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CHAPTER I
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

introducte#y Statement.~ In the first chapter

of this investigation, the general purpose of the
~‘$tudy is described and five specific problems inherent in

it are formulated, Successlvely, then, are dlscussed

the type of research involved, the value of the s tudy

to the teacher of English, to.tha‘teachér of the soclal

studies, or to the teacher in a reorganized secondary

school, and the two significant studies which, to some

extent, paréllel‘the present one,

General Purposé.- The purpose of this investi-

gatlion is to make easily aVailaEle to teachers and
curriculum committees in English, in the soclal studies,
or in an Integrated English-soclal studies course the
possibilities for including in senior high school and
early liberal arts work moderm novels published from
1928 to 1937.

Specific Problems.~ Adequately to accomplish

the above general purpose, thils investigation will
attempt solutions of the following five specific

1.
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problems which it faces:

l. To construct a list of the present=-day
problems of the social studles with which these
novels should deal.

2. To select from the modern novels published
from 1928 to 1937 inclusive all those of some importance
which deal with these contemporary problems of the
social studies and so are possibly sulteble for high
school or early liberal arts worke.

3« To select fifty novels which comprise the
most 1mportant ones dealing with each of the con-
ﬁemporary problems.

4, To present a treatment of each of the fifty
chosen novels on the basis of which fhe teacher can
Judge whether the novel is sultable to hils particular
needs and the individual needs of the members of his
classe Such a treatment, to be an adequate basis for
the teacher's selection, must include the following:

(a) "the bibliographic material necessary to
the acquisition of the novel;
| (b) a gulde to its importance as indicated by
the 1lists of noteworthy novels on which it is found;

(¢) a synthesized statement of its plot;

(d) the general reaction of this investigator
towards the book, supplemented by that of other

‘reviewers:
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(e) a listing of social phenomena which might
lead to discussion of phases of the chief contemporary
problem treated, with page references to specific
passages; ‘

(f) a 1ist1ng of other contemporary problems
treated; with page references to specific passages;

(g) any cautions as to the teachability of the
novel.

5. To present a problem index and an author-title
index of all the novels treating phases of contemporary
soclal problems. | »

Type of Research Involved.- The research method
fundemental to this investigation ia the survey, in this

case the survey of related literature to establish the
need for the work, the survéy of the literature on the -
social studles to arrive at a list of contemporary
problems;‘and the survey of ten years of modern novels

to discover those possibly sultable to the purpose of

the study. The results of the survey of the ten years

of modern novels are eritically analyzed, while each of
the fifty novels selected is given a detalled analysis.

Need for This Investigation.- If an investigation

into the field of the modern novel reveals that there are
modern novels sultable for inclusion in senior high
school and early liberal arts curricula, there are at

least three types of teachers“whovwould consider it of
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4.

definite value: the teacher of English who finds 1t
increasingly difficult to justify stressing a llterature
which 1s compleﬁaly divorced from the experiencea'of A
his students and is of relatively doubtful social value;
the teacher of the soclal studies who, at times, finds
his theory too thin, too uninteresting,'or too far
removed from actual living to be most effective; and
the teacher who 1s teaching in the newer school where
the traditional subject-matter fields do not exist as
such, but where he is faced with the problem of
éelecting literary productions which serve to arouse
discussion and focus attention on the "cores" of

present-day living.

-

1. Value for the Teacher of English.- In the

more traditionally organized school the teacher of
English who i1s abreast of the trends in his subject-
matter field should find material treating'contemporaryv
problems of 1iving of great valus. English, like all
the traditional fields, must f£it into the broader
philosophic patterns calling for the socialization of
modern education; theorists in English me thodology

are showing the way, and the workers are changing thelr

practices to conform,

There can be no doubt that educational leaders
generally favor the socilalization of tha.antire
curriculum. Kilpatrick, Bode,-ahilds, Hullfish, Dewey,
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Reup, and Thayer in The Educational Frontier take this
stend: "We are proposing that those materisls and

activities which enter into a philosophy of education
and which find thelr place in the schools shall
represent the realities of present, not of past, social
1ife" (19:71). These same leaders in another place say,
"The soclal-economic situation now makes the outstanding
demand on education" (19:v). In this regard, Scates
writes, "Statements evidencing recognition of con-
temperar§ problems &are repldly becoming abundant in the
literature on «+. curriculum meking .... Any education
which proposes to prepare citizens for constructive
vpartieipation in the affairs of 1ife mast find its
orientation in the probléms of 1life" (27:71). These
men are outlining general trends 1n"educat16n; the
English teacher should find this investigation of
assistance in conforming to them.

That the experts in English methodology are
attempting to bring that subject into conformity with
the gensral movement to sociallze education can be
seen by the inclusion of "Exploring the Socisgl Wbrld"
as one of tha six objectives of literature experiences
in the publication of the National Council of English

- Teachers, §§L§§Porien¢e'chrriculun 1n:E§5;ish (17:34).
Farthermore, in bé%eie@ént _of a Modern Prgg_rm in
English, Yearbook of the Department of Supervisors
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and Directors of Instruction, Ne E. A., 1936, it 1is
maintained that to decide which experiences are common,
desirable, and essentlal, a realistic examination of
the American sociological scene 1s a prerequisite
(28:29).

A ‘The need for material on contemporary problems
in English classes 1s not merely a theoretlical one;
English teachers are actually soclializing theilr in-
struction. The National Survey of Secondary Education
found that in the teaching of literature "informative
selections on problems of current interest, stand side
by silde in many courses with the novel, the poetry, and
the drama of more traditional vogue" (29:87)., ILymen in
his study The Enrichment of the English Curriculum,

published in 1932, found even then that "English, while
stlll English, was tending to become assoclated with
civics and other soclal studies in several ways among
which was that reading matter of'seciai sclence lmport
was being used in literature classes" (23:150)., Harap,
in 1935, disclosed that an analysis of courses or'study
published in 1932-34 revealed English instruction
tending to be more concerned than formerly with soclally
useful and functional materials (15).

While it 1s true that many of our more fundamental
problems of life are treated in the older masters who
could thus be tled up with 1life today, there is a stress
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now on newer phases of these problems and, in some
cases; on completely new problems. The teacher
attempting to use the older literature in a vital way
is faced with a two-fold task: so orientating the
pupil in unfamiliar times, expressions, social
conditions, and customs that he can recognize the
fundamental similarity of certain problems; and then
treating the problems themselves. Any sultable con=
temporary literature discovered by thils investigation
eliminates most of the orientation difficulties --
becoming more aggravated as the school population be-
comes less selective -~ and leaves the really
significant part, undisguised soclologlcal material.
English teachers should be interested in the present
study. , , SR

2, Value to the Teacher of the Soclal Studles.-

In providing information on modern novels dealing with
current problems, this investigation should fill a need
of progressive social studies teachers who find such
material definitely helpful when it comes to motivating
their subject-matter or making it concrete and
interesting to the pupll.

As early as 1932 Lyman wrote of the effect on
pupils of using literature in the social studies:

"Literature will seem to them real end vital; social

and historical developments will seem dramatic and
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interesting" (23:211-2). He found by investigation

that social studies classes were enriching their work
by employing literature, often belles-~lettres, as
supplementary reading (23:159). Especially was fiction
being used in the University High School, University of
Chicago, where Logasa had pubiishsd her work, Hlstorlcal

Fiction Suiteble for Junior and Senifor High School (21).
Lymen further reported that while literature was being
used to enrich history, little was being done to link

literature with the teaching of polltical sclence,
soclology, or economics. The beginnings were thers,
however, for Lyman found an English instructor in the
Morgan Park m1litary Academy, Chicago, Illinols, teaching
a course on prominent American charactaristics, some of
them present day, through American literature., He was

recormending for some students Rolvaag'!s Peder Victorians,

one of the novels within the scope of this study (23:199).
This same introduction of literature into the social
studies problems was found in a course offered by the
Unlversity of Chicago called "American Ideas in
Literature." Selections which set forth American ideas
on Liberty, Democracy, Patriotism, War, Religlon, Big
Business, Pioneering, and Home Iife were required
reading (23:201). " | '

Concerning the effect of using literature to
enrich social studles work, Anderson and Hill in 1936
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wrote, "Many teachers of soclal studies have dlscovered
that théy can use literature to great advantage in
their courses® ( 1:181). These authors then discuss
some of the earlier work on the use of literature for
social studies purposes. Among these were Ethel

Grace Birdno's supplementing of civies with literature
(3), a wnit on good sportsmanship through bilography
and fiction (25), the North Central Association's

work on attaining the vocational objectives of education
through literature (24), Ruth Bynum's use of poems to
discuss war (16), and Mary Elinore Smith's use of
poetry related to phases of city life (30).

The movement to enrich the social studies with
literature will undoubtedly continue to grow. The
teachers of the social studles are recognizing the
value of lliterary materials in thelr regular courses
for providing flesh and blood to the skeleton of
their theory. The progressive soclal studies teacher
1s interested in all the types of literature dealing
with his subject matter. He is, however, unable to
acquaint himself with all their possibllities. He
should find essistence in the present study.

3. Value to the Teacher in a Reorganized

Secondary School. - In addition to the teacher of

English and the teacher of soclal studles, another
‘type of teacher, rapldly increasing in number, has a
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10.

need for knowledge of the posslbilities of modern novels
for inclusion in the school curriculum. This 1s the
teacher in those schools which have been reorganized
without regard for the maintenance of the lines of
'distinctioﬁ between the various subjJect-matter flelds.
The curriculum in these schools is set up around the
actual problems of living, it is organized around cores
or areas of study, end 1t is continually concerned with
the contemporary problems covered in this lnvestigation.

Typlcal of work in these situations is that of
the University High School, Unlversity of Chlcago, and
that of the Iincoln School, Columbla University.
Anderson and H111l (1:184) report on the history and
nature of the integrated Commnity-Life English course
in operation at the Universlity High School since 1917,
as well as on the correlation of all the social studies
and English at that Institution today. Iiterature for
each year's work 1s concentrated upon some one branch
or division of the social studies. At the Iincoln
School, Sweeney, Barry, and Shoelkopf report_ on a
three year experiment by teachers of soclal studies,
Engllish, and art which so closely integrated the work
that time schedules and subject boundaries eventually
were practically abandoned (32).

Another type of reorganization of the secondary
school program is that in effect throughout the state
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of Virginia and described by Hall and Alexander (9:13)
as the Core-Curriculum Plan. Iife is examined; major
sociél functions are discovered; centers of interest
are built around them; four core flelds, among which
is soclal studles, are selected; and the core flelds

are then taught in so far as they contribute to the

ends 1n view, soclal functlions eand centers of lnterest.
Whether the reorganized school adopts such
Integrated English-soclal studiles courses as those at
the University High School and the Lincoln School or
the core curriculum plan as operated in the schools
of Virginla, the fundamental concept underlying reform
- programs in secondary education as they are described
in Everett's A Challenge to Secondary Education (9) is
the closer linking of education to the problems of

life -« the soclalization of education.

The teacher in the reorganized school can not

be expeéted to be familiar with all the materials,
including all the types of literary publications, which
would assist In his work. Information as to the
avallabillity of modern novels dealing with contemporary
problems seems of prime lmport to those working with
reorganized curricula. Those teaching in such situations
should find valuable help 1n the present study.

Parallel Studies.- Lingenfelter's work, Vo~

cations in Fiction, is an annotated bibliography of
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fiction classifled according to occupations to which
novels are pertinent. The revised and enlarged edition
contalns 463 novels representing 102 occupations.
Statements in the author's "Preface" indicate that the
study attempts, for novels éealing with occupations,
somewhat the same thing as this present investigation
does for novels relevant to contemporary social
problems (20:6). "The chief aim has been to bring to
" 1ight novels of occupational significance" (20:6).
Parallel not only in purpose, but élso in manner
of presentation, 1s Starbuck's survey of chlldren's
novels to discover those useful in character training
and his analyses of them in terms of situations and
attitudes which might have moral value for young
readers (31). Hls results are presented in a book list
(comparable~to,‘though less detailed, than the reports
of the fifty selected novels included in the present
study) and lists of novels classifled according to
situations, attlitudes, authors, and titles (comparable
to the indexes comprising Chapter XII of this investi-
gation). In general Starbuck's work is broader in scope,
more subjective in its ratings, and less detalled in
its treatments than the present study. Hls work 1is,

moreover, concerned with less mature 1literature.
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Sumary.- Thls investligation reports the
results of a survey of ten years of modern novels
with a view to arriving at curriculum materials
veluable to English teachers, soclal studies teachers,
or teachers of the newer, reorganized and integrated
courses. It will present a critical analysis of each
of fifty of the most important novels of the peried,
selected according to range of problems covered and
relative merit as indicated by a welghted rating.
Furthermore, it will present a problem index and an
author-title index of these novels. This study is
the logical complement of previous werk and presents
trends in educational theory and practice. Reports
are Included on two studles somewhat parallel to the

present one in purpose.
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CHAPTER II
DEVELOPMENT OF LIST OF PROBLEMS

Introductory Statement.~ When an analysis of

the broad purpose of this investigation disclosed five
%f specific problems to be solved the first one was to
. construct a list of the present day problems of the
social studies with which the novels selected should
deal. The problems 1ncluded in the 1list, to be valuable
in teaching, would have to comprise those included in
the divisions of the soclal studles dealing with the
contemporary scene as outlined by educational philoso-
phers and those actually being taught as disclosed by
surveys or textbook contents. The list has to be
comprehensive, and in order that it be not so bulky as
to be unwieldy, the problems must be general in
character., Pundamental to selecting the problems,
though, must be an exact description of the limits of
the soclal studies so that the problems will be within
those limitse.
| Definition of the Social Studies.- To the

question of Just what is included in the social studies

1s devoted the whole of The Nature of the Soclal Sciences

14.
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15.

by Charles A. Beard (2). He describes a social science
as a body of knowledge and thought pertalning to human
affairs as distinguished from sticks, stones, stars,
and physical objects (2:2). Under this broad definition
he feels that soclal studies includes literature, for
"In the strict sense only formalistic and philological
literature may be placed entirely beyond the pale of
the social sclences" (2:10). But they are, he admits, for
convenience set over against the natural sclences,
literature, and those subjects involving certaln special
techniques; for we have come to think of the social
sciences as belng concerned with "those manifestations
of human nature and those activities occurring within
soclety which involve social consequences and relations"
(2:11).

