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HTTRODUCTIOH'

One o f  th e  m ost p e s s im is m - in d u c in g  s t u d i e s  t h a t

one can  engage i n  i s  t h e  s tu d y  o f  e th i c s *  We sp e a k  m ore o r

l e s s  d i s p a r a g in g ly  o f t h e  m o r a l i ty  o f  th e  a n t - h i l l  and  th e
1

b e e - h i r e , ( t o  u s e  B e rg so n * s t e r m s ) .  B u t w hat h a re  we to

b o a s t  a b o u t a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  o u r own s p e c ie s ?

B e rg so n  makes a  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  i s  m ost c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f

human r e a s o n in g ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  human r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  and

w h ic h  l i e s  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  human e t h i c a l  problem *

"L e t u s  im ag in e  an  a n t  who i s  s t i r r e d  by  a  g lea m  o f  
r e f l e c t i o n  and  th e re u p o n  ju d g e s  sh e  had  b e en  w rong 
to  w ork u n r e m i t t i n g ly  o n ly  f o r  o t h e r s . "  2

H er i n t e l l i g e n c e  p a r a ly z e s  h e r  i n s t i n c t s .  She g e t s

m o m e n ta r ily  w ise  to  h e r s e l f .  T h is  a n t ' s  ju d g m e n t, B e rg so n

p o i n t s  o u t ,  w ould soon  b e  s i l e n c e d  a n d  s e t  a s id e  by  th e

1  -  H. B e rg so n , The Two S o u rc e s  o f  M o r a l i ty  and R e l i g i o n ,
p 1 7 .

2 -  I b i d ,  p 1 7 .

1
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c a t e g o r i c a l  im p e ra t iv e  o f  i n s t i n c t  s a y in g  "yon  m ust b e c a u se  

you  m u s t ."  B ut man does n o t  a s  a  r e g u l a r  t i l i n g  re c o g n iz e  

such, a  m u s t .  B e rg so n  f u r t h e r  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  " th e  g ro u p ­

in g s  o f  p r i m i t i v e  h u m an ity  w ere  c e r t a i n l y  n e a r e r  th e  a n t s
1

th a n  o u rs  to d a y ."  B ut we lo o k  upon  p r i m i t i v e  s o c i e t y  w i th  

a n  eye o f  p i t y ,  in d u lg e n c e  o r  c u r i o s i t y  p r e c i s e l y  h e c a u se  

o f  i t s  p r i m i t i v e n e s s .  We have e n th ro n e d  r e a s o n » p r id e d  

o u r s e lv e s  on e v o lu t io n a r y  p r o g r e s s ,  a  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  p r o ­

g r e s s  i s  t a c i t l y  assum ed to  b e  th e  g o in g  beyond  t h e  m o ra l­

i t y  o f  th e  beer-h ive  a n d  t h e  a n t - h i l l .

B u t ,  a s id e  fro m  a l l  m o tiv e ,  t h e  f a c t  re m a in s  t h a t  i n  

th e  b e e - h iv e  and  th e  a n t - h i l l  t h e r e  i s  a  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  

p a r t  ( t h e  i n d iv id u a l )  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f t h e  w h o le , th e  

w hole  i n  t u r n  s e r v in g  th e  w e l l - b e in g  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l . .  The 

p ro b lem  o f  e t h i c s  on th e  p r a c t i c a l  s i d e  i s  to  s e c u r e  su c h  

c o o p e r a t io n  and  w i th  i t  m u tu a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  to  have  t h e

i n d i v i d u a l  s e e  o v e r  a g a i n s t  h im s e l f  a n d  h i s  fe llo w m en  an
2

" o u g h t to  b e"  w h ic h  he makes h i s  " o u g h t to  d o ,"  and to  s e e k  

su c h  r e a l i z a t i o n  w ith o u t  s a n c t i o n ,  f o r c e  o r  f a b l e  b e in g  em­

p lo y e d .  The u l t i m a t e  v i s i o n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  a  s t a t e  o f 

a f f a i r s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a c h ie v e s  h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,

1  -  I b i d , p  n .

2 -  M e o l a i  H artm ann, E t h i c s , V©1 I  p  2 4 3 .
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b u t  d o es  so  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  f a m i ly ,  t h e  f a m i ly  w i th  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  s t a t e » th e  s t a t e  i n  t u r n  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

h u m a n ity . I n  th e  e a se  o f  Com te, t o t a l  h u m an ity  ( i n  a  s e n se  

i t s  w e l l - b e in g )  i s  made th e  o b j e c t  o f  d e v o t io n  an d  suprem e 

a l l e g i a n c e ,  w here th e  r e s t r a i n i n g  f a c t  o f  k in d - n e s s  (b e in g  

o f  a  k in d )  s h a l l  in d u c e  k in d - p r e s e r v in g  c o n d u c t .  The v a s t  

a r r a y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  h u m an ity  to d a y  em ploys to  s e c u re  

i n d i v i d u a l  d ecen cy  and  s o c i a l  e n d e a v o r a n d  w i th  i t  a  d e g re e  

o f  a l t r u is m *  w h ich  s h a l l  i n  some m easu re  t a k e  t h e  p la c e  o f  

th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  a n t - h i l l  a n d  t h e  b e e - h iv e ,  

p u ts  th e  m o r a l i ty  o f  man to  shame b e fo r e  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  th e  

a n t - h e a p .  W orld c o n d i t io n s  to d a y  h u r l  a t  h u m an ity  th e  

c h a l le n g e :  a c t u a l i z e  y o u r  e t h i c a l  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  a s  men and  

n a t i o n s ,  o r  p e r i s h  I E ven th o u g h  we sa y  t h a t  th e  m o r a l i t y  o f  

th e  a n t - h e a p  i s  n o t  m o r a l i t y  i n  th e  human s e n s e ,  i t  y e t  r e ­

m ains t h a t  we humans l a c k  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  a n t - h i l l .

The p ro b lem  o f  human w e l l - b e in g  a s  i t  h e re  c o n c e rn s  

u s  i s  a  tw o - fo ld  o n e . T here  i s  th e  p ro b lem  o f  v i s u a l i z i n g  

th e  w e l l - b e in g  o f  th e  g ro u p  and  l e g i s l a t i n g  to  t h a t  e n d , 

and  o f  a c q u i r in g  by m o ra l s u a s io n  o r  by v o lu n ta r y  a c t i o n  o r  

e l s e  by  f o r c e  o r  f a b l e  th e  w e l l - b e in g  o f  th e  g ro u p  by ob­

t a i n i n g  th e  c o o p e ra t io n  o f th e  p a r t s  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  th e  

w h o le . W ith  P l a to  th e  s t a t e  d e te rm in e s  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  and 

a s  su c h  h i s  p o l i t i e s  i s  p r i o r  to  h i s  e t h i c s ,  i n  f a c t  d e t e r ­
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m ines h i s  e t h i c s .  A r i s t o t l e ,  h o w ev er, b e g in s  w i th  th e  i n ­

d i v i d u a l ,  a s k s  w ha t man qua man a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  a n im a l o u g h t 

to  do and  b e ,  c o n c e rn s  h im s e l f  I n i t i a l l y  w i t h  man v o lu n ta ­

r i l y  a c t u a l i z i n g  t h a t  o u g h t ,  s e e in g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  "o u g h t to  

b e "  (on  th e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s )  o v e r  a g a i n s t  

s o c i e t y  and  v o l u n t a r i l y  m aking th e  " o u g h t t o  b e"  h i s  p e r s o n ­

a l  "o u g h t to  d© .? H is p o l i t i e s  i s  su b s e q u e n t to  an  a s c e r ­

t a i n i n g  o f  w hat man th e  i n d i v i d u a l  o u g h t t o  b e  and  t h e r e ­

f o r e  o u g h t to  do#

A t th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  e t h i e s  o f  A r i s t o t l e  i s  h i s  d o e -  

t r i n e  o f  th e  m ean. T h is  t h e s i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  

t h a t  d o c t r in e #  The w r i t e r  s e e k s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  th e  p la c e  o f  

th e  mean i n  A r i s t o t l e ' s  e t h i c s  a n d  i n  t h e  re a lm  o f e t h i c s  

a t  l a r g e ,  and  to  d e te rm in e  th e  m e r i t s  and  d e f e c t s #  th e  

a d e q u a c ie s  and in a d e q u a c ie s  and th e  e x te n t  o f  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  

o f  t h e  d o c t r in e  a s  an a id  to  c o n d u c t .  Some s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  make t h e  d o c t r in e  more a d e q u a te  a r e  in d ic a te d #

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  mean f l u c t u a t e s  b e tw e e n  

w e l l  n ig h  a l l  and  w e l l  n ig h  n o th in g .  W ith in  th e  m ethod i t ­

s e l f  and w ith  t h e  f i e l d  u t t e r l y  to  i t s e l f ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  t h e  mean i s  o v e rw h elm in g . V iewed i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  o th e r  

sy s te m s  and i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  en d s  o f  o t h e r  sy s te m s and

m e th o d s , th e  mean a t  t im e s  comes c lo s e  t o  f a d in g  i n t o  th e

re a lm s  o f  th e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t #
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Any d o c t r i n e  o f  e t h i c s  i s  open t o  t h e  c h a rg e  o f  

b e in g  a  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  to  w h ich  c h a rg e  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  

mean i s  open i n  common w i th  o th e r  e t h i c a l  d o c t r in e s *  Men 

th o u g h t  lo n g  b e f o r e  l o g i c  came on th e  scen e*  Men a sk ed *  

What o u g h t we t o  do? lo n g  b e f o r e  e t h i c s  a s  a  fo rm a l  s tu d y  

came on th e  s c e n e  a s  a n  a id  t o  c o n d u c t o r  a  c l a r i f i e r  o f  

th e  m o tiv e s  o r  th e  u n i v e r s a l e  u n d e r ly in g  th e  e o n d u e t o f  

men and  women* L o g ic  a s k s * What a r e  th e  u n i v e r s a l s  o f  

r e a s o n in g  t h a t  r e s u l t  i n  v a l i d  c o n c lu s io n s ?  E t h i c s ,  i n  

th e  c a se  o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  a sk s*  What i s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  o f  e t h ­

i c a l  e o n d u e t?

P a r a d o x ic a l ly  th e  m ean, c o n c e rn e d  a s  i t  i s  w i th  th e  

a v o id a n c e  o f  to o  much an d  to o  l i t t l e ,  i s  o p e r a t iv e  w i t h i n  a  

m ethod w h ich  o f  a l l  o th e r s  i s  m ost i n  d a n g e r  o f  g o in g  i n t o  

e x tre m e s  i n  i t s  c la im s  f o r  i t s e l f *  Hence we have fo u n d  i t  

n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n e e rn  o u r s e lv e s  i n i t i a l l y  w i th  e t h i c a l  m eth ­

o d o lo g y  an d  w i t h  t h e  m ethodo logy  t h a t  em ploys th e  mean*

Such c o n s id e r a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  th e  

p la c e  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean i n  t h e  e t h i c a l  f i e l d  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  m ethods a n d  d o c t r i n e s  i n  

e th i c s *

P a r t  I  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  ( l )  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  a s ­

p e c t s  o f  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  mean i n  i t s  s e t t i n g ,  v iz *  th e  

p la c e  o f  th e  mean i n  th e  m ethod t h a t  em ploys i t  and  th e
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s t a t u s  an d  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  m e th o d s; (2 ) th e  p sy ­

c h o lo g y  upon w h ich  th e  d o c t r in e  i s  "based; and  ( s )  w i th  

c l a r i f y i n g  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  mean to  

v i r t u e * to  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  v i r t u e s *  and  t o  t h e  t e l o s  t h a t  

th e  mean se e k s  t o  a c tu a l i z e *

P a r t  I I  u n d e r ta k e s  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  mean t o g e t h e r  

w i th  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  u t i l i z a ­

t io n *  The c h a rg e  o f  m e d io c r i ty  ( i n  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  th e  mean 

i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  m e d io c r i ty )  i s  r e f u te d *  and th e  s t a t u s  o f  

th e  mean a s  b o th  a  mean and a n  ex trem e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d *  The 

m a t t e r  o f  th e  “ r i g h t  r u le "  f o r  em p lo y in g  th e  mean i s  c l a r i ­

f i e d  and  th e  te c h n iq u e  f o r  f i n d in g  th e  mean i s  e la b o r a te d *

P a r t  I I I  s e e k s  to  d e m o n s tra te  t h e  m anner i n  w h ich  

th e  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  mean i s  a n  a id  t o  c o n d u c t*  T h is  s e c ­

t i o n  b e g in s  w i th  a  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  o b j e c t io n s  

t h a t  w ou ld  ro b  th e  mean o f i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  and w ould  

p a r a ly z e  i t  a s  a n  a id  to  co n d u c t*  A d i v i s i o n  o f  a c t i o n s  

and  c o n d u c t on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  u n d e rta k e n *  and  

a  su p p le m e n ta ry  l i s t  o f  means i s  g iv en *  The p o i n t  a t  w h ich  

th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  mean becom es s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  shown* 

Hartmann* s a t te m p t  to  a s c r i b e  to  th e  i d e a  o f  s y n th e s i s  t h a t  

"w h ich  A r i s t o t l e  so s t r o n g ly  f e l t  b u t  was u n a b le  t o  e x p re s s "  

i s  r e f u te d *

P a r t  IT  sum m arizes w hat th e  w r i t e r  f i n d s  t o  be t h e  

m e r i t s  and  d e f e c t s  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  and i n d i c a t e s  w h a t h e
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c o n e e i r e s  m is t  fee s u p p l ie d  t o  make t h e  d o c t r i n e  m ore a d e ­

q u a te ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a n  a l t e r e d  d o c - tr in e  o f  t h e  m ean, w h ich  

can  fee a  g r e a t e r  a id  t o  c o n d u c t w i t h in  th e  fram ew o rk  o f  

h u m a n is t ic  e th i c s *
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P A R T  I  

THE BOCTRIH Of THB MEAH I I  ITS SSTTItf®

a  -  A r i s t o t l e ^  S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  B o e tr in e  o f  t h e  M ean.

A r i s t o t l e  in t r o d u c e s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  m ean w i th
1

th e  w o rd s :

" -  m a t t e r s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  c o n d u c t and  q u e s t io n s  o f  w hat 
i s  good f o r  ms h a re  no f i x i t y ,  any  m ore t h a n  m a t t e r s  o f  
h e a l t h .  -  th e  a g e n ts  th e m se lv e s  m ust i n  e a c h  c a s e  con* 
a i d e r  w hat i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h e  o c c a s io n ,  a s  h ap p en s  
a l s o  i n  th e  a r t  o f  m e d ic in e  o r  o f  n a v ig a t i o n ."

Then fo l lo w s  w hat we may te rm  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e :

* -  i t  i s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  s u e h  th in g s  to  h e  d e s t r o y e d  hy  
d e f e c t  and  e x c e s s ,  a s  we s e e  i n  th e  e a s e  o f  s t r e n g t h  and 
o f  h e a l th ?  b o th  e x c e s s iv e  a n d  d e f e c t i v e  e x e r c i s e  d e s t r o y s  
th e  s t r e n g t h ,  and  s i m i l a r l y  d r in k  o r  fo o d  w h ic h  i s  a b o v e  
o r  b e lo w  a  c e r t a i n  am ount d e s t r o y s  th e  h e a l th *  w h ile  t h a t  
w h ieh  i s  p r o p o r t io n a te  b o th  p ro d u c e s  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  and 
p r e s e r v e s  i t *  So to o  i t  i s  i n  th e  c a s e  o f te m p e ra n c e  and

1 -  The t r a n s l a t e d  v e r s io n  u s e d  th ro u g h o u t i s  t h a t  o f  V. B . 
R oss* See B ib lio g ra p h y *  I t  h ie  a  R icom aehea  w i l l  h e r e ­
a f t e r  b e  a b b r e v ia t e d  1 .  ff.

S
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c o u ra g e , and  th e  o th e r  v i r t u e s  • • • tem p e ra n c e  an d  
c o u ra g e , t h e n ,  a r e  d e s t ro y e d  b y  e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t  and 
p r e s e r v e d  by  t h e  m ean ."  1

Among o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s t a t e m e n t s ,  and  s t a t e ­

m en ts w h ich  w i l l  s u b s e q u e n t ly  c o n c e rn  u s ,  a r e  th e  f o l lo w ­

ing*

" I n  e v e r y th in g  t h a t  i s  c o n tin u o u s  a n d  d i v i s i b l e  i t  i s  
p o s s ib l e  t o  ta k e  m o re , l e s s ,  o r  an  e q u a l  a m o u n t, and  t h a t  
e i t h e r  i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  t h i n g  i t s e l f  o r  r e l a t i v e l y  to  u s ;  
and  t h e  e q u a l  i s  an in te r m e d ia te  b e tw e e n  e x c e s s  and  d e ­
f e c t .  -  by th e  i n te r m e d ia te  r e l a t i v e l y  to  us ( I  mean) 
t h a t  w h ich  i s  n e i t h e r  to o  much n o r  to o  l i t t l e  -  and  t h i s  
i s  n o t  one n o r  t h e  same f o r  a l l *  A m a s te r  o f  a n y  a r t  
a v o id s  e x c e s s  an d  d e f e c t ,  b u t  s e e k s  th e  in te r m e d ia t e  and 
c h o o se s  t h i s * "  2

" -  m o ra l v i r t u e  -  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  p a s s io n s  and  a c t i o n s ,  
i n  w h ich  e x c e s s  i s  a  fo rm  o f  f a i l u r e ,  a n d  so  i s  d e f e c t ,  
w h ile  th e  i n te r m e d ia te  i s  p r a i s e d  and  i s  ai fo rm  o f s u c ­
c e s s * "  3

" -  e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  v i c e ,  and  th e  
mean o f  v i r t u e  -  " 4

" -  v i r t u e ,  t h e n ,  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  
c h o ic e ,  l y in g  i n  a  m ean, i * e .  th e  mean r e l a t i v e  t o  u s ,  
t h i s  b e in g  d e te rm in e d  b y  a  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  an d  by  t h a t  
p r i n c i p l e  by  w h ich  th e  man o f  p r a c t i c a l  w isdom  w ould d e ­
te rm in e  i t *  lo w  i t  i s  a  mean b e tw een  tw o v i c e s ,  t h a t  w h ich  
d e fe n d s  on e x c e s s  an d  t h a t  w h ich  d ep en d s on  d e f e c t ;  and  
a g a in  i t  i s  a  mean b e c a u s e  th e  v i c e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  f a l l  
s h o r t  o f  o r  e x ce ed  w hat i s  r i g h t  i n  b o th  a c t i o n s  a n d  p a s ­
s i o n s ,  w h ile  v i r t u e  b o th  f i n d s  a n d  c h o o se s  t h a t  w h ich  i s  
In te r m e d ia te # *  5

1 — E . 35T • 1104a 5 to  2 5 .

2 -  I b i d » 1106a 25 to  1106b 8

3 -  I b i d , 1106b 25*

4 -  I b i d , 1106b 34*

i -  I b i d , 1107a 1 to  5*
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* -  f e a r  an d  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  a p p e t i t e  a n d  a n g e r  and p i t y  
and  i n  g e n e r a l  p l e a s u r e  a n d  p a in  may b e  f e l t  "both to o  
much and  to o  l i t t l e  -  s i m i l a r l y  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  a c t i o n s  
a l s o  t h e r e  i s  e x c e s s ,  d e f e c t  and  th e  i n te r m e d ia t e  -  * 1

” -  -  m o ra l v i r t u e  i s  a  mean -  -  i t  i s  a  mean b e tw e e n  
v i c e s ,  th e  one in v o lv in g  e x c e s s ,  th e  o th e r  d e f i c i e n c y  -  -  
and  -  i t  i s  s u c h  b e c a u se  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  t o  aim  a t  w hat 
i s  i n te r m e d ia te  i n  p a s s io n s  an d  i n  a c t i o n s •" |

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  f o r e g o in g  s ta te m e n ts  p e r t a i n i n g

to  th e  d o c t r i n e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  fo u n d  h e l p f u l  sat t h i s  s t a g e  to

p r e s e n t  a  t a b l e  o f  th e  v i r t u e s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  th e  e x c e s s

( v ic e )  and  d e f e c t  ( v ic e )  b e tw een  w h ic h  e a c h  o f  th e  v i r t u e s

i s  at mean# We h e re w i th  p r e s e n t  t h e  t a b l e  a s  f o r m u la te d  by 
4

lo ss#

1 -  I b i d ,  1106b 1 8 -2 4 .

2 -  I b i d . 1109a 20-24#

3 -  Among th e  more r e l e v a n t  s t a te m e n ts  o f  A r i s t o t l e  a r e
th e  f o l lo w in g  a d d i t i o n a l  o n e s :  1109b 23? 1108b 1 1 ; 
1108a 1 5 , 1 6 ; 1114b 27? 1106b 1 8 -2 4 .

4 -  W. D . l o s s ,  A r i s t o t l e > p 203*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



R
O

SS
1S 

TA
BU

LA
TI

ON
 

01 
TH

E 
A

RI
ST

O
TE

LI
A

N
 

V
IR

TU
ES

11

f tO

f t

H
f t

©O
f t  f t  
© f t

J  OSd o

© ©

o  o  o  o

£
f tH
f t
f t
f t©
B
©

H

©0
b
©
fi
©

1  © Em

O ©

!>>
ft \>>•H ft 
H ft 
63 H  
Ft 63 © bO ft ft 

f t  f t  
r-j O
H  Ft 
H  f t

f t  f t  
f t  f t

11-
© © 

f t  f tf t  f t
f t  f t

►»> >>ft +a .h 
ft ft 
H © 
63 Ft bQ ©•H fit
xS f t  
O H  
Ft f t  
ft M

£Oa

(6
©
©B

S

©o
£
©o•H
f t

I

r*>
*P
•H

If
bO
rH

£

£? t? ^  © ©  ©
‘ B B O Oa a

f t  f t  f t  
o  o  o

bo bO bQ 
£  B B

f t  f t  ,-t
> m V•H © ft d? |M Ci>

©
©
©
£
03£o

•H
+3
f t
£

£
f t

-po
©
f t
03
©
Ft

f tf t
©03

N
o  £ 
o  
f t

• •
© f t
f t  o

o  bo 
ra £•H
© a
b flf t  N £ 
a3 f t  
f t  O

!>>p
■H
£
£
©
ft
£o
03

©
bfl
(4o5
f t

£
£
o

Ft © 
O f t  
£  £  o o 
f t  ra
f t  f t  
o  f t

a
03

© a
© o
Ft N f t
£  f t Ora £
ci bO ©
© £

© f t  f t (4
O P t © O ©
£ ^  f t  f t f t ©
© £  O Ft Ft
•£  "H £  £ © £
f t © o Ft ©

Ft f t  f t  f t  £ f t ©
© £ Ft f t © ©
© o © f t  © © f t

h o o  o p t f t Pt

*

©
f t
P
©
f t
o as

f t © ©
f t Ft © ©
f t Pt £  ©
o © f t  ©
© TJ © £
© 1 f t  f t
Ft f t Ft M

f t f t © f t
£ © O £
P CO ffl ra

© ©
m ©

© © ©
m £ © £
© f t © f t
£ £ © f t
©
f t £

£  f t  
f t  £

f t P P  ©£ £ P  f t
© H f t  Ft

di ft S?5 PR

>» ©
©©©

p © £
f t © >j ©
f t £ Ft £
f t f t © o
f t £ £  -4
f t <H O £
o p © a*16 © f t  ©
© © f t  ©
Ft o £  f t
f t m m  o

N©
b0

o f t ©

03m
©
£©
03
©
f t
©

f t
CO

>>
-p
03

o

©
©
©
£
H
2

©
©

9f t
f t
©
©
f t
f t
O
©
©
f t
£
p
©

£
©
©

©

II
CO

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Pa
in

 
at

 
go

od
 

or 
ba

d 
fo

rt
un

e 
of 

En
vy

 
R

ig
ht

eo
us

 
M

al
ev

ol
en

ce
 

ot
he

rs
 

in
d

ig
n

at
io

n



12

b  -  The P la c e  o f  t h e  Mean i n  i t s  M ethod an d  th e  R e la t i o n

o f  t h e  M ethods*

I n  u n d e r ta k in g  a  e r i t i q u e  o f A r i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r i n e

o f  t h e  mean i t  I s  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r e f a c e  s u c h  a n  e n d e a v o r  l y

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  p la c e  e f  th e  mean i n  i t s  e t h i c a l  m ethod a s

w e l l  a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  s ta t i c s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m ethods

and  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  e a c h  o th e r*

l y  "m ethod o f  e t h i c s "  we s h a l l a c c e p t  and em ploy th e

d e s ig n a t io n  g iv e n  t h a t  te rm  by  S id g w ick  a s  "an y  r a t i o n a l

p ro c e d u re  by w h ic h  we d e te rm in e  w hat i n d i v i d u a l  b e in g s

"o u g h t"  o r  w hat i s  " r i g h t "  f o r  them  t o  d o ,  o r  t o  s e e k  to
1

r e a l i z e  by  v o lu n ta r y  a c t io n * "  T h is  in v o lv e s  a  m ethod f o r  

a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  end sand a l s o  a  m ethod  f o r  a t t a i n ­

in g  t h a t  end*

I n s ta n c e s  o f  th e  f r u i t a g e  o f s u c h  " r a t i o n a l  p r o -
2

e e d u re s "  a r e  th e  v a r io u s  sy s te m s o f  e t h i c s ,  more s p e c i f i c ­

a l l y ,  th e  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  sy s tem s*  The m ethods u n d e r ly in g  

th e  c l a s s i c a l  sy s te m s  have b e en  v a r i o u s ly  named and c l a s s i ­

f ie d *  S id g w ick  r e d u c e s  them  t o  t h r e e ,  v i z s  ( l )  The " I n ­

t u i t i o n a l "  m ethod ( 2 ) " E g o i s t i c  H edonism ," w h ich  he u s u a l l y  

c a l l s  "Egoism " and (3 ) U n i v e r s a l i s t i©  H edonism , commonly

1 -  H, S id g w ic k , M ethods o f  E t h i c s , p 1*

2 -  A m ethod  i s  em ployed to  c r e a t e  o r  b u i l d  a  system *  I t  I s
i n  t h i s  s e n se  t h a t  th e  w ord  sy s tem  w i l l  be  u se d *
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1
e a l l e d  " U t i l i t a r i a n i s m .^  B ut to  subsum e a l l  m ethods u n d e r  

th e s e  t h r e e  h ead s  makes th e  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  them  cumbersome 

l y  r e a s o n  o f  to©  many s u l ’-m e th o d s• The w r i t e r  p r e f e r s  and  

w i l l  em ploy th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  m ethods
2

made l y  W h ee lw rig h t i n  h i s  c r i t i c a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  e th ic s *
S 4

T hese  a r e  f i r e  i n  num ber, v i z :  H edonism , n a t u r a l i s m ,  The 
5 6 7

I d e a  o f  B u ty , R a t io n a l i s m ,  Humanism*

L e s t  i t  a p p e a r  i n  th e  p a g es  t h a t  f o l lo w  t h a t  to o

g r e a t  a  c la im  i s  made e i t h e r  f o r  th e  m ethod t h a t  em ploys

th e  mean o r  f o r  t h e  mean I t s e l f ,  we m ust i n i t i a l l y  n o te  t h a t

th e  m ethods a l l  have  a  common a p p e a l  to  r e a s o n a b le n e s s ,  so

t h a t  an  i n d i v i d u a l  who s t u d i e s  e a e h  w i t h  an u n b ia s e d  m ind

f i n d s  i n  h im s e lf  some i n c l i n a t i o n  to  e a c h  o f  them  i n  tu rn *

Tinas, b e a r in g  i n  m ind th e  m ethods i n  w h ich  th e  norm s a r e

o p e ra tiv e ? , one i s  co m p e lle d  to  a g re e  w i th  S id g w ick  when h a

sa y s*  “When I  am a s k e d , ’Bo you n o t  c o n s id e r  i t  u l t i m a t e l y

r e a s o n a b le  to  s e e k  p le a s u r e  an d  t o  a v o id  p a in  f o r  y o u r s e l f ? *

*Have you  n o t  a  m o ra l s e n s e ? ’ ’Bo you n o t  i n t u i t i v e l y  p r o -

1 -  H* S id g w ic k , Op* 0 i t .  p 11*

2 -  P h i l i p  W h e e lw rig h t, A C r i t i c a l  I n t r o d u c t io n  to  E th ic s *

3 -  I b i d , p 6 7 .

4 -  I b i d ,  p 101 .

5 -  I b i d , p 130 .

6 — I b i d , p 163 .

7 -  I b i d ,  p 187 .
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nounce some a c t!© a s  r i g h t  a n d  o th e r s  to  he  w ro n g ? ’ *33© y©m

n o t  acknow ledge th e  g e n e r a l  h a p p in e s s  to  h e  a  p aram oun t
1

e n d ? 1 I  an sw er ’yes*  to  a l l  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s • " To th e  f o r e ­

g o in g  we a d d , "Do yon n o t  acknow ledge  th e  im p e r a t iv e  o f 

a v o id in g  e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t? "

To th e  m ethods w h e re in  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  a r e  c e n t r a l ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  t o  th e  q u e s t io n s  th e m s e lv e s ,  a p p ly  S id g w io k ’ s 

w ards p r e c e d in g  th e  above q u o ta t io n  t h a t ,  " th e y  a r e  more o r

l e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to  th e  common se n se  o f  m ankind so lo n g  a s  
  2
th e y  have  th e  f i e l d  to  th e m s e lv e s * "  M ethodo logy  a s  a p p l i e d

i n  e t h i c s  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t io n s  W hat m ethods a r e

" i m p l i c i t  i n  o u r  common m o ra l r e a s o n in g " ?  a s  S id g w ick

p o i n t s  ou t*  To th e  e t h i c a l  m ethods and  t h e i r  o r i g i n a t o r s

we may a p p ly  a  p a ra p h ra s e  o f  L o ck e ’ s s ta te m e n t  r e l a t i v e  t o
3

A r i s t o t e l i a n  L o g ie  and sa y s

God was n o t  so s p a r in g  t o  men a s  to  make them  b a r e ­

l y  tw o - le g g e d  c r e a t u r e s  and  l e f t  i t  t o  A r i s t o t l e  ( o r  some 

o t h e r  p h i lo s o p h e r )  to  make them  m oral*

1 -  If. S id g w ic k , The M ethods o f  E t h i c s , p  1 4 .

2 -  I b i d ,  p  14 .

3 -  H .W .B .Jo sep h , Mm I n t r o d u c t io n  to  L o g ic , p  3 ,
"God h a s  n o t  b e e n  so  s p a r in g  to  m en, to  make th em  b a r e ­
l y  tw o -le g g e d  c r e a t u r e s ,  a n d  l e f t  i t  t o  A r i s t o t l e  to  
make them  r a t i o n a l  -  -  *
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B ut we may l ik e w is e  p a ra p h r a s e  H. W. B . Jo se p h * s  
1

an sw er to  L ocke by  s a y in g :

I t  i s  n o t  t h e  "business o f  a  m ethod o f e t h i c s  to  

make men m o ra l "but r a t h e r  t o  t e a c h  them  i n  w h a t t h e i r  b e in g  

m o ra l c o n s i s t s .

B u t e a c h  m eth o d , i n  so f a r  a s  i t  g iv e s  i n s i g h t  i n to  

th e  n a tu r e  o f  m o r a l i ty  a n d  t h e  v i r t u e s ,  i s  t o  t h a t  e x te n t  a  

means and a n  a id  to  th e  good l i f e *  i t s  norm  becom ing  a  

g u id e  to  c o n d u c t*  a n  a i d  i n  d e te rm in in g  one*s c o u rs e  i n  

c o n te m p la te d  e x p e r ie n c e ,  o r  a  check  upon a n o th e r  system * 

E ach  m ethod s h a r e s  i n  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  d e g re e  i n  a n  i n ­

ad eq u acy  w h ich  i s  i n e v i t a b l e *  (E ach  o f  t h e  sy s te m s c a n , 

h o w ev er, b e  spoken  o f  a s  " a d e q u a te *  i n  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  th e y  

have  b e e n  deemed a d e q u a te  b y  som e.) M ethods r a t i o n a l i z e  

and s y s te m a t iz e  and  c l a s s i f y ,  i n  w h ich  p ro c e s s  t h e r e  i s  th e  

r i s k  o f  d o in g  v io le n c e  t o  th e  f a c t s *  T h is  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  

when we se e k  to  c o n f in e  so m e th in g  dynam ic w i t h i n  s t a t i c  

bounds*  E ach  m ethod i s  a n  a t t e m p t  to  c a p tu r e  t h e  e l u s i v e ,  

th e  l iv i n g *  t h e  v i t a l ,  w h ich  r e f u s e s  t o  b e  c o n f in e d *  The 

c o n te n t  can  be p u t  i n t o  v a r i e d  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  fo rm s*  I t  

a d m its  o f  m a n ip u la t io n  by v a r io u s  m ethods* B u t th e  m ethod

1 -  I b i d ,  p  3 , * -  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  b u s in e s s  o f  l o g i c  to  
, make men r a t i o n a l  b u t  r a t h e r  to  t e a c h  them  i n  w h a t t h e i r  

b e in g  r a t i o n a l  c o n s i s t s  -
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i t s e l f  ru n s  t h e  r i s k  o f h a r in g  th e  s t a t u s  o f a  m y th . Ho 

am ount o f  e x a c t i tu d e  o r  assum ed im p e rs o n a lis m  can  em ploy 

o r  c r e a t e  a  m ethod a n d  a  s u b s e q u e n t sy s te m  o f  e t h i e s  t h a t  

h a s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  " s c i e n t i f i c "  a s  t h a t  te rm  i s  em ployed i n  

th e  c a p tu r e d  t e r r i t o r y  o f ,  l e t  u s  s a y ,  c h e m is t r y .  T h ere  i s  

w ide  d is a g re e m e n t a s  t o  t h e  m ethods o f  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  th e  

m o ra l law s and th e  v i r t u e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a lm o s t  e q u a l ly  

w ide a g re em e n t a s  to  t h e  m o ra l law s an d  th e  v i r t u e s *

P a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  th e  m ean, c o n c e rn e d  a s  i t  i s  w i th  

th e  a v o id a n c e ,  i . e .  th e  n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n ,  to o  much o r  

to© l i t t l e ,  i s  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m ethod  w h ic h  m ore so 

th a n  any  o th e r  i s  by i t s  v e ry  n a tu r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  g o in g  

i n t o  e x c e s s  i n  i t s  c la im s  f o r  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  th e  m ethod o f  

humanism* Humanism i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  'W heelw righ t a s  t h a t  

p h i lo s o p h y  w h ic h  ( l )  "Does j u s t i c e  t o  th e  e n t i r e  n a tu r e  and 

a l l  t h e  l a t e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  man" and  (2 ) w h ich  i s  "d e ­

r i v e d  fro m  th e  n a tu r e  o f  man" an d  i s  fo u n d ed  "up o n  a n  exam­

i n a t i o n  o f  human c a p a c i t i e s . "  T h is  m ethod a s k s  "How f a r  

i s  i t  p o s s ib l e  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  v a l i d  i n s i g h t s  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  

m a jo r  sy s te m s o f  e t h i c s  an d  i n t e g r a t e  them  in to  a  th e o r y  

w h ic h , w h i le  r e s e r v i n g  a  c e r t a i n  u n i t y  o f  o u t lo o k ,  su c c e e d s  

I n  r e f l e c t i n g  more a d e q u a te ly  th e  many s id e d n e s s  o f  m o ra l

-• p ro b lem s a n d  m o ra l d e c i s io n s  a s  th e y  o c c u r  ©r a r e  made i n  
1

r e a l  l i f e ? "

1 -  P h i l i p  W h e e lw rig h t, On. C i t .  p 188 .
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I t  i s  u n d e r  t h i s  m ethod t h a t  th e  e t h i c s  o f  A r i s ­

t o t l e  f a l l s .  A r i s t o t l e  em ploys a  r a t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re  f o r  

a s c e r t a i n i n g  b o th  t h e  "end" ( th e  g e n e r a l  "o u g h t"  o f  m an), 

and  a n o th e r  f o r  a c t u a l i z i n g  t h a t  "o u g h t"  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  i n ­

s t a n c e s .  The u n i v e r s a l  o f th e  a c t s  t h a t  f u r t h e r  t h e  "o u g h t"  

i n  i n d iv i d u a l  i n s t a n c e s  i s  th e  m ean . Such a c t s  i n  th e  

m a jo r i t y  o f  c a s e s  a r e  m eans b e tw een  e x c e s s  an d  d e f e c t |  " i n  

th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  e a s e s "  b e in g  t h e  m ost t h a t  c a n  be s a i d  f o r  

i t .  The p r a c t i c a l  im p e r a t iv e ,  th e  norm  o f  t h e  m e th o d , once 

th e  t e l o s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i s  "ch o o se  t h e  m ean ."  The m ean, 

h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i s  an  e t h i c a l  norm , i s  th e  p r a c t i c a l  im p e ra ­

t i v e  o f  t e l e o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o f  th e  h u m a n is t ic  

m ethod em ployed b y  A r i s t o t l e .  As s u c h  i t  i s  n o rm a tiv e  i n  th e  

sy stem *  b id d in g  u s  w hat t o  se e k  i n  c o n te m p la te d  e x p e r ie n c e  

and i n d i c a t i n g  th e  u n i v e r s a l  in s t a n c e d  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  v i r t u e s .  

To sp e a k  o f  th e  mean a s  a  m ethod w ould  b e  to  c o n fu s e  th e  

norm  w i th  th e  m ethod t h a t  em ploys i t .

The norm  " s e e k s  th e  mean" i n  so  f a r  a s  t h e  mean i s  

th e  u n i v e r s a l  o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t ,  © eeup ies th e  

p la c e  i n  th e  h u m a n is t ic  t e l e o l o g i c a l  m ethod o f  A r i s t o t l e ;  

t h a t  th e  norms "S eek  p le a s u r e  and a v o id  p a in "  o c c u p ie s  i n  

th e  h e d o n i s t i c  m ethod ; t h a t  t h e  norm "S eek  and f o l lo w  w hat

i s  n a t u r a l "  o c c u p ie s  i n  th e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  m eth o d ; t h a t  th e  

norm  "F o llo w  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f y o u r  m o ra l s e n s e "  o r  "F o llo w  

th e  d i c t a t e s  p r e s c r ib e d  a s  r i g h t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  e f  p e r s o n a l
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g a in  ©r lo s s *  o c c u p ie s  i n  t h e  m ethod t h a t  m akes d u ty  p a r a ­

m ount; and  t h a t  th e  c a t e g o r i c a l  im p e r a t iv e  o c c u p ie s  i n  t h e  

r a t i o n a l i s t i c  m ethod o f  K a n t.

A c r i t i q u e  o f  A r i s t o t l e ' s  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  mean Be­

comes th e n  a. c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  mean a s  th e  norm , a s  th e  p r a c ­

t i c a l  im p e r a t iv e ,  w i th in  th e  hum an istic?  t e l e o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s  

o f  A r i s t o t l e .

c -  The E t h i c a l  M ethod o f  A r i s t o t l e .

U n d e rs ta n d in g  By "M ethod o f  E th ic s "  th e  d e s ig n a t io n  

g iv e n  t h a t  te rm  By S id g w ic k , v i z :  a s  any  r a t i e n a i .p r o c e d u r e  

By w h ich  we d e te rm in e  w hat i n d i v i d u a l  B e in g s  "o u g h t"  -  o r  

w hat i s  " r i g h t "  f o r  them  t o  d o , o r  to  s e e k ,  o r  to  r e a l i z e  

By v o lu n ta r y  a c t io n *  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e ' s  m ethod 

in v o lv e s  a  r a t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re  f o r  d e te rm in in g  and a s c e r t a i n ­

in g  w hat th a t" ta u g h t"  i s ,  and  a l s o  a  r a t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re  f o r  

a c h ie v in g  and a c t u a l i z i n g  t h a t  "o u g h t* "  I n  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

B r e v i ty  we s h a l l  sum m arize th o s e  two p ro c e d u re s  a s  f o l lo w s :

The "o u g h t"  f o r  man i s  a s c e r t a i n e d  By a p p ly in g  th e  

p o t e n t i a l i t y - a e t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  to  man a s  o f  a  k in d ,  B ased  

upon  m a n 's  d i f f e r e n t i a  w h ich  i s  fo u n d  t o  Be re a so n *  l e a s o n  

i s  n o t  m e re ly  a  q u a l i t y ,  B u t a  c a p a c i ty ,  a  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  an

a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  i n  a  c e r t a i n  g e n e r a l  w ay. A l i f e  i n  a c c o rd ­

a n ce  w i t h  r e a s o n  i s  th u s  c o n c e iv e d  to  Be m a n 's  f u n c t i o n ,  h i s  

o u g h t ,  a s  By a n a lo g y  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  th e  e y e  i s  t o  se e  and
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t h a t  o f  th e  e a r  to  h e a r .  The l i f e  a c d b V a i ^ ' t o ' r h ^ h n  when 

a c t u a l i z e d  i s  d en o m in a te d  w e l l - b e i n g .  Thi's i s  iihe  u l t i m a t e  

t e l o s *

E x a m in a tio n  o f  i n d iv i d u a l  a c t s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

w e l l - b e in g  r e v e a l s  t h a t  s u c h  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  m eans b e tw ee n  

e x c e s s  and  d e f e c t  on t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e .  Hence t h e  p ro ­

c e d u re  f o r  a c t u a l i z i n g  th e  u l t i m a t e  o u g h t i s  t h a t  o f  a c h ie v ­

in g  c o n d u c t su c h  a s  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  w e l l - b e in g .  The p r o ­

c e d u re  f o r  a c t u a l i z i n g  t h i s  h in d  o f  c o n d u c t i s  t h e  te c h n iq u e  

f o r  f i n d i n g  th e  m ean.

d -  The P sy c h o lo g y  upon w h ich  A r i s t o t l e * s  D o c t r in e  o f  th e

Mean i s  B a se d .

A r i s t o t l e  b a s e s  h i s  e t h i c s  upon human p s y c h o lo g y .

An in q u i r y  i n t o  A r i s t o t l e * s  p sy c h o lo g y  m ust b e  made i n  te rm s
/

o f  w hat A r i s t o t l e  d e n o m in a te s  ,«  w h ich  i n  th e  v a r io u s

t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  h i s  e t h i c s  i s  l o o s e ly  c a l l e d  Ms o u l . H B ut
1

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Edward M oore, ws o u l tt i s
/

n o t  a  t r u e  E n g l i s h  e q u iv a l e n t ,  f o r  "Uto't " em braces a l l  t h a t  

i s  n o n - m a te r ia l  i n  man in c lu d in g  m in d , d e s i r e ,  w i l l ,  i n ­

s t i n c t s  and  even  l i f e  i t s e l f *  B ut c u r r e n t  u sa g e  ( a c c o r d in g  

to  Moore) h a s  su p e rim p o se d  upon  t h e  w ord " s o u l"  t h e o l o g i c a l  

m ean ings w hich  a r e  f o r e i g n  to  A r i s t o t l e * s  u s e  o f  t h e  te im #

1 -  Edw ard Moore), I n t r o d u c t io n  to  A r i s t o t l e * s  E t h i c s ,  
p x l v i i ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n .
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B ut Ms o u lM a l s o  I n c lu d e s  an d  s u g g e s t s  to®  l i t t l e ,  f o r  i t

d o e s  n o t  mean m e re ly  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  such, a s  a n im a ls  and

p l a n t s  a l s o  p o s s e s s *  P l a n t s  ( f o r  A r i s t o t l e )  h a re  t h e  n u t r i

t i v e  s o u l ;  a n im a ls  p o s s e s s  th e  n u t r i t i v e  p lu s  t h e  s e n t i e n t ;

man p o s s e s s e s  th e  n u t r i t i v e  s o u l ,  p lu s  th e  s e n t i e n t ,  p lu s

th e  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  th e  l a t t e r  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  th e  crow n send

h e ig h t  o f  man* The f o r e g o in g  w i l l  become m a n i f e s t  a s  we

c o n s id e r  G r i f f in * s  t a b u l a t i o n  o f  w hat he  c o n s id e r s  • 'A r is -
1

t o t l e * s  f u l l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s o u l"  b a se d  u p o n  Be Aaima*

* ( l )  The n u t r i t i v e  p a r t ,  w h ich  i s  th e  c a u s e  o f  g ro w th  and  
d e ca y  and r e p r o d u c t io n *  Men and  a n im a ls  s h a r e  t h i s  
w i th  p l a n t s .

(2 ) The p a r t  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  s e n s a t io n  and  p e r c e p t io n *
By t h i s  men an d  a n im a ls  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  fro m  p l a n t s  
Touch i s  th e  m ost u n i v e r s a l  fo rm  o f  s e n s a t io n  and i s  
a lo n e  p r e s e n t  i n  lo w e r  fo rm s*  fro m  t h i s  th e  o th e r  
s e n s e s  d e v e lo p .

(3 ) I m a g in a t io n .  T h is  s u b s e rv e s  memory and  th o u g h t .

(4 ) D e s i r e .

(5 ) R e a so n . T h is  i s  p e c u l i a r  to  man*

The s c a l e  o f  b e in g  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e s e  p a r t s  i s  a s  f o l lo w s ;

(1) P l a n t s .  They have  o n ly  th e  n u t r i t i v e  f a c u l t y  o f  s o u l*  
They a r e  s t a t i o n a r y *

(2 ) lo w e r  a n im a ls*  They have  th e  n u t r i t i v e  f a c u l t y .
They have  p e r c e p t io n  ( i n  t h e  lo w e s t  
fo rm , o n ly  to u c h )  o f  w h ic h  t a s t e  i s  
a  s p e c ie s *
They have p le a s u r e  and  p a in  and 
t h e r e f o r e  a p p e t i t e .
They h av e  vague  s e n s u a l  im a g in a t io n *  
They a r e  e i t h e r  s t a t i o n a r y  o r  w i t h  
vague and  in te r m e d ia t e  m ovem ents*

t  - '  'A r i s to t l e * s  P sy c h o lo g y  o f  C o n d u c t, p p  2 0 , 2 1 .
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(3 ) H ig h e r  a n im a ls .  They have  p e r c e p t i o n .
They have d e s i r e .
They have  d e l i  he  r a t e  im a g in a t io n .
They h a re  d e te r m in a te  m ovem ents.

(4) Man a lo n e  h a s  r e a s o n  a n d  v o lu n ta r y  r e c o l l e c t i o n . "

Of th e  ah o v e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  we n o te  t h a t  f o r  g e n e r ­

a l  and  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i s  t h e  t h r e e - f o l d  

ones P la n ts *  a n im a ls  a n d  m an. A lth o u g h  G r i f f i n  g i v e s  f i v e  

h a s i c  d i v i s i o n s  and  h a s  f o u r  l e v e l s  of fee ing , t h e r e  a r e  

e s s e n t i a l l y  feat th e  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f fee in g  h e r e  in d ic a te d *

I t  m ust fee n o te d  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  fo re^ - 

g o in g  A r i s t o t l e  sp e a k s  o f  * th in g s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  s o u l , "  w h ich

" th in g s *  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  h i s  e t h i c s .  T hese  a r e  "p a ss io n s ,"
1

" f a c u l t i e s "  and  " s t a t e s  o f  c h a r a c t e r . "

A p a s s io n  f o r  A r i s t o t l e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m a n i f e s ta ­

t i o n  o f  d e s i r e *  Man i s  m o tiv a te d  fey d e s i r e *  " I n  o r d e r ,  

th e n *  to  ©fetain any k in d  o f  a c t i o n  w h a te v e r  i n  l i f e  th e r e  

m ust fee p r e s e n t  d e s i r e  o f  some k in d *  Thus i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

a  s tu d y  o f  man*s co n d u c t w i l l  fee m a in ly  a n  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  

n a tu r e  o f  h i s  d e s i r e s ,  (o f  w h ic h  d e s i r e s  th e  p a s s io n s  a r e

v a r io u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ) , how t h e y  a r i s e ,  how th e y  a r e  a l -
2

t e r e d ,  and  how th e y  f i n d  t h e i r  way i n to  a c t io n * "  D e s i r e  i s  

th e  dynam ic and  fu n d a m e n ta l e le m e n t o f human l i f e  an d  a c t i v ­

i t y *  A l l  d f  th e  p a s s io n s  a r e  fey A r i s t o t l e  subsum ed u n d e r

1 -  A r i s t o t l e ,  Op  C i t .  1105fe 2 0 .

2 -  A* K* G r i f f i n ,  A r i s t o t l e * s  P sy c h o lo g y  o f C o n d u c t, p  2 1 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



22

d e s i r e , M and “p a s s io n "  m ust "be ta k e n  to  in c lu d e  n o t  o n ly1

a n g e r  b u t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f o u r  e m o t io n s .w M odern p sy c h o lo g y

c o v e rs  A r i s t o t l e ’ s te rm  " p a s s io n "  w i th  th e  word “i n s t i n c t s , ”

h u t  a s  to  w hat th e s e  a r e  a n d  w hat an  i n s t i n c t  i s ,  t h e r e  i s

w ide  d is a g re e m e n t .

By f a c u l t y  he means t h a t  b y  v i r t u e  of w h ic h  we a r e
2

c a p a b le  o f e x p e r ie n c in g  th e  p a s s io n s .  By s t a t e s  o f  c h a r ­

a c t e r  he means th e  th in g s  b y  v i r t u e  o f  w h ich  we s ta n d  w e l l
3

o r  n o t  w e l l  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  p a s s io n s .

The d o c t r in e  of th e  mean i s  c o n c e rn e d  th e n  w i t h  t h e  

f e e l in g s ,  p a s s i o n s ,  i n s t i n c t s  o r  im p u lse s  in n a t e  i n  m an, 

w i th  t h e i r  s u p p re s s io n  o r  e x p re s s io n  an d  c o n t r o l  a s  th e y  a r e  

a ro u s e d  by  s t i m u l i  from  w i t h o u t .  I n  th e  c a s e  o f some (h u n ­

g e r  f o r  in s t a n c e )  th e y  a r e  a ro u s e d  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s 

v i t a l i t y  i s  d e p le t e d ,  b u t  a ro u s e d  s t i l l  m ore b y  th e  s i g h t s  

o r  sound  o r  s m e lls  t h a t  em anate  f ro m  o r  s u g g e s t  w h a te v e r

may s a t i s f y  th o s e  d e s i r e s .  I n  s t i l l  o th e r  c a s e s  d e s i r e  may
4

a r i s e  by  means o f  “ im a g in a t io n  o r  c o n c e p t io n .”

What t h e n ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  A r i s t o t l e ,  a r e  th e  p a s s io n s  

w i th  w h ic h  man i s  e q u ip p e d ?  A . K* G r i f f i n  s e e k s  t o  a n sw e r

1 -  I b i d ,  p  2 4 .

2 -  A r i s t o t l e ,  O p. C i t . 1105b p 2 2 .

3 -  I b i d ,  1105b p  2 5 .

4 -  A . K . G r i f f i n ,  Op. C i t .  p 2 3 .
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p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  q u e s t io n .  He "both l i s t s  and  d e s c r ib e d  th e

p a s s io n s  m en tio n ed  in  t h e  e x ta n t  w orks o f  A r i s t o t l e .  The 
1

l i s t  fo l lo w s *  2

A p p e t i t e ,  a n g e r ,  c a lm n e ss , f e a r *  c o n f id e n c e ,  e m u la t io n ,  
j o y ,  a f f e c t i o n ,  h a t e ,  lo n g in g ,  i n d ig n a t io n ,  e n v y , m a l ic e ,  
c o n te m p t, p i t y ,  sham e, a e s t h e t i c  d e s i r e  f o r  BhytJs®, d e s i r e  
to  su rp a ss ; one * s f e l l o w s ,  d e s i r e  f o r  h o n o r a n d  r e p u t a t i o n ,  
em o tio n  o f  w onder and th e  d e s i r e  t o  know, d e s i r e  f o r  
p o s s e s s io n ,  lo v e  o f  one*s s e l f ,  d e s i r e  f o r  am usem en t, f o r  
r e l a x a t i o n ,  f o r  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  f o r  th e  r i d i c u l o u s ,  d e s i r e  
to  i m i t a t e .

I t  i s  t o  b e  assum ed t h a t  A r i s t o t l e  w ou ld  a p p ly  th e  

mean to  t h a t  e n t i r e  l i s t  o f  p a s s i o n s ,  f o r  h i s  t a b l e  o f  t h e  

v i r t u e s  i s  m a n i f e s t ly  in a d e q u a te  an d  in c o m p le te .  A r i s t o t l e * s  

l i s t  o f  p a s s io n s  a n d  h i s  t r e a tm e n t  o f  " d e s i r e "  when con­

s id e r e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f m odern p sy c h o lo g y , i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  

a d e q u a te .  I n s t e a d  o f  " p a s s io n s "  th e  m o d e rm sp e a k  o f  

i n s t i n c t s *  o r ,  when th e y  do n o t  l i k e  t h a t  w ord , t h e n  i n  

te rm s  o f  t i in i t s "  o f  r e a c t i o n 1* o r  " fu n d a m e n ta l d e s i r e s "  o r

3- ~ I b i d . B e g in n in g  w i th  page  46 th e s e  p a s s io n s  a r e  d i s ­
c u sse d  i n  t h e  o rd e r  g iv e n  a b o v e . Thus a p p e t i t e  i s
d is c u s s e d  on page  4 6 , a n g e r  on page  4 9 , e t c .

2 -  G r i f f i n  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  h i s  volum e a s  " a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  ©f
A r i s t o t l e * s  d i s p e r s e d  s ta te m e n ts "  on th e  s u b j e c t ,  g iv e n  
i n  w hat G r i f f i n  th in k s  i s  t h e i r  "due o r d e r . "  ( I t a l i c s  
a r e  m in e ) • B ut G r i f f i n  th in k s  t h a t  had  A r i s t o t l e  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  an d  e x h a u s t iv e ly  d is c u s s e d  th e  p sy c h o lo g y  
o f  c o n d u c t , a  p a r t  o f  w h ich  i s  th e  l i s t i n g  and  t r e a t i n g ;  
o f  th e  i n s t i n c t s *  t h e r e  w ould have  b een  l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n .  
B u t " -  he w ould d o u b t le s s  have  c a r r i e d  th e  a n a ly s e s  
i n to  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l ,  have rem oved some o f  t h e  i n c o n s i s t ­
e n c i e s ,  and  a l s o  have  ad d ed  -  f l a s h e s  o f  i l l u m i n a t i n g  i n ­
s i g h t . "  A r i s t o t l e * s  P sy c h o lo g y  o f  C o n d u c t, The P r e f a c e .
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s i m i l a r  te rm s*  B ut when th e y  come t o  name s u c h  "fundam en­

t a l  d e s i r e s "  o r  " u n i t s  o f  r e a c t io n "  t h e i r  l i s t  i s  p r a c t i ­

c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  l i s t  o f  i n s t i n c t s  g iv e n  h y  o th e r® , 

A r i s t o t l e * s  " d e s i r e "  i s  r e b a p t iz e d  " w i l l "  o r  " w i l l  t o  power® 

o r  " l i b i d o , "  The fo r e g o in g  f a e t s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  b y  th e  

p a ra g ra p h s  t h a t  f o l lo w ,

Z , Y , Kuo w r i t e s  on " G iv in g  up  I n s t i n c t s  i n  P s y -  
1

c h o lo g y "  and  i s  among th o s e  who c o m p le te ly  d e n ie d  th e  e x ­

i s t e n c e  o f  i n s t i n c t s  i n  th e  human b e in g ,"  I n s t e a d  he en ­

d e a v o rs  to  e x p la in  a l l  human b e h a v io r  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  

in n a t e  " u n i t s  o f  r e a c t io n "  w h ich  have  no i n h e r i t e d  r e l a t i o n  

t o  s p e c i f i c  s t i m u l i ,  K n ig h t D unlap  i n  w r i t i n g  on "E lem en ts  

o f  S c i e n t i f i c  P sy c h o lo g y "  s u b s t i t u t e s  t h e  te rm  " fu n d a m e n ta l

d e s i r e s "  f o r  i n s t i n c t s ,  and  g iv e s  a  l i s t  o f  w hat he  r e g a r d s  
2

aS s u c h ,

A r i s to t le * '$  " d e s i r e "  r e a p p e a r s  u n d e r  new nam es, 

f r e u d  c a l l s  i t  t h e  l i b i d o ,  S ch o p en h au e r names i t  w i l l ,  

M l e r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  c a l l s  i t  th e  w i l l  to  p o w er.

