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PREF -5\..CE . 

'!'hoe great 
number of elementary works which have recen y appeared on 
thi s subject, is a pleasing evidence of the attention which has been 
besto\ve<l upon it. Amon these none has en· o ed reater favor 
than the Grammar of L INDJ,EY MumtAY · an t e 1 ran;: w 1c 
it st1 10 s among t e numerous wor s w 1c ave appeared 
since its publication, is a decided testimony to the soundness of 
its principles and the excellence of. the system. With all its ex­
cellence however it is far from being incapable of improvement ; 
and the' ~ttempt ;o add to its value as a manual for schools, by 
correcting what is erroneons, retrenching what is superfluous or 
unimportant, compressing what is prolix, elucidating what is ob­
scure, determining what was left doubtful, supplying ·what is de­
fective, and bringing up the whole to that state of improvement 
to wh ich the labours of eminent scientific and practical writers of 
the present day have so greatly contributerl, can hardly fail, if 
well executed, to prove acceptable to the public. Such was my 
design; anrl though there may he reason to regret that it has not 
been undertaker\ by some one more capable of doing justice to the 
subject, still it is hoped that the labor bE.towed, in order to carry 
it into effect, will not be altogether in vain. 

In endeavoring to avoid the minutiffi and diffuseness of the larger 
Grammar, care has been taken to guard agains t the opposite ex­
treme . The abridgments of Murray now .in i\e, ure little more 
than a synopsis of the larger work; presenting a mere outli ne of 
the subject, altogether too meagre to be of much service to the 
learner. The same remark is applicable to a great number of 
smaller works wh ich have been published· w ith a similar view ; 
namely, to serve as an introduction to a more extended system. 
They are incapable themselves of impa.rting a satisfactory know­
ledge of the subject; and yet it often happens, perhaps even in a 
majority of cases, that those who have commenced with the "in­
troduct ion, " have neither the time nor the means to get beyond 
it: and bes ides, unless the "introduction" be constructed on the 
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sa 'Yle principle of r1rrangenien t and express ion with the one which 
it. is intended tosucceed , it will probably be fo und worse than use­
less ; fo r when a p:t rt icub r arrongc n1e nt and phraseo logy have 
bcco1i:c fam iliar to the rr; ind, there is great di!'ficu lty in studying 
another \\·ork on the same su Gject, in \\·hich the arrangement and 
express ion arc mate ri ally diffe rent .. A Grammar, to be really 
valu able, ough t to be simple in its st yle and arrangement , so as to 
be adapted to the capacity of yout h, fo r whose use it is designed i 
co111prchwsivc, so as to be a suJli cient g uide in the most cl ifficu1t , 
as well as in easy cases; and its principles and rules should be 
rendere1l fa miliar lo the learner by numerous examples and exer-
cises. · 

To rr. eet these views of what a Grammar for the use of.Schools 
ought to be, the present compilation has been made : wi th what 
success, a discern ing public. to whose judg ment it is respectfully 
sub rr. itted , \\· ill decide . Utility, not novelty, has bPen ai med at. 
In collecting material s, I have freely availed mysel f of the labors 
of others who have treated on the snbject since the days of lHur­
ray, and parti cularly of those whose objec t has been si :r: ila r to my 
own. L E:<xrn's "Principles of Ei~g li sh Gram;:,ar, " deservedly 
esteemed in Bri ta in the hest co rn pend fo r the use of schools which 
has yet appeared , I have adopted as the g round plan of n:y work . 
The works of l\Ir nnA Y, Ax ci:s, CO'.'XE'.., G11.\"'I', C1:mrnrn, H1 Li:Y, 

and other5 jg tbq tY'f'354·e rpllqgtjqp pf my frjepr! p r R§(''f.,1P 
wfoch I ha,·e en.1oycd free access , have bt:e11 consulted; and from 