When Beard conslders the soclal studies as

organized bodies of knowledge and ideas, he finds four
divisions=history, political sclence, economics, and
cultural soclology (2:49). Geography he conceives of
as belonging to each of these areés since to each it
often 1s related as cause 1s to effect, For the
purposes of determining contemporary problems dealt
with in the social studies, history is for the most
part, barren, Fruitful in this regard, however, are
political sciénce, sconomics, soclology, and geography,

as the latter influences the former three areas.
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Technique Used in Constructing Iist of Con-

temporary Problems.- The following steps in arriving

at a comprehbnsiveilist of contemporary problems of
the soclal studies were taken:

1. Examining the general outlines of the soclal
studies fleld touching contemporary life as these

outlines are included in the Report of the Commission
on the Social Studies of the American Histoklieal

Association—particularly in Beard's The Nature of the

Soclal Studies (2) and Tryon's The Social Sciences as
School Subjects (34). ’ A

2, Filling in specific subdivisions of the 1list
by including the problems found in texts. Slince a
thorough treatment of sociology, used in & broad sense,
includes the fundamental phases of government and
economlcs, suggestions from the following six soclology
texts encompassed the three areas: Glllette and
Relnhardt's Current Social Problems (11); Queen and
Mann's Soclal Pathology (26); Bossard's Problems of

Social Well Being (4) and Social Ghangé and Soclal
Problems (5); Gillin, Dittmer, and Colbert's Social
Problems (12); and Wood's Commmnlty Problems (35).

3. Insuring the comprehensiveness of the list
by checking the contents of the six soclology texts
listed above, the outlines of the courses as Beard
‘meintains they ought to be presented (2:195£f), and the
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items actually taught as Tryon found them (34).
Iist of Problems.- The procedure described

above resulted in grouping the many problems of the
soclal studies under sixteen major problems. Each of
these might almost have been termed an area, so
extensive are the smaller problems into which it could
be subdivided. Further subdivision, however, would be
impractical both from the standpoint of classifying
whole novels and from the standpoint of handling the
1ist without being lost in its bulk. The sixteen
problems, with an indication of some of the smaller
divisions -~ some of these themselves rather compre-
hensive ~~ follow:

1. Problem of Population -- including problems

connected with fegional descriptions of the nature

of the population, clty as opposed to rufal life,

class conscliousness, shifts of population, migratory
portions of the population, increases or decreases in
population, immigrents, and present-day Indian life.

2, Problem of Modern In@ustgz -~ including such phases

as lirregular work, employment of women, child labor,
fatigue, monotony of work, hours of labor and industrial
accldents, together with other problems of production,
distribution, and exchange.

3« Problem of Ecenemie Security ~- including problems
connected with poverty, distribution of wealth,
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‘unemployment, care of the aged, maintaining proper
standards of living, cost of living, end effects of
the business depression.

4, Problem of the Family and the Home -- including

such phases as marriage, marriage versus careers, broken
homes, widowhood, divorce, desertion and non-support,
children without parental care, neglected and abused
children, difficult children, and homeless men.

5. Problem of Race Relations -~ including relations

with the negro.

6. Problem of Education =-- covering such segments of

the broad field as 1ts financing, its nature, its scope,
1ts effect, and its value.

7. Problem of Physical and Mental Inefficiency --

including only the sociological aspects of hospitali-
zation and confinement in contradistinection to their

strictly physiologlical and psychopathic implications.

8. Problem of the Criminal end Delinquency -~ again
concerned with oﬁly socidlogieallaSPects.‘

9. Problem of Religion -~ here, also, taking into

account the general scéiological implications as opposed

to the theology of particular sects.

10. Problem of Government -=- including the various con-
temporary phases of politicel science.
' 11. Problem of Economic Reform Progrems -- dealing with

such reform movements as socialism, communism, fascism,
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and nazlism.

12, Problem of War -- blanketing ﬁnsh asnects as 1its

causes, effects, horrors, gnd tha nmnitions industries.

13. Problem of Gommnnication - 1nclud,ng problems of

freedom and regulation of such eontemporary means of
commmnlcation as the radio and the press.

14, Problem of Soclalized Professions -- particularly

socialized medicine and insurance for hospitalization.
15, Problem of Recreation -~ including provision for

the use of increasingly available leisure time,
16. Problem of Conservation -- referring particularly

to the conservation of natural resources.'
One comment 1s required in regard to the
inclusion for classroom discussion of such controversial

questions as the Problem of Economic Reform. The.

standards of what is or is not too controversial for
the public school classroom are constantly changinge.
In the Los Angeles, Californla, public schools, Harap
(15) finds controversial questions included in the
course of study. Furthermore, controversial material
can often be drawn upon by private educators.

Validity of the ILlst of Problems.- Since this

investigation 1s postulated upon & 1list of contemporary
problems as the surveyor finds them actually being
taught and as the philosopher in the field indicates
they ought to be taught, & check on this list in these
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two respects 1s offered. Table I shows each of the
problems checked for appearance in eight significant
outlines of soclal studies. Of these eight, five
indicate that thenproblems actually are taught and
three indicate that they fit in with modern concepts
of what should be taught. That a problem is being
taught is evidenced by appearance in Tryon's Table VI
(34:302), an analysis of nine textbooks in economics
based on data gathered by Thompson (33); Tryon's
outline of the Iowa course of study in sconomics for
1932 (34:312); Haeheln's analysls of thirteen textbooks
in sociology"(l4:6f.);" Grimes' analysis of elght texts
in sociology (13:101); and Floyd's analysis of four
textbooks in Problems of American Democracy (10:23).
That a problem should be included in modern soclsl
studles courses 1is indicated by inclusion in the list
of divisions of a course in high school soclology
proposed in Tryon's work (34:352); 1n Beard's outline
of courses in the soclal studies (2:195ff.); end in the
section headings of Beard's chapter "Socisl Trends" (2:122).
Summary.= The first specific ﬁroblem formuléféd |
for this Investigation 1s to arriﬁe at a 1ist of con-
temporary sociel studies problems. Sixteen significent
comprehensive problems embracing all those dealt with
in political scilence, economlcs, end sociology were

selected. Their valldity was checked by finding that
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TABLE I
CHECK ON VALIDITY OF
LIST OF PROBLEMS

Actually Taught . Ought to be
' Taught
| < o ] o=
HEH R R
: o mwwlt—imﬁ'mwngdﬁo GoBIRES
= 0« am;a%o% e Blon 3|®Q A E,Qal*
Problems culoo ,.ma.em;l-f'm-t,—'g-,— -0
S P15t ol o M B e
ol el M N R LT
BN ke =
ol €0 vwﬁO“ﬂHg‘Q R R
£| 58| g BaRERTE|% o8| 88
o ‘ M o . R4 g m
] &l‘ -ta 2} .@
 population | # % | % # * *
- Modern Industry * 3* % |3 K * * *
_ Economic Security * * | % * * %*
FPamlly & Home * f% | % %* #* *
 Race Relstions 4 |# | % %* 3
“Education * | # * #* #*
 Physlical, Mental Ineff'cy. # | #) ® 1 % %
\l & Delinquency. # 1% | = % 3 *
¥ ijon #* ~ 5% 3 %
3 N .&avemmant , #* * 3%* #® #*
- Economic Reform Programs a* 3* *
- War : . 3* *
. Communication * * %*
3  Socialized Professions o * o
Recreation * * *
, % o % _
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they actually are being taught and that experts in the

field advocate their inclusion in social studies courses.
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CHAPTER III
SELECTION OF NOVELS FOR TREATMENT

Introductory Statement.~ Of the five specifie

problems resulting from an analysis of the general
purpose of thils Investigation, two of these were con=-
cerned with the selection of novels for detalled
treatment., They were the selection from the modern
novels published from 1928 to 1937,'1nclusive, efall
those of some importance which deal with the con=~
temporary ﬁroblems of the soclal studles and so are
possibly sultable for high school or early liberal arts
work; and the selection of fifty novels which comprise
the most important ones dealing with each of the con-
temporary problems. This chapter, then, 1ls concerned
with (1) selecting from novels of some Importance,
those possibly suitable; (2) ché@ing fifty of these on
the basis of relative 1mportance, wlthout sacrificing
range of problems covered; and (3) presenting a raﬁked
1list of the posslibly suitable novels touching upon

~ each problem with a selection of the fifty chosen for

' detailed treatment.

-23-
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l. Possibly Sultable Novels

Definition of "Some Importance."- Since these

novels are selected as possibly suitable for inclusion
in English or social studies curricula, they must be of
some merit from a literary standpoint. While it 1ls true
that to be of assistance in work with contemporary
problems it is not necessary that the novels be of oute
standing permanent vélue, it 18 certainly desirable
that any novels included as even possibly suited should
have attained a certain minirum level of importance.
For the purposes of this lnvestigation this limit 1s
defined by mention as a noteworthy novel of the year in
one of the three year-books which annually select such

novels, The yearbooks used were The Americana Amnual (36)

which 1ists such novels each year under "Iiterature,"
New International Yearbook (45) which mentions them
under the same heading, and the American Yearbook (39)
in which the same thing 1s done under "Fiction," a
subdivision of "American ILiterature! *
Elimination of the Unsuitable.- Obviously not

every novel which 13 mentioned in‘bﬁe of these three
yearbooks 1s pertinent to work on the contemporary
soclal studies problems. Many are historical novels,
many are by English authors or set in foreign lands,
some are light reading without any serious implications,
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many are sheer fantasy, many are purely psychologlcal
novels often dealing with pathologlcal characters, and
some are so sordld and pornographlic as to be plainly
impossible and undesirable for secondary education.
Accordingly, with the asslstance of the critical
statements and classificatlons of the yearbooks mentioned,

the write~ups on the individual novels in the Book

Review Digest (41), the reviews themselves, ﬁgélg Who
in America (476), and Who's Who (47), many novels
attaining the minimum importance were eliminated from
consideratlon as possibly sultable for this report in
accordance with the following criteria for possible
sultability;

l. The novel must, for the most part, be set in the
United States and be of American authorship., This
criterion is imposed because the current soclal studies
problems of interest to this investigation are those

of life in the United States.

2, The novel must be set mainly after 1900. Since the
purpbse is to help with present-day problems and since
an important value of these novels lles in eliminating,
in at least some of the literature taught, the orien-
tation of puplls in times and customs for which they
have no background, this criterion is necessary.

3. The novel must deal seriously with at least one of

~ the céntemporary'soeial studles problems arrived at
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in Chapter II. This eliminates from consideration
such lighter fiction as mystery stories, detective
stories, and those novels which are mainly studies

in abnormal psychologye.

4, The novel must be sufficiently wholesome to permit
of classroom discussion. This criterion has been used
sparingly, for standards as to what 1s and what is not
sufficlently wholesome for class discussion change
greatly in short perlods of time. Censorship of what
1s f1t 1s no part of this investigation. Furthermore,
the detalled report of each of the fifty novels will
furnish teachers with information and page references
as to what might be unwholesome in some situations.
The teacher can then speedlly decide this question of
fitness for his particular position. When reviewers
generally term a work sordid, bawdy, sﬁper-realistie,
sadistlc, degenerate, or any other synonym of these,
the novel was eliminated from the possibly sultable on
this ground, for a detalled treatment of such a work
would be a sheer waste of time for ocurriculum purposes.
S¢ The novel must meet with some approvai by the
reviewers. Some, but relatively few, novels were
~eliminated on this basis when, despite their having

been mentloned as noteworthy by one of the yearbooks
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the reviewers quoted in the Book Review Digest (41)
unanimously condemned the work as poor in style and

workmanship.

Results of Survey. The results of this survey

of possibly suitable modern novels published from 1928
to 1937 inclusive, In terms of the names of novels
selected and their authors, together with thelr
classificatlion according to contemporary problems, are
found in tha third section of this chapter, "Suitable
Novels Classified and Ranked." These results are also
embodied in Index A, Chapter XII., Table II, however,
gives the distribution of the 2i6 possibly suitable
novels among the sixteen contemporary problems

; previously selected.

2. Selectlion of Fifty Novels For Detailed Report

General rrocadute.- The specific problem involved
in selecting fifty from the 216 novels judged possibly
suitable for detailed analysis with a view to their
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TABLE II
DISTRIBUTION OF 216 POSSIELY SUITABLE
NOVELS ACCORDING TO CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS

noe. péssihlj per cent of

Problems suitable the possibly
sultable

Populatiaﬁl” o
South, negro life 14 6
South, poor whites 16 7
- South, middle & upper strata 7 3
East, non-metropolitan 10 5
Midwest, West, nonsmetr0politan 28 13
Urban, lower stratum 7 3
Urban, middle & upper strata 11 5
Immigrants 10 5
Indians 2 1
Modern Industry 17 8
Economic Security 13 6
Famlly & Home 35 16
Race Relations 7 ]
Education 5 2
 Physical, Hental Inefficiency 2 1l
Criminal & Delinguency 4 2
Religion } 4 e
Government ‘ 8 4
Economic Reform Programs 10 5
War 6 3
Commmnication ' - -
Socialized Professions - -
Recreation - -
Conservation - —
216 100

1

Because of the tremendous scope of the population
‘problem and the large mumber of novels falling into
~this classification, it was necessary to break this
‘down into the divisions included here.
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teachabllity in connectlion with contemporary social
studles problems is that of including the most
important novels without sacrificing range of problems
covered by them. The range is secured by grouping

the novels according to the problems treated and
giving each group representation in the final fifty;
the imporitence, by ranking the novels under each
problem and choosing the top novels of each division.
It happens, in some cases, that several novels dealing
with a certain problem are not included in the fifty,
even though & less important novel 1s included because
it is the best of 1its classification.

Method of Renking Novels.~ An effort to arrive
at some fair, significant, and objective way of ranking

the possibly sultable novels according to merlt,
importance, or noteworthiness resulted in the adoption

of this procedure:

l. Appearance on one of nine lists of selections of
best novels was conslidered significant.

2, Since some lists were tremendously more selective
than others (as judged by the relative number out of

 the 216 posalbly sultable which appeared on them),
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‘mention on such lists was weighted much more heavily.

