvania.--It has been shown that the plight of Tran-
sylvania was a reysult of thé controversy between those holding a view of
Christisn Protestantism of an orthodox nature (in its narrow sense in-
cluding Calvinists and in the broader sense including all Protestant
Trinitarisns), and those who advecated liberal higher education in Ken-
tucky (higher education of a liberal and public nature, wherein the great
prineiples of Christianity were emphasized)s Conclusive evidence has
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been presented to pmy‘ei V:the!ft either party, without the stifling opposition
of the other, éould have oéerated ,& university of significant proportions.
Each party was successful for short periods of time even in the face of
extreme opposition fram the party not in control.

Administrative ability of the Presbyteriang.—The Presbyterians dem-
enst»rétcd their abllity to organize and sustain institutions of higher
education in America by their relation with Princeton; the early Virginia
colleges, Washington (later Washington and Lee), and Hampden-Sidney; and
others. Again, when the Presbyterians withdrew from Tramsylvania in 1794
and in 1818, first, voluntarily, and second, involuntarily, they demon-
strated their ability to organize and establish Kentucky Academy and
Centre College, respectively., The identity of the Academy was lost in
its merger with Transylvania Seninary to form Transylvania Uﬂiversity in
1798. Centre College proved to be a permanent churehfrelated colleges

Success of the liberalge--Similarly, the liberals duonstra_ted their
ablility to operate a university on a pregressive scale. Rev. Harry Toul-
min, a liberal-minded teacher, from 1794 to 1796 gave Transylvania Semi~
nary a liberal administration, Rev, Horace Holley and his philesophicale
1y liberal supporters were at the helm during Transylvania's "golden®
Years. Certainly, this administration of nine years, Transylvania's
most brilliant, was successful but for sectarian opposition. Again in
1856 the state reorganized Transylvania as a liberal college, but op-
position from denominational interests, both open and hidden, resulted
in its short-lived duration. The evidence shows that the Presbyterians,
and later the other denominations, were successful in establishing
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permanent colleges in Kentucky prior to the Civil War.

However, such was not true in the case of liberal schools of higher
educations Although seemingly competent administrators guided Transyle
vania through three liberal administrations, the liberals were unable
to sustain themselves. They were able to establish a permanent liberal
and secular college only with the aid of the state and federal govern-—
ments. Not until 1865 and 1866, some eighty years after the Presbyteriw
ans opened the doops to Transylvania Seminary, one of Amerieca's early
church~dominated "publict colleges, were the liberals and secularists |
able to establish a permanent college. |

Growth limited by econtroversy.—~Given a relatively free rein, cer-

tainly each party would have developed Transylvania under widely separated
philosophies, but the end result for Kentuckians may have been rather
similar in either case. The histories of Princeten and Centre Colleges

do .not reveal that they were administered on such a narrow basis as to
send forth graduates who advocated a mon-progressive society, and aimilar-
ly the state universities of Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, and North
Carolina were certainly not liberal and secular before the Civil War, ex~-
cept over short periods of time. Thus, it may be congluded upon the basis
of evidence presented that eigher part-}, not unduly hampered by the other,
ecould have administered Transylvanis on a rather efficlent and effective
basis. But locked in conflict and disagreement, and holding basically
different philosophical views, the party controversy ﬁa the big hurdle
blocking Transylvania's growth and restricting it as a university to limite

ed expansion and opportunity during most of its existence.
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Theme III: Professional Educational Contributions

Both the medical and law schools of Transylvania University made
significant contributlions to professional educatior in young America. The
medical school's greatest coétribution lay in her training of some six
thousand medical practitioners serving the new South and West largely, ‘
as well as the outstanding contributions of her professcrs in terms of
operations, sclentific articles, and textbooks., The law school made its
greatest contribution to professional legal training by breaking down the
prejudice on formal classroom training for law in an era when lawyers had
been trained traditionally through an apprenticeship. Certainly the two
t.f;ousand lawyers trained at Transylvania took leading places in politiés,
st the bar, and on the bench in the new South and West.

The Tramsylvania Medieal School.—The Transylvania Medical School,
which had its erigin in 1799, did not beccme fully effective until after
its reorganization im 1819, Nhila its most effective perlod was one of
thirty years, 1819-1849, it continued active until 1859,

(a) PIONEER MEDICAL INSTRUCTION.~<Earliest medieal instruction at
Transylvania beginning in 1799, while not administered on an extended
basis, was a contribution to medical educational pioneering. But the
establishment of a more formal medical school in 1817 was marked by con=
troversy. Boetorshsenjamin Dudley and Daniel Drake, the two outstanding
nedieal educators in the Mississippl Valley during their lifetimes, became
involved in a heated ecntreveréy, which was reduced to writing in pamphlet
form. The results of this controversy set a dangerous precedent in the
medical school thaﬁ was followed again in 1837, Drake withdrew in 1818
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and established a competing medical school in Cincinnati. By 1319 the
Transylvania medical school was established on a permanent kbasis.

(b) RISE OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOLe~Under the guiding hand of Presidemt
Holley, the medical unit developed into the leading medieal sechool of the
West and next to the medical school of the University of Pennsylvenla was
the second medical school of America. Problems of securing sufficient
anatomical specimens for dissection, location, and availability of suf-
ficient hospital cases and hospital faeilities arose at an early date.
Although miner controversies were settled and re-kindled, as was evidenced
by Dr. Drake's reﬁurn and subsequent departure, the friction from which
controversy was kindled was increased as Louisville became Kentucky's
metropolis and Transylvania medical professors looked at their rival city
with covetous eyess The new city might soon support large hospital facili-
ties, furnish ample anatomical specimens, and present a greater variety of
medical cases for treatment and study, they pondered. Enrollments reached
two hundred for the 1823-2) session and jumped to 281 in 1826~27. After
some decline the student body again rose to 262 in 1833-34. The wide ine
fluence and regional character of the medical school were demonstrated by
the proportionate number of out~of-state students and graduates., In 1827
graduates from nine states other than Kentucky constituted sixty-four per-
cent of the total enrollment, with thirty-fouwr from outside the state and
nineteen from Kentucky. _

(¢) MEDICAL SCHOOL SPLIT OVER CONTROVERSY,~With the rapid multipli-
cation of medical schools in Louisville and Cincinnati, beginning as early

as 1833, the Transylvania medical faculty surveyed the medical education
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problem in the Mississippl Valley, deciding against the establighment of
too many medical schools. At the same time the problem of either estab-
lishing a medical school in Louisville or moving the Transylvania Medical
School to Louisville arose in the Kentucky press. Offers of buildings:and
facilities in Louisville spurred some of Transylvania's faculty to take
a favorable view toward moving the school to Louisville, especially sinee
Lexington was rapldly losing its artificial commercial position due teo
the opening of the Mississippl and the possibility of steam traffic up-
stream, When Dr. Charles Caldwell decided that he would accept a position
with the Louisville mediecal school, three other professors followed him
goon afterwards. The result of this revolt was an impetus toward re
financing and otherwise strengthening Transylvania by Lexington citizens.
The reorganization that followed held great promise, but it was soon re-
vealed to have been too little and ﬁoo late., However, the immediate ef-
fect was to stimulate the medical school toward immediate expansion, as
a new medical building was in the offing, Transylvania held its high
placeﬂ in Mississippl Valley and American medical education for another.
decade, but began to show decline by 1850, The last session was that of
1858-59, Had the medieal school been continued in operation for three
more years, there is reason to belleve that it would have rendered valuw
able service in training more medical doctors to cai-e for the wounded of
the Civil War. Again, had it remained in operation during this period,
the impetus of federal aid through the Morrill Aet of 1862 might have been
sufficient to hold the university together on an active basis,

The Trans zlvania Law School.~-The Transylvania Law School was active
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for a fifty-nine year period, 1799-1858, except for a three-year period,
1826-1829, when no eompetent professors wers avallable. Transylvani# is
generally conceded by logai educational historians to have been America's
outstanding law school from 1799 to 1838, when Harvard's law school step-
ped into the leading role.

(a) EARLY LEGAL EDUCATION,~-Transylvania Law School, the first col=
legiate law school intended for other than undergraduates with any per-
manency, was established in 1799 when George Nicholas was elected to the
professorship of lawe. Nicholas, friend and follower of Thomas Jeffersen,
accepted the latter's philosophy both in regard to teaching iaw by formal
instruetion, and in slanting the teaching of law to ineclude politieal
proselytizing, The Federalist stamp was perhaps as much a part of legal
training at Harvard as was Republicanism at Transylvania, Although 'gho
celebrated Henry Clay was a member of the law school faculty from 1805
to 1807 and served as a board member many years afterwards, he never
accepted the responsibility of "fathering® the university, as did Jefw
ferson in the case of the University of Virginie. For a genoration Trane
sylvania was the only organized center of legal education west of the
Alleghanies, and it led all law schools from 1799 until 1821 except one
private school, Litchfield, and for a year or two Harvard, which enrolled
a few more students. By 1821 Transylvania had surpassed Litehfield, and
held the lead agaim until 1838, when Harvard, Virginia, Yale, and William
and Mary toek the lead, which they held until 1860,

(b) HOLLEY'S IMPACT UPON THE LAW SCHOOL.—Horace Holley's early traine

ing in law came 'to good use when he began to work for the expansion of the
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legal program at Transylvanisa. In addition to delivering two series of
lectures on Blackstone, he spurred his colleagues, William T. Barry,
political strategist and Postmaster General under Jackson, and Jesse
Bledsoe, Kentucky'!s famed legal scholar and orator, to new heights in |
thelr lecturing and guldance of young lawyers. While the law school
boasted of no student enrollments comparable to those of the medical
school, it is to be noted that formal legal education was a younger field
and that Transylvenia was America's leading pioneer in this branch of
education. The average number of law students for the period, 1822 to
1825, was approximately :brtyhtwo. The law school became inactive for
three years, 1626 to 1829, after which time it was reopeneds The truse
tees stated that the law school was suspended bscause competent profes—
sors were not availables In the field of law Holley and his associates
had to face and overcome the popular prejudice that existed against ine
struction by lecture, an opposition based upon the tradition of private
training., Holley in defending the lecture method against the apprentice
method, pointed out that the lecture method provided excitement in the
teacher and pupils and that it furnished all the well known benefits of
competition.

