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NOTES ON AMERICAN SUCCESS

American Success was inspired by an essay entitled "The Music of
Failure: Variations on an ldea" by Bill Holm.* The essay
examines the American definition of failure and it explores how we

as Americans have dealt with our failures.

By tracing the history of

an immigrant family in Minneota, Minnesota (all American
"failures"); Mr. Holm makes a passionate and convincing argument
about the beauty of failure in their lives, his life, and our own.

American Success is my affirmation of the ideas “found in "The

Music of Failure."

My piece follows the attitude of the essay as it

moves from a tone of sadness/darkness to one of hope/joy. This is
depicted in the transformation of the ground bass. The piece is
divided into variations that parallel the "variations" in the essay.

| have read "The Music of Failure" many times and it holds my
interest from start, "At fifteen | could define failure fast: to die in
Minneota, Minnesota," to the uplifting finish, "The heart can be filled

up anywhere on earth."

* Available in

Plains Press, Southwest State University

The Music of Failure

Marshall, Minnesota 56258

Reprint permission obtained from the author.
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