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Introduction

wWith the ascendancy of the naturalistic and materialistic
:ﬁattitudes during the last decades of the nineteenth century and the
first decades of the twentieth, libersl education receded before
‘the force of demands for treining that would bring "“practical®
fretuins. A lust for an immediate yield from educational investments
. unbalenced the order of developing mental discipline and the ful-
;ffilment of human faculties. Recenf years have geen a reaction
-against these false ideals. Scholars and educators alike hﬁve
enunciated their ﬁarnings against the disastrous results of over-
looking the higher naﬁure of man and its needs. The people them=-
éelvas are awekening, amid the ruins of their economie program, to
the eternal desire of human beings for sometﬁing infinitely more
gsatisfying than material resources. Such conditions call forth the
~remémbrance of a men who in his own day anticipated the flooding
 of the schools with & multitudinous variety of ”useful" courses
,i ﬁhat would leave the student quite uneducated. He reised his
- ‘melodic voice against what he considered one of the gravest of
‘,human 11ls; he set down in his superb style a unique treatise on
 v1ibera1 training, a treatise which had no specific forerunner and

has hardly'been surpassed. This was Cardinal Newman's Idea of a

‘~~Uhiversity.
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The purpose of the present essay is to reveal the education-
al ideas of John Henry Cardinal Newman, as contained in his Dis-

courses on the Scope and Nature of University Education, through en

exémination of their sources and their development, together with their
‘fextual history.

Among the few studies of Newman as an educator, the one
which is most complete is an excellent biographical treatment:

;J§~H. Newmen, Educateur, by Fernande Tardivel, of the University

_of Paris. Franz de Hovre has devoted a considerable section of

his work, Le Catholicisme: Ses Pedagogues; sa Pedagogie (tr. by

E. B. Jordan as Catholicism in Education, 1934), to a critical

analysis and Just interpretation of the sducational philosophy and
practice of the Cardinal. Timothy Corcoran, S.J. has seen fit to
[present an adverse criticism of Newman's philosophy in his Newnman:

Selected Discourses on Liberal Education. The present study ex=-

iehdg‘the scope of these works by its treatment of the text and of
the sources of the Dlscourses on University Teaching.

This work is limited to the named discourses and will serve,
it is hoped, as a nucleus for a later analysis of all the writings
;§n education which Newman produced. Chapter One consists of a
history of the text under consideration, based on a careful cole
lation of the separate editions and printings. Chapter Two is an
g;position of the educational theories derived from the discourses.

Chapter Three is devoted to & comparative study of the influences,
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: positive and negative, on Cardinal Newmen's work. Chapter Four
concludes the study with an attempt at critical evaluation. The

notes of the collation are presented in an appendix.
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Chapter One

History of the Text

The Idea of e University, 1 now in its last decade towards

e century of vital existence, haes made a place for itself in
Colleges of Liberal Arts and of Educetion, as well as smong cul-
tured readers in general. The wc;rk has inevitably called forth
the praise of critics for its pellucid ptosé style, but neither
hes its real worth as an expression of the essence of libersal
‘education gone unepprecisted. Humanists from his day to this have
quoted Newman as an authority. Mr. Alexander Whyte has described
the first reading of _T_Ir_x_e_lcg'gg_ as "an epoch in every university
‘man's life,"2 and the late Charles Franklin Thwing, one-time
~ president of Western Reserve University, in commending it wrote
: that Newmen's "whole conception of the neture and functions of
- the purpose and results, of that educétional proéess is pregnant

with lasting lessons to the mind and the conscience of man." S

1 J.H. Newman, The Idea of a University Defined and Illustrated,
London, 1923. This book will be referred to in the footnotes

-~ hereafter as The Idea. Unless special mention is mede, the page
references will be to the 1923 printing.