(c) RECRGANIZATION OF THE LAW SCHOOL,—The Transylvania Law School
was reorganized in July, 1838, with three professors, and numbering seventy-
one students in 183%40., TForty-four bachelor of laws degrees were granted to
the class of 1842, Funds mede available through the reorganization of the
university were used to expand the library to give Transylvania one of

the best selected law libraries in America. United States Supreme Justice
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John Harlan, a graduate of the class of 1852, when visiting Trangylvania
in 1908 deseribed the three law professors of this period, George Robertw
son, Tpomas A, Marshall, and Aaron K. Woolley, as the best in Ameriea,
and as the greatest lawyers to hold positions as legal professors in this
country.

From 1842 to 1849 the number of students averaged amually froem sixty
to sixty-five, and the graduates from twenty-five to thirty, and from 1849
te 1859 the number of students was reduced by about one half.

(d4) DECLINE OF THE 1AW SCHOOL.-lMany efforts were made to hold the
enrollment of the 1840's, but increased competition in nearby Louisville,
Bloomington (Indiana), Cincimnati, Lebanon (Tennmessee), and Memphis caused
a drép in Transylvania's student-body. A regional school in the sense
that it vdrew a large percentage of its studeﬁts from outside the state,
Transylvania suffered desperately from the new competition arising in
city and state legal educational centers. Reduced from a regionsl school
that drew fifty-four per cent of its students from outside of the u‘baﬁe
in 1833, to one limited largely to the state, a great deal of retrenche
ment was necessary. Even within the state, Transylvania was receiving a
great deal of competition from the University of Louisville Law School.'
The Transylvania Ln; School closed iﬁs doors at the end of the 1857-58
session after sixty years of creditable service. It had graduated between
one thousand and twelve hundred young lawyers, and more than two thousand

lawyers had received the major part of their legal training at Transylvamia.
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Minor Themes

In addition to the three major themes, which extend virtually through
the entire study, certain minor themes upon which the story of Transylvania
is hinged emerge intermittently. These minor themes are divided into
those concerning Transylvania's general contributions to education and
those related to the causes for Trangylvanials failure to reach the
ambitious goals of her founders.

Contributions to education.—In addition to the major themes, other

contributions to education made by Tranéylvania center around her pioneer-
ing, her numerous denominational affiliations s and the academic freedom of
her professors, _

(a) PIONEERmG.mTransylvania was truly the pioneer educational ine
stitution bf the Weste Some of thé ways in which she pioneered are enu-
merated as follows:

(1) As a seminary operating under a charter from the State of Vipre
ginia, the trustees of Transylvania Seminary had opened a frontier gremmar
school in the Kentucky district in 1785, four years before Washington was
seated as the first president of the United States, under severely hazard«
ous conditions in which battles between the settlers and Indians were takw
ing place with disastrous results.

(2) Pionesr Transylvania University was chartered and began operating
an academic college and two professional schools, medicine and law, in
1799 on the Kentucky frontier, seven years after Kentucky became an in-

dependent state and only five years after Mad Anthony Wayne's victories
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over the Indian tribes in the North. Skimishés between the settlers and
the Indians were not infrequent occurrences even at this time in Kentucky.

(3) Transylvania, a pioneer liberal university, had by 1818 elected
a liberal board of trustees, completely divorced itself from its former
Presbyterian connection, and excluded training for the ministry from its
prime cbjectives. Transylvania was an active and useful university while
plans were being completed for the University of Virginia, one of the
leading ante bellup state universities.

(&) Transylvenia was a pioneer "municipal” university. In 1839 a
reorganization plaged the control of Transylvania in the hands of three
bodies with the following ratio of control: State of Kentucky, three votes,
City of Lexington, 'three votes, and Transylvemia Institute, two votes.
Since the Transylv;nia Institute was largely composed of Lexington's
citizens, control was virtually placed in the hands of citizens of Lex~
ington. With three votes to the private body's two, Tranaylvaﬁia became
at least a gquasi municipal (public) unmiversity.

(5) In contracting the control of the academic department to the
Methodists from 1842 to 1850, the trustees of Transylvania pioneered in

university management,

(6) Transylvania organized in 1856 a state teachers college, which -
was Kentucky's first.

(7) The teaching of professional law by the lecture method was a
ploneering achievement of Transylvania,

(8) Pioneering medical professors of Transylvania founded the first
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permanent medical schools in Cincinnati and Louisville. ,

(9) Dr. Samuel Brown in founding Kappa Lambda, a secret medical fra-
ternity designed to raise standards in medical education, established be-
tween 1799 and 18@2 the first professional honorary university fraternity
in America.

(b) NUMEROUS DENCMINATIONAL AFFILIATIONS,—~Transylvania's connection
with a large number of denominational bedies during her loné history is
undoubtedly a uniqﬁe type of control among her contemporaries., While the
State of Virginia lfield full contrel over Transylvania Seminary frem 1780
to 1792,’and the Statc of Kentucky held full control over the Seminary
and the University from 1792 to 1839, these states did not see fit to
exercise their control during much of the time, allowing one or another
denominational gmt}ip to exercise control. From 1839 te 1865 the State of
Kentucky legally céntrolled three of the eight trustees' votes governing
Transylvania, the others being granted to the City of Lexington (three)
and Transylvania Institute (two), but since citizens of Lexington largely
comprised the Transylvania Institute, control was virtually vested in the
City of lLexington or its citizens. Religious affiliations of a formal or
informal type came into existence from time to time. :Basically, they came
into control or semi-control in the following order.

(1) The Presbyterians arranged for the charters of 1780 and 1783 and
remained in almost complete control of Transylvania until 179§, when a
liberal Baptist, Rev. Harry Toulmin, who held Socinian views, was elected
president.

(2) From 1794 to 1796 liberals were in control of the school., Since
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Toulmin was a Baptist, the liberal Baptists may have beem more influential
in control than any other denomination.

(3) Rev, James Meore, an Episcopalian Rector, came to the presidency

 in 1796, giving the Episcopalians the upper-hand in the school's affairs.

(4) When Rev, James Blythe, a Presbyterian minister, was elected act-
ing president in 1804, the university returned to Presbyterian control,
which was rigidly followed, perturbing the liberals te action after the
lapse of a twelve-year period.

(5) ﬁhen Rev. Robert Bishop, an Associate Reformed clergyman, was
elected to the acting presidency in 1816, the liberals had foreced the
Presbyterians to alter their sectarian hold upon the university; the
Associate Reformed Church was in the dominant position in terms of con~
trol.

(6) Rev, Horace Holley, a Unitarian clergyman with many Socinian
views, came to Lexington upon the invitation of liberal members of the
community in 1818./ As the texture of society in Kentucky became more
conservative with the establishment of more churches, with the settlement
of the state, and with the working out of post war (War of 1812) problems,
the liberals found themselves a minority, and Holley found himself uns
popular with a large number of the Protestant denominations,

(7) Holley's resignation in 1827 soon brought action from the trustees,
who, inviting (Galﬂnistie) Baptist support, elected Rev. Alva Woods,
President of (Baptist) Brown University to the presidency.

(8) A period of Episcopalian affiliation, 1832-1838, was an informal
one brought about by the election of Rev., Benjamin O, Peers and Rev,
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Thomas W. Coit, two Episcopalian clergymen, to the acting presideney and
presidency respectively.

" (9) From 1838 to 1840, Dr. Louis Marshall, a layman, headed the
university and control passed from the State of Kentucky to a tripartite
control of a state, a city, and a private corporation.

(10) Another invitatien for Presbyverian support may have been behind
the election of Reve Robert Davidson, Presbyterian clergyman, in 1840, but
the Presbyterians took little interest in the school during this peried.

(11) In 1842 the agreement between the trustees and the Methodist
Episcopal Chwech became active, a connection which lasted two years.

(12) with the establishment of the Southern Methodist Church in 18k,
the control of Transylvania's academic department passed to that body.

(13) From 1850 to 1865 Transylvania was non-denominatienal and liberal
in eontrol.

(14) Upon Transylvania University's merger with Kentucky University
in 1865 a period of Disciples of Chrisi control was begun.

Fallure to achieve founders' goals.--There were a number of causes
preventing Transylvénia from reaching the high goals envisioned by its
founders. These causes took the shape of insufficient financial sﬂ.@or’t,
insufficient publie support s iheffective leadership, population redistri-
bution, inadequate "feeder" schools, public or private, and the establishe~
ment of strong competing schools.

