
Publication equality in conservation and plant genetics: 
The impact of neocolonialism in modern science

• Scientific progress is hampered by the restricted flow of knowledge, 
potentially due to publication bias against economically developing nations

• The unequal geographic distribution of research productivity has been 
documented in a number of scientific fields, including medicine, 
environmental science, and physics 

• Geographic bias is compounded in conservation, where countries with high 
biodiversity tend to have fewer research resources

• Is there a publication bias against research from biodiverse but resource-
poor nations?

• We propose to undertake a big-data approach to analyze the published 
literature in plant genetics over the past 50 years.
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Our study seeks to:

1. Investigate whether there is a publication bias against countries with low 
economic resources and high biodiversity

2. Identify potential demographic factors that may help to explain such discrepancies

3. Describe broader aspects of international collaborations

4. Assess the common genetic techniques used in relation to a country's economic 
status

5. Characterize how these different facets of scientific research change over time
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