1 -  Q uoted by  L* T , T ro la n d  i n  F u n d a m en ta ls  o f  Human M o tiv a ­
t i o n , p  4 7 .

2 -  I b i d . p  4 7 . " D e s ire  f o r  a l im e n t ,  d e s i r e  f o r  e x c r e t i o n ,
d e s i r e  f o r  r e s t ,  d e s i r e  f o r  a c t i v i t y ,  d e s i r e  f o r  
s h e l t e r ,  d e s i r e  f o r  c o n fo rm i ty ,  d e s i r e  f o r  p re -e m in e n c e , 
d e s i r e  f o r  p ro g e n y , d e s i r e  f o r  s e x  g r a t i f i c a t i o n , "
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1
Among m odern l i s t s  o f  i n s t i n c t s  we n o te  t h e  f o l lo w -

2
in g  among o th e r s  f o r  co m p ariso n  w i t h  A r i s t o t l e * s  l i s t :

D e c a r te s  r e c o g n iz e d  s i x  p r im a ry  p a s s io n s  a s  th e  p r i -
3

m ary e le m e n ts  o f  w h ic h  a l l  o th e r s  a r e  com pounds*

C h adbou rne , a s  q u o ted  by  T ro la n d ,  sp e a k s  o f  a  s e t  o f

" a p p e t i t e s  w h ic h  a r e  common to  men and  a n im a ls"  and  o f  man
4

a s  h a v in g  " i n s t i n c t s  l e a d in g  t o  p r o g r e s s . "  W ill ia m  Jam es

g iv e s  a n  im p o s in g  l i s t ,  w h ic h  he d iv id e s  i n t o  s im p le  and
5 6

com plex  i n s t i n c t s *  T i t c h n e r f s  l i s t  i s  b r i e f #  M cD ougall

1 -  T ro la n d ,  0p» C i t .  p  4 2 , g iv e s  th e  f o l lo w in g  a s  a  m ost
g e n e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  i n s t i n c t s :  "An i n h e r i t e d  te n d e n c y  
t o  a e t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  h i n d ,  u s u a l ly  s e t  o f f  by  a  l im ­
i t e d  ra n g e  o f  s t i m u l i ,  and  h a v in g  d e f i n i t e  s u r v i v a l  o r  
b i o l o g i c a l  v a lu e  i n  th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  e x is te n c e * "  T h is  
i s  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e s  w hat A r i s t o t l e  m eans by  
p a s s io n *

2 -  F o r  A r i s t o t l e * s  l i s t  se e  T h e s i s , p  24*

3 -  T ro la n d ,  Op* C it*  p 23* "W onder, l o v e ,  h a t e ,  d e s i r e ,  j o y
and sa d n e ss* "

4 -  I b i d , p  4 2 . T hese a r e  " d e s i r e  f o r  s o c i e t y ,  d e s i r e  f o r
kn o w led g e , f o r  p r o p e r t y ,  f o r  pow er a n d  e s te e m , th e  im­
p u l s e  to  c o n f id e  i n  o th e r s  and th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  to  w ork 
f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f p o s t e r i t y . "

5 -  I b i d , p  4 g . " S u c k in g , b i t i n g ,  ch ew in g , l i c k i n g ,  g r im a c ­
i n g ,  s p i t t i n g ,  c l a s p i n g ,  r e a c h i n g ,  p o i n t i n g ,  i n g e s t i n g ,  
c r y in g ,  s m i l i n g ,  p r o t r u d in g  l i p s ,  t u r n in g  h ead  a s i d e ,  
h o ld in g  h ead  e r e c t ,  s i t t i n g  u p ,  s t a n d in g ,  lo c o m o tio n , 
c l im b in g ,  v o c a l i z a t i o n ,  e tc * "  The m ore complex fo rm s : 
" i m i t a t i o n ,  e m u la tio n  o r  r i v a l r y ,  p u g n a c i ty ,  sy m p a th y , 
h u n t in g ,  f e a r ,  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  c o n s t r u e t i v e n e s s ,  p l a y ,  
c u r i o s i t y ,  s o c i a b i l i t y ,  s e c r e t i v e n e s s ,  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  
m o d esty  and  sham e, l o v e ,  j e a lo u s y  and  p a r e n t a l  lo v e * "

6 “  I M d ,  p  4 2 . " f e a r ,  l o v e ,  j e a l o u s y ,  r i v a l r y ,  c u r i o s i t y ,
« p u g n a c i ty ,  r e p u l s i o n ,  s e l f - a b a s e m e n t  an d  s e l f - a s s e r t i o n *
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c o r r e l a t e s  i n s t i n c t s  w i th  w h a t he  r e g a r d s  a s  th e  p r im a ry  
1

em o tions*

The w r i t e r  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e * s  p s y c h o lo g y , 

on th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  s i d e ,  i s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  c l a r i t y  an d  a d e ­

quacy  t h a t  b o th  h i s  m eth o d o lo g y  and h i s  te rm in o lo g y  can  he 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  em ployed i n  t h e  k in d  o f  e t h i c a l  i n q u i r y  ( th e  

h u m a n is t ic )  i n  w h ich  he em ploys i t *  Man, f o r  A r i s t o t l e ,  i s  

endowed w i th  d e s i r e ,  whose p a r t i a l  v e h i c l e  o f e x p r e s s io n  i s  

th e  p a s s io n s *  The p a s s io n s  a r e  th u s  t h e  raw  m a t e r i a l  o f  

th e  human v i r t u e s *  To th e  p a s s i o n s ,  b o th  a s  f e e l i n g  and  a s  

r e s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y ,  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean i s  a p p l ie d *

T h is  i s  t h e  s p e c i a l  f u n c t io n  o f  r e a s o n  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  w h ie h  mac i s  u n iq u e *

R eason  i s  man*s d i f f e r e n t i a *  I t  i s  t h e  p lu s  w h ie h  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  man fro m  th e  p l a n t s  an d  a n im a ls*  T h is

1 -  I b i d * pp 4 5 , 46* “ th e  i n s t i n c t  o f  f l i g h t  and  th e  emo­
t i o n  o f  f e a r ,  th e  i n s t i n c t  o f  r e p u l s io n  an d  t h e  em o tio n  
o f  d i s g u s t ,  th e  i n s t i n c t  @f c u r i o s i t y  a n d  t h e  em o tio n  
o f  w o n d e r, th e  i n s t i n c t  o f  se  I f - a b a s  em ent a n d  t h e  emo­
t i o n  o f  s u b je c t io n  ( n e g a t iv e  s e l f - f e e l i n g ) , th e  i n ­
s t i n c t  o f  s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  a n d  t h e  e m o tio n  o f  e l a t i o n  
( p o s i t i v e  s e l f - f e e l i n g ) , th e  p a r e n t a l  i n s t i n c t  and  t h e  
t e n d e r  e m o tio n , and f i n a l l y  a l l  i n s t i n c t i v e  a g e n c ie s  
o r  e m o tio n a l  s t a t e s  w h ich  a r e  compounded o u t  o f  th e  
above." He also speaks of •‘minor instincts" whieh. have 
l e s s  w e l l - d e f in e d  e m o tio n a l  a cc o m p a n im e n ts• T hese  i n ­
c lu d e  " th e  i n s t i n c t  o f  r e p r o d u c t io n ,  th e  g r e g a r io u s  i n ­
s t i n c t  (w h ich  in v o lv e s  s y m p a th e t ic  f e e l i n g ) , th e  i n ­
s t i n c t  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  ( l e a d in g  when s u c c e s s f u l  to  th e  
p r id e  o f p o s s e s s i o n ) ,  and th e  i n s t i n c t  o f  co n s  t r a c t i o n * "
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d i f f e r e n t i a  i s  n o t  m e re ly  a  q u a l i t y  B u t a  c a p a c i ty ,  a  p o te n ­

t i a l i t y ,  and a  te n d e n c y  t© a c t  i n  a  c e r t a i n  w ay . The p lu s  

i s  th e  c h a r a c t e r  g iv in g  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s ,  th e  

d e te rm in in g  f a c t o r  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  s t a t u s  and f u n c t i o n  

o f  m an. R eason  i s  man*s s u r p lu s  endow m ent. A m a n 's  r e a s o n  

a p p l i e d  t o  th e  r e s t  o f  h im s e l f  s e t s  man a p a r t  f ro m  th e  r e s t  

o f  c r e a t i o n .

B u t to  a s k ,  t h e n ,  i f  we c a n  B ase  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  man 

upon  h i s  d i f f e r e n t i a  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  r e s t  o f  a n im a l c r e a t i o n  

i s  p u t t i n g  th e  q u e s t io n  u n f a i r l y  and  i s  a s k in g  to o  m uch. 

R eason  i s  n o t  c o n s id e re d  i n  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  o th e r  f a c u l ­

t i e s  o f  m an. Man i s  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  h y  r e a s o n  a lo n e ,  f o r  

m a n 's  p h y s i c a l  n a tu r e  i s  B asic -. R eason  i s  su p e rim p o sed  

upon th e  n u t r i t i v e  an d  s e n s i t i v e .  R eason  i s  n o t  o p e r a t in g  

i n  a  vacuum  u n im peded , f o r  t h e  n u t r i t i v e  and  th e  s e n s i t i v e  

f a c u l t i e s  s u p p ly  th e  m a t t e r  t o  w h ich  re a s o n  g iv e s  fo rm . 

R eason  a s  th e  c l im a n , h e ig h t  and  crow n o f  man i s  t o  d i r e c t ,  

c h ee k  and  c o n t r o l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  m a n 's  p a s s io n s  

and  th u s  t o  a c t u a l i z e  t h e  t e l e o l o g y  o f  t h e  i n d iv id u a l*

I n s t e a d  o f  l e t t i n g  a n  a p p e t i t e  Become a n  end  i n  i t ­

s e l f ,  o r  e x p re s s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  p o in t  o f  d e s t r u c t iv e n e s s  ®r 

to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  o th e r  a p p e t i t e s *  o r  p o s s ib ly  to  th e  

d e t r im e n t  o f  th e  w h a le  s e l f *  r e a s o n  h a s  a s  i t s  f u n c t i o n  t o  

d e lib e ra te - - ,  t o  i n h i b i t ,  to  d e la y *  to  ch o o se*  By v i r t u e  o f
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w hich  f u n c t io n s  r e a s o n  i s  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  e le m e n t i n  man* 

Han c a n n o t h e lp  b e in g  m an, b u t  he  ean  h e lp  b d in g  th e  h in d  

o f  a  m o ra l man t h a t  he  i s ,  i f  and  when r e a s o n  i s  made a u th ­

o r i t a t i v e  o r e r  t h e  p a s s io n s *  R eason  e n a b le s  him  t o  p r e d i c t  

th e  co n seq u e n ce s  o f  g iv in g  r e i g n  t o  h i s  im p u lse s  and  so  en ­

a b le s  him  to  c o n t r o l  them  a t  th e  s t a g e  o f  t h e i r  fo rm a t io n *  

e n a b l in g  h im  t o  d e te rm in e  how a n g ry  he w i l l  g e t  o r  when o r  

w here o r  a t  o r  w i th  whom*

Sven  th o u g h  i t  may b e  s a id  t h a t  "R eason  n e e d  n o t  be  

p ro u d  o f  i t s e l f "  t h a t  "B easo n  w o rs h ip s  i t s  own im a g in in g s "

t h a t  "B eason  i s  p a s s i o n a t e , "  i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  "B eason
1

c an  v e r i f y  i t s e l f , "  e n a b l in g  a  p e r s o n  t o  c r i t i c i z e ,  e v a lu ­

a t e  and  a p p r a i s e  h i s  c o n d u c t an d  h i s  c o n c lu s io n s  w i t h  r e f e r ­

en ce  t o  t h e  t e l e s  o f  h i s  l i f e *

I f  a  man*s a c t io n s  a r e  n o t  g u id e d  b y  t h o u g h t f u l  

c o n c lu s io n s *  th e y  a r e  th e n  g u id e d  b y ,  i t  may b e ,, i n c o n s id ­

e r a t e  im p u ls e ,  u n b a la n c e d  a p p e t i t e ,  c a p r ic e *  h a b i t*  c u s to m , 

s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e  o r  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  o f  t h e  moment• R eason* s 

f u n c t i o n  i s  to  f o r e s t a l l  th e  l a t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a n d  to  

a c h ie v e  t e l e o l o g i c a l  co n d u c t*  R easo n  p o t e n t i a l l y  h o ld s  th e  

r e i n s  an d  i s  i n  t h e  s a d d le  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  a n im a l  i n  man*

1 -  Beneshaw  W ard, B u i ld e r s  o f  P e l u s i o n , pp 1 t o  47*
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T here  i s  th e n  th e  dynam ic human s e l f  a s  t h e  s t a r t ­

in g  p o in t  o f  m o tio n *  o f  l i f e * s  p r im a ry  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u ­

l a r  l y  th o s e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  o rg a n ic  m an. 

The f a c t  t h a t  r e a s o n  i s  n o t  c o n s id e re d ! s u f f i c i e n t  u n to  i t ­

s e l f  i n  e t h i c s  i s  i n d ic a t e d  "by th e  f a c t  t h a t  h a b i t u a t i o n  

r e c e i v e s  w e l l - n ig h  c e n t r a l  p la c e  i n  c h a r a c t e r  d eve lopm en t#  

To th e  end t h a t  r e a s o n  may n o t  be  th ro n g e d  and  stam p ed ed

by  th e  p a s s i o n s ,  th e  p a s s io n s  th e m s e lv e s  a r e  h a b i tu a t e d  to
;

g iv e n  r e s p o n s e s  and  to  s e t  l i m i t s  o f  e x p re s s io n *  B ut on

th e  o t h e r  h a n d , r e a s o n  d e te rm in e s  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e s  o r

l i m i t s  o f  a e t i o n  to  w h ieh  th e  p a s s io n s  s h a l l  b e  h a b i t u a t e d ,

man*s n a tu r e  how ever s e t t i n g  c e r t a i n  l i m i t s *  Hence A r i s -
1

t o t l e  s a y s  " r e a s o n  more th a n  a n y th in g  e l s e  i s  man*"

B eason*s p o s s i b i l i t y  and  p o t e n t i a l i t y  o v e r  a g a i n s t  im p u ls e , 

a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  s t r a t e g y  i n  m a in ta in in g  i d e o l o g i c a l  co n ­

d u c t ,  i s  s t a t e d  c o n c i s e ly  i n  w hat we may i n f e r  to be  one o f

A r i s t o t l e * s  o f f - t h e - r e c o r d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  a s  co n -
2

t a in e d  i n  th e  Magna H o r a l i a :

"T h ere  a r e  two s p e c i e s  o f  i n c o n t in e n c e ,  one i n  th e  way 
o f  p r e c i p i t a n c y  and w ant o f  f o r e th o u g h t ,  a  k in d  t h a t  
comes on s u d d e n ly , ( f o r  i n s t a n c e  when we s e e  a  b e a u t i f u l  
woman) we a r e  a t  once a f f e c t e d  i n  some way and  f ro m  th e  
a f f e c t i o n  t h e r e  e n su e s  a n  im p u lse  to  do so m e th in g  w h ich  
p e rh a p s  we o u g h t n o t ,  -  th e  o t h e r  a  s o r t  o f  w eakness  b u t  
a t t e n d e d  w i th  re a so n *  w h ich  w arns a g a i n s t  a c t i o n  . . .
One may a v o id  b e in g  a f f e c t e d  b y  f o r t i f y i n g  o n e 's  s e l f

1 -  A r i s t o t l e ,  Op* G i t .  1178a 3 .

2 -  A r i s t o t l e ,  Magna H o r a l i a , 11 12©3b 30#
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■before hand  w i th  th e  th o u g h t  * th e r e  w i l l  come a  p r e t t y  
womant so  one m ust s u p p re s s  h i m s e l f ' , so  t h a t  i f  he  h a s  
f o r t i f i e d  h im s e lf  b e f o r e  hand  w i th  a  th o u g h t  o f  t h i s  k in d ,  
he  whose in c o n t in e n c e  i s  due  t o  th e  su d d e n n e s s  o f  th e  im­
p r e s s io n  w i l l  n o t  he  a f f e c t e d  a t  a l l ,  mor do a n y th in g  
w rong*"

R eason  an d  d e s i r e  a r e  n o t  c o m p le te ly  d i s s e v e r e d  

fro m  n o r  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  e a c h  o th e r  n o r  in d e p e n d e n t o f  e a c h  

o th e r*  R eason  m o d if ie s  d e s i r e ,  h u t  d e s i r e  i s  b a s i c  t o  r e a ­

so n  i n  th e  e t h i c a l  r e a lm . R eason ,, th o u g h  m ixed  w i th  p a s s io n  

h a s  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  p a s s io n  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  mean i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  w e l l-b e in g *

Thus W hitehead  an d  A r i s t o t l e  w ou ld  a g re e  t h a t  th e

f u n c t i o n  o f  r e a s o n  i s  " ( i )  t o  l i v e ,  ( i i )  t o  l i v e  w e l l ,

( i i i )  t o  l i v e  b e t t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  a r t  o f  l i f e  i s  f i r s t  to

h e  a l i v e ,  s e c o n d ly  to  h e  a l i v e  i n  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  w ay , and

t h i r d l y  t o  a c q u i r e  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a t i s f a c t i o n , "  -  -  -  and

t h a t  " th e  f u n c t io n  o f  re a s o n "  i s  " th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  t h e  a r t  
1

o f  l i f e . "

W hitehead  s t r e s s e s  th e  a t t a c k  upon t h e  e n v iro n m e n t, 

one a s p e c t  o f  th e  p ro b lem  o f  a c h ie v in g  w e l l- b e in g *  A r i s t o t l e  

i n  h i s  e t h i c s  a t t a c k s  th e  p ro b le m  fro m  w i t h in  man and  i s  

co n c e rn e d  with r e a s o n  s u b l im a t in g » c o n t r o l l i n g  and  d i r e c t ­

ing desire (the passions) with reference to well-being.

1 -  A l f r e d  H o r th  W h ite h e a d , The F u n c tio n  o f  R e a so n , p  5 .
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3 1

e -  The R e la t io n  o f  th e  Mean to  V i r tu e  and  t o  th e  Y i r t u e s .

S in c e  i t  i s  i n  m o ra l v i r t u e  t h a t  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  

mean i s  c e n t r a l ,  t h e  n a tm re  o f  m o ra l v i r t u e  a n d  i t s  r e l a t i o n  

to  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s  m ust now h e  a s c e r t a in e d *  M ora l v i r ­

tu e  f o r  A r i s t o t l e  i s  e x c e l le n c e  i n  t h e  r e a lm  o f  o u r  m o ra l
1

n a t u r e .  "A re te "  m eans " e x c e l le n c e "  i n  a l l  i t s  v a r io u s
2

s e n s e s  and a p p l i c a t i o n s *  I t  i s  a p p l i e d  hy A r i s t o t l e  to  t h e

e y e t to  t h e  f l u t e  p l a y e r ,  t o  th e  m u s ic ia n  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a l l

t e l e o l o g i e a i  a c t s  o r  c r e a t io n s *  The a r e t e  o f  e a c h  i s  th e

good p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n ,  th e  " I d e a l  d i s c h a r g e  o f  
3

f u n c t i o n , "  so t h a t  " th e  v e ry  c h a r i o t e e r  who w in s a  r a c e  may 

h e  s a id  t o  have  shown a r e te * "  T h ere  a r e  th u s  many e x c e l l ­

e n c e s ,  i . e .  one o f  th e  e y e ,  o f  th e  f o o t ,  o f  t h e  t e e t h  e tc *  

The a r e t e  o f  t h e  f l u t e  p l a y e r  i s  t o  p la y  th e  f l u t e  w e l l ,  

t h a t  o f  a  s o l d i e r  to  f i g h t  w e l l ,  t h a t  o f  a  shoem aker to  make 

good sh o es*  And o f  t h e s e  v a r io u s  e x c e l le n c e s  he sa y s  

" e v e ry  e x c e l le n c e  h o th  b r in g s  i n t o  good c o n d i t io n  t h e  th in g

o f  w h ich  i t  i s  th e  e x c e l le n c e  and  m akes t h e  w o rk  o f  t h a t
4

t h in g  he done w e l l . "  T h ere  i s  th u s  a n  e x c e l le n c e  o f  o u r

1 -  A re te  -  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  o f  , g o o d n e s s , e x c e l l e n c e .

2 -  Edward M oore, ©p. g i t .  G lo s s a ry  x l i x .

3 -  G. B a r k e r ,  P o l i t i c a l  T hought o f  P l a to  and  A r i s t o t l e .
p 9 8 .
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r a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  n a tu re *  th e  d i a n o e t i c  e x c e l l e n c e s

( v i r t u e s ) * a s  w e l l  a s  th e  m o ra l v i r t u e s *

The i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s  a r e  f i v e  i n  num bers A r t  i s

d e s c r ib e d  a s  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  by  w h ie h  we make th in g s  by  th e

a id  o f  a  t r u e  r u l e *  I t  i s  a  s t a t e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  m aking*

in v o lv in g  a  t r u e  c o u rs e  o f  re a s o n in g *  L ack  o f  a r t  i s  c h a r -
1

a c t e r i z e d  a s  in v o lv in g  a  f a l s e  c o u rs e  o f re a s o n in g *

S c i e n t i f i c  know ledge p ro c e e d in g  "som etim es b y  i n ­

d u c t io n  and  som etim es by s y llo g is m *  -  -  -  " i s  a  s t a t e  o r
2

c a p a c i ty  to  d e m o n s tra te * "

I n t u i t i v e  r e a s o n  i s  t h e  p ro c e s s  w hereby* a f t e r  ex ­

p e r ie n c e  o f  a  e e r t a i n  num ber o f p a r t i c u l a r  in s ta n c e s *  th e  

m ind g r a s p s  a  u n i v e r s a l  t r u t h  w h ich  th e n  and  a f te r w a r d s  i s

s e e n  to  b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t *  I n d u c t io n  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  i s  th e
3

" A c t iv i t y  o f  i n t u i t i v e  r e a s o n * *

P r a c t i c a l  w isdom  i s  ? t r u e  and  re a s o n e d  s t a t e  o r

c a p a c i ty  to  a c t  w i th  r e g a r d  to  t h e  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  good o r  
4

b ad  f o r  man*" To p o s s e s s  p r a c t i c a l  w isdom  i s  t o  p o s s e s s  a  

c a p a c i ty  to  a c t  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  human goods* I t s  c o n c e rn  i s
r

t h e  good  f o r  man*

1 -  E .  ¥»  1140 a  1 -2 3 .

2 ~ I b i d . 1139b 3 1 .

3 -  W. D* B oss* A r i s t o t l e * p 2 1 7 .

4 -  1 .  1* 1140 b  5*
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P h i lo s o p h ic  wisdom  i s  t o  "he  w ise  i n  g e n e r a l , "  and  

i s  i n t u i t i v e  r e a s o n  com bined w i t h  s c i e n t l f i e  know ledge o f  

th e  h ig h e s t  o b je c ts *  Hence a  man may p o s s e s s  p h llo s o p h i©  

wisdom  and  a t  th e  same t im e  h e  ig n o r a n t  o f  w hat i s  to  h i s  

own a d v a n ta g e ,  l a c k in g  p r a c t i c a l  wisdom* S uch  may "know

th in g s  t h a t  a r e  r e m a rk a b le ,  a d m ir a b le ,  d i f f i c u l t  and  d i v i n e ,
1

b u t  u s e l e s s s  b e c a u se  i t  i s  n o t  human good t h a t  th e y  seek * "

I f  a  p e rs o n  h as  th e  m o ra l v i r t u e s  b u t  l a c k s  t h e  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s ,  (and  A r i s t o t l e  h o ld s  t h a t  t h e  i n ­

t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s  c a n  be  l e a r n e d ,  w h ieh  s t a te m e n t  m ust h e  

q u a l i f i e d ) , he w i l l  s t i l l  h e  a  v i r tu o u s  b l u n d e r e r .  B ut 

h a v in g  th e  d i o n e t i c  v i r t u e s  b u t  l a c k in g  m o ra l v i r t u e s ,  he 

s t i l l  may b e  a  ro g u e  an d  a  r a s c a l ,  t h e  m ore so  by  r e a s o n  o f 

t u r n in g  h i s  know ledge to  u n e t h i c a l  ends*

To th e  d io n e t i©  v i r t u e s ,  b e in g  th e m se lv e s  l@ goi 

( l a w s ) , th e  mean does n o t  app ly*  They a r e  r a t h e r  u se d  i n  

a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  m ean, once th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  to  a s c e r t a i n  i t  

i s  th e re *  H ere i s  a n  i n e v i t a b l e  w eakness w h ieh  m akes r e a ­

so n ed  m o r a l i t y ,  a s  o p p o sed  t o  cu s to m a ry  m o r a l i t y ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  

im p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  ra n k  and f i l e *  The r a n k  and f i l e ,  a s  a  

m a t t e r  o f  e m p i r ic a l  f a c t ,  e i t h e r  do n o t  o r  c a n n o t a c t u a l i z e  

th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e ,  b u t  h eed  

e i t h e r  cu s to m a ry  m o r a l i ty  o r  t h e  m o r a l i t y  p r e s c r i b e d  by

1 -  I b i d , 1141b 5 .
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some s e m i- d e i f i e d  l e a d e r  a s  i n  Germany to d a y .

M oral T ir tu e  i s  th e  e x c e l le n c e  o f  man* s m oral 

n a tu r e • M ora l v ir t u e  i s  *
1

(G enus) A s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r .

( D i f f e r e n t i a )  I t  i s  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  to c h o o se  t h e  mean
2

(m e so te s )  r e l a t i v e  t o  u s .

" D is p o s i t io n "  i s  h e re  u s e d  in  th e  s e n s e  o f  a  s t a t e  

o f  c h a r a c te r *  a  e u s to m a ry  c h o ic e  o f  a c t i o n  o r  mode o f  b e ­

h a v i o r .  Thus

" v i r t u e  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  C h o ie e , 
l y in g  i n  a  m ean, i . e .  th e  mean r e l a t i v e  t o  m s, t h i s  
■feeing d e te rm in e d  fey a  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e  an d  fey t h a t  
p r i n c i p l e  fey w h ich  th e  man o f  p r a c t i c a l  wisdom d e t e r ­
m ines i t . "  3

The fo r e g o in g  m ust fee feorme c l e a r l y  i n  m ind i n  t h a t  w h ich  

i s  t o  f o l lo w  i f  we a r e  t o  a v o id  p o i n t l e s s  d i s p u t a t i o n  and  

c r i t i c i s m .

A r i s t o t l e  g iv e s  t h r e e  m arks o f  v i r t u e  a l l  o f  w h ic h  

a r e  p e r t i n e n t  i n  h i s  system *

(a )  M ora l v i r t u e  m ust hav e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f c h o o s in g  and  s e e k -
4

in g  th e  i n t e r m e d i a t e .5

1  ~ E » H G 6 a  1 0 *

2 -  I fe id , H Q 7a 6 .

3 -  I fe id . 1107a 1 .

4 -  I fe id . 1106fe

5 -  I fe id . 1107a 5 .
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(b ) E x c e ss  and d e f e c t  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i ©  ©f v i c e ,  t h e  ch© ice
"  '   1
o f  t h e  mean o f v i r t u e .

(c )  A c t io n s , a l th o u g h  h a b i t u a l ,  m ust h e  v o lu n ta r y  t o  h e  v i r -
2 ' -

tu o u s ,  th e  a g e n t  b o th  c o n c u r r in g  and d e s i r i n g ,  and  th e  

c h o ic e  b e in g  i n  h i s  po w er. (An a c t i o n  i s  c a l l e d  co m p u lso ry  

w i th o u t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  when th e  c a u se  i s  i n  th e  e x t e r n a l  c i r ­

cu m sta n ce s  a n d  t h e  a g e n t  c o n t r i b u t e s  n o t h i n g ) . Man i s  con­

s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  b e g e t t e r  o f  h i s  a c t i o n  a s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  b e in g

r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  b o th  h i s  v i r t u e s  an d  h i s  v i c e s ,  b o th  b e in g
.....................  ’3

i n  h i s  power* B o th  v ic e  a n d  v i r t u e  a r e  q u a l i t i e s ,  s t a t e s  o f  

c h a r a c t e r ,  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  M ora l v i r t u e  i s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

q u a l i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r  w h ic h  i s  e q u iv a le n t  to  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  

to  ch o o se  th e  m e so te s  and  a d m i t t in g  o f c o n v e r s io n  w i th  i t ,  

t o  w i t s

V i r tu e  =s a  d i s p o s i t i o n  to  ch o o se  th e  m e m , and h a b i t u a l l y  

c h o o s in g  i t  • • . and  . . .

A d i s p o s i t i o n  to  choose  t h e  m ean, a n d  h a b i t u a l l y  c h o o s in g  

i t  =  v i r t u e .

I t  i s  a  sy m m e tr ic a l r e l a t i o n .  I n  a l l  c a s e s  v i r t u e  

i s  a  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  a  s t a t e ,  a  q u a l i t y  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  

c h o ic e  o f  th e  m ean. Hence am i n d i v i d u a l  who c o n s i s t e n t l y  

c h o o ses  a n d  a e t s  on th e  mean i s  a  v i r t u o u s  i n d iv id u a l*

1  -  I b i d ,  1106b 3 0 .

2 -  I b i d ,  1110a 35 f f .

3 “ I b i d ,  1113b 1 5 .
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P e r s o n a l i z in g  v i r t u e ,  o r  u s in g  i t  i n  t h e  s e n se  o f  m p e rs o n  

p o s s e s s in g  i t  o r  m o tiv a te d  b y  i t ,  we m ust th e n  s a y i  v i r t u e  

c h o o ses  t h e  mean* B ut t h i s  r e l a t i o n  i s  n o t  s y m m e tr ic a l ,  d o e s  

n o t  a d m it o f  c o n v e rs io n *  The mean may have b ean  a c c id e n t ­

a l l y  h i t  u p o n . Thus a s  I p im e n id e s ,  i f  he  i s  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  

" a l l "  whom he d e s ig n a te s  a s  l i a r s ,  i s  th e n  h im s e lf  a  l i a r  and  

may y e t  a c c i d e n t a l l y  be  t e l l i n g  th e  t r u t h ,  so  th e  mean may be  

c h o sen  o r  h i t  upon and  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t i l l  n o t  be  v i r t u o u s .

I n  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  b r e v i t y  th e n  m o ra l v i r t u e  may be  

sum m arized a s  b e in g  th e  a r e t e  ( e x c e l le n c e )  o f  th e  m o ra l s e l f *  

I t s  g enus i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  i n  a  s e n se  a  

h a b i t ,  a  d i s p o s i t i o n *  I t s  d i f f e r e n t i a  t h a t  i t  c h o o s e s  th e  

mean r e l a t i v e  to  u s  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v a r io u s  p a s s io n s  

e i t h e r  by  way o f  f  e e l i n g  o r  a c t i v i t y ,  w i th  a  f u r t h e r  r e f e r ­

ence  to  t im e ,  p la c e  an d  c irc u m s ta n c e s *  V i r tu e  i s  th e  s t a t e  

o f  c h a r a c t e r .  The v i r t u e s  ( c o u ra g e ,  te m p e ra n c e , e t c . )  a r e  

th e  names g iv e n  t o  v i r t u e ’ s c h o ic e  i n  t h e  v a r io u s  f i e l d s  o f  

th e  e t h i c a l  r e a lm  o f  d i s c o u r s e *  C o u rag e , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  

v i r t u e ’ s c h o ic e j  i s  th e  mean b e tw e e n  e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t ,  i s  

" th e  v i r tu e *  i n  r e g a r d  t o  f e e l i n g s  o f  f e a r  and  c o n fid e n c e *

B ut w hat i s  th e  end t h a t  th e  m ean s e e k s  to  a c t u a l i z e ?  What
' 1 ' '

i s  th e  " t e l o s "  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w h ic h  an  a c t  i s  deem ed t®

i

1  -  * T e l© s" , t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  c o m p le tio n  o r  f u l ­
f i lm e n t  o f  a n y th in g ,  th e  en d  o r  p u rp o se  s o u g h t ,  " t h a t  oni 
a c c o u n t  o f w h ic h ."
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b® a  v i r t u e  ®r a  r i c e ?  T h is  n e c e s s i t a t e s  an  e x a m in a t io n  o f  

A r i s t o t e l i a n  te le o lo g y *

f  -  The T e le s  t h a t  th e  Mean se e k s  to  A c t u a l i z e .

We m ust i n i t i a l l y  n o te  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e  d e te rm in e s  th e  

good f o r  m an, n o t  by  g o in g  beyond  m an, n o t  by  t a k i n g  one 

p h a se  o f  human a c t i v i t y  by i t s e l f ,  n o t  e v e n  b y  r e a s o n  i t s e l f ,  

bmt by a  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  man*s t o t a l  n a t u r e ,  com bin ing  i n  

p ro p e r  o r d e r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  w h o le  man u n d e r  t h e  a u th ­

o r i t y  o f  re a so n *  B eason  i t s e l f  m ust i n  t u r n  b e  s u b j e c t e d  to  

a  " r i g h t  r u l e "  w h ic h  m ust b e  o u t  s p e c i a l  c o n c e rn  i n  a  su b ­

s e q u e n t s e c t io n *

"The H ieem achean E th i c s  b e g in s  i t s  i n q u i r y  i n t o  th e  aim  
o f  human l i f e  w i th  a  b o ld  s k e tc h  o f  t h e  sy s te m  o f  ends*
Thus fro m  th e  s t a r t  th e  p ro b lem  i s  p u t  i n t o  r e l a t i o n  w i th  
A r i s t o t e l i a n  t e l e o lo g y  a s  si w h o le* "1

The fo re g o in g  s ta te m e n t  n e ed s  m o d i f i c a t io n  an d  e x ­

p l a n a t i o n .  The t e l e o lo g y  o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  

e t h i c s ,  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  a n sw e r in g  th e  q u e s t io n *  why? ( th e

u l t i m a t e  "why") o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  " th e  end o r  p u rp o se  f o r  th e
2

sa k e  o f  w h ic h  a  th in g  i s  done*" "The p h r a s e  * fo r  th e  sa k e

o f ’ c o n n o te s  b o th  a  g o a l  an d  a  h ig h e s t  g o o d - w h e th e r  t h a t
3 4

b e  r e a l  o r  a p p a r e n t . "  A c c o rd in g  to  J a n e t  th e  te rm  " f i n a l

1 -  W. J a e g e r ,  A r i s t o t l e , p  2 3 2 .

2 -  IP. W hee lw righ t -  A r i s t o t l e ,  N a tu r a l  S c ie n c e  -  Bk 2 .

3 -  Ib id p  p 2 6 .

4 -  P a u l  J a n e t ,  P i n a l  C a u s e s , p 1 f o o t n o te .
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c a u se "  ( c a u s a  f i n a l i s )  was in t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  la n g u a g e

o f  p h i lo s o p h y  hy  s c h o l a s t i c i s m .  " A r i s t o t l e  n e v e r  em ploys

i t .  He sa y s  * th e  en d * , t h a t  *on a c c o u n t o f  w h ic h 1 h u t

n e r e r  *f i n a l  c a u s e ’ • "

Hence th e  q u e s t io n  i s s  What i s  th e  g o a l  and h ig h e s t

g o o d , th e  e n d , th e  " t h a t  on a c c o u n t  o f  w h ic h ,"  t h a t  th e

mean se e k s  to  a c t u a l i z e ?  I n  s e e k in g  th e  an sw er t h e r e t o ,

he  i s  n o t  p ro c e e d in g  f ro m  some p re c o n c e iv e d  "end" o r  g o o d ,

h u t  h e  l e t s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  man d e te rm in e  t h e  end* The

a b u se  o f  f i n a l  c a u se s  s u c h  a s  r e g a r d s  man a s  t h e  c e n t e r

and  end o f  a l l  c r e a t i o n ,  i s  n o t  r e s o r t e d  to *  T h ere  i s  no

im p u tin g  o f  a  " f o r  t h e  sak e  o f"  to  l i v i n g  e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e i r

r e l a t i o n  to  one a n o th e r*  H is p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  a s  t h e  eye

h a s  a  t e l o s ,  v i z :  t o  s e e  w e l l ,  a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d ic in e

h a s  a  t e l o s ,  v i z s  h e a l t h ,  and  so  i n  o th e r  o a s e s ,  man a l s o

h a s  a  f u n c t i o n ,  a  t e l o s ,  an  u l t i m a t e  " f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  i n
1 .............

h i s  a c t s  a n d  conduct*  T h ere  i s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  th e  v i t a l

o rg a n s  i n  m an, an  i n t e r n a l  t e l e o lo g y  w h ich  make them  b o th

ends and m eans* The t e l o s  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o rg a n , when

1 -  S .  H* 109f a  1 8 .
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a c h ie v e d , c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  w ho le  a s
1

th e  u l t i m a t e  t e l o s  .2

G ra n tin g  t h i s  i n t e r n a l  t e l e o lo g y *  i t  i s  h u t  n a t u r a l  

to  a sk *  w hat i s  th e  t e l o s , th e  f u n c t i o n ,  o f  t h e  w h o le , i . e .  

o f  man? A r i s t o t l e  r e g a r d s  r e a s o n  a s  th e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  e l e ­

m ent i n  h im , and t h a t  a  l i f e  a c c o rd in g  t o  r e a s o n  i s  th e  

p o t e n t i a l i t y  t h a t  man sh o u ld  s e e k  to  a c h ie v e • I t  i s  j u s t  

h e re  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e ' s  E th i c s  s ta n d s  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  A r i s t o ­

t e l i a n  t e l e o lo g y  a s  a  w h o le . The t e l o s  i s  m a n 's  e x c e l l ­

e n c e , m a n 's  a r e t e ,  m ain's p o t e n t i a l i t y  a c t u a l i z e d .  The

1 -  K an t d iv id e s  f i n a l i t y  i n t o  tw o s p e c ie s *  i n t e r n a l  and
e x t e r n a l  o r  r e l a t i v e *  I n t e r n a l  f i n a l i t y ,  i . e .  an  o rg a n ­
i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  t h e  w h o le , he r e g a r d s  a s  a b s o l u t e . E x te r n a l  f i n a l i t y  
i s  r e l a t i v e .  " F i n a l i t y  p u r e ly  e x te r n a l *  t h a t  i s ,  th e  
u t i l i t y  o f one t h i n g  f o r  a n o th e r ,  i s  n e v e r  more t h a n  
r e l a t i v e "  an d  " o n ly  e x i s t s  a c c i d e n t a l l y  i n  th e  t h i n g  to  
w h ich  i t  i s  a t t r i b u t e d "  -  q u o te d  by J a n e t ,  F i n a l  C a u se s , 
p  332* M e re d ith  i n  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  K a n t 's  C r i t i q u e  o f  
T e l e o lo g ic a l  Judgm ent u s e s  t h e  te rm s  " i n t r i n s i c  and  e x ­
t r i n s i c  f i n a l i t y "  p? 24-26* The p r i n c i p l e  on w h ic h  th e  
i n t r i n s i c  f i n a l i t y  o f  o rg an ism s  i s  e s t im a te d  i s  t h a t  "an  
o rg a n iz e d  n a t u r a l  p ro d u c t  i s  one i n  w h ic h  e v e r y  p a r t  i s  
r e c i p r o c a l l y  b o th  end a n d  m eans. I n  su c h  a  p ro d u c t  no* 
th in g  i 3  i n  v a i n ,  w i th o u t  a n  e n d , o r  t o  b e  a s c r i b e d  to  
a  b l i n d  m echanism  o f  n a t u r e . "  pp 2 4 -2 5 .

2 -  As th e  eye e a n  be  s a i d  t o  have a  t e l o s  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to
i t s e l f ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  w h o le*  v i z :  man, 
so  man c a n  b e  s a id  to  hav e  at t e l o s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  him ­
s e l f  a s  w e l l  a s  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  l a r g e r  u n i t  w i th  
w h ieh  in d iv i d u a l  man i s  bound u p , v iz *  s o c i e t y .  B i t  a s  
th e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  e y e 's  t e l o s  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
i t s e l f  i s  a l s o  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  i t s  t e l o s  w i t h  r e f e r ­
en ce  t o  m an, so by  a n a lo g y  th e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a n 's  
t e l o s  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h im s e l f ,  a t  t h e  same tim e  i n ­
v o lv e s  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  h i s  t e l o s  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
s o c ie ty *  A t l e a s t  th e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  d e ­
p e n d e n t upon th e  f  o m e r .
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p o t e n t i a l i t y - a c t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  a p p l i e d  t o  man ‘b e g in s  w i t h  

th e  a s su m p tio n  t h a t  man h a s  a  t e l o s ,  a  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  hasedL 

upon  m a n 's  n a t u r e .  We c a n n o t s a y  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e  h a s  a  p r e ­

c o n c e iv e d  end to  w h ieh  a l l  e l s e  i s  b e n t*  B e g in n in g  w i t h  

th e  a s su m p tio n  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  A r i s t o t l e  th e n  i n v e s t i g a t e s  

th e  n a tu r e  o f  man t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h a t t h a t  p o t e n t i a l i t y  ( t e l o s ,  

e x c e l le n c e )  may h e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s h o u ld  he*  T h a t w h ic h  i s  

deemed t o  h e  m a n 's  p o t e n t i a l i t y  (m a n 's  e x c e l le n c e  a s  h a se d  

upon  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  m a n 's  n a tu r e )  th e n  d e te rm in e s  t h e  

mean so u g h t i n  a  g iv e n  in s ta n c e *

U sin g  A r i s t o t l e ' s  m e th o d o lo g y , we b e g in  w i th  th e  

a s su m p tio n  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t y .  Then m ust f o l lo w  an  i n v e s t i g a ­

t i o n  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  man to  d e te rm in e  w h e re in  t h a t  p o te n ­

t i a l i t y  c o n s i s t s ,  i n  g e n e r a l .  Then t h a t  p o t e n t i a l i t y  m ust 

he e n v is io n e d  i n  th e  c o n c r e t e .  H ext we m ust a s c e r t a i n  th e  

a c t s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u te  t o  t h a t  t e l o s *  An a e t  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  

to  th e  u l t i m a t e  t e l o s  i s  t h e n  th e  i n s t r u m e n ta l  t e l o s  w h ich  

th e  mean s e e k s  t o  a c t u a l i z e .  By th e  m ean, t h e n ,  t h e  i n d iv ­

i d u a l  s e e k s  t o  a c t u a l i z e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n ta l  t e l o s  w h ie h  s h a l l  

c o n t r i b u t e  to w ard  a c t u a l i z i n g  t h e  U l t im a te  t e l o s *

I s  i t  n o t  a  f a l s e  a s su m p tio n  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e ' s  t e l o s  

d e te rm in e s  th e  mean? I s  i t  n o t  th e  o t h e r  way ro u n d ?  We 

r e i t e r a t e :  An e x c e l le n c e  ( a s  p o t e n t i a l i t y )  i s  a ssu m e d , 

h a s e d  on a n a lo g y ,  c o m p a riso n  a n d  o b s e r v a t io n .  The c o n te n t  

o f  t h a t  e x c e l le n c e  ( t e l o s )  i s  t h e n  o b ta in e d  b y  s tu d y in g :

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



41

maii’ s n a t u r e .  The e n v is io n e d  c o n te n t  o f  p o t e n t i a l  e x c e l l ­

en ce  th e n  becom es th e  g o a l ,  t h e  ach iev e m e n t o f  w h ich  i s  

s o u g h t .  The t e l o s  i d e a  i s  r e g u l a t i v e  th r o u g h o u t ,  m o t iv a t ­

in g  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  man’ s n a t u r e ,  g o in g  n o t  t o  gods o r  

be&jsts o r  f a b l e s  b u t  t o  hum an-h ind  i n  d e te rm in in g  t h e  s p e c i ­

f i c  c o n te n t  o f th e  human t e l o s .  Hence we m p st s a y  t h a t  th e  

t e l o s ,  b a se d  upon m an’ s n a tu r e  a s  o f  a  k in d *  d e te rm in e s  t h e  

v a r io u s  in s t a n c e s  o f th e  i n s t r u m e n ta l  t e l o s  t h a t  t h e  mean 

se e k s  t o  a c t u a l i z e .  T h is  m akes p o s s ib l e  t e lo s - d e te r m in e d  

c o n d u c t a s  opposed  t o ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c o n d u c t t h a t  i s  im ­

p u ls e  c o n t r o l l e d .
' ■ ' 1

A r i s t o t l e  c a l l s  th e  t e l o s  " e y d a im o n ia ,"  whose p r o p e r  

E n g l i s h  e q u iv a le n t  (b a se d  upon t h e  s p i r i t  and to n e  o f A r i s ­

t o t l e ’ s e t h i c s ) ,  i s  “w e l l - b e i n g .w The G reek te rm s  in v o lv e s  

th e  c o n c e p t o f  w e l l - b e in g ,  h a p p in e s s  an d  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  

o f  th e  g o o d . T h is  -  HKELL-B1IHG -  i s  th e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f 

th e  fo rm  w h ich  i s  p o t e n t i a l  to  m an. A r i s t o t l e  d e s c r ib e s

I t  a s  a c t i v i t y  o f s o u l  w h ic h  fo l lo w s  o r  im p l ie s  a  r a t i o n a l  
 2

p r i n c i p l e ,  one p a r t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f h a v in g  su c h  a  p r i n c i p l e  

i n  th e  s e n se  o f  p o s s e s s in g  one an d  e x e r c i s in g  th o u g h t  and  th e  

o th e r  i n  th e  s e n se  o f b e in g  o b e d ie n t  t h e r e t o 4 . . i n  a  co m p le te
___ __ ^ y

1 -  “E ydaim onia" -  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  o f  «

2 " SU H. 1098a 8 .
3 -  I b i d , 1098a 2 0 .
4 -  i . e .  B o th  know ing a n d  d o in g ,  a s  opposed  t o  u n u t i l i z e d

k n o w led g e .
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l i f e  * • th e  i n d iv i d u a l  p o s s e s s in g  a  s h a r e  o f  t h i s  w o r ld ’ s

goods*  A r i s t o t l e  g iv e s  i t  t h e  f o l lo w in g  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n
1

and d e l i m i t a t i o n !

EYMIMOHIA (W e ll-b e in g  -  h a p p in e s s )

i s  c h o se n  f o r  th e  sa k e  o f  n o th in g  o th e r  th a n  i t s e l f ;  

i s  good i n  i t s e l f ;

i t  m akes l i f e  d e s i r a b l e  and  l a c k in g  i n  n o th in g ;  

i s  so m e th in g  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  an d  f i n a l  a n d  i s  th e  end 

o f  a c t i o n .

He who p o s s e s s e s  i t s

l i v e s  w e l l  and  d o es  w e l l ,  f o r  i t  i s  a  good l i f e  an d  

good a c t io n ; h a s  a c t i v i t y  o f  s o u l  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  

p e r f e c t  v i r tu e *

E y d a im o n ia  i s s

n o t  h o n o r , f o r  h o n o r i s ,  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g ,  a  m eans; 

n o t  v i r t u e ,  f o r  v i r t u e  i s  c o m p a tib le  w i th  b e in g  a s  le a p  

o r  w i th  l i f e - l o n g  i n a c t i v i t y ;  

n o t  p u r s u i t  o f  w e a l th ,  f o r  t h a t  to o  i s  f o r  t h e  sak e  o f  

so m e th in g  e l s e ;  

n o t  p l e a s u r e  o r  r e a s o n ,  f o r  th e y  to o  a r e  f o r  t h e  sa k e  

o f  so m e th in g  e l s e ;  

n o t  t h e  l i f e  o f  p e rc e p tio n ! ,, n u t r i t i o n  o r  g ro w th , f o r  

t h a t  w ould le a v e  man u n s a t i s f i e d .

1 -  B ased  upon E . H. 1095a 13 to  1103a 10*
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W ell-fee in g  i n  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  s e n s e  i s  a  l i f e  ©f 

a c t i v i t y  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  v i r t u e ,  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  feoth  p o s s ­

e s s in g  and f a l lo w in g  a  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e .  I t  i s  t h e  p r o ­

c e s s  o f  a c h ie v in g  ( e v e n tu a l ly  t h e  a c h ie v e d  s t a t e ) , th e  e n d , 

t h a t  i s  p o t e n t i a l  and  n a t u r a l  t o  h im , h i s  w hole s o u l  feeing 

ta k e n  i n t o  c o n s id e r a t io n *  As i n  r e l i g i o n ,  th e  c o n c e rn  i s  

t h a t  man s h a l l  s e rv e  God in  an d  th ro u g h  w h a te v e r  h i s  work 

o r  p r o f e s s io n  may fee, so  h e re  t h e  c o n c e rn  i s  t h a t  r e a s o n 's  

d i c t a t e  (a  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e )  fee fo l lo w e d  i n  and th ro u g h  

a l l  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d e te rm in in g  w hat a c t i v i t i e s  

s h a l l  o r  s h a l l  n o t  fee f o l lo w e d .  M an 's  f u n c t i o n  i s  a t t a i n e d  

when t h i s  i s  a c tu a l i z e d *  B e a so n , a s  th e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  m an, 

u s e s  t h e  p a s s i o n s ,  n o t  a s  ends i n  th e m se lv e s  h u t  a s  i n s t r u ­

m e n ta l  e n d s , feend ing , s u b ju g a t in g  and  s u b l im a t in g  them  a s  

th e  i n s t r u m e n ta l  t e l o s ,  a s  d e te rm in e d  fey t h e  u l t i m a t e  t e l o s ,  

may p r e s c r i b e .  The w hole s o u l  i s  t o  fee u n d e r  i t s  d i r e c t i o n .  

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  n o t e ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  he  c o n s id e r s  th e  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  some m easu re  o f  w o r ld ly  p r o s p e r i t y ,  w h ich  

l a t t e r  he  r e g a r d s  a s  p ro p e r  e q u ip m e n t, m p a r t  o f  w e l l- b e in g *

1
Resumes W e ll-b e in g  i s  t h e  t e l e s  o f  m an. I t  i s  t h a t  w hich  

determines the various acts that the mean seeks t o  actualize.

1 -  The f a c t  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e ' s  mean I s  t e lo s - d e te r m in e d ,  and  
t h a t  th e  t e l o s  i s  th e  f r u i t a g e  o f  t h e  a e t u a l i t y - p o t e n -  
t i a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  m an, and t h a t  t h e  f u n c ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  mean i s  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  t e l e o l o g i c a l  
n a tu r e  o f  human c o n d u c t ,  I s  f r e q u e n t ly  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  fey
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W e ll-b e in g  c o n s i s t s  i n  a  l i f e  ©f a c t i v i t y  i n  a e e o rd  w i th  

v i r t u e ,  l i v e d  i n  s o c i e t y ,  th e  w hole  l i f e - e x p e c t a n c y  sp an  

"being ta k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  and  h a v in g  some m easu re  o f  

m a t e r i a l  p r o s p e r i t y  hy  way o f  equ ipm en t*  The t e l o s - l d e a  i s  

r e g u la t i v e *  The id e a  m o tiv a te s  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  i t s  own con­

t e n t ,  s t u d i e s  man’ s n a tu r e  t o  d i s c o v e r  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  

and  th e n  h as  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l i t y  ( c o n c r e t e ly  e n v is io n e d )  d e ­

te rm in e  th e  i n s t r u m e n ta l  t e l o s  w h ieh  l a t t e r  th e  mean se e k s  

t o  a c tu a l i z e *

th e  w r i t e r s  o f  h i s t o r i e s  o f  p h ilo so p h y *  They sp e ak  s u p e r ­
f i c i a l l y  o f  a  " g o ld e n  m ean ,"  "but lo s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  m ean’ s 
c o n n e c tio n  w i t h  t h e  t e l o s ,  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  t e l o s  w h ich  
g iv e s  th e  mean i t s  s ig n i f ic a n c e *

Thus B . A. G. f u l l e r  g e n e r a l i z e s  away t h i s  im p o r ta n t  f a c t  
"by s a y in g s  "R ig h t e o n d u e t i s  j u s t  enough , w rong c o n d u c t i s  
t o o  much o r  to o  l i t t l e  o f  a. g iv e n  f u n c t io n *  T h is  i s  th e  
fam ous A r i s t o t e l i a n  d o e t r in e  o f  v i r t u e  a s  th e  " g o ld e n  
mean* *w( H is to r y  o f  P h i lo s o p h y * p 1 § 4 ) . He ig n o r e s  th e  
t e l e s *  He s t a t e s :  " In d e e d , i t  t a k e s  g r e a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and  
g r e a t  e x c e l le n c e  t o  h i t  i t  e x a c t ly "  -  and y e t  ig n o r e s  t h a t  
hy  re a s o n  o f  w h ic h  th e  mean i n  a  g iv e n  c a s e  IS  th e  mean*
A* K* R o g ers  e q u a l ly  v a g u e ly  s t a t e s :  "An im p u lse  h a s  i n  i t  
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g iv in g  r i s e  t o  a  v i r t u e  "by t a k in g  t h e  
m id d le  c o u rs e  "between e x c e s s  a n d  d e f i c ie n c y * " ( S tu d e n t s  
H is to r y  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , pp 1 1 4 ,1 1 5 ) .  The mean a s  t h e  <pan- 
t i t a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  th e  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  i s  l o s t  s i g h t  o f*  
Even W indelband  (who c a n n o t h e  c h a rg e d  w i t h  s u p e r f i c i a l ­
i t y )  , c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  m ean a s  b e in g  "The g e n e r a l  p r i n ­
c i p l e  -  t h a t  r a t i o n a l  i n s i g h t  a lw ay s f i n d s  th e  r i g h t  mean 
b e tw een  th e  u n re a s o n a b le  e x tre m e s  to  w h ich  th e  n a t u r a l  
im p u ls iv e  l i f e  le a d s * "  ( H is to r y  o f  P h i lo s o p h y * p  1®2) B ut 
why " u n re a s o n a b le  e x tre m e s? "  I t  i s  fro m  th e  v ie w p o in t  o f 
th e  s p e c i f i c  t e l o s  and  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t ,  t h a t  a  mean 
i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t h e  " r i g h t  m ean ,"  w h ic h  f a c t  he  does 
n o t  b r in g  ou t*
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P A R T  I I

ANALYSIS OP ARISTOTLE1 S MEABT 
AND THE METHOD OP ITS EMPLOYMENT

a  -  A n a ly s is  o f  A r i s t o t l e * s  M ean.

An a n a l y s i s  o f  A r i s t o t l e ^ s  mean h e re w ith  f o l lo w s .  