(a) INSUFFICIENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT.—With the exeepf.ion of the More
rison endowments, which amounted finally to scmething around $80,000,

financial support from any other source was of an almost trivial nature.
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She was definitely a "tuitien" school, in which the operating expenses

were paid largely from tuition feese The landed endewment of 12,000 acres
never amounted to a substantial gndowment as was plamned by the founders,
Nor with the exception of Morrison, did any wealthy men of Kentucky make
the university a beneficiary to their estates, While under the contreol or
partial control of the State of Kentucky, the university received very
little state aide Tuitions in the mediecal school were large enough for

a period of thirty years, 1819 to 1849, to support one of the highest
salaried médica.l faculties in the United States. The City of Lexington
was able to raise a aizedlike sum of money in 1839, when the school was
reorganized, but the depression following the panie of 1837 was & trying
time for Transylvania., The reorganization of 1856 aimed at placing the
university upon a new sound footing and was worthy of the state, but was
ephemefal, the state willing to make but two appropriations of $12,000
each. A sound finaneial plan for the university was found in 1865 with

a plan for merger plus the addition of a federal-financed agricultural
and mechanical college. But in this consolidation Transylvania lost her
identity, and, with the change of charter, the history of Transylvania
University is said to have ended. _

(b) INSUFFICIENT PUELIC SUPPORT.-~Insufficient public support refers
to suppert other than that of a financial nature. The lack of publie sup-
port is seen through the absence of endowment drives, the absence of a
strong alunni organization, and the absence of strong efforts to recruit
students for the university. The Transylvania Institute, formed in 1839,
came too late to be fully effective, Public support during the first tweo
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years of the Hethodists' control of the academic department demonstrated
what public support might have done for Transylvania. During this period
the student body was greatly increased, because the public became interest-
ed and began to send their sons to this university. Intolerance of the
several religious denominations and the use of Transylvania as a political
weapon caused some of this reluctance on the part of the public to support
this school.

(e) INEFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP.—From the inception of the first grammar
school under the Transylvania Seminary charter in 1785, Transylvania had
-nineteen authorized leaders or presidents prior to 1865. There were a
number of other "heads" who served as president for short periods of time
between the tems of two regularly elected offiecials., Thus in a peried
of eighty years the average length of service of each prineipal adminis-
trator was something over four years. While this figure is an indication
that the leadership was not effective, it does not tell why. Some of the
other discussions ‘answer this questione The university made its greatest
progress under the leadership of Rev, Horace Holley and Rev. Henry Bascom,
the first serviﬁg a nine~year periegl, 1818-1827, and the latter an éight-—
year period, 1842-1850, Although Bascom's health seems to have been fail-
ing (he died in 1850), Holley reduced his effectiveness by remaining
liberal in a omee~liberal community that was rapidly changing in teyxture
toward conservatism and denominationalism. Since he was virtually forced
from his post, Holley's usefulness after leaving Transylvania is difficult
to determine as he, too, died shortly after hig resignation in 1827, Some
of Transylvania's presidents moved into important positions after 1eaving
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this school. Rev, James Mitchell made an impressive record in the Presby-
terian ministry; Reve, James Moore became an outstanding Episcopalian
-clergyman in Lexington; Rev. Harry Toulmin became a federal Judge in
Alabama; Rev, James Blythe became president of Hanover Celloée (Indiana);
Rev. Robert Bishop became president of Miami University (Ohio); Rev.
Horace Holley w#e enroute to Louisiana where he had been engaged to found
a college before his sudden death; Rev. Alva Woods became president of the
University of Alabama; Reve Banjamin Peers achieved distinction as a re-
ligious educator; Rev. Charles Coit became an outstanding clergyman in
New York state; Dr. Louis Marghall founded a distinctive boys school in
Central Kcnhucky; Rev, Henry Bascom became a Bishop in the Southern
Methodist Church; Rev. Lewls Green became president of Centre College;
and James K. Patterson became president of the University of Kentucky.
Since most of Transylvania's presidents moved into rather important posi-
tions, it seems that her leaders must have been competent, but that cef-
tain conditions at the university rendered their competence ineffeciive.
Surely if they had been more effective, at least one of them would have
been retired because of age, but not one of them remained with the school
long enough to retire, Thus the bulk of evidence indicates that ineffee-
tive leadership was due to something inherent in the job and not due to
the various presidents, with a few possible exceptions,

(d) VPOPEIIIATIQK REDISTRIBUTION.~~S3ince Kentucky, lying adjacent to
and separated from Virginia by the Cumberland Gap, was to some extent
only a stopping place for many settlers who planned to go further South,
West, or North, its population was a very dynamic one. The heavy drain
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on Kentucky's leadership can be seen from the large number of Kentucky
born and educated men who became leaders in Indiana, Illinois, Missouri,
Texas, and in other parts of the South and Southwest, as well as the far
West. Lexington, an artificial trade and industrisl center developed on
the inland read between North and East, and the South and West (due te
the restricted use of the Mississippi River as a trade channel because
of hostile control), was demed to relative unimportance with the opening
of the Ohlie~Mississippi River channel. With the advent of the steambeat,
which could travel upstream effectively, Lexington's strategic geographical
position was ended. These changes placed Louisville and Cineimnati in a
position where they expanded very rapidly. As these cities establighed
medical schools, they began to make inroads on the student body at Lexing-
tons A continued loss of medical students, the bulk of Transylvania's
student bédy, meant a logs of prestige at Transylvania, where enrollments
were greatly reduced. Such a loss of prestige worked unféxvorably toward
the aeadeﬁie department and the law school, which slso began to show decline
when the medical school began to retrench. Lexington's loss of prestige
as an industrial and business center restrieﬁed her continued expansion
culturally.
(e) INADEQUATE "FEEDER® SCHOOLS, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE,~The founders of

both the seminary and the imiversity may have started out in the mng

'~ direction by placing emphasls upon a college or nniversity; before there

" were sufficlent grammar schools and preparatory schools in the state,
which could furnish a college or university with boys, sufficiently mature
and trained to do college work. Since the charter of 1798 specifically
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mentioned a plural number of grammar schools, it is possible that the
founders had been aware of this problem of "feeder® schools from the out-
set, However, no administrative aﬁtempt was made to establish other than
one preparatory school for the university. In the absence of any satis~
factery system c:t publie schools under the Transylvania charter, no
regular system of public schools was attempted seriously prior to the
Civil War, nor were private schools either of a high quality or extensive=~
ly developed throughout the state. This inadeguacy of "feeder" schools
made the expansion of Transylvania University very difficult, if not im-
possible, without the expansion of the preparatory school system, either
public or privates Both the founders and the early administrators must
be cited for this failure to take a far-sighted view for a university with
QM&&to "feeder" schools, in preference to an immediate college, doomed
to restricted proportions from the start, Thus the failure of the academic
department to expand into a significant liberal arts college is due almost
directly to this cause, It mugt be remembered that the professional stu-
dents were, for the most part, from outside the state.

(£) ESTABLISHMENT OF STRONG COMPETING SCHOOLS,—Transylvania enjoyed
the impetus of an early start, but begimning as early as‘l'?%, when the
Presbyterians withdrew their patronage and established a separate school,
Kentucky Acadanx, she was plagued by the mialtiplication of denominational
schools. Tho‘Presbyterians, again dissatisfied in 1818 with the eleetion
of an unorthedox clergyman as president, withdrew their support te begin
the est.ablishment of a permanent school, Centre College. The Baptists
established a college in Georgetown in 1829 and the Diacipleé of Christ
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opened Bacon College in Georgetown in 1837, Sometime later the Methodists
opened a school at Augusta. The Roman Catholics had early established a
eollege at Bardstown, and military schoole abounded in the state, which
had furnished many military leaders in the War of 1812 and in the Mexiean
War, as well as in the Civil War. As good schools were being established
in the other states surrounding Kemtucky, Transylvania's regional character
was being retrencheds The expansion of colleges in Kentucky was more rapid
than the expansion of preparatory aehoqls, which made the condition of al-
most all the colleges one of serious proportions. Again each denominatien
was organized on a state-wide basis and strong efforts were made by each
denomination to keep its own college active and presperous, When Transyls-
vania permanently lost the support of the Presbyterians, except for the
short period of Methodist control, it. ha& ne large denomination working
exclusively in the state to support it. This lack of support in such a
highly competitive market for students proved insurmountable, As a re-
sult Transylvania deelined a number of times, the decline of 1849 being
permanent except for the reorganization of 1856, which was followed by
nearly twe years of prosperous operation. ‘

(g) LACK OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM.—Numerous instances of persecution for
the holding of certain viewpoints appeared throughout this history. Rev.
James Welsh, professor of ancient languages, was subjected to a publie
trial because some students accused him of speaking against certain de-
nominational groups, and although cleared of these charges, he was asked
to resign. Rev, James lMoore spoke of a "whispering" campaign against him
because of his expressed viewpoints upon religion. Rev. Harry Toulmin
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was censored because of his religious beliefs, and Rev. James Blythe, the
Presbyterian sectarian, was attacked in the press for his religious be-
liefs. Reve. Horace Holley may havg refused to reduce any of his addresses
to print after the onslaught against his address honoring Trustee James
Morrison was published in 1823, After the Holley period there seems to.
have been little evidence that Transylvania professors did not enjoy a

measure of academic freedom.
Problems for Further Study

Two problems for further study are implied in the delimitation of
this study. Since the present investigation has been limited to the years
1780 to 1865, a study of the University of Kentucky from 1865 to the pre
sent would eomplete the narrative for the state university in Kentucky
educational historyes A study of Transylvania College from 1865 to the
present would complete the trilogy of narratives.

Intensive historical studies showing each denomination's influence
upon the development of higher education in Amerieca would be useful. HNow
that the church-related college's very existence is being challenged by a
movement to restrict federal assistance to public colleges, the historical
background of this subject might well place some of the present day probe
lems in their proper perspective. An historical study of the denomina-
tional opposition to the state university movement in the Uxi:lted States
might clarify t.his‘ controversy between sectarians and secularists on a
nation-wide basis,

Very little historical research has been done in the field of ;ruf
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professional higher education., Numerous studies in the field of profes-

sional medical and legal education are needed to analyze the data on these

subjects in keeping with what is known about teachers ecolleges and liberal
arts colleges.
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Green, D.Ds, with a Selection from His Sermons. New York: Charles
Seribner and Co., 1871, Pp. xi £ 491,

Hamlett, Barksdale., History of Education in Kentucky. Frankfort:
State Journal Print Coey, 1914. Ppe iv 4 330,
Hening, William W., Editor. The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection

of A1l the Laws of Virginia. Richmond: George Cochran, 1810-23,
Thirteen volumes.