2 Alexander Whyte, Newman, An Appreciation, London, 1901., p. 122.

5 C.F. Thwing, Education According to Some Modern Masters,
Yew York, 1916, p. 250.
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Like the other works from the Cardinel's pen, l the collec~-
the result of a specific requeste The discourses were fired by
the same motive power which animated Newmen from his earliest
Anglicen sermons through his cereer as a Catholic priest, . nemely,
his pessionate zeal for "the preservation of religicn ageinst the
incoming tide of rationalism and infidelity."2 The occasion which
gave rise to the essays on Universgity Teaching had its source in

‘ the educational problems of Ireland. In the first half of the
nineteenth century there was no opportunity for higher education
for Catholie youths except in the seminaries or in the schools
on the Continent. Religious testé in-pleces:of higher learning
in Ireland, as in England, still debarred non-members of the Es=-
’tablished Churche In 1845 the govermment of Sir Robert Peel
had esteblished the Queen's Colleges at Cork, Galway, and Belfast,
which united in 1850 as Queen's University.3 In imitgtion of the

-College of London, no chair of theclogy was founded, on the asg-

gumption that if no religion were offered, no religion favored,

1 The works of J.H., Newman have been collected (though not com~
pletely) into some thirty-five octavo volumes.

2 Wilfrid Werd, lest Lectures, New York, 1918. pe 7.

3 J.JW. Adamson, English Education 1789-1902, Cembridge, 1930.
Pe 145.
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then people of all creeds would be satisfied. Catholics as well
8.8 Protestants were invitgd to attend. Such & plan of "godless"
training, however, was mot acceptable to the Catholics. They
had fought for centuries to preserve the faith, and they were
determined not needlessly to expose their youth to a danger of
loss now. They were suspicious of all liberalism as being allied
40 the free-thinking Universities of France and Belgium. Plans
'were presented for a kind of éompromise, wharebylséparate hells

| ﬁould house the Catholic boys,and the dean appointed would be of
their own confession. Further proposals asked for a share of
Catholic teachers. Although, as & measure of expediency, this
plan did meet with the approval of some members of the Irish

- Episcopacy, it was condemned by the mejority.

In a Synod or National Council at Thurles, in 1850, the

Bishops formelly rejected the "Mixed Education" of the Queen's
Coileges; and, following the Papal recommendations that had come

 from Rome, they resolved to esteblish & Catholic University in

'Dublin.l On April 15, 1851, Newman received e requsst from

1 J.H. Newmen, My Campaign in Ireland, Aberdeen, 1896. pp. x=-xiii.
It may be said that the authorities in Rome were guided by Dr. Paul
Cullen, then Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland, but for-
merly a long-time resident of Rome and presidemt of the Irish
College there. Dr. Cullen, as Chancellor, continued to sxert a
powerful influence in all the details comnected with the founding
of the University.
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Dr. Cullen to aid in the work of foundation.l The Bishops of Ire=-
lend were hopeful that he would use his talent as an orator to
render the project popular bj means of some conferences on educa=
tion. later in the summer of the seme yeer Dr. Cullen asked Newman
to assume the Rectorship of the institution. After hesitation and
counsel Newmen sccepted, and his formal appointment was made on
November 12,71851.2 ‘
| The question arises (and it is pertinent to the history of
" the text): What was it that induced Newmen, whose love of Englend
wes so impelling, to leave his Oratory in Birmingham and devote
himgelf to the Irish University? Newman, whose psychologicel
aptitude was at times uncanny, had a special faculty of foreseeing
6bjections to his statements and to his actions. He forestalled
these by setting forth the difficulties and himself providing the
solution. He has done just this with the present question .

in & "mythical™ dielogue between himself and a friend.

~1 Wilfrid Werd, The Life of John Henry Cardinal Newman, London,
1921. Vol. 1, p. 311.

2" Ibid., po 312

3 This dialogus appeared originally in the article "Discipline and
-Influence” in the Catholic University Gazette, 1854; later in
‘Historical Sketches, Vols 3
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¥... what had you to do with an Irish undertaking?
do you think they have not clever men enough there
to work it, but you must meddlet"

"Well," I said, "I do not think it is an Irish
undertaking, that is, in such & sense that it is
not a Catholic underteking, end onewhich intimately

and directly interests other countries besides
Irelend.” R

¥Say, England," he interposed.