A s tu d y  o f  A r i s t o t l e ^ s  v a r io u s  s ta te m e n ts  o f  t h e  d o c tr in e ? , 

t o g e th e r  w i t h  th e  t a b l e  o f  th e  v i r t u e s ,  le a d s  u s  to  g iv e  

th e  fo l lo w in g  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  mean i n  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  

se n se s

A mean i n  th e  re a lm  o f  m o ra l v i r t u e  i s s

(G enus) T h a t p o i n t ,  d e g r e e ,  am ount o r  i n t e n s i t y  i n  a  

p a s s io n ,  e i t h e r  a s  f e e l i n g  or re s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y *  

( D i f f e r e n t i a )  w h ic h , (on  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e )  by 

a v o id in g  e x c e s s  and d e f e c t ,  a c t u a l i z e s  an  e n v is io n e d  i n ­

s t r u m e n ta l  t e l o s ,  a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  man’ s u l t i m a t e  t e l o s ,  

w e l l - b e in g .  The c a te g o ry  o f  q u a n t i t y  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  th e  

p a s s io n  o r  i t s  r e s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y ,

45
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The "o u g h t"  o f t h e  m ethod o f  A r i s t o t l e  i s  © b v io u sly  

t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y *  MI  o u g h t to  engage i n  s u c h  

a c t s  and  c o n d u c t a s  c o n t r i b u t e  to  a y  w e l l - b e in g "  1 B ut 

w hat i s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  su c h  a c t s ?  What have  s u c h  a c t s  i n  

common? What fo rm u la  i s  t h e r e  f o r  a c t u a l i z i n g  su c h  con­

d u c t?  Such a c t s  a n d  c o n d u c t ,  i . e .  v i r t u e s ,  a r e  m eans b e -  

tw een  e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t .  Thus th e  "o u g h t"  o f  t h e  f i v e  

c l a s s i c a l  m ethods ( u s in g  W h ee lw rig h t* s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n )  

a r e  a s  f o l lo w s s

The o u g h t o f  Hedonisms P le a s u r e  b r i n g i n g  a c t i v i t y

The o u g h t o f D e o n to lo g y : D uty  f u l f i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y

The o u g h t o f  R a tio n a l is m s  C o n s is te n t  a c t i v i t y  ( a d m i t t in g

o f  u n i v e r s a l i z a t i o n )

The o u g h t o f l a tm r a l i s m :  L ife -a u g m e n tin g  a c t i v i t y  (b o th

l e n g th  and  f u l l n e s s )

The o u g h t of A r i s t o t l e ’ s Humanisms

T e l o s - f m l f i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y  

W ith  t h e  fo r e g o in g  i n  m in d , A r i s t o t l e ’ s m ethod ( w i th ­

i n  th e  l a r g e r  m ethod of humanism) i s  u n iq u e  i n  t h a t  i t  

a p p l i e s  th e  c a te g o ry  o f  q u a n t i t y  o r  d e g re e  t o  t h e  im p u lse s  

and  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  man, and  c la im s  t o  h av e  fo u n d  and  t h a t  

i t  s e e k s  to  d e m o n s tr a te ,  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  u n i v e r s a l  i n  

t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y *  A t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  

f o r  A r i s t o t l e ,  i s  an  i n s t a n c e  o f th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  mean a s  

a  u n i v e r s a l .  T e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t a s  t h e  o u g h t o f  th e
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m ethod f a d e s  i n t o  t h e  b ack g ro u n d  an d  t h e  mean r i s e s  t@i 

th e  p rom inence  t h a t  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  norm o c c u p ie s  i n  t h e  

o t h e r  m e th o d s . “ I f  i t  i s  a. v i r t u e ,  i t  i s  a  mean* i s  th e  

im p re s s io n  l e f t .  B a t a  mean h e tw een  w h a t?  The re a d y  a n ­

sw er i s *  A mean h e tw een  two v i c e s  o r  h e tw een  e x c e s s  and 

d e f e c t ,  o r  b e tw een  to o  much o r  t o o  l i t t l e ,  a s  i s  to  he  

e x p e e te d  hy  ai s tu d y  o f  t h e  A r i s t o t l e  s ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  

d o c t r i n e .  B u t w ha t i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  e x c e s s  an d  

d e f e c t ,  and  j u s t  why s h o u ld  o r  does a  v i r t u e  h ap p en  t o  

l i e  h e tw een  th em , i f  in d e e d  i t  can  h e  s a i d  t o  do so ?

I f  a  v i r t u e  l i e s  h e tw e e n  e x c e s s  an d  d e f e e t ,  we m ust a s k :  

E x c e ss  an d  d e f e c t  o f  w h a t?  The r e p l y :  E x e e s s  and  d e f e c t ,  

q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  c o n s id e r e d ,  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s io n  o r  

o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  w h ic h  i s  i t s  e x p r e s s io n .  E ach  p a s s io n  h a s  

a  ra n g e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  i n t e n s i t y  o r  d e g re e  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  

p a s s io n  a s  f e e l i n g ,  a n d  l ik e w is e  a  ra n g e  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t y  

a s  a p p ly in g  t o  i t s  e x p r e s s io n .  We may i n d i c a t e  t h i s  a s  

fo llo w s *
i

MinimumMaximum j  a h  c M ^ - E d -  e i g h t y  0 r  one 
@r P a s s i v i t y

L e t th e  l i n e  X -  Y r e p r e s e n t  th e  f u l l  ra n g e  o f  p o s s i ­

b i l i t y  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  c o n s id e r e d ,  i n  t h e  f e e l i n g  o r  re*  

ponse  a c t i v i t y  o f  m. p a s s i o n ,  th e  minimum a n d  maximum 

l i m i t s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p o i n t  o f  p a s s i v i t y .
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P o in t  X r e p r e s e n t s  th e  maximum i n  d e g re e ,  am o u n t, 

i n t e n s i t y ;  a l l ,  co m p le te  a f f i r m a t i o n ,  i n  s h o r t  t h e  maximum 

e x tre m e .

P o in t  Y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  ex trem e  minimum i n  d e g re e ,  

am oun t, o r  i n t e n s i t y ,  th e  l e a s t  t h a t  c a n  "be f e l t  o r  e x ­

p r e s s e d ,  o r  i t  may h e  c o m p le te  n e g a t io n ,  n o n e , z e r o ,  a b s o ­

l u t e  s u p p re s s io n *

The ra n g e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e n ,  i n  b e tw ee n  a l l  and  

n o n e , b e tw een  co m p le te  a f f i r m a t i o n  a n d  co m p le te  n e g a t io n ,  

b e tw een  maximum e x p re s s io n  and  c o m p le te  s u p p r e s s io n .  Some­

w here  i n  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  ra n g e  b e tw e e n  X an d  Y i s  t h e  

p o in t  o r  r e g io n  w h e re , on a  g iv e n  o c c a s io n ,  t h a t  p a s s io n  i s  

c o n t r i b u to r y  to  w e l l - b e in g .  L e t  u s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

c a l l s  f o r t h  a n g e r .  The o c c a s io n  o r  e v e n t  may b e  s u f f i c i e n t ­

l y  p ro v o c a t iv e  t o  have  t h e  a n g e r  r i s e  i n  i n t e n s i t y  o f  f e e l ­

in g  to  th e  p o in t  X. B ut t h e r e  r e a s o n  s t e p s  i n ,  c h e c k s , im­

p e d e s ,  and  c o n t r o l s  th e  f e e l i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  e x p r e s s io n  

o f  th e  a n g e r*  B eason  f i n d s  p o i n t  X to  b e  to o  m uch, t o  be 

an  e x c e s s .  The o c c a s io n  i s  n o t  w o r th  i t .  However t h e  o c ­

c a s io n  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  g r ie v o u s  t h a t  p o in t  Y w ould  b e  e q a a l -  

l y  b a d , b e c a u se  t h e  o c c a s io n  c a l l s  f o r t h  a n g e r  on th e  p a r t  

o f  man qua  man i n  t h a t  k in d  o f  a  s i t u a t i o n .  P o in t  Y w ould 

b e  d e f e c t  on th e  o c c a s io n .  I n  l i k e  m anner p o i n t s  a ,  b  and 

c a r e  to o  m uch. P o in t s  d , e , f  and  g a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  B ut 

b e tw een  c and d ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  M -  -  -  F  a s  an  a p p ro x im a t io n ,
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l i e s  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  d e g re e  o r  “am ount1* o f  a n g e r  t h a t  th e  

o c c a s io n  c a l l s  f o r  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  n a n ' s  t e l o s .

Hence i t  i s  m ore c o r r e c t  to  s a y  t h a t  a  v i r t u e  ( q u a n t i t a ­

t i v e l y )  i s  a  mean b e tw e e n  w hat on a  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s io n  f o r  

a  p a r t i c u l a r  a g e n t  i s  a. q u a n t i t a t i v e  ra n g e  o f  e x c e s s  and a  

ra n g e  o f  d e f e c t*  When so  s t a t e d  a n d  u n d e rs to o d  a  v i r t u e  

do es n o t  have th e  a r t i f i c i a l  a p p e a ra n c e  i t  d o e s  -when i t  i s  

s im p ly  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a  v i r t u e  l i e s  h e tw een  two v i c e s ,  ®>r i s  

f la n ic e d  b y  two v i c e s ,  o r  a s  i f  two v i c e s  em braced  an  h o n o r­

i f i c  te rm , o r  a s  i f  two n e g a t iv e s  (n o n -v a lu e s )  i n  s y n th e s i s  

y i e ld e d  a  v a lu e *  l o t h  e x tre m e s  ( e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t )  a r e  to o  

much o r  t e c  l i t t l e  an d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  them  i s  a  

v i c e  on a  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s io n .  The mean i s  th e  p o in t  w h ic h  

a v o id s  th em  b o th  and  i s  u n iq u e *  I n  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  l i n e  

a b o v e , d o r  f  o r  a  may be t h e  mean on a n o th e r  o c c a s io n ,  

u n d e r  o th e r  c irc u m s ta n c e s*
1

The i n d iv i d u a l  p a s s io n s  a r e  i n  e a c h  c a se  t h e  raw, 

m a t e r i a l  o f  th e  v i r t u e s *  I t  i s  by m eans o f  th e m , and  b y  

f i n d in g  th e  mean i n  them  th a t  r e a s o n  s e e h s  t o  r e a l i z e  i t ­

s e l f ,  to  go fro m  p o t e n t i a l i t y  to  a c t u a l i t y *  A r i s t o t l e ’ s 

p ro c e d u re  i s  t o  a p p ly  th e  c a te g o ry  o f  q u a n t i t y  t o  th e  im­

p u l s e ,  s i n g ly  c o n s id e r e d ,  on e a c h  o c c a s io n .  Of s y n th e s i s

1 — A. K. G r i f f i n ,  Op * C i t .  pp 2 0 , 2 1 .
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o r  harm ony o r  p r o p o r t io n  th e r e  i s  f o r  him  n© q u e s t io n *  The 

d iag ra m  on th e  p re c e e d in g  pag e  e x h ib i t s  and  p o r t r a y s  th e  

mean a c c o rd in g  to  A r i s t o t l e ,  o f  w h ic h  th e  e x p la n a t io n s  by  

th e  v a r io u s  co m m en ta to rs  a r e  b u t  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s ,  i n  some 

i n s t a n c e s  m is r e p r e s e n ta t i o n s .

W h ee lw rig h t i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  mean w i th  e x c e l l e n t  man­

n e r  o f  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a s s io n s ,  and  w arn s t h a t  t h e  mean i s

no s im p le  fo rm u la ,  b u t  he  th ro w s  no f u r t h e r  l i g h t  upon th e  
1

m ean.

G r i f f i n  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  mean w i t h  " c o n d u c t t h a t

s h r in k s  fro m  e x c e s s e s ,"  and c h a r a c t e r i z e s  A r i s t o t l e ' s  v iew

o f  c o n d u c t a s  b e in g  th o ro u g h ly  b i o l o g i c a l ,  a s  b a s e d  upon

th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a n 's  k in s h ip  w i th  t h e  b r u t e s  and  o f  th e

k in s h ip  o f  m an 's  c o n d u c t w i th  t h e  co n d u c t o f  t h e  b ru te *

B ut he p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  men do  n o t  do c o n s c io u s ly  w hat th e

b r u t e s  do u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  b u t  m ust a p p ly  re a s o n  i n  t h e i r

c o n d u c t and m ust have  " th e  w is h  t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  r e a s o n  in  
2

co nduct**

G. R . G. Mure more p r e c i s e l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a  r i g h t  

a c t i o n  a s  l y in g  "b e tw een  a l l  d e g re e s  of e x c e s s iv e  f e e l i n g

1 -  P .  W h e e lw rig h t, A C r i t i c a l  I n t r o d u c t io n  to  E t h i c s ,
p 205 f f .

2 -  A .K .G r i f f i n ,  O p .C i t .  p  1 2 6 . " Y i r tu e ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  i s  ex ­
h i b i t e d  i n  a  c o u rs e  o f c o n d u c t w h ich  s h r in k s  fro m  e x e e ss  
and  f o l lo w s  a  mean p a th  t r a c e d  o u t f o r  i t  by r e a s o n ,  i n  
p la c e s  c a l l e d  r i g h t  r e a s o n ,  w h ich  p ro v e s  t o  b e  p r a c t i ­
c a l  wisdom*"
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and  r e s p o n s e  i n  one d i r e c t i o n  a n d  a l l  d e g re e s  o f  c o r r e s -
1

p o n d in g  d e f e e t  i n  th e  o t h e r . "

G ra n t, i n  h i s  com m entary on A r i s t o t l e ,  s e e s  i n  th e  

mean c h i e f l y  an  in s t a n c e  o f  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  P y th a g ­

o re a n  i d e a  o f th e  good a s  l i m i t  a n d  @f e v i l  a s  t h e  tm lirn -
 2 ...........

i t e d .  He s e e s  t h e  mean to  h e  to  and in  m o ra l v i r t u e  w hat

m easu re  i s  i n  th e  re a lm  o f a r t .  As su c h , a  mean i s  "no

m ere n e g a t iv e  p r i n c i p l e ,  n o t  th e  m ere a v o id in g  o f  e x tre m e s ,
3

h u t  r a t h e r  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a  l a w .” The a g e n t  s e e k s  t o  

r e a l i z e  so m e th in g  p o s i t i v e  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  w h ic h  r e ­

q u i r e s  a v o id a n c e  o n ly  a s  a  n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t .  The u n l im i te d  

i n  th e  P y th a g o re a n  s e n se  i s  t h e  p a s s io n ,  o v e r  a g a i n s t  a  

g iv e n  s i t u a t i o n .  (B ut " th e  u n m ea su re d , u n c o n t r o l le d "  i s  

more a p p r o p r i a t e  th a n  t h e  te rm  u n l im i te d ,  when u s e d  a p a r t  

fro m  P y th a g o re a n  te r m in o lo g y ) . The m ean i s  t h e  l i m i t  im­

p o sed  upon t h i s  u n l im i te d  h y  r e a s o n ,  and w h ic h  a c h ie v e s

1 -  A .R .G .M ure , A r i s t o t l e . p 1 4 1 .

2 -  S i r  A. G ra n t, E th i c s  of A r i s t o t l e . V ol I  pp 2 5 2 ,2 5 3 ,
" A r i s t o t l e 's  p r i n c i p l e  c o n ta in s  so m e th in g  m ore -  i t  i s  
n o t  a  m ere a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  m o d e ra tio n  
to  th e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  o f  th e  v a r io u s  s e p a r a t e  v i r t u e s .  
-  -  3?or h e re  we a r e  t a k e n  h a c k  t o  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  th e  
Pythagorean p h i lo s o p h y  and to  th e  p r i n c i p l e  that e v i l  
i s  o f th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  i n f i n i t e  and  good  o f  th e  
f i n i t e . "

3 -  I b i d .  p 257 .
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th e  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  b e in g  d i s t i n c t  i n  i t s e l f ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

i n  n e i t h e r  e x c e s s , n o r d e f e c t .  I t  i s  so m e th in g  p o s i t i v e ,  a s  

i s  b e a u ty  i n  a r t ,  o r  a s  i n  r i p e n e s s  i n  f r u i t ,  a s  i s  "d o n e” 

i n  b a k in g ,  and  a s  G ra n t p o i n t s  o u t  MI t  do es n o t  d e ro g a te
1

from  a  b e a u t i f u l  fo rm , t h a t  m ore o r  l e s s  sh o u ld  s p o i l  i t . "

U n d e r ly in g  th e  d o e t r i n e  o f  th e  m ean i s  t h e  assum p­

t i o n  t h a t  th e  c a te g o ry  o f  q u a n t i t y  o r  d e g re e  can  b e  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t ly  a p p l ie d  to  im p u lse  b o t h  a s  t o  f e e l i n g  an d  to  e x p r e s s ­

i o n .  B u t we a r e  h e re  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  s t a t e  o r  

a c t i v i t y ,  and t h e r e i n  th e  a n a lo g y  to  a r t  b r e a k s  down* I n  

th e  c a s e  o f a n g e r  th e  c o n c e rn  i s  th e  a v o id a n c e  o f  to o  much 

o r  to o  l i t t l e  o f  t h a t  s i n g l e  im p u ls e . I n  t h e  c a se  o f  a  

w ork o f  a r t  th e  to o  much o r  to o  l i t t l e  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  ( i n  

th e  c a se  o f  th e  human f i g u r e )  to o  much arm , to o  much n o s e ,  

to o  l i t t l e  t h i s  o r  t h a t ,  a s id e  a n d  a p a r t  fro m  m o tiv e *

Crude a s  t h e  f o r e g o in g  s o u n d s , t h e  f a c t  re m a in s  t h a t  

i n  a  co m p le ted  w ork  o f  a r t  a n y  e n la rg e m e n t o r  r e d u c t io n  i n  

s i z e  o f  a n y  p a r t  o f th e  f i g u r e  w i l l  s p o i l  th e  w h o le . B eau ty  

i s  th e  s i n g l e  t h in g  a c h ie v e d .  B etw een t h e  b e a u t i f u l  head  

and  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s h o u ld e r  t h e r e  m u st l ik e w is e  be p ro p o r ­

t i o n .  An u n d u ly  l a r g e  b u t  b e a u t i f u l  h e ad  upon  s m a ll  b u t  

b e a u t i f u l  s h o u ld e r s  w ould r e s u l t  i n  a  n o n - b e a u t i f u l  b u s t .

1 “ I b i d , p  260 .
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A r i s t o t l e * s  v i r t u o u s  man i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  c h o o s in g  

th e  mean i n  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  e a e h  o f  t h e  p a s s io n s  a s  o c c a ­

s io n  c a l l s  them  f o r t h ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  a  man s o  h a b i tu a t e d  

w i l l  a c t u a l i z e  a n d  a c h ie v e  w e l l - b e in g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  v i r t u e s  

w i l l  n o t  c o n f l i c t ,  s in c e  e a c h  i s  c a l l e d  f o r t h  s i n g l y .

A r i s t o t l e  i s  n o t c o n c e rn e d  w i t h ,  l e t  u s  sa y  h o n e s ty ,  

t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  a n g e r  a n d  l i b e r a l i t y ,  a l l  a t  t h e  same s t a t i c  

m oment, ( a s  t h e r e  a r e  many f a c t o r s  t h a t  n eed  b e  i n  p r o p a r -  

t i o n  a t  a  g iv e n  moment i n  a  s t a t i c  w ork o f  a r t ) , b u t  he i s  

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  mean i n  e a e h  im p u lse  a s  i t  

s i n g ly  a r i s e s ,  a ssu m in g  t h a t  th e y  a r i s e  s i n g l y .  H is v i r ­

tu o u s  man i s  h a M tu a te d  t o  t h e  c h o ic e  o f t h e  mean i n  w h a t­

e v e r  a c t i v i t i e s  he en g ag es  o r  i n  th e  im p u lse  r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  

he  e x p r e s s e s .  Thus i n  a  v i r tu o u s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  e a c h  p a s s io n  

i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  l im i t e d  b y  th e  t e l o s ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  l im i t e d  

a s  o c c a s io n  c a l l s  them  f o r t h .

An a c t  w h ich  i s  a  mean i t s e l f  " e x h i b i t s  t h e  law  o f
1

b e a u ty ."  B u t when we come to  r e s o lv e  i t  i n t o  i t s  e le m e n ts  

and  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  we a r e  e n g ag in g  i n  a  p o s t-m o rte m  p r o c e ­

d u r e ,  h a v in g  to  do w i t h  th e  c o r p s e  o f a  v i r t u e  a f t e r  th e  

l i f e  and s p i r i t  a r e  g o n e . " R e s o lv e ,"  s a y s  G ra n t,  " a  v i r ­

tu o u s  a c t  i n to  th e  p a s s io n s  a n d  some q u a n t i t a t i v e  la w , and  

i t  seem s t o  b e  r a t h e r  d e s t r o y e d  th a n  a n a ly z e d ?  th o u g h , a f t e r

*  ~ 1M £» V o l. I ,  p 2 6 1 .
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a l l ,  w hat was t h e r e  e l s e  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  h e  r e s o lv e d  in to ?

An a c t  o f  b r a v e r y  seem s b e a u t i f u l  and  n o b le ;  b u t  when we

re d u c e  t h i s  t o  a  b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  i n s t i n c t s  ®f f e a r  a n d

s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e ,  th e  g lo r y  o f  i t  i s  g o n e . T h is  i s  b e c a u se

th e  fo rm  i s  e v e r y th in g ,  and  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  n o th in g ;  an d  y e t

th e  fo rm , w ith o u t  th e  m a t t e r  a s  i t s  e x p o n e n t, h a s  no e x i s t  -  
1

e n c e ."  B u t i n  so  s a y in g  th e  th in g  i t s e l f  s t i l l  e lu d e s  u s .  

G ran t r e a l i z e s  t h i s  when h e  r e p e a t e d ly  r e f e r s  to  v i r t u e s  a s  

in s t a n c e s  o f  " b e a u ty  i n  a c t i o n . "  B u t how ever we may i n t e r ­

p r e t  v i r t u e ,  we c o n t in u e  to  b e  c o n f ro n te d  w i t h  t h e  s tu b b o rn  

f a c t s  t h a t :  m o ra l v i r tu ®  -  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  p a s s io n s

an d  a c t i o n s ,  and  i n  th e s e  t h e r e  i s  e x c e s s ,  d e f e c t  and  th e
2

i n t e r m e d i a t e ,  and  e x c e s s  i s  a  fo rm  o f  f a i l u r e ,  and so  i s

d e f e c t ,  w h ile  th e  in te r m e d ia te  i s  p r a i s e d  And i s  a  fo rm  o f  
3

s u c c e s s , an d  th e  c a p a c i ty  t o  r e a c t  e m o t io n a l ly  i s ,  a s
  4

H artm ann p o in t s  o u t ,  a  p r e s u p p o s i t io n  o f  v i r t u e .

Hence th e  m ean, i n  so f a r  a s  i t  can  b e  "ch o sen "  i s

a  d e v ic e  w hereby ( n e g a t iv e ly )  th e  a g e n t ,  i n  c h o o s in g  i t ,

1  -  I b i d , p 261 .

2 -  S .  H . 1106b 1 6 .

3 " I b i d , 1106b 2 4 .

4 -  H , H artm ann , 0 p ,  G i t .  V o l. 2 ,  p 4 1 4 .
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a v o id s  and  p r e v e n ts  f a i l u r e ,  and ( p o s i t i v e l y )  w h ich  i n

c h o o s in g  a c h ie v e s  th e  v i r t u e s  t h a t  a r e  m eans to  t h e  u l t i m a t e
1

e n d : w e l l - b e in g .  Thus c o n s id e r e d ,  th e  mean a s  m e so te s  b e ­

tw een  e x tre m e s , e a c h  o f w h ic h  a r e  t e l e o l o g i e a l l y  b ad  " -  i s  

a  s c i e n t i f i c  fo rm u la ,  w h ich  d e s c r i b e s  th e  v i r t u o u s  c h a r a c t e r  

i n  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h ic h  s u r ro u n d  i t  i n  i t s

• s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s te n c e * .  I t  d e s c r ib e s  v i r t u e ,  a s  t h e  D a r­

w in ia n  th e o ry  d e s c r ib e s  th e  fo rm s  o f v e g e ta b le  and a n im a l 

l i f e .  -  -  * I f  v i r t u e  i s  to  be  r e a l i z e d ,  su c h  a n d  su c h  e x ­

trem e®  m ust be  a v o id e d 1: so  D arw in ism  -  ’ I f  t h e  b u t t e r f l y
2

i s  t o  l i v e ,  i t  m ust h av e  s u c h  and s u c h  s p o t s ’ . "

A c c o rd in g  t o  him  we m ust th e n  r e g a r d  the  m ean a s  a n

a t te m p t  a t  a  s c i e n t i f i c  s ta te m e n t  o f th e  m a t e r i a l  c o n te n t  
3

o f  a  v i r t u e ,  how ever w i th  th e  p r o v is o  t h a t  v i r t u e  d o es  n o t

1 -  Jm A* S te w a r t ,  g a t e s 'o n  t h e  S icom achean  E t h i c s ,V o l .  I ,
p 1 9 5 . "When an  i n s e c t  e s c a p e s  c a p tu r e  b y  re s e m b lin g  th e
c o lo r  o f th e  le a v e s  o r  b a rk  on w h ic h  i t  l i v e s ,  i t s  d e ­
v e lo p m en t o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  sh ad e  o f c o lo r  a n d  no o t h e r ,  
h a s  a s  much r i g h t  t o  be  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a n  o b se rv a n c e  o f  
th e  mean a s  th e  te m p e ra n c e  w h ic h  p r o t e c t s  th e  c i t i z e n  
from  e x tre m e s  d i s a s t r o u s  t o  h im s e lf  a n d  o t h e r s . "

2 -  I b i d , p 209 .

3 -  I b i d , p 209 . "R egarded  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  t h e n ,  a s  a  fo rm
c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  a  c e r t a i n  way o u t o f  c e r t a i n  e le m e n ts ,  
Virtue is a mean suggesting Extremes. The Extremes rep­
r e s e n t  th e  p r e v a le n c e  o f  t h a t  m a t t e r  w h ie h  V i r tu e  re d u c e s  
to  form ? and a  s c i e n t i f i c  a c c o u n t o f V i r tu e  m ust d e s c r i b e  
th e  m anner i n  w h ic h  i t  a c c o m p lis h e s  t h i s  a c h ie v e m e n t.
B ut t h e  a c h ie v e m e n t i t s e l f  i s  n o t  t h e  m anner o f  i t s  
a c c o m p lish m e n t. S® f h i d i a s ,  i n  e x e c u t in g  h i s  w ork m u st 
be  a l i v e  to  a l l  th e  v a r i o u s  t r e a c h e r i e s  o f h i s  m a t e r i a l  
and  s u b j e c t j b u t  when t h e  w o rk  i s  f i n i s h e d , i t  s ta n d s  a  ©od**
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a d m it @f s c i e n t i f i c  f o r m u la t io n ,  and  c a n n o t b e  re d u c e d  t o  

f i g u r e s  even  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  m a t e r i a l .  (We c a n n o t sp e a k  o f  

pounds @r f e e t  o r  m easu re  o f  s a y  a n g e r  o r  c o u r a g e ) .

W. D. R oss c h a r a c t e r i z e s  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean 

a s :  M -  i n  e f f e c t  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  th e  a s c e t i c ,  M anichaean  

v iew  w h ich  condemns a l l  n a t u r a l  im p u ls e s ,  and  e q u a l ly  

a g a i n s t  th e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  v iew  w h ic h  e l e v a t e s  th em  a h o v e  c r i t ­

i c i s m  and  a d o p ts  them  a s  t h e  g u id e  f o r  l i f e *  Hone o f  them

i s  good a n d  none h a d  i n  i t s e l f ;  t h e r e  i s  a  r i g h t  am ount o f
  1

e a c h , a  r i g h t  t im e ,  a  r i g h t  m anner* r i g h t  o b j e c t s  f o r  e a c h ,"  

(h u t  he  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean i s  " th e  

c o r r e c t  way o f  e x p re s s in g  t h i s  sa n e  a n d  t r u e  v ie w ."  T hese 

and  o th e r  o b j e c t io n s  m ust h e  c o n s id e r e d  l a t e r ) .  R c s s ’ s p o s i ­

t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th®  

mean i s  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m ean a s  d e a l in g  w i t h

th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s id e  o f  good a c t i o n ,  q u a l i t y  r e s t i n g  on
 2

q u a n t i t y .

F o r  th e  mean a s  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  v i r t u e s

(ev e n  th o u g h  m a t te r s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  c o n d u c t have  no m ere 
  3
f i x i t y  th a n  m a t t e r s  o f  h e a l t h ) ,  t h e r e  re m a in s  t h i s  t o  be

sa id :,,  wT h a t i t  i s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  s u c h  t h in g s  to  b e  d e s t r o y e d
by excess and defect, as we see in the ease of strength

1 -  W. D . R o ss , A r i s t o t l e , p  195 .

2 -  I b i d , p  196 .

3 -  1 .  H* 1104a 5 .
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and o f  h e a l t h !  "both e x c e s s iv e  and d e f e c t i v e  e x e r c i s e  
d e s t r o y  th e  s t r e n g t h ,  and  s i m i l a r l y  d r in k  o r  fo o d  
w h ic h  i s  a b o v e  o r  b e lo w  a. c e r t a i n  am ount d e s t r o y  th e  
h e a l t h ,  w h ile  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  p r o p o r t i o n a l  b o th  p r o ­
d u c es  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  an d  p r e s e r v e s  i t *  So to o  i t  i s  
i n  th e  e a s e  o f  tem p e ra n c e  an d  co u ra g e  a n d  th e  o t h e r  
v i r t u e s .  They a r e  d e s tro y e d : by  e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t  
and  p r e s e r v e d  by th e  m ean ."  1

T h is  i s  th e  f a c t u a l  c h a l le n g e  to  s e e k  t h e  m ean. On 

th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  t a b l e  o f  th e  v i r t u e s  a s  ly in g  

b e tw een  e x tre m e s  th e  c h a l le n g e  can  b e  th u s  g iv e n t

The p h y s i c a l  an d  m e n ta l  a n g u is h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  

" d i s - e a s e "  o c c a s io n e d  by  g l u t t o n y ,  r e s u l t i n g ,  i t  may b e ,  i n  

g o u t o r  o b e s i ty  on th e  one h a n d ; th e  p an g s o f  h u n g e r o r  

t h i r s t ,  o r  th e  w eakness c a u s e d  by m a l n u t r i t i o n  on th e  e t h e r ; 

t h e  co n d em n atio n  by  h im s e lf  and o th e r s  o f  r a s h n e s s  o r  cow­

a r d i c e !  th e  p l i g h t  o f  th e  p r o d i g a l ,  th e  c o n te m p t o c c a s io n e d  

by  s t i n g i n e s s ;  th e  f o l l y  o f  b u f fo o n e ry ,  th e  p a in f u ln e s s  o f 

b o o r i s h n e s s ,  t h e s e  a n d  a l l  su c h  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  

im p e r a t iv e  to  s e e k  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  mean i n  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  

th e  f e e l i n g s  o r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s io n  c a l l s  

f o r t h ,  by  a v o id in g  a  q u a n t i t a t i v e  to o  much o r  to o  l i t t l e ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  im p e ra t iv e  t o  a  p e r p e t u a l  h a b i t u a t i o n  to  the> 

mean*

Aristotle's man is a dynamic being, equipped with a 
s e t  o f  i n s t i n c t s  w h ich  a r e  s e t  o f f  o r  s t im u la te d  to  a c t i o n

1 -  J .  A. S te w a r t ,  Op. C i t .  Y o l. I ,  p  2 0 9 .
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"by v a r io u s  s t i m u l i ,  e i t h e r  f ro m  w ith o u t  o r  f ro m  w i t h i n .

T hese a r e  n e i t h e r  m o ra l ly  good n o r  h a d . E ach  i s  on occaf* 

s io n  u s e f u l .  The e x p r e s s io n  o f an y  one o f  them  m ust he 

c o n t r o l l e d  hy r e a s o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  w hole m an, n o t  

o n ly  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  h i s  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  h u t  o f  h i s  

w e l l - b e in g .  i x i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r in e  im p l ie s  t h a t  any  one 

p a s s io n  can  h e  checked  o r  i n c r e a s e d  t o  t h e  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  

p o in t  o r  d e g re e?  t h a t  a  g r e a t l y  a ro u s e d  i n t e n s i t y  can  he 

s a t i s f i e d  hy  in c r e a s e d  d u r a t i o n ;  t h a t  d e s i r e  c a n  he d i r e c t e d  

th ro u g h  dome e t h e r  i n s t i n c t  w i th o u t  th e  c o n d u c t becom ing 

a n t i - t e l e o l o g i e a l .

I n  so f a r  a s  man i s  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  t h e s e  p a s s io n s ,  

and  i n  so  f a r  a s  t h e s e  a r e  s i n g l y  a ro u s e d ,  and  in  so  f a r  

a s  d e s i r e  can  he  s u b l im a te d  among t h e  im p u ls e s  ( a  s i n g l e  

im p u lse  b e in g  c o n t r o l l e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  t e l o s )  i n  

so  f a r  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  mean i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The mean 

i s  a  s u i t a b l e  q u a n t i t y ,  l in k e d  up  w i t h  a n d  c h o se n  by  a  

q u a l i t y  ( th e  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ) .  A 

d e g re e  i n  q u a n t i t y  a l t e r s  t h e  q u a l i t y .
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b -  The Mean 'b o th  a  Mean and  an  E x tre m e .

M oral V i r tu e  i s i
1(d en u s) A s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c te r *

( D i f f e r e n t i a )  I t  i s  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  to  ch o o se  t h e  mean
 '  2

(m e so te s )  r e l a t i v e  t o  u s .

M ora l v i r t u e  i s  a  q u a l i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r  c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  r i g h t  a c t i o n  o r  f e e l i n g ,  m q u a l i t y  con ­

c e rn e d  w i th  th e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  m ean.

" -  i n  r e s p e e t  o f  i t s  s u b s ta n c e  send th e  d e f i n i t i o n  
w h ich  s t a t e s  i t s  e s s e n c e  v i r t u e  i s  a  m ean, w i th  
r e g a r d  to  w h a t i s  b e s t  and  r i g h t  a n  e x tre m e ."  3

A m ean, a s  th e  c h o ic e  of at v i r tu o u s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  i s  

( q u a n t i t a t i v e l y )  a  m ean, b u t  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  (fro m  th e  v ie w ­

p o in t  o f  th e  good an d  th e  b e s t )  i t  i s  a n  e x tre m e , i . e *  i t  

i s  t h e  b e s t  th e r e  i s *

U n le ss  t h i s  b e  n o te d ,  we a r e  l i a b l e  to  i d e n t i f y  

v i r t u e  i t s e l f  w i th  m e d io c r i ty *  w ith  " b e in g  a v e r a g e ,"  w i th  

% n o t  to o  much, w i th  i t s e l f  b e in g  a  mean i n s t e a d  o f  m. s t a t e  

o f  c h a r a c t e r  w h ic h  c h o o ses  t h e  mean* 10 t h i s  p o in t  l i e o l a d  

H artm ann sp e a k s  t

1 ~ n* » 1106a 10.

2 -  I b i d ,  1107a 6 .

3 -  I b i d , 1107a 5 - 8 ,  a l s o  q u c te d  by  H* H artm ann , Op. C i t . ,
V o l. 2 ,  p 2 5 5 .
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" I t  i s  -  absurd , t h a t  a  f u r t h e r  enhancem ent o f  a  m o ra l 
good sh o u ld  l e a d  h a c k  t o  a  r i c e ,  even  i f  to  a n o th e r  o n e  
th a n  t h a t  above w h ich  i t  r o s e  a s  an o p p o s i t e .  R a th e r  
i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  a  v i r t u e  can  he augm en ted  i n  i t s e l f ,  
w i th o u t  e v e r  l o s i n g  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e  v a lu e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  
i t s  q u a l i t y  i s  a b s o lu te  an d  i s  a n  s o c io lo g ic a l  e x tre m e .
S e l f  c o n t r o l ,  b r a v e r y ,  j u s t i c e ,  ta k e n  a s  v a lu e s ,  (a s  
s t a t e s  o f  c h a r a c te r )  have  no u p p e r  l i m i t  a t  a l l .  I t  i s  
im p o s s ib le  t o  t r a n s c e n d  th e m ."  1

By way o f  comment on E . S* 1107a 5 -8  (q u o te d  ab o v e) H a r t ­

mann a d d s :

"H ere i t  i s  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  v i r t u e  i s  a lw ay s  a t  t h e  
same tim e  b o th  a  mean and an e x tre m e , b u t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
c o n n e c t io n s .  I n  e v e ry  v i r t u e  tw o p o in t s  o f v iew  s ta n d  
®ver a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  one o n t o lo g i c a l  w h ich  r e f e r s  to  
th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  fo rm  o f  th e  c o n d u c t ,  we m ig h t s a y ,  th e  
m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e  v a lu e ,  and  one a x i o l o g i c a l ,  w h ic h  con­
c e rn s  th e  v a lu a t io n & l  q u a l i t y  i t s e l f .  I n  th e  s e n s e  erf 
th e  l a t t e r  v i r t u e  i s  an  ex trem e} i n  th e  s e n s e  o f th e  
fo rm e r  a  m ean . T h is  a f f i r m s  u n e q u iv o c a l ly  t h a t  a s  an  
e t h i c a l  v a lu e  i t  i s  so m e th in g  a b s o l u t e ,  beyond  w h ic h  
th e r e  c a n  b e  no " to o  m uch." I t  i s  a  mean o n ly  a c c o rd in g  
to  e x i s t e n t i a l  r e a l i t y . "  2

He h e re  c o n fu s e s  v i f t u e  w i th  t h e  q u a n t i t y  t h a t  

v i r t u e  c h o o s e s .  The q u a n t i ty  t h a t  v i r t u e  c h o o se s  i s  a  m ean. 

T h is  mean q u a n t i t y  i s  th e  b e s t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t e l o s .  

B u t t h i s  may s t i l l  b e  c h o sen  a n d  t h e  a g e n t  n o t  be v i r t u o u s .

H artm ann re p ro d u c e s  th e  d iag ra m  o f  M. V . K ohou tek  

i n  w h ich  th e  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  and  

th e  v e r t i c a l  l i n e  t h e  a x i o l o g i c a l  d im e n s io n . The e s s e n c e  o f  

the a r e t e  inheres in its double position as a horizontal

1 -  H . H artm ann , Op. C i t .  V ol 2 ,  p 2 5 4 .

2 -  I b i d /  V o l. 2 p 2 5 6 .
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m e so te s  and  a  v e r t i c a l  e x tre m e . The d ia g ra m  i s  h e re w i th
 1

re p ro d u c e d .

d e f e e tmeane x c e ss

Of t h i s  d iag ra m  H artm ann s a y s s  "The e s s e n c e  o f  

» a s  A r i s t o t l e  u n d e rs ta n d s  i t ,  in h e r e s  i n  i t s  d o u b le  

p o s i t i o n  a s  a  (mean) i n  t h e  f i r s t  ( h o r i z o n t a l )  and

a s  a n i W t ’i* (e x tre m e ) i n  th e  l a t t e r  ( th e  v e r t i c a l  l i n e ) "  

and  " I t  i s  t o  he u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  a c c o r d in g  to  A r i s t o t l e
J  /

t h e r e  i s  no p a s s in g  beyond  a.n  r-»t i n  a  f u r t h e r  enhancem en t 

o f  th e  v s l u a t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  o f  r i g h t  co n d u c t*  F o r  th e  e x ­

t e n s io n  o f  th e  c u rv e  c a n n o t r i s e  above i t s  c u lm in a t in g
1

p o i n t ,  b u t  can  o n ly  f a l l . *

H artm ann*s c o n te n t io n  i s  t r u e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  m a te r ­

i a l  c o n te n t  o f  v i r t u e  i s  co n ce rn e d *  As r e g a r d s  th e  m a te r ­

i a l  c o n te n t ,  any  e x te n s io n  o f t h e  c u rv e  (movement t o  th e  

r i g h t  o r  t h e  l e f t )  c an  o n ly  l e a d  i n t o  e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t .

B u t o f  v i r t u e  i t s e l f  ( a s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r )  t h e r e  c a n  be  

d e f i n i t e  enhancem ent* The a g e n t  may have b een  c o n te n t  to  

a v o id  e x c e s s  o n ly  i n  so  f a r  a s  i t  w ould  n o t  d en o m in a te  him  

a s  a  g lu t to n o u s  m an, fro m  an  im p e r f e c t  m o tiv e .  V i r tu e  can  

b e  im proved  upon* As t h e r e  c an  b e  a n  enhancem ent o f

1 " I f r id , V o l. 2 ,  p 2 5 6 .
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s o u r n e s s ,  s w e e tn e s s ,  b la c k n e s s  o r  u g l i n e s s ,  s© t h e r e  e a n  

be  an enhancem ent o f  g r a c io u s n e s s  o r  c o u ra g e  o r  te m p e ra n c e , 

o r  a s  th e  c a se  may h e .  I n  k in d ,  th e  v i r t u e s  a r e  " th e  h e a t  

t h e r e  i s . "  T here  i s  none l e t t e r ,  e x c e p t a n d  u n l e s s  i t  h e  

an  enhancem ent o f  th e  k in d  i t s e l f .  The v i r t u e s  a r e  e x tre m e  

i n  k in d .  The q u a n t i t a t i v e  mean i s  l ik e w is e  an  e x tre m e , i n  

so  f a r  a s  i t  i s  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  th e  l e s t  t h e r e  i s ,  w i th  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  a, g iv e n  e n d , h u t  w i th  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  no p a s s in g  beyond  t h e  a p e x  o f  t h e  p a r a b o la ,  no r i s i n g ;  

above i t s  c u lm in a t in g  p o i n t .

The d iag ra m  th u s  r i g h t l y  d e p ic t s  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

mean a s  th e  ex trem e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  v a lu e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t®  

a n  i n s t r u m e n ta l  t e l o s  i n  a  g iv e n  s i n g l e  s i t u a t i o n .  B u t v i r ­

tu e  a s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  can  n o t  h e  th u s  d e p i c t e d .  I f  

v i r t u e  w ere  o f  s u c h  a b s o lu te  e x a c tn e s s ,  t h e n  no m o r ta l  

w ould  e x i s t  who c o u ld  he  d e n o m in a te d  v i r t u o u s .  B u t h y  com­

mon c o n s e n t  some i n d iv i d u a l s  a r e  d en o m in a ted  a s  b e in g  more 

v i r t u o u s  th a n  o t h e r s ,  a n d ,  w i th  a  f u l l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  m o ra l 

im p e r f e c t io n ,  some in d iv i d u a l s  a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  d e n o m in a te d  

a s  b e in g  v i r t u o u s .

T i r t u e  (on  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s id e )  i s  a  mean h e tw een  

e x tre m e s . B ut t h a t  same q u a n t i t a t i v e  mean i s  th e  m ost 

v a lu a b le  q u a n t i t y ,  t h e  m ost s u i t a b l e  q u a n t i t y ,  f o r  t h e  p u r ­

p o se  i n  hand  and  th e  end s o u g h t .
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B ut v i r t u e  i t s e l f  i s  on o c c a s io n  r e f e r r e t  to  a s  a  

mean be tw een  two v i c e s ,  th u s*

" V ir tu e  -  i s  a  mean b e tw een  two v i c e s ,  t h a t  w h ich  
dep en d s upon  an  e x c e s s  a n d  t h a t  w h ic h  d ep en d s on 
d e f e c t . "  1

H ere " v i r t u e , "  i n  th e  s e n s e  o f  " a  v i r t u e "  i s  i t s e l f  

spoken  o f  a s  a  m ean.

T h is  m a t t e r  w i l l ,  we t h i n k ,  he  c l a r i f i e d  h y  r e f e r r ­

in g  to  th e  d iag ra m  on page  4 6 .  I n  t h i s  d ia g ra m  p o in t  M-H 

i s  th e  mean he tw een  X and Y. B u t t h e  q u a n t i t y  M-H i s  t h e  

m ost v a l u a b l e ,  u s e f u l ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  q u a n t i t y  

f o r  th e  p u rp o se  i n  m ind , t o  a c t u a l i z e  t h e  end s o u g h t .  I t s  

v a lu a tio n ® !, q u a l i t y  i s  h ig h e r  t h a n  any  o t h e r  q u a n t i t y  o r  

d e g re e  i n  th e  e n t i r e  ra n g e  o f  c o n c e iv a b le  q u a n t i t y .  Range 

X to  c  i s  e x c e s s .  Range d to  Y i s  d e f e c t .

B u t v i r t u e  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  c h o o s e s  th e  

mean i n  t h e  v a r io u s  i n s t i n c t s  ®r a c t i v i t i e s .  The p e r s o n  

h a b i t u a l l y  c h o o s in g  e x c e s s  h a s  a  nam e, i s  c a l l e d  b y  a  d e ro g ­

a to r y  te rm . I f  th e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  i s  th e  s e n s e  o f  hum or, 

th e  p e rs o n  h a b i t u a l l y  c h o o s in g  e x c e s s  i s  c a l l e d  a  b u f f o o n .

He who h e re  c h o o ses  d e f e c t  i s  c a l l e d  a n  a u s t e r e  p e r s o n .  B ut 

he  who c h o o se s  th e  mean i s  c a l l e d  r e a d y - w i t te d *  I t  i s  i n  

th e  s e n s e  o f  b e in g  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  m ean 

b e tw ee n  e x e e s s  a n d  d e f e c t ,  t h a t  v i r t u e  i t s e l f  may be  c a l l e d

1 -  E . H . 1107a 3 .
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a  m ean, -  even  a s  th e  v i r t u e s  l i e  "between e x c e s s  an d  d e f e c t  

i n  th e  d iag ra m  a b o v e .

R e f e r r in g  to  t h e  d ia g ra m  a b o v e , i n  any g iv e n  i n ­

s t i n c t  o r  a c t i v i t y ,  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  who h a b i t u a l l y  c h o o se s  X 

o r  a  o r  b  -  o r  -  Y o r  e o r  g  i s  c a l l e d  by  a  name s i g n i f y i n g  

a d d ic t i o n  to  a  v i c e .  Thus*

The C ho ice  o f  E x c e ss

V ice  o f  E x c e ss  D en o m in a tio n  o f  A gen t

C ow ard ice  A cow ard

o f  money P r o d i g a l i t y  S p e n d t h r i f t

B a s h fu ln e s s  A b a s h f u l  p e r s o n

The C h o ice  o f  D e fe c t  

V ice  o f  D e fe c t  D en o m in a tio n  o f  A gent

R a sh n e ss  A r a s h  p e r s o n

o f  money S t i n g i n e s s  A s t i n g y  p e rs o n

S h a m e le ssn e ss  A sh a m e le ss  p e rs o n

A V ir tu e  i n  a  S en se  a  Mean

E x c e ss  The Mean D e fe c t

C ow ard ice  C ourage R a sh n e ss

o f  money P r o d i g a l i t y  L i b e r a l i t y  S t i n g i n e s s

B a s h fu ln e s s  M odesty S h a m e le ssn e ss

The ab o v e  t a b l e s  t o g e th e r  w i t h  th e  d ia g ra m  m a n i f e s t  

c o n c lu s iv e ly  th e  s e n s e  i n  w h ich  a  v i r t u e  can  b e  s a i d  to  be  

i t s e l f  a  m ean , v iz *  a s  t h e  name f o r  v i r t u e  o p e r a t iv e  i n
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c h o o s in g  th e  mean i n  a  g iv e n  f i e l d ,  h a t  n o t  i n  th e  s e n se  o f  

i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  mean w i th  m e d io c r i ty .

e -  The R ig h t R u le  f o r  E m ploy ing  t h e  Mean.

A p e rs o n  b e l i e v i n g  h im s e l f  t o  have  a t t a i n e d  some

d e g re e  o f c l a r i t y  and  f i n a l i t y  i n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  mean i s

a t  t h i s  s t a g e  c o n f ro n te d  w i t h  f a c t s  t h a t  a r e  d i s i l l u s i o n i n g *

F o r  a t  t h i s  s ta g e  c o m p l ic a t io n s  o f  a  s e r io u s  n a tu r e  s e t  in *

F o r ,  a s  i n d ic a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  v i r t u e  i s  a  s t a t e  o f c h a r a c t e r

c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  c h o o s in g  th e  mean r e l a t i v e  t o  u s t

" * t h i s  b e in g  d e te rm in e d  by a  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  and 
by  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  by  w h ich  th e  man o f  p r a c t i c a l  w isdom  
w ould  d e te rm in e  i t * "  1

Bo we have  now, n o t  a  m a th e m a tic a l  m ean, b u t  a  mean

r e l a t i v e  to  u s ,  w hich  may v a ry  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  a g e n ts  i n  th e

same s i t u a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  th e  same a g e n t  i n  d i f f e r e n t

s i t u a t i o n s ,  th e  mean i n  e a c h  c a s e  to  be d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  
2

r u l e  ( lo g o s )  t h a t  i s  fo l lo w e d *  I t  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  say  

t h a t  r e a s o n  c h o o ses  t h e  mean o r  t h a t  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  o f  r e a ­

so n  i s  p e c u l i a r  t o  A r i s t o t l e * s  m e th o d . R eason  i t s e l f ,  f o r

A r i s t o t l e ,  h a s  a  " r u l e ” o r  " r i g h t  r u l e "  w h ich  f u n c t io n s

a lo n g s id e  o f  t h e  m ean, an d  by  w h ic h  r e a s o n  i t s e l f  i s  t o  be
’■ 3
g u id e d . What may t h i s  r i g h t  r u l e  b e ?  H ere th e  d a rk n e s s

1 ” E . 1107a 1 - 5 .

2 -  " lo g o s ,"  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  o f

3 •  1  1107a 1 -5 .
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d e e p e n s . A r i s t o t l e  h a s  a s  t h e  c a r d i n a l  t e n e t  o f  h i s  sy s te m  

t h a t  r e a s o n  i s  th e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  i n  man and  h en ce  

i s  man, s d i f f e r e n t i a *  B ut e a c h  m ethod a n d  sy s te m  o f  e t h i c s  

t a c i t l y  l a y s  c la im  to  "being r e a s o n a b le  a n d  to  "being t h e  p r o ­

d u c t  o f  r e a s o n .  E aeh  c o n s id e r s  i t s  m ethod o f a s c e r t a i n i n g  

th e  summum "bonum, a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  m ethod o f  a c t u a l i z i n g  i t ,  

a s  b e in g  “a c c o rd in g  to  r e a s o n * ” Thus we may s a y  “’I t  i s  

r e a s o n a b le  t h a t  p a in  b e  a v o id e d  a n d  p le a s u r e  c h o s e n ,” o r  

“ t h a t  we f o l lo w  w hat i s  n a t u r a l ” o r  " t h a t  we f o l lo w  th e  d i c ­

t a t e s  o f  o u r  m o ra l s e n se  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p e r s o n a l  g a in  o r  

l o s s "  o r  “ t h a t  we u n i v e r s a l i z e  o u r s e lv e s "  o r  t h a t  we engage 

i n  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  co n d u c t*  E a c h  i s  r e a s o n a b le ,  e a c h  i s  

a s c e r t a i n e d  b y  r e a s o n ,  e a c h  r e q u i r e  r e a s o n  f o r  i t s  a c t u a l i z ­

a t io n *

A c c o rd in g ly  i t  i s  n o t  i n  r e g a r d  to  te m p e ra n c e , a s
1

R oss t h i n k s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  r e g a r d  to  th e  l o g o s ,  th e  r i g h t  

r u l e ,  t h a t  i s  t o  f u n c t io n  a lo n g  w i th  t h e  m ean , t h a t  th e  mean 

comes c l o s e s t  to  m aking  i t s  e x i t  i n t o  t h e  re a lm  o f  th e  i n s i g ­

n i f i c a n t .  l o r  o b v io u s ly ,  th e  mean c h o sen  o r  so u g h t d epends 

upon  th e  r u l e  em ployed a n d  i f  t h e r e  b e  d is a g re e m e n t  a s  to  

th e  r i g h t  r u l e ,  o r  a s  to  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w ise-m an  exem­

p l i f y i n g  th e  r i g h t  r u l e  (and  i n d iv i d u a l s  a r e  to o  f r e q u e n t l y  

th u s , h o n o red  o n ly  a f t e r  th e y  a r e  dead) t h e r e  i s  n o t  even  a

1 -  W. D. R o ss , Op. C i t .  p 2 0 7 .
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rem o te  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a  g e n e r a l  ag re em e n t a s  to  t h e  c o n te n t  

®f t h e  v i r t u e s ,  n o t  ev en  f o r  s i m i l a r  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  s i m i l a r  

c irc u m s ta n c e s ;. I t  depends upon  t h e i r  h a v in g  th e  same " r u l # ,  

even  g r a n t in g  t h a t  th e y  a r e  v i r t u o u s  in d iv id u a ls *

The norm o f  hedon ism  i s  r e g a r d e d  h y  some aas t h e  

r i g h t  r u l e  i n  e t h i e a l  c a l c u l a t i o n  i n  w h ic h  c a s e  we c o u ld  

s a y ;  Mly in g  i n  a  mean as h e tw een  t h e  two o u te r  l i m i t s  o f  

p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  a  p o in t  w h ic h , upon t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

h e d o n i s t i c  c a l c u l u s ,  w i l l  he fo u n d  t o  y i e l d  th e  maximum o f  

p l e a s u r e .  Any movement to  th e  r i g h t  o r  t o  th e  l e f t  w i l l  

im m e d ia te ly  e n t e r  th e  re a lm  o f e x c e s s  o r  d e f e e t ,  w i l l  dim ­

i n i s h  th e  p le a s u r e  and  e n t e r  th e  r e a lm  o f  p a i n . "  The h ed o n ­

i s t i c  c a le u lu s  w ould  th e n  he th e  te c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  

th e  m ean. The t e n e t s  o f  hedon ism  w ou ld  h e  th e  r u l e  f o r  

g u id in g  r e a s o n .  The mean c o u ld  e q u a l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  he 

spoken  o f  a s  t h e  mean o f  hedonism *

Hence i t  w ould a p p e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  m ean w h ic h  

i s  a lo n e  o f  im p o r ta n c e , even  g r a n t in g  th e  t e l o s ,  h u t  t h e  

mean p lu s  th e  r i g h t  r u l e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  to  

em ploy i t .  The t e l o s  o f  a  s i n g l e  a c t  m ust f i r s t  h e  v i s u a l ­

iz e d  and  a  s t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  m ust have  b een  fo rm e d . I t  i s  

o n ly  a f t e r  th e  o u g h t t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  t e l o s  h a s  b e e n

a s c e r t a i n e d  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  t h a t  t h e  m ean heeom es 

s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t  i s  th e  r i g h t  r u l e  t h a t  d e te rm in e s  t h e  o u g h t ,
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w h ic h  s e t s  t h e  g o a l .  Then h y  a i d  o f  t h e  mean we se e k  to  

a c t u a l i z e  t h a t  g o a l ,  t h a t  o u g h t .  The m is e r ,  t h e  a s c e t i c ,  

th e  f a n a t i c ,  th e  a n a r c h i s t ,  th e  a l t r u i s t ,  e a c h  f o l lo w s  and 

em ploys a  r u l e  i n  u s in g  h i s  r e a s o n ,  h u t  o b v io u s ly  fro m  th e  

v iew  p o i n t  o f  A r i s t o t l e * s  sy s te m  n e t  t h e  r i g h t  o n e . Thus 

th e  good v i s u a l i z e d ,  th e  end  s o u g h t ,  th e  " o u g h t- to -b e *  

w h ic h  t h e  a g e n t r e s o lv e s  s h a l l - b e , a r e  e a c h  r u l e s  a c c o r d in g  

to  w h ich  r e a s o n  i s  t o  o p e r a t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  heim g th e m se lv e s  

d i c t a t e s  o f  r e a s o n .

M a tte r s  a r e  f u r t h e r  c o m p lic a te d  h y  t h e  v a r i a b l e n e s s  

o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m a th e m a tic s ,  i f  th e  

p ro c e d u re  to  h e  fo l lo w e d  i s  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o r  a d d i t i o n  o r  

s u b t r a c t i o n ,  e a c h  h a s  a  r u l e  to  b e  fo l lo w e d  w h ic h  may be 

s a i d  t o  be  fo llo w e d  w i th o u t  v a r i a b i l i t y .  I t  i s  n o t  b a s i c ­

a l l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  a d d in g  o r  m u l t ip ly in g  " a s  a  w is e  man w ould  

do i t " f o r ,  g iv e n  th e  f i g u r e s ,  t h e  p ro c e d u re  i s  i r o n c l a d  hy  

th e  v e ry  n a tu r e  o f  m a th em a tic s*  Mo r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w ise  man 

i s  r e q u i r e d .  T here  i s  a  d e f i n i t e  c o r r e c t n e s s  and  i n c o r r e c t ­

n e s s  (g iv e n  th e  f i g u r e s  a s  v a l i d  p r e m is e s ) .  The num bers a r e  

e x a c t ,  h en ce  e x a c t  r e s u l t s  c a n  b e  o b t a in e d .  The s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r  o f  e t h i c s  b e in g  v a r i a b l e ,  and  th e  t e l o s  o f  t h e  v a r i ­

ous e t h i c a l  m ethods b e in g  d i f f e r e n t ,  and  t h e r e  b e in g  p o s s i b l e  

even  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  a s  r e g a r d s  w hat a c t u a l l y  i s  an  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  o u gh t t h a t  i s  v i s u a l i z e d ,  th e  a g e n t  i s
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f u r t h e r  c o n fu s e #  "by q u e s t io n in g s  r e g a r d in g  th e  r ig f c t  r u l e  

a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ic h  t e l e s  f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t ,  i . e .  t h e  m ean, 

i s  to  h e  a s c e r t a i n e d .