Henkle, Moses M, The Life of Henry Bidleman Bagcom, D.Do, LL,D,, Late

Bigshop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Louisville:
Morton and Griswold, 185h4. Pp. x £ 408,

Henkle, Moses M. The Moral Dignity and General Claims of Agricultural

' Science; An Address Delivered in the Chapel of Transylvania
University at the Commencement of Merrison College, July 18, 1843,
Frankfort: Hodges, Todd and Pruett, Printers, 1843. Pp. 15.

Henry, Edward A. "The Durrett Collection, Now in the Library of the
University of Chicago. I. Its Newspapers,®

The Papers of the
Bibliographical Soclety of Am » 8 (Jenuary, 1914), 57«9k

"Historic Transylvania College, Oldest Institution of Higher Learnin§
31),

West of Alleghanies," Kentucky Progress Magazine, 3 (June, 19
30.

Hix, Clarence E., Jr. "The Conflict between Presbyterianism and Free-
~~ Thought in the South, 1776-1838.% Unpublished Doector's thesis,
University of Chicago, 1937. Pp. ii £ 171.

Hockett, Homer C. Political and Secisl

and L_Growth of the American People,
1492-1865. New York: The Macmillan Co., 194,0. Pp. xxi £ 861,
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Holley, Horace. AP : ca ’ Jole James
Morrigon, Devered in t.ho Episeopa Ohurch Lexing Aentucky,
May 19, 1823, Lexington: James Bradford, 1823. Pp. 3'7.

Holley, Horace, "On Education in the Western States," Western
Review, 2 (Mareh, 1819), 257-65.

Holley, Horace. "Nr. Glay and celenel Meade," publishod in John W,
Townsend's Kent n_Ame : 178 Cedar Rapids,
Iowa: The Torch Presa, 9 3. volan fol. I, pp. 53=6).

0

Holley, Horaces '!Preapectns_ of A College Near New Orleans for a Com-
plete Courge of Academiecal Instruction in the Languages and

Sciences, with an Especial Provieion for Phyoieal Edneation,

pnbliahcd in charloa Galdmnll' s A Disg ]

Gray, 1 “’Qa andl[

Holley, Horaec. *Review of *A Contrast between Calvinism and Hop-
kinslanism, by the Rev, Ezra Stiles Ely, AJ., Stated Preacher
in the Hospital and. Almsheuse in the City of New- Iork, 3« Yorke
5. Whiting and Co. 1811.'" A General Repogitory and Review
(Published by William. Hilliard, cambridgo,' Mass. 3 Novembor,
1313), 32478, . _ :

Holley, Hora.eo. . "Sermons in the Chapel of Transylvania University
Commenced on Sunday, May 30, 1819, (Outline form.) Pp. 96.
Thirteen sermons, the last one dated June 25, 1820, are included,
with the subject “Natural Religion," predominating.

“Holley l(anuseriptl" (Transylvania College).

ﬁm-ine, Met l'. "Daniol Drake and His Contributions to Education,®
Bibliographics lety of America, Papers, (Portland, l(e.),

Horine, Bmmet F. "A History of the Louisville Medical Institute,®
The Filson Club Historical wrterg 7 (July, 1933), 133=47.

Hmrd, Boyd D. "The Origins of Higher Education in the State of Ken-
tucky.® Unpublished Doctor's dissertation, University of Cincin-
nati, 1940. PPQ vi * 199. ,

Hutchins, Eobert M.
University Press,

_America, New Haven: Yale

Jackson, John Te *"Early Kentucky Architecture." Unpublished Bachelor's
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theeis, University of Kentucky, 1932. Two volumes.

Jefferson, Thomas., Writings (Edited by Andrew A, Lipscomb). Washing~
ton, Ds Cot The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Association, 1903.
Twenty volumes,

Johnson, Allen and Malone, Dumas, Editors. Dictionary of Ameriesn

Biography. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1928-1937. Twenty
volumes and Indexe

Johnson, Thomas Ce, Jr. Scientific Interests in the Old South. New
York: D. Appleton—(:entury Cosy 1936. Pp. vii # 217.

Journals of the House of Delegates (Virginia), 1780-1792. Nineteen
Voiunmes,

Jo of the House of Representatives (Kentucky), 1792-1866, Seventy-
four volumes. '

dournals of the Senate (Kentucky), 1792-1866. Seventy~three volumes.
Journals of the Senate (Virginia), 1780-1792. Nineteen volumese.
Judd, Romie¢ D. "The Educational Contributions of Horace Holley."

Unpublished Doctor's dissertation, George Peabody College for
Teachers (Nashville, Tennessee), 1936, Pp. 157,

"Kappa Lambda, Minutes of Meetings of Transylvania University, February
2, 1803; October 5, 1803; October 19, 1803,"

Kenty R¢ Ao Hi%- er Education in America. Columbus: Ginn and Co.,
1930, Ppe 690,

Kentucky Gagette, 1787-1860 (Lexington).

Kentucky Palladium, 1799-1816 (Frankfort, Kentucky).
Kentucky Reporter, 18081832 (Lexington).

Kentucky State Historical Society Register, l=i45 (1903-47).
Ihe Kentucky Statesman, 1849-1861 (Lexingtonm).

Kentucky Writers' Project of the Work Projects Administration. A Centen-
nial History of t University of Louisville., Iouisville:
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University of Louisville, 1939, Pp. xiv # 301,

Kerr, Charles. "An Address Delivered at Lexington, Kentueky, June &,
1930, on the Occasion of the Sesqui-Centennial of Transylvania
University, 1780-1930." Unpublished typewrittem manuscript,
University of Kemtueky, 1930. Ppe 8.

Kerr, Charles, Editor. y of Kentucky (by W. E. Conmelly and
Eo Ms Coulter), New York: American Historical Society, 1922.
Five volumes, : _

Kerr, charloa ‘ Eﬂtmvlmia University's Law Departnent., Americana,
1 £ The A Hi al S .Y, 31

Texington: FPrinted at the Office of The Observer and Beporters

1851, Pp, 84
~Laws of Trangylvania University, Augg._st, 1829, Lexington: The Univer-
- sity, 1829. Pp. 12,
Laws of Transyl ersity, 1818, Lexington: Worsley and Smith,
1818, Pp. 21. .

Leake, Chauncey. ™What Was. Kappa. Lambda?" Agge_l_g of Medical Higggu.
: New York: Harper and Brothers, 192i. Pp. 37189, B

"Lectnroa, Orations, and Memoirs, a Bound Volume: CQntaining Medical
Lectures by Dectors Dudley, Mitchell, !andell, and Short, Lexing-
ton, Kentuelq, undated.* :

Levine s H,, ) Editor. Chicago:

Lewis, Alﬂn F. Higtory of Higher Education in Kentucky. U. S.
Burean of Education, Circular of Information, No. 3. Washingten:
Government Printing Office, 1899, Pp. 350,

Lexinggon Public Advertlser, 1820-1825,

Ligon Mo E, WA Hiatory of Public Education in Kentueky," Bureau of
§’chool Service Bulletin, 14 (April, 191;2) s 1366 . .
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Litepary Cadet and Chesp City Advertiser, 1819-1820 (Cincinnati),

Littell, William, Editors The Statute Law of Kentucky. Frankfort:
. William Hunter, 1809-1819, Fi

W_y 1826~1829.
Louigville Public Advertiger, 1819-1828,

Lunger, Henry J. ®A cat.alogue of The Unbound Documents of Transylvania

vniverlity, 1783-1851.” Unpublished Ilaatar s thesis, Transylvania
University, 1911, PPQ 191,

"Lyle, John, The Diary of* (University of Chicago).

Lynn, Harry R. "ﬁonry clay ‘and Tranaylvania- vniversity." Unpublished
Master's theai., University of Kem.ucky, 1930. Ppo 55

Early $ot.t enont of cinoimu and sama of Its Pionoer Citizens.
Gineimti: Applegate and Co., 1855, Ppe x & 40OS.

Iarshall, Hﬂnphrey. Higtory % Kentucky, Vol. I, ‘Firsh Edition,
Frankfort: Heary Gere, 1812, Ppe ATh. Two volumes proposed but
only one published. .

Marshall, Humphrey. The History of Kentusky. Second Edition, Frank-
fort: A, G Hodges, 1824, Two wvolumes. .

Marshall, Thomas F, "Address Eulogizing Richard He chefoo in 1841
before the Law Society of Tranaylvania t!niﬂrsity, publishod in
John W. Tomsend's Kentucky im 784 Vel. 1,
ppe 123-35, Edited by John W, T nd T
Toreh Fress, 1913,

"Matriculations, Resords of, Medical Department, Transylvania Univere

sity, Lexington, Kentucky, 1843~k to 1858-9 (October Ly 1843we
Febmm 7’ 1859)0" Ppo 82.

"Matriculations, Records of, Tranaylvania Hnivernity, Lexingtan, Kens
tnck;y, 1819-20 to 1842+3 inclusive,* Pp. 3 :

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



b
Matthews, Brandes. A History of Columbia University, 1 « 1904,
New York: The Gomﬁ University Press, 1904, Pp. xiii g 493,
Mayes, Daniel, An Introductory Lecture, Delivered to the Law Class
of Transylvania University, November 5, 1832, Lexington: H,
Saval'y and Co. » 18320 PPQ 32.
MacCalla, William L. %go e%\l(agCalla against [ James _7 Blythe.
chillfoothe (Ghio - Po. 97.