~.
a 11 of. them has been carefully sel. coted, condensed , and arranged 

, 1 , 
· \ ·w rntever seemed to be suitable to my pu rpose. For several va-

,1 uable suggestions, also, I a m indebted to Dr. T. R. BEcrr, and 
1 everal other literary friends, who k indly examined my MSS .. be­
') ore they were sent to press , and free ly co:11municated their sen­
\ ·men ts. On the whole, it is believed that there is nothing of 
' .uch i :-n po rt ~ nce in lliurray·s large r Gramn:ar. or in the works 

subsequen t \ni te rs, that will not be found co~dense <l here . 
On I he subjec t of E ty n:ology, much expansion has been deemed 

nnecessa ry; I have therefore generally contenteJ myself wi th 
st at in g nsults 1 wi thou t emh•trr.is:;ing the work " ·i th the p·rocesses . 
often tedious anu obsc ure, "·hich have leJ to them. In the clas~ 
si f1ca t ion of words, almost all writers differ from each other. and 
t hough on th is subject there has been much disc ussion, no~hing 
has yet been proposed which, on the whole, appears less objec-
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tionable in principle, or more convenient in practice, than that of 
l'.'[urray, which is therefore generally retained. 

In Syntax, greater J;ullness has been considered proper. In the 
arrangement of the Rules, scarcely two writers have followed the 
same order; and that here adopted is somewhat different from any 
other. Without regarding much the usual divieion of Syntax into 
Co11cord and Governm ent , those ru les are placed first wlt ich ap­
pear to be most simple, and of most frequ ent occurrence. Care 
h as been taken, however, to connect with a leading rule those of 
a subord inate character allied to it , and to add under every rule 
such notes and observations as appeared necessary lo its ill ustra­

Numerous examples of false. syntax (ollow each ule 
0 

re s 
ey belong . e p u 0 

of the pupil, there have been introduced at in tervals, exercises on 
the precedmg rules promiscuously arranged; and at the end, pro­
miscuous exercises are fur~ished on all the rules and observations ; 
the whole forming ~ body o.f exercises, containing perhaps not' 
fewer examples than Murray'~arate volu me of Exercises on 
the Rules of Syntax. In this, economy as well as convenience 

5:::;'~::i;1'15Jf f 1?!'r'.'J!1r b"'; mo:: .. : 
••••••9l'hese principles, has been introduced in its place; and 

the whole furnished with questions and appropriate exercises, in 
order to render every part famili ar to the mind of the pupil as he 
advances, so that no larger treatise, and no separate book of ex­
ercises, will be necessary. The arrangement of the exercises on 
syntax on the same page with the rule which they are designed 
to illustrate, it is believed, will greatly diminish the labor, both 
of teacher and pupil , in going over this important part of the 
subject. 

Another object steadily kept in view in this compilation, ·is to 
render it a profitable introduction to classical studies. While all 
languages diffor from each other in their mode of inflexion, and 
in some fo rms of expression peculiar to themselves , usually de 
nominated idioms, their general principles are, to a very great 
extent, the same. It would seem, therefore, to be proper, · in 

A" 
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construct ing grammnr5 for different languages, that the princi­
ples, so far as they are. the same, should be arranged in the same 
order, and expressed as nearly as possible in the same words . · 
\-Vere thi s carefully done, the stLidy of the grammar of one lan­
guage would be a very important aid in the study of another· aud 
the opportun ity t hus afforded of seeing wherein they agree

1 

and 
~,·herem they differ, would o{ itself furnish a profitable exercise 
rn co mparati ve g rammar. But when a ·Latia grammar is put 
rnto the hands of a boy, differing widely in i ts arrangement or 
phra_scology from the Engl ish grammar which he had previously 
studied, and then rn due t1:T1e a Greek grammar differen t from 
both, not on ly is the benefi t derived from the analogy of the dif­
ferent languages_ in a g reat '.11 easure lost , but the whole subject is 
made to appear rntol crabl y intricate and rPysterious. To remedy 
till s evt!, I resolved , some ti me ago, to publish a series of Gram­
mars of the E nglish, L at in, and Greek languages , arranged in 
the same order, and expressed as nearly in the same words as the 
gentu s of the languages "'·ould permit. 