Hence we m ust s t a t e  a s  o u r  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  one  a s ­

p e c t  and  t h e  m as t im p o r ta n t  one o f  t h e  r i g h t  r u l e  i n  th e  

m ethod o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  i s  A r i s t o t l e ’ s c o n c e p t  o f  th e  human 

t e l o s  i t s e l f ,  v i z :  w e l l - h e in g ,  a  l i f e  g u id e d  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  

hy  r e a s o n .  The mean i s  to  h e  s o u g h t ,  n o t  w i th  n a tu r a l i s m  

®r hedon ism  o r  some o th e r  norm  a s  t h e  d e te rm in in g  r u l e ,  h u t  

w e l l - h e in g ,  w h ic h  m ethod i t s e l f  i s  hum anism . T h is  in v o lv e s  

a  e e r t a i n  c i r c u l a r i t y  i n  r e a s o n in g  w h ic h , d e p e n d in g  upon 

th e  m anner o f  s t a t i n g  sam e, i s  i n e v i t a b l e .  I t  may h e  s t a t e d  

t h u s : -  S e a so n  a s c e r t a i n s  t h a t  th e  t e l o s  o f  man c o n s i s t s  i n  

l i v i n g  a  l i f e  a c c o rd in g  to  r e a s o n .  What i s  a c c o rd in g  t o  

r e a s o n ?  T h a t w h ich  m in i s t e r s  t o  w e l l - h e in g .  What i s  w e l l -  

h e in g ?  A l i f e  a c c o rd in g  t o  r e a s o n .  T h ere  m ust th e n  h e  a  

seco n d  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  r u l e  h a v in g  t o  do w i t h  a s c e r t a i n ­

in g  th e  mean w i t h i n  th e  l a t i t u d e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  and v a r i a ­

b i l i t y  w h ich  e x i s t s  i n  o p in io n ,  even  a f t e r  t h e  t e l o s  i s  

d e f i n i t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  a c c e p te d  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  w e l l -  

h e in g .  What may t h i s  se co n d  a s p e c t  h e ?  I n  A r i s t o t l e ’ s 

te rm in o lo g y , v i r t u e  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  

th e  c h o ic e  o f t h e  m ean, h u t  c h o o s in g  i t  "by  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  

hy  w h ich  t h e  man o f  p r a c t i c a l  w isdom  w ould  d e te rm in e : i t . w 

To re d u c e  th e  m anner o f  d o in g  to  a  p r i n c i p l e  w i l l  i n  th e
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n a tu r e  o f  th e  c a s e  r e s u l t  i n  a. v e ry  vague  p r i n c i p l e ,  whose 

u t i l i t y  w i l l  h e  w e l l - n ig h  n i l .  To s t a t e  t h a t  th e  m ean i s  t o  

he  c h o se n  a f t e r  th e  m anner t h a t  a  man who i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  

w ise  and who h a s  a c h ie v e d  w e l l - h e in g  c h o o se s  i t ,  and  h as  

c h o sen  i t  i n  a c h ie v in g  w e l l - h e in g ,  w i l l  make t h e  m a t t e r  w ore 

s i g n i f i c a n t .  The r e q u ir e m e n t  th e n  i s  a  p r a c t i c a l l y  w ise  man 

s e r v in g  a s  a  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d ,  whose te c h n iq u e  i s  c a u g h t  a n d  

can  o n ly  p a r t l y  he t a u g h t .  The e lu s iv e n e s s  o f  t h e  " r u le *  i s  

su c h  t h a t  i t  h a s  n e t  h e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  re d u c e d  t o  w ords h y  

any  o f  th e  c o m m en ta to rs , and  th e  w r i t e r  d o u b ts  i f  i t  c an  h e .  

The have  o n ly  h e e n  a h le  t o  f o rm u la te  t h e  r u le  i n  a  m anner a s  

vague  a s  A r i s t o t l e f s s ta te m e n t  o f t h e  r i g h t  r u l e  i t s e l f .

l o s s  t r a n s l a t e s  “ logos*1 “r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e ” i n  th e  

t e x t  o f  th e  K ie im ach ean  E t h i c s .
1

G r i f f i n  t r a n s l a t e s  i t  “ r e a s o n .”

S te w a r t  t r a n s l a t e s  i t ,  som etim es a s  “ r e a s o n ,"
2

som etim es a s  “ r a t i o "  o r  “p r o p o r t i o n ."  "The m e so te s  i s

1 -  A . K* G r i f f i n ,  0 u . C i t .  pp 1 3 5 , 1 3 6 . “A v i r t u e ,  t h e n ,
i s  a  h a h i t  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  g o v e rn e d  h y  eJjLoice, l y in g  i n
a  m ean, i . e .  th e  mean r e l a t i v e  t o  u s ,  t h i s  h e in g  d e ­
f in e d  h y  r e a s o n ,  an d  h y  t h a t  r e a s o n  hy  w hich  t h e  man 
o f  p r a c t i c a l  w isdom  w ould d e f in e  i t . "

2 -  J .  A. S te w a r t ,  ©p. C i t .  T o l .  1 , p  2 0 0 . “ th e  o b j e c t  o f
re a s o n  i s  r a t i o  o r  sy s te m , and  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  reasson  
and  i t s  o b je c t  a r e  i d e n t i c a l ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  a  f a r  r e a c h ­
in g  t e n e t  o f A r i s t o t l e ,  upon  w h ic h  he o f t e n  i n s i s t s . "
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f r a t i o n a l l y  d e te rm in ed *  o r  'd e te rm in e d  a c c o rd in g : to  t h e

p r o p e r  r a t i©  o r  p r o p o r t io n .*  T h is  r a t i o  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,

t h a t  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  w h ich  m ee ts  m ost s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e

c o n d i t io n s  o f  human l i f e .  The man who r e a l i z e s  t h i s  r a t i o

m ost p e r f e c t l y ,  and  i s  m ost c l e a r l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  i t ,  i s
1.

te rm ed  th e  p r a c t i c a l l y  w ise  m an."

B ut how i s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  to  know when t h i s  r a t i®  

i s  b e in g  r e a l i z e d ?  H ere we a r e  c o n f r o n te d  w i t h  t h e  s tu b -  

h o rn  f a c t  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e ' s  e t h i c s ,  w h ich  b o a s t s  r e a s o n  a s  

th e  crow n and h e ig h t  o f  m an, and  t h e  mean a s  th e  q u a n t i t a ­

t i v e  " u n iv e r s a l*  o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t ,  (c o n d u c t su c h  

a s  r e a s o n  c h o o s e s ) , m ust have  a  " p r a c t i c a l l y  w ise  man" a s  a  

^ r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  s t a n d a r d ,  w h ich  th e  b u lk  o f  m ankind can

e a s i l y  s e e ,  and w i l l ,  fro m  a  n a t u r a l  te n d e n c y  t o  i m i t a t e
2

s o c i a l  t y p e s ,  p ro b a b ly  con fo rm  t o . "  A r i s t o t l e ' s  p o s i t i o n  

b e in g  t h a t  we become good  o r  b a d  b y  h a b i t u a t i o n ,  th e  t y r o  

w i l l  n eed  to  i m i t a t e  th e  p r a c t i c a l l y  w ise  man i n  c h o o s in g  

th e  m ean , u n t i l  su c h  a  t im e  a s  th e  t y r o  h im s e l f  h a s  a c ­

q u ire d ’ th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  th e  w is e  m a n 's  c o n d u c t ,  h a s  somehow 

g o t t e n  th e  f e e l  o f  i t ,  em p lo y in g  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  lo g o s  t h a t

1 “ I b i d .  V o l. 1 , p  200 b 3 6 .

2 -  I b i d ,  V o l. 1 , p 2 0 4 .
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t h e  p ru d e n t  man em p lo y s, a c h ie v in g  th e  r a t i o n a l  l i f e  a f t e r  

th e  m anner o f  th e  w ise  m an. A nalogy  w i l l  h e re  h e  i l l u s t r a ­

t iv e *

I n  m u sie  t h e  s c o re  i s  e x a c t  and  by  a id  o f  a  m e tro ­

nome th e  e x a c t  p r e s c r ib e d  tempo can  be m a in ta in e d  th ro u g h ­

o u t th e  r e n d i t i o n  o f  th e  c o m p o s i t io n .  And y e t  we sp e a k  o f  

a  c o m p o s it io n  a s  b e in g  “p la y e d  a s  a n  a r t i s t  w ould p la y  i t "  

and  we em ploy a r t i s t s  ( r e l a t i v e l y  sp e a k in g )  to  t e a c h  th e  

b e g in n e r  so  t h a t  he m y  l e a r n  t o  p la y  a  c o m p o s it io n  “a s  an  

a r t i s t  w ould  p la y  i t . “
1

S te w a r t  d e s c r ib e s ,  th e  r u l e  w h ic h  th e  v i r t u o u s  man

o b s e rv e s  i n  a l l  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  a s  “ c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w i th  h i s

s o c i a l  e n v iro n m e n t,*  “a d a p ta t i o n  to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t a s  one

w h o le ,*  and  g iv e s  a s  th e  p r a c t i c a l  im p e ra t iv e *  “So a c t  i n

any  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  t h a t  you  h e ig h te n  y o u r  pow er o f a c t -
2

in g  w e l l  i n  any c a s e . ”

Mure s t a t e s  h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f th e  r u l e  i n  t h e  f o l ­

lo w in g  im p e ra t iv e s  “So a n t  t h a t  y o u , a  man o f  a  c e r t a i np

n a t u r e ,  f a c e d  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  m y

1 ** I b i d ,  p 205 . “The m o ra l n a tu r e  o f s u c h  a  man i s  l i k e  a
h ig h ly  o rg a n iz e d  a n im a l ,  w h ich  a c t s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a
p a r t i c u l a r  s t im u lu s  i n  a  m anner w h ie h  p ro m o tes  th e  
good o f  th e  w h o le  o rg an ism  a s  e x p o sed  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  said
f u t u r e  to  a  w hole sy s te m  o f  s t i m u l i ,*

2 •  I b i d , V o l. 1 p 2 0 5 .
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r e l a t e  y o u r  re s p o n s e  to  y o u r  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  same r a t i o  a s  

t h a t  i n  w h ich  th e  i d e a l l y  w ise  a g e n t  w ou ld  r e l a t e  h i s  r e ­

sp o n se  to  h i s  f e e l i n g  i n  a n a lo g o u s  h u t  i d e a l  e ire u m - 
1

s t a n c e s . "

I n  any  c a se *  t h e  man deemed a s  b e in g  p r a c t i c a l l y  

w ise  by  a  g iv e n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  norm  f o r  em ploy­

in g  th e  norm , s e r v e s  a s  th e  s ta n d a r d  f o r  e m p lo y in g  th e  

s t a n d a r d ,  on th e  p a r t  o f  a  g iv e n  i n d i v i d u a l .  Thus am 

a s c e t i c  w ould  em ploy a  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s ta n d a r d "  o f  one 

k in d ,  a  b u s in e s s  man a n o th e r ,  a n o th e r  p e rs o n  w ould  a p p ly

s t i l l  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d a r d .  An a s c e t i c  s u b ju g a te s  h i s  i n -
2

s t i n c t s  to  a  r u l e  " th o u g h  p e rh a p s  n o t  to  th e  r i g h t  r u l e . "

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  th e

m o ra l and  th e  i n t e l l e e t u a l  v i r t u e s  becom e a p p a r e n t .  G ran t

i d e n t i f i e s  th e  r i g h t  r u l e  w i th  r e a s o n  i t s e l f .  R eason  " i s

th e  s ta n d a r d  and  t h e r e f o r e  d o e s  n o t  have to  b e  r e g u l a t e d

by  th e  s t a n d a r d .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s  a r e  n o t  m eso te s
3

b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  ’ l o g o i . ’ "

R oss s h a r e s  i n  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  " r i g h t  

r u l e "  w i th  r e a s o n  i t s e l f ,  s in c e  i t  ( r e a s o n )  c h o o se s  th e

1 -  ff.R .G .M ure, A r i s t o t l e ,  p 141 .

2 -  W. D. R o ss , Op. C i t .  p 207 .

3 -  S i r  A le x a n d e r  G ra n t,  Op. C i t .  V o l. 1 ,  p 2 5 8 .
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1
mean in  a c t i o n s  and  im p u lse s*  B ut i n  so d o in g  he  ev ad es  

th e  i s s u e  and g lo s s e s  o v e r  th e  m a t t e r  by  m erg in g  th e  d o c ­

t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean w i th  th e  r i g h t  r u l e  a c c o rd in g  to  w hich  

th e  mean i s  to  h e  c h o se n , o r  t h e  know ledge t h a t  th e  t e l o s  

f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t c o n s i s t s  o f  m ean s, i s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  

th e  r i g h t  r u le .®  He th u s  g iv e s  t h e  r i g h t  r u l e  a s  wchoose  

th e  m ean , i t  i s  c o n t r i b u t a r y  to  w e l l-b e in g *  T h is  do an d  

th o u  s h a l t  h e  m o ra l ly  v i r t u o u s " !

A c c o rd in g ly  i t  i s  n o t  i n  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  th e  

s i n g l e  v i r t u e s  su c h  a s  te m p e ra n c e , h u t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  

r u l e  f o r  em p lo y in g  t h e  mean t h a t  A r i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r in e  

comes c l o s e s t  to  a  h re a k -d o w n .

We c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  

r u l e  i s  th e  t e l o s  i t s e l f ,  w h ic h , i n  t h e  c a se  o f A r i s t o t l e ,  

i s  w e l l - b e in g .  S t a te d  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  im p e r a t iv e ,  i t  re a d s*  

Choose t h e  mean t h a t  w i l l  a c t u a l i z e  human w e l l - b e in g  b a s e d  

on man*® n a t u r e .  To t h a t  d ic tu m  in e x p e r ie n c e  p u t s  th e  q u e s -  

io n s  and  how s h a l l  I  do t h a t ?  The A r i s t o t e l i a n  r e p l y  is *

1 — W. S ,  B o ss , Op.  C i t . p  2 2 0 .

2 -  I b i d ,  p 2 2 1 . "The r i g h t  r u l e  i s  a  r u l e  r e a c h e d  by  th e
d e l i b e r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l l y  w ise  m an, and 
t e l l i n g  him  t h a t  th e  end o f  human l i f e  i s  t o  b e  b e s t  a t ­
t a in e d  by  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  w h ic h  a r e  i n te r m e d ia t e  b e tw een  
e x tre m e s . O bed ience  t o  su c h  a  r u l e  i s  m o ra l v i r t u e . "
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o b se rv e  a  p r a c t i c a l l y  w ise  man who h a s  a c h ie v e d  a n d  who i s  

a c h ie v in g  w e l l-b e in g *  A ct a s  he  w ou ld  a c t ,  u n t i l  h i s  t e c h ­

n iq u e  i s  a c q u i r e d  "by you*

B ut i f ,  and  t o  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  o p in io n  a s  t o  who an d  w h a t c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  p r a c t i c a l l y  

w ise  m an, t h e r e  i s  room f o r  w id e s p re a d  c o n tr o v e r s y  and d i s ­

a g re e m e n t. The s ta te m e n t  • •S o c ra te s  i s  w i s e ,"  "based upon 

c u r r e n t  know ledge o f  th e  l i f e  o f  S o c r a t e s ,  may "be ©pen t o  

s e r io u s  d i v e r s i t y  o f  © p in ion  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  t r u t h *  The r u l e  

t h a t  he  fo l lo w e d  w as c e r t a i n l y  n o t  one f o r  th e  r a n k  an d  f i l e  

to  f o l lo w ,  n o r  a  m a t t e r  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  a d ju s tm e n t  to  e n v iro n ­

m en t, n o r  a  m a t t e r  o f a c t i n g  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e a s e  so  a s  to  

h e ig h te n  h i s  in f lu e n c e  o r h i s  pow er o f  a c t i n g  i n f l u e n t i a l l y  

i n  any  e a s e ,  n o r  a n  o b se rv a n c e  o f  a  m ean. H is l i f e * s  e f f a r t  

was a  s e a r c h ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  c o n se q u e n c e s  t o  h i m s e l f ,  o f  th e  

u n i v e r s a l s  o f c o n d u c t t h a t  i s  good f o r  man qua. m an. S o c r a te s  

i n  company w i th  M ie tz sc h e  and  S c h o p e n h a u e r, go es to  an  ex ­

trem e  th ro u g h  w h ic h  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  f o r e v e r  e n r i c h e d ,  and  o f  

t h i s  ex trem e  g o in g  ( i n  so  f a r  a s  S o c r a te s  was t h e  i n t e l l e c t ­

u a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  g r a n d f a th e r  o f  A r i s t o t l e ) , t h e  d o c t r i n e  

o f  t h e  mean i s  an  e v e n tu a l  f r u i t a g e *  H ere a g a in  we have 

e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  t e l o s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w h ic h  a  man a c t s  

may be  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  t e l o s  o f  man q u a  

m an, and  t h a t  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean i s  s e c o n d a ry  to  th e
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t e l o s  i t s e l f .  F u r th e r  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  

mean i s  n o t  p r im a ry  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  s® c a l l e d  i n t u i t i o n a l  

e t h i c s  f a r e s  w e l l  w i th o u t  i t  (e v e n  th o u g h  i t s  v i r t u e s  a p o s -  

t e r i o r i  can  h e  a c c o u n te d  f o r  h y  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f t h e  m ean, 

h u t  hedon ism  can  a l s o  a c c o u n t ,  i n  te rm s  o f  i t s  s e l f ,  even  

f o r  th e  m a r ty r  b u rn e d  a t  t h e  s ta k e ? ) . And i n  l i k e  m anner 

h e d o n ism , n a tu r a l i s m ,  s e l f - u n i v e r s a l i z a t i o n ,  ev en  t h e  g o ld ­

en  r a l e ,  c o u ld  e a e h  em ploy th e  mean t o  g iv e  c o n te n t  to  th e  

v i r t u e s  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  Hism M i t s e l f .  B u t th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  c a te g o r y  o f  q u a n t i t y  can h e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a p ­

p l i e d  to  m an’ s p a s s io n s  and t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s id e  ®f s im p le  

v i r t u e s  th u s  a c c o u n te d  f o r ,  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e s c r ib in g  

m o ra l v i r t u e  a s  a  s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  c h o o se s  th e  m ean, 

r e m a in s .  The te c h n iq u e  t h a t  th e  p r a c t i c a l l y  w ise  man em­

p lo y s  m ust n e x t  be exam ined*

d -  T ech n iq u e  f o r  A s c e r ta in in g  th e  Mean.

H aving i n  m ind a n  e x p e r t ,  a n  i n d iv i d u a l  who s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y  and  e x p e r t l y  a c h ie v e s  w e l l - b e in g ,  we m ust now o b se rv e  

th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  in v o lv e d  i n  h i s  

te c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  mean i n  a  g iv e n  s i t u a t i o n  o r  

c ir c u m s ta n c e .

The v e ry  u n d e r ta k in g  o f a  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  mean i n  a  

c o n te m p la te d  o r  p r e s e n t  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  b a se d  upon  t h e  p r e ­

s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  a c t  i s  one t h a t  t h e  a g e n t  w i l l  d o ,
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t h a t  i t  th e n  h as  a  m ean , w h ic h  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  n e i t h e r  ex ­

c e s s  n o r  d e f e c t ,  w h ich  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  i s  s u c h  t h a t  i t  co n ­

t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  end s o u g h t ,  and w h ic h  l i e s  som ew here w i th in  

th e  ra n g e  o f  p o s s ib l e  a c t i o n .  The mean t h a t  he s e e k s  i s  

th e  b e s t  q u a n t i t y  o r  d e g re e  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o r  f o r  th e  end 

so u g h t*  T h a t q u a n t i t y  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  a c t u a l i z e  th e  t e l o s  

s o u g h t ,  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  e x e e s s  o r  d e f e c t  and i s  n e t  th e  

m ean.

I n  so f a r  a s  th e  m ean, a s  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  u n i v e r ­

s a l  i n  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  a c t i v i t y  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  d e f i n i t e  

so m e th in g , e n a b l in g  a  p e rs o n  to  know w hat t o  lo o k  f o r ,  w hat 

to  a v o id ,  w hat t o  s e e k  t o  a c h i e v e ,  th e  m a t t e r  o f  a s c e r t a i n ­

in g  th e  mean i n  a  g iv e n  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c r u c i a l*  f o r  i f  t h e  

mean i s  so m e th in g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  r e a l  to  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  ex ­

p r e s s io n  o f  a  g iv e n  im p u ls e ,  o r  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  an  end  i n  

v ie w , i t  i s  v i t a l .  I f  t h e  mean c a n  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  i n  a  

g iv e n  s i t u a t i o n ,  and  i f  i t  i s  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  u n i v e r s a l  

o f  t e l o s  f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t ,  i t  i s  a  v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

i n  th e  s o l u t io n  o f  t h e  e t h i c a l  p ro b le m , t e l l i n g  u s  w h a t to  

lo o k  f o r ,  w hat t o  a v o id ,  w h a t t o  c o n s id e r*  Can th e n  th e  

q u a n t i t y  w h ich  m ee ts  th e  r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  t h e  end  s o u g h t be  

fo u n d ?  A r i s t o t l e  a n sw e rs  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  and  i n d i c a t e s  

a  p ro c e d u re  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  m ean.

To ta k e  an  in s t a n c e  t h a t  d o es  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  d e c i s io n  

o f  t h e  m oment, b u t  one w h ic h  a d m its  o f b e in g  m u lle d  o v e r ,
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th e  r a t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  mean i s  a s  f o l ­

lo w s:

The f i r s t  s t e p  n e c e s s a r y  i s  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  q u an ­

t i t a t i v e  ra n g e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  i n  so  f a r  a s  t h a t  i s  p o s s i ­

b l e .  A r i s t o t l e  now here sa y s  so  i n  s o  many w ords b u t  i t  i s
1

e v id e n t  a s  th e  f i r s t  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p .  What a r e  th e  p o s s i ­

b i l i t i e s  i n  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  t h e  im p u lse  o r  o f  t h i s  a c t i v ­

i t y ?  What a r e  th e  o u t e r  l i m i t s  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t y  f o r  t h e  

a g e n t?  H aving d e te rm in e d  th e  ra n g e  o f p o s s ib l e  c o n d u c t , 

(e x tre m e s  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ) , th e  q u e s t io n  becom es* What i s  

th e  s u i t a b l e  q u a n t i t y  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  o r  f o r  t h i s  end  

s o u g h t?  P r e d i c t a b l e  c o n se q u e n c e s  a s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  p a s t  ex ­

p e r ie n c e  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  a g e n t  ( o r  a s  o b se rv e d  i n  th e  

c a s e  o f  o t h e r s ) , and  a s  d e te rm in e d  by  r e a s o n ,  d e te rm in e  

th e  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  i n  th e  q u e s t ,  i . e .  w hat we c o n s id e r  th e  

mean to  b e .  C onsequences a s  m et w i th  i n  e x p e r ie n c e  when i t  

i s  u n d e r ta k e n ,  and  when t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  a c t u a l l y  u n d e r  way, 

may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  i s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  e x c e s s  o r  

d e f e c t ,  a  w a rn in g  t h a t  th e  mean h a s  b e e n  m is s e d , r e q u i r i n g  

u s  t h e r e f o r e  t o  d e p a r t  fro m  th e  ex trem e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  a c t

^ “ i h i d , p 196 . R oss s a y s  o f  t h i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  th e  way 
we o r d i n a r i l y  r e a c h  o u r  d e c i s i o n .  T h is  i s  v e ry  t r u e ,  
n e i t h e r  do we o r d i n a r i l y  e a s t  o u r  th o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  m old 
o f  s y l l o g i s t i c  re a so n in g .W h e n  we eh eek  o u r  c o n c lu s io n ,  
h o w ev er, we do so  a f t e r  t h e  m anner o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  
l o g i c a l  v a l i d i t y .
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p a r t i c i p a t e s .  D e s t r u c t i v e n e s s ,  'b e ing  i n im i c a l  to  t e l e o -

l o g i e a l  c o n d u c t^  i s  t h e  m ark o f  b o t h  e x c e s s  and  d e f e e t .

A f a c t o r  to  be c o n s id e r e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  c h o ic e  ©f (w hat i s

b e l i e v e d  t o  be) th e  m ean, i s  t h a t*

" -  he  who a im s a t  th e  i n t e r m e d ia t e  m u st f i r s t  d e p a r t  
fro m  w hat i s  more c o n t r a r y  to  i t  -  -  f o r  o f t h e  e x tre m e s  
one i s  more e rro n e o u s*  one l e s s  s o ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  s in c e  to  
h i t  th e  mean i s  h ead  i n  th e  e x tre m e , we m ust a s  a  seco n d  
b e s t ,  a s  p e o p le  s a y ,  ta k e  t h e  l e a s t  o f  t h e  e v i l s  -  * 1

The more d a n g e ro u s  e x tre m e  i s  i n i t i a l l y  to  b e  a v o id e d .  I n

th e  c a se  o f  c o u ra g e  i t  i s

" n o t  r a s h n e s s ,  w h ich  i s  a n  e x c e s s  b u t  co w ard ice  w h ich  i s  
a  d e f i c ie n c y  w h ich  i s  more opposed  to  c o u ra g e ,  a n d  n o t  
i n s e n s i b i l i t y ,  w h ic h  i s  a  d e f i c i e n c y ,  b u t  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e ,  
w h ich  i s  a n  e x c e s s ,  t h a t  i s  m ore opposed  t o  te m p e ra n c e . * 2

A f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  b e n t  o r  i n ­

c l i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  e x tre m e s  to  w h ic h  he  h im s e lf

n a t u r a l l y  t e n d s ,  th e  a g e n t 's  p a r t i c u l a r  w eakness  o r  b e s e t t i n g  
3

s i n .  From su c h  we m ust d ra g  o u r s e lv e s  away " a s  p e o p le  do i n
4

s t r a i g h t e n i n g  s t i c k s  t h a t  a r e  b e n t . "  " I n  o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  

th e  j u s t  mean i n  t h e  way o f  sp e n d in g  o f  money t h i s  r u l e  w ould 

p ro b a b ly  d i r e c t  a  Scotchm an t o  a im  a t  p r o d i g a l i t y ,  b u t  a n

1 ” E . 1109a 3 0 -3 5 .

2 -  I b i d , 1109a 2 -5 .

3 -  J*  A . S te w a r t ,  Op. C i t .  T o l .  1 p 2 2 0 . " F in d  o u t th e  t h i n g s
you have a  w eakness f o r  a n d  a v o id  them  a s  much a s  you can ."

4 -  38. I .  1109b 7.
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a
I r is h m a n  to  p r a c t i c e  w hat h e  w o ild  c o n s id e r  s o r d id n e s s ."

B u t above a l l  th e  s e e k e r  o f th e  mean m ust g u a rd  

a g a i n s t  th e  " p le a s a n t  o r  p l e a s u r e , " b e c a u se  o f  i t s  s e d u c ­

t i v e  n a t u r e ,  th e  s a f e  c o u rs e  b e in g  to  r e g a r d  i t  w i t h  s u s p i ­

c io n ,  w a r i l y ,  a s  th e  e ld e r s  f e l t  to w a rd  H e le n , v i z :  " th o u g h

sh e  lo v e ly  b e ,  sen d  h e r  aw ay ."  " l o r  i f  we d is m is s  p le a s u r e
2

th u s  we a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  to  go a s t r a y . "  ‘P l e a s u r e  r e g i s t e r s

th e  g o o d n ess  o f  t h e  i s o l a t e d  a c t ;  n o t  th e  g o o d n e ss  o f th e
3

a c t  a s  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  w hole o f  l i f e . "

A r i s t o t l e  r e c o g n iz e s  p l e a s u r e  a s  a  c a u se  of* "bad"

d e e d s ,  and  p a in  a s  a  c a u s e  why p e o p le  a b s t a i n  f ro m  n a b le  
4

o n e s .  P le a s u r e  i s  n o t  th e  good b u t  i s  & g o o d , n o t  b® be  

so u g h t a s  an  end  i n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t o  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  

a c t s  t h a t  r e a s o n  p r e s c r i b e s .  P le a s u r e  i s  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  p e r ­

m i s s i b l e .  I f  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  p l e a s u r e  i s  r i g h t  and  th e  co n ­

te m p la t iv e  f a c u l t y  " i s  w hat i t  s h o u ld  b e"  p le a s u r e  w i l l  be  

in v o lv e d  i n  th e  a c t i v i t y  and w i l l  su p e rv e n e  on th e  a c t i v i t y ,

1 -  Edward M oore, Op. C i t .  p  110 .

2 -  B . H. 1109b 11 .

3 -  Wm. Be W itt  H yde, From E p ic u ru s  to  C h r i s t .  C h a p te r  4 .

4 -  1 .  H. 1104b 1 0 .
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• a s  th e  bloom  ©f y o u th  do es on th© se i n  t h e  f lo w e r  o f  t h e i r  
1

a g e . ” B u t i n  th e  c h o ic e  o f th e  m ean , p l e a s u r e  i s  to  h e  d i s ­

m is se d  a s  a  f a c t o r  i n  m aking th e  c h o ic e ,  th e  T i r tu o u s  a g e n t  

h a b i t u a t i n g  h im s e lf  t o  f e e l  a n d  f i n d  p le a s u r e  i n  v i r t u e * s  

'C h o ic e  ( th e  mean) a f t e r  r e a s o n  h a s  c h o sen  i t ,  b u t  a v o id in g  

p le a s u r e  p e r  s e .

B u t l a s t l y  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  th e  e v e n tu a l  d e c i s io n  

i n  f i n d in g  th e  mean “r e s t s  w i th  p e r c e p t io n ,*  w h ich  we i n t e r ­

p r e t  to  mean i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t u i t i o n ^  to  w h ieh  he g iv e s  i n ­

s u f f i c i e n t  s c o p e , f o r  ( s e e  G r i f f in * s  A n a ly s is  o f t h e  S o u l)  

th e  a n im a ls  a l s o  s h a re  i n  p e r c e p t io n  b u t  we do  n o t  t h in k  o f  

them  a s  p u r p o s iv e ly  c h o o s in g  th e  m ean. P e r c e p t io n  i s  n o t  

th e  c r i t e r i o n  i n  i t s e l f ,  a s  i f  r e a s o n  a s  an  a n a ly z in g  and  

d e l i b e r a t i n g  and  c a l c u l a t i n g  f o r c e  w ere n o t  r e q u i r e d  o r  

n e e d e d , b u t  r a t h e r  i s  a n  i n t u i t i v e  a c t  o f r e a s o n  i t s e l f ,  

th e  i n t u i t i o n  fo l lo w in g  o r  b e in g  c o n t in g e n t  upon  th e  d e l i b ­

e r a t i o n ,  c a l c u l a t i o n  and o b s e r v a t io n  by r e a s o n  i t s e l f *  I f  

p e r c e p t io n  a lo n e  w ere r e q u i r e d ,  no te c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n ­

in g  th e  mean w ou ld  b e  n e e d e d . B a t th e  w ise  m an, when a e t i n g  

w i th o u t  h a v in g  tim e  f o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  w i l l  have  a c q u i r e d  an  

eye f o r  th e  m ean, a s  a n  a r t i s t  h a s  a n  eye  f o r  th e  b e a u t i f u l ,  

o r  a s  ( n e g a t iv e ly )  a  c ra f ts m a n  w i l l  have  a n  eye f o r  f l a w s  i n  

h ie  m e rc h a n d is e , r e c o g n iz in g ,  we m ig h t say  i n t u i t i v e l y ,  w hat

1 -  I b i d ,  H T 4b  3 4 .
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i s  n o t  u p  to  s t a n d a r d ,  "but a l s o  r e c o g n iz in g  i n t u i t i v e l y  

( a id e d  lay r e f l e c t i o n  and  e x a m in a tio n )  w hat i s  e x c e l l e n t  

and  up  to  s t a n d a r d .

In  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  ran g e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  a c t i o n  a s  i t  

a p p l i e s  t o  at. c o n te m p la te d  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  a c t ,  th e  a g e n t  w i l l  

f i n d  t h a t  th e  e x t e r i o r  l i m i t s  o f p o s s ib l e  a c t i o n  a r e  f o r  

him  g e n e r a l l y  e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t ,  to o  l i t t l e  o r  to®  m uch, 

i . e .  n o t  t h e  mean* On th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  above c o n s id e r a ­

t i o n s  th e  a g e n t* s  f i r s t  c o n c e rn  i n  a  c o n te m p la te d  e x p e r i ­

ence  , s a y  a  g i f t  to  c h a r i t y ,  w i l l  b e  to  a s c e r t a i n  ( i n  so 

f a r  a s  i t  i s  p o s s ib le )  th e  p o s s ib l e  ra n g e  o f  a c t io n *  and to  

th e n  l e t  th e  ra n g e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  d e te rm in e  th e  i n i t i a l  

e s t im a te  o r  c h o ic e  (g u e s s )  a s  t o  w hat th e  mean may b e .

Thus R oss s a y s :

HI f  I  am c o n s id e r in g  w hat I  s h o u ld  s u b s c r ib e  t o  a  c h a r i ty ,  
I  may s t a r t  by  s e e in g  t h a t  a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  one h u n d re d  
pounds i s  beyond  my means a n d  t h a t  one o f  h a l f - a - c r o w n  
w ould be  s t i n g y ,  and i t  may b e  b y  w o rk in g  in w a rd s  fro m  
th e s e  l i m i t s  t h a t  I  f i n a l l y  d e c id e  w h a t i t  w ou ld  b e  r i g h t  
f o r  me to  g iv e ."  g

( I n  j u s t i c e  t o  R oss i t  m ust be  s a i d  t h a t  he d o es  n o t  co n ­

s i d e r  A r i s t o t l e  a s  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  a s  "an  a c c o u n t o f  t h e  way 

i n  w h ich  we a lw ay s o r  n o rm a lly  d e c id e  w hat we s h o u ld  do*M)

1 — W. P .  R o ss , Qp» C i t .  p 196•

2 -  I b i d ,  p  196 .
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B u t th e  n a t t e r  o f  f i r s t  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  ra n g e  o f 

p o s s ib l e  a c t i o n  i s  v i t a l .  L e t  u s  ta k e  a s  an  i n s t a n c e  th e  

e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  w i l l .  S uppose t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  

b e in g  t o r t u r e d  by  h i s  a m b it io n s  s e e k s  r a t i o n a l l y  t o  d e t e r ­

m ine th e  f u t u r e  c o n t r o l  o f h i s  w i l l i n g  p r o c e s s  w i t h  h i s  

e y d a im o n ia  a s  th e  t e l o s  o f  th e  ju d g m en t t h a t  he s e e k s ,  -  

o r  t h a t  an  i n d iv i d u a l  j u s t  e n t e r in g  upon  h i s  c h o se n  p r o ­

f e s s i o n  i s  p l o t t i n g  h i s  c o u rs e  a n d  s e t t i n g  h i s  g o a l s .

H is f i r s t  c o n c e rn  ( i f  he  a p p ro a c h e s  t h e  m a t t e r  

r a t i o n a l l y )  w i l l  be  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  ra n g e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  

i n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  a m b i t io n ,  o f  w i l l i n g  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and th e n  

to  f i t  h i s  own r a n g e  o f p o t e n t i a l i t y  i n t o  th e  g e n e r a l  ra n g e , 

and  th e n  to  s e e k  t h e  mean r e l a t i v e  to  h i m s e l f .  I n  t h e  m a t­

t e r  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  th e  w i l l ,  

th e  e v id e n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  u n l im i te d  wy e a - s a y in g H a s  one 

e x tre m e  and u t t e r  n e g a t io n  o r  s u p p r e s s io n ,  - Mn a y - s a y in g w-  

a s  th e  o t h e r .  He may have i n  m ind l i v i n g  ex am p les  o f  e a c h .  

I f  he be f o r t u n a t e  enough  t o  know i t ,  he w i l l  f i n d  i l l u s t r a ­

t i v e  d o c u m e n ta tio n s  o f b o th  c o m p le te  y e a  and  n ay  s a y in g  to  

th e  w i l l  i n  th e  l i f e  and  w r i t i n g s  o f  H ie ts s c h e  an d  S chopen­

h a u e r ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

S eo p en h au er i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  n e g a t io n  o f  t h e  

w i l l ,  l e a d in g  u s  to  t h e  w rack  o f  s e l f - d e n i a l ,  b id d in g  u s  to  

( w e l l - n ig h f  e x t in g u i s h  t h e  w i l l .  W il l  f o r  S ch o p en h au e r i s  

th e  r e l e n t l e s s  t a s k  m a s te r  w h ic h  a f f l i c t s  u s  w i th  s c o r p io n s .
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J o t  him  a l l  w i l l i n g  a r i s e s  fro m  w a n t , t h e r e f o r e  fro m  d e f i c ­

ie n c y ,  t h e r e f o r e  f ro m  s u f f e r i n g .  The s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a  

w is h  en d s i t ,  y e t  f o r  one w ish  t h a t  i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h e r e  r e ­

m ain  a t  l e a s t  t e n  t h a t  a r e  d e n ie d .  The d e s i r e  l a s t s  lo n g ,  

th e  demands a r e  i n f i n i t e ;  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  s h o r t  a n d  

s c a n t i l y  m easu red  o u t .  E v ery  s a t i s f i e d  w ish  a t  once makes 

room f o r  a  new o n e . A t t a in in g  th e  o b je c t  o f  o u r  d e s i r e  " i s

l i k e  th e  alm s th ro w n  t o  t h e  b e g g a r  t h a t  k eep  h im  a l i v e  t o -
1

day  t h a t  h i s  m is e ry  may be p ro lo n g e d  u n t i l  tom orrow . H

T here  we have an  e x p r e s s io n  o f  n a y -s a y in g  t o  th e  

w i l l ,  a  p h i lo s o p h y  w h ic h  le a d s  one i n to  th e  a b y s s  o f  p e s s i ­

m ism.

H ie tz s e h e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  o p p o s i te  v ie w . He e x to l s  

and  e x a l t s  th e  w i l l ,  b id s  u s sp e a k  a  h e a r ty  "y ea"  to  l i f e ,  

b id s  u s  s u r p a s s  o u r s e lv e s ,  to  w i l l  th e  su p erm an , to  d e s p i s e  

th e  human g ro u n d  f l e a s  an d  to  r e g a r d  th e  com m onplace v i r t u e s  

a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  o n ly  to  t h e  g ro u n d  f l e a s .  (W hether h i s  p h i l ­

osophy  i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f h i s  m adness o r  t h e  m adness t h e  r e ­

s u l t  o f  h i s  s e e k in g  to  a c t u a l i z e  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  i n  h i s  own 

p e r s o n  i s ,  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  i n  h a n d , i m m a te r i a l . )

As b e tw ee n  th o s e  two men and t h e i r  v iew s he w i l l  

have  th e  ra n g e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i s  open t o  h im . H is own 

p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  and  o b s e r v a t io n  i n  c h o o s in g  th e  mean

1 -  A. S c h o p e n h a u e r, "The W orld a s  W il l  and  I d e a ,  p  253,
S e c . 3 8 , 2nd p a r .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



and  i n  r e c o g n iz in g  i t  a s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  o f  t e l o s  f u l f i l l i n g

c o n d u c t ,  w i l l  c a u se  him  to  r e e o g n iz e  b o th  v iew s a s  ex trem es*

w h ic h , a s  a c t u a l i z e d  an d  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  l i v e s  o f t h e i r
1

e x p o n e n ts , d e p r iv e d  e a c h  o f  w e l l - b e in g  w h ile  l i v i n g .

I f  we l e t  th e  fram ew ork  o f g e n e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  be  

a n a lo g o u s  to  a  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n ,  he  can  th e n  s u b s t i ­

t u t e  h i s  own c o n c r e te  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  v a r i a b l e s ,  

th e r e b y  i n d i c a t i n g  to  h im s e lf  th e  c o n c r e te  r a n g e  o f  p o s s i ­

b i l i t y  e v id e n t ly  open to  h im s e l f .  H is " p e r c e p t io n "  ( i n t u i ­

t i o n )  w i l l  c au se  him  to  s e e  t h e  o u t e r  r e a c h e s  ©f th e  rang©  

a s  an  e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t ,  a s  to o  much o r  to®  l i t t l e  to  con­

t r i b u t e  t o  th e  end s o u g h t ,  to  ch o o se  e i t h e r  o f  w h ic h  w ou ld  

b e  a  v i c e .  (W ith o u t a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  ra n g e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  

©pen t o  him  he  may f a l l  f a r  s h o r t  of th e  m ean, a s  l a t e r  

e x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  r e v e a l  i t  t o  h im ) . He p e r c e iv e s  t h e  o u t e r  

r a n g e s  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  b e  e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t  by i n t u i t i v e  

a n a lo g y , by  t h a t  human h a b i t  w h ie h  c a u se s  an  i n d i v i d u a l  

to  c o n te m p la te  h im s e l f  i n  t h e  o th e r  p e rs o n * s  p o s i t i o n .

1 -  B u t p a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  th e  e x c e s s  o f  e a c h  gave  them  t h e i r  
p la c e  i n  p h i lo s o p h y , b e s to w in g  upon  them  a  posthum ous 
fam e a t  th e  e x p e n se  o f  t h e i r  w e l l - b e in g  a s  " p o l i t i c a l  
a n im a ls "  w h ile  a l i v e .  B u t m u l t i tu d e s  o f th e  ra n k  and  
f i l e  by  f o l lo w in g  one o r  th e  o t h e r ,  d e p r iv e  th e m s e lv e s  
®f w e l l - b e in g  i n  l i f e  and  a c h ie v e  o b l iv io n  t h e r e a f t e r .  
H ow ever, w i th o u t  H ie tz s e h e * s  e x c e s s  i n  y e a - s a y in g  and
S ch o p en h au er* s e x c e s s  i n  n a y - s a y in g ,  hum an ity  w ould  
have  b e e n  d e p r iv e d  o f th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w h ich  e a c h  mad® 
to  t h e  t o t a l  i n s i g h t  i n to  human n a tu re *
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I f  he knows h im s e l f  t o  b e  o f  a  n a t u r a l l y  s l u g g i s h  d i s ­

p o s i t i o n ,  d e f e c t  w i l l  b e  t h e  ex trem e  t h a t  he w i l l  e s p e c ­

i a l l y  a v o id *  I f  he knows h im s e l f  to  b e  a. l o t u s  e a t e r ,  he 

w i l l  abandon  h i s  d ream s w h i le  m aking h i s  c h o ic e  o f th e  

m ean.

B ut a t  t h i s  s t a g e  ev en  th e  w ise  man w i l l  come f a c e

t o  f a c e  w i th  t h e  f a c t  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  and  n o n * -p ree is i® n , t h i s

e x i s t i n g  b y  r e a s o n  o f  th e  v a r i a b l e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r ,  t o g e t h e r

w i th  t h e  la m e n ta b ly  d e f i c i e n t  s t a t e  o f  human k n o w led g e , m an’ s

i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d i c t  c o n se q u e n c e s , a n t i c i p a t i o n  b e in g  n o n -

a c t d a l i z e d  b y  r e a l i z a t i o n .  H ere a p p ly  A r i s t o t l e ’ s w ords*

"The man -  who d e v ia te s  l i t t l e  fro m  g o o d n ess i s  n o t  
b la m e d , w h e th e r  he  do So i n  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  mare' 
o r  o f  th e  le s ® , b u t  o n ly  th e  man who d e v i a t e s  more 
w id e ly ;  -  b u t  up  t o  w hat p o i n t  and  t o  w h a t e x te n t  a  man 
m ast d e v ia te  b y  re a so n in g ; -  su c h  th in g s  depend on  p a r t i ­
c u l a r  f a c t s ,  an d  th e  d e c i s i o n  r e s t s  w i th  p e r c e p t i o n ."  1

B u t -  The p e r c e p t io n  may b e  w ro n g ! The c h o ic e  may 

be  i r r e v o c a b l e !  V ery o m n isc ie n c e  w ould b e  r e q u i r e d  to  f o r e -  

i t a l l  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  w rong  p e r c e p t io n .

The mean s h a r e s  t h i s  w i th  a n y  in s t r u m e n t  o r  r a t i o n ­

a l  d e v ic e  t h a t  s e e k s  a  q u a n t i t y  a s  r e l a t e d  to  an  e n d  b y  a  

m o ra l a g e n t ,  t h a t  s e e k s  to  c o n c r e t e ly  a n d  " s c i e n t i f i c a l l y "  

ascertain or delineate the content o f a  virtue in the con­

c r e t e .  The f a c t o r s  r e l e v a n t  to  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a r e  so

1 -  B . HT. 1109b 17 .
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num erous and  so u n c e r t a i n  t h a t  one can  n e v e r  be  s u r e .  The

h e d o n i s t i c  c a lc u lu s  i s  a n o th e r  s u c h  i n s t a n c e .

As A r i s t o t l e  em ploys t h e  mean i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t e l e s  

f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t i n  r e g a rd  t o  a  f e e l i n g  o r  im p u lse  ®r t©

i t s  e x p r e s s io n ,  so th e  h e d o n i s t i c  c a l c u l u s  i s  em ployed by  

Benthara to  p l e a s u r e ,  by  see& in g  to  a s c e r t a i n  ( p r e d i c t ,  f o r e ­

c a s t )  i t s  i n t e n s i t y ,  d u r a t io n *  c e r t a i n t y  o r  u n c e r t a i n t y ,
  1

n e a rn e s s  o r  re m o te n e s s ,  f e c u n d i ty ,  p u r i t y  and  e x t e n t .

B u t o m n isc ie n c e  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o .  And to  s e e k  to  p r e ­

d i c t  th e  e x te n t  o f p l e a s u r e  ( th e  num ber o f  p e rs o n s  to  whom 

i t  w i l l  e x te n d )  c o m p lic a te s  an d  u p s e t s  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n s

s t i l l  m e re , by  re a s o n  o f  th e  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  s e n s i b i l i t y  
2

t o  p l e a s u r e .  The a g e n t ,  i n  th e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  mean i n  en ­

d e a v o r in g  to  s e c u r e  s o c i a l  a d ju s tm e n t ,  e n c o u n te r s  a  l i k e  

v a r i a b i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f h i s  fe llc w m e n . He w i l l  t h e o r e t i ­

c a l l y  f i n d  i t  a s  d i f f i c u l t  to  p r e d i c t  th e  mean w i th  r e f e r -

1 -  jlerem y B entham , An I n t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f
M o ra ls  and L e g i s l a t i o n .

2 -  C irc u m sta n c e s  and  f a c t o r s  i n f lu e n c i n g  s e n s i b i l i t y  to
p l e a s u r e  a r e  l i s t e d  by  Bentham  a s  f o l lo w s :  " h e a l t h ,  
s t r e n g t h ,  h a r d i n e s s ,  b o d i ly  im p e r f e c t io n ,  q u a n t i t y  and  
q u a l i t y  o f k n o w led g e , s t r e n g t h  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o w e rs , 
f i rm n e s s  o f  m in d , s t e a d in e s s  o f  m in d , b e n t  o f  i n c l i n a ­
t i o n ,  m o ra l sensibility, m o ra l b i a s e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  s e n s i ­
b i l i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  b i a s e s ,  s y m p a th e tic  b i a s e s ,  a n t i ­
p a t h e t i c  b i a s e s  a n d  s e n s i b i l i t i e s ,  h a b i t u a l  o c c u p a t io n ,  
p e c u n ia ry  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  c o n n e c tio n  i n  th e  way o f  sym­
p a th y  and a n t i p a t h y ,  r a d i c a l  f ra m e  o f  body  and  m in d , 
s e x ,  r a n k ,  e d u c a t io n ,  c l i m a t e ,  l i n e a g e ,  g o v e rn m e n t, 
r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n . "  I b i d .  p 7 b .
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ence  to  t h e  e x p re s s io n  o f  h i s  im p u lse s  o v e r  a g a i n s t  h i s  

fe llo w m e n , a s  w i l l  th e  h e d o n is t  i n  a p p ly in g  th e  c a l c u l u s .

My mean may m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  my f e l l® w m n , s mean c a u s in g  

c o n f l i c t  w i t h  my s o c i a l  en v iro n m en t and  r e t a r d i n g  my w e l l -  

b e in g ,  r a t h e r  th a n  f e s t e r i n g  and p ro m o tin g  i t .  H ere th e  

q u e s t io n *  To w hat e x te n t  s h a l l  I  choose  t h e  mean w i t h  r e f e r ­

en ce  to  th e  s t a t u s  quo and a d ju s tm e n t  to  e n v iro n m e n t, and  t o  

w hat e x te n t  s h a l l  I  c o n c e rn  m y se lf  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  

my p o t e n t i a l i t y  a p a r t  fro m  th e  s t a t u s  q u o , a s s e r t s  i t s e l f .

B ut y e t  and  s t i l l ,  a® th e  b e a u t i f u l  s t a t u e  i s  com­

p o se d  o f  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l ,  so  t h a t  a  q u a n t i t a t i v e  m ore 

o r  l e s s  i n  any  p a r t  w i l l  d e s t r o y  i t s  b e a u ty  a s  a  w h o le , so 

a  v i r t u e ,  fro m  one a s p e c t ,  c a n  h e  s a i d  to  b e  com posed o f  a  

q u a n t i t y  o f  f e e l i n g  o r  im p u lse  in  e x p r e s s io n ,  w h ic h , i n  

r e l a t i o n  to  th e  end  s o u g h t i s  th e  b e s t ,  w h ich  i s  q u a n t i t a ­

t i v e l y  th e  m ean, so  t h a t  more o r  l e s s  o f  i t  w ould b e  d e ­

s t r u c t i v e  o f  i t s  v a lu e  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  end s o u g h t .  

E x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  b e a r  t h i s  o u t .  The c o n s c io u s n e s s  on th e  

p a r t  o f  th e  a g e n t t h a t  h i s  a ic t io n  o r  r e s p o n s e  was e x c e s s iv e  

o r  d e f e c t i v e ,  to o  much o r  to o  l i t t l e ,  th e r e b y  m i l i t a t i n g  

a g a i n s t  h i s  w e l l - b e in g ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  in d u c e s  a n  a g e n t  to  

se e k  th e  p ro p e r  mean on a  s u b s e q u e n t o c c a s io n .  T h is  may be  

e x p e r ie n c e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  ®r t h i r d  p e r s o n .  The a g e n t  may 

have m o n o p o lized  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  a t  a  s o c i a l  g a th e r in g

w i th  r e s u l t a n t  l o s s  o f  good w i l l  o r  f r i e n d s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n
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h i s  c o n v e r s in g ,  a s  o p p o sed  t o  ’•m onologuing*’ a t  a  su b s e q u e n t 

a f f a i r .  He may hav e  s p e n t  to o  l i t t l e  o r  to o  much money f o r  

a  c a r ,  p r o f i t i n g  by e x p e r ie n c e  on  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  a  s u b s e ­

q u e n t p u rc h a s e .  He p e rh a p s  d ra n k  to o  many c o c k t a i l s ,  i n  

c o n seq u en ce  o f  w h ic h  he made a  f o o l  o u t  o f  h i m s e l f .  He may 

have  g o t te n  to o  a n g ry  and l o s t  h i s  te m p e r ,  th e r e b y  d e s p i s ­

in g  and b ra n d in g  h im s e l f  a s  a  h o t - h e a d .  When h i s  a n g e r  

c o o le d  he  saw t h a t  th e  o c c a s io n  w as n o t  w o r th  i t .  I n  con­

seq u en ce  he  r e s o lv e d  to  c o n t r o l  h i s  a n g e r  and  d id  c o n t r o l  

i t  on th e  o c c a s io n  o f  a  su b s e q u e n t p r o v o c a t io n .  I n  a l l  

su c h  in s t a n c e s  t h e  c a te g o ry  o f  q u a n t i t y  o r -d e g re e  can  b e  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a p p l i e d  to  th e  a c t i v i t y ,  d e s i r e  o r  im p u ls e ,  

and  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  q u a n t i t y ,  w h ic h  fro m  t h e  v ie w p o in t  o f  t h e  

en d  s o u g h t ,  I s  th e  m ean, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  n e i t h e r  e x c e s s  

n o r  d e f e c t .

B a s in g  th e  v i r t u e s  upon  th e  p a s s io n s  h a s  t h e  ad v an ­

ta g e  o f  t a k in g  them  o u t o f  th e  re a lm  o f  t h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  

and  a b s t r a c t  and  p l a c in g  them  i n  t h e  re a lm  o f  t h e  good f o r  

an  e n d , and  th e  p h y s i c a l .  I t  d e te rm in e s  m an’ s d u ty  b y  

m an’ s n a t u r e ,  d e r iv in g  th e  c o n c e p t io n  on th e  b a s i s  o f  m an’ s 

e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e ,  r e a s o n ,  i n  i t s  c o n t r o l  a n d  em ploym ent o f  

m an’ s in n a t e  t e n d e n c ie s .  B ut i n  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  e t h i c s  we g© 

beyond  th e  c o n c r e te n e s s  o f  b a s in g  a  v i r t u e  upon  a  s i n g l e  

i n s t i n c t  and  e n t e r  upon v a ry in g  l e v e l s  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  o f t e n  

i n  a  m anner a s  i f  th e  i n s t i n c t s  o f  man w ere  n o t  e x i s t e n t .
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B u t ,  o b v io u s ly  a p a r t  fro m  th e  i n s t i n c t s ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  

in c a p a b le  o f  v i r tu e #  Y ea, he i s  d e a d . The f a c t  h e n ce  r e ­

m ains t h a t  w h a te v e r  e l s e  t h e  v i r t u e s  may b e ,  th e y  a r e  i n  

i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s  a  c e r t a i n  q u a n t i t y  o r  am ount o f a n  im p u lse  

o r  d e s i r e  a s  th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  fo rm . Such a  v i r t u e ,  b a se d  

upon a  s in g l e  p a s s io n ,  i s  a n  e le m e n ta ry  v i r t u e ,  a  s k e le to n  

v i r t u e .
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P A R T  I I I  

THE MEAN AS AST AID TO CONDUCT

a  -  Some O b je c t io n s  C o n s id e re d .

D id  A r i s t o t l e  em ploy th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  m ean, n o t  

t o  d i s c o v e r  v i r t u e ,  n o t  t o  h e lp  p e o p le  to w a rd  a  good l i f e ,  

h u t  m e re ly  to  r e c o r d  w h a t w ere  th e  a c c e p te d  v a lu a t i o n s  o f  

h i s  day?  R e g a rd le s s  o f  h i s  m o tiv e s ,  A r i s t o t l e  a c c o m p lish e d  

m ore th a n  m e re ly  t h a t .  He i s  c o n ce rn e d  w i th  th e  q u e s t io n s  

What i s  th e  good o f  man a s  o f  a  k in d ?  A c c o rd in g ly  a s  lo n g  

a s  th e  k in d  re m a in s  an d  a s  lo n g  a s  th e  i n s t i n c t s  o r  p a s s io n s  

r e m a in , th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  mean w i l l  he s i g n i f i c a n t ,  f ro m  

th e  v ie w p o in t  o f  th e  m ethod h e  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v ­

i d u a l  a c h ie v in g  w e l l - b e in g  i n  t h e  s e n se  e a r l i e r  i n d i c a t e d ,  

(E y d a im o n ia ) . As s u c h  h i s  q u e s t io n  becom es* What i s  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  s u c h  a c t s  a s ,  by e x p e r i e n c e ,  have  b e e n  shown t o  he  

c o n t r i b u to r y  t o  w e l l - b e in g ?  What hav e  s u c h  i n  common? What 

i s  t h e i r  u n iv e r s a l ?  I n  s e e k in g  th e  a n sw e r to  t h a t  q n e s t ic n
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Me r e c o r d s  t h e  a c c e p te d ' v a lu a t i o n s  o f  h i s  d a y ,  d e s c r ib e s  

th e  " v i r t u e s , "  s e e k s  th e  u n i v e r s a l  i n  them  and  f i n d s  t h a t  

u n i v e r s a l  to  he t h a t  th e  v i r t u e s  a r e  e a c h  a  mean b e tw een  

a  ra n g e  o f e x c e s s  an d  d e f e c t ,  and  t h a t  v i r t u e  i s  a  s t a t e  

o f  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  c h o o ses  t h e  m ean, a s  opposed  to  a  s t a t e  o f  

c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  c h o o se s  e i t h e r  e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t .  I n  t h a t  

s e n s e  a  v i r t u e  i s  a  mean b e tw een  two v i c e s .