"Well, I say and mean England: I think it most in-
timatély concerns Englend; unless it was an effair
of Englend, as well as of Ireland, I should have
sympathized in so grand & conception, I should
have done wheat I could to aid it, but I should have
had no oall, as you well say, I should have con-

sidered it presumption in me, to teke an active
pert in its execution.”l

This "myth" wexpleins  clearly the exact position of Newman. He
hed always three dominent interests in his life. The first and

" primary one was his devotion to religion and truth. It is diffi-
cult to set elther of the other two in e precedent position -=-
his love of Englahd and his zeal for educetion. Im the offer mede
‘by the Irish Bishops he saw an opportunity, God-sent, to do some-
thing for the Church,2 for English Catholics as well as Irish,

 in the field of education -- the ﬁraining of enlightened and cul=-

tured leaders among the laity. This idea had been expressed even

l J.H., Newman, Historical Sketches, Vol. 3, p. 66.

2 Ward wrote: "To do a great work es a Catholic, as a knight-errant
for the Church or the See of Peter, was his highest aspiration.”
(Life of John Henry Cardinal Newmen, Vol. 1, p. 323.)

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



before his official appointment. In a letter to Mrs. William
Froude, written in the autumn, 1851, Newman said:

It is & most dering attempt, but first it is a

religious one, ... Curious it will be if Oxford

is imported into Ireland, not in its members

only, but in its principles, methods, ways and

arguments. The battle there will be what it was

in Oxford twenty years ago.l
With astounding prevision Newman saw the future advance of Liberal-
ism, of "infidelity," and he was ready to devote his best and
latest efforts to prepare theéyoung Catholic laity of England --
and of Irelend -~ to face competently the dangers they were bound
to encounter in their secular life.

Such was the task which Newmen set before himself as he
began work on the discourses which he himself declared had caused
him "no one kmows how much thought and anxiety."a He fesred
that because he had no acquaintance with his prospective sudience
his lectures might be " from beginning to end a failure."3 He
went to Dublin early in May.

The first discourse, delivered on Monday, Mey 10, was

introductory. It was followed on the three successive Mondays

1 Ibid., p. 312.

2 letter to Dr. Newsham, of Ushaw, cited by Ward, op. cit.,
Vol. 1, p. 316, - T

3 Letter to Ormsby, March 14, 1852, cited in My Campaign in
Ireland, p. lxii. -
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' (Mey 17, 24, and 31) by lectures on the relation of theology and
secular knowledge. The fifth lecture, on June Tth, was entitled
"General Knowledge Viewed as One Philosophy." The meetings were
held in the Exhibition Room of the Rotunda at four ofclock in the
afternoon. Newmen's letter to his Birmingham confiére, Father

Ambrose St. John, reported the gratifying circumstences of the

Pirst lecture.

The room was very good for my purpose, being very
smell. It is just the room I like, barring want
of lighte I cannot make myself heard when I
speak to many, nor do the meny care to hear me;
paucorum hominum sum. The room holds (say)400,
and was nearly fulle ... It was just EPe room
I have ever coveted and never have had.

The audience, it would appeear, was worthy to appreciate the

‘extraordinary discourses. In a note of boyish enthusiasm Newman

wrote:

The lLecture, I suppose, has been & hit ... Mr.
Duffy [his publisher} ... said he had never
seen so literary an assemblage; all the intel-
lect, almost, of Dublin was there. There were
thirteen Trinity fellows, etc., eight Jesuits,
e great many clergy, and most intense attention.

1l 71bid., pp. lxiii-lxiv

2 Ibid.

—————
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‘A newspaper account of the second discourse réported that

As before, the spacious room was crowded by a
learned assemblage, lay and clerical, and there
were present, besides, several distinguished
ladies. A number of gentlemen connected with
the university and other learned bodies als
attended ..o 1 '

From the first, Newman planned public‘ation of his lectures.

rhey appeared in extenso in The Tablet of Dublin and were also
| reprinted in American Catholic newspapers.g

