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Ilappy New Year!! Ilappy Sol-
stice! ! ! Our connudty of environmental
c,ommunication scholars and practitioners
enterc a new phase withthis Ecologue,
tlEnks to th€ hard wo* and tenacity of
many people. First, with this issue, long-
tilm.e Ecologue eAitor Mchael Netzley at
the University of Mnnesota passes tlrc
post-consumer content, recycled paper
and soy-based ink to Star Muir at George
Mason University. Michael's diligenc€
kept Ecologue dive and we're all very
eratefi]l for that. Being the editor ofa
newsletter is sometimes a trial by fire, and
Star would no doubt appreciate all we can
do to keep his body and mind from
getting vaporized.

Second, for those ofus who arc
Speech Comnunication Association
memben, this rrarks the begindng of lhe
ofr cial Environmental Comrnunication
Commission (ECC) within SCA. SCA
Exec tive Director Jim Gaudino com-
mented to me earlier that the proposal for
the Commission nzs the best appeal for a
new unit tlat he bad seen to date. Therl
in November, rhe SCA I*gislative
Council uanirnously approved the
establishment of the ECC in less than ten
seconds! After working with others for
years to make this a reality, it uras all over
in a blip, and because I had sat through
hours of Council agenda items $aiting for
them to get to this one, for the first time
in my lifg I desperately yearned for a
slow motion replay! A happy group of
folks met later for the Commission's first
business neeting (ofrcers listed elsewhere
in this issue) and plans were laid for

srbmitting papers and panels for the '97
SCA convention (see the call in this issue
and in the January Spectra). T"heECC
will now be able to Wonsor SCA panels
and events in addition to dl the good
things formal commission status will do
for tlpse wanting to do environmental
communication research. As ECC Chair,
I am as excited as anyone about it all and
welcome your participation. It's going to
be a fun and productive year. We need to
maintain 100 memberq so please
REMEMBER TO AFFILIATE WTTII
THE COMMIS$ON on your SCA
membership renewal. Ifit's not listed,
$Tite it in.

Thirq plans for the Conference on
Communication and the Envirotunent
(COCE) continue o take shape. The big
news is that TIIE DEADLIM FOR
SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS
IIAS BEEN EXTENDED TO MARCH
15. The ftll call for papers is elsewhere
in this edition of tco logue . Mztk htly
26-29, 1997 to tavel ro the Thornfield
Conference Center (on a lake) ouside of
Slra.cuse, New York for a stimulating 1tt
rclaxing conference. Final plans are
beiag made for some insighdrl, special
keynote speakers and activities. Perhaps
you codd combine the conference with a
vacation. Syracuse is on the way to
Montreal, Bosto& New York City, D.C.,
Niagara Falls, the Fingerlakes, the
Adirondacla, the Berkhires, the Appala-
chian Trail and lots ofolher wonderfirl
places. Specifics on registration will be
in the next Ecologue and will also be
posted on the COCE listservg the COCE

web page and at the web site ofthe
Environmental Communication Resource
Center at Northern Arizona University.

As is becoming the COCE lraditior\
the more interdisciplinary the better, so I
urge you to circ-ulate the call for papers
thougltout your networls. For conference
informatiorq keep in touch with me at the
address below. Also, subscribe to tlp
COCE listserv (wherc other interesting
topics are also discussed) and check out
the cocE web site.

Sue Senecah

Envircnmental Stadies Depart rrent
Marshall 107
SUI'|Y College of E Nitonmental

Science & Forestry
Syraase, NY 13210
315470-6570
sse n e ca h @n a i I b ox. gtr. e d u

Eureka!
Commission Status Approved !

'A a

)g Priority News ft
The Envirorurcntal Communication
Comrnission Paper deadline for
SCA is Febmary I
(the SCA Convetrtion is in Chicaso
il November)

The Conference on Communication
& Environment (COCE) paper
deadline EAS BEEN EX-
TENDED TO MARCE 15.