This seric> has now been so me time before the public and 
h as been received with a degree of favor fa r surpassing m~ ex­
pectat10ns . 

PREF ACE TO THE REVISED EDITION~ 
N e\\· pbtes for t his work ha,·ing become necessa ry, the oppor­

tumty has b een em braced to improve the work in such a way as " 
t o render It stt!l more worthy of public favor. Severa l of the 
defin1 t1ons and rules ha,·e. been rendere,\ more stri ct ly accurate . 
I n rr.a ny places, obse rvations and remarks have been in t roducer:! 
where the~ seemei l to be necessary to co mplete or elucidate th~ 
subjec t .. 1 he etymology of the article which stood before , is 

n_o"' , as It should be, placed after th e noun; and that of the par­
ticiple is placed with the moods and tenses, before the inflection 
of the verb , tnstead of comin " after it In these t · . o · \.VO instances 
o_nl y, _i s t he order of the sections changed. In the verb the de­
signat ion and arra ngement of tenses fi rst adopted in th is G~a :11 mar 
but which were subseque ntl y change·], are here resumed be in; 
considered as a ltoge '.her better, because more natural and' appro~ 
prrn.te. T he for mer des ignations however are placer! · h . ' ' rn paren-
t eses , (except the imperfe ct, which does not correctly expres• 
the import 0f that tense), that teachers may adopt those w hich 
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they prefer. ln the observations on the tenses, an attempt has 
been made to render them more full and explicit ; and in the 
inflection of the verb, negative and interrogative forms liave 
been intcoduced after the active voice. 

In Syntax, two or three rules have been altered, where it 
seemed desirable for the sake of greater accuracy and simplicity. 
S0 much of Rules IV. , V., and VI. as referred to the pronoun, 
ha-; been omitted, to avoid the confu sion occasioned by uniting 
two subjects (the verb and personal pronoun) under one rule, and 
all that relates to the Syntax of the personal pronoun has been 
placed together in special rules under Rule X. The exercises 
under these rules have been rev ised and made to correspond to 
these changes . In Prosody, several defects have been supplied, 
and the article on Composition has been cons iderably enlarged. 

To make room for these improvements , the li sts of questions 
heretofore intersper,ed through the work, and the utility of which 
has been questioned by distinguished teachers, have been removed 
to the end of the book, where they are placed together, so that 
they may be used or not, as the teacher may direct. F or the 
same purpose, all discussions of grammatical questions h ave been 
removed from the body of the work to the Appendix, and suita­
ble refe rence made to them in the text. In this position, they 
interfere less with the regular progress of the work, and may be 
consulted at pleasure. By this means, also, an opportunity is 
afforded of ·d iscussing the several subjects, when it was thought 
important, at g reater length than would have been proper in their 
place; arnl hence, it will be seen, the Appendix has been consi­

derably enlarged. 
· By means of thesP. arrangements, the leading parts of the 

Grammar are made to occupy nearly the same place as before, be­
ing seldom more than one page distant from their former pos ition. 
This revisal of the work has been gone into more thoroughly 
now, to avoid the necessity of ever hereafter making any changes; 
but no change has been made which w ill occas ion any difficulty 
in using this edition with the other, as the parts introduced for 
the most part belong to the N ates and Observations, and to dis­
tinguish them are generally enclosed in brackets . 

For further information, reference is occasionally m ade to the 
Analytical and Practical Grammar, in which the subjects generally 
are treated of with greater fullness, especially in Syntax, than 

in this compend. 
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PLAN OF THIS WORK. 

1. In this work the leading pri~ciples, definitions, and rules, 
forming by themselves ;rn epitome of Grammar, are printed in 
hrger type, and expressed in bri ef, accurate, and simple language, 
so as to be easily committed to memory. 