For example, whereas the American Year Book (39)
mentioned 168 of the 216 novels, only three were
included in‘the most selective list of all, A IList
of Books for Junior College Libraries (44) and only

four were winners of the Pulitzer Prize. Appearance

in the American Year Book, therefore, was felt to be

worth one point in the rating, while mention in the
Junior College List was 168/3 as important or worth
56 points; winners of the Pulitzer Prize were 168/4
as important and so worth 42 points.

Iists Used and Vaiues Assigned Them.~ The

following are the nine 1lists and the points assigned
for appearance on each, the weighting being heavier

sccording as the 1llst 1s more selectlve.

1. A Iist of Books for Junlor College Libraries (44)

This list was compiled by Foster E. Mohrhardt for the
Carnegie Corporation of New York Advisory Group on
Junior College Libraries. This 1list is the most highly
selective in terms of the number of the 21é possibly
suitable novels appearing on it. It bore the relation
to the least highly selective of being 168/3 more
selective or is valued at 56 polnts to the other's ome.
2, Winners of the Pulitzer Prize. Since four of fhe
216 were winners of the Pulitzer Prize, this selection
1s 168/4 more selective and is valued at 42 points.
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3. Good Reading (43). This list is prepared and

published by the Committee on College Reading for the
National Council of Teachers of English under the
Chairmanship of Atwood He Towmsend. It purports to be
a gulde" describing ebout a thousand books (in all
fields)“which are well worth knowing, enjoyéble to
read, and largely available in inexpensive editions."
The commlttee had college students in mind, it is true,
but the books were selected 5ecause of significance and
interest. Since 16 of the 216 are on thls list, 1t 1s
168/16 more selective and is worth 10.5 points.

4, Dickinson's Best Books of the Decade (7). Dlckinson,

on strictly objective grounds, using mach the same
method as 1s being used here, rates and gives a score
for each of 400 best books of the decade 1926-1935.

Hls decade includes all but two years of that surveyed
by this investigation; and for one of these, Dickinson's
"Best Books of 1937" (8) is an adequate replacement,
Dickinson's definition of best books is those "selected
by a consensus of expert opinion as most worth§ the
attention of intelligent American readers" (7:x1).

Since 26 of the'216 are found in thiS‘groﬁp;:DickinSOn's
listing 1s 168/26 more selective and is valued at 6.5
points, :

5. Gold Star List of American Fiotion 1823-1937 (42).

on the introductory page of this publication, the
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followlng explanation of its purpose is presented:

The Gold Star List does not pretend to be a
yardstick of American literature. It merely aims to
present and classify about 500 American storles sultable
for public library use. Stories which seem to have
value for this purpose are recommended for the Gold
Star List by readers on the staff of the Syracuse
Public ILibrary. They are recommended because of
Interesting local background, historlical setting,
extraordinary character portrayal, or a good share of
that magic stuff that caused the schoolboy to write
below the word finls, "This is a bully book."

About 45 are added each year.

' This means that about an equal mark mst be
subtracted since we prefer to keep within sight of
the 500 mark.

Because 38 of the 216 were included in this
group, a Gold Star listing is 168/38 more selective
and is valued at 4.4 points,

6. American ILibrary Assoclation Catalogs 1926~1936

(37 & 38), supplemented by Booklist Books for 1937 (40).
Books listed in the Catalogs are selected on the basis of
checkllsts submitted by experts giving their opinlonsa

as ﬁe which works are the most important. Because
the Catalog runs only through 195&; the Booklist
selections by the American Library Assoclation for
1937 are used as a supplement. These books were

chosen for quality, enjoyment, and usefulness to libraries
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by about fifty voters. Since 62 of the 216 appeared
on these publications, such appearance is 168/62 more
selective or is valued at 2,7 points.

7. The Americana Annual (36). Since 85 of the 216

noveis were mentioned by ThazAmericana Anmual, such
mention is 168/85 as selective and, therefore, is

valued at 1.9 points.

8. New Intermational Yearbook (45). S3ince 127 of
~the 216 were listed in the New Internationsl Yearbook, this
1listing is 168/127 more selective or 1s worth 1.3 points.

9. The American Year Book (39). This was the norm

since it was the least selective. Mention in 1t 1is

valued at one point.

Results of the Selection.~ The names of the
fifty novels, the names of their suthors, their
classiflcation, and thelr rating are included in the

third section of this chapter, "Sultable Novels Classified
and Ranked." Tabie ITI, though, gives the distribution

of the fifti novqlé'seleeted for treatment,an@mg the
contemporary problems previously selectedf
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TABLE IIT
DISTRIBUTION OF THE FIFTY SELECTED NOVELS
AMONG CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS '

No. Per cent
Problems Selected Selected
Population =
South, negro life 3 6
South, poor whites S 6
South, middle & upper strata 1l 2
East, non-metropollitan > 4
Midwest, West, non-metropolitan 4 8
Urban, lower stratum 1l 2
Urban, middle & upper strata 2 4
Immigrants - 2 4
Indians 1l 2
Modern Industry 5 10
Economic Security 5 10
Famlly & Home 5 10
Race Relations 1l 2
Education 1 2
Physical, Mental Inefficiency 2 4
Criminal & Delinquency 1 2
Religlion 2 4
Government 4 8
Economic Reform Programs 2 4
War 3 6
Communication - -
Socialized Professions - - -
Recreatlion - -
Conservation - -

g |
8
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3+ Sultable Novels Classified and Ranked

The following i1s a 1list of the entire 21;,
authors and novels judged possibly suitable for the
purpose of detalled report in this investigation.
Names of authors and novels preceded by an asterisk
compriss the fifty selected for detalled analysis
in subsequent chapters. The novels are classified
according to cantemporary‘problems to which they are
primarily pertinent. They are ranked in each division
according to ﬁhé system of rating adopted above.

POPULATTON
South, negro life -
#6844 Peterkin, Scarlet Sister
#17,8 Heyward, Mamba's Daughters
#17,8 Rylese, Doa% Dark River
£13.4 Pe tarkin, B ’
4,0 Burston, T Wwe

3.2 Alexander, Cand)
2.0 Willen, Swee ¥en
2,3 Kelley, Inchin! Along
103 Heyum,mrﬁ
150 Davis, putober Hrd

1.0 Henderson, EIII Mss
1.0 Kennedy, Red Bean Row

1.0 Moody, Death Is & IIEtle Khn
1 90 m\m, - i l

South, poor whites

#1648
# 6.9
%* 649
63 A PmAN '3;,AQ;A1
50 9 lengs » !

5.7 O'Domnell TW Teen
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South, poor whites (continued)
5,0 Chapman, Home Place-
. 4.,2 Anderson, Beyond Deslre
4.0 Green, Laughing Ploneers
2.3 Anderson, Kit Brandon
2e3 Stribling, Bright Metal

1.0 Hannum, Thursday April

1.0 Hhmill, Swa%p Shadow

1.0 Moorhouse, Raln on the Just

1,0 Skidmore, I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes
1.0 Wight, South

South, middle & upper strata

Cééf” 23.9 Glascow, They Stooped to Folly
vl%ﬂfg;gz #1344 Glasdow, Sheltered ILife *°
= 243 Glenn, Southern Charm

2.3 Young, The Torches Fiare
1.9 Glenn, A Short . History;of Julia

l.3 Fleming, Siesta
1.0 Bethea, Cotton

East, non-metropolltan
%28.5 Carroll, As the Earth Turns®

28.3 Chase, Ma Peters
10«3 Lincoln, §35rua 7 H1ll
8.8 Carroll, A Few Foolish Ones
# 8,1 Cozzens, lLast Adam ©
6.9 Fisher, Bonfire

4,2 Carroll, Ye igﬁﬁor to the Sky
4,2 Tarkington, r eaven
1.3 Hall, They Seldom Speak

1,0 BlodgeTt, Homé Is a sallor

1

Sheltered Life was chosen instead of They Stooped
to Folly because It is more pertinent to Sou%ﬁern EIT Q.
s ranked by Dicklinson considerably higher than the
%atter.

As the Earth Tunns was chosen lnstead of NMe
because 1t 1s more contemporary and set entirely -

3

Cozzens' Last Adam was ehosen because ‘it 1s more
typical of rural New England than is February Hill which
is more representative of the pathology of N Engle
Few Foolish Ones was not selected because it would re-
duplicate the ¥aine setting of As the Earth Turns.

y Petars
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Midwest, West, non-metropolltan

#6440
*26 04
%14.6
#12.8
11l.3
7ed
69
5.9
57
5.6
5.0
4,0
3.2
2,9
2ed
2,3
1.9
1.9
1.9
1.3
13
1.3
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

Johnson, Now in November
Suckow, The lolks . '
Aldrich, A White Bird Flying
Stong, State Fair

BromfieId, The rarm

Stong, Career

Ferber, Come and Get It
Milburn, Catalogue

Pound, Once & erness
Thomas, Home Place

Austin, Starry Adventure
Cannon, Red Rust

Williamson, Wood Colt
Johnson, Spring Storm
Horgsn, Eﬁ%?%ﬁé‘?fe?t
Stong, VIIlage Tale

Brinig, Sun Sets on the West
G%ntwe1ég"rﬁﬁgﬁfﬁﬁaf113—ﬁ5ﬁﬁ
Stong, renger's xHeturn
Brinig,','TH%ggﬂin 18 My Brother
Cunnimghem, Green Corn Kebelllon
Henderson, This Juch 18 Mine
Brown, Flremakers

Grew, Migration
Joneg ’ ﬁe on Detour
Kelm, The Cherry Bud

Powell, Dance NIght
Stewart, Reluctant Soil

Urban, lower stratum

# 50

" 249
1.0
1.0
1.0

1.0
1.0

Halper, Union Square

Levin, 0Id Bunch

Dehlberg, From Fiushing to Calvary
Dos Passos, Porby~-second Parallel
Fisher, Walls of Jericho

Fuchs, Homage to Blenholt
Kandel, Z.%% for Conquest

Urban, middle & upper strata

#28 +6
5.0
4,2
37
2.3
2.3
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Barnes, Years of Grace
Marquand, Late George Aple
Bromfield, Twen our Hours
Horgen, Fault o
Hurst, FIve and Ten

Beer, The Road to Heaven
Weaver, Her Knlght Comes Riding

37



Urban, middle & upper strata (continued)

1.9
1.3
1.3
1,0

Irmigrants

#13,4
% 63
Se7
2.9
L¢3
2¢3
1.3
1.0
1.0
1.0

Indlans

#114,5
1.0

#17.4
#17 .4
#14,7
#13.7
667
4,2
37
32
2.9
2.3
243
263
1.9
1.0
1.0
1,0
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Smart, New %mm Hollday
Arlen, Men Disllike Women

De Voto, We Accept wilh Pleasure
Barretto,” 0ld Enchantment

Lewisohn, Island Within
Rolvaag, Peder Victorious
Adamic, Grandsons

Davis, ~I'1TOF— of a Door
Sykes, Second Hoe

Willianms, 8
Eastman, Sun on Their Shoulders
Brinig, ermarm

Cannon, Heirs
Matson, Day of Fortune

iy Y e
McClinshey, Joe Pe

2, MODERN INDUSTRY

Halper, The Foun%
Dos Passos, ) Mone
Cantwell, The Land of Plenty
McIntyre, Ferment

Benet, James ohore's Daughter
Halper, The Chute
HergesheIner, Foolsca% Rose
Conroy, The Dislinherite
Herbst, Whe Executioner Walts
Havinghu?rst, Piler Seventeen

Rollins, Shadow ore
Vorse, Strikel

Whitcomb, Talk United States
Duffus, Night between the Rlvers
Holden, Chance Has a Whip

e E't.z" o

Seaver, 1he

38.
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3¢ ECONOMIC SECURITY

#67.3 Nathan, One More SEriFgg
#18.9 ILawrence, ave iour Apples

j// #17.8 Glasgow, Veln of Trem

#10.,3 Lawrence, The sound of Running ‘Feet
# 9,0 Lawrence, Years Are oo
5.6 Brody, Nobody Starves
Se4 Corbett—%hmﬁ“ﬁi's. Miegs
4,2 Farrell, Judgment Day
4,2 Green, ’I'hia Bod. he th
23 Anderson, Hungry
243 Sinclair, M : 13
l.3 Smedly, Daughter o th

1.0 Brody »

4, FAHIDY AND THE HOME

70,0 Wolfe, Look Homeward, ZL:L
#2644 Fisher, The Deepenir Team
#17.8 Glaspell, 0SS 6 and Family

#11.5 Suckow, The Bonne Fami]_.z
# 846 Dell, The Golden glkae
6.9 Barnes, iina H1S
% 649 Hull, HeaT Llghtning
5.6 Lewls, Anne Vickers
540 Rogers, Dusk at the Grove
5.0 Wickenden, The Running ol the Deer
4,2 Delmar, Bad Girl
4,2 Gals, Pa La Fieur
4.2 }:ewisoﬁ SE hen Escobt
4,2 Wharton, The Sods Arrive
3.7 Suckow, The Kramer Giris
2,3 Hull, The Asking Price
2.3 Hull, Hardy Perennia
243 Norrils, Seed
243 Ostenso, The Waters under the Earth

2,3 Young, River House
1,9 Herbst, Nothing sacred

1
No detailed report is made on ank H@meward
beaause examination revealed ‘t:ha*

iga chosen over Ed.na H:ls Wife because
with Thelr rat ngs equal, diversilty of authorship was
the deciding factor, Two other novels of Barnes are in-
cluded in the fifty while this is the only example of
Hull's work treated in detail.
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FAMILY AND THE HOME (eontinued)

1.9
1.9
1.3
1.3
1.0
1.0
1.0
- 10
1.0
1,0 Parrott, The Tumult and the Shoutigg
1.0 Walker, Flreweed

1.0 White, Mrs, Gréen's Daughter-in-law

1.0 Wiley, @oen Street

5. RACE RELATIONS

5,0 Basso, Court House Squar 1
#5¢0 Stribling, Unfinls edral
3,2 Flannagan, Amber 3e } '