New Homepage for COCE:
http ://www.yorku.calacademics/
meisner/cocey'
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Minutes
E nviro nmental Co mmu nic atio n
Commission Business Meeting
November 25, 1996

I. Susan Senecah introduced the meeting
by providing a brid background of the
gocess leading to SCA designation ofthe
Environmental Communication Commis-
sion. Those in attendance applauded
Sue's hard work in bringing about SCA
recognition.

tr. The following oftcers werc elected:
Chair-Susan Senecah
Vice Chair-James Canrrill
Second Vice Chair-Judith Hendry
Secretary-Bruce Weaver
Publications Chair-Star l4uir
By-L:nr Chair-€regg Walker
By-Laws Committee-{. Branl

Short, Laura Perkins, Mchael
Salvador

Nominating Conmittee-Dennis
Jaehng Connie Bullis, Gregg
Walker

III- Iames Cantrill disqrssed next yeart
convention, expressing his goals and
visions for panels.
A. The Commision may receive up to
fifteen panels. Cantril hlieves quality,
rather rhan quantity should be our goal.
B. Readers need to abide by deadlines
because of strict time pressures. The
deadline for SCA to receive notification is
March 7. Therefore, submissions must be
made by February 1, 1997. The January
Spectra will announce tle Commission
and the deadline date.
C. Cantrill encouraged different types of
parcls. For inshrce, some panels may be
interactional, or three person discussions,
or student work. Throughout this
discussion, Cantrill emphasized the
importanc€ of competitive papers and
well prepared presentations.
D. The following will serve as submission
readers: Jonathan l:ngg Judith Hendry,
Arm Latrooq Anand Rao, Jeftey Bile.

IV Senecal disctssed lhe summer
Conference on Communication and the
Environment to be held in Syracuse, NY,
luly 26-29,1997. The deadline for
submission has been changed to March
15, 1997. A lo-page, double spaced
summary ofthe paper and a 100 word
abstract should be sent to James Cantrill,
Communication and Performance Studies.
Northern Mchigan Univenity,
lvlarquette, MI 49855.

V Lea Parter Aom Northern Arizona
Univenity disrributed rnaterials concern-
ing &e recently fimded Environmental
Communication Resource Center web site
which has four goals: to serve as an
electonic cleadnghouse for rnaterials
related to environmental communication;
to lead discrssions of important topics in
the area of environmental communica-
tioq to foster dialogue and debate among
the multiple groups in society tlBt
produce, disseminate, report and study
environmental cornmunication; and to
encourage educators at all ls/els to
consider the impact and significance of
envirorunental communication in tlrc lives
oftheir students, colleagues, and commu-
nity members. Lea requests bibliographic
references, and encourages memben to
send materials to this web site at
hth l\wr+w.nau. edu/soc/ecrc or contact
her for fiuther information at P.O. Box
5619, Flagslatr, AZ 8601r-5619.

VI. Announcement: The University of
Pittsburgh in conjuaction with the United
Church of Christ is establishing a series
of debates on environmental justic€.

Meeting adjoumed.
Bruce Weaveti Secretary

Computer Connections

Scholars and teachers interested in
environmental communication can access
a tremendous amount of

#ffii}ffi'*- @
services. Here are three
sourc€s, two web pages and a listserv, that
focus discussion and infornation most
specifically on communication issues and
lhe environment. Please share other
sources with the new Editor.

Conference on Communicdion and lhe
Environment Listseme
An infomative listserve with updates on
the Conference, job openings, environ-
mental communication issues.
To subscribe send tlii message, srDscribe
COCE-L yourlasname yourfrstname, to
lisserv@yorku.ca [i.e. subscribe COCE-
L Ca$on Racheu

Conference bn Communicdion ard the
Envhonment Eomepaee
Resouc€s and updates on lhe Conference
and on environmental communication
generally.
http://www.yorku.calacademicJ
meisner/coce/

Env ircnm ent a I Comma n icdion
Resource Center
The ECRC promotes schola$hip,
pedagory alld public service in all aspects
of environmental communication.
hft p ://www.nau. edu/soc/ecrr

Environmental
Co mmunic atio n Co mmissio n
Callfor Papers , SCA 1997

Thc Commission invitcs submissions of
complctcd papers and proposals for thcmatic
pEncls, postcrs, and othcr innovativc formats
for competitivc rcview. Thc Commission
w€lc.mcs p8pcrs and proposals addrcssing any
aspecys of communicstion thcory methodol-
ogt rcscarch, criticism, or epplication with an
cnvironmental focus. Papcrs should bc
u/rittcn to c.nccal authorship and should havc
l) s s€ps!8tc tidc pagc with lhc guthor's
complctc addrcss, afiiliation, c-mail if
availabl€, and phonc number, 8[d 2) 8
scp8.8tc 50-70 \^,o.d abstract Student papcrs
and./or dgbut flapcrs arc encouraged and
should be clcarly notcd on thc titlc pagc.
Poster propossls should include a similar title
pagc 8od a 46 page ovcrvicw of the ntionalc
for and description of thc poster matcdsl. sll
other proposals should includc 1) a tidc and
rationalc for lhe program, 2) titl6 aod
abstracb of .sch papcr or thc ma&rials to bc
prcsentcd, 3) the namc, addrcss, affrliatioa,
phonc numbcr, e-mail addrcss (if availablc),
snd rolc for cach padisipant (noto if student).
Plcase makc audio-visual rcquests cxplicit
(fulfillmcnt not guaiantced). All papcm and
proposals must b€ reccivcd by thc planncr by
Fcbnury I, 1997. Sard four copics of thc
paper/proposal io Jarncs Cantrill, Communica-
lion and Pcrformancc Shrdics. Northem
Michigan University, Marquctte, MI 49855.
Tclephonc 90G227-2061, c-mail
jcantril@nmu.edu.