2. All that is necessary to fi ll up this outline, and with it to 
form a CO!J1plete school grammar, is inserted in its place in smaller 
type in Observat ions and Re marks, not to be committed to me­
mory, but to be st udied more fully in connection with the leading 
parts, ·in subsequent reviews . 

3. The whole is perspicuously arranged under distinct sections 
and heads , all of wh ich are numbered separately ; and now, in 
addition to th is, all the paragraphs are numbered by a running 
series of numbers, rendering it easy to refer to any particular part . , 

4. At the close of each part of speech, and frequently at inter­
vals nnder different heads, Exercises , simple and easy, are intro­
duced, for the purpose of rendering the pupil familiar with each 
step as he goes along, and better prepared for entering on th:i.t 
which is to follow . 

5. The leading rules of Syntax al ways stand at the top of the 
page; and under each is presented, in special ru les, in small 
type, or in observations and remarks in type sti ll sm aller, all that 
is necessary to con-1ple te or explain the subject of which it treats; 
anti then un'.l er these are furnished examples of fal se Syntax to be 
corrected-an exercise of great importance, to render the princi­
ples previously st udied, and their use,_ famil iar to the_pupil. 

6 . For the same purpose, nucnerous examples of false Syntax 
under all tht• ru les are furni shed at the end, promiscuously ar­
ranged . In correct ing these, it wi ll always be proper to shew 
wherein they are wrong, ment ion the rule which they violate, 
and give the rule or the reason for the change made. 

7. In Analysis and Parsing, it is important that one uniform 
method , the shor ter 1 he be1ter, provided it be accurate and fu ll , 
should be pursue.I ; either that here recommended, or such other 
as the teacher may prefer; and that the rules, when repeated, be 
repeated accurately in the very words of the text. 

8. The subject of ComposiLion, at the end of the book, will be 
a proli table study fo r the pupil after he has stud ied the grammar, 
and fu rni sh the mean. tantly apply ing its principles. 

met hod, tlie s instead of 
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GRAMMAR . 

I. GRAMMAR is both a SCIENCE and an ART. 
2. As a ScIENCE, it investigates the principles 

of l~nguage in general. When thus used, it is 
denominated GENERAL or UNIVERSAL GRAMMAR; 
and sometimes Co MP ARA TIVE GRAMMAR. 

3. As an ART, it teaches the right method of 
applying these principles to a particular language, 
so as to express our thoughts in a correct and pro­
per manner, according to established usage. App. I. 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

4. ENGLISH GRAMMAR is the art of speaking and 
writing the English language with propriety. 

5. GRAMMAR is divided into four parts; namely, 
Orthography, Etymolog y, Syntax, and Prosody. 

[6. Orthography treats of letters and syllables ; 
Etymology, of words; Syntax, of sentences; and 
Prosody, of elocution and versification. ] 
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PRATT, vVOODFORD & Co., NEW-YORK. 
This series consists of the following worxs. yiz : 

I. PRACTICAL LESSONS IN ENGLISH GRAMMA R etc . 
. This little book contains a brief synopsis of th e leading prin­

cip les of English Grammar, every p.art of which is illue•rated by 
a great variety of exercises, of the simplest character, adapted to 
the capacity .of pupils at an early age 

II. THE PRINC IPLES OF ENGLISH GRAllfM . .\R etc. 
This work is intended as a school Grammar for the' 'se of 

classes pursuing thi s branch of study in the comm
1

on schools or cif 
the ,iu nior classes in academies. It embraces all that is imp'ortant 
on the subjec t, expressed with accuracy, brevity, and simplicity, 
and is peculiarly adapted to the purposes of instruction in public 
schools .. 

IlI. THE ANALYTICAL AND PRACTICAL ENGLT'>H 
GRAMMA R . 

