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PREFACE.

PrsTarozzi was peculiarly solicitous that the idea of his
method of Education should not be confounded with the
form it might assume. He felt, and strongly felt, the
value, the power, and the truth of that idea; and highly
as he was disposed to appreciate the labours of his disci-
ples in the practical application of it to the work of edu-
cation, still he saw that they were at best imperfect, in-
complete embodyings of the grand and profound concep-
tions in which he might be said intellectually ‘‘to live
and move and have his being.”” The continual appeal
which he made from the imperfections of his practice, to
the beauty and truth of his principles, contributed per-
haps to attach to himself the character of a benevolent
visionary, and to his system the charge of impracticability.
Much had been written, much had been said, yet little
seemed Lo have been done: for even his own school, mis-
erably conducted in many respects, presented but a cloudy
and distorted exhibition of his views. Hence the man of
lofty mind and feeling heart quitted Yverdon with a sigh
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