Send rc4ctiorts, cot llrprlLry,
diabibo and conlrilalions to

Stq Mui,. Editor
tunen, of Commtmication,
Georye Mason Uniyetitl

Fairfaa VA 22030
703-9934115

Ecologue Winter 1997, Pate 2



Call for Paoers

Jaly 26-29,1997
Syracuse, New York

Sponsored by
The Department of Environmental Studies

State University of New York
College of Environmental Science & Forestry

Fouowing succ€s$rl conferences il Alta, Uuh (199f), Big Sky, Montana (1993), and Chattanooga" Tennessee (f995), the
Conference on Comnunication and the Environment moves to Slracuse, New Yo* in 1997. The cornmon focus on communica-
tional aspec-ts of ad&esshg environmental issues will bring together a diverse, hterdisciplinary mix ofprofessionals from academi4
governrnent, non-governmental organizations, and industry to share research ald experiencas. As with past conferenc€s, stimulat-
ing formal presentatiors, palels, ald dialogues will combine with informal interchanges and activities to encourage new collabora-
tions, enriched perspectives, and new and strengtlrcned friendships. It's a lot offim.

Papers should address how aspects ofcommunication affect our understanding ofhuman relationships with the environment
through, for example, public policy, educatiorq actiorq media, public addresg aad conllict resolution. Scholars, teachers and
practitioners ftom speech communication, joumalism, english, environmental studies, education, ethics, history philosophy, and the
natural and physical sciences" and any other field that deals with communication and the environment are encouraged to submit
proposals.

Past conferences have showcased tlle discourse ofpublic policy formation and implementatior\ advocacy campaigns, news
coveragg visul rqxesentations, tlle greening ofbusiness, pubtc panicipation, sustainable developmen! wildlife protectio4 risk
communicatioq consensus building environmental justice, and ethical and philosophical dimensions. All methodologies are
welcome.

Send tbree (3) copies ofa lO-page double-spaced suffnary ofyour paper and a l0O word abstract to:

trhrtber information on COCE registration,
rates, special programs and featurcd sp€ak-
ers will be posted i\ the rllert Ecologue aad
on the listed homepages.

We hooe to see vou there!

Deadline Extended!

Conference on Communication and the Environment

Jdmes Cantrill
Communication and Performance Studies
Northern Michigan Un iversi ty
Marquette, MI 49855
e-mai I : j cantri l@Vmu. e du
n6-227-2061

. Deadline for all sub$issions: March 15, 1997

Sgnd only snnuries with abslracts. Completed papen will be expected
rgvie.Wed. Proceedings will be published.

ofnotified presenters. All papen will be blind

The Presidency and
the Environment

Presidential Rhetoric: The Presidency and
Environmental Policy Making

February 28-March 2, 1997
College Station, Texas

Tlrc Third Annual Texas A & M Conferenc€ on Prcsidential Commuaication is
focused on the presidency and the environment. This promises to be an exciting
conference, well attended by policymakers, analysts and scholars from a variety of
disciplines. J. Robert Cox, ofthe Siena Club and the University ofNorth Carclina at
Chapel Hill, will be the kelnote speaker. For more informatiorL please contact Tarla
Rai Peterson at 409-845-5563.
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W Provocations -O
Witholt the gif oflovers and the

Wnite diversily of theb fruits, man and
bird, if they had continued to exist at all,
vould be today unzcognizable. Archae-
opterw the lizardbid, might still be
srapping at beetles on a seqaoia limb;
man might still be a noctarval insectivotz
gnnring a roach in the dark Ihe weight
ofa petal has changed the lace ofthe
ulorld and made it ours.

(Lor.n Eisclay, 'llow Flowcrs Ch8rged
thc World," Thc Esrth Sperl$, Ed. Stcvc Van
lvdatc gnd Bill Wcilcr (Grccnvillc, WV:
Instihrt! for Earth &lucatioL 1983).