After June 7 Newmen returned to Birmingham and continued
the work on his discourses. He wrote five more, dealing princi-
pally with knowledge, or the philosophical habit, as the aim of
~§ liveral education. For a reason never explained to him, no
word came from Ireland suthorizing him to resume his lecture
geries. He determined, however, to execute his original plan
of & "Library Edition."3 1In December, 1852, the book was pub-

';' lished by Duffy in Dublin under the title: Discourses on the

Scope and Nature of University Education, Addressed to the Catholics

‘1 Catholic Telegraph and Advocate, Cincinneti, Vol. 21, Ne.25
: (Juna 19, 1852), Pe 2e

.2 Bee excerpts in Catholic Telegraph snd Advocate, Vol. 21,
Nos. 25 and 46 (June 19, 1852 and November 9, 1852).

3 J.H. Newman, My Ceampaign _1_:3_ Irelend, p. lxiv.
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‘,EEE‘Dublin. 1t contained the five lectures delivered in Dublin,
the five prepared at Birminghem, a long preface and an extensive
appendix (seventy-eight pages) consisting of "illustrations of
the main principles laid down in the foregoing Discourses eeotl
The work was dedicated to the countless friends in countries of
Europe and America, whose generous offeringé helped to defray
the expenses of the Achilli trial, "the stress of a great anxiety”
of which he speakse. The fact that the lectures were composed
ﬁhile the author was ﬁnder such a burden elicits a deeper appre=~
ciation of his great work.

In the years following, Newman qulished other treatises

on university education:; The O0ffice and Work of Universities,

1856, and Lectures and Essays on University Subjects, 1859

‘At the time when the latter appeared he also prepered a careful
revision of his 1852 edition. This was published in London,

1859, as The Scopse and Neture of University Education. It was

somewhat shorter then the original, containing only eight of the
© ten discourses, with several of these abbreviated.:
In 1873 the discourses appeared again in a new form. They

became the first section of the work entitled The Idea of a

1l J.", Newman, Discourses on the Scope and Nature of University

E@ucetion, Dublim, I852. p. 371. ——
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University Defined and Illustrated. I. In Nine Discourses

‘Delivered to the Catholics gf'Dublih I1. EE.Occasional Lectures

‘ and Essays Addressed to the Members of the Catholic University.

The first section was labeled "University Teaching." The second
part, "University Subjects," was composed of the lectures Newman
- head given at the Catholic University between 1854 and 1858, and

had published as Lectures and Essays on University Subjects in

1859, TIn this work, designatéd as the Third Edition, some of the
‘meteriel which héd been removed from the second edition was re-
gtored, and e number of verbal changes occurred: The Fourth
Edition was printed in 1875 under the title used in 1873,
In 1885 the works of Newman were given over to Longmns

. for publication and in that year csame the Fifth Edition, the
‘Sixth in 1886, the Seventh in 1887, the Eighth in 1888. There
wore two printings in 1888. The Ninth'Edition, 1889, the last
in Newman's lifetime, was in reality a reprint of the Eighth, as
was the issue of 1891, indicated as New Edition. Further print-
ings appeared. Those of 1893, 1896, 1899, and 1905 were marked
'ﬁeﬁ Edition. Copies of 1901, 1902, 1907, 1910, 1912, 1917, 1919,
1923, 1925, 1931, and 1935 conteined the notation New Impression.
The publisher's records indicate that from the time of Newman's

death the demand for the book rose steadily until about 1930.1

-1 Letter from Longmans, Green, and Company, Ltd., London,
December 17, 1542, to the writer.
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In 1927 en Americen edition for College use was prepared by
Daniel M, O'Conmell, S.J.1 There was an Everyman's Library edition

of The Scope and Nature of University Education in 1915.2 The popu=

larity of these issues probably acgounts for the recent drop in the
demand for the standard English copies.
Newman's disoourses on University Teaching were first pub-

lished in pemphlet form, as has been seid. It has been impossible
 to secure these for the present collation, but a comparison of the
excerpts reprinted in American newspaperss indicates that the
first edition was copied from the seperate pamphlets. The great-
est,altérations of the text are those made from the first to the
second editions. In general, Newman seemed intent on reducing

~the size of his book, as he stated in the short preface written

1 J.H. Newman, The Idea of a University Defined and Illustrated,
edited for College Use and Private Study by Daniel M. 0'Comnell,
Loyola Press, Chicago, 1927. The America Press, New York, 1941.
The edition is not complete; it omits lLectures VII, IX, and X of

- "University Subjects" in order to make room for some chapters
from Historieal Sketches, Vol. 3.