By d is c o v e r in g  th e  u n i v e r s a l  i n  e x i s t e n t  v a lu e s  h e  

( t h e o r e t i c a l l y )  e n a b le s  t h e  a g e n t  to  know w hat to  s e e k  i n  

s u b s e q u e n t s i t u a t i o n s .  I n  so  f a r  a s  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  he 

r e n d e r s  a  s e r v i c e  w h ich  i s  a s  l a s t i n g  a s  th e  r a c e .  To th e  

e x te n t  t h a t  he gave i n s i g h t  i n to  l i f e  and  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  

l i f e ,  e n a b l in g  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  to  know h im s e l f ,  and to  know 

w h e re in  co n d u c t w h ic h  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  w e l l - b e in g  c o n s i s t s ,  

A r i s t o t l e  h e lp e d  men to w a rd  a  good l i f e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  

m o tiv e .  Hence an  e x p l i c i t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  mean a s  an  

add  t o  c o n d u c t i s  i n  o r d e r ,  o v e r  and beyond  t h a t  w h ic h  h as  

h i t h e r t o  b e en  m a n i f e s t  o r  im p l ie d .

The f i e l d  i n  w h ich  th e  mean i s  o p e r a t iv e  i s  f o r  

A r i s t o t l e  l im i t e d  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  

th e  p a s s io n s  and  a p p e t i t e s  and to  th e  a c t i o n s  w h ich  a r e  im­

p e l l e d  by  them , o r  w h ic h  a r e  d i r e c t l y  t h e i r  e x p r e s s io n .  I t  

i s  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e s ,  f o r  s u c h  a r e  

th e m s e lv e s  lo g o i  ( la w s ,  r u l e s ,  r e a s o n )  and a s  su c h  c o n t r o l  

_ i.h e  a p p e t i t e s ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  th e m se lv e s  m e s o te s .  The
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d o es  mot e n a b le  u s  t o  d e te rm in e  th e  summum honum , h u t  i t s  

f u n c t io n  i s  to  a c h ie v e  th e  summum honum, once i t  h a s  h e e n  

a s c e r t a i n e d ,  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  u n i v e r s a l  t h a t  we s e e k  to  

r e a l i z e  i n  a c t s  a n d  p a s s io n s ,  and  m u st r e a l i z e  i f  th e  

summum honum i s  t o  he  a c t u a l i z e d .  The mean i s  a p p l i c a b l e  w 

w henever th e  im p u lse  o r  a c t i v i t y  o r  d e s i r e  a d m its  o f  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  c a te g o r y  o f q u a n t i t y  o r  d e ­

g r e e ,  Ht o o  mueh o r  to o  l i t t l e . H T here  m ust l ik e w is e  he 

c h o ic e ,  v o lu n ta r y  c h o ic e ,  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t y .

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  R oss p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  th e  t r i n i ­

t a r i a n  schem e o f  th e  v i r t u e s  an d  v i c e s  i s  m is ta k e n ;  t h a t  

e a c h  v i r t u e  h a s ,  n o t  two o p p o s i t e s ,  h u t  o n ly  one o p p o s i te

v i c e ,  and  a s k s  i f  t h i s  m ust n o t  h e  t h e  c a se  from  th e  v e ry
  ' I '

n a tu r e  o f  v ic e  and  v i r t u e *  l o r  A r i s t o t l e * s  t r i n i t y  he w ou ld

s u b s t i t u t e  n o t  one d u a l i t y  h u t  tw o , a s  fo llo w s*

F e e l in g  V i r tu e  V ice

F e a r  C ourage C ow ard ice

Love o f  d a n g e r  D i s c r e t i o n  R a sh n e ss

H o ard in g  i n s t i n c t  L i b e r a l i t y  M eanness

S p en d in g  I n s t i m e t  T h r i f t  L i b e r a l i t y

I t  i s  t r u e ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t h a t  a s i d e  from  th e  mean

e a e h  v i r t u e  h as  h u t  one o p p o s i te  v i e e ,  h u t  t h i s  v i c e  m ust he

1 -  ¥ .  D. E o s s ,  Qp. C i t .  p  206 .
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e a l l e d  " v ic e "  oar " e x tre m e n e ss"  o f  w h ic h , i n  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  

th e  c a s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  two v a r i e t i e s ,  v i z :  t h a t  e a l l e d  e x c e ss  

and  t h a t  e a l l e d  d e f e c t .  B u t i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  i n  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  th in g s  a  v i r t u e  a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by B oss ( s e e  

a b o v e ) i t s e l f  a d m its  o f  a  to o  m uch, a d m its  o f  o v e r s h o o t in g  

th e  t e l o s  on th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e  and  th e r e b y  e n t e r in g  th e  

r e a lm  o f  e x e e s s ,  e x c e p t  i n  th o s e  e x c e p tio n a l ,  e a s e s  w h e re in  

th e  t e l o s  r e q u i r e s  th e  maximum o r  minimum, w h ic h  s h a l l  p r e ­

s e n t l y  c o n c e rn  u s .  Thus a  man may be to o  l i b e r a l  f o r  h i s  

own good , e x e r c i s e  to o  much d i s c r e t i o n ,  s u c h  d i s c r e t i o n  a s  

e n t e r s  th e  re a lm s  e i t h e r  o f  c o w ard ice  o r  i n d e c i s i o n .  I f  a  

man c a n n o t be  to o  d i s c r e e t  o r  to o  l i b e r a l ,  w hat i s  h e  th e n  

when he  g iv e s  to o  mueh f o r  h i s  own g o o d , o r  when h i s  e x ­

c e e d in g  d i s c r e t i o n  l e t s  a  g o ld e n  o p p o r tu n i ty  p a s s  by?

T h a t one v i c e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  more opposed  to  th e  mean

th a n  th e  o t h e r ,  A r i s t o t l e  r e c o g n iz e s ,  and  a d m i t s ,a s  i n  th e
  ' 1 '
c a s e  o f  b e in g  i n s e n s a te  i n  t h e  re a lm  o f  te m p e ra n c e . B u t a

v i r t u e  t h a t  i s  n o t  a  m ean, i t s e l f  a d m its  o f  an  ex trem e  

w h ich  i s  a  d e f e e t .
■ r

1 -  E .  1»  1109a 30 to  3 5 . ** -  @f t h e  e x tre m e s  one i s  more 
e r r o n e o u s ,  one l e s s  s o ."

I b i d ,  1109a 2 - 5 .  " i t  i s  n o t  i n s e n s i b i l i t y ,  w h ic h  i s  a  
d e f i c i e n c y ,  b u t  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e ,  w h ic h  i s  a n  e x c e s s ,  
t h a t  i s  more opposed  t o  te m p e ra n c e ."
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B ut h e re  we a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  th e  f a c t  ( a s  R oss f u r ­

t h e r  p o in t s  o u t ) , t h a t  n o t  e v e ry  v i r tu o u s  a e t  i s  a  q u a n t i ­

t a t i v e  m ean, t h a t  th e r e  a r e  o c c a s io n s  when an im p u lse  n e e d s  

t© he  s u p p re s s e d  e n t i r e l y ,  o r  e x p re s s e d  t o  t h e  u tm o s t .  I n  

f a c t  R oss th in k s  t h a t :

" -  i t  seems to  h e  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  th o u g h  a  v e ry  f r e q u e n t  
a c c id e n t  o f r i g h t  a c t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  h e  i n t e r m e d ia t e  
b e tw e e n  e x t r e m e s .” 1

B ut i f  we h e a r  i n  m ind t h a t  A r i s t o t l e  h a s e s  th e  v i r  

t u e s  upon th e  im p u lse s  an d  i n s t i n c t s ,  o r  i n  c o n n e c t i  on w i t h  

them , i t  i s  m a n i f e s t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  an  a c c id e n t  t h a t  r i g h t  

a c t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  i n te r m e d ia te  b e tw een  e x tr e m e s ,  h u t  

r a t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  l i e s  i n  t h e  v e ry  n a tu r e  o f  th e  im p u lse s  

w h ich  can  he  a d a p te d  to  v a ry in g  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  l i f e ,  o f  

w h ic h  we r e q u i r e  now m o re , now l e s s ,  a s  th e  t e l o s  may r e ­

q u i r e .  By a n a lo g y , an  a u to m o b ile  h a s  a  ra n g e  o f  s p e e d ,  and  

i t  i s  h a r d ly  an  a c c id e n t  t h a t  th e  sp e e d  r e q u i r e d  a t  d i f f e r ­

e n t  t im e s  and o c c a s io n s  s h o u ld  g e n e r a l l y  he a  mean b e tw ee n  

th e  maximum and th e  minimum ra n g e  p o s s i b l e .  The a p p r o p r i ­

a t e  sp e ed  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  he  a  m ean. On r a r e  o c c a s io n s  i t  

may h e  th e  maximum o r  minimum, and som etim es d r i v in g  a t  a l l  

i s  n o t  i n  o r d e r ,  Does t h e  mean have any  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  a  

tim e  when th e  maximum, minimum o r  co m p le te  s u p p r e s s io n  i s

1 -  W. D. R o ss , Op. C i t .  p 1 9 5 .
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re q u ire d ; by  th e  t e l o s ?  T h is  w i l l  c o n c e rn  u s  i n  th e  n e x t  

s e c t i o n .

B ut t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  f a c t o r s  w h ich  A r i s t o t l e  a s s o c ­

i a t e s  w i th  t h e  m ean, some o f  w h ie h  have  no c o n n e c t io n  w i th  

i t ,  and  w h ich  g iv e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  mean i s  n o t  th e  s im p le  

p a th f i n d e r  i n  d e te rm in in g  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t s  t h a t  c o n ­

s t i t u t e  th e  good l i f e ,  a s  th e  s ta te m e n ts  o f  A r i s t o t l e  w ould  

le a d  one to  " b e lie v e .

Thus i n  r e g a r d  t o  "b rav e ry , th e  v i r t u o u s  man i s

he
"who f a c e s  and  who f e a r s  t h e  r i g h t  th in g s  a n d  f ro m  th e  
r i g h t  m o tiv e  i n  th e  r i g h t  way and  a t  th e  r i g h t  t im e ."  1

The te m p e ra te  mans

H -  -  c ra v e s  f o r  th e  t h in g s  he o u g h t , a s  he  o u g h t ,  and  
when he o u g h t ."  2

The l i b e r a l  mans

H -  -  w i l l  g iv e  t o  th e  r i g h t  p e o p le ,  th e  r i g h t  a m o u n ts , 
a t  t h e  r i g h t  t im e ,  w i th  a l l  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
accom pany r i g h t  g iv in g ."  3

The good tem p ered  man:

" -  -  i s  a n g ry  a t  th e  r i g h t  th in g s  a n d  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  
p e o p le ,  and  f u r t h e r ,  a s  he  o u g h t ,  when he o u g h t ,  a s  
lo n g  a s  he o u g h t ."  4

1 -  E . U . 1115b 18 f f .

2 -  I b i d ,  1119b 18 .

3 -  I b i d ,  1120a 2 5 .

4 -  1125 b 3 1 .
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From th e  above  a l r e a d y  i t  i s  m a n i f e s t  t h a t  A r i s ­

t o t l e *  s d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  v i r tu o u s  m an, a s  h i s  v i r t u e  i s  

o p e r a t iv e  i n  v a r io u s  f i e l d s ,  a s id e  from  th e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  

m ean, i s  p a r t l y  a  r e c o r d in g  o f  t h e  v a lu a t i o n s  o f  h i s  d a y , 

a s  w e l l  a s  th e  i d i o s y n c r a s i e s ,  f o r  th e  w ise  man o f  A r i s ­

t o t l e ’ s day  h a s  a  r u l e  o f  h i s  own, w h ic h  r u l e  t h e  w is e  man 

o f  to d a y  w ould s c a r c e l y  f o l lo w .  W itn ess  th e  p ro u d  "p ro u d
I

man" w h ic h  i s  A r i s t o t l e ’ s i d e a l .  Even th o u g h  we d en o m in a te  

h im  "m agnanim ous" i n s t e a d  o f  " p ro u d " ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  v i r ­

tu e s  a r e  dw arfed  an d  w e l l - n i g h  o b l i t e r a t e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  p ro u d  man i s  p ro u d  o f  h im s e lf*  We s h o u ld  p o s s ib ly  d e ­

n o m in a te  su c h  a  one a  sn o b . I n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  v i r ­

tu e s  we have l a r g e l y  a  r e c o r d in g  o f  th e  v i r t u e s  o f  h i s  d a y , 

b u t  t h i s  do es n o t  d e t r a c t  fro m  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  m ean.

The m a t t e r  o f  a c t i n g  i n  a  "mean" b u t  d o in g  i t  " a s  

he  o u g h t ,"  th e  " a s  he o u g h t"  ( s e e  a b o v e ) i s  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  

a e s t h e t i c  t a s t e  o f  th e  age a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  " r u l e "  ( th e  

p a r t i c u l a r  w ise  man who s e rv e s  a s  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s t a n ­

d a rd )  . B u t th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  any age  th e  mean i s  t h e  u n i v e r ­

s a l  o f  m ost i n s t a n c e s  o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t ,  r e g a r d ­

l e s s  o f  w hat name s u c h  a c t i v i t y  b e  c a l l e d  b y , r e m a in s .

Hence th e  c o n te n t  o f  a  v i r t u e  w i l l  d i f f e r  on d i f f e r e n t  o c c a ­

s io n s  an d  a s  b e tw een  u s  a n d  th e  G re e k s , b u t  th e  f a c t  o f  t h e

I  "  I b i d .  1123b 27 f f .
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u n i v e r s a l  i n  v i r t u e  a c h o ic e  b e in g  g e n e r a l l y  a  m ean, r e ­

m ains .

B ut w hat a b o u t th e  r e p e a t e d ly  r e c u r r i n g  q u a l i f i c a ­

t i o n s  su c h  a s  Mth e  r i g h t  people*1 -  **at th e  r i g h t  time** -  

**on th e  r i g h t  o c c a s io n " ?  The mean h e re  seem s t o  s h i f t  w i th  

e a c h  a g e n t ,  tim e  and  p l a c e . B u t i f ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s p e a k in g  o f  

man i n  th e  p a s t  t e n s e  o r  i n  t h e  a b s t r a c t ,  we s p e a k  o f  him  

a s  a c t i n g  i n  th e  p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  rem o v ed . F o r  

i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  any  a g e n t ,  w h ile  a c t i n g ,  i s  i n  a  p a r t i ­

c u l a r  p l a c e ,  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e ,  am id a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  

o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , and  t h a t  th e  a g e n t  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  

o r  k in d  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l .  A r i s t o t l e ' s  i d e a l  i s  t h a t  th e  

a g e n t  (w hoever and  w h e re v e r)  be  h a b i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  c h o ic e  

o f  t h e  mean in  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s  c o n f r o n t in g  h im . T h is  i s  b u t  

th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  a l t e r  c a s e s }  t h a t  e a c h  

e a s e  m ust be  r e c o g n iz e d  on i t s  own m e r i t s .  Hence t h i s  

m a t t e r  o f  th e  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  mean i s  n o t  d e r o g a to r y  to  

th e  d o c t r i n e .  The mean s h a r e s  b o th  i n  a  r e l a t i v i t y  and i n  

an  u l t im a c y .  I t  a llo w s  f o r  a  v a ry in g  and  v a r i a b l e  s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r ,  b o th  a s  r e g a rd s  th e  a g e n t  an d  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  

m akes v i r t u e  v i t a l  an d  n e t  c o n v e n t io n a l ,  d e te rm in in g  th e  

c o n te n t  o f  a  v i r t u e  on th e  b a s i s  o f t h in g s  r e l e v a n t .  The 

s t e r e o t y p in g  o f  m o ra ls  i s  g u a rd e d  a g a i n s t .  So a l s o  i s  

P r o ta g o r e a n  m o ra l r e l a t i v i s m .
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I t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f t

’•Man’ s n a tu r e  i s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  kind, on th e  w h o le , and  
h i s  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  a x e  o f a  c e r t a i n  k in d  on th e  w h o le , 
and  i f  he  does n o t  a c t  i n  a  c e r t a i n  way on th e  w h o le , 
he w i l l  p e r i s h . M 1

A r i s t o t l e  w is e ly  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  m ark  ®f

know ledge an d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  to  l i m i t  o n e ’ s e x p e c ta t io n

f o r  p r e c i s i o n  " J u s t  a s  f a r  a s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  s u b j e c t  
2

a d m i t s .w

B ut we may a s k  a  g a in s -  I s  n o t  t h e  mean m e re ly  a  

r a t i o n a l i z i n g  o f  and  th u s  a n  a c c o u n tin g  f o r  th e  m o ra ls  o f  

a  com m unity, w h a te v e r  th e y  he?  Does n o t ,  o th e r w is e ,  th e  

mean d i f f e r  w i th  e a c h  p e r s o n ,  tim e  and  o c c a s io n ?  The i n ­

d i v id u a l  v i r t u e s  th u s  c o n s id e r e d  do n o t  have  t h e  same 

q u a n t i t a t i v e  c o n te n t  on a l l  o c c a s io n s ,  h u t  a l l  have  a s  

t h e i r  u n i v e r s a l  t h a t  th e y  a r e  m eans tw ix t  th e  two e x tre m e s  

i n  th e  p o s s ib l e  r a n g e .  C o n s id e re d  fro m  th e  v ie w p o in t  ©f 

A r i s t o t l e ’ s m ethod , c o u ra g e  o r  l i b e r a l i t y  o r m o d esty  may be 

so m e th in g  q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  fro m  w h at th e  ( i t  may b e  s tu p id )  

m o ra ls  o f  a  com m unity p r e s c r i b e  i t  t o  b e .  I n s t e a d  o f  b l i n d ­

l y  s u b s c r ib in g  to  th e  m o ra ls  o f  a. com m unity , o r  r a s h l y  d e ­

s p i s i n g  them , th e r e b y  a n ta g o n iz in g  i t s  m em bers, t h e  m o ra l  

p e r s o n  em p loy ing  th e  m ean se e k s  t o  d e te rm in e  f o r  h i m s e l f t

1 — I .  A . S te w a r t ,  Op♦ C i t .  YoX. 1 p 3 0 .

2 “ 1094b 24 (P 2 8 -2 9 T h e s ) .
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What i s  t h e  c o u ra g e o u s , th e  m odest o r  th e  l i b e r a l  t h in g  to  

t o  o r  say  o r  g iv e ?  I n  so  d o in g ,  by  d e v ia t i n g  fro m  cu sto m , 

he  may c o n c e iv a b ly  become th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w ise  man o f  

th e  com m unity , a l t e r i n g  i n  a  m easu re  t h e  m o ra l ju d g m e n ts  o f  

th e  com m unity. He may c o n c e iv a b ly  b e  a b le  to  do t h i s  w i th ­

o u t  i n c u r r i n g  th e  h a t r e d  and  d i s t r u s t  o f th e  com m unity , 

w i th o u t  im p a ir in g  h i s  s o c i a l  u s e f u ln e s s  by  re a s o n  o f  l o s s  

o f  s t a n d in g ,  o r  w i th o u t  becom ing  a n  o b je c t  o f  s u s p ic io n *

B ut in  a c t u a l  l i f e ,  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  a  new 

s ta n d a r d  o r  new c o n te n t  to  t h e  v i r t u e s  ( a s  opposed  to  th e  

m ores o r  m o ra ls  o f a  community) i s  f r e q u e n t ly  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  

th o s e  who f a l l  be lo w  an d  th o s e  who r i s e  ab o v e  may b e  s o c i a l ­

l y  c r u c i f i e d  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  J e s u s  a n d  th e  two m a le f a c to r s  w ere  

p h y s i c a l ly  c r u c i f i e d  t o g e t h e r .  T h is  i s  th e  B i b l i c a l  " s to n ­

in g  o f  th e  p r o p h e t s " ,  th e  n e x t  g e n e r a t io n  h o ld in g  them  i n  

h o n o r an d  r e n d e r in g  them  l i p  s e r v i c e ,  w h ile  t h e  l i p  s e r v i c e  

r e n d e r in g  g e n e r a t io n  i s  i t s e l f  s to n in g  t h e  p r o p h e ts  o f  i t s  

own d a y .  I n  su c h  c a s e s ,  a s  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  J e s u s ,  some w i l l  

a c c e p t  th e  new s t a n d a r d ,  th e  new i n s i g h t ,  th e  new c o n te n t  

to  v i r t u e  an d  th e r e b y  becom e t h e  m o ra l le a v e n  o f  th e  com­

m u n ity  and s o c i e t y ,  and o th e r s  w i l l  w o rs h ip  h im , s a y in g ,  

" l o r d ,  l o r d "  and  y e t  re m a in  b l i n d  o r  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  h i s  i n ­

s ig h t s *

T h u s, f o r  A r i s t o t l e * s  m e th o d , t h e  meam i s  n o t  j u s t  

a n o th e r  name f o r  th e  m o ra ls  o f  a  com m unity , b u t  ( t h e o r e t i -
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e a l l y )  i t  g iv e s  (on  a  s p e c i f i c  o c c a s io n )  q u a n t i t a t i v e  co n ­

t e n t  t o  a  v i r t u e .  The v i r t u e s  ( a s  names f o r  th e  m o ra l 

g e n e r a l i t i e s  o f  custom ) e x i s t  i n  t h e  common v o c a b u la ry  o f 

m ank ind . By em ploy ing  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  m ean th e  c o n te n t  

o f  a  v i r t u e  i s  r a t i o n a l l y  d e te rm in e d  i n  a  g iv e n  c a s e .  

T hrough  em ploym ent o f  th e  m ean, when c o n f ro n te d  b y  a  co n ­

te m p la te d  e x p e r ie n c e  w h e re in  th e  a g e n t  m ust an sw ers  What 

o u g h t I  to  do? and w here t h i s  c an  b e  an sw ered  i n  te rm s  o f  

q u a n t i t y  o r  d e g re e ,  he g iv e s  c o n te n t  t o  th e  v i r t u e  c a l l e d  

f o r  by  em p loy ing  th e  d o c t r i n e . 1

Boes t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  mean make a  d e f i n i t e  con­

t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  G reek  i d e a  o f  harm ony, o r d e r ,  and  

to  th e  J u s t i c e  o f  P l a t o ,  o r  i s  t h e  mean m e re ly  to  b e  u n d e r ­

s to o d  i n  te rm s  o f  them ?

We may r e g a r d  P l a t o  a s  t h e  e x p o n e n t o f  harm ony and  

o r d e r .  C om paring P l a to * s  j u s t i c e  a n d  harm ony and A r i s t o ­

t l e *  s d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  m ean, we may s a y  t h a t  P l a to * s  j u s t i e e  

and  harm ony a r e  t o  A r i s t o t l e ’ s mean a s  a  la n d s c a p e  p a i n t i n g  

i s  t o  a  map.

E ach  i s  c h a r t i n g  t h e  same c o u n try ,  one i n  b ro a d  and  

g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e ,  ( P la to )  r e d u c in g  t h e  c a r d i n a l  v i r t u e s  to  

f o u r ,  w h ich  p r i v i l e g e  may b e  g r a n t e d  P la t©  a s  a  la n d s c a p e  

p a i n t e r  w i t h in  th e  e t h i c a l  f i e l d  o f  d i s c o u r s e .  A r i s t o t l e ,  

on th e  o th e r  h a n d , i s  r a t h e r  c o n s t r u c t in g  a  m ap, w i th  d e ­

t a i l e d  s k e tc h e s  o f  th e  num erous d e t a i l s  i n  and  o f  th e
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e t h i c a l  t e r r a i n .  T h is  i s  th e  im provem ent upon  P l a t o ' s

a n a l y s i s  o f  j u s t i c e  i n  th e  s o u l  by w h ic h  "he i n  f a c t  l a r g e -
1

l y  s p o i l e d  i t . "  S p o i le d  i t ,  a s  a  w ork  o f  a r t  i s  s p o i l e d  

when i t s  d e t a i l s  a r e  v iew ed  in  a  c lo s e - u p  and  th e  p ig m e n ts  

o r  m a t e r i a l  a n a ly z e d  i n to  i t s  com ponent p a r t s ,  o r  a s  any  

g e n e r a l i t y  i s  s p o i l e d  when one t a k e s  th e  t r o u b l e  and  e f f o r t  

to  go imt® p a r t i c u l a r s .

B o th  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  s t a t e ,  and  

th e  p la c e  o f man i n  th e  s t a t e ,  b o th  c o n s id e r in g  t h e  s t a t e  

to  be  m ore im p o r ta n t  th a n  any one i n d i v i d u a l .  P o r  P l a t o ,  

th e  e t h i c a l  p ro b lem  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  man 

i s  se e n  and  v iew ed  th ro u g h  th e  m ic ro sc o p e  o f  th e  s t a t e .  

S t a t e  e t h i c s  i s  i n d iv i d u a l  e t h i c s  w r i t  l a r g e ,  o r  r a t h e r ,  

th e  i n d iv i d u a l  i s  r e g a r d e d  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  s t a t e  e t h i c s .  

P l a t o  b e g in s  w i th  a n  i d e a l  s t a t e ,  th e  R e p u b l ic ,  and  f ro m  

t h a t  d ed u ce s  i n d iv i d u a l  e t h i c s  an d  m o r a l i t y .  H is u l t i m a t e  

c o n c e rn  i s  j u s t i c e .  A r i s t o t l e  d e s ig n a te s  P l a t o ’ s j u s t i c e  

a s  " v i r t u e  i n  g e n e r a l . "

A s t a t e  a r i s e s  from  t h e  common n eed  f o r  a d j u s t i n g  

th e  r e l a t i o n s  among v a r io u s  p e o p le  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  who 

f i n d  i t  to  t h e i r  m u tu a l a d v a n ta g e  to  have  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  

l a b o r ,  a  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n .  As t h e  l a t t e r  becom es

1 -  H .¥ .B *J@ seph, J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P h i l ­
o so p h y , V ol I I  A p r i l  1934 , pp 1 6 8 -1 8 1 . A r i s t o t l e ' s  d e f ­
i n i t i o n  o f m o ra l v i r t u e ,  and  P l a t o ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  j u s t i c e  
i n  th e  s o u l .
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a c t u a l i z e d ,  i n n e r  v i t a l i t y  and i n t e r n a l  harm ony r e s u l t .

T h is  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  f u n c t io n  and  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  l e a d s  

to  th e  f o u r  c a r d i n a l  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  w h o le , v iz *  

w isdom , c o u ra g e , tem p eran ce  send j u s t i c e .  Wisdom i s  d i r e c t ­

iv e  and  d e l i b e r a t i v e ,  th e  s o u rc e  o f  w is e  g o v e rn m e n t, and  i s  

th e  s p e c i a l  v i r t u e  o f  th e  r u l i n g  c l a s s .  C ourage i s  t h e  

c l a s s  v i r t u e  o f  th e  s o l d i e r y ,  b e in g  e q u iv a le n t  t o  a b i l i t y  

and w i l l i n g n e s s  to  a c t  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  c o n v ic t io n s  p r e ­

v io u s ly  fo rm ed  by  r i g h t  e d u c a t io n .  I t  i n c lu d e s  m o ra l a n d  

p h y s i c a l  c o u ra g e . Tem perance i s  th e  v i r t u e  o f o r d e r ,  o f  

s e l f - c o n t r o l  o r  harm ony; com pared by P l a to  to  t h e  p ro p e r  

tu n in g  o f  th e  s t r i n g s  o f  a  l y r e .  J u s t i c e  in c lu d e s  a l l  t h r e e  

and  i s  m ore b e s i d e s ,  i t  b e in g  r e a l i z e d  when th e  s o l d i e r s  

f i g h t  b r a v e l y ,  when th e  i n d u s t r i a l  c l a s s  i s  t h r i f t y  and i n ­

d u s t r i o u s ,  when th e  r u l e r s  g o v e rn  w i s e ly ,  a l l  b e in g  o b ed ­

i e n t  to  r e a s o n  t h a t  g o v e rn s . E x t e r n a l l y ,  i t  i s  th e  p e r f e c t  

consum m ation  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r ,  d o in g  y o u r  own b u s i ­

n e s s  and  n o t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i th  o th e r  p r o p l e .  J u s t i c e  i s  a  

c o m b in a tio n  o f i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s t r e n g t h  and  u n i t y  corabinedo 

I t  i s  c o m p le te  v i r t u e .

I n  s o c i e ty  th e n  t h e r e  i s  a, " w e h r - s ta n d , a  l e h r -  

s ta n d  and a  n a h r - s t a n d ,"  l i k e  u n to  th e  t h r e e  e s t a t e s  o f 

m e d ie v a l t im e s ,  to  w i t :  " c r a t o r e s ,  b e l l a t o r e s  and  l a b o r a -
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1
t o r e s . ” The t h r e e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  d i s t i n c t  a s  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e

e x t e r n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  P l a t o .  S p i r i t ,  r e a s o n

and  d e s i r e  b e in g  e a c h  p r e s e n t  i n  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  s t a t e

i s  re g a rd e d  a s  a  human g i a n t ,  a s  a  l a r g e r  c o u n te r p a r t  to

i n d iv i d u a l  m an, w i th  th e  d e f e c t i v e  p r o v i s o ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  i n

th e  s t a t e  e a c h  man i s  l im i t e d  to  sen a s p e c t  w h ic h  c o r re s p o n d s

to  one e le m e n t o f  h i s  s e l f  o n iy .  Those who a r e  p la c e d  i n

th e  d e s i r e  o r  s p i r i t  c l a s s  m ust a b n e g a te  t h e i r  own r e a s o n

and su b m it t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  e l a s s  o r  be  damned i f  th e y

d o n ’ t .  The e x t e r n a l  r e a s o n  o f  th e  p e r f e c t  g u a rd ia n  m ust be

h i s  r e a s o n .  E ach  o f  th e  p s y c h ic a l  e le m e n ts  i n  man i s  tu rn e d

i n t o  a  s e p a r a t e  s o c i a l  c l a s s .  P l a t o ’ s i d e a l  i s  t h a t  f o r  eash

"my s t a t i o n  and i t s  d u t i e s  a s  a s s ig n e d  to  me b y  t h e  p e r f e c t

re a s o n  o f  my g u a rd ia n ” s h a l l  b e  my c h ie f  an d  o n ly  c o n c e rn .
2

I t  i s  Goethe®s Hmache e in  O rgan a u s  d i r ” i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

l i f e ,  even  th o u g h  w i t h in  t h e  l i m i t s  o f t h e  " o r g a n e x is te n z ” 

he may l i v e  w i th  h i s  w hole  m in d . B u t h i s  r e a s o n  a s  a n  i n ­

d i v id u a l  man, i s  d e te rm in e d  to  a  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  to  h im s e lf  

o f  h i s  p la c e  i n  th e  s t a t e .  H is re a s o n  i s  f r e e  o n ly  i n  so  f a r  

a s  i t  may a d j u s t  i t s e l f  t o ,  o r  r a t i o n a l i z e  to  i t s e l f  t h a t  

th e  s t a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  i n  w h ich  i t  f in d s  i t s e l f  i s  good f o r  

i t s e l f ,  e te *

1 -  B a r b e r ’ s T e rm in o lo g y , P o l i t i c a l  T hought o f  P l a to  and
A r i s t o t l e ,  p 112 .

2 -  I b i d .  p 1 1 7 . ,
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To th e  th r e e  e l a s s e s  i n  th e  s t a t e  c o r re s p o n d  f o r  

P l a to  th e  th r e e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  so u l*  r e a s o n ,  s p i r i t e d  

e m o tio n  and  d e s i r e .  E ach  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  e le m e n t i n  human 

n a t u r e ,  whose v i r t u e  c o n s i s t s  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  p ro p e r  

f u n c t i o n .  Wisdom i s  th e  s p e c i a l  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l  

p a r t ,  w ourage o f  th e  e m o t io n a l .  Slemperanee i s  th e  o b e d i­

en ce  o f  th e  e m o tio n s  and  d e s i r e  to  r e a s o n ,  w h ile  j u s t i c e  

i s  th e  harm o n io u s e x e r c i s e  o f  i n t e l l e c t ,  e m o tio n  and  d e s i r e  

u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  r e a s o n .  I t  i s  t o  th e  s o u l  w hat h e a l th  

i s  to  th e  "body.

A r i s t o t l e  i s  a l s o  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  man i n  s o c i e t y ,  

c o n s id e r in g  p o l i t i c s  th e  h ig h e s t  o f  a l l  th e  s c i e n c e s .  B u t 

i n s t e a d  o f  b e g in n in g  w i t h  th e  s t a t e ,  he b e g in s  w i t h  th e  i n ­

d i v i d u a l ,  i n q u i r e s  a s  to  t h e  good f o r  m an, h i s  f u n c t io n  a s  

a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  an d  th e n  c o n c e rn s  h im s e lf  w i t h  e o n s t r u e in g  

th e  h in d  ©f a  s t a t e  t h a t  s h a l l  mahe th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  

man*s f u n c t io n  p o s s i b l e .  He c o n s id e r s  e t h i c s  a s  p r i o r  to  

p o l i t i c s .  B u t i n  h i s  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  e t h i c s ,  P l a to  s u p p lie s  

h im  w i th  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  an d  m ore b e s i d e s .

The d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  mean i s  an  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  and  a  

d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  P l a to n i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  tem p eran ce  a n d  j u s t ­

i c e  a s  expounded i n  th e  R e p u b l ic ,  and  o f  t h e  harm ony th e o ry  

p ropounded  in  th e  P h i l e b u s .
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I n  th e  P h i le b u s  S o c r a te s  s u g g e s ts  " th e  d i v i s i o n  o f
1

a l l  t h in g s  i n to  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  G la s s e s "  to  w its  th e  f i n i t e ,  

th e  i n f i n i t e ,  th e  u n io n  o f  th e  two and  th e  e a u se  o f  th e  

u n io n *  A n y th in g  t h a t  i s ,  c an  h e  p la c e d  i n t o  one o r  th e  

o th e r  o f  t h e s e  e l a s s e s .  H ere th e  P y th a g o re a n  a p e i r o n ,  th e  

u n l im i te d ,  d e f i n i t e l y  e n t e r s  i n .  L im it  m eans d e te r m in a ­

t i o n ,  num ber, r a t i o ,  m e a su re . The "m ixed c la ss '*  d e s ig n a te s

a  p r e c i s e  an d  d e f i n i t e l y  d e te rm in e d  m ag n itu d e  o r  i n t e n s i t y
2

o f  a n y  q u a l i t y .  T hus: i t  i s  n o te d  t h a t  h e a l t h  o f  th e

b o d y , p ro p e r  a ttm n em en t i n  m u s ic , b e a u ty ,  o r  p r o p o r t io n  i n  

body o r  f a c e ,  h e a l t h  and  good c l im a te ,  a l l  depend upon  th e  

im p o s i t io n  o f  a  l i m i t ,  o r  r a t i o  o r  p r o p o r t io n  upon  an  

a p e i r o n .  T h is  a s p e c t  i n  P l a t o ,  t o g e th e r  w i th  th e  "m ixed 

l i f e "  ( i n c lu d in g  b o th  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t y  and a g re e a b le  

f e e l i n g )  fo rm s th e  d i r e c t  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  f o r  A r i s t o t l e * s  

d o c t r in e  o f  th e  m ean. He u s e d  P l a t o ' s  v e ry  w ords i n  l e a d ­

in g  up  to  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  E t h i c s .
3I n  th e  S ta te s m a n , e x c e s s  an d  d e f e e t  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  

in t r o d u c e d  in  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  "good a n d  bad  m en ," h a b i tu a ­

t i o n  to  th e  mean b e in g  th e  m ark o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  good

and b ad  men, t h i s  b e in g  a p p l i c a b l e  to  t h e i r  sp e e c h  and  i n

1 -  J e w e t t* s  T r a n s l a t i o n ,  p 2 3 .

2 *" P h i l e b a s  25 and  2 6 , p 5 9 2 , T o l 4 ,  D ia lo g u e s  o f  P la t©
t r a n s l a t e d  by J o w e t t .

3 -  I b i d ,  p 283 .
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t h e i r  a c t i o n .  The e x is te n c e  o f t h e  a r t s  i s  h e re  regarded!

a s  a b s o l u t e ly  d e p e n d e n t upon a  mean s t a n d a r d .

" l o r  a l l  th e s e  a r t s  a r e  on th e  w a tc h  a g a i n s t  e x c e s s  and 
d e f e c t ,  n o t  a s  u n r e a l i t i e s ,  b u t  a s  r e a l  e v i l s ,  w h ich  
o c c a s io n  a  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a c t io n ?  and  th e  e x c e l l e n c e  ©r 
b e a u ty  o f  e v e ry  w ork o f  a r t  i s  due t o  t h i s  o b se rv a n c e  
o f  m e a su re ."  1

"T h ere  a r e  two d i v i s i o n s  o f th e  a r t  o f  m easu rem en t; th e  
f i r s t  com pares e x c e s s  an d  d e fe c t;  w i th  e a c h  o th e r?  th e  
seco n d  com pares them  w i t h  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  m ean ."

A g a in , i n  th e  "S ta te sm a n "  th e  " b r a v e ,"  "ca lm " and
2

" te m p e ra te  man" i s  p r a i s e d ,  b u t  S t r a n g e r  r e p l i e s s

"B ut w hen, on th e  o th e r  h a n d , e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  i s  o u t  o f  
p l a c e ,  th e  names o f  e i t h e r  a r e  ch an g ed  i n to  te rm s  o f 
c e n s u r e ."

Young S o c r a t e s ; "How so?"

S tr a n g e r?  "Too g r e a t  s h a rp n e s s  o r  q u ic k n e s s  o r  h a rd n e s s  
""" i s  te rm ed  v io le n c e  o r  m ad n ess; to o  g r e a t  s lo w n e ss  o r  g e n t l e ­

n e s s  i s  c a l l e d  c o w ard ice  o r  s l u g g i s h n e s s ;  and  we may @b- 
s e r v e ,  t h a t  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s ,  an d  t h e  
tem p era n ce  and m a n lin e s s  o f th e  o p p o s i te  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  
a r r a y e d  a s  enem ies o n  o p p o s i te  s i d e s . "  3

P l a to  b e g in s  w i t h  a  U to p ia n  s t a t e ,  and  f i t s  th e  i n ­

d i v id u a l  i n t o  i t #  By t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  r e d u c in g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  

v i r t u e s  to  t h r e e  (w isdom , e o u ra g e  and tem p era n ce ) whose 

p r o p e r  f u n c t io n in g  and  c o o r d in a t io n  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  f o u r t h  

( j u s t i c e ) , he  h a s  fo rm u la te d  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  s t a t e  e t h i c s

1 -  A. E . T a y lo r ,  P l a t o , p 4 8 4 .

2 -  I b i d .  p  3 0 6 .

3 -  I b i d .  p 3 0 7 .
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w h ic h  i s  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  e t h i c s  w r i t  l a r g e .  T© even "begin 

to  p u t  h i s  th e o r y  i n to  p r a c t i c e  he m ust n e ed s  se n d  a l l  th e  

e ld e r s  to  th e  c o u n try  and p r a c t i c e  s t a t e  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  

to  th e  ’♦n th” d e g re e .

A r i s t o t l e  to o  c o n s id e r s  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  a s  the 

h i g h e s t ,  i n  v i r t u e  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  

th e  good o f  m ank ind . Y e t ,  s in c e  th e  s t a t e  i s  com posed ©f 

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  one p a r t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  t a k e s  th e  fo rm  

o f  a n  i n q u i r y  i n t o  in d iv id u a l  g o o d , so f a r  a s  i t  i s  a t ­

t a i n a b l e  by a c t i o n ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  l i e s  w i th  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .

He d o e s  n@t h o ld  to  th e  d e te rm in ism  o f  know ledge a s  do es 

S o c r a t e s ,  b u t  know ledge in  th e  s e n s e  o f a p p re h e n d in g  does 

fo rm  a  d e f i n i t e  p a r t  o f  v i r t u e ,  so t h a t  "no k n o w led g e , no 

v i r t u e .* 1 The g iv in g  o f  i n s i g h t  i n to  t h e  v i r t u e ,  w i th o u t  

w h ich  th e  v i r t u e  c a n n o t b e  a c t u a l i z e d ,  th u s  b a s in g  h i s  

m ethodo logy  upon more c o m p reh en s iv e  p sy c h o lo g y , an d  c o n c e rn ­

in g  h im s e l f  w i th  th e  d e t a i l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  th e  good 

f o r  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  man l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  h i s  f e l l o w s ,  

i s  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  e t h i c a l  i n q u i r y  o f  

A r i s t o t l e .  As su c h  he a p p l i e s  t o  e t h i c s  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  

harm ony * o f f  th e  m ixed l i f e ,  an d  th e  mean i n  a r t  w hich  w as 

to u c h e d  upon i n  th e  R h i le h u s ,  th e  R e p u b lic  a n d  t h e  S t a t e s ­

man by  P l a t o ,  and  a t t e m p ts  to  g iv e  d e f i n i t e  a n d  p r e c i s e  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  and d e l i n e a t i o n  to  v i r t u e  i n  i t s  f a r  f lu n g  

ra n g e  an d  s e t t i n g  by  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  m ean. H ere i s
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e v id e n t  th e  r e a s o n  why P l a t o ’ s harm ony c a n n o t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  

w i th  A r i s t o t l e ’ s m ean.

E m p ir ic a l  man i s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c t ,  

n o t  * W i-d e p a r tm e n ta l iz e d M i n t o  an  a p p e t i t i v e ,  an  e m o tio n a l 

o r  v o l i t i o n a l ,  and  a  r e a s o n in g  d e p a r tm e n t ,  w i th  a  d i s t i n e t -  

iv e n e s s  and  c l a r i t y  and  d e c i s iv e n e s s  smch t h a t  l i k e  " a l l  

<Jaul" i t  i s  d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s ,  w i t h  a  v i r t u e  f o r  e a c h  

p a r t .  A r i s t o t l e ’ s i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o m p re h en s iv e  p sy c h o lo g y  

i n t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  th e  good  f o r  m an, i s  h u t  one in s t a n c e  o f  

h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r .  B e g in n in g  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  

p o t e n t i a l  e x c e l le n c e  ( a r e t e ) ,  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  w h ich  i s  h i s  

p r im a ry  c o n c e rn , h i s  s t a t e  i s  h e n c e f o r th  t h e r e  f o r  th e  i n ­

d i v i d u a l .

P l a to  and A r i s t o t l e  a g r e e ,  and  r i g h t l y ,  t h a t  th e  

w o rld  n e ed s  t o  h e  g o v e rn e d  h y  th e  w i s e s t ,  h u t  f o r  know ledge  

a s  t o  w h e re in  t h a t  w isdom  w h ich  le a d s  t o  e x c e l le n c e  con­

s i s t s ,  and  th e  s t e p s  to w a rd s  a t t a i n i n g  i t ,  we t u r n  to  A r i s ­

t o t l e  r a t h e r  th a n  P l a t o .  A r i s t o t l e ’ s c o n e e rn  i s  th e  f u l l  

d ev e lo p m en t o f  loan’ s c a p a c i t i e s .

H is v iew  o f  th e  w o r ld  and  i t s  c o n te n t s  i s  i n d i v i d ­

u a l !  s t i c a l l y  t e l e o l o g i c a l ,  r a t h e r  th a n  h a v in g  a. " s i n g l e  

t e l e o l o g y . "  T hus, i n s t e a d  o f h a v in g  a  s i n g l e  end  o f  a l l  

h e in g ,  l i k e  P l a t o ’ s id e a  o f  th e  g o o d , A r i s t o t l e  b e l i e v e s  

i n  s i n g l e  e n d s , i . e .  i n  th e  c a se  o f man, i n  a  s i n g l e  end  o f  

human, a c t i o n ,  v iz *  th e  human good . To a c t  f o r  t h i s  end  i s
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t o  a c t  t e l e o l o g i c a l l y ,  I s  t o  a c t  r a t i o n a l l y .  To a e t  r a t i o n ­

a l l y  I s  to  a c t  m o r a l ly .  To a c t  ‘both, r a t i o n a l l y  a n d  m o ra l ly  

i s  to  a c t  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  mean r e l a t i v e  

to  u s .

F o r  P l a to  th u s  t h e  h ig h e s t  good f o r  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  

c o n s i s t s  i n  so l i v i n g  a s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  c o n s c io u s ly  o rg an ic  

p o r t i o n  o f  th e  w ho le  ( th e  h ig h e s t  good o f  th e  u n iv e r s e )  and  

i n  so l i v i n g  to  r e a l i z e  h i s  own d e e p e s t  h a p p in e s s  and  w e l l -  

b e in g .

F o r  A r i s t o t l e  t h e  c o n c e rn  i s  n o t  w ith  r e a l i z i n g  th e  

te o lo g y  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  a lo n e ,  h u t  w i t h  man th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

l i v i n g  i n  th e  s o c i e t y  o f  h i s  f e l l o w s ,  r e a l i z i n g  th e  t e l e o ­

lo g y  o f  h i s  s p e c i e s * w h ic h  l a t t e r  i s  r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  

a c c o rd  w i th  v i r t u e ,  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  w h ich  l a t t e r  i s  a  s t a t e  

o f  c h a r a c t e r  w h ich  c h o o se s  th e  m ean.

b -  The Mean i n  O p e ra t io n .

I n  t h i s  s e c t io n  th e  w r i t e r  s e e k s  to  show th e  w id e r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  w h ich  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f t h e  mean m akes a s  a n  a id  

to  c o n d u c t , and how co n d u c t i s  c l a s s i f i e d  when th e  d o c t r i n e  

i s  em ployed .

The in d iv i d u a l  e m p lo y in g  A r i s t o t l e 1s m ethod o f e th ic s  

w i l l  have w e l l - b e in g  a s  th e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  c o n d u c t .  He 

a c t s  on t h e  a ssu m p tio n  t h a t  e o n d u c t ,  a c t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  su c h  

a s  c o n t r i b u te  to  w e l l - b e in g  a r e ,  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  m eans a s
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"between a  ra n g e  o f  e x e e s s  an d  a  ra n g e  o f  d e f e c t ,  "between 

a l l  and o n e , y e a  s a y in g  a n d  nay s a y in g .  T h is  i s  n o t  an a b ­

s o l u t e  c o n d i t io n  "but th e  g e n e r a l  and  th e  m ost u s u a l  o n e .

I t  i s  u s u a l ly  th e  c a s e ,  n o t  a d m i t t in g  o f  r ig o r o u s  u l t im a e y ,
1

t h e r e  "being e x c e p t io n s .

The Condi t i o n a l l y  P e r m is s ib le  

Hence* t h e  m ost g e n e r a l  q u e s t io n  t h a t  an  a g e n t  can  

a s h  h im s e lf  i n  a  c o n te m p la te d  o r  p r e s e n t  e x p e r ie n c e  is *

What i s  th e  mean i n  t h i s  a c t i o n  o r  p a s s io n ?  I f ,  i n  a s c e r ­

t a i n i n g  th e  ra n g e  o f p o t e n t i a l i t y  i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  f o r  th e  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  hand  t h e r e  i s  a  maximum w h ic h  i s  e x c e s s  an d  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  minimum w h ich  i s  d e f e e t ,  i t  w i l l  be s e l f -  

e v id e n t  to  th e  a g e n t  t h a t  t h e  p a s s io n  o r  a c t i o n  h a s  a  m ean. 

A l l  su ch  a c t io n s  and p a s s io n s  a s  hav e  a  mean t h a t  i s  th e  

c h o ic e  o f  v i r t u e  on th e  p a r t  o f  sa g iv e n  a g e n t  i n  a  g iv e n  

c irc u m s ta f tc e ,  we s h a l l  d e s ig n a te  a s  b e lo n g in g  to  t h e  c l a s s  

o f  th e  c o n d i t i o n a l ly  p e r m i s s ib l e .  I t  i s  w i t h in  t h i s  c l a s s  

o f  a c t s  and  p a s s io n s  t h a t  th e  mean h as  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

and  i n  a  s e n s e ,  s t r i c t l y  c o n s id e r e d ,  o n ly  h e r e .  Once a  

p o s s ib l e  e x e e s s  ahd  a  p o s s ib l e  d e f e c t  a r e  r e c o g n iz e d ,  th e n  

A r i s t o t l e ' s  te c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  mean i s  i n  © rd e r . 

A c o n d i t i o n a l ly  p e r m is s ib le  s t a t e  o r  a e t i o n  i s  n o t  i n  i t ­

s e l f  and  i n  a l l  d e g re e s  b a d , b u t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  good  o r  l a d ,

1 -  1 .  ¥ .  1107a 9 .
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i t s  p o t e n t i a l  gooxiness b e in g  a c t u a l i z e d  when th e  mean i s  

c h o se n . E x c e s s ,  d e f e c t ,  and  th e  m ean , a r e  made o f  th e  s e l f  

same s t u f f ,  b u t  d i f f e r  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ,  and  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  

to  th e  end c h o se n , q u a l i t a t i v e l y .  A lth o u g h  i t  i s  o n ly  i n  

t h i s  re a lm  t h a t  th e  mean h a s  i t s  f u l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  th e  

d o c t r in e  o f  th e  mean a l s o  makes a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  when no mean 

i s  in v o lv e d .  (

The C la s s  o f  I f a n -p e rm is s ib le s  

When i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no mean i n  th e  

a c t i o n  o r  p a s s io n ,  o r  t h a t  e v e n  a  minimum am ount o r  d e g re e  

w ould  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  th e  a g e n t 's  w e l l - b e in g  ( i n  s o c i e t y ,  

w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a l l  o f  l i f e ) ,  su c h  an  a c t  o r  s t a t e  m ust 

be  d e s ig n a te d  a s  b e in g  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  a  n o n - p e r m is s ib le ,  

and  a s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  c l a s s  o f  t h e  n o n - p e r m is s ib le  f o r  

t h a t  a g e n t ,  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  cirem m - 

s t a n c e s .  To choose  su c h  a  n o n - p e r m is s ib le  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  and  

w i th  know ledge t h a t  i t  i s  s u c h , i s  a  v i c e ,  th e  a g e n t  be ing , 

d en o m in a ted  v i c i o u s ,  l o r  a n  a g e n t  accu sto m ed  to  m aking 

m o ra l c h o ic e s  and  d e c i s io n s  t h e r e  i s  a  d e f i n i t e  c l a s s  o f  

su c h  a c t s  and  p a s s io n s  w h ic h  a r e  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s .  B u t t h i s  

c l a s s  i s  n o t  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  same a t  a l l  t im e s  f o r  t h e  same 

p e r s o n ,  n o r  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  p e rs o n s  a t  t h e  same t im e ,  an d  

n e i t h e r  th e  same f o r  a l l  p e o p le .  T h is  re a lm  o f  t h e  n o n - 

p e r m is s ib le s  fo rm s  i n  A r i s t o t l e ' s  m ethod a  c l a s s  o f  p a s s io n s  

o r  a c t io n s  w h ic h  ta k e s  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  tabo®  o f  p r i m i t i v e
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s o c i e t y .  F o r  A r i s t o t l e  i t  i s  th e  c l a s s  o f  th e  e t h i c a l  

t a b o o s . A c ts ,  p a s s io n s ,  and  f e e l i n g s  w h ich  n eed  s u p p r e s s ­

io n  c o m p le te ly  a t  a  g iv e n  tim e  and  i n  a  g iv e n  c i r c u m s ta n c e ,  

come f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g  i n  th e  c l a s s  o f  th e  n o n - p e r m is s i ­

b l e s .

I n  t h i s  r e a lm , t h e  f a c t  o f  th e  n o n - e x is te n c e  o f  a  

mean i s  g e n e r a l l y  t o  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  a c t  i s  a  n o n - 

p e r m is s ib le  f o r  a  man s e e k in g  w e l l - b e in g ,  o r  i n  r a r e  c a s e s  

i t  may b e  an  i n s ta n c e  w here t h e  ex trem e i s  t h e  e h o ic e  o f  

v i r t u e ,  i * e .  I s  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g .

Bealm  o f  U o n - a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f t h e  Mean

T here  a r e  a l s o  e a s e s  w h e re in  t h e  t e l o s  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  

a  p a r t i c u l a r  im p u lse  s h a l l  be  e x p re s s e d  to  th e  u tm o s t ,  and  

w here th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  r i g h t  am ount i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  a  

m ean, b u t  an  e x tre m e . I n s t a n c e s  w here t h e  t e l o s  r e q u i r e s  

th e  minimum can  a l s o  e x i s t  b u t  a r e  r a r e .  T here  we may s a y  

t h a t  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  m ean, th e  a v o id a n c e  o f  d e f e a t ,  l e a d s  

u s  to w ard  th e  maximum e x tre m e , u n t i l  th e  e x tre m e  i t s e l f  i s  

r e a c h e d . The a v o id a n c e  o f  d e f e a t  (one a s p e c t  o f  t h e  mean) 

i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  f i n d in g  th e  ex trem e  w h ic h  i s  n o t  a  m ean, 

b u t  i s  th e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  v i r t u o u s  man who s e e k s  t e l o s  f u l ­

f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t and a c t i v i t y .  C irc u m s ta n c e s  w h e re in  a  

v i r t u o u s  man w ould  f i n d  th e  u tm o s t i n  a n g e r  t o  b e  t e l o s  f u l ­

f i l l i n g  a r e  n o t  h a rd  t o  im a g in e . B ut t h e s e  a r e  th e  ex ­

c e p t io n  and n o t  th e  r u l e .  Hence th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  g e n e r a l i t y
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re m a in s  t h a t  v i r t u e  ( g e n e r a l ly )  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  c h o ic e  

o f  th e  m ean.

C o n tem p la ted  a c t s  o r  p a s s io n s  f o r  a  g iv e n  a g e n t  em­

p lo y in g  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  mean a t  a  g iv e n  t im e ,  i n  a  g iv e n  

e ir c u m s ta h c e ,  th e n  f a l l  i n t o  th o s e  t h r e e  c l a s s e s .  I f  t h e y ,  

on th e  o c c a s io n ,  a d m it o f  a  p o s s ib l e  e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t ,  th e y  

come u n d e r  th e  c l a s s  o f th e  c o n d i t i o n a l ly  p e r m i s s ib l e .

Then A r i s t o t l e ’ s te c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  mean i s  i n  

o r d e r .  When i t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  even  a  minimum am ount ®r 

d e g re e  o r  num ber w ould m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  w e l l - b e in g ,  (s in e ®  

w e l l - b e in g  i s  s o u g h t ) , t h a t  a c t  o r  p a s s io n  i s  a t  t h e  t im e  

a  n o n - p e r m is s ib le ,  a  c o n d i t i o - n o n - p e r m is s ib le .  When th e  

s i t u a t i o n  i s  s u c h  a s  r e q u i r e s  th e  maximum o r  minimum o f  a  

p a s s io n  o r  a c t i v i t y ,  th e  c h o ic e  o f th e  v i r t u o u s  man i s  t h a t  

minimum o r  maximum. The l a t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  th e  e x c e p t io n  

and  n o t  th e  r u l e .

An i n d iv i d u a l  i n  s o c i e t y  h a s  h i s  v a r io u s  f e e l i n g s  

and  im p u lse s  a ro u s e d  by s t i m u l i  from  w ith o u t  and w i t h i n .

I n  so f a r  a s  s i t u a t i o n s  a d m it o f  c h o ic e ,  th e  q u e s t io n  th e n  

becom es* I s  t h i s  a c t  a  n o n - p e r m is s ib le ?  I s  i t  a  c o n d i t i o -  

p e r m is s ib le ?  I s  i t  an  i n s t a n c e  w here  t h e  maximum o r  th e  

minimum i s  r e q u i r e d ?

I f  i t  i s  a  n o n - p e r m is s ib le ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  o r  im p u lse  

r e q u i r e s  c o m p le te  s u p p r e s s io n ,  o r  t h e  a c t i o n  c e s s a t i o n .