In the context o/ealogical dis-
course, fiopianisn would ptovide a mtch
needed alternalive to ,he gloo;7 -:i:.d
doom rhetoric ofren charucteristic of the
movement. For-from being a diversion,
atoDian rhetoics cdn be the source of
insbiration that will mobitize the loies
capab le of radieally rcstractffing society.
. . , [IJf "radical environmentalists"'
hopes for an ecological socie,) are to
s ,f ive, thE) must embrace the inherently
utopian charucter of thetu pmject and
establish the consFuction of ecotoDia as
the drivingforce behind thi nwement
Rather than eschew lhe label "utopian,"
" radical e nvircnmen tal i sts " must -

Wmote the cltltivation of utopiarl
sensibilities. Indeed, if 'radical emircn-
mentalists" arc to addess the rhelorical
chollenges confronling the mwement, the
insights ofecological thinking must now

be infused vith the creative potential of
utopian clitural and political rhetorics.

(John Dclica$, Tn Scarch of Ecotopie
'Radical Environmcnlalism' rnd thc Possibili-
tics of Utopian Rhctorics" Esrthtsllg Eds- Stsr
Muir and Tom Vc.ncndsll (Wcstpo4 Ct
Praega Prcs, 1996).

Howeve\ despite its widely popular
appeal, this image of the Earth as seen
frpm outer space is ptoblematic as the
sacrcd symbol for ow time. The photo-
graph has been mass-marketed, rcpm-
duced in every conceivoble medium, even
rc&tced in scale to a tinv bauble that cqt
hangftom a chain likz i prot"a*e
an ulet to be upm amrnd the neck or
dnagle fmm a rcar-vieY mirmr 7be
Wblem is that the NAS4 picture, product
ofour most advanced technolog/, and
symbol ofour hercicjournE) into outer
space, how toated as our new ftontieri is a
distancing image of the Earth that does
not alirm our interconnection with a
vital, living, earthly prcsence, but rather
our separdtion fmm it. And Furthermorc,
the pdotograpi of the earlh lrom outer
spdce in all its pristine beault, denies the
rcalily of humanund ! despoliation of its
riches.

@linor Gadon, 'ltlctaphors for Bidhing:
Towards 8 New CEEtion Story for thc Agc of
Erolory," ASer Errth Da),: Continuing thc
Conscrvalion Efort Bl. Max Oelschlacgcr
(Dcnton, fi: Univcnity of North Toras
Press, 1992).

Debate and the
Environment

This year the interollegiate debate
tqic is Resolved: That the Uniteal States
federal gwemment should ina"ase
,egu lati ons requiring industries to
deoeae nbstantially the domestic
production dnd/or emission of erNiron-
mental pollutants. For the first time in
over two decades. the two main forms of
two-peron intercollegiate debate, CEDA
and NDI are debating the same topic.

The most popular cases so frr bave
invotved policies to alleviate environnen-
tal racism, stricter mileage requirements
for automobiles, stricter control of
radioactive waste, and an orpanded
system of tradeable permits- Negative
positions hare focused on alteflEtive
actors for environmental actioru, on tle
economic costs of environmental rcgula-
tions, and on political efects ofenviron-
mental policies on bipartisanship and on
political "capital."

It is encouaging to see a new
generation of thinkers focusitrg tbeir
efforts toward undersanding sone of the
complexities surrounding environmental
public policy. Since college debaten may
end up arguing rgainst policies tley
beliwe in, they are being forced to
continually question their own assumP
tions regarding the desirability or feasibil-
ity ofdjfiercnt policy options. N{ay this
ability to critically assess evidence, to
integrate atrd compare tht sEength of
various environmental claims, become
more widespread as these students
embrace lhe power ofcitizenship.

An Ecologt of Language?
Does this sentenc€ remind you of John

Muir?
This sentence dreams ofbeing a bird.
This inert sentenc€ is my body, but my

soul is alive, dancing in the spark of
your bnin

There are exacly threee errors in this
sentenc€.

fy cn rd ths, itn tyg h myxbl cd.
(Adaptcd from Douglas R Hofstadtor,

Metrmaqical Thcm&r (NY: Basic Books,
1985).

Inconed addtas? Dorrl vqil ao r.c.it th. N.rttlda? Knot,

sttlconi who would waat to r.c.irc it? Plaase contad th. ntitor.

Connunication, 3D6
George Mrson Udversity


