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Azucena González Blanco is a postdoctoral researcher in Literary Theory and 
Comparative Literature at the University of Granada (Spain). She holds a MA and a 
PhD in Theory of Literature and Arts and Comparative Literature, and a BA in 
Hispanic Philology and Philosophy. Her research focuses on the relationship between 
literature and philosophy, the Epistemology of Rhetoric, Contemporary French 
Thought and Visual Poetry. She conducted research at the Humboldt University of 
Berlin and the University of Potsdam in Germany, at the University of Irvine in the 
U.S.A., and at the University Paris VII St. Dennis and at the Centre Michel Foucault in 
France. She has taught at the University of Potsdam and the University of Granada. She 
has published El logos doble. Una introducción al pensamiento estético-literario de Michel Foucault 
(UP Granada, 2006), a monography about tropological writing and its political 
implications in Foucault’s works; El instante, la contradicción (Diputación de Granada, 
2008), a study of the poetry of Rosaura Álvarez and Ángeles Mora. Her articles include 
“Thomas el Obscuro, o hacia una nueva experiencia de la lectura” in Sociocriticism, 
Montpellier, 2007; “Foucault y la teoría de la literatura,” in Boletín del Centro de Estudios de 
Teoría y Crítica Literaria 13-14 (2008); “Razón y Sinrazón en el ´Licenciado Vidriera´, ‘El 
casamiento engañoso’ y ‘El coloquio de los perros’” in Confluencia, Northern Colorado, 
2013; and “La filosofía y su doble” in La filosofía y su otro: para pensar el presente, ed. Óscar 
Barroso Fernández et al., Granada: Universidad de Granada, 2013, 215-34.  
 
Manuel Asensi Pérez is a Professor of Literary Theory and Comparative Literature at 
the University of Valencia, Spain. He holds a MA and a PhD in Philosophy and in 
Philology. His research interests focus on the history of literary theory, literary and film 
analysis, the relationship between literature and philosophy, as well as on cultural 
criticism. From 1992 to 1996, he was Visiting Professor at the University of California, 
Irvine where he taught literary theory and Spanish literature. He has been a visiting 
professor at different American and European universities. He is the coordinator of 
PEI (Program of Independent Studies) at the Museum of Contemporary Art (MACBA) 
in Barcelona, where he teaches art criticism, and is the editor of the journal Prosopopeya. 
Revista de crítica contemporánea. His main publications include: Theoría de la lectura (para una 
crítica paradójica), Madrid: Hiperión, 1986; La teoría fragmentaria del círculo de Iena: Friedrich 
Schlegel, Valencia: Amós Belinchón, 1991; Vértigo o Bustrófedon (una lectura de Hitchcock), 
Valencia: Ediciones Episteme, colección eutopías, 1993; Espectropoética: Derrida lector de 
Marx, Valencia: Ediciones Episteme, colección eutopías, 1994; Literatura y filosofía, 
Madrid: Síntesis, 1995; Historia de la teoría de la literatura (desde los inicios hasta el siglo XIX), 
vol. I, Valencia: Editorial Tirant lo Blanch, 1998; J. Hillis Miller or Boustrophedonic 
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Reading/Others (en colaboración con J. Hillis Miller), Stanford: Stanford University Press, 
1999; “Vampiros y literatura: la teoría en la literatura de Maurice Blanchot”, Anthropos. 
Huellas el conocimiento, nº 192-193, 2001, pp. 67-77; Historia de la teoría de la literatura (el siglo 
XX hasta los años setenta), vol. II, Valencia: Editorial Tirant lo Blanch, 2003; Los años 
salvajes de la teoría. Philippe Sollers, Tel Quel y la génesis del pensamiento post-estructural francés, 
Valencia: Tirant lo Blanch, 2007; Crítica y sabotaje, Barcelona, Anthropos Press, 2011. 
 