I f ,  a s  i s  r a r e ,  th e  t e l o s  r e q u i r e s  t h e  u tm o s t o f  f e e l i n g  ©r
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a c t i v i t y  o r ,  a s  i s  r a r e r  s t i l l ,  th e  minimum, t h a t  maximum 

©r minimum w i l l  he  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  v i r t u e .  I f ,  a s  i s  g e n e r ­

a l l y  th e  c a s e ,  i t  i s  a  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  p e r m i s s ib l e ,  r e v e a l i n g  

a  ra n g e  o f  e x e e s s ,  and  a l s o  ®. ra n g e  o f  d e f e c t ,  th e  a p p l i c a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  te c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  mean i s  i n  ©rdesr.

I n  th e  f o r e g o in g  th e r e  h a s  b een  no t a l k  o f  th e  

" v i r t u e s . "  We have  b een  s p e a k in g  o f t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  co n ­

d u c t .  B u t men b e in g  a l l  o f  a  k in d ,  i n  t h e  w id e s t  s e n s e ,  

and  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s  b e in g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a l i k e  t o  make t h e  

e x p e r ie n c e s  o f a n o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  u s ,  i t  becom es p o s s i ­

b l e  to  make a  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  th e  

above f o u r  d i v i s i o n s ,  and  to  sp e a k  o f  them  i n  th e  a b s t r a c t ; .  

The q u e s t io n  th e n  becom es t  Can we g iv e  d e f i n i t e  c o n te n t  

to  th o s e  c l a s s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  and  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n a l l y  p e r m is s ib le s ?  A gain  we m ust a n sw e r: Y e s , i n  

g e n e r a l .  A r i s t o t l e  im p l ie s  t h i s .  S p e a k in g  o f  th e  i n s t i n c t s

o f  m an, he s a y s s  " A l l  t h in g s  have  by  n a tu r e  so m e th in g
1

d iv in e  i n  th em ."  T h is  " d iv in e "  he seem s t o  r e g a r d  a s  a  

p o t e n t i a l  u s e f u ln e s s  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  w e l l - b e in g ,  w h ich  i s  

p o s s ib l e  o f  a c t u a l i z a t i o n .  So c o n s id e re d  we c a n  sp e a k  o f  

th e  e n t i r e  l i s t  o f  human i n s t i n c t s  and  em o tio n s  a s  b e in g  

c o n d i t i o n a l ly  p e r m i s s ib l e s .  E ach  h a s  so m e th in g  " d iv in e "  

i n  i t ,  e a c h  i s  a  p o t e n t i a l  g o o d , when c o n s id e r e d  and

1 -  E .  1153b 5 3 .
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e x p re s s e d  i n  t h e  m ean, d e g re e  o r  am o u n t. T h is  in v o lv e s  a  

y e a - s a y in g  to  e n t i r e  m an. The v i r t u e  i n  th e  re a lm  o f  th e s e  

v a r io u s  im p u lse s  have  a l l  b een  g iv e n  nam es; C ourage i n  t h e  

re a lm  o f  f e a r ,  l i b e r a l i t y  and ' t h r i f t  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  

m oney, c h a s t i t y  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e x ,  e t c .  P e o p le  i n  

d i f f e r e n t  p e r io d s  o f  h i s t o r y  have  v i r t u e s  w h ic h  s e rv e  a s  

s t a n d a r d s ;  What th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  v i r t u e  may be  i n  a  g iv e n  

age  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  v a ry  by  c u s to m . B u t A r i s t o t l e ’ s v i r ­

tu o u s  man i s  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  m e re ly  w i th  th e  c u s to m a ry  v i r t u e  

o f  h i s  p e o p le ,  b u t  b y  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean he se e k s  to  

have  th e  a g e n t  g iv e  d e f i n i t e  c o n te n t  to  t h a t  v i r t u e  i n  a  

g iv e n  c a s e ,  l e t t i n g  h i s  own judgm en t d e c id e  how much o r  how 

l i t t l e ,  i . e .  w hat i s  th e  mean? i n  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  

T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  a  m o r a l i ty  c o u ld  b e  b u i l t  up by  t h e  d o c t r in e  

o f  th e  m ean, w i th in  t e l e o l o g i c a l  e t h i c s ,  a s id e  and  a p a r t  

from  th e  v i r t u e s  a s  we know th em . B u t t o  g iv e  a  d e f i n i t e  

c o n te n t  to  a  v i r t u e  a s  b in d in g  f o r  a l l  t im e s ,  i s  m a n i f e s t l y  

im p o s s ib le .  And y e t  th e  v i r t u e s  a r e  i n  a  s e n se  p e rm a n e n t, 

(b e in g  th e  d e s i r a b l e  a c t i o n  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  im p u ls e ) ; 

we to d a y  b e in g  c o n ce rn e d  w i th  th e  same ones (among o th e r s )  

a s  w ere t h e  a n c ie n t  G re ek s .

Can we make a  l i s t  o f n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  w h ic h  a r e

and  w i l l  be  c o n s id e re d  s u c h  f o r  a l l  t im e s  and a g e s?  A r i s ­

t o t l e ,  em p loy ing  an  e t h i c  f o r  a  tim e  o f  p e a c e ,  makes up
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smell a  l i s t ,  o f  w h ic h  i n d i v i d u a l  i te m s  even  a  m inim a i n  

num ber o r  d e g r e e ,  w ould  be d e s t r u c t i v e ,  and  w h ic h  a c c o rd ­

in g ly  do n o t  ad m it o f  th e  mean t h a t  i s  th e  c h o ic e  o f  v i r t u e .  

F o r  a  tim e  o f  p e a c e ,  and  a s  a p p ly in g  t o  and i n  a  g iv e n  la n d  

©r n a t i o n ,  th e r e  o b v io u s ly  w ould  b e  c o n s id e r a b le  a g re em e n t 

r e g a r d in g  t h i s  l i s t .  The f a c t  t h a t  h u m an ity  @f a l l  t im e s  

and  a g e s  i s  u n i t e d  by  th e  bond o f  k in d  m akes th e  m o ra l p r o ­

h i b i t i o n s  and ta b o o s  o f  ev en  th e  G reeks o f  A r i s t o t l e ’ s day  

s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  u s .  F o r  A r i s t o t l e  a s  f o r  u s  t h e r e  a r e  

a c t s  and  p a s s io n s  w h ich  a lw ay s an d  a t  a l l  t im e s  ( g e n e r a l l y  

sp e a k in g )  a r e  c o n s id e re d  b a d ,  o f  w h ic h  n o t  even  a  minimum 

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  th e  w e l l - b e in g  o f  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  l i v i n g  i n  

th e  s o c i e t y  o f  f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s .  Such  a c t s  an d  s t a t e s  a r e  

d e s t r u c t i v e ,  a r e  a n t i v a l u e s ,  and  a s  su c h  a r e  p la c e d  i n  th e  

same c a te g o ry  a s  e x e e s s  an d  d e f e c t ,  b e in g  a lw ay s su c h  i n  

an  e t h i c  o f  p e a c e ,  ( i n  tim e  o r  c a s e  o f  w ar some o f  th e  

n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  o f p e a c e  m ig h t becom e, n o t  o n ly  th e  p e r ­

m i s s i b l e s  (o v e r  a g a i n s t  th e  enem y), b u t  t h e  v e ry  im p e ra ­

t i v e s )  . So to  th e  v ic e s  o f  e x e e s s  and  d e f e c t  th e n  can  be  

ad d ed  o th e r  v i c e s  w h ic h  a re  n e i t h e r  e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t  b u t  

w h ic h  a r e  l ik e w is e  i n im ic a l  t o  w e l l - b e in g  f o r  m an, th e  

c i t i z e n .

w -  F o r  some a c t io n s  have names t h a t  a l r e a d y  im p ly  b a d ­
n e s s ,  e . g .  s p i t e ,  s h a m e le s s n e s s ,  en v y , and  i n  th e  c a s e  
o f  a c t i o n ,  a d u l te r y *  m u rd e r , t h e f t ;  f o r  a l l  o f  th e s e
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and. su ch  l i k e  t h i n g s ,  im p ly  "by t h e i r  names t h a t  th e y  
a r e  th e m se lv e s  h a d , and  n o t  th e  e x c e s s e s  o r  d e f i c i e n ­
c i e s  o f  th em .*  1

R e g a rd in g  th e  a b o v e , A r i s t o t l e  s a y s  i t  i s  n e v e r

p o s s ib l e  t o  be  r i g h t .

w -  one m ust a lw ay s b e  w rong . F o r  d o e s  t h e  g o o d n e ss  o r  
th e  b a d n e ss  o f  th e  a c t  depend  upon c o m m ittin g  a d u l t e r y  
w i th  th e  r i g h t  woman a t  th e  r i g h t  t im e  i n  th e  r i g h t  w ay, 
b u t  s im p ly  to  do any o f  them  i s  t o  go w ro n g . I t  w ould  
be e q u a l ly  a b s u rd  th e n  to  e x p e c t  t h a t  i n  a n  u n j u s t ,  
c o w ard ly  and  v o lu p tu o u s  a c t i o n  th e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a  m ean, 
an  e x c e s s  and  a  d e f i c i e n c y ;  f o r  a t  t h a t  r a t e  t h e r e  w ould 
be  a  mean o f  e x e e s s  and d e f i c i e n c y ,  an  e x c e s s  o f e x c e s s ,  
and  a  d e f i c ie n c y  o f  d e f i c i e n c y .*  2

B e in g  a  n o n - p e r m is s ib le ,  a s  i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  some 

a c t s  and  p a s s i o n s ,  i s  w h o lly  d e p e n d e n t upon t im e ,  p la c e  and  

c i r c u m s ta n c e .  T h is  l a s t  c l a s s  i s  th e  c o n d i t i o - n o n - p e r m is s i -  

b l e .  A r i s t o t l e * s  l i s t  above  c o n s i s t s  o f  w h a t he  c o n s id e r s  

s ta n d in g  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s .  l o r  A r i s t o t l e  th e  suprem e v a lu e  

i s  w e l l - b e in g .  T h is  i s  th e  k in d  o f  l i f e  t h a t  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  

s e e k s ,  and  i t  i s  n o t  among th e  good th in g s  o f  l i f e .  The 

v i r t u e s  ( c o u ra g e , te m p e ra n c e , t h r i f t ,  e t c . ) ,  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  b y  re a s o n  o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  suprem e v a lu e .  

A r e a s o n a b le  b e in g  w ould  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  ch o o se  t h e s e  f o r  

th e m se lv e s*  b u t  th e y  a r e  c h o s e n , ( i n  A r i s t o t l e * s  m e th o d ) , 

e s p e c i a l l y  by  r e a s o n  o f  b e in g  c o n t r i b u to r y  to *  a d v a n c in g  th e

1 -  E . 1 .  1107a 1 0 -1 5 .

2 “ I b i d ,  1107a 1 5 -2 3 .
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a g e n t  t o ,  and  b e in g  f o r  t h e  sak e  o f  w e l l - b e in g ,  fro m  one 

p o in t  o f  v iew  th e y  a r e  e n d s ; fro m  th e  o t h e r  th e y  a r e  m eans 

to  an  e n d . B u t th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  s ta n d in g  n o n - 

p e r m is s ib le s  ( t h e f t ,  a d u l t e r y  e t e . )  i s  th e  same a s  t h a t  @f 

e x c e s s  o r  d e f e c t .  They a r e  o b s t a c l e s ,  s tu m b lin g  b lo c k s ,  

h in d r a n c e s ,  w h ich  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  w e l l - b e in g  i n  l i k e  man­

n e r  a s  e x e e s s  o r  d e f e c t .

The re a lm  o f  l i f e * s  s ta n d in g  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s ,  a s  
1

i n d i c a t e d  by A r i s t o t l e  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e

" th o u  s h a l t  n e ts "  o f  th e  commandments o f  M oses, t o  w i ts

( i n  e s s e n c e )

Thou s h a l t  n o t  k i l l  ( A r i s t o t l e  " m u rd e r " ) .

Thou s h a l t  n o t  commit a d u l t e r y  ( A r i s t o t l e  " a d u l t e r y " ) .

Thou s h a l t  n o t  s t e a l  ( A r i s t o t l e  " t h e f t " ) .

Thou s h a l t  n o t  b e a r  f a l s e  w i tn e s s  ( A r i s t o t l e  " s p i t e "  w h ic h
in d u c e s  t h i s ) .

2Thou s h a l t  n o t  c o v e t  ( A r i s t o t l e  " e n v y " ) .

T hese s ta n d in g  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  axe  w hat we may c a l l  

th e  e x p e r ie n c e d  b a d s  i n  p a s s io n  and  a c t i o n ,  c o n s t a n t ly  ob­

s e rv e d  a n t i - v a l u e s ,  f o r  a  tim e  o f  p e a c e .  The aim  i n  th e  

p r o h i b i t i o n s  i s  th e  c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  l i f e ,  f a m i ly ,  p r o p e r t y ,

r e p u t a t i o n ,  and o th e r  c o n t r ib u to r y  v a lu e s .  T hese a r e  s u f f i -

1 ~ - Ib id ,  1107a 1 0 -1 5 .

2 * E x o d u s, 2 0 , 1 3 -1 7 .
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c i e n t l y  g r ie v o u s  to  w e l l - b e in g  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o h i b i t i o n  i s

u s u a l ly  made a  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  law  o f  t h e  l a n d .  I f  w e l l -

b e in g  i s  t o  be r e a l i z e d  th e s e  m ust be  a v o id e d .

"They a r e  a c t i o n s  and f e e l i n g s  w h ic h  c a n n o t b e  m o d if ie d  
so  a s  to  fo rm  p a r t s  o f an  o r d e r l y  c h a r a c t e r  an d  l i f e ,
b u t  m ust be e r a d i c a te d  by e d u c a t io n .*  1

W hether o r  n o t  th e  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  a r e  a lw ay s  su c h , 

i s  a  q u e s t io n  t h a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e en  p a r t l y  a n sw e re d . We can  

b u t  s a y ,  i n  tim e  o f  p e a c e  th e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  a lm o s t  a lw a y s , 

s u c h . I n  tim e  o f  w a r , w i th  v i c t o r y  a s  t h e  g o a l ,  th e y  w ould 

p r a c t i c a l l y  become th e  im p e r a t iv e s  o v e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  enem y, 

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f o r  th e  p a t r i o t i c  Chinaman v s .  th e  J a p a n e s e  

“ in v a d e r .*  B ut f o r  man th e  c i t i z e n ,  i n  tim e  o f  p e a c e ,  th e

s i t u a t i o n  i s  o th e r w is e .  I f  he  be among th o s e  “h a v in g  p a r ­

e n t s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  w i f e ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s ,®  h i s  

v e ry  h a v in g  them  c r e a t e s  c e r t a i n  v a lu e s  w i th o u t  w h ic h  l i f e  

w ould  b e  i n t o l e r a b l e .  H is v e ry  s e l f  i s  bound  up  w i th  th e  

w e l l - b e in g  o f  h i s  f a m i ly ,  w i th  t h e i r  good nam e, w i th  t h e i r  

m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s io n s  i n  so f a r  a s  su ch  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e i r  

w e l l - b e in g ,  w i th  h a v in g  th e  c o n f id e n c e ,  r e s p e c t  and  good  

w i l l  o f  th e  members o f  the  f a m i ly  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  e a c h  © th e r . 

W hatever i s  i n im i c a l  t o  th e  w e l l - b e in g  o f  h i s  f a m ily  and

1 , -  J .  D. S te w a r t ,  Op. C it*  V o l. 1 , p 10 . 
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w hoever t r e s p a s s e s  a g a i n s t  them , a ro u s e s  t h e  i n s t i n c t s  o f

th e  p o s s e s s o r ,  among them  a n g e r ,, h a t r e d ,  j e a l o u s y ,  d e s i r e

f o r  r e v e n g e .  The n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  a r e  o f  t h a t  k in d ,  a r e

s t a t e s  an d  p a s s io n s  w h ic h  t h r e a t e n  v a lu e s ,  o r  d e p r iv e  o f

v a lu e s  a n d  in  so  d o in g  a ro u s e  t h e  p a s s io n s  and  i n s t i n c t s
1

w h ieh  c a l l  i n to  b e in g  " a  s t a t e  o f  w a r ,"  i f  n o t  o f  e a c h  

a g a i n s t  a l l ,  a t  l e a s t  a g a i n s t  th e  p e rs o n  who t r e s p a s s e d  

a g a i n s t  th e  r e l e v a n t  v a lu e s*

I f  we g r a n t  th e  e x i s te n c e  o f  th e  a f o r e s a i d  v a lu e s  

(hom e, f a m i ly ,  c o n f id e n c e  o f  members o f  t h e  f a m i ly ,  l i f e ,  

l i b e r t y ,  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty ,  good nam e, e t c . ) ,  and  g r a n t  

t h a t  t r e s p a s s  a g a i n s t  o r  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  su c h  i s  a  l o s s  to  

th e  p o s s e s s o r ,  and  w i l l  a ro u s e  h i s  b e l l i c o s e  p a s s io n s ,  

th e re b y  u n s e t t l i n g  th e  p e a c e  o f  t h e  com m unity , and  i f  

t h e r e  i s  ag reem en t a s  t o  w hat c o n s t i t u t e s  t r e s p a s s ,  t h e  

n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  a r e  a lw ay s w rong . E x a c t ly  w hat w i l l  be  

a  n o n -p e rm is s ib le  among a  g iv e n  p e o p le  a t  a  g iv e n  ag e  

depends o f  e o u rs e  upon t h e i r  custom s and v a l u e s ,  fro m  th e  

f i e t f p o in t  o f  A r i s t o t l e ’ s m ethod ( a s  opposed  to  i n t u i t i o n -  

ism  w h ich  c la im s  to  d i r e c t l y  p e r c e iv e  c e r t a i n  th in g s  to  b e  

" r i g h t "  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  c o n s e q u e n c e s ) , th e  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  

a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  d e te rm in e d  b y  d e f i n i t i o n ,  v iz s  C e r ta in  

v a lu e s  axe  i n i t i a l l y  p r i z e d  by  t h e  g ro u p . The g roup

1 -  Hobbes T erm in o lo g y .
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c o n s i s t s  o f  i n d iv i d u a l s  o f  a  k in d .  F o r c e f u l  o r  d e c e i t f u l  

d e p r iv a t io n  o f  th e  v a lu e s  t h a t  th ey  p r i z e  w i l l  he  i n i m i c a l  

t o  t h e i r  w e l l - b e in g .  T hey , th e  g ro u p , w i l l  i n  t u r n  w reak  

v en g ean ce  upon th e  t r e s p a s s e r  a g a i n s t  v a lu e .  The t r e s p a s s e r  

w i l l  i n  t u r n  he  d e p r iv e d  o f  h i s  s t a n d in g  i n  th e  com m unity . 

B u t w hat th o s e  v a lu e s  a r e ,  d epends upon th e  com m unity . 

C o n ju g a l f i d e l i t y  i s  w i th  some p e o p le  e x p e e te d  a n d  r e q u i r e d .  

Among th e  Eskim os ( i n  th e  c a se  o f  h o n o red  v i s i t o r s )  th e  

e a s e  i s  s a id  t o  he o th e r w is e .  O nly to  th e  fe r te n t  t h a t  a l l  

p e o p le  everyw here  have th e  same s t a n d a r d s ,  p r i z e  t h e  same 

v a lu e s ,  and  r e a c t  i n  t h e  same m anner to  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

v a lu e s ,  can  a  f i x e d  t a b l e  o f  s t a n d in g  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  b e  

fo r m u la te d .  B ut a c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  t a b l e  v a r i e s  even  a s  b e tw ee n  

c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  same com m unity. I t  i s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

r e a lm , a s  i n  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  su ch  

f i e l d s  a s  th e  h y g ie n e  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  hy­

g ie n e  o f  th e  r a c e ,  m ust come to  t h e  a i d  o f  e t h i c s .

O th e rw ise  s t a t e d ,  th o u g h  t h e  l i s t  o f  n o n - p e r m is s i ­

b l e s  m ig h t b e  v e r b a l ly  th e  sam e, t h e i r  c o n te n t  w ould  v a ry  

a s  b e tw ee n  la n d  and l a n d .  Thus a d u l t e r y  may mean one th in g  

i n  A m erica  and b e  a  sh ad e  o r  two d i f f e r e n t  i n  C h in a  o r  

F r a n c e .  E ach  p e o p le  may have a  d i f f e r e n t  sh a d e  o f  m ean ing  

f o r  a d u l t e r y ,  b u t  a l l  mean so m e th in g  by  i t  w h ich  a ro u s e s  

t h e i r  i r e .  The same a p p l i e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  w hat c o n s t i t u t e s  

t f e e f t ,  en v y , e t c .
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The same may he  s a id  o f  t h e  p e r m i s s i b l e s ,  i . e .  th e  

v i r t u e s .  E ach  c o u n try  h a s  a  v i r t u e  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  f e a r  

and  c o n f id e n c e ,  and  we w ould p o s s ib ly  t r a n s l a t e  t h a t  v i r t u e  

by  th e  name o f e o u ra g e . B u t w hat i s  c o n s id e r e d  c o u ra g e  i n  

one n a t i o n  ( J a p a n , f o r  in s t a n c e )  m ig h t he  d e n o m in a te d  b y  

a n o th e r  name i n  A m erica . L ik e w ise  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c h a s t i t y .  

T h is  le a v e s  u s  w i th  a  t a b l e  o f  p e rm is s ib le ®  ( v i r t u e s )  and  

a  t a b l e  o f  n o n - p e r m is s ib le s  ( v ic e s )  e a c h  o f  w h ieh  we r e c o g ­

n iz e  by  name a s  b e in g  o p e r a t iv e  i n  and  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to  

some p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d  o f  a c t i o n .  B u t w hat th e  c o n te n t  

th e r e o f  may be i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  i s  h a rd  t o  t e l l .

By th e  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  mean A r i s t o t l e  w ou ld  g iv e  

d e f i n i t e  c o n te n t  to  a  g iv e n  v i r t u e  a t  a  g iv e n  t im e ,  d e t e r ­

m in in g  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  j u s t  w h a t sh o u ld  c o n s t i t u t e  l i b e r a l ­

i t y  on a  g iv e n  o c c a s io n ,  by  em ploy ing  th e  te c h n iq u e  f o r  

a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  m ean, and  n o t  b y  w hat may be  th e  cu sto m ­

a ry  id e a  o f l i b e r a l i t y  i n  th e  com m unity .

S p e a k in g  a g a in  by  way o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s ib l e  g e n ­

e r a l i z a t i o n ,  p a s s i o n s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  and  a c t i o n s ,  d iv id e  them ­

s e lv e s  i n t o  th e  f o l lo w in g  c la s s e s *

The C o n d i t io - p e rm is s ib le s *  su c h  a r e  t h e  i n s t i n c t s  an d  th e  

g e n e r a l  an d  u s u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  m an, w h ich  r e q u i r e  n e i t h e r  

f u l l  e x p re s s io n  n o r  f u l l  n e g a t io n .

The V i r t u e s :  i . e .  th e  e t h i c a l l y  f m l ly  p e r m i s s ib l e .  T hese  

a r e  u s u a l l y  m eans, i n  e x c e p t io n a l  c a s e s  maximum o r  minimum.
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The C o n d i t io - n o n - p e r m is s ib le s t  E x c e ss  an d  d e f e c t  a t  a  

g iv e n  tim e  o r  o c c a s io n  ( th e s e  v a r y ) .

The S ta n d in g  N o n - p e rm is s ib le s .  T hese a r e  g e n e r a l l y  perm a­

n e n t  i n  a  s t a b l e  com m unity.
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c -  S u p p le m e n ta ry  L i s t  o f M eans ,

(T hese m eans a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  v i r t u e s  (m eso te s) g iv e n  by  A r i s t o t l e ,  b u t  t h e  sh ad es 
o f  m ean ing  in  many c a s e s  v a r y  f ro m  th o s e  e x p l i c i t l y  s e t  f o r t h  b y  A r i s t o t l e  in  h i s  
s k e le to n  l i s t ) .

The f e e l i n g .  S t a t e , 
A c tio n  o r  S u b .jec t

E x c e s s The Mean D e fe c t

C i v i l i t y G u s h in e s s
O v e r p o l i t e n e s s

C o u r te o u s n e s s  
G ra c io u s n e s s

R u d e n e ss
U n g ra c io u s n e s s

F r ie n d ly  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i th  o n e *3 fe llow m en

F a m i l i a r i t y S o c i a b i l i t y H e r m i t ic a ln e s s  
■ R e c lu s iv e n e ss*

A f f e c t io n  f o r  f e l lo w  
men

S e n t  im en t a l i  ty  
A m orousness

lo v e
l i k i n g  p e o p le

A c r im o n io u sn e s s  
A n t ip a th y

G e n e ra l a t t i t u d e  t o -  A p a th y  
w ard o n e 's  fe llow m en

Good w i l l M a lic e

Sympathy to w a rd s  s in e - 
o f fe llo w m en
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The fo r e g o in g  l i s t  o f  v i r t u e s  a r e  m eans, and  a r e  

among th o s e  commonly p r i z e d  i n  o u r own day  and a g e .  B u t i n  

s a y in g  so we a r e  s t i l l  m e a su ra b ly  i n  th e  d a rk  a s  t o  w hat 

th e  s p e c i f i c  c o n te n t  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  v i r t u e  may h e .  And 

p o s s ib ly  no two i n d iv i d u a l s  w ould  a g re e  c o m p le te ly  a s  to  

c o n te n t  on a  g iv e n  o c c a s io n .  T here  w o u ld , h o w ev er, h e  th e  

ag re em e n t t h a t  i n  e a c h  f i e l d  o f  a c t i o n  th e r e  i s ,  w i th  r e f e r ­

en ce  to  a  t e l o s ,  g e n e r a l l y  a  ra n g e  w h ich  i s  e x c e s s  and  a n ­

o t h e r  ra n g e  w h ich  i s  d e f e c t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h a t name e i t h e r  

th e  e x c e s s  o r  th e  d e f e c t  m ig h t h e  c a l l e d  h y . And i n  l i k e  

m anner t h e r e  i s  a  m ean, w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t e l o s  s o u g h t ,  

f o r  w h ich  th e  name may v a r y .  We a r e  n o t  e s s e n t i a l l y  con­

c e rn e d  w i th  th e  cu sto m ary  c o n te n t  o f  e i t h e r  th e  v i c e s  o r  

th e  v i r t u e s *  The te rm s  th e m s e lv e s  c o u ld ,  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o r  b y  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s ,  b e  u se d  v a r i a b l y .

H or a r e  we e s p e c i a l l y  c o n ce rn e d  w i th  th e  names g iv e n  to  e x ­

c e s s ,  d e f e c t ,  and  th e  mean i n  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s .  To; 

g iv e  names to  them  t h a t  a r e  s u i t a b l e  and a g r e e a b le  to  a l l ,  

i s  m a n i f e s t ly  w e l l - n i g h  an  i m p o s s i b i l i t y .  B u t t h a t  f o r  an  

a g e n t  w i t h  h i s  w e l l - b e in g  i n  m ind th e r e  i s  i n  a  g iv e n  c i r ­

cu m stan ce  g e n e r a l l y  a  ran g e  o f  e x c e s s ,  w h ic h  w ould  m i l i ­

t a t e  a g a i n s t  h im , and  a  ran g e  o f  d e f e c t  w h ic h  to  choose

w ould b e  a. v i c e ,  and  a ls o  a  mean w h ic h  i s  t e l o s  f u l - f i l l i n g ,  

to  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  common a s s e n t .  The p a r t i c u l a r  te rm  by 

w h i^ h  th e  mean i s  d e s ig n a te d  i s  n o t  th e r e b y  p r e v e n te d  fro m
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■feeing u se d  d i s p a r a g in g ly  i n  a  g iv e n  c o n te x t  th ro u g h  

euphem ism  o r  i r o n y .  B ut th e  v ic e s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  v i r t u e s  

have  i n  e a c h  c a se  a  d e f i n i t e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  r e f e r e n t ,  w h ich  

i s  e i t h e r  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  o r  n o n - t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g .  The 

n o n - t e l o s - f u i f i l l i i i g  i s  g e n e r a l l y  e i t h e r  e x c e s s  o r  d e ­

f e e t .  The t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  i s  a  m ean. The su p p le m e n ta ry  

l i s t  i s  th u s  n o t  m e re ly  a  c o n f e s s io n  o r  a  r e c o r d in g  o f  w hat 

th e  w r i t e r  i n  h i s  day  and  age  a p p ro v e s  i n  c o n d u c t and  a t t i ­

t u d e s ,  h u t  he s e e k s  to  name th e  e x c e s s ,  th e  m ean, an d  th e  

d e f e c t ,  i n  v a r io u s  s u b j e c t s  and  f i e l d s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  p a s s io n s  

and  a c t i v i e s .  T h u s, i n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  c i v i l i t y  t h e r e  i s  an  

e x c e s s  w h ich  may he  d e n o m in a te d  g u s h in e s s  o r  o v e r - p o l i t e ­

n e s s ,  sind w h ic h  i s  o f f e n s iv e ,  a s  i s  t h e  c i v i l i t y  o f  a  J a p ­

a n e s e  c i t i z e n  i f  a d o p te d  hy  an  A m erican  c i t i z e n .  T h ere  i s  

a l s o  a  l a c k  o f  c i v i l i t y  w h ich  i s  ( p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e d )  ru d e ­

n e s s ,  and  ( n e g a t iv e ly  s t a t e d )  u n g r a c io u s n e s s .  T h ere  i s  a l s o  

th e  mean i n  c i v i l i t y  w h ich  we may c a l l  g r a c io u s n e s s  and  

w h ich  e x p re s s e s  i t s e l f  in  c o u r te o u s n e s s .

T h u s, th ro u g h o u t th e  l i s t  we have i n  e a e h  in s t a n c e  

a  t h e o r e t i c a l  r a n g e  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  th e  

o u te r  re a c h e s  o f  th e  r a n g e  b e in g  t e l e o l o g i c a l  e x c e s s  ©r d e ­

f e c t ,  th e  t e l o s - f u l f  i l l i n g  l y in g  i n  a  m ean . B ut i n  s a y in g  

t h a t  a b se n c e  o f ,  o r  to o  l i t t l e  o f  c i v i l i t y  i s  ru d e n e s s  o r  

u n g r a c io u s n e s s ,  we a r e  n o t  g iv in g  th e  e n t i r e  c o n te n t  o f  

r u d e n e s s .  R udeness i s  a b se n c e  of c i v i l i t y ,  n e g a t i v e l y .
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I t  i s  a l s o  u n g r a c io u s n e s s .  B u t i s  a n  a c t i o n  ( a s  r e g a r d s  

i t s  c i v i l i t y )  r u d e ,  when i t  i s  s im p ly  l a c k in g  c o u r te s y ?

Or i s  d isp a ra g e m e n t o n ly  l a c k  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  th e  m er­

i t s  o f  o th e r s ?  Or v u l g a r i t y  m e re ly  l a c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e ­

n e s s  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  d e l i c a c y ?  I n  e a c h  c a s e  we m ust acknow - 

t h a t  a b se n c e  (d e f e c t ) i s  a  v i c e .  B u t i t  i s  a l s o  o b v io u s  

t h a t  th e  v ic e  h a s  i n  e a c h  c a se  a  p o s i t i v e  e le m e n t i n  i t  

w h ich  i s  n o t  b ro u g h t  o u t fro m  th e  v ie w p o in t  o f A r i s t o t l e * s  

m eth o d , h u t  w h ich  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  u n co n ­

s c i o u s l y  s u p p l i e s .  Mere a b se n c e  o r  d e f e c t  o f  w i w i l i t y ,  ©r 

o f  l a c k  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  th e  m e r i t s  o f o t h e r s ,  o r  l a c k  

o f  a p p r o p r ia te n e s s  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  d e l i c a c y ,  i s  r a t h e r  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  ig n o r a n c e ,  w i th  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g ,  

o r  w i th  f a u l t y  e n v iro n m e n t. B u t r u d e n e s s ,  d isp a ra g e m e n t 

and  v u l g a r i t y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s id e re d  a s  so m e th in g  p o s i ­

t i v e ,  h a v in g  ( i n  th e  c a se  o f  ru d e n e s s  an d  d isp a ra g e m e n t)  

a s  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e ,  i n s u l t  t o  o r  d e t r a c t i o n  from  th e  w o r th  

Of a n o th e r ,  p o s s ib ly  w i th  a  v iew  o f  a d d in g  l u s t e r  to  him ­

s e l f .

H ere th e n  we a r e  f a c e d  w i th  th e  f a c t  t h a t  even  

th o u g h  w i th  u s ,  a s  w i th  th e  G re e k s , t h e r e  i s  common and  f r e ­

q u e n t r e f e r e n c e  to  " to o  much11 and  wto o  l i t t l e , "  y e t  th e  

v i c e s  a r e  th o u g h t o f  a s  em bodying more t h a n  a  m ere c h o ic e  

o f  to o  much o r  to o  l i t t l e ,  a s  h a v in g  i n  them  a  p o s i t i v e  

e le m e n t .  T h is  i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  o u t  th in k in g  a lo n g  e t h i c a l
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l i n e s  i s  a f t e r  a l l  n o t  i n  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  m o ld . We have 

l e f t  b e h in d  th e  Mt r i - d e p a r tm e n ta l i z e d *  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e t h i c s  

o f  P l a to  t o g e t h e r  w i th  m ore com plex  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e t h i c s  

o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  and  i n s t e a d ,  n o rm a lly  do o u t  t h in k in g  on th e  

m ore a b s t r a c t  and m e ta p h y s ic a l  l e v e l s ,  e x c e p t  a n d  u n le s s  

we a r e  co n ce rn e d  w i t h  su c h  fu n d a m e n ta l and  b a s ic  v a lu e s  a s  

h e a l t h  o f  th e  b o d y , r e p u t a t i o n ,  and  l i v i n g  i n  p e a c e  w i th  

o u r  fe llo w m e n . The mean b e g in s  w i t h  th e  p ro m ise  o f  daw n, 

b u t  when th e  lo w e r e t h i c a l  v a lu e s  a r e  a c h ie v e d ,  th e  p o in t  

i s  re a c h e d  w h e re in  we c a n  no lo n g e r  sp e a k  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  

mean o f  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  p a s s i o n s ,  b u t  m ust r a t h e r  s p e a k  

and  d e a l  i n  te rm s  o f  i n s t i n c t i v e  r e s p o n s e  u n i t s ,  w i th o u t  

know ing th e  i n s t i n c t  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  o r  e l s e  i n  te rm s  o f  

a t t i t u d e  to w ard  p o s s ib l e  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  f a c t o r s  su c h  a s  may 

c o n c e rn  u s .  On th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  s id e  th e  d a w n -b r ig h tn e s s  

th e n  f a d e s  i n to  a  p h y s i o l o g ic a l  m is t  and  we m ust sp e a k  and  

th in k  i n  te rm s o f th e  mean i n  p o s s ib l e  a t t i t u d e s ,  e i t h e r  

on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e  i t s e l f ,  o r  o f i t s  re s p o n se  

a c t i v i t y .  I n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  k in d  w i l l  be  o b v io u s  i n  

th e  su p p le m e n ta ry  l i s t  o f  m eans.

B ut th e  q u e s t io n  s t i l l  rem a in s  t I n  becom ing h a b i t ­

u a te d  to  t h e s e  a t t i t u d e s  and  i n  c h o o s in g  t h e s e  m ean s, to  

w hat e x te n t  o u g h tw c o rre sp o n d e n c e  t o  o n e 's  s o c i a l  e n v ir o n ­

m e n t, a  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  en v iro n m en t a r e  t h e  m ores o f  th e  com­

m u n ity ,  d e te rm in e  o n e 's  c o n d u c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when one*s
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c o n d u c t may Tie o f  a  p io n e e r in g  v a r i e t y  and  w h ic h  i s  l i a b l e  

to  i n v i t e  and a ro u se  th e  a n ta g o n ism  o f  th o s e  t h a t  s ta n d  p a t  

f o r  th e  s t a t u s  quo .

Jam es H. T u f ts  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  th e  s t a g e s  i n  th e

e t h i c a l  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  r a c e  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  b e in g

••from custom  to  c o n s c ie n c e ,  f ro m  th e  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  gronrp
1

t o  th e  p e r s o n a l  m o r a l i t y  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ."1 I n  t h i s ,  

p a s s iv e  a c c e p ta n c e  and c o m p lia n c e  w i th  t h e  m ores o f  t h e  

g ro u p  g iv e s  way to  re a so n e d  s ta n d a r d s  o r  to  a  re a s o n e d  

s e t  o f  v a l u e s .  V o lu n ta ry  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e  an d  i n t e r e s t  ta k e  

th e  p la c e  o f  u n c o n sc io u s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i th  th e  g ro u p  and  

i t s  w e l f a r e .  T h is  r e s u l t s  i n  a c o n f l i c t  b e tw een  th e  a u th ­

o r i t y  i n t e r e s t s  and  h a b i t s  o f  th e  g ro u p  w h ich  s ta n d s  f o r  

s t a b i l i t y ,  custom  and  o r d e r ,  a g a i n s t  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  who i s  

c o n c e rn e d  w i th  in d e p e n d e n c e , w i th  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  i n ­

d i v i d u a l ,  w i th  w h a t i s  c o n c e iv e d  by  th e  p io n e e r in g  i n d i v i d ­

u a l  to  b e  p r o g r e s s  o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S h a l l  t h e  p io n e e r in g  

in d i v i d u a l  th e n  s e e k  w e l l - b e in g  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a d a p ta ­

t i o n  to  h i s  e n v iro n m e n t, t o  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o , o r  s h a l l  h i s  

c o n c e rn  b e  th e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t y  r e g a r d l e s s  

o f  f r i c t i o n  w i th  th e  u p h o ld e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  quo?

1 -  Dewey and T u f t s ,  E t h i c s , C h a p te r  V w r i t t e n  b y  M r. T u f t s ,  
R e v ise d  e d i t i o n ,  1932 .
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& -  R e la t io n  o f  th e  Mean to  S y n th e s i s .

The d o c t r in e  o f  s y n th e s i s  h a s  heem p r e s e n te d ,  n o t  

a s  a  d e s t r u c t i o n  b u t  a s  a  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f 

th e  m ean. A r i s t o t l e ’ s p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  mean i s  t h a t  

p o in t  o r  d e g re e  o r  q u a n t i t y  i n  a  p a s s io n  o r  i n  i t s  ex ­

p r e s s io n  a t  w h ich  i t  i s  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  

a p a r t  fro m  c o n c r e te  s i t u a t i o n s ,  a n d  g r a n t in g  t h e  r e c o g n i ­

t i o n  o f  th e  p a s s io n  t h a t  p la y s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  m a jo r  r o l e ,  

t h i s  p ro c e d u re  a c c o u n ts  f o r  w ha t we may te rm  th e  g ro u n d  

v i r t u e s ,  s k e le to n  v i r t u e s ,  t h e  v i r t u e s  i n  embry® on t h e i r  

q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e .  T hese a r e  i n  a b s t r a c t  th e  m eans o f  th e  

r e s p e c t iv e  p a s s io n s  o r  o f t h e i r  e x p r e s s io n .  A p e r u s a l  @f 

A r i s t o t l e ’ s l i s t  o f  th e  p a s s io n s  w i l l  r e v e a l  n e a r l y  t h e  

e n t i r e  l i s t  to  c o n s i s t  o f  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  p e r m i s s ih l e s ,  i n  

c o n n e c tio n  w i th  e a c h  o f  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  a  v i r t u e .  The 

s p e c i f i c  am ount o r  d e g re e  o f  an y  one o f  t h e s e  p a s s io n s  t h a t  

s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  v i r t u e  on an y  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s io n  i s  d e ­

te rm in e d  b y  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  m ean . We have  h e re  a  s im ­

p le  b a s in g  o f  a  v i r t u e  upon  th e  p a s s io n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  

a ro u s e d ,  w i th  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  a s  th e  norm . The good f o r  

an  end i s  n o t  th e r e b y  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  b e in g  good i n  i t s e l f ,  

o r  from  b e in g  c h o se n  f o r  i t s  own sak e  b y  r e a s o n  o f  p r i o r  

h a b i t u a t i o n  t h e r e t o .  I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  i n  th e  a b s t r a c t  

t h e r e  i s  a  v i r t u e  f o r  e a c h  p a s s io n ,  b u t  to  sa y  t h a t  a
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g iv e n  v i r t u e  i s  n o th in g  h u t  th e  mean o f  some one p a s s io n ,  

i n  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  c a s e ,  l e a d s  u s  a s tra c y .

I n  v iew  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  n a tu r e  o f th e  

p a s s io n s  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  v i r t u e s  a r e  m eans b e tw een  two 

e x tre m e s , b o th  o f  w h ich  e x tre m e s  may h e  b a d s  on a  s p e c i f i c  

o c c a s io n ,  th e  p o s i t i o n  can  be  t a k e n  t h a t  v i r t u e  i s  a  sy n ­

t h e s i s  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f s e n s e s .

( l )  "V irtue can  b e  re g a rd e d  a s  a  s y n th e s i s  o f  t h e  b ad s  w h ich  

c o n s t i t u t e  th e  e x tre m e s , a s  i f  t h e  u n io n  o r  s y n th e s i s  o f 

e t h i c a l  n e g a t iv e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  an  e t h i c a l  g o o d , two d i s -  

v a lu e s  i n  s y n th e s i s  y i e l d i n g  a  v a lu e .  T h is  v iew  do es j u s t ­

i c e  n e i t h e r  to  t h e  mean n©>r to  A r i s t o t l e * s  p o s i t i o n .

N ic o la i  H artm ann th in k s  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e  was on th e  way to
1

i n f e r r i n g  v i r t u e s  fro m  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  a n t i - v a l u e s .  B ut 

i n  t h a t  he i s  m is ta k e n .

( t )  A seco n d  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  r e g a r d  v i r t u e  a s  a  s y n t h e s i s ,  

th e  v i r t u e  in  two o r  more c o n d i t i o - p e r m i s s i b l e s ,  a n  i n ­

s ta n c e  o f  su ch  b e in g  w hat we have  te rm ed  t h r i f t  send l i b e r ­

a l i t y ,  th e  s y n th e s i s  o f  w h ic h  w ould  th e n  b e  th e  u l t i m a t e  

v i r t u e  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  m oney.

(3 ) A t h i r d  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  th e  v iew  t h a t  b e h in d  e a c h  e x ­

c e s s  and d e f e c t  th e r e  i s  h id d e n  a  v a lu e  and t h a t  th e  mean

1 -  M ic o la i  H artm ann , Op . C i t .  V o l. i i ,  p 4 1 2 . “A r i s t o t l e  
was e v id e n t ly  on t h e  way to w a rd s  i n f e r r i n g  th e  c h a r a c ­
t e r  o f  v a lu e s  f ro m  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  d i s v a l u e s . "
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i s  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  th o s e  c o n c e a le d  v a l u e s .  T h is  i s  t h e  

v iew  o f  N i c o l a i  H artm ann . B u t t h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  a s  Hartmann 

employs i t ,  t u r n s  o u t  to  he a t  b o t to m  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  a  

h e a l t h y  p a s s i o n  (a  m o ra l  p r e - r e q u i s i t e ) , w i t h  t h e  c o n t r o l  

o f  t h a t  p a s s i o n  a  m o ra l  v i r t u e .  I n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  a  sy n ­

t h e s i s  o f  two t e n d e n c i e s ,  i t  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be b u t  t h e  con­

t r o l  o f  o n e .

Hartm ann^s p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  " b e h in d  t h e  A r i s t o ­

t e l i a n  v i r t u e s  t h e r e  a r e  i n  f a c t  two v a lu e s  a lw ay s  co n ­

c e a l e d ,  and  t h e s e  m a n i fe s t  a  d i s t i n c t  o p p o s i t i o n a l  e h a r a c t -  
1

e r . "  T hese v i r t u e s  a r e  "com plex  v a l u e s  w h ic h  n e v e r  co n ­

s i s t  o f  o n e s id e d  enh ancem en ts  o f  s i n g l e  v a l u a t i o n a l  e l e ­

m ents  a l o n e ,  b u t  o f  i n n e r  o r g a n ic  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  two 

m a t e r i a l l y  c o n t r a s t e d  e le m e n ts "  h a v in g  i n  them  " t h e  u n i f i ­

c a t i o n  o f  s u c h  e le m e n ts  a s  h av e  a  te n d e n c y  t o  go to  a  on© 

s id e d  ex tre m e  and t o  e x c lu d e  e a c h  o t h e r  . . .  B o th  s i d e s  

o f  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  a r e  a lw ay s  r e q u i r e d  o f  man a t  th e  same 

t im e ,  . . .  n o t  u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  v a l u e s  i n

one and t h e  same d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  man i s  t h e r e  r e a l  v i r -  
2

tu e * "

1 -  I b i d .  p 4 1 4 .

2 -  I b i d .  p 415.
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The f o r e g o in g  w ould  le®d one to  assum e t h a t  sy n ­

t h e s i s ,  i n  Hartmann * s s e n s e ,  w ou ld  h e  a  s y n t h e s i s  of su c h  

e o n d i t i o - p e r m i s s i b l e s  a s  a p p e a r  t o  oppose  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a s  

f o r  i n s t a n c e  w hat we have te rm e d  t h e  s p e n d in g  and  t h e  

h o a r d in g  i n s t i n c t s .  B u t su c h  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h e  t h e  

c a s e .  The w r i t e r  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  s y n t h e s i s  

when a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  c o n c e p t io n  o f  v i r t u e  and  

th e  v i r t u e s  i s  u n s u c c e s s f u l .

Hartmann sa y s  " I n  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  to  
( te m p e ra n c e ,  s e l f - c o n t r o l ) 1 s t a n d ^ ( l i c e n t i o u s ­
n e s s ,  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  go t o  e x tre m e s )  and  
( a p a th y )  5 o n ly  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  fo r m e r  o f  t h e s e  i s  i t  
p r o p e r l y  s e l f - c o n t r o l ;  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  l a t t e r  i t  i s  
t h e  f u l l y  d e v e lo p e d  c a p a c i t y  t o  r e a c t  e m o t i o n a l l y ,  to  
l i v e  i n  th e  a f f e c t i o n s .  I n  c o n t r a s t  toSziXi?*-  (cow ard ­
i c e )  ^ r a v e r y  i s  s p i r i t e d  e n d u ra n c e ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  
a/»«r*/7-’fs ( f o o l h a r d i n e s s )  i t  i s  d e l i b e r a t e  f o r e s i g h t ,  

c o o l  p r e s e n c e  o f  m ind . Seen a g a i n s t  o/*yi>®Tw.s 
( i r a s c i b i l i t y ) ( m i l d n e s s )  i s  m i l d n e s s ,  b u t  s e e n  
a g a i n s t l o ^ y ^ v t * .  ( l a c k  o f  p a s s i o n )  i t  I s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  
be  r i g h t e a o u s l y  i n d ig n a n t "  e t c .  2

/
A c c o rd in g  to  t h e  above then,<r«»#fofl"*,,vr‘»i h a s  a s  i t s  

f i r s t  e le m e n t  s e l f - c o n t r o l  o v e r  a g a i n s t  l i c e n t i o u s n e s s ,  and  

a s  i t s  second  e le m e n t  " t h e  f u l l y  d e v e lo p e d  c a p a c i t y  to  r e ­

a c t  e m o t i o n a l ly ,  to  l i v e  i n  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s . "  The s y n t h e s i s  

o f  t h e s e  two e le m e n ts  i s  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l .  L i k e ­

w ise  b r a v e r y  h a s  a s  i t s  com ponents* S p i r i t e d  e n d u ra n c e  and  

_ e o o l  p r e s e n c e  o f  m ind . Hence a t  b o t to m  a n d  i n  s u b s ta n c e

1 -  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a r e  m in e .

2 -  H i c o l a i  H artm ann , Op. P i t ,  p 4 1 4 .
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H a r tm a n n 's  s y n t h e s i s  i s  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f ,  we may s a y ,  a  

l u s t y  ( h e a l th y )  p a s s i o n  (one p o s i t i v e  e le m e n t)  and  th e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h a t  p a s s i o n  a s  t h e  se c o n d .  He seems p e r t u r b e d  

hy  th e  f a c t  o f  A r i s t o t l e  " i n s t a l l i n g "  v i r t u e s  "between two 

l a d s ,  a s  i f  t h e r e  were two d i s v a l u e s  f o r  e a c h  v a l u e .  B ut 

to  he more s p e c i f i c ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  two d i s v a l u e s  f o r  e a c h  

v a l u e ,  h u t  w hat i s  m o re , and  f ro m  H a r tm a n n 's  v ie w p o in t  

w o rs e ,  t h e r e  a r e  two g r a d u a t i n g  r a n g e s  o f  d i s v a l u e s  f o r  

e a c h  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e ,  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  l y  t h e  d ia g ra m  on page  

0 .  H artm ann s e e k s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  v a l u e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  

e a c h  d i s v a l u e ,  and  c o n s t r u e s  t h e  mean a s  b e in g  t h e  s y n ­

t h e s i s  o f ,  and embodying i n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  v a lu e s  h id d e n  i n  

th e  e x c e s s  and  t h e  d e f e c t .  B u t when he  comes t o  c a r r y i n g  

t h i s  o u t ,  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be  a t  b o t to m  a  

m a t t e r  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  p o s s e s s i n g  a  l u s t y  ( h e a l t h y )  p a s ­

s i o n ,  and  a c t i n g  upon th e  mean i n  t h a t  p a s s i o n .

I n  t h e  e a s e  o f  two o p p o s in g  i n s t i n c t s ,  s u c h  a s  

t h o s e  w h ich  Ross d e n o m in a te s  t h e  h o a rd in g  i n s t i n c t  and  th e  

sp e n d in g  i n s t i n c t ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  a  l e g i t i m a t e  s y n t h e s i s  

c an  be  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  l o r  m a n i f e s t l y  a  man c a n n o t  w a lk  i n  

two d i r e c t i o n s  a t  th e  same t i m e .  T h r i f t  i s  so m e th in g  d i s ­

t i n c t  i n  i t s e l f .  I t  i n  no way h a s  l i b e r a l i t y  a s  i t s  a n t i ­

nomy. A man’ s l i b e r a l i t y  i s  i n  f a c t  l i m i t e d  b y  h i s  t h r i f t .  

A man may b e  t h r i f t y  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  b e in g  l i b e r a l .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



1 3 9

He may h o a rd  f o r  a  w h i le  i n  o r d e r  to  a c q u i r e  t h e  w h e re ­

w i t h a l  w i t h  w h ich  to  h e  l i b e r a l .  A s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h r i f t  and  

l i b e r a l i t y  can  h a r d l y  be  sp o k e n  o f .

B u t g r a n t i n g  Hartm ann*s c o n c e p t io n  o f  s y n t h e s i s  a s  

t h e  u n io n  o f  two c o n t r a s t e d  e le m e n t s ,  e a c h  t e n d i n g  t o  go 

t o  a  o n e - s id e d  e x tre m e  (w h ich  u n io n  he d o e s  n o t  demon­

s t r a t e )  Hartm ann would have  t h e  two o p p o s in g  t e n d e n c i e s  

l i m i t  e a c h  o t h e r .  H is c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  good i s  *'the good  i n  

i t s e l f , * *  e a c h  b e in g  s u c h  a p a r t  from  u t i l i t y  o r  t e l e o l o g y .

He m ust t h e r e f o r e  have  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  o f  h i s  con­

c e p t  o f  t h e  good i n  i t s e l f  ( a  m e n ta l  p i c t u r e  o f  i t )  t o  

s e r v e  a s  a  t e l o s  i n  t h e  m u tu a l  l i m i t i n g  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  

t e n d e n c i e s  t h a t  w ould  go to  a  o n e - s i d e d  e x t r e m e ,  i f  andwhen 

am i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  good i n  i t s e l f  i s  t o  b e  a c t u a l i z e d .

I n  t h a t  c a se  he  h a s  a  t e l o s  a s  d i a l e c t i c a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  a s  

t h e  t e l o s  o f  A r i s t o t l e .  I f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  good i n  i t ­

s e l f  i s  n o t  a  t e l o s  w h ic h  d e te r m in e s  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  bounds 

o f  th e  c o n t r a s t i n g  e le m e n t s ,  t h e n  we m ust h o ld  t h a t  th e  

c o n t r a s t i n g  e le m e n ts  ( p a s s i o n s )  m u tu a l ly  l i m i t  e a c h  o t h e r .  

B u t i n  su c h  a  l i m i t i n g ,  t h e  s t r o n g e r  e le m e n t  to  w h ic h  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  a  b e n t ,  w ould  i n e v i t a b l y  d o m in a te  and con­

t r o l  th e  w e a k e r ,  and  i t s e l f  p reem p t t h e  f i e l d ,  a  f a c t  com­

m only e x p e r i e n c e d  and o b s e r v e d .  I f  t h e s e  t e n d e n c i e s  a r e  

n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  l i m i t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ,  o r  i f  e a c h  i s  r e g a r d ­

ed  a s  b e i n g  s e l f - l i m i t i n g  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  human good o r
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t h e  good i n  i t s e l f ,  i t  rem a in s  t h a t  a  t e l o s  m as t  im pose a  

l i m i t  upon e a c h  p a s s i o n  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  o r  e l s e  i n  th e  s t r u g g  

g l e  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n s  d e te rm in e  w h ic h  s h a l l  t r iu m p h  on th e  

o c c a s i o n ,  and g e n e r a l l y ,  what c o n c e s s io n  one s h a l l  make to  

t h e  o t h e r  and to  w hat d e g re e*  T hu s , u l t i m a t e l y ,  th e y  do 

l i m i t  e a c h  o t h e r  h u t  a r e  l i m i t e d  by  a  t e l o s .  Hartm ann b e ­

l i e v e s  t h a t s

"What A r i s t o t l e  so  s t r o n g l y  f e l t  i n  th e  lo w e r  m o ra l  
v a l u e s ,  w i th o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f o r m u la t e  i t ,  was j u s t  
t h i s ,  t h a t  a l l  v a l u a t i o n a l  e le m e n t s ,  t a k e n  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  
have  i n  them a  p o i n t  beyond  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  d a n g e r o u s ,  
t h a t  th e y  a r e  t y r a n n i c a l  and  t h a t  f o r  th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  
t h e i r  m ean ing  i n  t h e i r  r e a l  c a r r i e r  t h e r e  i s  a lw ays at 
c o u n te r w e ig h t .  B ecause  o f  t h i s  p r o f o u n d ly  j u s t i f i e d  
f e e l i n g ,  he a s s i g n e d  v i r t u e  t o  no one o f  t h e s e  e le m e n ts  
b u t  to  t h e i r  s y n t h e s i s . "  1

The w r i t e r  f i n d s  t h i s  a s su m p t io n  to  b e  u n w a r r a n te d .  

Hartm ann i g n o r e s  A r i s t o t l e ’ s t e l o s .  A r i s t o t l e  r a t h e r  

" s t r o n g l y  f e l t "  t h a t  i n  p o t e n t i a l  r e s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  

i s  a  p o i n t  o r  d e g re e  w h ic h  i s  t e l o s  f u l f i l l i n g ,  and  t h a t  

i f  th e  t e l o s  i s  o v e r s h o t  o r  u n d e r s h o t ,  th e  dom ain o f  d i s -  

v a lu e  i s  e n t e r e d .  A r i s t o t l e ’ s c o n c e rn  i s  w i t h  t h e  o v e r ­

s h o o t i n g  and th e  f a l l i n g  s h o r t  o f  t h e  t e l o s ,  and  i t  i s  t h i s  

w h ic h  d e te r m in e s  t h e  d a n g e ro u s n e s s "  o f  t h e  a c t i o n *  F o r  

A r i s t o t l e  th e  t e l o s  l i m i t s  t h e  a c t i v i t y .  He d o e s  n o t  have 

a  m u tu a l  l i m i t i n g  o f  o p p o s in g  t e n d e n c i e s .  A r i s t o t l e  h a s  a  

- l i m i t i n g  t e l o s  r a t h e r  t h a n  f u l f i l l m e n t  of m ean ing  t h r o u g h

- 1  -  H i c o l a i  H artm ann , Op* C i t*  V o l .  11 p 4 2 4 .
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c o u n te r w e i g h t , t h e  t e l o s  g i v i n g  m eaning  t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n .  