1.0 Chllders, Novel a ; & White Man and Black
1.0 Dubois, minaass T .
1.0 Saxon, ' ers

1.0 Shelby and Stoney, I 1C6kra

6. EDUCATION

#3,7 Aldrich, Miss Bishop

2.3 Crawford ,m'é'f'%aarni )
2.3 Fisher, Pass!ens S 1'n' the §1@{;
2.3 Weller, '
1.3 Iaing, maming

7. PHYSICAL, MENTAL INEFFICIENCY

#5.6 Maxwell, "Th Came Like Swallows
#4,2 Brand, The ﬁtws.r& "Room

1

Unfinished Cathedral was selected inatead of Court
House Square because it is more relevant to the problem
and 1s not replete with the vulgarisms of the latter.
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8., CRIMINAL AND DELINQUENCY
#4,2 Burnett, Llttle Caesar
1.3 Anderson,. eves Llke Us
1.0 Hess, TomoTrow's Vovage
1.0 Zugsmith, The Reckoning
9+ RELIGION
#1354 Wilder, Heaven's Destination
#1040 Dmlaa,'%?_a%fﬁg
4.2 Cozzens, Nen ethren
4,0 Nathan, The B 'S
10. GGVERWT
#17.8
% 0.4
# 5o7
¥* 5o
5.4
2,3
2e3
1.3
11, EGONOMIC REFORM PROGRAMS
#13.2 Sinelair, Boston 1
12,1 Dos Passos ﬁneteen-ﬁineteen
4.2 Dargan, A Stone Came HoIl
# 4,2 Steinbeck, In D :
4.2 Johnson, Jordanstown
249 TImmpkin, sign for Chs in
2.3 Boyd, In Tme of Peace
1.3 Armstrong, Parched Earth
1.0 Newhouse, This Is Your ba
1.0 Weatherwaxw—m%ehingl

T A

KhiT No detalled repert 13 made on Kinetean-mnateen
e beeauae, although the novel is as We.

class @ ore

- as anywhere, it is not nearly so relevant to the

- _problem of

economic reform as 1s In Dublous Battle.
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12. WAR

#178 Barnes, Within This Present

#11.3 lee, It's & Great War

# 5.0 Scanlon, God Have Mercy on Us
4,6 Binns, The Laurels Are Cut Down
1.0 North, Night Outlasts the Whipporwill
1.0 Schindel, Golden PIlgrimage

13, COMMUNICATION
14, SOCIALIZED PROFESSIONS
15, RECREATION

16, CONSERVATION

Summarye~ On the bases of importance and con-
formlty to certaln criteria, 216 novels were selected
as posslbly sultable for incluslon in modern English
or'social studles curricula. Fifty of these, selected
so as bto achieve maxlmum lmportance snd maximum range
in problems covered, were chosen for detalled report.
Results of the survey of the ten year period in terms
of distribution of the 216 among contemporary problems,
distribution of the fifty among these problems, snd the
names of authors and novels, together with rankings and
groupings according to problems, were presented in
this chapter,
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CHAPTER IV
PROBLEM OF POPULATION -~ SOUTH

Introductory Statement.~ This chapter and

those immédiately subsequent are concerned with the
Tourth of the five specific problems of this Investl-
gatlion -~ the presentation of a treatment of each of
the fifty chosen novels on the basls of which the
teacher can Judge whether the work 1s sultable to his
particular needs and the individual needs of the
members of his class. In order to make this treatment
an adequate basis for the Judgment of teachers on the
individual novels, in each report there follows, after
necessary blbliographlic material, the followlng six
5";sections:

A. Appearance on Lists.- Following this title are

noted those of the nine selective 1ists on which the
particular movel 1s mentioned. Following the semi-
colon in each case ls the novel's welghted rating as
developed in Chapter III.

Be Synthesls of Plot.-~ The purpose of this section
1s merely to impart a general idea of those things

with which the particular novel 1s concerned.

..43..
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Ce Critique of Novel.- In this section 1s presented

this inveétigator's critiecism of the novel. Thils 1s
supplemented by excerpts from reviewers for leading
periodicals.

Ds Maln Problem.~- Under this sub-~title are given

page references to material in the novel which should
serve as starting polnts for discussing phases of the
problem under which thils work is classified. Page
references are to the first page when material extendé
over more than one.l

E. Other Problems.- Following this are listed page

references to material relevant to other contemporary
social studies problems. Here again references are
to the flrst page when the mater1a1 extends over more
than one.

'F. Dangers in Teaching.- Noted in this divislon were

any sections which seemed to need special explanation
to prevent misconception by immature readers and any
‘material the controversial nature of which might make

the novel unéuitable for some situationse.

To facilitate the reader's swift orientation in
each report, standard introductory sentences to sections
D and E are used in each case. Any attempt at variety
in Introductory sentences for the fifty reports would
have been futile since at most these statements would
permlit of but relatively few variants -~ enough to
confuse but not enough to achieve freshness.
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Chapter VI, devoted to the South as a phase
of the problem of population, includes reports on
seven novels. Three of these are classified as novels
dealing primarily with negro life, three others with
the life of poor whites, and one with the 1life of
the more well-to-do whites in that section of the
United States.

l. Negro Life -=- Scarlet Sister Mary

Peterkin, Julia. Scarlet Sister Mary. Indianapolis:

The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1928. Pp. 345.
A. éppearanée on Lists.~ Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 153, New International Yearbook, American
Year Book, Gold Star IList, Good Reading, American |
Library Association Catalog, winner of Pulltzer Prize:
68.4.

Be Synthesls of Plot.~ Scarlet Sister Mary 1s

the story of a young negro girl whose life is spent

on an old cotton plaentation in a portion of the South
where the negro comes into almost no contact with the
whites. Mary was expelled from the church for dancing
on the night of her wedding, but it made little
difference since she would have beea'ﬁut out anyway
when her baby was born too Shortly aftervher ﬁarriage.
She was deserted by her husband, July, who had run off

with another women. On the advice of a conjurer she
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forgot about July and went on working, having
children, and rearing them well. After the death
of her first-born, Unex, Mary "experienced a deep
conviction of sin," repented, and was readmitted to
the church, ‘

Ce Critique of Novel.~ This novel is a

straightforward account of Mary's 1life and the 1life of
the Southern negro. The material 1s delicately
handleds The author is restrained throughout, and,

as does Hawthorne in The Scarlet lLetter, she contents

herself with statements of events and the facts of
Mary's sinfulness rather than entering into realistic
and unduly stimulating accounts of the sinninge. It
never becomes morbid. It seems a wholesome treatment
of a lesa cultivated stratum of soclety. An example
of Peterkin's grasp of the charming simplicity of the
negro 1s seen when July and Mary choose Unex, short
for Unexpected, as the name for their child. Their
tenderness is illustrated by Budda Ben's care of Mary.

Scarlet Sister Mary was unanimously endorsed by the

ten reviewers quoted in the Book Review Digest (41).

The reviewer for the Springfield Republican says of
the work that "it evidently Presents an authentic
plcture of Negro life, standards, morals, viewpoint,
and character close to the soil." In the Saturday
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Revliew of Iiterature Hershell says that this work

"firmly establishes its author as an interpreter of
;1381'0 charactereees 0"1

De Mein Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as it is concerned with negro life
in the South. Among the soclal phenomena suitable as
starting points for class discussion of phases of this
problem, together with page references to the materisl,
are: plantation 1ife of older days contraéted'with life
on the plantation today, 11; child labor, 14; primitive
attitude toward marriage, 22; wedding customs, 44; .
dancing, 313 work in the cotton fields, 59; unqvéntful-
ness of birth, 59; prominence of superstition, 114, 120;
the festivities of excursions to town,ylsé; the religious
meeting, 137; the food available,‘lség women smoking
plpes, 162; effect of the boll weevil on cotton, 188; |
11literacy, 196; and the pageantry of the Bury-leagers,236.
E. Other Problems.- Discussions of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on

the pages referred to: religion, 137, 160, 214, 333;

and the family and the home, 95, 97, 127, 128, 161.
F. Dangers in Teaching.- If the facts of human

birth can be accepted as sultable material for the

adolescent to read about, there is nothing objectionadle
~ 1in Scarlet Sister Mary. The language never becomes too
: 'gtrong for the ordinerily fastidious.

For these and other references see Book RsvieW‘DQgLA
(41), 1928. ‘ .
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2+ Negro Iife-- Mamba's Daughters

Heyward, Du Bose, Mamba's Daughters. New York:

Doubleday, Doran & Company, 1929. Pp.31l. |
| A, épﬁearance on Llstse~ Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 133, Americana Annual, New Intarnational
Yearbook, American Year Book, Gold Star List, American
Iibrary Association Catalog; 17.8. |

B. Synthesis of Plot.- In Mamba's Daughters

Heyward has written a’tangible story which, however,

is undoubtably meant to be representative of the i
struggle of the negro to take his place in the culfural
development of the Unlted States. Mambe was a

J
she determined that her grandaughter was to have the

‘,L/ Charleston, South Carolina, waterfront negress until

opportunities to become a member of the upper class
negroes rather than become like the child's gilant,
animal-like mother, Hagar. To be in a position further
to protect her daughters, Mamba raised herself one
soclal notch by attaching herself as servant to a

white family. Hagar, after being sentenced to leave
town as a result of a scrape, settled down to work in
the phosphate mines, Mamba was left to rear Iissa and,
with the financial help of Hagar, saw to it that Iissa's

volce was properly trained. Memba end Hagar saved
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Lissa from the advances of a philandering mulatto;
Hager strangled the men. To further Iissa's chances
for a career, Hagsar covered up all traces of Lissa's
commection with him by accepting full respongibility
and committing sulclde. Iissa's debut at the Metro-
politan justified the sacrifice., In her old age Mamba

%// could be placldly eontentequor her daughters no lenger
needed her care,

Ce Critique of Novel.- While this novel can be

~classified as a study of negro life in the South, it
is more than that; i1t is & rather complete picture of
the range of sociologicel problems in that section of
the country. Heyward understands the character of the
older families; the problems of the Nbrth;rn financiers,
the class differences among the negroes, and the
fundamental problems of the relationship between white
and negro. Furthermore, while all this material is in
the novel, it never obtrudes upon the interest of the
reader in the story. The novel never becomes didactic
or stllted because of its significance., 'The book was
generally pralsed by reviewers for "sustained effective-

ness and llterary excellence" (BeStén.Tranacript); for

1ts interesting negro characters (New Statesman); and
for the author's sketching of the background of the
story with sympathy and exactness (Times (T.ondon)

Literary Supplement). Some reviewérs, théﬁgh, felt
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that there were structural defects in the plot (Books)
and that Mamba's Daughters falled to reach the level
of Heyward's Pdrgy (Saturday Review of Literatnre)l.

De Main Problem.~- Mamba's Daughters is primarily

of social studies value as it is relevent to negro life
in the South. Among the soclal phenomena sultable as
starting points for class discussion of phases of this
problem, together with page references to the material,
are: class distinetions among negroes, 3,9,14,92,208;
negro slum life, 26; negro upper class life, 209; the
negro and justice 65; the negro as a worker: the
company store, €68, labor in the mines, 84; Ilmposed
upon by the company and officiasls, 89, preacher subsi-
dized by the company, 96; the negrofs lrresponsibllity,
76
the love feast, 100; the northern negro minister, 173;

the showy mulatto, 79; religlous meeting 99, 164;

“e

the negro's playfulness, 177; the dance to the negro,
235; the negro holiday, 242; the impressionistic negro
mind, 276; and the rarity of suicide among negroes,
282, 292,

Ee Other Problems-~ This novel is almost as

good a novel of upper class whites in the South and
of race relations as 1t is of negro life, Discussions
of the following other contemporary soclal pfoblems
might origlnate on the pages referred to: population,

S -

For these and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1929. ‘
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upper class whites, 4,31, 60, 115; education, 17;
race relations, 61, 71, 154, 159, 283; and war, 193.
F. Dangers in Teaching.- Mamba's Daughters,

from the point of view of the teacher of contemporary
social studles problems is the best of the novels on
negro life because of the thoroughness with which it
concerns ltself with the range of Southern 1life, the
poor whites in the South alone being exceptede It is
thoroughly wholesome for classroom discussion and is

not too profound for the adolescent,

3e Negro Llfe -« Deep Dark River

Rylee, Robert. Deep Dark River., ©New York: Farrar &
Rinehart, 1935. Pp. 308. ‘

A. Appearance on Lists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 108, Americana Annuai, New International

Yearboqk, Amerlcan Year Book, Gold Star Iist, American

ILibrary Assoclation Catalog; 17.8.
| B. Synthesis of Plot.- Deep Dark River is the

story of Mose Southwick who 1ived in the Delta country
of Loulsiana. Mose was a good farmer with a real love
for the land which he cultivated on a share-cropper
‘basis for old Lon Rutherford under thniimmadigte'super-
vision of Mr, Birney, an unscrupulous foreman whose
absolute control was but little interferred with by

Lon's two law=bresking sons. Mose also loved God, whose
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laws he strove to obey. Beatrice, a good-for-nothing
negress whom he took to live with him, violently
disturbed both hls relationship with his land and his
God. She was the ultimate cause of his murdering a
man and being sentenced to life imprisonment. As he
worked on the prison farm, however, Mose found peace
in growing his cotton. _
Cs Critique of Novel.- In Mose, Rylee depicts

& fine character-~ stolid in adversity, Joyous amidst
hard physical labor, and pathetic in hls desire to be

an ordained minister of God. The novel 1s more, however,
than just a picture of negro life: 1t attempts to shed
light on the life of the white bogses and to discover

the why's of the poor race relatlionships existing in

the South. Sixteen reviewers guoted in Book Revliew

Digest (41) generally favored the book; the only three
of these who found any fault with it did so on the
grounds that Rylee went & bit "soft" on the nobility
of Mose's characterization. T&picai of the laundatory
remarks was "His power to present incredible horror
without brutality on his part is unusual in modern
fietion" (Books)l.