' (‘f!‘ ei\l[agCalla against [ James _7 Blythe.
lleAfee, B.obort B. (ehio ’ Pp. 27

gister, 25 (Third Quarter,

and

chornaek, Jo No Some of the Medical Piong%g of Kentucky. Bowling
Green, Kentucky: Kentuoky State Medical Asseciation, 1917. Pp.
173, "Good biographies of all the medical professors at Tranayl-
vania are contained in this volume.

McElroy, Robert M, Kentucky in the Nation's History. New York:
Moffat, Yard a.n"sd c!o‘ .5,'51':90"' e %S. 589."""“ 3

McFarland, John. The Litoaz;gg Pamphleteer, Containing: Some Obser-
vations of the Best Mode of Promoting the Cause of Literature in
the State of Kentucky; and a Review of the late Administration of
Transylvania University. Humbly addressed to the (itizens and
Legislature of Kentucky. By the Editor. Paris, Kentucky: Lyle
and Kenton, 1823, Six undated numbers, appeared during the .
p@l‘i@d B‘Qmer’ 1823, to Eareh, 182’!»0

"Hcl(urtry, John y. Trustees of Transylvania Univarsit.y, Fayette Circuit
Court (Kentueky), file 996, June 2, 1841,

McQuary, Rodney L. "Doctor James Blythe (1765-1842)." Unpublished
mmseript , College of the Bible (Loxington, Kentucky undated.
Ppo [ 3

Medical Historical Research Prejoct of the Work Prejects Administration
fer the Cemmonwealth of Kentucky. .Mediein nd Tta D
entueky, Loulsville: The Standard. ‘rinting G@oy 1€
373.'

Mileham, Hazel B, "History of Higher Education of the llct.hodilt Charch
in the United States from 1820~1844." Unpublished ﬂast.cr 8 theals,
University of Chicago, 1926. Pp. 86.

"Minutes of the Board of Curators of Kentucky University, Harrodsburg,
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Kentucky (February 2, 1858-wJuly 16, 1865, pp. k0-122) and Lex~
ington, Kentucky (July 17, 1865—June 7, 1887, pp. 123-473),
Pebruary 2, 1858—June 7, 1887." Vol, I, pps 473, (Bound with
"linutes of the Beard of Trustees of Bacon College, Harrodsburg,
Kentueky, Vol, III,*)

"Minutes of the Board of Tmahees of Bacon College, Harrodsburg,
Kentueky, October 15, 1855—February 2, 1858.% Vol, III, ppe
39, (Bound with "Minutes of the Board of Curators of Kentucky
University, Harrodsburg and Lexington, Kentueky.*) Vel, I,
‘February 23, 1837--1839, Georgetown, Kentueky, is missing.
‘Vels II, 183%1855. Harreodsburg, Kontucky, is nisainx.

"Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylmia Seminary, Crow's
Stationm, Lineoln County, Danville, and Lexington, Kentucky, -
Hovoaber 10, 1783—November 3, 17?8. Ppe 179

¥Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Transylmia University, Lex=
ington, Kentueky, January 8, 1799-«Februsry 28, 1865.,* Six
volumese Veol, III, March 1, 1818-~June 8, 1827, is missing
although some sea&iorcd rengh minutes for this period have been
locatede Vole VI, August 21, 1850—February 28, 1865, is miss-
ing although scme pertinent offiecial acts of the board are re-
corded in the "Treasurer's Accounts, Transylvania Univoraity,
n&’ 2‘1.’ mﬂ'J“ly 2’ 18650” Ppo 13 * 29

“Minntes of the Medical Dopartmat, Transylvania University, Lexing-
ton, Kentucky, November 8, 1819--June 25, 181;9.',' Ppe 353.

57 Karrodabnrg, Kentuekyz
: Ppo 15,

"ltinutea of tho Transylvania Presbytery, Danville (and other communities

~ within the organization), Keatucky, October 17, 1786—-Qctober 10,
1873.* Six volumes, Hatarizod certified typewritten copies at
Centre College, Danville, Kentueky.

Cambridge: Harvard

Mott, Frank L. A History of Ameri¢ss Magazineg, (Vol. I, 174,1-1850;
Vol, II, 1850~-18653 Vol. . P5-1885), New Ierk: D. Appleten
and Co., 1930 (Vol. I)e eambridgv ‘Harvard University Press,
1938 (Vol. II and III)., Three volumes.

Napier, Lucile De "Dr. Samuel Brown, Kentucky Medical Pioneer." Un~
published Master's thesis, University of Kentucky, 1941, Pp. 41,
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National Iaﬁgliggg,gg;;, 1801-1865 (Washington, DeCds)e
Niles We er, September, 1811 - July, 1849. Seventy-six volumes.
Wﬁtmu, Washingten, D.C., and Philadelphia,)
Observer and Reporter, 1838-1840 (Lexington). "
Packard, Francis R, k '

delphia: Paul Hoeber, Inc., Pub shers, 1931. Tm volumes,

Patterson, James K, "The Constitutionality of the Tax for the State
College," (Aagumnt for the Constitutionality of the One-Half
Cent Tax: Reply to Judge Willlam A, Lindsay, Delivered before
the General Assembly of Kentucky on the Eveaing of Je.nua.ry 30,
1882) , publiahod in Mabel H. Pollitt's A Biogra of J

Pa.ttorsen, James Ko "A Retrospect," (Commencement Addresa, Agrioultural
College of Michigan, I-aming, Kiehigan, June, 1911) ? publishod in
.Mabel H, Pollitt's ! 6 ) B §O1] pp. 392=
LOk,

Patterson, James K, #State Aid to Higher Eduosation," (Defense against
the Assault of the Denominational Colleges of Kentucky: Reply to
President Beatty, of Centre College, Delivered before the General
Assembly of Kontueky, January 26, 1882) 3 publishcd in Mabel H,
Pollitt's A Biograph J. nn on, pp. 260307,

Patterson, James K, "state Universit.y of Kentueky," (Commencement
Address, Lexington, Kentucky, June. k, 1908), published in Mabel
H. Pellitt's A _Biography of James Kennedy Pattergon, ppe 355#69,

| *Patterson llanuacripn" (University of Kentueh)o

Peers, Benjamin O. ;g%mz;alb___m Delivered at the Opening of
Morrison College, Lexington, Kentueky, November 4, 1833, Lexinge

tont J. Clarke and c@., 18330 PP. 300

Pence, Merry L. "The University ef Kentucky, 1866-1936." Unpublished
iype;r:;tten ‘manuseript, Univeraity of Kentucky, 1938, Pp. 60 ¢
30 Qe

Peter, Roberts A Brief Sketeh of the History of Leximgtop, Kentucky
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and Transylvsnia University, Delivered as an Introductory Lecturs
to the Winter Course in the Medical Department, Transylvania
University, November 6, 185k Lexington: D, C. Wickliffe,
Printor, 135'0. P’Po 21, -

Peter, Robert (Perrin, William H., Editor)s H of Fayette Count
M Ghicage. Baskin and Co.; 1882, Ppe 905 ‘
Peter, Roberts ' gntucky, with Special

Reference to No Sehools, the State Agrigultural and Meshanical
College and the '!rusta of Transylwania University; Being an
Extyact from § Memoir. Suggested by the Study of the International
Centennial Exhibition e! 1876, Fra.nkfarte lajar, Jolingtont and
Barrett 3 1877 PP. ¥

Peter, Robert and Johanna Peter,
f Transylvanis Univ s:L

Peter, Robert aad Johanna Petere Tr
Rise, Decline, and Fall, Lo
Pp.' iv,‘ 2920 .

"Peter (Robert) Menuscripts" (Transylvania colltgo).

Pickard, u&dﬁ@ E. and. m’ R. Carlyle, The Midwes
Cures, and yectgrg. Crawfordsville, Iudiana:

Pp‘ 3390
Pierpent, John, A_Discourse E Lv : ) 8t roh, Bosten,
. S8ept,e .2, 1827, occasioned by the anth of Horace elluy, Boston,
1827. Ppe. 25.
Pollitt, Mabel He A Bic Ppresident

of the Universiiy of Rentucky Fron 1000 toTor0  oomtaining o
Appendix of Some of Patterson's Addresses. Lexington: Security
Trust cempany, 1925, PPQ ‘ﬂi )‘ 408, - :

delity, Intended as a Refutation of a Publi~-
v ol Ky Reporter, of April 5, 1824, With the
31gnatures ef W. T+ Barry, lLate Professor of Civil Law, Jesse
Bledsoe, Professor of Common and Statute Law. B. W. Pudley,
Professor of Anatomy and Surgéry. Che Caldwell, Professor of
Medicine and Clinical Practice. By We T, Daniel, Lieutenant

Governor, and late Professor of Natural Law, Jesse Shadrack,
Circuit Judge, and Professor of Ecclesiastical Law and Church
History. B. W Midrash, Professor of Natural and Revealed
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Theology. Che. Abednego, Professor of Sacred Languages and
Oriental mtsraturo.

in a Letter to

' an.'.ﬁl Consequence of t/ Attacks Made by

Him in His ﬂA ﬂ ‘Lexington: Published in the Western
Monitor of this Plaae, March 2, 1824 by Fortheoming., Pp. 18,

June 30, 18L3. Harrodsburg: FPrinted st the #Christisn Journal"
Office, 1843. Pp. 11, (Transylvania Ce:lloge). .

lic Advertiger, 1313-1319 (Leuimne).
Publig Advertiser, 1830-1841 (Leuisvillo).