~~21 J.H. Newman, The Scope and Nature of University Education,
Everyman's Library Edition, Dent, 1903, 1915; Dutton, 1915, 1928.

-8 Catholic Telegraph and Advocate, Cincinnati, Vol. 21,
Wos. 25 and 46 (June 19, 1852 and November 9, 1852).
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for this publication.

He [the author] has removed from the text much
temporary, collateral, or superfluous metter, and
has thus reduced it to the size of his two other
volumes on University Teaching, and that with ad-
vantage, as he conceives, both to the force and
to the clearness of his argument.l

In the first place, the long title was reduced to The Scope and

- Nature of University Education, with a significant sub=-title:

"or University Teaching Considered in Its Abstract Scope and
Nature." The headings of the separate discourses were also
changed. This second edition contained only eight discourses.
The original first and second were telescoped into one; the fifth
wes omitted as a separate treatise. The eighth was reduced and
rearranged. The long appendix was permanenfly excised.
The sub-title of the edition of 1859 has been designated

as significant: "University Teaching Considered in Its Abstract
“Scope and Nature." The term "abstract" conditions the point of
view from which the subject was to be handled. Liberal educa-
’tion, cultivation of mind, were to be discussed in themselves as
entities separate from religious or professional training. New-

man had declared this position in 1852, but it was with more

1 J.H, Newman, The Scope and Nature of University Education,
London, 1859, p. vii. -
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deliberation that he emphasized it in 1859, It has been pointed
kout that Newmen had assumed an official status in the University
at Dublin because he hoped to make a University "which should be
to the Catholics of the Ringdom what Louvain was to the Belgian
Catholics =~ the home of a liberal education enabling them %o be
a real power in the country in proportion to their numerieal
,,strength."l He had looked upon England and Ireland as "sister
“;isles" which had, in the early ages of the Church, aided and
(‘emulated each other for the glory of religion and learning. They
had produced a roster of saints and scholars whose names are promi-
nent in the pages of history. It was no small ambition that
Newmaen fostered in hoping to re-establish a connection whiech had
been severed for four hundred years.
Newmen hed had no intercourse with Ireland before he was
called upon to work in the University. He admitted, "I was a
: poo} innocent as regards the actual state of things in Ireland
when I went there."? He had simply presumed that,since the authori=-
ties had invited him to head nominelly the institution, they desired

the kind of education to which he had devoted so much of his early

1 Werd, op. eit., Vol. 1, p. 355.

2 1bid0, Vol. 1, Pe 388,
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life. He had confidently expected that any racial discrepancies
between the English and Irish would be obviated by the unity of
religious belief. He had said, "... first it is a religious
[attempt]," 1 pot a netional one. Newman had been encouraged by
what he thought was the attitude of the Holy Father in the letter

of March 25, 1852, to the Bishops of Irelend.

We greoet with merited praise your wise and provident

decision to establish in Ireland ... & Catholiec

University in which young men may without peril to

~ the Catholic faith, be trained in humene Studies and

in the more exacting Faculties. We encourage you to

bring about this wished-for result with 4ll con-

venient speed.z
He interpreted this to signify "humane studies" as he understood
them, He wrote that the establishment of a University by the
Holy See seemed to suggest that & change of poliey was in progress
in Rome on the subject of methods of education.®

It is a metter of history that the aim of the Chﬁrch in her

educational work has never altered. The ancient truths have been

restated and reemphasized in the encyclical of Pius XI:

1 Ibid., Vol. 1, Pe 312,

2 Translat;on in T. Corcoran, S.J., Newman: Selected Discourses on
Liberal Education, Dublin, 1929. p. 129,

3 Catholic University Gezette, Dublin, November 9, 1854. (Cited in
dy Cempaign in Ireland, pp. xiv, xv.
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