De Main Problem.- This novel 1s primarily of
social studies value as it sheds light on negro life in
the South. Among the soclal phenomena sultable as

1

For this and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1935, ”
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starting points for class discussion of phases of
this problem, together with page references to the
material, are: the poverty of the negro, 7, 26; the
boss of the sharecropper, 46; living conditions, 56;
the life of sharecropper's wife, 69; physical labor,
71; traffiecin moonshine liquor, 81; the share-
cropper system, 88; the religious meeting, 16,99;
negro cemetery, 125; economic slavery of the negro
under the foremen, 127; the light colored negro, s
misfit, 132; attitude toward marriage, 143; race
prejudice, 231; and prevalence of superstition, 285.
E. Other Problems.- Discussions of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: the life of whites in the South,
50, 56, 112; religion, 169; race relationshi?s, 112,
137, 162, 179, 234; end crime and the criminal, 236,
295,

F. Dangers in Teaching.- The sexual wayward-

ness of Mose and Beatrice are stated but are not
pornographically portrayed; therefore, they will not
generally be found offensive. In several places Rylee
reproduces the "cussin" of some of the negro characters
in an ultra-realistic fashion. Some preparation by the
teacher might be necessary before younger adolescents
encounter the "God Dam's” and "bitch's" whieh crop up

in several plaées.
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4 Poor Whites -- The Happy Mountain

Chapman, Maristan. The Happy Mountain. New York:

The Viking Press, 1928, Pp. 313.
A. Appearance on Lists.~ Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 94, Americana Annual, New International
Ybarbook, Gold Star List, American Iibrary Association
Catalog; 16.8. |

Be Synthesis of Plote- The Happy Mountain

1s the story of the mountain folk of Glen Hazard,
particularly of the life of Waits (Wait-still-on-the-
Lord) Lowe, of his desire to leave the mountains and
see the lowlands, the city, and the ocean, of his
travels through the mountalns until he reached the city,
of his disappointment and return to Glen Hazard, of
hls struggle to return to the place in Dena Howard's
heart which had apparently been usurped by Burl Bracy,
of the fight between Walts and Burl eventuating in the
maddened Bracy's accidental death, and of Walt's
pledging to Dena.

Ce Cfitique of Novel.- The author of The Happy

Mountain presents a thorough and‘understandingbaccbunt
. of the 1ife of these mountaineers -- poor in material
“‘,riches, rich in the fullness of their simple iives,
their understanding of nature, and their natural, hardy
| religion. Perhaps the story 1s a bit sentimentalized
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as Cotter's Saturday Night of Burns might be called

sentimentél; but it rings true. The Celtic sﬁper-
stitions, the archalc English dialéct, the Biblical

111t of theilr idiems, and the home-made ballads are
there. Reviewers generally praised the novel although
most of them recognized that the work is in the romantic
tradition. In Bookman appeared," it has a quality of
clarity and restraint...."; but Slesinger in the New
York Evening Post warns that 1ts "prettiness may be

hailed as beauty, its slight significence accorded
profundity."” More justified, however, seems Brickellt's
estimate (North American), "Miss (sic]) Chapman knows

her mountain folk and loves them, and her novel is

sympathetlic and often charming.“l

De Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of‘sociél studles value as 1t is concerned wlth the

1ife of the poor white in the South. Among the socilal
phenomena sultable as starting points for class discussion
of phases of this problem, together with page references
to the material, are: the mountain town, 2; such
attitudes characteristic of the mountaineers’ that

towards outlanders, 15, trains, 215, and books, 110,

199, thelr hospitality, 56, 103, 105, their tacliturnity,
14, 31, 48, 71, 171,'andftheir fear of showing affection,
'254; the mountain eabin, 4; superstitions, 5, 12, 88,

-1

For these and other reviews see Book Revliew Digest
(41), 1928, .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



56

131, 132, 268; ballads, 8, 22, 24, 62, 102, 300;
story-telling at night, 119; religlous service, 17,
225; attitude to decayed white stock, 42, 80; soclal
gathering, 61; the Praaehef, 69; food, 75; and the
importance of the Post Office, 83.

E. Other Problems.~ Discussions of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate
on the pages referred to: religlon, 17, 37, 141, 220,
225, and famlly and the home, 38, 54, 103, 257.

P, Dangers in Teaching.~ The novel is in every way

perfectly wholesome and seems fit for teaching at all

levels of senlor high school or junior college work.

5 Poor Whites == {all Home the Heart

Dargan, Olive Tilford (Fielding Burk, pseud). (Call

Home the Heart. New York: Longmans, Green
and Co., 1932. Pp. 432, | |

A. Appearance on Lists.~ Americana Annual,

New International Yearbook, American Year Book, American
Library Association Catalog: 6.9.
B. Synthesis of Plot.- Call Home the Heart is

the story of Ishma Waycaster, hard working daughter of
& mountain family which was farming a run~down plece
of land, failing to malntain the establishment in
respectable condition, receiving an additional member

every year, and was sinking deeper into squalor. When
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Ish married Brit, they stopped, temporarily, the
downward trend, but after some years she awaskened to
the knowledge that they were becomlng no better than
the rest of the family. Giving up the fight,‘shs ran
off to a lowland mill town with the relatively prosperous
Rad, to whom she soon became so indebted that she could
not leave him as she felt she should. She encoursaged
Red's attentions’to another girl, and she saw to it
thgﬁ the two were married. Freed from Rad she worked
hard to better labor conditions in the mills until one
day she found herself on the train back to the hills.
Brit took her back to the now prospering and orderly
farm,

Ce Critigue of Novel.~ This novel is an

interestingAstor? which would gi#e rise to dlscussion
of a wide variety of phases of the problem of the poor
white in the South since 1t 1s concerned with both the
poor white on the farm and in the town. There 1s,
furthermore, ample material for discussing modern
industry and economic reform programs. There were
times, though, that the story became so involved with
soclology that it seemed to drag a blit. Reviewers
generally pralsed the novel. Dawson, writing in Books
says, "Most other pictures of Southern Mountain 1ife
dwindle into mere picturesqueness beside the obviocus

~ reallty -~ humorous and beautiful as well as grim =~
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of this one." In Christian Sclence Monitor it is

spoken of as "A novel that stands full sized and
mature among ﬁany well written but slighter books
about the mountain folk."! The chief unfavorable
impression left by the novel is that it could have

been compressed somewhat.

De HMain Problem.- Call Home the Heart is

primarily of social studies value as it 1s concerned
with the poor white in the South. Among the social
phenomena sultable as starting polnts for class dis-
cussion of phases of this problem, together wlith page
references to the material, are: children working
around home, 1, 13; struggle to maintaln even poor

' 1iving conditions, 2,10,86; large families, 6; fear
of having an insane child, 7; 1laziness, 13; dirt, 19;
love of ballads, 28, 30, 47, 48, 136, 175; informality
of court procedure, 30; lack of sympathy for children,
37; mnelghborliness, 63; religion, 65, 80, 367;
"churchin® a derelict member, 159; the problem of too
many children, 194; poverty in mill town, 201; female
labor, 201, 2713 origin of chlild labor in South, 203;
old age after years in mills, 206; servitude to

~ Installment buylng, 212, 225; lack of charity, 217;

| unions, 221, 277; sweat shop conditlions, 275; fear
of losing job, 310; strike, 310, 348; and lynching,

364, 379.
1

For these and other reviews see Book Review
~Digest (41), 1932,
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E. Other Problems.- Dlscussions of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
_the pages referred to: modern industry, 201, 203, 212,
221, 225, 271, 275, 277, 310, 348; ecenoniic security,
205; economic reform programs, 284, 287, 560, 364 ;
education 72, 405; physical inefficlency, 233, 259;
- soclalized professions, 233, 259; communiciation, 284;
race relations, 362, 375; and religion, 65, 80, 367.

F. Dangers in Teaching.- Teachers will find several

thingérﬁall Home the Heart which might cause it to be

~ considered, in some situations, undesirable material.

- On page 284, there is reproduced an imagined speeéh of
a communist agitator which willl need explanation by the
teacher to prevent misinterpretation by the immatura

~reader. The other doubtful section refers to the need

i for fewer children; Ish and Rad learn how not to have
them. There is no mention of the process involved, but
it certainly 1s not abstinence. Class discussion of
this section, or even the reading of it, might cause
a clash with some religious denominations., Yet there

- 1s no need for discussing the passage; and the words

~do not necessarily imply the use of contraceptives.
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6e Poor Whltes =~ Golden Agples

Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan. Golden Apples. New York:

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1935. Pp. 352.

A, éppaarance-en Listse~ Americana Annual,

New International Yearbook, American Year Book,
American Library Association Catalog; 6.9.
B. Synthesis of Plot.~ In Golden Apples,

Rawlings deals with the lives of two native Florida
Crackers living near Purley and an Englishman who had
been forced unjustly to leave his home. He took up
his residence on family land on which ILuke Brinley
and hls sister had squatted when poor crops had caused
thelr eviction. The struggle of the two for existence
after the death of their parents was resumed on this,
the most undesirable land of the territory. When
Mr. Tordell, utterly depressed, came to the hammock,
the three stayed. Iuke learned the orange business
in order to turn the hammock into a grovs, while Allie-
nursed Tordell to health., When Allie became obviously
pregnant, the "furriner" was horsewhipped by the
outraged citizénry. Alﬁhcugh it was no longer
necessary, Tordell married Allie. During the ensuing

' months Tordell became stronger and gradually took an

Interest in the country and people. After Allie and
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the baby both dled, Iuke marrled, and Tordell
appeared adjusted and probably about to marry the
strong and likable Camilla Van Dyne.

Co Critlque of Novel.- Golden Apples, while

an interesting novel set in a region with definite
soéiological significance, finds Rawlings dwelling
perhaps too long on sexual happenings and seeming to
be definitely interested in stimulating her readers
through intimaﬁely suggestlve descriptions which are
perhaps rcmanticélly over-gentimentalized. She is in
~qulte a different vein when she refers to the expected
offspring as the bastard or when she employs bitches
as her favorite figure of speech. Both of the moods
seem affected and forced. While generally favoring
Golden Apples, most writers found something to dis-

approve of in the novel. Most agree that it is a

good treatment of 1life in the poorer sections of

Florida., In completely condemning it, the reviewer

for Nation claimed it to be "given over to the staples

of pétty fiction -~ tempestuous passion, primitive

kindliness, et al. It 1s trite and quite harmless."!
D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of soclal studies value as 1t is concerned with poor

whites in the South. Among the social phenomena

1 . B
For this and other reviews see Book Review

~Digest (41), 1935.
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~sultable as starting points for class discussion of
phases of this problem, together with page references

to the material, are: funeral customs, 1l; poverty, 44;
means of exlstence, 58; neighborliness, 66; simplicity
of adults, 122, 132, 140, 159, 169, 170; interest in
nature and understanding of 1t, 130, 168; resentfulness
of relative affluence in another, 172; soclal gatherings
and recreation, 177; moral code, 18%; elemental sense
of Jjustlce and retribution, 190; ralsing oranges for
livelihood, 236, 303, 309; and casual attitude towards
marriage, 332.

E. QOther Problems.- Discussions of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: wupper class whites, South, 214,
226, 236, 346; family and the home, 332, 342; and
recreation, 177.

F. Dangers in Teaching.- There will be a

definite danger that young, susceptible adolescents
reading this novel will assimilate the sentimental and
unconventional & view of sexual relationships found in
this novel. The teacher will have to read and decide
whether in the following passages the author dwells
too long on too stlmulating details: her bathing of
‘him, 125; the embrace, 130; the fornication, 144;
 the memory of 1t 192; the attitude towards it, 208;
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and getting used "to the feel of her," 336. If

these passages secure the "nihil obstat" of the

teacher, the rest will be found useful as a
description of the 1ife of the poor white in the South.

7. Middle and Upper Strata-~ The Sheltered Iife

;  ~ 5?7/ : Glagpow, Ellen. The Sheltered Life. New York:
‘ Doubleday, Doran & Company, 1932. Pp. 395.
A, Appearance on Lists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 158, Americana Annuél, New International
Yearbook, American Year Book, Americen Iibrary Associe-
ation Catalog; 13.4. "

Be Synthesis of Plot.~ The Sheltered ILife is

the story of a group of decadent Southern ariétocracy
who are all relatives or close friends of an elderly
Confederate general, General Archbald. The older norms
of the group are the causes of their troﬁbles; the

- characters never take any action on their problems but
merely struggle to keep up appearances while their
sorrows ingrow. The sheltered type of 1life, the fallure
to face facts, leads eventually to tragedy in the form

of physical and mental breakdowns.

Co Critigue of Novel.- The story does glve a

picture of decaying aristocracy and evidences a keen

- perceptlion of the underlying faults of the older
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conventions. The continued acceptance as fact that

the male 1s not monogamous, and even that he cannot

, be, is perhaps unjustified, but this seems a relatively
5;5/; minor fault in a good novel, Glagcow, as usual, writes
in a good humored way of much psychologically significant

material. Nine revliewers quoted in Book Review Digest

have nothing but high praise for this novel; but Fadimen,
reviewing for New Republic condemns 1t for lack of

freshness and vitality. Van Doren, in Natlon, writes

of the author: "Whatever her place among them, Ellen
’C?;j Glasegow writes in the style of the best novelists."

Canby in Saturday Review of Literature classes her as

"one of the very few writers upon the old and the modern
South who understands tradition, who comprehends the
intricate values of the 1life of a 'gentleman! or a
tlady,! and yet never writes sentiment when satire is
called for."t

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as it 1s concerned with whites
of the middle and upper strata in the South. Among
the social phehomena sultable as starting points for
class discussion of phases of this prgblem, together

with page references to the_material; are: customs

A surrounding engagements, 1l4; importance of unblemished
reputations for women, 17; class pride, 26, 42, 102, 232;
1

- For these and other reviews see Bcak’Reviaw
Digest (41), 1932.
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talkativeness of the women, 25, 28; the old Confederate
officer, 23, 31; marriage for appearances, 32; po-
liteness, 563 threadbareness, 70; keeping upv
appearances, 85, 92, 207; soclal festivities, 96, 122;
overdeveloped modesty, 30, 206; attitude toward a
girlts living away from sheltering femily, 172;
sheltering from life, 224, 338; and conservatlsm and
‘ laissez~falre attitude towards soclal problems, 298,

e E. Other Problems.- Discussions of bhe—folivwing

other contemporary soclal problems might originate on

the pages referred to: race relations 51, 199; war,
163, 352, 372; and famlily and the home, 19l.
Fe Dangers in Teaching.- Some of the sections

devoted to reminiscing‘by old General Archbald will
cause the interest of adolescents to lag at times.
Teaohefs might read the account of the embrace on
D333 to declde whether it might be offensive or might
need special preparation or explanatipn, depending on

the pupils for whom it is intended.

