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Why Important? 
 Find potential collaborators 
 Get credit for scholarly activities 
 Institutions - Collect, showcase and evaluate 

scholarly activities of their faculty 
 Publishers - Simplify the publishing workflow, 

including peer review 
 Funding organizations - Simplify the grant 

submission workflow and track what happened to 
funded research  

 Scholarly societies - Track the achievements of 
their members. 

 
Fenner, M. 2011. Author Identifier Overview, Libreas. Available from http://www.libreas.eu/ausgabe18/texte/03fenner.htm and http://edoc.hu-
berlin.de/libreas/18/fenner-martin-18/PDF/fenner.pdf 
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Available Author IDs 

International Repositories Infrasturcture wiki - #repinf09, ‘Author identification', wiki article, 30 October 2010, viewed 10 December 2013,  
<https://repinf.pbworks.com/w/page/13779410/Author%20identification>, map version <https://repinf.pbworks.com/f/Author+identification+b-w.pdf>  
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Traditional Name Authority 
Control:  LC/NACO 

 
 



LC/NACO Limitations 

 Creation process is not dynamic; few 
librarians authorized to create  

 MARC format of authorities can be 
confusing for non-librarians 

 Creators can’t “own” or contribute to 
their identities 

 Problems with disambiguation 
 Authorized form of name is a text string; 

no embedded metadata that links 
authorized form with authority record 

 
 
 



Disambiguation Problems 



Disambiguation Problems 
(Cont.) 



VIAF – Virtual International Authority File 
Combine and disambiguate national 
authority files 

 
 Link various national authority files into 

one virtual authority file 
 Joint project between LOC and German 

National Library – hosted by OCLC 
 Shared publicly online, integrated with 

Wikimedia/pedia 
 
http://www.viaf.org 

 

http://www.viaf.org/


ISNI – International Standard Name Identifier 
Expansive project to apply a 16 digit 
identifier to public identities for 
creators 

 
Broad scope: authors, researches 

and artists 
 ISO standard applied to multiple 

domains: library authority files; rights 
management, professional and 
trade databases 

Encompasses both living and 
deceased creators 
 

http://www.isni.org 
 
 

http://www.isni.org/
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ORCID 
"ORCID aims to solve the name ambiguity 
problem in research and scholarly 
communications by creating a central 
registry of unique identifiers for individual 
researchers and an open and transparent 
linking mechanism between ORCID and 
other current researcher ID schemes. These 
identifiers, and the relationships among 
them, can be linked to the researcher's 
output to enhance the scientific discovery 
process and to improve the efficiency of 
research funding and collaboration within 
the research community." 

“About ORCID - Our Mission." ORCID, n.d. Web. 16 Dec. 2013. <http://about.orcid.org/about/what-is-orcid/mission>. 
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http://orcid.org/ 

http://orcid.org/


More information about ORCID integrations at http://orcid.org/organizations/integrators/current 
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Author Identifiers Campus Guide 
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