Pyatt , Ce Ls “Kentueky and Tramsylvania ," Kentugx Progress Magazine,

2 (January, 1930), 29.

"Questions for Trinitarians," The U
 Ngnitor, 6 (Jans, 18245. '

Quint, Wilder D, The Story o ouths Bostom: Little, Brown, and
Coey 1914. Ppe. 2 5. : ' .

"Rafinesque ,Kmuscripﬁaﬂ (Trensylvania College).

ﬁalaten, Thomas N, Editors "Use and Abuse of Lettered Atteinment,
Address at c«lmeneenent, 'rransylvania Univerniﬁy, Aug at, 1845,
t ; . 3 M R p

Pogthumoy 0 1
0 AC 9'0&,

. Cincimnatis

Nashville: Southern

Dwolopunt and Prine: %ntenporary Problems of gal Education
in the United States with Seme Account of Conditions in England
and Canadae New York: The Carnegie Foundation for the Advances
ment of Teaching, Bulletin Number ﬁﬁy«n, 1921, Pp. xviii # 498,
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By a Distant Observer. Printed and Sold at the Sign Equinanimous,
1821}0 Pp. 2"0 :

of mm », ' n so lluch or the Govemer's Hessagc u Relates to
Schools and Seminaries of Learning, Second Edition. Lexington:
Worsley and Smith, 1830, Pp,. 5&,. ' :

"Review of Rev. EI. B, Bascom's Inaagural Addreu, WM:
, 7 (November, m), 192-95, R

.. ﬁ 15. Reprim.od in ‘ ,o H. Biaia's
AH 7 of the Church in § _for Porty Yeare

Rice, Pavid. A ¢ 3o ond E iat Lo the it.i:em o, Kcntu sky P f sing
he Christisn ion, o 808, Reprinted in Robert H, Bishop's
A _Histoxy o ureh n ey ne'cr Forty Year ,Appendix.
ngt.on: Thomas T. Skillmen, 1824,

Ridgely, G. g_%g@g, Delivered in the Chapel of Transylvania Uni-

versity at Lexingten, Ksnt.ucky, July 4, 1822, Lexington: William
Gibb.s Kﬂn‘b, 1822‘ Pp. L'y . . .

Robertson, D, A, gerigﬁ Universities and Colleges. New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1928. Pp. 88L. .

Robertsen, Geérge.
Introduetory Leecture

to the law claa- of Trangylv ovember Ts

1838, Lexington: Published by the Law clasa, 1838, Pp. 22,

‘Rodabaugh, James H. Robert H Bishops Columbus: Ohio State
Archaeological and History Emcicty, 1935. Pp, xi £ 216,

Rusk, Balph L, K
Columbia University Press,

ntier. MNew York:

Russell, W., Editor. ZThe American J En_gl of Edueation, 1826-183@,.
, (Bosben).

Scott, Ellen. "The History and Influenee;of the Old Library of
Trensylvania University." Unpublished Master's thesis, University
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Session Laws (Kentucky), 1792-1866, Seventy-six volumes.
Session Laws (Virgin:la), 1780-1792. Tiénty-om volumes,

#Shane Colleetion of Hamzneripts" (Presbyterian Historieal Society,
Philadelphia),

Shewmaker, William O. Pisgah and Her People, 1784-193L. Pablished by
the Auther, 1935. Pp. 269. T

Shipman, Paul Re "The Late Judge Nicholas of Kentueky, Lippincott's
Hm’ 21 (J&ﬂﬂm, 1878), 77-89¢ . .

8lanson, Allan B, A Chec

_g_ggm_u uaahingtom Govermeat Printing Offiee,%l Pp.}
292 '

Smith, Travis E. Rise of Teachs _in | + Nashville:
cullen and Ghertner Cos., 19

Smith, Wa.ltor B. and Cole, Arthur E¢ Fluet : an L
Harvard Econemic Studies; Vol, I, Cambridge: F mrd nivorsity
Press, 1935, Pp. xxix ¢ 195,

"So¢inians, Shall They be Saved?® The Unitarian lﬁ.agollanz and Chrigtian
, Monitor, 6 (August, 182&), 14 T=8 o

Sonne, Nisls He
versity Press, |

1828, New York: Columbia Uni-
"8pirit of Orchodox;y in the ’Nost,ﬂ The Unitarian Mis

Staples, Gharles R. The History of Pioneer L on, 1 1806, Lex-
ington: Transylvania Press, 1939. Pp. v # 3

Staples, Charles R. ®Rise and Fall of Transylvania." Unpublished
-typewritten manuscript, Kentucky Historieal Socisty, 1932. Pp. 31l.

Stuart, Robert. "Reminiscenses Respecting the ‘Establishnmt‘ of the
Presbyterian Church in Kentuciy," Western Presbyterian Herald,
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6 (First Quarter, 1837), 36-49.

Sweet, William W. Religion on the American Frontier. New York: Henry
Holt and Ce., 1931; New York: Harper and Brothers, 1936; Chicago:

The University of Chicago Press, 1947. Four volumes.

"Teachers' Salaries, Copies of Resolutions a.bd_ut ’ in Trangylvania Uni-
versity, March 22, 181l6--May 3, 1821." Pp. 4.

Tewksbury, Doenald G. The Fer £ American Colleges and Univergitiea
Before the Civil War with Particular Hefarence to the Religious
Influences Bearing upon the College Movement. New York: Bureau
of}?ablieations, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1932. Pp.
Xy 25‘}0 ‘ . :

Thwing, Charles F. 4 History e
D. Appleton-Century Co.,

Tobey, Walter L. and Thompson, William O, %w,
Volume (Miami University, Oxford, Ohio). Hamilton, Chiot The
Repubiiea’n Publi’hing Co. Fy 1899, Ppo vii } 3590 ‘

o New York:

Toulmin, Harry. "Oration," The Guardian of Freedom, 5 (July 1k and
21’ 130‘5 ’ 1-2 and 1-2, . .

Republished in Willard R, Jills l:“
Frankfort: The Kentucky State Historical Society, 1932, Pp. #0h.
Townsend, John W, Kentucky in American Letters, 1784-1912, Cedar Rapids,

Jowa: The Toreh Press, 1913. Two volumes,

The Transylvenia Library, Tranaylvania College Bulletin, Vol. 11, No.
o (November, 1919). Lexington: The College, 1919, Pp. 5l.

"Transylvania miscellaneous mnuaeripts, | papers, and letters" {Transylvania

College)s |
"Transylvania Normal School," Filson Club Quarterly, 7 (September, 1933),
: 23347« . L :
T 1v: Univer Statutes. Lexington: The University, October,
" 1842, Ppe 18, . |
*Transylvania University," The Unitarian Miscellany and Christian .
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Monitor, 5 (November, 1823), 115-17.

"Tpeagurer's Accounts, Transylvania Universit.y, Lexington, Kentueky, May
&b, 1844—July 2, 1865." Ppe 13 £ 29

Trotter, John Ps A Plain Statmng. Lexington: Worsley and Smith,

1824, Pp. 24, \

Two _Letters %gg;eggeg to Horace Holley, IL.D., President of Transylvania
_University, by Omega. L-xington: William Tamner, Printer, 1824,
Ppe 45.

Tucker, Jr., David A, "Daniel Drake and the Origin of uodici.ne :’m tho
Ohio Valley," The Ohio State Archaeele al and Hist al _Qu 1Y,
Ly (Fourth Quarter, 1935), A51-468, This was an addreas doliverod
before the Ohio Ghaptor er the Alpha Omega Alpha, honorary medical
fraternity, Ohio State University, January 19, 1934.

"University of Kentucky Once a Division of Transylvania College; Was
Created by State As Agriculture-Mechanical College in 1865," Km-

tucky Kernal, 23 (May 6, 1942), 1.

"University of Louisville,” Filson Club Quarterly, 1 (January, 1927) R
122‘*230 '

Venable, We He "Early Periodical Literature of the Ohio Valley,"
Magazine of Western History, 1888, Reprint, pp. 47. Pages.
45«7 contain a check list of periodicals published in the Ohio
Valley prior to 1860 listing the commencing date and the date of

temimtieno

Wagers, Margaret N, The Educat: & Ge n fe
¢ exing Backley and Reading, Printers
and Pub shora.. 943. Pp. 38.

Watterson, Henry. Agrie: 1M : g ;
Dedication Fehruary 15, 1882, Louisville: The courier-Journal
Printing Co., 1882, Pp. 22.’

Western Citizen, 1808-1865 (Paris, Kemtucky).

Western Spy and Literary Cadet, 1820-1821 (Cinelmnatl),
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Whitsitt, William H, The L
ville: The Filsem Clu

wm:nr:e, R@bert.
St

Philedeibint

&Ql.@!&ﬁ_ﬁ Berrenee and Co., ‘193. Pp.225.

Woodbridge, W. C., BEditor. The ican 1 Education, 1831-1836,
Six volumes (Boston). .

Woods, Alﬁo ' REG i -*' al Addres a,;; uy Al .5 HOOg! sle
with a Biegraphic Sketch Appended. Providence, Rhode Island:
Providence Press Co., Priuters, 1868, ﬁt’oy ewpiu were printed
for private distribution.

Wright, Helen R, "Medical Education," Ene¥yeloped : So¢is meeg
Vol. 10, pp. 289-92. Edited by Edwin R. A. So igman and Alvin Johne
son. New York: Maemillan 00., 193A.