Surmary.~ Of the novels dealing with negro
life in the South, Mamba's Daughters seems the best

from a soclological viawpoint; Scarlet Sister Mary,

the best from a literary one. The Happy Mountain

stands out both as literature and sbciology over the
other two concerned with the life of the poor whitese.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



66,

The changing South of the well=-to-do whites is

édequately presented in Ellen Glagﬁow'a The‘Sheltered
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CHAPTER V

PROBLEM OF POPULATION ~~ EAST, MIDWEST, WEST
. (NON-METROPOLITAN)

Introductory Statement.- In this chapter are

inecluded two novels dealing with the non-metro-

politen East, As The Earth Turns and The Last Adam.
No effort was made to.distinguish between rural life
in the Mldwest and West. Grouped under this compound
classification and treated in this chapter are four
novels: Now in November, The Folks, A White Bird

- Flylng and State Fair.

le East -~ As the Earth Turns

Carroll, Gladys Hasty. As The Earth Turns. New York:

The Macmillan Company, 1933, Pp. 339.
A, ”éppearance on Listse~ Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 110, Americana Annual, New International

Yearbook, American Year Book, Gold Star List, Good

Reading, American ILlbrary Assoclation Catalog; 28.3.
Bs Synthesis of Plot.~ As the Earth Turns 1s

a story of a year in the lives of the Shaw family,

67.
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inhabitants of rural Maine, Including the arrival of
their new neighbors, the Polish Janowskis; the
occasional returns of Raiph, the aviator, Iize, a
stenographer in the city, and Olly who is studylng
to be a lawyer; the departure of Lols May for business
school; the marriage of Ed to the'village school-
teacher; the death of Ralph in a plane crash; and the
partial reformation of the selfish and lazy son,
George. All the events in the story are dominated
by the personality of Jen, the daughter of Mark Shaw,.
She 1s always kindly, censiderate, understanding,
hard-working, and capable. For her, as for Mark,
living and farm life are syndnymous. She will marry
Stan Janowskl who also perceives the true values of
farming. |

Ce Oritique of Novel.~ Carroll's novel is a

thoroughly enjoyable plcture of the New England
Yankee type. The author shows complete understanding
of the characters of these Maine inhabitants.
Especlally does she seem psychologically accurate in
her picture of Jen. The novel 1a written with a
gravity of style which is perfectly sulted to thel
 stolidity of the rural New Englander. It is not

wlthout such flashes of humor as "a trim girl grown

hard-looking from four years of kéeping dlscipline
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in a city school." The novel has been criticised

by some reviewers for triteness (Commonweal),

lack of plot (Times (London] Ilterary Supplement);

and lack of excitement (New York Times). Far more

typical, however, is such praise as MacAfee's words

",/ in the Yale Review, "For a New Englander, As the Earth

Turns is very much like a letter from home"; or as

that in the Boston Transeript, "Mrs. Carroll has

caught the atmosphere Just ag,she has mirrored the

character of these people with humor and real under-

s tanding o 1

De. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily
of social studies value as it is concerned with rural
life in the East. Among the social phenomena sultable
as starting points for class discussion of phases of
this problem, together with page references to the
material, are: migratory famllles, 5; struggle to
finance education, 8; large families, 12, 15; isolation .
during winter, 22, 31; race prejudices, 15, 23, 65,
253; rural educatlon, 26, 155; Iimportance of the
peddler, 36; concern for neatness, 37; non=-
demons trative natures, 47; provincialism, 68, 112, 282;
meking own clothes, 74; farm work 0£ spring, 79, 141,
and fall, 274; wedding, 87; unselfishness in helping

1 —
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1933.
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the sick, 97; contrast of good and bad farming, 124;
funeral, 233; religious services, 169; church socials,
208; canning and pickling, 248; an outing, 278; and
Yuletide customs, 335,

E. Other Problems.- Discussions of the following

other contemporary socialvproblems might originate on
the pages referred to: family and home, throughout the

entire book which eould'also have been classed as a
- story of family relations as well as one of the non~-
metropolitan East; economic security, 134; race
relations, 23, 65, 195, 253; government, 264; and
education, 26,155. _
F. Dangers in Teachinge.- Carrollls novel seems

perfectly teachable. It is thoroughly wholesome.

2, East -- The Last Adam

Cozzens, James Gould. The Last Adam., New York:
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1933. Pp. 301.

A. Appearance on Lists.- American Year Book,

Gold Star IList, American Library Assoclation Catalog;
Bels

Be Synthesis of Plot.~ Set in New Winton,
Connecticut, The ILast Adam is the story of a country

doctor who ministered to the inhabitants of this town
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and its surrounding country. Dr. George Bull is
described as a hearty old genefal practitioner, the
serenity of whose phllosophical outlook on life

 remained unshattered when patients were lost through
his own hasty and incorrect diagnoses. When a typhoid
fever epldemic struck the town because of his negligence
as Health Officer, the accumulated grlievances of

genérations almost succeeded 1n forcing his removal,

Ce Critique of Novel.- The Last Adam must
be conceded to be highly interesting and admirably
compressed., It is, moreover, truly significant in
its portrayal of the New England town. One wonders,
though, if a Rabelalslan sense of humor énd a desire
to arouse interest through shocking phraseology have
not caused Cozzens to desert verisimilitude on some
occaslons, In favor of popular appeal. That a New
England doctor should be so sexually loose and that &
New England spinster should close the novel by
describing him as "The old bastardl" seem strange.
Irreconcilable viewpoints of The Last Adam are ex-

pressed by reviewers. It is criticlzed for lack of
originality, superflcilallty of characters, and

unnecessary coarseness by some quoted in Book Review

Digest. It 1s pralsed for evidencing a significant'
insight into New England communities, for being
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entertaining, for possessing energy, and for fine

workmanship by others. North American has it showing

- "a quite remarkable insight into the whole workings
of a New England communitye...."; on the other hand,
in New Republic the claim is made that "Mr. Cozzens

will have to be classede... as a non-serious novelist."l

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

soclal studies value as it 1s concerned with Eastern,
non-metropolitan life. Among the social phenomena
suitable as starting points for class discussion of
phases of this problem, together with page references
to the material, are: New England winter, 3;
puritanical standards, 7; garrulity, 9, 10, 14, 54}
village doctor, 23, 33, 109, 150, 159, 172, 196, 232;
New England town, 24; general interest in all events
transpiring in the town, 28; Post Office, 52; rural
New Englander's acld nature, 62, 233; town government,
 8l; boredom of the young folk in small towns, 82, 93,
140; town paupers, 99; neighborliness, 101l; class
lines, 103; informality of town officials, 110, 121;
town hall, 110; town church, 142; conservatlism, 209;
town meeting, 225, 261, 268; and prejudice against
Jews and Catholics, 32, 257,
| E. Other Problems.- Discussions of the

following other-contemporary soclal problems might

1 ; : .
For these and other review see Book Review

Digest (41), 1933.
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originate on the pages referred to: communication,
14, 17, 123; education, 72, llé, 129; government,
81, 110, 113, 119, 121, 180, 204, 210, 222; physical
inefficlency, 209, 240; and religion, 292. v

F. Dangers in Teaching.- While with more

mature adolescents it is conceivable that The Last
Adam be used as supplementary reading, its use in

the classroom seems absolutely precluded by the
frequent mention of sexual matters in vulgar language
never used in mixed companye. The novel is a significant
treatment of rural New England, but the phraseology is
that of the mill worker combined with that of the New
York psuedo~sophisticate. Any teacher considering
using it should read pages 32, 41, 61, 138, 152, 165,
210, and 230. If material on these pages does nét
make the book unteachable, nothing in the remaining
portions will.

3¢ Mldwest, West «= Now in November

Johnson, Josephine. Now in November. New York:
' Simon and Schuster, 1934. Pp. 231
A. Appearance on Lists.- Dickinson Best

Books of the Decade 138, New International Yearbook,
American Ybar>Book, Good Reading, Americen Library
Assoclation Catalog, winner of the Pulitzer Prize; 64.0.
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B. Synthesis of Plot.~ Now in November 1s

the story of a year in the history of a farm family

of the West as viewed in retrospect by Margret,
daughter of the man and woman who had been struggling
for ten years to achleve some measure of economlc
rehablilitation by a return to the soll which the
father had known as a youth. It is a story of hard-
ship, including unceasing labor; a losing milk strike;
severe drought; eviction of neighbors; 1loss of mind
by a sister who had never become adjusted to farm life;
a fire which causes the death of Margret!s mother from
burns, destroys their hay, results in the suicide of
the crazed sister, and leaves the family only a chance
to go on struggling; the departure of Grant, a hired
man who alone seemed able to find any measure of
happliness in his lot and whose presence gave Margret

hope for her own happiness.

C. Critique of Novel.- The book is primarily
a plcture of conditions; the philosophlizing is, in
great part, left to the reader. But it is the conviction,
and certalnly the hope of this investigator, that the
picture 1ls unbalanced in the absence of all signs of
Joy and satisfaction. Johnson éeems to have marshalled
one misfortune after another to prove that 1life on the
Tfarm is completely bleak. Once it is viewed as a
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presentation not of farm life, but of the hardships
of farm life, thi; novel must be recognized as an
interesting presentatioﬁ of material eminently
sultable for stimulating discussion of the economic,
governmental, and soclological problems involved in
the lives of the farmers of the Midwest and West.

Eleven of the twelve reviewers quoted in Book Review

‘Digest find no fault with Now in November. In the

New York Times Walton writes: Yon two planes "Now in

November! has clear-cut claims to distinction. In

the first place 1t is a farm novel of more than
ordinary power and truth....In addition, however,

MiSs Johnson'!s bookee.is a stcry’of dellcate and
devious humen emotionss..." In Forum is found the
following comment: "Coming from a girl of twenty-
four, it 1s almost unbelievably good and has that rare
quality of timelessness which 1s the mark of firste-rate
fiction." The lone dlssenting voiee comes from

Bessle (Sat. Review of Literature) who adds to con~

siderable pralse of the work the remark, "In more
ways than one 1t 1s a fragment; an expanded short
story that loses in the expansion, the tenslity it
‘might have possessed in a more concise form."l

D. Main Problem.- This novel 1s priéarily

‘of gocial studies value as it is concerned with rural

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1934.
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life in the Midwest and West. Among the social
phenomena suiltable as stafting points for class
discusslon of phases of this problem, together with
page references to the material, are: pOVerty, 11;
lack of social ease, 19; the negro in this region, 20;
heavy feeling of things always to be done, 32, 38;
effect of debt hanglng over heads, 35, 37; spring on
the farm, 38; schooling, 40; migratory nature of
 population, 43; fear of a poor year, 68; the drought,
97, 113, 143, 172, 188, 213; home canning, 114; unrest
connected with milk strike, 128; nature of church
service, 133; eviction, 156, 164; seriousness of
physical inefficiency caused by accident or age, 167,
22%; and injustice of property tax, 218,
E. Other Problems.~ Discussions of the

following other contemporary social problems might
~orlginate on the pages referred to: economic security,
4, 35, 76, 121, 151, 156, 164; family and the home, 11,
26, 46, 169; education, 40; mental and physical
inefficiency, 95, 167, 178, 227; race relations, 99;
religion, 133; and government, 218.

Fe Dangers in Teaching.- Some tutorial care

is probably necessary for the clarification of the too
 depressing outlook of the book. Purthermore, the

 teacher should carefully consider an interpretation of
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the section on religion which seems to show an

immeturity of outlook on the part of the author.
4, Midwest, West -~ The Folks
Sudkow, Ruth. The Folks. New York: Farrar &

Rinehart, 1934. Pp. 727.
A. Appearsnce on Iists.-~ Dickinson Best

Books of the Decade, 127; New International Yearbook,
American Year Book, Gold Star Iist, Good Reading,
American ILibrary Assoclation Catalog; 26.4.

N B. Synthesis of Plot.- The Folks is the story
of the Ferguson family of Belmond, Towa. It starts

with a description of the Fergusons when the children

- were young and the grandpafents still lived. Successively
are told the stories of each of the children -~ of Carl,
the school administrator, whose marrisge without having
satlsfied his more liberal inclinations turned out
unhapplly for him and his wife; of Dorothy, whose
marriage to a handsome and relatively wealthy young
fellow was strictly in accordance with Belmond's

~cannons; of Margaret, whose sensitivity and rebellion

- agalnst the narrowness of the town led her to a
Bohemlan 1ife in which she was appreclated and to an
’illicit love; and of Bun, who came home married to the

;;strange,.radieally‘minded‘Gharlatts Bukowska .
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Co Critigue of Novel.- Suckow's work is

outstanding in its treatment of both the psychological
and the psydhopathic. The descriptlion of Carl's
gullty feeling after "telling on"! his sister, or
Grandpa's helplessness and feeling of being lost eating
the "first Thanksgiving meal I've set down to without
mother in fifty-five years,“zare typical of reactions
which are eminently true to the way people generally
think or asct ~~ that is they are psychological.,
Margaretl!s flight to New York seems an accursate case
history 1n abnormal psychology. In general the book
seems to suffer from lack of selection among detalls
by the author; 1t 1s needlessly stretched out. All

the reviewers quoted in Book Revliew Digest‘appvnvad

The Folks. Several, however, added disapproving
comments on the grounds that the work was too wordy;

Walton, in the New York Times, furthermore, clalms

that the author lacks insight into the more profound
enmotional experlences. More typical, though, are
the following comments: "major American fictlion"

(Books); "the great Middlewestern novels..but this...

is more than regional." (Cenadian Foruﬁ); and"the

‘biggest novel of the corn country" (COmmdnweal)‘a
7 H . .
Bo 33 .
B, 94.
3

" For these and other reviews see Beok~3ééiaw
Digest (41), 1934.
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D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of soclal studies value as it is concerned with
raral life in the Midwest and West. Among the social
phenomena suitable as starting points for class
discussion of phases of thils problem, together with

- page references to the materlal, are: religious
prejudices, 38, 594; femily gatherings, 42, 90, 172;
Ladles Aid Meetings, 58; church socials, 8l; the
attitude of the town towards smoking, 151, drinking,
1&9, 345, radical tenets 178, remarriage after the
death of a wife, 180, the city, 189, dancing, 281,
and cards, 312; nelghborliness, 268, 587, 692; the
town house, 268; weddings, 298; picniecs, 462;
social clubs, 533; keeping up appearances, 570; and
the renter as compared to the land owner, 714,

Es Other Problems.- THe Folks is & novel

which might also have been classified under family
and the home. Especlally is thls problem dealt

with on pages 12, 42, 140, 224, 525, and 570.
Discussions of the foliowing other contemporary social
problems might originate on the pages referred to:
education, 22, 71, 109, 114, 150; religion, 38, 241,
248, 568, 674, 694; population=-- urban, 340,
immigrants, 546, and Indian 1life, 428; éﬁd economic
security, 565. e
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Fe. Dangers in Teaching.- The novel seems

suitable for only the very mature adolescent because

of its length and the mass of detall included;

because of relatively naturalistie, and so perhaps
suggestive descriptions, pages 92, 286, 317, 415 end
507; and because of the Bohemlan existence of

Margaret in New Yorke. The teacher will have to

examine these sections and judge as to their sultabllity

- for particular situations.

