Mobile Learning as
Pratt’s "Linguistic Utopia®

Leveraging Mobile Devices to
Democratize Composition Instruction




Point of Need

Composition does not happen solely in fixed locations. “Mixed
Reality” learning in the world vs. a world of classrooms, labs,

libraries, etc.

Mobile tech allows students to directly occupy places of rhetorical
activity to research, write, and publish on location.




Linguistic Utopias in Action:
Sidler’s Perspective

Using online forum tech in

obile learning creates virtual

"‘democratic spaces, what Mary Louise Pratt might call a

linguistic utopia” within whic

N cues of gender, race, and

socioeconomic status are minimized; students speak

without interruption;

and marginalized individuals can



Pilot Study:
Write Lounge In a
Summer Intensive English Program (SSB)

+ 46% of SSB users claimed to be

more likely to use specific, classroom-focused mobile technologies
over traditional classroom materials such as textbooks and desktop
course management software like Blackboard.

+ 61% of SSB users claimed to feel more connected to their classmates
when using Write Lounge, roughly the same number said they would
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Linguistic Utopias In [in]action:
Pratt's Perspective

“The ‘linguistics of community’...as a utopian project that
postulates unified, idealized social worlds...it will not be
altogether surprising to find that it has dystopic versions
as well, in which the unified social worlds are discovered,
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Pilot Study:
Write Lounge in a FYC Sequence
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Acquisition Behavior

Sessions " S:’;zlzs Bounce Rate ::&'}::' Avg. Session
Duration

64 68.75% 85.94% 1.47 00:01:35

% of Total; g

00./0% 1CV.00% 85.94% 1.G/{
(0.C0%) 144 (0.00%) (0.00%)

1. New Visltor 44 (68.75%) 100.00%  44010000% 81.82% . 00:02:06

2. Returning Visitor 20 (31.25% 0.00% 0 (0.00%) 95.00% . 00:00:28



Democratic
Design Elements

* Logical IA:
organic hierarchy for
metalanguage development;
accessibility (VO) means e
reliance on <li> functions e

* Platform agnostic Ul: L T
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Ul Workflow Example

9 Back # Write Lounge ¢ Forward

Quick References

Rhetorical & Academic Writing

Professional & Tech. Writing

Research & Reading Tactics

Contact Your Writing Center

General Forums & Feedback

9 Back # Write Lounge ¢ Forward

robertcalton.com (research)

 Back # Write Lounge ¢ Forward

¢’ Quick References
{’) Rhetorical & Academic Writing
. Professional & Tech. Writing

(¢ Research & Reading Tactics

These categories direct attention to several aspects of conducting
productive research and making the most out of time spent reading.

Choosing Articles and
Savvy Searching

"I have a bunch of articles,
now what do | do?!"

Active Reading

Scanning: Getting Quick
Information Quickly

{) Contact Your Writing Center

General Forums & Feedback

“ Back # Write Lounge ¢ Forward


http://robertcalton.com

9 Back

# Write Lounge ¢ Forward

Ul Workflow Example
MWA version found at robertcalton.com (research)

Once you have your articles, this section will help you do

something with them!

Annotate, Annotate, Annotate!
Distilling key concepts and questions

Keeping Track of Citations
Investing in your source bank.

Start a Conversation!
Start building your research outward

Extend the Conversation
Pushing your research in directions

% Back

# Write Lounge ¢ Forward

W

> Back # WLHome ¢ Forward

Annotations are simply conversations between you and your
sources, and sometimes even between sources (“synthesis”)
where appropriate. A good annotation will perform two
functions: evaluate and analyze. A helpful annotation should
serve the writer in quickly referring to their sources in detail. Even
if you write a few sentences about the source — it will pay off later.
You might be able to use some of the annotation directly in your
research!

Evaluation on a source includes discussing the author’s ethos
(their credibility), the source in context with the author’s other
work, the source’s relevance in the field, and anything else that
speaks towards giving a “review” of the source. Also think about
how YOU might use the source in your own work.

Analysis on the other hand describes the content of the source
itself. This is more of a “report” or a “summary” of main ideas of

the source. What is it talking about? How is it talking about it (the
author’'s method)? Try to pick out the main ideas of the piece and
distill them in a sentence or two for quicker annotations

Note here that in the contexts of some annotation assignments,
you will want to make your annotations longer - spend more time
on either or both aspects (evaluation and analysis) to flesh out a
detailed and usable annotation.
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Democratic Elements of an ELL-Focused
Peer Review Mobile [Web]| App

* No geographical boundaries

* No device type boundaries

* App can be used by students from anywhere
In the world and across time zones

Fxample: Students who have established a
- network In an English language learning




Democratic Elements of an ELL-Focused
Peer Review Mobile [Web]| App

 Move the learning experience from teacher-
centered to student-centered

e Foster student agency and independence




Democratic Elements of an ELL-Focused
Peer Review Mobile [Web]| App

e Less inhibition to give critical feedback (1)

* Lowers writer's apprehension and creates a mindset
focused on free writing; writers and reviewers can be

anonymous (2)

Exam,o/e 1: I\/Iany ELLs are unfamiliar W|th the Concept of




NEEISWAREWSIE
Study

Research Questions:

1. What functions would English language
teachers like to see implemented in a mobile
peer review tool that are already considered
best practice for classroom peer review?

2. What design features are ELLs more inclined
to find helpful and to use in a mobile peer
review tool?



Benetits of a Needs Analysis Prior
to Launching Mobile [Web] App

* Finding out what design and feature elements
teachers and students find useful and would
actually use

e Likely to have a higher usage rate, a lower




What might such an ELL Peer Review
Mobile [Web] App look like? section

[User123] | find it helpful
to draw boxes around
my important notes

7/8/2017-1:37pm

[JCon] i like to underline
important words and

write in the margins

7/9/2017-4:21pm




What might such an ELL Peer Review Mobile
[Web] App look like”? section

Uploaded: 7/9/2017

Southern lllinois University

Research Topic
paper outline

personal story [OP] | need help developing
my introduction section.
How can | start this?

7/9/2017-10:12am
[User123] i think you

could start with a

question
| nenn | e o




What might such an ELL Peer Review
Mobile [Web] App look like section




Mary Louise Pratt’s Idea of a
‘Linguistics of Contact”

‘Imagine, then, a linguistics that decentered community,
that placed at its centre the operation of language across
lines of social differentiation, a linguistics that focused on
modes and zones of contact between dominant and
dominated groups, between persons of different and
multiple identities, speakers of different languages, that
fooused olp how such speakers constitute each other

~ relationally and in ditterence, how they enact differences in
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