This ·work, designed for the more advanced classes in schools 
and academies, is prepared on a more extended plan than the 
preced ing, though not essentiall y different from i1 . The arrang,,­
ment !except rn syntax), the definitwns, an•! rules ·are the same, 
but ·wnh much g reater fullness in the illustrations and exercises 
i ntende.d to lead the student into a thorough and critical <1cquaint: 
ance wllh the structure and use of the E;nglish language. 

IV. EXERCISES IN ANALYSIS AND PARSING. 
This little work cons ists of selections in prose and poetry fro :n 

standard writers, so arrang~J ~s to furnish a convenient and pro­
gress ive covrse of. Exerci ses Ill .Analysis and Parsing, in every 
vanety of style, w ith such occaswnal references to the grammar~ 
as are deemed necessary to explain peculiar or difficult const ruc­
tions. To th is is prefixed directions for the a11alvsis of sentences 
anrl models both of ~nalysi s and parsing. • 

V. THE PRINCIPLES OF LATIN GRAMMAR. 
This work is upon the foundat ion of A\!am's Latin Grammar. 

so long and favorably known as a text book and combinl!s with 
all that is excellent in that work many impo

1

rtant cor.rections ar.d 
improvements suggested by subsequent \.•riters or the results of 
the author's own reflection and observation d~ring many years 
as a classical teacher. 

2 

VI. JACOBS'S LATIN READER . 
This work forms a sequel to the Grammar, and an introduction 

to the study of the Latin classic authors . It begins with a. seri~s 
of simple and plain sentences mostly selected from classic wri­
ters, to exemplify and illustrate the leading constructions '?f the 
language followed by Rcarling Lessons, of pure and simple 
L atin, chie tly narrative, by which the pupil, while he becomes 
familiar witb. the constructioh of the language, 1s also made ac­
quainted with many of the 'most prominent characters. and my­
thological fab les of antiqu ity, as well as with the leading events 
in Roman history. Throughout the work, references are con­
stantly made, at the foot" of the page, to the Grammar and . fotro­
duction, when necessary to explain the constructwn or assist the 
pu pi! in his preparations. 

VII. ClESAR' S COMMENTARIES. 
In this work, . the plan of ~he Latin Reader is carried on 

throughout. The same introduction on the Latin irl ioms is pre­
fixed for convenience of reference, and the same mode of reference 
to the grammar and introduction is coutinued. The Notes are 
neither too meagre nor too voluminous: they are intended not 
to do the work of the student for him, but to direct and assist 
him in doing it himself. It is embellished w ith a beautiful map 
at Gaul, and several wood-cuts representing the engines of war 

. used by the Romans. 

VIII. FIRST LESSONS IN GREEK. 
This work is intended chiefly for those who begin the study of 

Greek at an early age; and for thi s reason contains only the out­
lines of Grammar, expressed in as clear and simple a manner as 
possible. It is complete in itself, being a Grammar, Exercises, 
R eading book, and Lexicon, all_in one; so that the pupil, while 
studying this, needs no other book on the subject. The know­
ledge acqu ired by the study of this work will be an important 
preparation to the young student for commencing the study of 
Gree)<: gp~mmar with ease and advantage. 

IX. THE PRINCIPLES OF GREEK GRAMMAR . 
This work is intended to be a comprehensive manual of Greek 

Grani mar, adapted to the use of the younger as well of the more 
advanced students in schools and colleges. Both in Etymology 
and Syntax, the leading· principles of Greek Grammar are exhi­
bited in definitions and rules, as few and as brief as possible, in 
order to be eas ily committed to memory, and so comprehensive 
as to be of general and easy application . Thi3 work is now more 
extensively used than any other of the kind in the country. 

X. GREEK READER . 
This work, like the Latin Reader, is properly a sequel to the 

Greek Grammar, and an in troduction to the study of the Greek 
classic authors , and seeks tO accomplish its object in the same 
way as the Latin Reader. See above, No. Vl. 
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