Yandell, Lunsford P, Chemi ffording Evidence of {sdom of

God, An Introductory Teoture Eeliversd Pefore 'shultodical Class.
of Trangylvania University, November 7, 1834, Lexington: J.
Clarke and Co., 1835, Pp. 27. ‘ . :

: p.3 Hcrc ia an oyuitnosa account of Tmsylvania Medical
Department's rebellion faction that founded the University of
Louisville Medical Department.

Yandell, Iunsford P. "A Memolr of the Life and Writings of Dr. John
Esten Cooke," ?egigg Practitioner, 12 (July, 1875), 1=27.. The
American Practitioner published at louisville from 1870 - 1885,
thirty-two volumes, carries several biographical sketches of

tucky medieal professors, ineluding those of Transylvania
Unlversity.

Toung, Bernett H. History and Texts of the Thres Constitutions of
L A 31 gouiaville: Courier-Journal Job Printing Co., 1890,
Pe 82 4 1290 , B ‘ : .
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APPENDIX A

Prineipal Administrative Heads of Transylvania Seminary
and University, 1780-1865

Transylvania Seminary, 1780-1799

James Mitchell, Teacher, 1785-1786
Isaae Wilson, Teacher, 1789-1791
James Moore, Teacher, 1791-1794
Harry Toulmin, Principal, 179i=179
James Moore, Principal, 1796-1799

Traﬁsylvmia University, 1799-1865

James Moore, President, 1799-1804

James Blythe, Aeting President, 180.,-1816
Robert Bishop, Aeting President, 1816-1818
Horace Holley, President, 1818-1827

Alva Woeds, President, 1829-1832

Benjamin O, Peers, Acting President, 1333-1833
Thomas W, Coit, President, 1835-«1837

Louis l(arahall, Acting President, 1838-1840
Robert Davidson, President, 18,0-1842

Henry B, Bascom, Acting President, 18,2-18i)
Henry B, Bascom, President, 1844~1849

James B, Dodd, Acting Presidemt, 18,9-1856
Lewis W, Gr«n, President, 18561857

Richard Ford, Principal, Preparatory Bepartnont » 18581860

Abraham Drake, Prineipal, Transylvania High School, 1866-1861
James K, Pa’etermn, Prineipal, Transylvania High school, 18611865
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APPENDIX C

An Act to Vest Certain Escheated Lands in the geunt.y of Kentucky
in Trustees for a Public Scheol ' :

- (Passed May Session, 1780)

WHEREAS, It is represented to the present General Assembly that there
are certain lands within the county of Kentucky, formerly belenging te
British subjects, not yet sold under the law of escheats and forfeitures,
which might at a future day be & valuable fund for the meintemance and
education of youth, and it being the interest of this cormonwealth always
to premote and encourage every design which may tend to the improvement of
the mind and the diffusion of useful knowledge, even among the most remote
citizens, whose situation a barbarous neighbourhood and a savage inter-
course might otherwise render unfriendly to science:

Be it enacted that eight thousand acres of land within the said cownty
of Kentucky, late the property of Robert McKenzie, Henry Collins, and
Alexander McKee, be and the same 1s hereby vested in William Fleming,
Willism Christian, John Todd, Stephen Trigg, Benjamin Logan, Jobhn Floyd,
John May, Levi Todd, John Cowan, George Meriwether, John Cobbs, George
Thompson, ard Edmund Tayler, Trustees, as a free donation from the Common-
wealth for the purpose of a public school or Seminary of Learning, to be
erected in sald county as soon as the circumstances of the county and
the state of the funds will admit, and for no other purpose whatever;
saving and reserving to said Robert McKenzie, Henry Collins, and Alexander
McKee, and every one of them, and every person claiming under them, all
right and interest in the above mentioned lands to which they may by Law
entitled, and of which they shall in due time avail themselves, any thing
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.

* William W, Hening, Editor, Statutes at Large, Vol. X (1779-1781),
pps 287-88., Richmond: George Cochran, {822. - o x
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APPENDIX D 36

An Act to Amend an Act, Entitled An Act to Vest Certain Escheated
Lands in the County of Kentucky in Trustees for a Public School

(Passed May Session, 1783)

- I, WHEREAS by an act of assembly, entitled, "An act to vest certain
escheated lands in the county of Kentucky in trustees for the purpose of
a publie school," elght thomsand acres of escheated lands were vested in
certain trustees therein named, as a free donation from this commonwealth
for theppurpose of a public school or seminary of learning, to be erected
within the said county, now called the district of Kentucky, as soon as
the eircumstances of the country and the state of its funds will admit,
‘And whereas it hath been represented to this general assembly, that
voluntary contributions might be cbtained from individuals in aid to the
public donations, were the number of the aforesaid trustees now alive
and willing to act, increased, and such powers and privileges granted
them by an act of incorporation as are requisite for carrying inte effect

~ the intentions of the legislature in the said act more fully recited:

II, Be it therefore enacted, That William Fleming, William Chris-
tian, Benjamin logan, John May, Levi Todd, John Cowan, Edaund Tayler,
Thomas Marshall, Samuel M'Dowell, John Bowman, George Rogers Clark,

John Campbell, Isaae Shelby, David Rice, John Edwards, Caleb Wallace,
Walker Daniel, Isaac Cox, Robert Johnson, John Craig, John Mosby, James
Speed, Christopher Greenup, John Crittenden, and Willis Green, are here-
by constituted a body corporate and pelitic, to be known by the name of
the trustees of the Transylvania seminary; and by that name shall have
perpetusl succession, and a common seal, with power to break, change,
and renew their sald seal at pleasure, and to exercise all the other
powers and privileges that are enjoyed by the visiters and governors of
any college or university within this state not herein limited or other—
wise directed.

* o »

XII, Provided always, and be it further enacted, That the said trus-
tees shall, at all times, be accountable for their transactiona touching

any matter or things relating to the said seminary, in such manner as the
legislature shall direct. '

* William W, Hening, Editor, Statutes at Large, Vol. XI (1782-178L),
Pp. 282-87, Richmond: George Cochran, 1823, . :
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APPENDIX E

An ACT for the Unien of the Transylvania Seminary
’ and Kentucky Academy *

(Approved December 22, 1798)

WHEREAS a majority of the trustees of the Transylvania Seminary and
of the Kentucky Academy, have, by their joint petition, represented to
this general assembly, that the boards of trustees of the said semimary
and academy, have mutually agreed, that those institutions and their
respective funds, shall be united, on the terms therein set forth; and
requested that the sald unien may be confirmed by the legislature: there—
fore, in conformity to the said terms, and in compliance with the said
request, .

Section 1, Be it enacted by the general assembly, That from and
after the first day of January next, the Transylvania Seminary and the
Kentucky Academy, shall be united, and become one general institution
for the promotion of learning, to be stiled and known by the name of
the Transylvania Universily; and that James Garrard, Samuel M'Dowell,
Cornelius Beatty, Frederick Ridgeley, Robert Marshall, George Nicholas,
James Crawford, Joseph Crockett, Bartlett Collins, Andrew M'Calla,
William Morton, Robert Stesl, Jehn M'Dowell, Alexander Parker, Caleb
Wallace, James Trotter, Levi Todd, James Blythe, Thomas Lewis, John
Bradford and Buckner Thruston, shall be the trustees of the said Uniw
versity, and shall hold their first session at the seat of the said

Transylvania Seminary, im the town of Lexington, on the second Tuesday
in January next. ,

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That the said twenty-one
trustees, and their successors, by the name of trustees of the Tranw
sylvania University, shall be a body politic and incorporate, and as
such, pogsess, hold, or dispose of, for the use and benefit of the
said university, all the lands, monies and property of every other
kind which shall be in the occupation of, or in any wise aceruing te
the trustees of the said Transylvania seminary and the Kentucky academy,
or either of them, under the several laws by which those trustees shall
respectively be entitled thereto, on the said first day of Jamuary next;
and that all contracts made by either of the said last mentioned boards
of trustees, or their respective agents prior thereto, shall be ful-
filled by, or acgmue to the trustees of the said wniversity.

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That the said seat of the

* William Littell, Editor, The Statute Law of Kentucky, Vol, II,
PPe 234~36, Frankfort: William Hunter, 1810, ‘
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the Transylvania seminary, shall be the seat of the said university,
until removed by a board of the trustees thereof, two-thirds of the
whole number of the trustees at the time being, concurring in the ex-
pediency of the measure; and on the eoncurrence of the same number,
they may, from time to time, establish at the seat of the said univer-

sity, or elsewhere, one or more schools, as nurseries for the said uni-
versity.

Section L. And be it further enacted, That the trustees of the said
university may, frem time to time, expend so much of the funds thereof,
as they shall think proper, to assist poor and promising youths in aee
quiring education therein, or in the schools belonging thereto; eleven
of the trustees concurring in the election of each youth thus to be
assisted, and in fixing the several sums of money to be advanced for the
purpose.