5, Midwest, West -~ A White Bird Flying

Aldrich, Bess Streeter. A White Bird Flying. New York:
D. Appleton-Century, 1931l Pp. 336.
A. Appearance on Iists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 80, American Year Book, Gold Star Iist,
American Libepary Association Catalog; 14.6. |
Be Synthesis of Plote.~ A White Bird Flying

1s a story of the choice of a girl between marrisge
end a career as a writer. As a precoclous twelve-
year old she had plighted "her troth to a career."
She would be obdurate if love came along. The chance
for the career came when a rich uncle and aunt
guaranteed to leave her all their money 1f she lived
with them as long as they liveds Until their death
money would be plentiful, ILove came along in the
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person of a young sclentific farmer, Allan Rinemiller.

After farewells to Allan she changed her mind and

went to him. The white blrd (her career) went flying.
Ce critique of Novel.- This novel of Aldrich

provides a significént treatment of three of the
contemporary problems with which this investigation

1s concerned, Midwestern town life, family and the
home, and education. The account is interesting; the
characterization, good. There seems, however, to be a
tendency to oversentimentalize on some of the past
history of Nebraska and some of the few living pioneers
like old Oscar ILutz. Interesting bits of poetry are
worked into the novel by Aldrich, A White Bird Flying

was pralsed in the Boston Transcript as "an interesting
and valuable cross section of American life still in
the making... presented with no little abllity,."
Catholic World calls it "A delightful story... well

told and in an excellent setting." Both Books and

, Catholic World agree, however, that the stofy is
1

sentimentsal.

D. Main Problem.~ This novel 1s primarily

- of soclal studies value as 1t is concerned with rural
life in Nebraska. Among the social phenomenes sultable

as starting points for class discussion of phases of

1

For these and other reviews see Boek Review

 Digest (41), 1931,
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this problem, together with_page references to the
material, are: the heat, 1; the storm, 272; the
61d men of the praries, 19; mlixed backgrounds of the
population, 45, 114, 156; the parsimony and land
fever of some, 47; neighborliness, 74, 288; Mid-
western lake resorts, 86; family gatherings, 95, 304;
family solving problems of a member, 96, 219; famlly
pride, 107; Midwestern college, 106; restlessness in
town after college, 118; modern farming, 125, 216;
Nebraske and trees, 130; non-rural characteristics
today, 131; town-sensitiveness, 219; and present
day Nebraska, 325. o _ '

E. Other Problems~ As could be gathered from

the synthesis of the plot, although the story is set
in 8 present-day Nebraska town and is, therefore, well
~ classified, it mlight also have been grouped with
novels of family and the home since the plot centers
about the cholce between marriage and a career.
Discussion of phases of this problem would grow out
of pages 16, 30, 61, 78, 102, 118, 160, 181, 189, 199,
327, 254, 309, and 333. Excellent material to stimulate
discussion of education, especlally college educatlon,
is found on pages 56, 68, 96, 119,”171;‘ of economlc
l:aecurity, 82; and éf mental inefficiency, 138.
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F. Dangers in Teachinge.- A White Bird Flying
i1s perfectly wholesome. There is nothing in the

. work making it unsuitable for class discussion.

6o Midwest, West -~ State Falr

Stong, Phil., State Fair. New York: Grosset &

Dunlap, 1932. Pp. 266.

A. Appearance on Lists.- New International

Yearbook, American Year Book, Good Reading; 12.8.
B. Synthesis of Plot.- State Fair 1s the

story of the Frake family's week at théiiowa State
Fair, The Brunswick storekeeper bet Mr. Frake that
somethihg would go wrong for the famlly at the falr.
Mrs. Frake won first prize for her pickles, Mr. Frake's
prize hog, Blue Boy, was judged the best hog in the _
entire state. Margy and Wayne, the Frake children,
each found and gave up an urban lover-- giving them
up because of their utter unsuitability to farm life.
The storekeeper pald off on the bet.

C. Critique of Novel.- State Fair is an

utterly enjoyable npvél, It seems réally to have
caught the spirit of a farm family on 1ts annual
outing. Especlally noteworthy is the humor of Wayne's

disrupting of the hoop=-la concessions through his
ability to throw the hoop around any prize he desired.
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He had worked all year to acquire this skill. Examples
of favorable comments by reviewers on State Falr are:

"Ho [Stong) knows his corn-belt" (Saturday Review of

iiterature); "a first-rate perférmanée“ (Sgectater);

and "there are plenty of people like the Frakes in
the ﬁiddle West«” (New York Times). Kronenberger in

New York Times, though, feels that the story is too

 joyous to be true to l1ife; the same criticlsm is

implied in Mac Afee's words in Yale Review, "One may
object that the love affairs are too neatly turned,"l
Ds Maln Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as it is concerned with rural
life in Iowa. Among the soclal phenomena suitable
as starting points for class discussion of phases of
tﬁis problem, together with page references to the
material, are: the store loafers, 5; Saturday
shopping, 3; pride in farm stock, 7, 135; the
importance of the state fair in rural lives, 40, 49,
155; the staﬁe failr, 57, 71, 74, 80, 152, 164;
reticence about showing affection, 110; strength of
th9 Women's Christian Temperance Unio'? love of land,
216; and pride in ancestors, 229.
E. QOther Problems.- The other problem for
~ the diaaussidh éf“whiéﬁfStéfé'Fhir'13 eminently

1l

For these and other reviéWS see Book Review
Digest (41), 1932. .
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suited is that of the family and the home. The
entire book is concerned with a family and with
famlly relations. Especlally could discussion of
phases of this problem be originated on pp. 160, 172,
248, 7

F. Dangers in Teaching.- It may be that

some of the material in Chapters VIII, X, XI, and XII,

dealing with the affalrs of Margie and Wayne, will

be found by the teacher to deal with their sexual
waywardness in too lighthearted a fashion, gspecially
for younger adolescents. That the story 1s not
considered unsuitable for the more mature adolescent

1ls indicated by 1ts inclusion in the National Council
of English Teacher'!s Good Reading.

Summarx.- While As the Earth Turns is an

account of farm life in New England, The Last Adam is

concerned with the New England town. The former is
the more important piece of literature. Of the novels
set in the non-metropolitaen West and Midwest, Josephine

Johnson's Now in November 1s preeminent, as is indicated

by its having been awarded the Pulitzer Prize. State
Falr and A White Bird Flying are less profound

treatments. The Folks is too long for sustained
interest, although Suckow has caught the spirit of the

Midwestern town.
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CHAPTER VI
PROBLEM OF POPULATION -~ URBAN, IMMIGRANTS, INDIAN LIFE

Introductory Statement.~ The remaining phases

of the broad problem of population are treated in this

chepter. Characters in Union Square are, for the most

part, representatives of the lower stratum of urban

soclety; those in Years of Grace and The Late George

Apley, the middle and upper strata. Immigrants and

their problems are the chief concern of The Island

Within and Peder Victorious. The present-day 1ife of

the Indian on the reservation 1s well described by

Ia Farge in Laughing Boy.

1. Urban; lower stratum -- Union Square

Halper, Albert. Union Square. New York; The Viking
| Press, 1933. Pp. 378. |
A. Appearance on Lists.-~ New Intermational

Yearbook, American Year Book, American Iibrary
Assoclatlion Catalog: 5.0. "

Be Synthesis of Plot.~ Unlon Square consists

86.
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of a group of plots centering about each of a number

of characters who live around Union Square, New York
Clty during the depths of the depression. Presented
are pictures of Leon Fisher, an intellectual, sincere
young Communist; Jason Wheeler, a talented, artistic
poet who has fallen to cynlcal degeneracy through chronic
alcoholism; Mr. Boardmsn, & successful, fifty-odd year
0ld business man who keeps an ex-night club hostess in
an apartment on the square; Andre Franconl, an Italian
immigrant and well-éaid barber who finally commits
suleclde under the stress of an incurable venereal
disease and the unwanted attentions of an old-world
bsweetheart; and Henk Austin, a husky, ox-like,
warehouse worker of Yankee stock. All the plots are
resoived on lMay Day when a Communist meeting on the
Square eventuates in a riot.

Cs Critique of Novel.~ The pictures of the

various characters of the book are vivid; they all
- are colored by the author's dour outlook, however,
in that they all are unsyﬁpathetically portrayed.
While the plots involving the various characters are
trite and melodramatic, the author did work them to

an ingenious, simultaneous climax. Illustrative of

the pralse with which Union Square was met by reviewers
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are the following excerpts: "It seems to me... the

best contemporary New York novel we have." (Saturday
Review of Literature); and "powerfully written" (Times

{London] Literarx'Supplemenf). It is, however, severely
criticized in New Republic for lack of form and

development and in Nation for exhibiting little else
but technigue.*
D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as it is concerned with the -
problem of urban life of the lower stratum. Among the
social phenomensa suitable as starting points for class
discussion of phases of this problem, together with
page references to thqhaterial, are: poor tenement
condltions, 9, 11, 12; slums contrasted to good
apartment buildings, 15, 16; low grade restaurant, 26;
cheap bargain hunters, 47; business bustle in daytime, 48;
cripples and beggars, 48; Italian community dance, 92;
sale of old fruilt and vegetables at night, 107; and
speakeasy, 116;

E. Other Problems.- Discusslions of the following

other contemporary soclal problems might originate on
the pages referred to: lmmigrants, 33, 35, 92;
economlic security, 5, 47, 48, 75; economic reform,

17, 62, 286, 312, 344; physical inefficiency, 48;

,   - — | |
_ For these and other reviews see Book Review
- Digest (41), 1933.
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#odern industry, 72; and government, 312, }
| F. Dangers in Teaching.- Although there are
no direct attacks on nationalities described in this

work, various groups are handled so unsympathetically
‘as to glve offense to their violent partisans, A
conscious cholce of vulgar phraseology precludes the

novel's use in many secondary schools. The teacher

considering Union Square for class work should read

the realistic account of the embraces on pages 158 and

~388 to decide whether either makes the novel unsultable.

2, Urban, Middle and Upper Strata-~ Years of Grace

Barnes, Margaret Ayer. Years of Grace. Boston:
‘ Houghton Mifflin Company, 1930. Pp. 581.
A. Appearasnce on Lists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 180, Americana Annual, American Year
 Book, Gold Star List, American Library Assoclation
Catalog, winner of the Pulitzer Prize; 58.5.

B. Synthesis of Plot.- Years of Grace concerns

Jane Ward, daughter of one of the families of the upper
stratum of society. Jane first fell in love with Andre,
a young artist who went to high school with her. When
the two adolescents wished to be engaged, Janefs parents
H}f rsecured & promlse that they would not even cofiespbnd
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for four years. Plqued by a statement in Andre's

first letter that he was going to postpone meeting

her for some months while he continued studying, Jane
married Stephen. About fifteen years after her

marriage, she felliin love with Jimmy, her friend's
husband; sensibly she rejected him after almost funning
off with him. Her daughter, in almost the same situation,
secured a divorce and remarried. Children always
disappoint you, Jane reflected at the conclusion of

the novel.

Ce Oritique of Novele~ While Barnes' novel

is a significant treatment of urban 1ife of the upper
stratum, yet it does not seem to be sound when dealing
with another soclological problem, that of the family
and the home. Jane restrained and controlled her love
for Jimmy -~ a love which would have wrecked her home

~ and been unsatisfactory to the both of them in view Ef
their marital responsibilities, When her daughter,
Ciclly, the mother of three children, divorced her
husband to marry a father of three other children who
also secured a divorce, one is given the impression
by the novel that this is, perhaps, the way to handle
the matter. All concerned are shown to be happy

| immediately after the re-weddings. The soclological
undesirability of this procedure and the uniqueness
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of the example are passed over. Generally pralsed

by reviewers, Years of Grace was termed in Outlook

"a detached and clear picture of the great changes
of the past Fifty years." Several of the reviewers
quoted in Book Review Digest found that the book

needed cutting. ‘
D. Main Probleme.- This novel is primarily

of social studies significance as it is concerned with
the problem of city 1life on the upper levels. Among
the social phenomena sultable as starting points for
class discussion of phases of this problem, together
with page references to the material, are: class
consciousness, 4, 60, 140; attitude towards women
working, 4, 35; narrow ideas of nlceness, 19; religlous
and racial prejudice, 8; going away to college, 91;

the debut, 131; fashionable weddings, 147, 216, 408,
410; activities of women, 177, 287, 307, 312, 434,

470; attitude of the banker to war, 190; yachting,
228, 241; tendency to marital inconstancy from idléness,
55, 300; and family dlscussions of problems of
individual members, 447.

E., Other Problems.~ Discussion of the followlng

other contemporary social prbblems might originate on

1 ,
' ;For these and other reviewa soe Book Review

D1 Ees (41), 1930.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



92,

the pages referred to: famlly and the home, about
which the plot of the novel centers, 72, 104, 109,
156, 173, 227, 237, 245, 251, 279, 283, 300, 323,
337, 353, 404, 442, 462, 466, 486, 524, 560; education,
91; war, 191, 198, 385; and religlon, 290.