I n s t e a d  o f  c o n c e iv in g  o f  a  v a l u e  a s  a t t a i n i n g  i t s  maximum 

when m erged w i t h  i t s  a x i o l o g i c a l  c o u n te r w e ig h t , ,  i t  seems 

more i n  a e e o rd  w i t h  e m p i r i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t e n d e n c i e s  

m ust he  m u tu a l ly  r e s p e c t e d .

We th u s  a g r e e  w i t h  Hartm ann when he s a y s :

"Only a  se n se  o f  j u s t i c e  w h ic h  i s  a t  th e  same t im e  l o v ­
i n g ,  o n ly  a  b r o t h e r l y  lo v e  w h ic h  a l s o  c o n s i d e r s  th e  f a r  
d i s t a n t ,  o n ly  a  p r i d e  w h ic h  c o u ld  h e  l i k e w i s e  hum ble , 
c o u ld  b e - v a l i d  a s  an  i d e a l  o f  m o ra l  c o n d u c t . ” t

B ut we a r e  h e re  th ro w n  b a c k  upon P l a t o ’ s co n ce p ­

t i o n  o f  th e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  v i r t u e s  a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  con­

c e p t  o f  j u s t i c e ,  and we m ust go f a r t h e r  s t i l l  and s a y ,  

n o n s e n s i c a l  th o u g h  i t  may so u n d , a  v i r t u e  m ust i t s e l f  b® 

v i r t u o u s ,  m ust r e s p e c t  t h e  o t h e r  v i r t u e s  o r  l o s e  i t s  own 

v i r t u e .  A v i r t u e  m ust h o n o r  and  r e s p e c t  i t s  n e ig h b o r  v i r ­

t u e s ,  m ust lo v e  them  a s  i t s e l f ,  m ust n o t  t r e s p a s s  a g a i n s t  

a  n e ig h b o r  v i r t u e .  Thus j u s t i c e  m ust n o t  o n ly  b e  l o v i n g ,  

b u t  to  b e  j u s t i c e  a t  a l l  i t  m ust be  m in d f u l  o f  a n d  r e s p e c t ­

f u l  to w a rd  a l l  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  v i r t u e s  s u c h  a s  d e c e n c y ,  s e l f -  

c o n t r o l ,  t h r i f t ,  e t c .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  what i s  th e  

e s s e n c e  o f  one v i r t u e  i s  l i n k e d  up  w i t h  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s .

And w hat i s  to  d e te rm in e  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  v i r t u e s ?  

U n le s s  we s h a l l  o f f e r  t o  h u m an ity  i n  a  w i l l - t o - p o w e r  

m o t iv a te d  w o rld  an  e m p i r i c a l l y  q u i t e  f r u i t l e s s  c o n c e p t  o f

2 V - I b i d .  V o l .  1 1 , P 425 .
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" t h e  good i n  i t s e l f "  w h ich  i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  sa k e  o f  a n y t h i n g  

e l s e ,  and t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  w h ic h  c o n c e p t  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  from  

how h e r e  a  l i t t l e ,  now t h e r e  a  l i t t l e ,  and  s h a l l  e n d e a v o r  

t o  aw aken , i n s p i r e ,  ©r what seems more rem o te  s t i l l ,

REASON h u m an ity  i n t o  a  p a s s i o n a t e  d e s i r e  to  a c t u a l i z e  t h e  

•good  i n  i t s e l f , "  we m ust r e s o r t  t o  g ro u n d in g  e t h i c s  upon 

man’ s e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e ,  t h i s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t e l e o l o g i c a l  

v i r t u e s .  The c o n c e rn  o f  o u r  age  i s  n o t  t h a t  o f  m anaging  

l i f e ’ s o v e r f lo w ,  h u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  o f  a c q u i r i n g  some d e g re e  

o f  f u l l n e s s  on t h e  h a s i s  o f  human p o t e n t i a l i t y .

H artm ann c o n c e iv e s  t h a t  a l l  v a lu e s *  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

m o ra l*  a r e s

" g e n u in e  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t ,  p o s s e s s  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  
au tonom y, w h ich  c an  h e  d im in is h e d  hy no k in d  o f  d e p e n ­
d en ce  upon a n y th in g  e l s e .  The w hole  m ean ing  o f  t h e  r e a lm  
o f  v a l u e s ,  so  f a r  a s  i t  i s  a  w o r ld  o f  i d e a l  s e l f - m a i n t a i n ­
in g  e n t i t i e s ,  s t a n d s  o® f a l l s  w i t h  t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n  p r i n ­
c i p l e  .  • what i s  b e a u t i f u l  i s  b e a u t i f u l  f o r  i t s  own 
s a k e ;  w ha t i s  c o m ica l  i s  c o m ic a l  i n  i t s e l f ?  what i s  n o b le  
o r  l o v a b l e  i s  n o b le  o r  l o v a b l e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y .  A l l  r e f e r ­
ence  b a ck  to  so m e th in g  e l s e  f o r  th e  sa k e  o f  w h ic h  i t  i s  
w hat i t  i s ,  i s  f a n t a s t i c  s p e c u l a t i o n . "  1

H is g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  a l l  v a l u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  m o r a l ,  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  a b s o l u t e  r e a lm  o f  e s s e n c e s  w h ich  

man d i s c o v e r s  a p r i o r i ,  w h ic h  v a lu e s  a r e  in d e p e n d e n t  and  

au ton om o us , and o f  w h ic h  v a lu e s  t h e  w o r ld  i s  t h e  d e p o s i t o r y ,  

l a c h  v a lu e  i s  i t s  own o u g h t .  T hereby  a r e  u n i t e d  P l a t o ’ s 

c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  good ( t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  g o o d | and  K a n t ’ s

1 j -  I b i d ,  p 2 9 .
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f o u g h t . M T hat p o s i t i o n  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  p e r m i s s i b l e .  I t  

i s  i d e a l .

A r i s t o t l e ’ s p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  man h a s  a  p o t e n t i a l i t y  

c a p a b le  o f  a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  and  t h a t  man i s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  k in d  

on th e  w h o le ,  and m ust a c t  a s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  k in d  a s  a  w h o le ,  

and  t h a t  u n l e s s  he  do s o ,  he w i l l  p e r i s h  a n d  w i l l  n o t  

a c h ie v e  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t y *  A r i s t o t l e ’ s v i r t u e s  a r e  f o r  man 

a s  o f  a  k i n d ,  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e ,  d e t e r ­

m ined by  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  h a r i n g  i t s  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  a s  t h e  

g o a l*  Man’ s p o t e n t i a l i t y  a c t u a l i z e d  i s  v i r t u e  su p re m e ,

The i n d i v i d u a l  v i r t u e s  a r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s to n e s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  v i r t u e *  The c o n c e rn  o f  th e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  

mean i s  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g  s t o n e s  

o u t  o f w h ic h  a lo n e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  v i r t u e  c o m p le te ,  i* e *  

w e l l - b e i n g ,  can  b e  b u i l t ,  t h e  t e l o s  d e te r m in in g  t h e  s h a p in g  

o f  t h e  s to n e s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  

and  t o  t h e  w h o le .

H artm ann’ s v i r t u e s  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a p a r t  

f ro m  a  t e l o s .  B u t t o  a c t u a l i z e  s u c h  a  v i r t u e  i t  i s  n e c e s s ­

a r y  t o  e n v i s io n  i t ,  w h ic h  l a t t e r  th e n  s e r v e s  a s  b o t h  a  d i a ­

l e c t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  t e l o s .  Hence th e  q u e s t io n *  

What s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  e s s e n c e  and w hat s h a l l  d e te r m in e  

th e  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  good i n  i t s e l f ?

A r i s t o t l e ’ s v i r t u e s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  i d e a  o f  t e l o s -  

f u l f i l l i n g .  They c o n t r i b u t e  t o  th e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e
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p o t e n t i a l *  H artm ann’ s v i r t u e s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  good 

a f t e r  t h e  m anner o f  P l a t o ’ s c o n c e p t io n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

t h e  g o o d . T h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a t  t h e  same t im e  

an  o u g h t t o  t h e i r  a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  w h ich  o u gh t i s  autonom ous 

and  ”f o r  t h e  sak e  o f  n o th in g  e l s e . ” H is ’’good i n  i t s e l f ” 

i s  a  c a t e g o r y .  Can w© d iv o r c e  i t  from  a l l  t e l e o l o g i c a l  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ?  The w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s  HOT. l o r  we c a n n o t  

c o n c e iv e  o f  a  good  i n  i t s e l f  w h ic h  w ould  b e  c o n s id e r e d  

s u c h  a p a r t  from  s u c h  f a c t o r s  a s  e x c e l l e n c e ,  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  

a c h ie v e m e n t  o r  a t t a i n m e n t ,  r a r i t y ,  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  th e  m a jo r ­

i t y  o f  c a s e s ,  e t c *  H artm ann’ s  good i n  i t s e l f ,  d iv o r c e d  

a s  i t  i s  from  c o n se q u e n c e s  a n d  f ro m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man qua  

m an, i s  a  c a t e g o r y  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  t h a t  o f  A r i s t o t l e ’ s 

v i r t u e s  and  t h e  summum bonum f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  w h ic h  and  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  w h ich  th e  v i r t u e s  a r e  v i r t u e s *

H artm ann’ s v i r t u e s  a r e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e  t o  w h ic h  t h e  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r e s  an d  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  

have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  b i t s .  They a r e  com plex . To a c t u a l ­

i z e  them  we m ust have  i n  m ind t h e i r  c o n t e n t .  T h a t  mind con­

t e n t  ( c o n c e p t )  th e n  s e r v e s  a s  a  t e l o s .  l o r  i t s  a c t u a l i z a ­

t i o n  we m ust l e t  t h a t  t e l o s  im pose t h e  l i m i t  upon th e  e l e ­

m en ts  i n  th e  s y n t h e s i s ,  o r ,  a s  i t  a c t u a l l y  t u r n s  o u t  i n  

H artm ann’ s c a s e ,  t h e  l i m i t  upon th e  h e a l t h y  p a s s i o n ,  e v e n ­

t u a l l y  s i n g l y  c o n s i d e r e d .
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D e a l in g  i n  te rm s  o f  v a lu e  c o n c e p ts  a l o n e ,  an  i n ­

s t a n c e  o f  t h e  good i n  i t s e l f  a s  a n  a b s t r a c t i o n  m ust s p e c i f ­

i c a l l y  he  a  compound o r  s y n t h e s i s  ®f a b s t r a c t i o n s  i n  w h ich  

t h e r e  i s  a. c o u n te r b a l a n c i n g  o f  s o c io lo g ic a l  f a c t o r s ,  i n  

su c h  p r o p o r t i o n s  a s  o n e 's  i d e a  of t h e  good  i n  i t s e l f  may 

w a r r a n t  and  p r e s c r i b e .  A v a l u e  c o n c e p t  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  a  

s y n t h e s i s .  But a p p ly i n g  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  i d e a  t o  A r i s t o t l e ' s  

mean r e s u l t s  i n  a  mere p a r a p h r a s i n g  and w eak in g  o f  A r i s ­

t o t l e ' s  d o c t r i n e ,  i t  b e i n g  a t  l e t t o m  b u t  th e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  

a  l i m i t  upon an  u n l i m i t e d ,  w i th  t h e  added w eakness  t h a t  t h e  

l i m i t  i s  t o  b e  s e l f - i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  c o u n te r b a l a n c i n g  o f  

o p p o s in g  t e n d e n c i e s ,  ®r i f  n o t  t h a t ,  t h e n  t h e  e n v i s io n e d  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  good i n  i t s e l f  

s e r v i n g  a s  a  t e l o s .  The f a c t  t h a t  a  v i r t u e  o f  A r i s t o t l e  

can  be  co m p lex ly  c o n s t r u e d  i s  i n c i d e n t a l .  T h a t  i t  i s  b e ­

tw een  two b a d s  l i e s  i n  t h e  v e ry  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  

endowment o f  man o f  w h ic h  e n e rg y  we n e ed  now m o re , now l e s s *  

We c o n c lu d e  t h a t  H artm ann’ s im p u ta t io n  o f  t h e  i d e a  

o f  s y n t h e s i s  t o  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  v i r t u e s  i n  a  h u m a n is t i c  

e t h i c s  i s  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  A r i s t o t l e  a c h i e v e s  t h e  v i r t u e s ,  

n o t  b y  c o u n te r b a l a n c i n g  o p p o s in g  t e n d e n c i e s ,  b u t  b y  h a v in g  

t h e  t e l o s  im pose a  l i m i t  upon  e a c h  p a s s i o n  a s  e n c o u n te r e d .  

I ro m  t h e  v ie w p o in t  o f  H artm ann’ s c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  good  i n  

i t s e l f ,  c o n s id e r e d  a p a r t  f ro m  a  t e l o s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o n ­

c e p t  i t s e l f ,  a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n s  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  i s
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p e r m i s s i b l e ,  and  a s  Hartmann s t a t e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d i a l e c t i ­

c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and  f o r  one so  i n c l i n e d  t h e r e  i s  t h e  “ t r e ­

mendous t e m p ta t io n "  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a n  u l t i m a t e  and  f i n a l  sy n ­

t h e s i s  and  "by a  i?old s t r o k e  -  t a k e  b y  s to rm  t h e  w ho le  

s t a r r y  re a lm  o f  m o ra l  v a lu e s  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  a  h e a v e n -  

a s s a i l i n g  d i a l e c t i c  . . .  to  p i l e  s y n t h e s i s  on s y n t h e s i s  

up  to  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  a l l - e m b r a c i n g  s y n t h e s i s ,  i n  w h ic h  t h e

e s s e n s e  o f  t h e  good m ust n e ed s  be  f u l f i l l e d  and m ust m a in -
1

t a i n  a  u n i t y  o f  m ea n in g ."

F o r  A r i s t o t l e  t h e  u n i t y  o f  m eaning  i n  m o ra l  v a l u e s  

i s  a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  t h e  p o t e n t i a l ! t y - a c t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e .

He h as  a  t e l o s .  By th e  t e l o s - d e t e r m i n e d  m ean, t h e  v a r i o u s  

p a s s i o n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  i n  c o m b in a t io n ,  a r e  l i m i t e d  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  man’ s w e l l - b e i n g .  C oncern  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  

t h r u s t  upon man by th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  l i f e .  The t e l o s  

a c h ie v e s  and  r e t a i n s  u n i t y  o f m eaning i n  a l l  t h e  v i r t u e s ,  

c a r v e s  o u t  t h e  v i r t u e s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t e l o s  an d  t h e  

o t h e r  v i r t u e s ,  a n d  l e a v i n g  a s i d e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  s u c h  v i r t u e s  

may e a c h  and a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  good  i n  i t s e l f ,  t h e y  a t  

l e a s t  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  good f o r  man, i n  s o c i e t y ,  f o r  

a l l  o f  l i f e .  The i n d i v i d u a l  h a b i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  

th e  mean w i l l  t h u s ,  i n  a c t i n g  upon t h e  mean a s  a  v o l u n t a r y

1 -  N i c o l a i  H artm ann, Op. C i t ,  V o l .  1 1 , p  4 2 1 .
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s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  h a re  d e te rm in e d  h im s e l f  t o  t h e  v i r ­

t u e s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a t l l  h i s  p a s s i o n s .

t h e n  t h a t ,  ( a f t e r  t h e  m anner o f  in c o m p le te n e s s  a n d  

i m p e r f e c t i o n  o f  m o r t a l s ) ,  i s  a c h i e v e d ,  t h e n  a  number o f  

v i r t u e s  may be a c t u a l i z e d  s i d e  by  s i d e  i n  a  g iv e n  i n d i v i d ­

u a l  a t  a  g iv e n  t im e .  I n  a  g iv e n  t r a n s a c t i o n  a  man may a t  

t h e  same t im e  be  j u s t ,  h o n e s t ,  g ood tem pered  and c o u ra g e o u s ,  

t h e  v i r t u e s  n a t u r a l l y  m aking room f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  m e a n in g - u n i fy in g  t e l o e  and  mean.
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P A R T  IV 

CONCLUSION AND ALTERNATIVE

& -  C o n c lu s io n .

N o tw i th s ta n d in g  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e  mean i n  A r i s t o t l e * s  E t h i c s ,  t h e  mean i s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  

and d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  norm o f  A r i s t o t l e * s  m e th od . T e l o s -  

f u l f i l l i m g  co n d u c t  i s  t h e  norm , a n d  we may s a y  t h a t  t h e  

mean i s  t r e a t e d  a s  t h e  norm o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t  

on th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e .  The a p p e a ra n c e  o f  the  mean a s  

th e  norm i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  v i r t u e s  on t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

s i d e  b e in g  m eans, and  h ence  t h e  mean t a k e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  

p o s i t i o n  w h ich  th e  norm o c c u p ie s  I n  o t h e r  m e th o d s .  But 

t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  norm and c r i ­

t e r i o n .

B a s in g  e t h i c s  upon w hat A r i s t o t l e  c a l l e d  t h e  

p a s s i o n s 11 i s ,  on t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e ,  t h e  o n ly  t h i n g  

upon w h ich  th e  v i r t u e s  c a n  he  b a s e d .  B a s in g  a  v i r t u e
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upon  st s i n g l e  p a s s i o n  o r  im p u lse  makes p o s s i b l e  an  a c c o u n t ­

i n g  f o r  t h e  v i r t u e s  i n  s im p le  t e r m s ,  b u t  s u c h  a c c o u n t in g  

i s  i n a d e q u a t e ,  human v i r t u e  s h a r i n g  i n  th e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  

human n a t u r e  i t s e l f ,  whose p h y s io lo g y  a n d  p sy c h o lo g y  we 

know and  u n d e r s t a n d  b u t  i n  p a r t  and  s e e  a s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

p r o v e r b i a l  g l a s s ,  d a r k l y .  The d o c t r i n e  o f t h e  mean w i t h i n  

t h e  fram ew ork  o f  A r i s t o t e l i a n  t e l e o l o g y  i s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t
1

c l a r i t y  and a d eq u acy  to  s e r v e  a s  a  " p re m ise  f o r  a c t i o n . "  

O th e r  im p u lse s  a r e  l i n k e d  up  w i t h  t h e  m a jo r  one and  p l a y  

a  s u p p o r t i n g  and s y m p a th e t ic  r o l e ,  w i t h o u t  whose c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n  t h e  v i r t u e  w ould b e  c r u d e ,  c r a s s  an d  b a r r e n .

An e x a m in a t io n  and c o m p a r is o n  o f  A r i s t o t l e ’ s l i s t  

o f  p a s s i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e  l i s t s  o f  i n s t i n c t s  g iv e n  b y  m odern 

p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  d e f i n i t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e s  two t h i n g s :  t h a t  man 

i s  e q u ip p e d  w i t h  a, dynamic so m e th in g  w h ic h  l a t t e r  i s  t h e  

r e f e r e n t  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n s  o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  t h e  i n s t i n c t s  o f  

( f o r  i n s t a n c e )  Jam es a n d  M eD ougall, t h e  " a p p e t i t e s "  o f  

G hadbourne . I t  f u r t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  r e f e r e n t  

( i n s t i n c t s ,  p a s s i o n s ,  a p p e t i t e s )  a r e  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  

w i t h  © l a r i t y ,  a s  a r e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  s e n s e s  ( s m e l l ,  s i g h t ,  

e t c . ) ,  h ence  th e  d is a g r e e m e n t  among p s y c h o l o g i s t s  them ­

s e l v e s .  The l a t t e r  i n d i s c e r n i b i l i t y  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n

•

1 -  The w r i t e r  i s  i n d e b te d  f o r  t h i s  t e rm  t o  P r o f .  Howard D. 
R o e lo f s  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  who em ployed 
i t  i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s .  The w r i t e r  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  i& i n  
p r i n t .
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h u m a n i s t i c  e t h i c s ,  i n  t h a t  t h e  c o m p le te  b a s i n g  o f  a  v i r t u e  

upon  a  s i n g l e  p a s s i o n  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  

p a s s i o n  an d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i t  s e p a r a t e l y ,  

o f  t r e a t i n g  i t  a s  a  s im p le .  And f u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  commonly 

a g re e d  t h a t  t e n d e n c i e s  may b e  m a n ip u la te d  ( w i t n e s s  t h e  c o n ­

d i t i o n e d  r e f  le w  o f  P aw low ). S e v e r a l  i n s t i n c t s  may b e  

a ro u s e d  s im u l t a n e o u s ly ,  a n d ,  a s  A r i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r i n e  of 

h a b i t u a t i o n  e x p l a i n s ,  (and  M aD ougall^s t h e o r y  o f  t h e  s e n ­

t im e n t s )  h a b i t s  may so c o n d i t i o n  r e s p o n s e s  i n  one i n d i v i d ­

u a l  t h a t  a n o th e r * s  judgm en t o f  e i t h e r  h i s  e t h i c a l  m o tiv e  

o r  o f  t h e  i n s t i n c t s  in v o lv e d  i n  a  g iv e n  a c t u a l i z e d  v i r t u e ,  

w ould  b e  f a r  a f i e l d .

The i n j e c t i o n  o f  an  a n e c d o te  may h e r e  n o t  be  a m is s .  

T h re e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w ere  s t a y i n g  a t  a  Maine h u n t in g  camp. 

The s to v e  i n  t h e i r  c a b in  was f o u r  f e e t  f ro m  t h e  f l o o r ,  

t r u l y  an  u n u s u a l  p o s i t i o n .  S p e c u la t i o n  began  a s  t o  th e  

’•why.** One d e l i v e r e d  h im s e l f  a s  f o l l o w s :  T hese  woodsmen

a r e  sh rew d . They know t h a t  th u s  t h e  h e a t  s t r i k e s  t h e  r o o f  

s o o n e r  a n d  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a i r  i s  so q u ic k e n e d  t h a t  

t h e  c a b in  h e a t s  f a s t e r .  The second  o p in e d  t h a t  t h e  s t o v e  

had  b e e n  e l e v a t e d  so  t h a t  s l e e p e r s  w ould  g e t  t h e  p u re  

p i n e - a r o m a - f i l l e d  a i r  a t  n i g h t .  The t h i r d  r e a s o n e d  t h a t  

t h e  s t o v e  was e l e v a t e d  so  t h a t  aa good s u p p ly  o f  wood c o u M  

b e  p l a c e d  u n d e r n e a t h .  T h a t e v e n in g  th e y  a p p e a le d  to  th e  

-owner o f  t h e  c a b i n  f o r  t h e  " t r u e "  e x p l a n a t i o n .  He e x p l a i n e d
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w i t h  a  g r i n ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  h e a r d  t h e i r  o p in io n s *  I t  i s  

l i k e  t h i s ,  "When I  came down s t r e a m  w i th  t h e  b o a t  t h i s  

m o rn in g ,  two l e n g t h s  o f  s t o v e  p ip e  r o l l e d  o f f  i n t o  t h e  

r i v e r .  I  had  to  p u t  t h e  s to v e  up l i k e  i t  i s  t o  g e t  t h e  

p ip e  th r o u g h  t h e  r o o f  so  t h a t  you f e l l o w s  w ou ldn ’ t  be  

smoked o u t  t o n i g h t . "

An © p o s t e r i o r i  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  a n  a c t u a l i z e d  v i r t u e  

i s  l i a b l e  to  a  l i k e  m is ju dgm en t aas t o  i t s  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

b a s i s .  I n  th e  c a s e  o f  t h e  e l e v a t e d  s to v e  a l l  t h r e e  e x ­

p l a n a t i o n s  a r e  r a t i o n a l  b u t  e a c h  i s  f a r  a f i e l d  a s  to  t h e  

" f i n a l  c a u s e , "  and  i s  i n c i d e n t a l  t h e r e t o .

The c h a rg e  o f  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  th e  

mean i s  t h u s  a  w e ig h ty  o n e .  The v i r t u e s  l i s t e d  b y  A r i s ­

t o t l e  were e x i s t e n t  a t  t h e  t im e  i n  a l l  t h e i r  H e l l e n i s t i c  

f u l l n e s s .  He g i v e s  a  l i s t  o f  p a s s i o n s  upon w h ic h  t h e y  

a p p e a r  t o  be b a s e d ,  a n d  t h e  a c t i v e  i m a g i n a t io n ,  when " th e  

w i l l  t o  b e l i e v e "  i s  p r e s e n t ,  c l o t h e s  t h e  s k e l e t o n  (whose 

r e a l  i d e n t i t y  may be  s t i l l  u n c e r t a i n )  n o t  o n ly  w i t h  f l e s h  

and  b l o o d ,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  o f  d r e s s  o f  

t h e  v i r t u e s ,  i . e .  a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  t a s t e  o f  

t h e  a g e .  B ut f o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  to  c r e a t e  t h e  v i r t u e s  de 

novo o u t  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n s ,  s i n g l y  c o n s i d e r e d ,  w i t h  A r i s ­

t o t l e ’ s d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean a s  h i s  g u id e ,  w ould  b e  t o  

a c h ie v e  a t  one s t r o k e  w hat o n ly  t im e  and  t h e  f r u i t a g e  o f
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e x p e r i e n c e  can  a c h i e v e .  The v i r t u e s  g row  o u t  o f  l i f e * s  

v a r i e d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  They a r e  n o t  d i s c o v e r e d  hy  r e a s o n i n g .  

B u t once v i r t u e s  have  b e e n  a c h ie v e d  o r  e n v i s i o n e d ,  t h e y  a r e  

a t  once r a t i o n a l i z e d  i n t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  sy s te m s  h y  th e  p a r t ­

i c u l a r  m ethod em ployed . The v i r t u e s ,  even  on t h e i r  i n s t i n c t ­

i v e  s i d e ,  a r e  i n t e r - r e l a t e d  and  in te r m e s h e d ,  a s  P l a t o  

s e n s e s  when he u l t i m a t e l y  em braces a l l  v i r t u e  i n  j u s t i c e .  

Man*s c o m p le x i ty  t h w a r t s  t h e  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  and  th e  s im p le  

q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  v i r t u e  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  v i r t u e s ,  

a t  e v e r y  t u r n .  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m e th o d o lo ­

g i e s  t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  a p p ro a c h e s  e a c h  o f  w h ic h  a c c o u n t s  f o r  

t h e  v i r t u e s ,  s e r v e s  as  a  g u id e  f o r  c o n d u c t  a n d ,  w i t h i n  t h e  

scope  and i n t e n t s  o f  i t s  a u t h o r  a n d  w i t h  t h e  f i e l d  t o  i t -  

s e l f ,  h a s  b e e n  deemed a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  e t h i c ­

a l  p ro b le m , a t  l e a s t ,  we presum e by  i t s  a u t h o r .

A r i s t o t l e * s  mean a s  a  d e v ic e  o r  d o c t r i n e  f o r  a c ­

c o u n t in g  f o r  and  a c h i e v i n g  m o ra l  v a l u e s  i n  c o n te m p la te d  ex ­

p e r i e n c e ,  i s  on t h e  c o n c r e t e  a n d  e le m e n ta r y  l e v e l ,  r u d im e n t ­

a r y  i n  n a t u r e ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u t e  to  t h e  l e v e l s  

o f  t h e  a b s t r a c t  and  t h e  more com plex . B u t w i t h o u t  t h e  co n ­

c r e t e  b a s i s ,  t h e  a b s t r a c t  i n  t h e  r e a lm  o f  t h e  e t h i c a l  

e v a n e s c e s  i n t o  n o t h i n g n e s s .  Man*s d r i v e s ,  i n s t i n c t s  a n d  

im p u l s e s ,  m o r a l ly  i n d i f f e r e n t  th o u g h  th e y  be  i n i t i a l l y ,  

c o n s t i t u t e  th e  b a s i s ,  w i th o u t  w h ich  t h e  e t h i c a l  v a l u e s  a r e
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im p o s s ib l e  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t .  B u t so  i n t e r - r e l a t e d  a r e  su c h  

p a s s i o n s  a s  f e a r ,  a n g e r ,  h a t e ,  and d e s i r e  f o r  se lf"  p r e s e r ­

v a t i o n  a s  e x a m p le s ,  t h a t  a n  a p o s t e r i o r i  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

i n s t i n c t i v e  e le m e n t  upon w h ic h  a  g iv e n  v i r t u e  i s  based!, i s  

e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f i c u l t .

©Hf THE MERIT SIDE o f  A r i s t o t l e ’ s d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  

mean may be  ran g e d  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  f o l l o w .  H is mean i s  a  

t e l o s - d e t e r m i n e d  m ean. The t e l o s  i s  b a s e d  upon t h e  p o t e n -  

t i a l i  t y - a c t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  man a s  a  k i n d .

A c ts  t h a t  a c t u a l i z e  man’ s p o t e n t i a l i t y  a r e  o f  a  k i n d .  The 

u n i v e r s a l e  i n s t a n c e d  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c a s e s  o f  s u c h  

c o n d u c t  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  means b e tw e e n  e x c e s s  a n d  d e f e c t .

B u t th e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  d o e s  n o t  end t h e r e ,  f o r  th e  

t e c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  mean w i t h i n  t h e  fram ew ork  

o f  A r i s t o t l e ’ s sy s te m  i s  s u c h  t h a t  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  mean 

r e s u l t s  i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  t e l o s - f m l f i l l i n g  p o i n t  o r  r e g i o n  i n  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r a n g e  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  w h ich  i t s e l f  may b e  a n  

ex trem e  f o r  t h e  a g e n t  b a s e d  upon  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t y .

The d o c t r i n e  i s  f u r t h e r  b a se d  upon  i n d i v i d u a l  man 

a s  o f  a  k i n d ,  and  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  

p a s s i o n s  i n n a t e  i n  h im . B r o ta g o r e a n  r e l a t i v i s m  i s  t h e r e b y  

a v o id e d .  T ak ing  t h e s e  p a s s i o n s  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  

to  th e  d o c t r i n e ,  we a r e  e n a b le d  t o  name t h e  v i r t u e s  c o n n e c t ­

ed w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a s s i o n s .  Man’ s n a t i v e  endowment on
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t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s i d e  i s  t h u s  c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

m an’ s t o t a l  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  an e t h i c  w h ic h  

i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  d eve lopm en t o f h i s  f u l l  l a t e n t  p o s s i ­

b i l i t y ,  v iz *  a  h u m a n i s t i c  e t h i c .  Man’ s i n s t i n c t i v e  s i d e  i s  

n e i t h e r  condemned o r  s u p p r e s e d ,  b u t  e a c h  te n d e n c y  i s  p e r ­

m i t t e d  e x p r e s s io n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  

t e l o s ,  t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  w hole  man a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  

T h is  i n  t u r n  f u r t h e r s  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t .

O b s e r v a t io n  and e x p e r i e n c e  e n a b le  us  to  s a y  co n ­

f i d e n t l y  t h a t  i n  c o n te m p la te d  a c t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a  t o o  much 

an d  a l s o  a  to o  l i t t l e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  t e l o s .  B ut we 

e r y  i f ,  when and  i n  so f a r  a s  we h o ld  t h a t  a  v i r t u e  a s  

e n c o u n te re d  i n  a c t i o n  o r  a s  c o m p le te d ,  i s  m e re ly  and o n ly  

an  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  mean o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s i o n  whose 

v i r t u e  happens t o  b e a r  t h e  same name. T hu s , i f  we g r a n t  

t h a t  t h e  v i r t u e  (M eso tes)  o f  t h e  s p e n d in g  i n s t i n c t  i s  

l i b e r a l i t y ,  i t  do es  n o t  f o l l o w  t h a t  a  g iv e n  i n s t a n c e  of 

l i b e r a l i t y  i s  m e re ly  and  o n ly  an  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ’ s 

s p e n d in g  i n s t i n c t  b e in g  a ro u s e d  and  h i s  c h o o s in g  and a c t ­

i n g  on t h e  mean i n  i t .  H is  b e i n g  l i b e r a l  a n d  c h o o s in g  t h e  

mean i n  th e  s p e n d in g  i n s t i n c t  may b e  b u t  t h e  ou tw ard  a s p e c t  

o f  a  com plex  p r o c e s s .  On th e  m o t i v a t i o n a l  s i d e ,  h i s  s e l f -  

r e g a r d i n g  i n s t i n c t ,  th e  i n s t i n c t  o f  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  

h a t e ,  f e a r ,  o r  l o v e ,  may e a c h  be i n v o lv e d .  To even sp e ak  

o f  t h e  s p e n d in g  i n s t i n e e  b e in g  in v o lv e d  may, i n  t h e  n a t u r e
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o f  t h e  c a s e ,  be  f a r  a f i e l d .  B u t even  s o ,  th e  a g e n t ,  r e ­

g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n ,  may y e t ,  when i t  comes t o  h an d ­

in g  o u t  t h e  c a s h ,  f e e l  t h a t  h i s  t e l o s  r e q u i r e s  l i b e r a l i t y  

i n  h i s  g i f t ,  and he may employ t h e  t e c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n ­

in g  th e  mean i n  d e te r m in in g  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  h i s  g i f t ,  and  he 

may be  s a i d  to  b e  a c t i n g  on th e  mean o f  t h e  s p e n d in g  i n ­

s t i n c t .  B ut i n  so f a r  a s  by  A r i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r i n e  we a r e  

e n a b le d  t o  name and d e s c r i b e  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n ­

s t i n c t s ,  th e r e b y  f u r t h e r i n g  a  h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c s ,  and  i n  so 

f a r  a s  i t  e n a b le s  us  t o  r e c o g n iz e  and  name t h e  v i r t u e s  i n  

c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  r a n g e s  o f  r e s p o n s e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  w h ie h

we may n o t  be a b le  t o  g iv e  an a c c o u n t i n g  on t h e  i n s t i n c t -  
1

i v e  s i d e ,  ( f a c t o r s  su c h  a s  a c q u i r e d  k in d s  o f  a t t i t u d e s  

o v e r  a g a i n s t  s p e c i f i c  k in d s  o f  s i t u a t i o n s ) ,  and  to  g iv e  

c o n te n t  t o  s u c h  v i r t u e s  on new o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f 

th e  mean i s  h e l p f u l .

A r i s t o t l e  b a s e s  a  v i r t u e  upon a  p a s s i o n  i n  h i s  

s e a r c h  f o r  th e  u n i v e r s a l  o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t .  B ut 

f o r  t h e  G reeks a l r e a d y  t h e  v i r t u e s  had  a c q u i r e d  e m b e l l i s h ­

m ents  w h ic h  have  no c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  th e  mean and w h ic h  a r e  

th e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  a e s t h e t i c  t a s t e  o f  t h e  

G reeks p l u s  th e  a c c u m u la te d  f r u i t a g e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  The 

mean i n  im p o r ta n c e  i s  overshadow ed b y  t h e  t e l o s  t h a t

1 -  e f .  -  S u p p le m e n ta ry  l i s t  o f  m eans, pp 1 2 5 ,1 2 6 ,1 2 7 ,1 2 8 ,  
T h e s i s .
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d e te r m in e s  i t .  T e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t  i s  t h e  norm . I n  

si s e n s e  t h a t  f a c t  makes t h e  mean h u t  a n o t h e r  name f o r  t h e  

t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g ,  c a u s in g  t h e  mean to  come c l o s e  to  e n t e r ­

in g  th e  re a lm s  o f  t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  B ut t h a t  i s  f o r e ­

s t a l l e d  by  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e  mean b e in g  th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

u n i v e r s a l  o f  t h e  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g ,  s e r v i n g  b o t h  a s  a  means 

f o r  a c h i e v in g  and an  a i d  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  i t s  n a t u r e .

A d i f f e r e n c e  o f  d e g re e  i n  q u a n t i t y  makes a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  d e ­

g r e e  i n  q u a l i t y ,  h e n c e t  no q u a n t i t y ,  no q u a l i t y .  The i d e a  

o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  i s  p a r a l y z e d  b y  i n e r t i a  e x c e p t  f o r  a  

t e c h n iq u e  f o r  m a n ip u la t in g  t h e  m a t t e r  w h ic h  s h a l l  a c t u a l i z e  

i t .  The m a n ip u la t io n  o f  th e  m a t t e r  to  a c h i e v e  t h e  fo rm  

so u g h t i s  t h e  c o n c e rn  o f  t h e  mean.

The d o c t r i n e  makes a  d e f i n i t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  a s  an  add  

t o  c o n d u c t  i n  e n a b l in g  t h e  a g e n t  to  c l a s s i f y  c o n te m p la te d  

c o n d u c t  u n d e r  s u c h  h ead s  a s  n o n - p e r m i s s l b l e s , c o n d i t i o -  

p e r m i s s i b l e a ,  f u l l y  p e r m i s s i b l e s ,  e t c .  I t  e n a b l e s  him to  

p u t  m p r i n c i p l e  i n t o  h i s  c o n d u c t  w h ich  im poses  a  l i m i t  upon 

t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  h i s  t e n d e n c i e s  r e g a r d l e s s  i f  su c h  b e  s im p le  

o r  com plex , r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  harm on ious  w h o le .  To a s c r i b e  th e  

i d e a  o f  s y n t h e s i s  t o  t h e  v i r t u e s  a s  c o n c e iv e d  o f  by  A r i s ­

t o t l e ,  i s  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t .  A t b e s t  th e  s y n t h e s i s  i d e a  i s  

i n c i d e n t a l .  The f a c t  o f  t h e  mean a v o i d i n g  e x tre m e s  d o e s  n o t  

t h e r e f o r e  make t h e  mean a  s y n t h e s i s  e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  e x tre m e s
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©r of t h e  v a l u e s  s u p p o s e d ly  c o n c e a le d  b e h in d  t h o s e  e x ­

t r e m e s .  The e f f o r t  t o  do so  ( t o  a s c r i b e  t h a t  m o tiv e  t o  

A r i s t o t l e )  was shown t o  be  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  A g iv e n  e x tre m e ,  

maximum, i s  n o t  a lw ay s  a  b a d .  I t  i s  o n ly  t e l e o l o g i c a l l y  

s u c h ,  from  th e  v i e w p o in t  o f  a n  e n d .  I n  a  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  

good i n  i t s e l f  a  s y n t h e s i s  i s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s e  

s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  becomes a  s y n t h e s i s  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n s ,  o f  

c o n c e p t s .  I n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s e  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  t o  

p r e v e n t  a  s y n t h e s i z i n g  o f  one v a l u a t i o n a l  e le m e n t  w i t h  

a n o t h e r  i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  c u lm in a t in g  i n  a  f i n a l  u l t i m a t e  a l l -  

em b rac in g  s y n t h e s i s ,  a f t e r  t h e  m anner t h a t  P l a t o ’ s  J u s t i e e  

t h e o r e t i c a l l y  em braces a l l  t h e  v i r t u e s  a t  th e  same t im e  

r e t a i n i n g  and g i v i n g  a  u n i t y  o f  m ean in g .

f ro m  th e  v ie w p o in t  o f  A r i s t o t l e ’ s d o c t r i n e ,  how­

e v e r ,  t h e  t e l o s  w e l l - b e i n g  u n i f i e s  m ean in g , and  i t s  a c t u a l ­

i z a t i o n  r e s u l t s  i n  an a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  v i r t u e s ,  

o f  t h e  v i r t u e  i n  e a c h  p a s s i o n ,  e a c h  o f  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  

l i m i t e d  by  th e  t e l o s  ( a s  a n  i d e a l )  and  e a c h  o f  w h ic h  c o n t r i ­

b u t e s  to  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e l o s .  I t  p ro m o tes  a  

t e l o s - c o n d i t i o n e d  y e a - s a y i n g  t o  t o t a l  man.
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OH THE HBOATITO' SU B  o f  A r i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r i n e  an  im­

p o s in g  a r r a y  o f  d e f e c t s  can  be c i t e d .  The mean "being t e l o s -  

d e te r m in e d ,  we m ust c o n c lu d e  t h a t  A r i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r i n e  ©f t h e  

mean a s  an  add  t o  co n d u c t  s t a n d s  o r  f a l l s  w i t h  h i s  t e l o s .

I f  t h e  t e l o s  "be a. m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  mean i s  a l l  t h e  more 

a n  in s t r u m e n t  o f  e r r o r .  I t  h a s  b e e n  e a r l i e r  shown t h a t  t h e  

mean c o u ld  e q u a l l y  w e l l  be  em ployed b y  h edon ism  and o t h e r  

e t h i c a l  i s m s ,  and  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  i t  seems s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  i t  

h a s  n o t  b e e n .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  f a c t  o f  a  t e l o s  w h ic h  t h e  w r i t e r  

q u e s t io n s  b u t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t e l o s  o f  A r i s t o t l e .  Hence th e  

w e l l - n i g h  d e i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e a s o n ,  th e  a b se n c e  o f  a n  a d e q u a te  

d o c t r i n e  o f  v o l i t i o n ,  th e  s c a n t  p l a c e  g i v e n  t o  i n t u i t i o n ,  

m ust a l i k e  b e  c h a rg e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  a c c o u n t  ©f A r i s t o t l e * s  

d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  m ean. A r i s t o t l e * s  v o l i t i o n  i s  r e a s o n - d e t e r ­

m in e d . R eason and  w i l l  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l .  R eason  

and  i n t u i t i o n  a r e  m erged . Man i s  t h e  s l a v e  o f  h i s  r e a s o n .

The ego h a s  n o th in g  t o  s a y .  A l th o u g h  he  sp e a k s  o f  i n v o lu n ­

t a r y  a c t i o n s  a s  su c h  a s  a r e  d e te rm in e d  from  w i t h o u t ,  and 

w here  t h e  a g e n t  c o n t r i b u t e s  n o t h i n g ,  and v o l u n t a r y  a c t i o n s  

a s  t h o s e  w h ich  o r i g i n a t e  f ro m  w i t h i n ,  y e t  i t  i s  r e a s o n  w h ich  

i s  e n th ro n e d  w i t h i n  and  w h ich  wi s  t h e  m an." Hence man i s  

r e a s o n  d e te r m in e d .

The i n t u i t i v e  e le m e n t  i s  a lm o s t  c o m p le te ly  l a c k i n g .  

When he s a y s  “ th e  d e c i s i o n  r e s t s  w i t h  p e r c e p t io n *  i n  th e  

-ca se  o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  m ean, i t  i s  e v i d e n t l y  a  m a t t e r  o f
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” s e e i n g ” t h e  mean i n  a n  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  w h ich  a l lo w s  of  

p e r c e p t i o n ,  a f t e r  h o t h  t h e  t o o  much and t h e  t o o  l i t t l e  h a r e  

a l r e a d y  b e en  p e r c e i v e d .

The e le m e n t  o f  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  i s  p a r a l y z i n g .  The 

k in d  i s  in d e e d  o n e ,  th e  u n i v e r s a l  man a s  a  k i n d ,  v i z s  

”m anness" i s  a  r e a l i t y ,  a s  much a s  th e  u n i v e r s a l  oak  o r  oak ­

n e s s .  B ut w i t h i n  t h e  k in d  a r e  s t i l l  o t h e r  k in d s  b e tw een  

w h ich  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  a s  d i s t i n c t  and  r e a l  a s  b e tw e e n  Soc­

r a t e s ,  P l a t o  and  A r i s t o t l e ,  a s  one k in d  ©f a  k i n d ,a n d  t h e  

i l l i t e r a t e  hew ers o f  s t o n e  an d  d ra w e rs  o f  w a te r  a s  a n o th e r  

k in d  o f  a  k i n d .  F o r  a  S o c r a t e s  t o  f o l l o w  a  s t a n d a r d i z i n g  

d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  h i s  w e l l - b e i n g  i n  

t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  h i s  d a y ,  w ould  have  d e p r iv e d  p o s t e r i t y  o f  

knowing S o c r a t e s .  He was among t h e  b l e s s e d  d e s p i s e r s  o f  

w e l l - b e i n g  i n  s o c i e t y ,  w i th o u t  w h ic h  d e s p i s i n g  p o s t e r i t y  

would b e  t h e  p o o r e r .  The a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

was n o t  h i s  w e l l - b e i n g  i n  s o c i e t y ,  u n l e s s  we c o n s i d e r  w e l l ­

b e in g  i n  t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  g e n e r a t i o n .

B u t w e l l - b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a p a r t  f ro m  s o c i e t y ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  

s o c i e t y ,  and  w i t h  t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  o f  m a t e r i a l  good ( i n s t r u ­

m e n t s ) ,  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  A r i s t o t l e ’ s d e f i n i t i o n  t h e r e o f .

A t th e  o t h e r  ex tre m e  s t a n d  th o s e  o f  m eager a b i l i t y ,  

t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  whose p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  even  w i t h  th e  

g o o d w i l l  o f  t h e i r  f e l lo w m e n ,  s t i l l  i s  n o t  w e l l - b e i n g .  F o r  

t h e i r s  m u s t  be a  s t a t e  o f  d i s c o n t e n t ,  a s  t h e y  p e r c e i v e
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t h e m s e lv e s ,  hy  r e a s o n  o f  l a c k  o f  n a t i v e  endowment, d e p r iv e d  

o f  th e  goods s h a r e d  b y  th e  m id d le  a n d  u p p e r  s t r a t a  o f  

p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  "being d e p r iv e d  o f  t h e  w h e re ­

w i t h a l  f o r  a c t u a l i z i n g  t h e i r  d e s i r e s .  Hence t h e  mean i s  i n  

a  s e n s e  th e  d o c t r i n e  f o r  t h o s e  i n  t h e  m id d le  c l a s s  of p o ­

t e n t i a l i t y  who a c t u a l i z e  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l i t y  a m id s t  a  g e n e r a ­

t i o n  t h a t  i s  a t  l e a s t  n e t  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  th em . The mean i s  

h e r e  a  s t a n d a r d i z e r  w h e re in  t h o s e  o f  m eager a b i l i t y  c a n n o t  

a c h ie v e  w e l l - b e i n g ,  and w h e re in  S o c r a t e s ,  i n  a c h i e v i n g  w e l l -  

b e i n g ,  would b e  ^ m e d io c r iz e d .* ’ S o c r a t e s '  p o t e n t i a l i t y  i s  

s u c h  t h a t  i t s  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  w i l l  b r i n g  him a  w e l l - b e i n g  w h ich  

i s  su c h  by d e f i n i t i o n  o n ly .  A c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t y  

i s  p r e s e n t .  B ut s u c h  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  l e a v e s  o u t  t h e  e le m e n t  

o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  g o o d w i l l ,  s t o p s  t h e  e a r s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

g e n e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  h im , and  g iv e s  him  t h e  h e m lo ck .

U n le s s  some p r i n c i p l e  o t h e r  t h a n  w e l l - b e in g :  ( i n  t h e  

c a se  o f  S o c r a t e s  th e  d e s i r e  t o  "know w hat I  d o n ' t  know") be  

p r e s e n t , -  p r e s e n t  i n  th e  fo rm  o f  a  p a s s i o n ,  a  b u r n in g  d e ­

s i r e ,  even  a p a r t  f ro m  d e s i r e  f o r  w e l l - b e i n g , -  th e  m a n 's  

p o t e n t i a l i t y  w i l l  i n  a l l  p o s s i b i l i t y  rem a in  u n a c t u a l i z e d .  

S e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  made a  d i r e c t  g o a l  i n  l i f e  a p p e a r s  t o  

be  l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  m aking  i t  s o  i n d i r e c t l y ,  f o r  i n ­

s t a n c e ,  b e in g  s p u r r e d  on b y  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  n e ed  f o r  b a s i c  

goods su c h  a s  s h e l t e r ,  f a m i l y ,  p r e s t i g e ,  e t c .  may be t h e  

p r im e  i n c e n t i v e  i n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  w h ic h  t h e  l a r g e r
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g ood , A r i s t o t e l i a n  w e l l - b e i n g ,  i s  a c h i e v e d .  S o c r a t e s  and 

h i s  k in d  a p p e a r  m o t iv a te d  b y  d e s i r e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  

a c t u a l i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l i t y .  R eg ard  f o r  w e l l - b e i n g  from  th e  

v ie w p o in t  o f  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  a c c la im  o f  t h e i l r  fe l lo w m en  i s  

o u t  o f  th e  p i c t u r e *  Were i t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  S o c r a t e s  m ig h t  

have  been  a  c o n g e n ia l  e n t e r t a i n e r  o f h i s  c o n te m p o r a r i e s ,  

and  m ig h t  have l e f t  p o s t e r i t y  a  S o c r a t i c  v e r s i o n  o f  "How t o  

w in  f r i e n d s  and  i n f l u e n c e  p e o p l e . "  A c t u a l i z i n g  h i s  p o t e n ­

t i a l i t y  came a b o u t  t h r o u g h  h i s  q u e s t  f o r  t r u t h .  B u t to  w hat 

end t r u t h ?  U l t i m a t e l y  t r u t h  i n  r e g a r d  t o  human w e l l -b e in g : ,  

we may s a y ,  f o r  th e  ra n k  and f i l e .  The r e c k l e s s n e s s  o r  

S o c r a t e s ,  th e  "m adness" o f  M e t z s e h e  w h i le  i n  h i s  prim®, th e  

ex trem e  p e ss im ism  o f  S c h o p e n h a u e r ,  w h ich  r e s u l t e d  n o t  o n ly  

i n  "The World a s  W i l l  and  Id e a "  b u t  a l s o  i n  h i s  d i a t r i b e  

a g a i n s t  women, w ere  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  m o t i v a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  f a r  

s u p e r i o r  i n  s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a c t u a l i z e  t h e i r  p o t e n ­

t i a l i t i e s .  The l a t t e r  a p p e a r s  r a t h e r  i n c i d e n t a l  t o  t h e  

f o r m e r .  The fo rm e r  a c h ie v e d  th e  l a t t e r .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t y - a e t u a l i t y  

d o e t r i n e  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h o s e  c a p a b le  o f  l i t t l e  e l s e  th a n  

m e n ia l  l a b o r ,  t h e i r  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  l e a v e s  them  m inus w e l l ­

b e i n g .  B ut t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  m an n ess .  © th e rs  who a l s o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  m anness have  g r e a t e r  p o t e n t i a l i t y .  I n  con­

s e q u e n c e ,  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e c i p r o c i t y ,  t h e  l a t t e r r s s h a r e  

“o f  l i f e f s goods i s  l a r g e r .  B u t e a c h  i s  an i n d i v i d u a l
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s h a r i n g  i n  m anness * e a c h  i s  o n e .  T h is  f i n d s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  

th e  u t i l i t a r i a n  p r i n c i p l e  f e a c h  to  c o u n t  f o r  o n e ,  no one to  

c o u n t  f o r  more th a n  o n e , ” amd w h ic h  h a s  h a p p in e s s  a s  i t s  

c o n s c io u s  g o a l .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  m anness  f u r t h e r  i s s u e s  i n  

a  d o c t r i n e  o f  p s e u d o - e q u a l i t y ,  w h ich  f o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  p u r ­

p o s e s  w ould  e l i m i n a t e  and  g l o s s  o v e r  t h e  f a c t  o f  k in d n e s s  

w i t h i n  t h e  k i n d ,  and o u g h t  on t h a t  b a s i s  ( i n  v iew  o f  a  

p r a c t i c a l  l i m i t  a s  t o  w hat a n y  one i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  consume) 

t o  i s s u e  i n  a  l i k e  s h a r i n g  o f  t h i s  w o r l d 1s g o o d s ,  i n  com­

m unal l i v i n g  a s  opposed  to  c o m p e t i t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e  s u c h  a s  

h a s  l a r g e r  p r i v a t e  o w n e rsh ip  a s  i t s  g o a l .  T h is  seems t o  b e  

a t  th e  r o o t  o f  a  co m m unis tic  e t h i c .

A s id e  f ro m  an  e t h i c  o f  communism o r  a n  e t h i c  o f  

s o c i a l i s m ,  su c h  a s  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e s  r e s u l t s  i n  a  more 

e q u i t a b l e  s h a r i n g  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  p a s r t i e i p a t -  

i n  m an n ess ,  i t  r e m a in s  t h a t  t h o s e  o f  m eager p o t e n t i a l i t y  

s h a r e  so m e a g e r ly  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  g o o d s  o f  l i f e , -  a r e  so 

h a u n te d  by th e  s p e c t e r s  o f  h u n g e r ,  unem ploym ent, e t c . , -  

a r e  so  c r i p p l e d  by  te m p o ra ry  r e v e r s a l s , -  t h a t  we c a n n o t  p r o ­

nounce  them  a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  w e l l - b e i n g .  T h i s ,  t o  t h e  

w r i t e r ,  a p p e a r s  a s  a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and  a  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c o n ­

f r o n t i n g  an  e t h i c  o f humanism w i t h  an  e t h i c  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n ­

ism  and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  e t h i c  w i th  a  co m m un is t ic  e t h i c .
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An e t h i c  "based upon th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  "broad 

w ide  s e n s e  an i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n d s  t o  s t i m u l i  f ro m  w i t h i n  

and  f ro m  w i th o u t  a s  he d o e s ,  and  t h a t  he  c a n n o t  © th e rw is e ,  

i s  w i t h i n  l i m i t s  ai p a r t  t r u t h  ( S p inoza*  s d e te rm in is m  h a s  

made i t  th e  whole t r u t h )  w h ic h  i n  t u r n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  t h e o r y  

t h a t  t h e  m e a g e r ly  t a l e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n n o t  "become t i n  

B i b l i c a l  f i v e  t a l e n t e d  man, t h a t  t h e  k i n d s w i t h i n  th e  k in d  

a r e  in s u rm o u n ta b le  r e a l i t i e s .  The m e a g e r ly  t a l e n t e d  a r e  i n  

a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e re in  th e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l ­

i t i e s  s t i l l  l e a v e s  them  w i th o u t  th e  a b i l i t y  to  a c q u i r e  th e  

p h y s i c a l  goods w h ic h  A r i s t o t l e  (and  we) deem a s  n e c e s s a r y  

equ ipm en t t o  w e l l - b e i n g ,  and  w hich  c o n s ig n s  them  to a  hand 

t o  m outh e x i s t e n c e  su c h  t h a t  th e  f a c t  o f  k in d n e s s  p r e v e n t s  

one from  p ro n o u n c in g  them a s  p o s s e s s o r s  o f  w e l l - b e i n g .

I n  t h e i r  c a se  a l s o ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t y - a e t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e

a s  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  l e a v e s  him  w i th o u t
1

t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  w h ic h  o t h e r  k in d s  w i t h i n  th e  k in d  know, and 

w h ic h  t h e  l a t t e r  k in d  w o u ld  n o t  and  c o u ld  n o t  pronounce? a s  

w e l l - b e i n g .