Sigrid Hackenberg y Almansa is an interdisciplinary artist and philosopher based in 
New York. Her new media works have been exhibited nationally and internationally, 
and her writing – influenced by both Continental philosophy and feminism – addresses 
questions of language and the feminine, the act of reading and writing, and “ethics as 
first philosophy.” She is an Assistant Professor of Art and Philosophy at the European 
Graduate School (EGS), Saas-Fee, Valais, Switzerland, and Director of Dissertation 
Committees and Chair of Independent Studies at the Institute for Doctoral Studies in 
the Visual Arts (IDSVA), Portland, Maine. She is the author of a forthcoming study on 
the writings of G.F.W. Hegel and Emmanuel Levinas (Atropos Press, New York / 
Dresden).  
 
Stefan Hollstein read English Language and Literature at Magdalen College, University 
of Oxford, before going on to study French, English and German at Berlin’s Hum-
boldt-Universität and Freie Universität, Germany, where he also held a position as 
student research assistant in the linguistics department. His interests lie primarily in the 
areas of critical theory, French thought, and psychoanalysis, which led him to investigate 
the development of the concept of ambiguity in Western thought. On a more practical 
note, he trained as a language teacher and worked as a translator and court interpreter 
alongside his academic commitments. More recently, he decided to turn his passion for 
foreign languages and linguistics into a career and to pursue a degree in Conference 
Interpreting at the University of Geneva. In 2009, he organized the International 
Colloquium on Julia Kristeva together with Azucena G. Blanco. 
 
Irene Ivantcheva-Merjanska is an Adjunct Assistant Professor in French at the 
University of Cincinnati, U.S.A. She holds a PhD in French and Francophone Literature 
from the University of Cincinnati. A Bulgarian-born American citizen, she also holds a 
PhD in Slavic Literature from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences as well as a Graduate 
Certificate in Women’s Studies. In Bulgaria she is a well-known literary critique and 
researcher. Her publications include numerous essays in Bulgarian prestigious literary 
press and magazines and her pioneer book on the history of the Bulgarian women 
poetry, Bregove na chuvstvoto. Glasove na jeni v balgarskata poesia [Shores of Emotion. Women’s 
voices in Bulgarian Poetry], Sofia: Sofia University Publishing House, 1995. She is the 
author of a forthcoming book on Assia Djebar (1936-) and Julia Kristeva (1941-), Assia 
Djebar et Julia Kristeva: choisir le français comme langue d’écriture. Her main research interests 
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are in the domains of French Language, Literature and Cinema, Francophone 
Literatures, Postcolonial Studies, Cultural Studies, and Women’s Studies. 
 
Todd Kesselman is a doctoral student and teaching fellow in philosophy at the New 
School for Social Research, New York City, U.S.A.  He earned a BA in philosophy from 
Trinity College (Hartford, CT) and an MA in philosophy from the New School for 
Social Research. His dissertation research focuses on the convergence of aesthetics and 
psychoanalysis, more specifically, the concepts of pleasure and pain in their Kantian and 
Freudian formulations. He lives in Washington Heights, New York City. 
 
Heike Klippel is a Professor of Film Studies at Hochschule fuer Bildende Kuenste 
Braunschweig, Germany. Her books include “The Art of Programming” – Film, Programm 
und Kontext  (ed.), Münster: Lit 2008, Zeit ohne Ende (Essays on time, women, and 
cinema), Frankfurt a.M.: Stroemfeld 2009, and she is the co-editor of the feminist film 
journal Frauen und Film.  
 
Christian Kupke is a philosopher and lecturer based in Berlin, Germany. His main 
research interests comprise philosophy and psychoanalysis, philosophy and psychiatry, 
and time-related psychopathology in schizophrenia and melancholia. He is a founding 
member and president of the Berlin Society for Philosophy and Mental Sciences 
(http://www.gpwp.de). His recent publications include: The concept of time in 
psychopathology (Berlin: Parodos 2009); articles in edited volumes and journals. 
 