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That the several acts of the
general assembly of the state of Virginia and Kentucky, now ifi force, pre-
seribing the powers and directing the procecedings of the trustees of the
said Transylvania seminary, shall be the laws of the trustees of the said
university, untll amended or repealed by the legislature, on petitions of
the trustees of the sald university, signed by at least eleven of them:
except that no trustee of the said university shall continue in office
after absenting himself from ome stated session of the trustees there-
of, and the first day of their stated session next following, and alse
from the intermedlate session or sessions, if any, which shall be legally
appointed or called, unless on the next day thereafter on which a board
shall meet, and before it enters on any other business, it shall receive
satisfactory information, that the causes of such absence were suffieient,
and also that they are removed; otherwise, the seat of the trustes thus
abgenting himself, shall be considered as vacated, and a record be made
thereof., Except, alse, that in all those cases wherein by the last men-
tioned acts, the concurrence of thirteen trustees is made regquisite, only
eleven of the trustees of the said university shall be requisite to con-
stitute a quorum to do such business, and the concurrence of eleven shall
be sufficient. Except, also, that any board of the trustees of the said
university may appoint and empower committees to determine any business
during the recesses of the trustees, which might have been done by a board,
conslsting omly of seven of the said trustees: and except, also, that the
trustees of the said university shall have power, as often as they shall

think proper, to make temporary appointments of a president, treasurer and
eclerk, and professors and masters,
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APPENDIX P
An ACT Purther to Regulate the Transylvania University ~
(Approved Pebruary 3, 1818) |

1. BE it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky, That the power and authority of the present trustees of the Tramw
sylvania University, over and concerning the said institutien, the funds,
estate, property, rights and demands thereof, shall forever ¢ease and
determine,

2. Be it further enmacted, That thirteen shall be the number of the
trustees that shall hereafter manage the said institution and the con-
cerns thereof; and that Henry Clay, Edmund Bullock, Robert Trimble,

John T, Mason, junior, Robert Wickliffe, James Premtiss, Hubbard Taylor,

John Pope, Lewis Sanders, Samuel H, Woodson, John Brown, Charles Hum-

phreys and Thomas Bodley, shall be, and they are hereby appointed trus-

tees of the said Transylvania University, and to continue in office for

and during the term of two years; during which period, they, or a majority
- of the trustees for the time being, shall have power to fill any vacancy

or vacancles which may happen in said office of trustees, by death, resig-
nation or otherwise.

3¢ Be it further enacted, That the legislature of this commonwealth
shall, by a joint vote of both houses, elect, every two years, thirteen
trustees to preside over said University and its econcerns; and should it
at any time hereafter happen that no election of trustees is made as con-
templated by this section, the trustees them in office shall so continue
in office, and possess the same powers to £ill vacancies as is given by

the second section of this act, until such election shall be made by the
legislature.

he Be 1t further enacted, That all the funds, estate, property, rights,
demands, privileges and immunities, of what kind or nature soever, be-
longing or im anywise appertaining to said University, shall be, and the
same are hereby invested in the trustees of said institution appointed
by this act, and their successors in office, for the uses and purposes
only of the said institution; and the said trustees and their sucecessors in
office shall have, hold, possess and exsreise all the power and autherity
over the said imstitution, and the estate and concerns thereof, as the

¥ Acts eg Kentucky, 1817-18, pp. 554~56. Frankfort: Kendall and
Russellﬂ » 1L ° y :
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| 365
present trustees by law are entitled to,
5+ Be it further enacted, That the trustees appointed by this act
shall be regulated by the existing laws and regulations of the said Uniw-
versity, until altered, changed or amended; and that it shall be the
duty of the said trustees to meet at the said University o the first
Thursday in March next, if they cannot make it convenient to do so at an
earlier day, or s0 soon thereafter as they can, and to take into con-
sideration the affairs of said University, and to adopt such measures
relative to said institution as may be necessary; and the said trustees
shall hold at least one stated annual meeting, at which stated annmal
meeting all professors and teachers shall be elected; and such professors
or teachers to hold such office one year or more; which stated meeting

shall be held on the first Monday in May in each year, umtil changed or
altered by said trustees.

6. Be it further enacted, That this act shall commence and be im
force from and after the last day of February 1818; and the trustees
hereafter to be elected by the legislature, under the provisions of this
act, shall go into office on the last day of February next succeeding

such election, until which day the trustees in office for the time being
- shall continue in office. ‘ '
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APPERDIX G

An Act to Incorporate the Transylvania Institute,
and for Other Purposes #*

(Approved February 20, 1839)

Section lst., Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Kentuecky, That there is hereby incorporated, and made a body
politic, a soclety to be known and styled the Transylvania Institute,
whose business it shall be to promote learning ameng the good people ef
this Commonwealth, by the delivery of lectures, publication of essays,
treaties and books, but whose more especial objeet shall be, to con-
tribute by subscription snd otherwise, to the success and prosperity of
Transylvania University.

Section 2d. Any person or persons who have, or may hereafter sub-
scribe five hundred dollars to be paid in five equal annual instalments,
and shall also pay the first instalment, (whenever the sum shall be
ordered,) to the Trustees of Transylvania University, to the use and for
the benefit of Morrison College, shall, from the time of such subserip-
tion and payment, become and be considered a member of said Institute.

Section 3de When fifty subscribers, to the said society shall have
been procured, its corporate existence shall commence under the above
title., The officers of said society shall consist of a President and
an Executive Committee of three to be elected by the said subscribers,
at such times and places, and for such periocds as the subscribers may
designate, and by the name and title of the President and Executive Com-
mittee of the Transylvania Institute; may sue and be sued, plead and be
impleaded in any court of justice in this commomwealth, may adopt a comw
mon seal, and alter and renew the same at pleasure, and may hold pro-

gei']tg, real, personal or mixed, to any amount not exceeding fifty thousand
() r8e

_ Section 4th. The said President and Executive Committee of the
Transylvania Institute, may make such bylaws and regulations for their
goverrment and proceedings, as they may deem proper and expedient; Pro=-
vided, however, that said by-laws and regulations be not inconsistent with

this act, the constitution of this State, or the constitution of the
United States. | -

v Seetion 5th, The ’omsbeés of Transylvania University shall con-
sisi': of eight citizens of Kentucky, five of whom, at least, shall be
residents of Fayette County, to be elected as follows, to-wit: The

* Observer and Reporter, 7 (March 27, 1839), 1.
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Transylvania Institute, when organiszed as above required, may elect two
Trustees, the Mayor and Board of Councilmen of the City of Lexington, upon
subscribing sixty thousand dollars to any or all of the departments of
Transylvania University, of which not less than twenty thousand shall

be appropriated for the use and benefit of Morrison College, to be paid
in such manner as shall be agreed upon between the Mayor and the Board

of Councilmen, and the present Board of Trustees of Transylvania Univer-
sity, may elect three other Trustees, at the first regular meeting of

the daid Mayor and Council, after the subscription is made, as is herein
contemplated, they shall elect three Trustees of the University, one teo
serve one year, one t6 serve two years, and the other to serve for three
years, from the date of thelr appointment, and until their successors

may be elected, and after the expiration of each term of service, a
trustee shall be elected, to remain in office for the term of three years,
and the Govermor of the Commonwealth, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, may nominate and appoint three other Trustees, and in the
case of any vacancy in the Board of Trustees, from death, resignation or
other cause, the same may be filled by the authority which appointed the
Trustee whose place may be vacated,

+ Section 6th. Until the subscriptions of the said Institute, and the
said Mayor and Board of Councilmen shall be made, and their organization,
as aforesaid, completed, the present Board of Trustees shall contimue in
office, and after the said subseription shall be made, and their organizas
tion, as gforesald, completed, and five Trustees shall have been elected,
by the said Institute, and the said Mayer and Board of Councilmen, two
of the present Board shall go out of office, to be determined by placing
the names of the present Trustees in a box, and the three Trustees whose
names ghall be first drewn therefram, continue in office, and when so
selected, may choose a Chaimman, and shall constitute the Board of Trus=-
tees of Transylvania University, and shall possess and enjoy all the
rights, privileges, pewers, and immunities heretofore vested by law in
sald Trustees; the said Trustees, except those appointed by the City,
who, after those first elected, 2s provided in the fifth section, shall
be elected for the term of three years, shall continue in office for the
period of two years, from the time of their election, and uatil their
successors are appeinted.

Section 7th. There is hereby constituted and appointed a "Board of
Overseers” of Transylvania University, which shall consist of the Geverw
nor and Lieutenant Governor of this Commonwealth, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the Superintendent of Public Instruction,
ex-officio, and of one person t© be chosen fram each Congressional dig-
trict in Kentucky, execept the Congressional distriet in which Lexingten
is situated, where three shall be appointed. The Board of Overseers shall
meet at least once in a year, to examine into the condition of Transyl-
vania University, its management by the Board of Trustees, and, if
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necessary, report to the Legislature its wants, condition and prospects.
They shall continue in office during good behavior, and be removable only
by a jeint vete of both branches of the Legislature, and shall have the
power to fill any vacancy which may occur in their body, from death,
resignation, or otherwise,

Section 8th. The Governor of the Commonwealth shall nominate, and,

by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint the Overw
seers of Transylvania University.

Section 9th. The Mayor and Beard of Councilmen of the City of Lex=
ington, and the members of the Transylvania Institute, may send one scholar
to Morrison College for each and every five hundred dollars which they
have, or may hereafter subscribe, and shall fully pay. Their right to
wvote for the Trustees of Transylvania University, shall commence when they
shall have respectively paid the first instalment upon their subserip-
tions, and shall be discontinued by a failure, or refusal, for three
months, to pay the annual instalment as they are ordered: Provided,
that notlice of such instalment being ordered, shall be published for

thirty days consecutively, in one or more of the authorized newspapers
of Lexington.

Section 10th. After erecting the necessary dormitories and re-
fectories, the residue of the money subscribed and paid, as aferesaid,
shall be invested by the Trustees of Transylvania University in safe
and profitable stocks, and the proceeds, or interest thereof only shall
be applied to the payment of the selaries of Professors, and to such

other purposes as in their opinion will most advance the interests of
said University,

Section 1lth. The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kemtueky,
by and with the consent of the then existing Board of Trustees, may make
such alterations in the organization of Transylvania University, as they
may deem expedient and preper, and all laws relating to Transylvania-
University, mot inconsistent with this aet, or any of the provisions
hereof, shall eontinue in full force and effect.
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