1 -  I t  c an  h e re  b e  o b j e c t e d  t h a t  we do  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  an  i n ­
j u s t i c e  by  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h im  a s  o f  a  k i n d ,  o r  even a s  o f  
a  k in d  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  k in d ;  t h a t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  
d i f f e r e n t ,  down t o  t h e  l a s t  p e r s o n ;  t h a t  we m ust u l t i m ­
a t e l y  d e a l  w i t h  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  i s ,  w i t h o u t  l a b e l i n g  
him w i t h  a  k i n d - t a g ;  t h a t  k in d s  a r e  a  m y th .
T h is  o b j e c t i o n  c a n  i n  one se n se  be  s u s t a i n e d .  B u t s u s ­
t a i n i n g  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n  we a r e  y e t  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e
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The l a r g e r  k i n d n e s s ,  we c o n c lu d e ,  i s  th e  b i n d i n g  

l i n k  b e tw een  th e  k in d s  w i t h i n  t h e  k i n d s .  B u t t h e  k in d s  

w i t h i n  t h e  k in d s  a r e  so  d i v e r s e  t h a t  on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l ! t y - a c t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  p a r t  can  a c h ie v e  w e l l - b e i n g  

and p a r t  c a n n o t .  The f a c t  o f  masm-kindness c r i e s  o u t  a g a i n s t  

t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  The a b u n d a n t ly  t a l e n t e d  a r e  a p t  to  b l e s s

t h a t  o r d e r  and b i d  t h e  m e a g e r ly  t a l e n t e d *  Be c o n t e n t ,  ©r 

e l s e  t o  do a s  t h e y ,  t h e  a b u n d a n t ly  t a l e n t e d  d i d ,  w h ic h ,  i n  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  The l a t t e r  f a t h e r s

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t i a e  w i t h i n  th e  human r a c e ,  
( o t h e r  t h a n  p h y s i c a l  an d  l a n g u a g e ) , w h ich  make p o s s i b l e  
l o g i c a l  d i v i s i o n  and  w i t h o u t  w h ic h  d i v i s i o n  we w ould  b e  
u t t e r l y  a t  sea*  T h is  l o g i c a l  d i v i s i o n  c a n  b e  on t h e  b a s i s  
o f  one fundam entum  d i v i s i o n i s  o r  a n o t h e r ,  d e p e n d in g  up on  
t h e  p u rp o s e  i n  m ind . D i f f e r e n t i a e  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n ­
t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s ,  when e x p r e s s e d  i n  te rm s  Of s u p e r i o r ,  
a v e r a g e , and lo w , i s  an  i n s t a n c e  osE’d l^ M iA iv is d n n  (The p ub ­
l i c  s c h o o l s  have  become s u f f i c i e n t l y  " s c i e n t i f i c "  t o  l i s t  
th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  by a  SUMBERI -  
w h ic h  s h o u ld  make P y th a g o r a s  r e j o i c e ) .  But ev en  when th e  
fundam entum  d i v i s i o n i s  i s  " i n t e l l i g e n c e " ,  and  th e  d i v i s i o n  
i s  made on th e  b a s i s  o f  s u c h  b ro a d  c o n c e p ts  a s  " s u p e r i o r ,  
a v e r a g e  and lo w ,"  we a r e  t h e n  s t i l l  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  d i s t u r b ­
in g  b o r d e r - l i n e  c a s e s ,  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  a r e  s u p e r i o r  
i n  some t h i n g s  a n d  s t u p i d  i n  o t h e r s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  f o r m a l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s ,  an d  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  one j u s t  
does n o t  know how t o  c l a s s i f y .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s  a r e  
i n  a  s e n s e  s u c h  by  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t o  W it:  I f  ( g e n u s ) s  and  i n ­
d i v i d u a l ,  ( d i f f e r e n t i a ) :  re s p o n d s  th u s  an d  s o ,  he i s  s u p e r ­
i o r .  T h is  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n d s  th u s  a n d  s o .  T h is  i n d i v i d u a l  
Is superior. As Bacon would ask* Are we certain r e g a r d i n g  
th e  m a jo r  p re m is e ?  I n  any e a s e ,  th o u g h  we u l t i m a t e l y  d e a l  
w i t h  an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  we r e c o g n iz e  him t o  b e  a  k in d  o f  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  and  d e a l  w i t h  him  a c c o r d i n g l y .  K ind s  s e r v e ,  i f  
n o t  a s  p re m is e s  f o r  p r o o f ,  t h e n  a t  l e a s t  a s  p re m is e s  f o r  
a c t i o n .
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i d e a s  su c h  a s  th e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  w hich 

a im s to  h e  a n  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l ! t y - a c t u a l i t y  

p r i n c i p l e  PIUS, i n  t h a t  th e  f a c t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  k in d n e s s  

s h a l l  he made a  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  h a s i c  r e t u r n  f o r  

e a c h  and a l l ,  g u a ra n te e d  h y  t h e  s t a t e ,  so  t h e  He q u ip m e n tw 

ne ed e d  f o r  w e l l - b e i n g  s h a l l  n o t  he l a c k i n g ,  and so t h a t  

w e l l - b e i n g  s h a l l  he p o s s i b l e  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t  f o r  a l l *

Human n a t u r e  "being what i t  i s ,  i t  seem s t o  t h e  w r i t e r  a  

p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n  to  a s k s  To w hat e x t e n t  ( i n  o r g a n iz e d  

s o c i e t y )  does t h e  e t h i c a l  s e n s e  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  h i d  t h e  

s t a t e  s t e p  i n  and  make p r o v i s i o n  (on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  p a r t i c i ­

p a t i o n  i n  m anness) f o r  th e  m e a g e r ly  p o t e n t i a l  t o  s h a r e  i n  

t h e  m a t e r i a l  h a s i s  o f  w e l l - h e i n g ,  g r a n t i n g  t h e  a c t u a l i z a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l i t y ?  The f o r e g o i n g  a r e  f a c t o r s  

i n h e r e n t  i n  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  A r i s t o t l e * s  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  

mean.

A h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c  i s  s e l f  d e f e a t i n g  when c a r r i e d  

t o  i t s  u l t i m a t e  c o n c l u s i o n .  I a n ,  ( n o t  a s  an a b s t r a c t i o n ^  

h u t  a s  a  h e in g  w i t h  a  hody  t h a t  h a s  a  s to m ac h , a  hody t h a t  

n e e d s  s h e l t e r ,  c l o t h e s  a n d  m e d ic a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  a  hody t h a t  

may w ear  o u t  b e f o r e  th e  h e a r t ,  a  body t h a t  r e f u s e s  t o  be 

l e n t  t o  d ru d g e ry  when l a b o r  s a v in g  d e v i c e s  a r e  on t h e  m ar­

k e t ,  t h a t  w an ts  n o t  o n ly  b r e a d  b u t  a l s o  r o s e s )  m ust f o r
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h i s  mm  good l e t  t h e  f a c t  o f  k in d n e s s  i s s u e  on t h e  one

hand i n  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  ( a t t i t u d e )  t h a t  w i l l  g iv e  t h e  m eag er­

l y  p o t e n t i a l  a  r e t u r n  above w ha t t h e i r  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  may 

j u s t i f y  i n  p r e s e n t  s o c i e t y ,  b a s e d  on t h e  f a c t  o f  p a r t i c i p a ­

t i o n  i n  m an n ess ,  t h e  w o r ld  b e in g  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  h e r i t a g e  

o f  th e  k i n d ,  t h e  k in d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  and  f u t u r e ,  

n e a r  and  d i s t a n t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand i t  m ust 

a l l o w  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  on t h e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  r i c h l y  endowed m i n o r i t y ,  upon whom u l t i m a t e l y  ( i n  an 

o r d e re d  s o c i e t y )  depends t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  and p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  

m a j o r i t y .  F o r  i t  i s  t h e  h i g h l y  endowed m i n o r i t y  t h a t  m ust 

and  does e v e r  s u p p ly  b o t h  t h e  e t h i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  

l e a v e n ,  w i th o u t  w h ich  th e  m id d le  c l a s s  s i n k s  i n t o  s t u p i d i t y  

an d  becom es custom -bound  and  i n t o l e r a n t .  The w e l l - b e i n g  

o f  th e  u l t r a  p o t e n t i a l  m u s t  be  r e g a r d e d  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  i n  th e  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i n  th e  h e r e  a n d  now, b u t  whose 

f e r n s t e n - l i e b e  c a u s e s  them  t o  d e s p i s e  t h e  d e s p i s i n g s  o r  th e  

p e r s e c u t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  c o n te m p o r a r i e s ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  i n  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  r e m o te .

B u t a t  t h a t ,  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  a s  

t h e  i d e a l  o f  e d u c a t io n  r e m a in s .  I t  i s  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e  d i ­

v e r s i t y  o f  k in d s  w i t h i n  t h e  k in d  w h ic h  c r e a t e s  a  s i t u a t i o n  

w h ich  a p p e a r s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  cosm ic  i n j u s t i c e .  T h is  l a t t e r

1 -  B e in g  o f  a  k i n d .
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m ust "be r e c t i f i e d  by  t h e  f a c t  o f  a  w id e r  k i n d n e s s ,  i n  w hich  

in d e e d  e a c h  human c o u n ts  a s  one and no one f o r  more th a n  o n e .

Thus a  h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  a s  i t s  g o a l  f o r  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  ( d e s i r a b l e  a n d  

n e c e s s a r y  a s  we c o n c e iv e  t h a t  to  he)  m ust t a k e  s p e c i f i c  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  a r e  t h e r e b y  c r e a t e d ,  a n d  w h ic h  

i n  p r a c t i c e  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  v e r y  w e l l - b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  

d o c t r i n e  s e e k s  t o  a c h i e v e ,  in .  a c h ie v e d  i n d i v i d u a l  p o t e n ­

t i a l i t y  a c t u a l i z e d  on t h e  p a r t  o f t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  com posing  

s o c i e t y ,  does n o t  p re s u p p o s e  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  w h o le ,  

so  lo n g  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r m i n g l e  and  l i v e  s i d e  b y  

s i d e .  H e i t h e r  do es  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p re s u p p o s e  

th e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  compose i t .  n e i t h e r  

can  an  u l t r a  endowed i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  w e l l - b e i n g ,  

and  who i s  c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  k i n d n e s s ,  (w h ich  th e  

w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  sy m p a th y ) ,  be  s a i d  to  

be  happy i n  h i s  w e l l - b e i n g  when and  a s  he s e e s  h i s  f e l l o w s  

l i v i n g  i n  s q u a l o r  and i n s e c u r i t y *  H is k i n d - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

w i l l  d e te rm in e  h im  n o t  o n ly  t o  l i b e r a l i t y  to w a rd  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  m e a g e r ly  endowed whom he d i r e c t l y  c o n t a c t s  * b u t  w i l l  

l i k e w i s e  d e te rm in e  him to  s e e k  t o  c r y s t a l l i z e  k i n d - e o n -  

s c i o u s n e s s  i n  p r a c t i c a l  m ea su re s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n  i n s t i t ­

u t i o n s ,  o r  i n  s t a t u t e s .  I f  e t h i c s  ends w i t h  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

i t  e n d s .  The e t h i c a l  s e n s e  o f a  p e r s o n  who h a s  become k i n d -  

c o n s c io u s  im p e l i s  t h a t  p e r s o n  t o  go beyond e t h i c s  i n t o
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p o l i t i c s ,  o r  o th e r w is e  s t a t e d ,  he s e e k s  t o  make h i s  e t h i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  e f f e c t i v e  and to  u n i v e r s a l i z e  them  th r o u g h  p o l i ­

t i c s *

I n d i v i d u a l  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  th o u g h  an e n d ,  i s  

n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  u n to  i t s e l f ,  h a v in g  a  te n d e n c y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  

th e  sn o b b e ry  o f  t h e  u l t r a - e n d o w e d ,  said i n  a  s t a t e  o f  r e s e n t ­

ment on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e a g e r ly  endowed, who m ust depend  

upon t h e i r  own e f f o r t s  f o r  l i f e ' s  b r e a d ,  r o s e s  a n d  g a d g e t s .  

T h is  f a c t  p r e s e n t s  u s  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e #

E i t h e r  t h e r e  m ust he  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  man s u c h  k i n d - c o n s c i o n e ­

n e s s  and  k in d  s e n s i t iv e n e s s ?  on t h e  p a r t  o f  th e  u l t r a - e n d o w e d  

and  t h o s e  o f  medium endowment a s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a t  l e a s t  a  

b a s i c  l e v e l  o f  s e c u r i t y .  T h is  i s  an  i d e a l i s t i c  d ream . The 

o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  t h a t  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r - k i n g s  ( l e g i s l a ­

t o r s )  c r y s t a l l i z e  t h e  l a r g e r  k i n d - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n t o  con­

s t r u c t i v e  and p r o t e c t i v e  s t a t u t e s .  E t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  

n o t  b e in g  a b l e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e m s e l f ,  m ust e i t h e r  b e  v o lu n ­

t a r i l y  a d h e re d  t o ,  o r  a l s e  m ust be  c r y s t a l l i z e d  i n t o  man­

d a t e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  " 'ought t o  b e"  b e in g  made a  man­

d a t o r y  "o u g h t  t o  d o ."
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t > - -  An A l t e r n a t i v e .

© b v io u s ly  we a r e  h e r e i n  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  human­

i s t i c  ty p e  o f  e t h i c s  r a t h e r  th a n  w i t h  e t h i c s  i n  g e n e r a l  o r  

w i t h  th e  good i n  g e n e r a l ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  good  i n  i t s e l f .

Hence o u r  c o n c e rn  i s  n o t  w i t h  a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p ts  o f  th e  v i r ­

t u e s ,  h u t  w i t h  v i r t u e  a n d  t h e  v i r t u e s  f ro m  t h e  v ie w p o in t  

o f  h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c s ,  b a se d  upon w hat A r i s t o t l e  c a l l s  th e  

" p a s s i o n s . n T h is  ty p e  o f e t h i c s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  A r i s t o t l e  

c u lm in a te s  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  m ean. A r i s t o t l e ' s  doc­

t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean may be  s a i d  to  b e  t h e  o u t - g r o w th  o f  h i s  

t e l e o l o g y ,  w h ic h  i s  b a s e d  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man a s  o f  a  

k i n d .  Our c o n c e rn  i s  n o t  w i t h  th e  m a th e m a t ic a l  mean o r  i n  

t h e  a b s t r a c t  w i t h  a  mean n o n - t e l e o l o g i c a l l y  r e l a t i v e  t o  u s ,  

b u t  w i t h  A r i s t o t l e ' s  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  m ean . We s h a l l  a t t e m p t  

t o  s u g g e s t  th e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a  

more a d e q u a te  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean w i t h i n  th e  fram ew ork  o f  

h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c s .

The w r i t e r  a c c e p t s  i n  g e n e r a l  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t y -  

a c t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  A r i s t o t l e ,  h o ld in g  t h a t  i n  th e  c a s e  

o f  man, h i s  suprem e oug h t o v e r  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

o v e r  a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y ,  i s  t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o t e n ­

t i a l i t y  * i n  so f a r  a s  t h a t  i s  a  l i f e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  rea so n *

He a c c e p t s  t h a t  a s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  n a t u r e ,  i f  n a t u r e  can  

b e  s a i d  t o  have  an  i n t e n t i o n  f o r  man; a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  

man, a s  by a n a lo g y  th e  eye  and e a r  c a n  b e  s a i d  t o  have  a
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f u n c t i o n .  He a l s o  a c c e p t s  t h a t  w h ic h  f o l lo w s  from  i t ,  v iz *  

th e  t e l e o l o g i e a l  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  v i r t u e s  (w h ich  

a r e  b o t h  ends and  means) w h ich  a r e  means t o  t h e  suprem e e n d , 

t h e  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  man*s p o t e n t i a l  n a t u r e ,  w e l l - h e i n g .

He a l s o  a c c e p t s  a  d o e tr im e  o f  t h e  mean ( n o t  p r e c i s e l y  A r i s ­

t o t l e  *s) a s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  o f  t h e  overw helm ing  m a j o r i t y  o f  

i n s t a n c e s  o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n d u c t ,  and  to  w h ich  A r i s ­

t o t l e ' s  t e c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  mean i s  p e r t i n e n t  

and  a p p l i c a b l e .  He f u r t h e r  a c c e p t s  ( f ro m  t h e  v ie w p o in t  

o f  h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c s )  A r i s t o t l e ' s  d o c t r i n e  o f v i r t u e  a s  a  

s t a t e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  c h o o ses  th e  mean ( n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

A r i s t o t l e ' s  m ea n ) .  He h o ld s  t h a t  f ro m  th e  v i e w p o in t  o f 

h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c s  th e  mean i s  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  u n i v e r s a l  

o f  t h e  t e l o s  f u l f i l l i n g ,  th e  c o n c e p t  b e in g  a n  a i d  t o  con­

d u c t  even  i f  and when an i n s t a n c e  o f  th e  t e l o s  f u l f i l l i n g  

i s  n o t  a  mean*

The f i r s t  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a  more a d e q u a te  d o c t r i n e  

o f  t h e  mean i s  a  r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  man w i t h  

a  v iew  t o  d e te r m in in g  h i s  t e l o s  i n  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  s e n s e .  

T h is  i n e v i t a b l y  r e q u i r e s  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  w hat we c o n c e iv e  

man to  b e ,  and w hat we c o n c e iv e  t h e  good o f  man to  b e  on 

th e  b a s i s  o f  m a n 's  n a tu r e *  T h is  i n  a  s e n s e  i s  an  e t h i c  

w h ic h  i s  t h e  i s s u e ,  t h e  o f f s p r i n g ,  o f  t h e  u n io n  o f  p h y s i ­

o lo g y  and  p s y c h o lo g y ,  i n  so f a r  and t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  

t h o s e  two d i s c i p l i n e s  can  g iv e  u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  l i g h t  on
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t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  o f  man a s  o f  a  k i n d ,  and  o f  t h e  -v a r ia ­

t i o n s  i n  k in d s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  k in d *

I n  t h i s  r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  w r i t e r  w ould  g r a n t  

man’ s d i f f e r e n t i a  a s  b e in g  r e a s o n .  B ut he  w ould  a sk  a  f u l l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  r e a s o n  w i t h  th e  w i l l ,  o f  

r e a s o n  and i n t u i t i o n ,  o f  r e a s o n  and  t h e  * t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

u n i t y  o f  a p p e r c e p t i o n , * v iz *  t h e  e g o . Such a n  i n v e s t i g a ­

t i o n  n e ed s  t o  b e  c o n s e q u e n t ,  and  e a c h  f a c t o r  m ust be  f o r ­

m u la te d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  and e a c h  w i t h  r e f e r ­

ence  t o  t h e  w h o le ,  and  th e  w hole  ( t h e  w o rk in g  p i c t u r e )  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e  to  e t h i c s .  T h i s ,  on t h e  t h e o r e t i c  s i d e ,  w i l l  

p r e v e n t  a m b ig u i ty  i n  d e f i n i t i o n  and  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  w i l l  p r e ­

v e n t  o v e r l a p p in g  o f  f u n c t i o n s ,  w i l l  c l a r i f y  t h e i r  i n t e r ­

r e l a t i o n s ,  and  w i l l  g iv e  u s  a  d e l i m i t e d  r e a s o n ,  o r  r a t h e r  

a  p i c t u r e  o f  r e a s o n  t h a t  i s  e q u ip p e d  w i t h ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  h a s  

a t  i t s  d i s p o s a l ,  i n t u i t i o n  a n d  w i l l ,  and  w h ic h  i s  i t s e l f  

u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  e g o .  A r i s t o t l e ’ s r e a s o n  i s  

th u s  m o d if ie d  and  c o n d i t i o n e d  a s  th e  n a t u r e  o f  man w a r r a n t s  

and  p r e s c r i b e s  i t ,  a p a r t  from  m ere t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a ­

t i o n s .

A r i s t o t l e  b e in g  o f  g i g a n t i c  i n t e l l e c t  h i m s e l f ,  can  

b e  f o r g i v e n  h i s  em p h as is  on r e a s o n  to  t h e  w e l l - n i g h  e x c l u ­

s i o n  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  We concede r e a s o n  a s  man’ s 

d i f f e r e n t i a ,  b u t  h o ld  t h a t  i t  m ust be  m o d i f i e d  b y  th e  above  

f a c t o r s *  A c c o r d in g ly ,  a  d o c t r i n e  o f  v o l i t i o n  m ust b e
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d e v e lo p e d ,  n o t  by i t s e l f  "but w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  h u m an is­

t i c  e t h i c s .  T h is  i s  a  s t a n d i n g  c h a l l e n g e  w h ic h  h o t h  

S c h o p en h au e r  and  H le tz s c h e  i n c i d e n t a l l y  h u r l  a t  A r i s t o t l e ’ s 

c o n c e p t io n  o f  r e a s o n  a s  Mb e in g  t h e  man.*1 S ch o p e n h au e r  

c o n v in c in g ly  a r g u e s  t h a t  Mw i l l M i s  t h e  m an, and  t h a t  h i s  

s a l v a t i o n  l i e s  i n  w i l l i n g  n o t  t o  a s s e n t  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  

w i l l ,  a s  t h a t  w i l l  would e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  i n  and  th r o u g h  

h im . The w i l l  i s  t h e  man, f o r  S c h o p e n h a u e r .

S i r  I s a a c  Hewton i s  s a i d  to  have  s t o o d  a t  th e  f o o t  

o f  h i s  c l a s s  u n t i l  a  c e r t a i n  d a y  when a  c l a s s m a te  p ro v o k ed  

him to  w r a th .  He i s  s a i d  t o  have  vowed to  g iv e  th e  o f f e n ­

d e r  a  t h r a s h i n g ,  w h ic h ,  a f t e r  a  t im e  he m u s te re d  co u ra g e  

to  d o .  T hereupon  he i s  s a i d  t o  have  vowed to  h e a t  h im  

s c h o l a s t i c a l l y  a l s o  ( i n v o l v i n g  lo n g  te rm  e f f o r t )  w h ic h  he 

I s  s a i d  t o  have done i n  g ra n d  s t y l e .  S e a so n  was p r e s e n t ,  

i n t u i t i o n  may have  b e e n  in v o lv e d ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  he  

w i l l e d  a  lo n g  te rm  e f f o r t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  v i c t o r y  was won. 

V o l i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  an  e t h i c a l  

i d e a l  o v e r  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  t im e .  R eason  may s e t  th e  

g o a l  ( o r  i t  may n o t ) ,  b u t  t h e  e le m e n t  o f  v o l i t i o n  c a n n o t  

be  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  r e a s o n  i t s e l f .  I f  s o ,  t h e n  e v e r y  r e a ­

soned  c o n v i c t i o n  would o f  n e c e s s i t y  d e te rm in e  a  man t o  t h e  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n  t h e r e o f .
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An a t t e m p t  t© f o r m u la te  a  d o c t r i n e  o f  v o l i t i o n  i s
' 1  .............

made b y  W il l ia m  Jam es , among o t h e r s .  He h o ld s  t h a t  th e  

e s s e n t i a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f t h e  w i l l ,  i t s  f i a t ,  i s  t o  " a t t e n d ” 

t o  a  d i f f i c u l t  o b j e c t ,  t o  k e e p  a  g iv e n  i d e a  b e f o r e  t h e  

m ind . He r e g a r d s  i t  a  m ere p h y s i o l o g i c a l  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  

im m ed ia te  m o to r  co n seq u e n ce s  sh o u ld  en sue  when t h e  o b j e c t  

o r  i d e a  i s  t h u s  a t t e n d e d  t o .  I f  h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  v o l i ­

t i o n  be  g r a n t e d ,  th e n  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  w i l l  i n  e t h i c s  

would be  t o  keep  th e  i d e a  o f  t e l o s - f u l f i l l i n g  c o n s t a n t l y  

and  c o n s c i o u s ly  b e f o r e  t h e  a g e n t  i n  any c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n ,  

t h e r e b y  d e te r m in in g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  m o to r  c o n s e ­

q uences  f o l l o w in g  upon t h a t  i d e a .  The f u n c t i o n  o f  r e a s o n  

on an  o c c a s io n  w ou ld  th e n  be  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w ha t i s  th e  

t e l o s  f u l f i l l i n g  on th e  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  means 

f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  i t .  Jam es makes th e  a b i l i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

n o v e l  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  d a t a  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  d i f f e r e n t i a  o f  r e a ­

s o n in g .  B u t i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  su c h  a b i l i t y  can  b e  em ployed 

a s  w e l l  a s  be  p e r m i t t e d  to  rem a in  p a s s i v e .  U n le s s  we h o ld  

to  a  d e te rm in is m  o f  i d e a s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a  f i a t  o f  t h e  

w i l l  d e te r m in e s  w h e th e r  t h e r e  s h a l l  be a c t i v i t y  o r  p a s s i v ­

i t y *

1 -- Win. J a m es ,  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  P s y c h o lo g y , V ol 2 ,  p 561 .

2 -  I b i d . p 330 .
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B ut w hat i s  i t  t h a t  d e te r m in e s  t h e  f a c t o r  o f  w i l l ­

in g ?  S e a so n  may c h ec k  and a l t e r  t h e  w i l l *  B u t so m e th in g  

e l s e  i n  t u r n  a p p e a r s  t o  p r e s i d e  o y e r  t h e  w i l l  AMD t o  d e t e r ­

m ine i t .  The Mt r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s e l f , ” th e  e g o ,  w h ic h  a b id e s  

th r o u g h  many body c h a n g e s ,  f ro m  y e a r  to  y e a r ,  f ro m  y o u th  

to  age,, w h ic h  can  employ th e  w i l l  to  r e f u s e  t o  r e a s o n ,  

w h ich  c a n ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  d e te rm in e  t o  w i l l ,  

w h ic h  by  r e a s o n  o f  memory can  a l t e r  t h e  w i l l ,  w h ich  by  

r e a s o n in g  can a s c e r t a i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  w i l l i n g ,  w hich  i s  n o t  

t h e  " s t r e a m  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s "  b u t  w h ich  p r e s i d e s  o v e r  i t ,  

m ust have  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  t o t a l  p i c t u r e  i n  w h ic h  r e a s o n  

h o ld s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Mman*s d i f f e r e n t i a . "

f o r  A r i s t o t l e  r e a s o n  i s  t h e  man, and  u n d e r  i t  a r e  

subsumed th e  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  o r d i n a r i l y  a s c r i b e d  to  

r e a s o n ,  p l u s  w i l l ,  i n t u i t i o n ,  and  th e  e g o .  To r e g a r d  r e a ­

so n  a s  man’ s d i f f e r e n t i a  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  i t  be  a  r e a s o n  

f u n c t i o n i n g  a lo n g s id e  o f  w i l l  and  i n t u i t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e g o ,  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  th e  l a t t e r  

d e f i n e d  and d e s c r i b e d ,  and t h e i r  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s  m a n i f e s t e d .

A f u r t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  

i n s t i n c t i v e  s i d e  o f  m an, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to  a  h u m a n i s t i c  

e t h i c *  T h is  r e q u i r e s  more t h a n  a  mere l i s t i n g  o f  man’ s 

p a s s i o n s  o r  i n s t i n c t s .  I t  m ust  i n c l u d e  d e f i n i t i o n  and  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  su c h  ad eq u a cy  a s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  r e f e r e n t  w i t h ­

o u t  th e  a m b ig u i ty  r e s u l t i n g  from  u n d e f in e d  t e r m s ,  b ro a d
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g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  and  u n d e s c r i b e d  f u n c t i o n s *  The f o r e g o i n g  

p ro ce d u u e  m ust have  i n h e r e s t  w i t h i n  i t  a  w o rk in g  t h e o r y  

o f  th e  m ind-hody  r e l a t i o n .

W ith  th e  f o r e g o i n g  f a c t o r s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  w i t h  r e a s o n  

" b u t t r e s s e d  "by t h e  w i l l ,  w i t h  r e a s o n  and w i l l  u n d e r  th e  d i ­

r e c t i o n  o f  th e  e g o ,  w i t h  i n t u i t i o n  t o  su p p le m e n t  r e a s o n  and  

r e a s o n  t o  ch eck  and  v e r i f y  i n t u i t i o n ,  we a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  

r e a s o n  w h ich  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t i a  o f  a n o t h e r  s o r t  t h a n  t h a t  

w h ic h  A r i s t o t l e  p r e s e n t s  a s  t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  d i f f e r e n t i a  o f  

man* T h is  l a t t e r  w i l l  n o t  a l t e r  man*s t e l o s  i n  name.

I t  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  h e  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a  l i f e  i n  a c c o rd  w i t h  

r e a s o n ,  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  p o t e n t i a l *  B u t i t  w i l l  d e f i n ­

i t e l y  a l t e r  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  w e l l - b e i n g ,  w i l l  have a  b e t t e r  

in fo rm e d  re a s o n *  e n l i g h t e n e d  r e a s o n ,  w h ich  h a s  a t  i t s  d i s ­

p o s a l  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  p sy c h o lo g y  and p h y s io lo g y  t h a t  have  

r i p e n e d  s i n c e  t h e  day o f  A r i s t o t l e *  I n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  

e a s e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n te n t  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  w i l l  b e  a l t e r e d  

i n  a c c o rd  w i t h  new e v id e n c e  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  t o t a l  t e s t i ­

mony.

E t h i c a l  jud gm en t p ro n o u n ce d  a f t e r  t h e  m anner r e p r e s ­

e n te d  by  t h e  g o d d e ss  o f  j u s t i c e ,  w i t h  e y e s  b l i n d f o l d e d ,  

h o ld in g  a  s c a l e  i n  h e r  h a n d s ,  t h e r e b y  becom es t a b o o .  The 

b a l a n c i n g  o f  t h e  s c a l e s  s i g n i f i e s ,  no d o u b t ,  t h e  w e ig h in g  

o f  m e r i t s  and  d e m e r i t s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ju d g e d .  The 

b l i n d f o l d e d  eye i s  s a i d  to  s i g n i f y  l a c k  o f  r e g a r d  f o r  th e
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b e in g  b l i n d  t o  o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e .  But sh e  e v i d e n t l y  h as  

been  ju d g in g  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a b s t r a c t  p r i n c i p l e s  r e g a r d i n g  

man, from  th e  v ie w p o in t  of h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  m an n ess ,  

a s  b e lo n g i n g  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  k i n d ,  b u t  i g n o r i n g  t h e  k in d  

w i t h i n  th e  k in d .  I t  i s  th e  b l i n d f o l d e d  e t h i c a l  judgm en t 

w h ich  d e a l s  w i t h  man s o l e l y  a s  o f  a  k in d  w h ic h  i s  a v o id e d  

by t h i s  p r o c e d u r e .  R eason  i s  p u t  i n t o  i t s  p l a c e .  I t  r e ­

m ains m a n 's  d i f f e r e n t i a .  B ut i t  i s  r e a s o n  w h ic h  i s  c o n d i ­

t i o n e d ,  w h ich  knows i t s  a i d s ,  w h ic h  knows and  r e c o g n i z e s  

th e  p a s s i o n s  ( i n  A r i s t o t l e ' s  s e n se )  w i t h  w h ic h  i t  h a s  t o  

d e a l ,  w h ic h  c r i t i c i z e s  i t s e l f .  Thus a  t e l o s - d e t e r m i n e d  

m ean, i n  t h i s  l a t t e r  s e n s e ,  w i l l  v a r y  f ro m  th e  mean o f  

A r i s t o t l e *  B ut A r i s t o t l e ' s  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  r e m a in s .

The te c h n iq u e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e  mean r e m a in s .  The v i r ­

t u e s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a s s i o n s  can  c o n t i n u e  

t o  be  named. V i r t u e  can c o n t in u e  t o  be  d e f i n e d  a s  a  s t a t e  

o f  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  ch o o ses  th e  mean. An a p o s t e r i o r i  a c c o u n t ” 

i n g  f o r  t h e  v i r t u e s  on th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  s i d e  i s  a p t  to  b e  

more a c c u r a t e .  An i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c io u s  o f  m i s s i n g  w e l l - b e i n g  

i s  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  h im s e l f  and to  su m lim a te  h i s  

p a s s i o n s ,  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e l f -k n o w le d g e  

b e in g  f o r  him power f o r  s e l f - c o n t r o l .  We s h a l l  c a l l  t h a t  

mean t h e  new m ean.
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An i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  r e s e a r c h  

upon  th e  new mean m ig h t  he  g i v e n ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  s e x u a l  m o r a l ­

i t y .  E a r l i e r  i t  was shown t h a t  w hat i s  c o n s id e r e d  a d u l t e r y  

hy  one p e o p le  may n o t  he  c o n s id e r e d  s u c h  h y  a n o t h e r ,  e t c .

But th e  new d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  mean w ould  g iv e  a  p o s i t i v e

"basis f o r  s e x u a l  t a b o o s .  Thus an  a u t h o r i t y  i n  p s y c h i a t r y

a s k s t  ’’What s t a n d p o i n t  a r e  we t o  t a k e  i n  t h e  s e x u a l  dom ain ,

w h ich  i s  f r e e  from  p r e j u d i c e ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t r u e  human 
1

m o r a l i t y ? "  He r e p l i e s t " T h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  i s  t h e  o l d  

m e d ic a l  adage* ahove a l l  t h i n g s  do no harm j th e  secon d  i s *

Be a s  u s e f u l  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and s o c i a l l y .

The commandment o f  s e x u a l  m o r a l i t y  w i l l  t h u s  be* Thou s h a l t  

do no harm  w i l l i n g l y  t o  any p e r s o n ,  n o r  t o  h u m a n i ty ,  by 

th y  s e x u a l  a p p e t i t e  o r  a c t s ,  a n d  th o u  s h a l t  do t h y  u tm o s t  

to  p rom ote  th e  h a p p in e s s  o f  th y  n e ig h b o r  and t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  

s o c i e t y . "

He g i v e s  i n s t a n c e s  o f  e t h i c a l  ta b o o s  b a s e d  upon th e  

w e l f a r e  o f  o f f s p r i n g ,  t h e  h y g ie n e  o f t h e  r a c e ,  i n v o lv i n g  

h e r e d i t y  f a c t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  f a c t o r s  o f  h a b i t u a t i o n .  M o ra l­

i t y  f o r  him  i s  i n t i m a t e l y  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  h y g ie n e ,  and  " 

"w h e re v e r  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e tw ee n  hy­

g ie n e  and  e t h i c s  t h i s  i s  due to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l

1 -  A ugust P o r e l ,  The S e x u a l  Q .uestion , p  4 5 1 .
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h y g ie n e  h a s  o n ly  b e en  c o n s i d e r e d ,  and  n o t  p u b l ic :  o r  s o c i a l  
1

hygiene.** I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  a. k in d  w i t h i n  th e

l a r g e r  k i n d ,  t h a t  f a c t o r  w h ich  P o r e l  c a l l s  " s e x u a l  p a t h -
2 .......

o logy "  m ust he  c o n s i d e r e d . -  I n d i v i d u a l  h y g ie n e  a s  w e l l  a s

r a c i a l  h y g ie n e  may make t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  two g iv e n  i n d i v i d ­

u a l s  a  p o s i t i v e  r a o n - p e r m is s ib le .  l e i t h e r  custom  n o r  S e n t i ­

m en t ,  h u t  t h e  h y g ie n e  o f  t h e  r a c e  and  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b e ­

comes th e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  t a b o o .  A f u r t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  

he g i v e s  i n  t h e  fo l lo w in g *  " -  -  t h e  m odern te n d e n c y  o f  

woman to  become p l e a s u r e  s e e k e r s ,  and to  t a k e  a  d i s l i k e  

t o  m a t e r n i t y ,  l e a d s  t o  a  c o m p le te  d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  

T h is  i s  a  g ra v e  e v i l ,  w h ic h  r a p i d l y  chang ed  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  

and  power o f  e x p a n s io n  o f  a  r a c e ,  and  w h ic h  m u st be  c u re d

i n  t im e ,  o r  t h e  r a c e  a f f e c t e d  by  i t  w i l l  be s u p p l a n t e d  b y  
3

o t h e r s . "  I n  t h i s  e a se  a g a i n ,  n e i t h e r  custom  n o r  a b s t r a c t  

p r i n c i p l e  a r e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  a r e  t h e  d e t e r r e n t s ,  b u t  f a c ­

t o r s  a s  r e a l  a s  a  m e n ta l ly  and p h y s i c a l l y  d e g e n e r a t e  

s o c i e t y  Are t h e  d e t e r r e n t s .

Jo h n  R a thbo ne  O l i v e r ,  i n  h i s  t r e a t i s e  on P s y c h i a -
4 -

t r y ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  p s y c h i a t r y  a s  b e in g  " n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n

1 - Ibid. p 446.
2 -  I b i d ,  p 208.

3 -  I b i d ,  p  137.

4 -  Jo h n  R athbone O l i v e r ,  P s y c h i a t r y  an d  M e n ta l  H e a l t h ,  p 4 .
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w hat ev e ry bod y  ou gh t to  do b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o rm a l and r i g h t ;

b u t  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w hat many p e o p le  do i n  s p i t e  o f

t h e i r  h e r e d i t y ,  t h e i r  e n v iro n m e n t ,  t h e i r  t r a in in g ." A m o n g

t h e  enem ies o f  human w e l l - b e i n g  he re c k o n s  s u c h  f a c t o r s  a s

"some m e n ta l  m a la d ju s tm e n t s ,  some pe rm an en t s o u r c e  o f

a n x ie ty *  some o b s e s s io n  o r  to r m e n t in g  p h o b ia ,  a s  w e l l  a s
3L

-  any  d e f i n i t e  m e n ta l  i l l n e s s . ” and  c o n s i d e r s  know ledge 

and  a c q u a in t a n c e  w i t h  s u c h  f a c t o r s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

s e e k in g  th e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  o u r  fe l lo w m en .

The f o r e g o in g  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  v a lu e  o f  some o f  t h e  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  w i l l  be  c o n s id e r e d  i n  th e  new m ean , t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  f a c t o r s  t h a t  r e a s o n  m ust w e ig h ,  n o t  b l i n d f o l d e d ,  b u t  

w i t h  th e  b a n d ag e s  t h a t  make one b l i n d s  t® k in d s  w i t h i n  th e  

k in d  d e f i n i t e l y  rem oved. Armed w i t h  su c h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

th e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  employ h i s  r e a s o n ,  d e te rm in e  h i s  w i l l i n g ,  

and  c h ec k  h i s  i n t u i t i o n s  w i t h  a  g r e a t e r  d e g re e  o f  a c c u r a c y  

o v e r  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f .  Over a g a i n s t  h i s  fe l lo w m e n  i t  w i l l  

make f o r  t o l e r a n c e  an d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  judgm en t a s  ppp osed  

to  j u d g in g  on th e  b a s i s  o f  a b s t r a c t  p r i n c i p l e ,  a p a r t  from  

th e  r e l e v a n t  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  m ust s e r v e  a s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  

a c t u a l i z i n g  su c h  p r i n c i p l e s .

The d e g re e  o f  s u c c e s s  i n  i s o l a t i n g  t h e  p a s s i o n s  o f  

man may be  p r o b l e m a t i c .  The a t t e m p t  may b e  b u t  p a r t i a l l y  

1 ~ I b i d . p .  4 .
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s u c c e s s f u l .  A f o r m u la t i o n  o f  i n s t i n c t i v e  r e s p o n s e  p a t ­

t e r n s ,  i n  w h ic h  one r e c o g n i z a b le  i n s t i n c t  p r e d o m in a te s ,  b u t  

w h ic h  in v o lv e s  o t h e r  i n s t i n c t i v e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  

s u p p o r t i n g  r o l e s ,  a p p e a r s  a s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y .  The m a t t e r  o f  

i s o l a t i n g  th e  p a s s i o n s  o r  o f  f o r m u l a t i n g  r e s p o n s e  p a t t e r n s  

i n  w h ich  some one p a s s i o n  p r e d o m in a te s ,  w i l l  have  a s  i t s  

c h i e f  w o r th  t h a t  i t  makes p o s s i b l e  a  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s e l f -  

know ledge and  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t e l o s -  

f u l f i l l i n g  on th e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  know ledge  

f o r  t h e  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  w h ich  i s  t o  a c t u a l i z e  

th e  f o rm .  These m ig h t  b e  te rm e d  t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  u n i t s  i n ­

v o lv e d  i n  a  g iv e n  r e s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y .  The q u a n t i t a t i v e  

mean i n  th e  s i n g l e  p a s s i o n ,  o r  o f th e  p r e d o m in a t in g  p a s s i o n ,  

o f  o f  t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  u n i t ,  t h e n  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

s k e l e t o n  o f  t h e  g iv e n  v i r t u e ,  w h ic h  m ust t h e n  i n  t u r n  be  

c l o t h e d  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  a e s t h e t i c  t a s t e  o f  th e  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  community o r  t h e  a g e .

A su p p lem en t  t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  i n  t h e  c a s e s  w h e re in  

t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  s i d e  c a n n o t  b e  e l e a r l y  d i s c e r n e d ,  w ould  b e  a  

f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  v i r t u e s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  s i t u a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e s ,  

t h e  r e a c t i o n - t o - s i t u a t i o n - p o t e n t i a l i t y  a s  a c t s *  c o n s i d e r e d  

a p a r t  f ro m  know ledge o f  th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  e le m e n t  i n v o lv e d .

T h is  l a t t e r  p ro c e d u re  c a n  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  b e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

c a r r i e d  o u t ,  a p a r t  f ro m  know ledge o f  t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  e le m e n t
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i n v o l v e d .  The mean i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  w ould  t h e n  h e  o u t  c o n ­

c e r n .  T h is  m ig h t  h e  i n  te rm s  o f  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  i n  d r i v i n g  

a  e a r ,  a  d e f i n i t e  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  g i v in g  o f  m oney, ty p e  o r  

amount o f d r e s s ,  e t c .

I n s t e a d  o f  sp e a k in g  i n  te rm s  o f  a n  i n s t i n c t  f o r  

s p e e d ,  o r  a  sp e n d in g  i n s t i n c t ,  o r  a n  i n s t i n c t  f o r  d i s p l a y  

i n  c l o t h e s ,  a l l  o f  w h ich  " in s t in c ts * *  on o c c a s i o n  a r e  q u e s ­

t i o n a b l e ,  a n d ,  i n  th e  c a s e  of c l o t h e s ,  may h e  h u t  one p h a se  

o f  a  b r o a d e r  i n s t i n c t ,  v i z s  t h a t  o f  a s p i r i n g  to  h e  envied, o r  

ad m ired  h y  o n e ’ s f e l l o w s .  T h is  l a t t e r  p r o c e d u re  e n a b l e s  

a  c o n d i t i o n a l  y e s  s a y in g  to  t o t a l  man, w i t h  a l l  h i s  i n ­

s t i n c t s ,  d r i v e s  an d  u r g e s ,  an d  f u r t h e r s  a  h u m a n i s t i c  e t h i c s .  

T h is  l a t t e r  p r o c e d u r e ,  i n  v ie w  of th e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  m i s t  

w h ich  one e n c o u n te r s  h y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  c o m p le x i ty  o f human 

n a t u r e  a n d  human i n s t i n c t s ,  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s e  p o s s i ­

b i l i t y  a p a r t  f rom  know ledge o f  t h e  i n s t i n c t i v e  e le m e n t  i n ­

v o lv e d .  B ut i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y  i s  mo­

t i v a t e d  hy  com plex  a n d  l e s s  c o m p e l l in g  u r g e s  o r  i n s t i n c t i v e  

c o m b in a t io n s ,  i n  w h ich  c a s e  know ledge o f  s u c h  i s  o f  l e s s  

im p o r ta n c e  t h a n  i n  th e  c a se  o f  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f ,  s a y  a n g e r ,  

f o r  i n  th e  c a se  o f  a n g e r  i t  i s  o b v io u s ly  th e  p a s s i o n  w h ic h  

m ust he  c o n t r o l l e d ,  and we c a n n o t  e x p e c t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n s e  e x c e p t  and  u n l e s s  t h e  p a s s i o n  a n g e r  h e  c o n ­

t r o l l e d ,  i n h i b i t e d ,  a n d  s u p p r e s s e d  a t  i t s  s o u r c e .  Hence 

we m ust n o t  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  o u r  c o n c e rn  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e
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p a s s i o n s  a n d  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  o n ly  t h e  r e s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y  

t h a t  n eed  c o n c e rn  u s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  p ro n o u n ced  

p a s s i o n s ,  t h e i r  i n n e r  c o n t r o l  i s  i n d i s p e n s i b l e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  ( l )  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n s  

and a c t i n g  on t h e  mean i n  them , and  (2) a c t i n g  on th e  mean 

i n  t h e  r e s p o n s e  a c t i v i t y  i n  s u c h  c a s e s  w here  t h e  i n s t i n c t ­

i v e  e le m e n t  i s  m i ld  an d  co m plex , so  t h a t  we m ust c o n c e rn  

o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  mean i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  a l o n e ,  t h e r e  a p ­

p e a r s  p e a r s  a  t h i r d  a l t e r a t i v e .  The t h i r d  a l t e r n a t i v e  co n ­

s i s t s  o f  a p p ly in g  th e  mean t o  h a b i t u a l  a t t i t u d e s  p o s s i b l e  

o v e r  a g a i n s t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  p e r s o n s ,  p r o j e c t s ,  u n d e r t a k i n g s ,  

o u r  fe l lo w m e n , e t c .  e t c .  T h is  l a t t e r  p r o c e d u re  r e v e a l s  

t h a t  i n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  a t t i t u d e ®  t h e r e  i s  l i k e w i s e  an  e x c e s s ,  

a  d e f i c i e n c y  an d  a  mean, th e  mean b e in g  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  

v i r t u e .  The s u p p le m e n ta ry  l i s t  o f  means (p a g e s  1 2 5 ,  126 , 

127 , 128) r e v e a l s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  t h i r d  a l t e r n a ­

t i v e .  We c a n  th e n  sp e a k  i n  te rm s  of a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  o u r  fe l lo w m en , w h e re in  e x c e s s  may b e  te rm ed  a p a th y  

and  m ed d leso m en ess ,  and  t h e  mean k i n d l y  i n t e r e s t ;  o r  th e  

a t t i t u d e  to w ard  th e  m is e r y  o f  o u r  f e l lo w m e n ,  o f  w h ich  th e  

two e x tre m e s  may be  c a l l e d  s o f t - h e a r t e d n e s s  an d  i n d i f f e r ­

e n c e ,  and where t h e  mean i s  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  c o m p a ss io n ;  ®r 

t h e  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th e  m e r i t s  o f  o u r  f e l lo w m e n ,  w h e re in  

t h e  two e x tre m e s  can  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  f l a t t e r y  and  d i s p a r a g e -  

--- raent an d  th e  mean a p p r e c i a t i v e n e s s *  Ah a t t i t u d e  I s  com plex ,
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and  i n  s e e k in g  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  v i r t u e s  i n  te rm s  o f  a t t i ­

t u d e s ,  we a r e  g o in g  beyond  t h e  s im p le  v i r t u e s  b a s e d  upon a  

s i n g l e  p a s s i o n .  These a t t i t u d e s  a r e  n o t ,  ho w ev er ,  a  sy n ­

t h e s i s  i n  H artm ann’ s s e n s e  ( i n  t h a t  th e y  i n s t a n c e  t h e  c o n ­

c e p t i o n  o f  f u l l n e s s  th r o u g h  c o u n te r w e i g h t , t h r o u g h  t h e  

c o u n te r b a l a n c i n g  o f  o p p o s in g  t e n d e n c i e s )  b u t  in v o lv e  v a r i ­

ous p a s s i o n s ,  a n d  may be t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  com plex  p ro c e s s *

B ut a t t i t u d e s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  o f  at k in d  so  t h a t  sa c l a s s i ­

f i c a t i o n  o f  a t t i t u d e s  looms a s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y .  R e s e a r c h  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e ,  and  i n s i g h t  i n t o  th em , w ould  b e  a  d e f i n i t e  

a i d  t o  c o n d u c t .  Here a s  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  v i r t u e s  b a s e d  on 

a  s i n g l e  p a s s i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  two a t t i t u d e s  w hich  a r e  e x ­

c e s s ,  b u t  d e f i n i t e l y  two r a n g e s  o f  e x c e s s .

An e t h i c s  t h a t  i s  f a t h e r e d  by  p h y s io lo g y  and  p sy c h o ­

lo g y ,  h a s  i n h e r e n t  w i t h i n  i t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c l e a r i n g  up 

t h e  c o n fu s io n  i n  h u m a n i s t i c  e t h i c s .  The c o n f u s io n  i n  p s y ­

c h o lo g y  and p h y s io lo g y  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  m i r r o r e d  i n  h u m a n i s t i c  

e t h i c s .  The s tu d y  o f  p sy c h o lo g y  a n d  p h y s io lo g y  w i t h  d i r e c t  

r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  e t h i c a l  p ro b le m , to  human w e l l - b e i n g  an d  

c o n t e s t ,  ( a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f ro m  p sy c h o lo g y  an d  p h y s io lo g y  

w r i t t e n  w i th o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  o r  t o  human con­

d u c t  o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  e t h i c s ;  w i th o u t  t h e  o v e r - a m p l i f i c a ­

t i o n  t h a t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  when one p h a se  o f  human l i f e  o r  one 

p h a se  o f  man i s  c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h o u t  r e l e v a n c e  t o ,  o r  w i th o u t  

<jthe c o u n te r - c h e c k  o f  o t h e r  p h a se s  o r  f a c t o r s  o f  man) w i l l
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r e n d e r  a  d o u b le  s e r v i c e .  I t  w i l l  c l a r i f y  a t  l e a s t  some o f  

th e  c o n f u s io n  i n  p sy c h o lo g y  a n d  p h y s io lo g y  w i t h  a  c o r r e s ­

p o n d in g  l i f t i n g  o f  t h e  m i s t  i n  w h ic h  h u m a n is t i c  e t h i c s  i s  

co m p e lle d  to  g ro p e  an d  h y  r e a s o n  o f  w h ic h  i t  c a n n o t  h e  

s u r e  o f  i t s e l f .  The c l a r i t y  and  c e r t a i n t y  o f  h u m a n i s t i c  

e t h i c s  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  h y  t h e  c l a r i t y  i n  p sy c h o lo g y  and  

p h y s io lo g y *

B ut g r a n t i n g  a  s o c i e t y  w h e re in  i n d i v i d u a l s  have  

a c t u a l i z e d  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h ich  t h e n  

s t i l l  r e m a in  i n h e r e n t  i n  s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n  hy r e a s o n  o f  t h e  

h i g h e r  a n d  lo w e r  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  m ust he a t t e n d e d  t o .

I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  eggs  o f  e t h i c s  c a n n o t  h e  c a r ­

r i e d  i n  n o r  h a tc h e d  f ro m  t h e  h u m a n is t i c  b a s k e t  i f  and  when 

we c e a s e  w i t h  t h e  p e t e n t i  a l i t y - a c t u a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  a s  

a p p l i e d  to  i n d i v i d u a l  man a s  o f  a  k i n d .  E t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  

m ust he  u n i v e r s a l i z e d  a n d  m ust he made f r u i t f u l  by -toe ing  

made m and a to ry *  hy  v i r t u e  of w h ic h  th e y  c e a s e  t o  h e  e t h i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  an d  become t h e  law s o f  t h e  l a n d .  The f a c t  ©f 

k in d s  w i t h i n  th e  k in d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e  f a c t  o f  

t h e  b r o a d e r  k i n d - n e s s  b i d s  t h a t  e a c h  s h a l l  c o u n t  f o r  one  

(one o f  t h e  k in d )  and no one f o r  more t h a n  o n c e ,  i s  h e re  

i n v o lv e d .

An e v e n t u a l  q u e s t i o n  c o n f r o n t i n g  a n y  one t h a t  em­

p lo y s  t h e  m ean, and i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  w e l l - b e i n g ,  i s  t h i s *  

To w hat e x t e n t  s h a l l  I  make my w e l l - b e i n g  a  m a t t e r  o f
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a c t u a l i z i n g  my p o t e n t i a l i t y  and  t o  w hat e x t e n t  a  m a t t e r  o f  

c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  my e n v iro n m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  q uo , 

w h ic h  l e t t e r  i n v o lv e s  t h e  g o o d w i l l  and  r e s p e c t  o f  my f e l l o w ­

men? A c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l i t y  may in v o lv e  a  b r e a k  

w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  qu o , d e s t r o y i n g  my u s e f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  p r e s ­

e n t  g e n e r a t i o n *  A c t u a l i z i n g  my p o t e n t i a l i t y  o n ly  i n  so 

f a r  a s  I  can  do i t ,  and  s t i l l  r e t a i n  th e  g o o d w i l l  o f  my 

c o n te m p o r a r ie s  may r e d u c e  t h e  g e n iu s  to  m e d i o c r i t y .

I n  m a t t e r s  such  a s  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  

r e p u t a t i o n ,  g e t t i n g  a lo n g  w i t h  p e o p le ,  h a v in g  f r i e n d s ,  

b e in g  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  and r e s p e c t e d  c i t i z e n ,  c h a r a c t e r  b u i l d ­

i n g ,  a c t u a l i z i n g  t h e  common v i r t u e s ,  t h e  mean i s  u s e f u l .

B u t i f  p o t e n t i a l i t y  i s  a c t u a l i z e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w e l l ­

b e in g  i n  c o n te m p o ra ry  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  mean i s  u s e f u l  a l s o  a s  

a s s t a n d a r d i z i n g  d o c t r i n e ,  w h ich  p r o c e s s  o f  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  

w i l l  c r u c i f y  J e s u s  and t h e  m a l e f a c t o r s  s i d e  b y  s i d e ,  w i l l  

g iv e  S o c r a t e s  t h e  hem lock a n d  w i l l  d r i v e  l i e t z s c h e  t o  th e  

madhouse (where he p o s s i b l y  b e l o n g s ) .

The w r i t e r  f u r t h e r  r e g a r d s  some o f  t h e  maxims ©f 

MI n t u i t i o n i s m M (w hich  c a n  h a r d l y  be s a i d  t o  have  any  con­

n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  mean) a s  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  to  e t h i c s .  Among 

s u c h  a r e  S id g w ic k ’ s own t h r e e  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ic h  h e ,  (S id g -  

w iek) r e g a r d s  a s  ws e l f - e v i d e n t , M v i z :  th o s e  o f  J u s t i c e ,  

P r u d e n c e ,  and  B e n e v o le n c e .  The Ms e l - e v i d e n t M p r i n c i p l e  

o f  J u s t i c e  r e a d s :  M -  w h a te v e r  a c t i o n  an y  o f  us ju d g e s
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t o  "fee r i g h t  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  he i m p l i c i t l y  Ju d g e s  to  "be r i g h t
1

f o r  a l l  s i m i l a r  p e r s o n s  i n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s ta n c e ® ."  (T h is  

t a k e s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  k in d s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  k in d  

w h ic h  w as g iv e n  e a r l i e r  a s  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  new m e a n ) .  

S i s  maxim o f  P ru d e n c e  r e a d s *  " -  a  s m a l l e r  p r e s e n t  good  i s

n o t  t o  he  p r e f e r r e d  t o  a  g r e a t e r  f u t u r e  good ( a l l o w in g  f o r
2

d i f f e r e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n t y . "  The p r i n c i p l e  o f  B e n ev o len c e

i s  b r i e f l y  t h a t  " I  o u gh t n o t  to  p r e f e r  my own l e s s e r  good
3

t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  good o f  a n o t h e r . "  The w r i t e r  r e g a r d s  t h e s e  

p r i n c i p l e s  a s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  to  e t h i c s ,  a s  e d i c t s  o f  t h e  

m o ra l  s e n s e  o f  e t h i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  p a r t ­

i c u l a r  m e ta p h y s ic s  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e i r  e t h i c s .  A dheren ce  to  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  B e n ev o len c e  ( s e e  ab o v e)  comes u n d e r ,  we 

m ig h t  say  g ra c io u sn e s®  o r  m ag n a n im ity ,  C o n cep ts  su ch  a s  th o s e

t h a t  Hartmann d e s i g n a t e s  "m ag n a n im ity ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  l a r g e -
4

h e a r t e d n e s s ,  h ig h -m im d e d n e ss ,"  and t h a t  w h ic h  IT ie tz se h e

d e s i g n a t e s  " r a d i a n t  v i r t u e "  can  h a r d l y  be a c c o u n te d  f o r ,

much l e s s  a c t u a l i z e d ,  by  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  m ean . Such

a r e  i n  a  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e i r  own, a r e  " so m e th in g  s p e c i f i c a l l y

mew" and  "The o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  n o b le  i s  t h e  common." I n  th e

f o r e g o i n g  we have i n s t a n c e s  o f  c o n c e p ts  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  

th e  w r i t e r  r e g a r d s  a s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e s  i n  e t h i c s .  Maxima

1 -  H. S id g w ic k ,  Op. C i t .  p  3 7 9 .
2 V-  I b i d . p 3 8 1 .

3 ' -  I b i d .  p 3 83 .

4 - -  M. H artm ann , Op. C i t .  p 192 .
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s u c h  a s  t h o s e  o f  S id g w ic k ,  c o n c e p ts  such  a s  t h o s e  o f  mag­

n a n im i ty ,  l a r g e - h e a r t e d n e s s  and h ig h - m in d e d n e s s , g® beyond  

system * They s e r v e  a s  a. e h e c k  upon t h e  v a r i o u s  system® and 

r e v e a l  t h e i r  l i m i t s .  B ut a s i d e  and a p a r t  f ro m  t h e  "common” 

v i r t u e s  t h a t  th e  sy s te m s  a c t u a l i z e ,  t h e  s o e a l l e d  h i g h e r  

v i r t u e s  do n o t  e x i s t .  The h i g h e r  v i r t u e s  a r e  t h e  f r u i t a g e  

o f  t h e  lo w e r  and b lo sso m  f o r t h  i n  a  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e i r  own. 

They d e fy  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  by m e tho d , in e l s td in g  th e  h u m a n i s t i c  

m ethod o f  A r i s t o t l e .
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