Inmaculada López Silva has a PhD in Theory of Literature and Comparative 
Literature, University of Santiago de Compostela, and Master of Arts, University Paris 
III – Sorbonne Nouvelle. In 2005, she joined the Escola Superior de Arte Dramática de 
Galicia, Spain, where she is a Professor in Theatre Theory. She is also associate editor of 
the journals Anuario Galego de Estudos Teatrais and Revista Galega de Teatro, and theatre 
critic for other specialized journals as Primer Acto, Grial and Tempos Novos. Very inter-
ested in the analysis of theatre politics, she has focused her research on the 
configuration of emerging theatre systems. She has authored two books: Un Abrente 
teatral (2002) about the recuperation of Galician Theatre after Franco, and Teatro e 
canonización (2004), a theoretical approach to the construction of the theatrical canon 
taking as an example the contemporary Galician theatre. 
 
Maria Margaroni is an Associate Professor in Literary and Cultural Theory at the 
University of Cyprus, Cyprus. She has held visiting Fellowships at the Institute for 
Advanced Studies in the Humanities (University of Edinburgh) and the Centre for 
Cultural Analysis, Theory and History (University of Leeds). Her publications include: 
Julia Kristeva: Live Theory (with John Lechte; Continuum, 2004), Metaphoricity and the Politics 
of Mobility (with Effie Yiannopoulou; Rodopi, 2006) and Intimate Transfers (with Effie 
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Yiannopoulou, a special issue of the European Journal of English Studies, 2005). She is 
currently working on a monograph entitled “Julia Kristeva: The Pathos and Ethos of 
Thought.” 
 
Martina Mittag teaches English and American literature and culture. She is the author 
of Nationale Identitätsbestrebungen im englischen Pamphlet, 1558-1630 (1993) and Gendered 
Spaces: Transformations of the Feminine in Early Modern Discourse (2001) and numerous 
articles on gender, body and identity in relation to scientific discourse, utopia, and 
virtual reality. As a visiting scholar/professor she worked at UC Irvine, CA, Brandeis 
University, and the University of Milwaukee. In Germany she has taught at the 
universities of Giessen, Paderborn, and Saarbruecken. 
 
Francey Russell is a PhD student in the Philosophy Department at the University of 
Chicago, U.S.A. She received her MA from the New School for Social Research in 
Philosophy with a concentration in Psychoanalysis, and her BA from the University of 
Toronto, in Philosophy and Cinema Studies. She is currently working primarily on 
Kant, Freud, and Wittgenstein. Her essay on Kant and Freud entitled “Unity and 
Synthesis in the Ego Ideal: Reading Freud’s Concept Through Kant’s Philosophy,” has 
appeared in American Imago 69.3 (2012): 353-83. 
 
Michèle E. Vialet is a Professor of French and Women’s, Gender and Sexuality 
Studies at the University of Cincinnati, U.S.A. Her publications include: Triomphe de 
l’iconoclaste: “Le roman bourgeois” de Furetière (1989); À vous d’écrire: atelier de français (1996) 
and Bravo! Communication et Grammaire [1989], 8th rev. ed. forthcoming; Assia Djebar: 
écrivaine entre deux rives (with Carla Calargé, a special issue of the Cincinnati Romance Review, 
2011); articles in edited volumes and journals. She is the French and Italian editor of the 
electronic peer-reviewed journal Cincinnati Romance Review. Her current research focuses 
on conflicts of loyalty in works by Algerian women writers. 
 
Bettina Wahrig is a Professor of History of Science and Pharmacy at the Technische 
Universität Braunschweig, Germany. She has recently published on the history of 
women's medicine and obstetrics, and on the history of poisoning. Edited volumes are 
Arzneien für das 'schöne Geschlecht'.- Geschlechterverhältnisse in Phytotherapie und Pharmazie vom 
Mittelalter bis zum 19. Jahrhundert (2004); and Precarious Matters / Prekäre Stoffe. The History 
of Dangerous and Endangered Substances in the 19th and 20th Centuries (with V. Balz, A. v. 
Schwerin and H. Stoff, 2008). Her articles include: “Fabelhafte Dinge“: 
Arzneimittelnarrative zu Coca und Cocain im 19. Jahrhundert” (2009), and “Eine Frage 
der Politik: Wissenschaft und Ideologie im 21. Jahrhundert” (2010). 
 