F. Dangers in Teaching.- A perusal of page

references given for the family and the home will

enable the teacher to decide whether or not Clelly's
disposal of her love affalr through divorece 1is too
forcefully presenﬁed as the proper solution, The

more lmmature adolescent puplils might well derive from
thls novel an unjustified impression of the prevalence
of maritel incontinence. In general, thls matter,
together with the length of the novel, seems to make

1t less teachable than The Late George Apley which deals

with the same current soclal studies probleme

3e Urban, Mlddle and Upper Strata-- The Late George Apley

Marquend, John P. The Late George Apley. Boston:

Iittle, Brown, and Company, 1938, Pp. 354.
A. Appearance on ILists.- Dickinson Best

Books of 1937, Americena Annual, New International
yearbook, Americsn Year Book, Gold Star List, Good
Reading, American Library Associétian's Booklist Books;
28.3. ”
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Be Synthesis of Plot.- The Late George
Apley, written as though it were a blography, is the
story of a man whose life span, 1866-1953, was Intimately
associated with life in the upper strata of Boston
society. Apley had his brief moments of non-conformity
to the rigid traditions and norms of what 1s proper.
He soon became the personification of all that Boston's
upper class stands for. Hls son, John, revolted more
vliolently, but by the end of the book he too had returned
to his position in Boston life. Throughout the novel,
‘however, a gradual lessening of the aloofness and
smugness is noticeable,

Co Critigue of Novel.- Credit for originality

and cleverness is dwing Marquand for telling this story
as though 1t were biographical. ZHB has achieved unusual
compression by presenting his characterization of Apley
through letters received by him. Especially compressed
is a great amount of humor. His style i1s almost a
travesty on that of the hyper;scholarly biographer who
is careful to document every statement and yet is
always coming out with a pre-conceived generalization.
Cleverest of all, however, is the seemlingly accldental
portralt of the man who is writiﬁg-the'memoir -~ & man
who 1s so bound up with the life he 1s describing that
in his smugness he can not even understand the few

outbursts of rebelllon which he can neither ignore nor
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explaln away, The following quotation 1s typical
of this attitude:

I can still hear Apley saying, a&s he sometimes
did, though he always smiled when he saild it, "I aseem
to be getting nowhere." He saild it, even when he
knew very well that he was doing quite the opposite.

The thirteen reviewers quoted in Book Review

Digest were unanimously and uholeheartediy agreed as
to the merit of this novel. Apparently most typlcal
of the praise of the reviewers in this excerpt from

2
the Christian .Selence Monitor:

For all 1ts merciless penetration of the facade
of manners and tradition...Mr. Marquand's bock is
nevertheless a sympathetic and understanding picture
of that claess which has for generations exemplified
the Puritan ideal, He does not hesitate to show its
faults; he does not stint his acknowledgement of
its virtués. In the light of the preponderance of
1tems in favor of this so-called American aristocracy,
even the less admlrable characteristics acquire s
salutary nature.

D, Main Problem.- This novel is prrﬁafily

of soclal studies value as 1t 1s concerned with the
problem of urban life on the upper stratum. Among the
soclal phenomena suitable as starting points for class
dlscussion of phases of this problem, tcgethcr with
page references to the material, are: pride in family,
home place, and traditions, 29, 119; discipline for
children, 34, 38; sus tert ty of sundgy,“sé;- ‘stress on
thrift, 39, 289;&‘¢anServdtism in politieé;;43;>3élaaa
consciousness and snobbishness, 51, 94, 149, 159, 178,
;P. 199.

2

‘Por these and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1937.
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258; 331; solicltude for good marital matches, 85,
119, 151, 295, 308; parent?s meddling with adult
children, 120, 123, 140; importance of Thanksgiving,
55; attitude towards profit in business, 111; stress
of individualism, 122, 274, 287; importance of clubs,
139, 189, 216, 245; religious and racial prejudices,
160, 185, 195, 225, 290, 320, 337; the summer cemp,
164; stiéking to the principle of the thing, often
when only trifles are concerned, 189, 206, 277, 244,

- 246, 251, 270, 277, 288, 203, 347; philanthropy, 228,
233, 264, 300; and domination of the press by the upper
class, 302,

E. Other Problems.-~ Discussion of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: Iimmigrants, 22, 322; education,
4é, 69, 291; family and the home, 54, 229, 231, 251,
306; government, 183; war, 221, 266; economic
security, 245; modern industry, 247; and communication,
302, 7 v

Fo Dangers in Teaching.- This novel, perfectly

wholesome reading, is a significant treatment of upper
class l1life in the city. Some care may have to be taken
not to offend the Irish-Catholic element about whose
influence George Apley meakes derogatory remarks on

pages 185 and 290.
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4., Immigrants -- The Island Within

Lewisohn, Iudwig. The Island Within. New York:

Harper & Brothers, 1928. Pp. 351.
A. Appesarance onynists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 81, Americana Annual, New International
Yearbook, Americen Year Book, American ILibrary
Assoclation Catalog; 13.4.

Be Synthesis of Plote~ The Island Within is

a story of a Jewish immigrant family's attempt at

Americanization. The family's backgfound in Germany

and Poland is traced. There is a description of the

early days in America when the father started his

furniture business, married, and Americanized his family

to a considerable extent. Arthur and his sister tried

to carry this through to its conclusione Both falled

when their ingrained inferiority encountered the

hatred so deeply & part of their fellow Americans.

Both found the best solution in ceasing the struggle

for Americanization and in reveling in thelr Jewishness,.
Ce (GCritique of Novel.- In his first chapter

Lewisohn writes, "If a story does not teach by example,

1t 1s no story; it has no truth."l The Island Within
does teach by example. It teaches the need for

%?eater underst&nding of, and sympathy for, parochial

P. 6.
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groups which have great cultural backgrounds. Lewisohn's
novel, though, presents as fhe only solutlion for the |
problem reveling in that parochialism. Despite the
obstacles and the many prejudices in the way, education
may contribute to another solution—& greater amalgamation.
Even 1f it does not succeed, the effort would seem to be
in the right direction. Lewisohn's solution seems a
premature concession of defeat. This novel is reminiscent
of Tom Jones in its discﬁursive essays on important
aubjacts which so often are included even though they

have no structural necessity. The novel engenders an
emotional] reaction which itself is so strong as to be
capable of combating much prejudice.. One comes to

agree with Van Doren (Books) when he writes: "Any

Gentile, however, must feel the note of authehticity

in every line. And both Jew and Gentile can take equal
pleasure in a book which is at once a document so
‘penetrating and profound and a work of art so solidly
constructed and so brilliantly written." The reviewer

for New Republic thinks the latter half inferior to the

first but not enough to "mar the beauty and nobility of
the first...!’l

D. MNain Problem.- This novel is p@imérily of

social studies value as it is concerned with the problem

féf the immigrent. Among the social phenomena suitable

e For these and other reviews, see Book Review
- Digest (41), 1938.
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as starting points for class discussion of phasés
of this problem, together with page references to
the materiai, are: conflict of clvilizations, 41;
changing religlon and names, 57, 96, 98, 102, 106;
sense of freedom in America, 80, 85; ignorance of
English language, 8l; encountering suspleion and
prejudices, 107, 108, 191, 218, 270; shame at
parent's un-Americanism, 115; desire to preserve
foreigh culture, 119; parochialism, 132, 141, 161,
296, 320; working for "brotherhood of man" where
there are no prejudices; 127, 303; absencé of pure
racial strains, 155; and mixed marriages, 316,

E. QOther Problems.- The entire novel might

also have been classified under race relations,
Discussion of the following other contemporary social
problems might originate on the pages referred to:
education, 48, 133; religion, 156; ‘war, 169, 174;
mental Inefficiency, 180; and family and the home,
228, 259, 263, 264, 293.

Fo Dangers in Teaching.~ The value of The
Island Within for teaching purposes is interferred

with perhaps by realistic descriptions of a bacchenal
party, 207, the psychoanalysils of an impotent man, 215,
- and a passionate embrace, 213. Then, too, the no#el

- shows a naturalistic view of marrisge which, though on
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far different grounds from the conventidnal, usually

arrives at the same conclusioﬁs, 213, 227, 297. The

teacher can judge the teachability of the novel after
llooking at these sections. The novel probably is of

junior college, rather than of high school, level,

S5 Immigrants--~ Peder Victorious

Rolvaag, O. E. Peder Victorious.l (translated

by Nora O. Solum) ©New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1929. Pp. 350.
A. Appearance on Iists.~ Americana Annual,
Gold Star Iist; 6e3.

Be Synthesls of Plot.~ Peder Victorious Holm
Sy .

was the son of immigrant Norweglans who settled in the
Dakota Territory. His mother, Beret, was widowed

when Peder was a young boye. The story centers around
her fight to retain the Norwegian influence on her
famlly and their surroundings., Gradually she loses

in her battle to keep the English language out of her
home, to keep the modern influences from affecting her
religion, to keep Peder from assoclation with the Irish
immigrants, and to keep her boys from the social

activities to which they were drawn. As Peder matures,

1 .

That Peder Victorious is set, in part at least,
before 1900 Is Indicated by the discussion concerning
the admission of the Dakotas to the union. The story,

beyond this, is undated.
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he becomes more and more Americanized. A vision of
her dead husband reconciles her to Peder!'s marriage
to an Irish-American girl. »

Ce Critique of Novel.- Rolvaag's novel is

vital. He seems to get at the root of one of the
greatest difficulties in the way of a united America,

the struggle of the first generation immigrant to

retain the old-world languége and customs. The
author shows this conflict in characters who definitely
live. Solum's translation of this American novel by

an American who wrote it in Norwegisn, has none of

the stiltedness of many translations. Rolvaag, however,
shows himself not averse to stimulating some emotional
titivation through a few naturalistic descriptions of

the physical, cf. 37, 41, 98, 170, 292, In some places
though, his effect seems to become ludierous; especially
is this true in a short poem included on page 346: |

"ee.Thy navel is like a round goblet,
: Wherein no mingled wine is wanting:
Thy belly is like a heap of wheat
Set about with lilies."
The author's verisimilitude in handling the

flirting adolescent 1s well instanced on several occasions.
The genulneness of the novel is hailed by reviewers.

In the New York Times one reads, "the reality, the

truth of his work, is beyond ques%ion.“ Van de Water
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in the New York Evening Post terms the work authentice.

Some reviewers, however, found the plot to be a bit
1
sketchy.
De Main Problem.~ This novel 1s primarily of

social studies value as 1t 1s concerned with the problem
of the immigrant. Among the soclal phenomena sultable
as starting points for class discussion of phases of
this problem, together wlth page references to the
material, are: the extreme parochialism of the older
folk, refusing even to speak English, 3, 34, 114, 156,
139, 140, 155, 211, 220, 225, 233, 243, 246, 256, 270,
274; TIutheran parochial education, 15; religion of
the Norweglan element, 3, 48, 263; effect of scandal
on communlity, 21; religlious disciplining, 22; the
farm house tasks, 106; old-world attlitude on women, 118;
longing for old country, 186; and racilal hatreds and
misunderstandings, 233.

E., Other Problems.- Peder Victorious might

have been classified under the non-metropolitan Midwest
or the family and the home since material on both of

these 1s found throughout the bRok. Discussion of

the following other contemporary social studles

problems might originate on the pages referred to:
religion, 3, 22, 48, 192, 202, 256, 259, 263, 274, 236,
245, 338, 347; economic security, 6, 277; and education,

1 ,
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1929.
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15, 83, 142, 314.
F. Dangers in Teaching.- The teacher who

1s considering teaching Peder Victorious will have

to judge whether or not the relatively few passages

of naturalistic description outweigh the advantages of

a story which treats so well the sociological implications

of failure of immlgrants to melt in the "pot." The

page references to these passages are gi&en above in
sectlon C. Some explanation, to avoid offense to

Catholics, 1s needed for two remarks pertinent to

them on pages 20 and 199.

6. Indian Life -- Laughing Boy

La Farge Oliver, Laughing Boy. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1929, Pp. 302.
A. Appearance on Lists.~ Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 114; Americana Annual, American Year
Book, Gold Star List, Junior College Iibrary Iist,
American Iibrary Association Catalog, winner of the
Pulitzer Prize; 114.5.

Be Synthesis of Plote- Laughing Boy 1s the

story of a Navajo Indian's love for, and marriage to,
Slim Girl -- an Indian girl who had been to an American
school, had been attacked by a white cow-puncher, and
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had developed a desire to avenge herself on the
whites. Laughing Boy was lgnorant of her past until
one dey he discovered her‘with a white man with whom
she was periodilcally living in return for large sums
of money. The white men was contributing to the savings
on which she and her husband were to live in the North
country. After Laughing Boy had forgiven her, a Navajo
who had developed a hatred for the couple kllled her.

Ce Critique of Novel.- This novel 1s a

significant story of life among present-day American
Indians and 1s replete with customs of the Navajos.
That the work is authentlec in this respect La Farge
vouches for in this excerpt from his introductory note:

I have tried to be as true as I knew how to
the general spirit of Navajo things, to customs and
character...+l have been as accurate as possible
about ceremonies, rites, and customse...Any innovations
I may have made are none the less true to the general
pattern of Navajo ideas.

None of the ten revliewers quoted in Book Review

Digest has a word of unfavorable comment about this
novel by ILa Farge. The general tenor of approval is
exemplified by these three quotations: "a novel of
Indian Iife which bids fair to take its place among
the more sensitive and important pleces of reglonal

literatures...." (New York World); "He (La Farge) has

written a book about Indians that is, and that is

likely to be called ten or twenty years from now, real
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literature." (Bookman); and "it reveals a style
devoid of sﬁylism, a gift of Qimple straight-
forward statement which is at the same time lyrical

and colorfule..." (New York Evening Post).1

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of social studies value as it is concerned with the
problem of Indian life. Among the social phenomena
suitable as starting poilnts for class discussion of
phases of this problem, together with page references
to the material, are: the love of dance, 7, 134, lgi,
166; fondness for games, 50; fondness for gambling,
55, 62, 64; attitude towards schooling, 37, 78, 163;
attltude towards stealing, 71, 233; 1love of horses,
144; love of fun, 178; attitude towards bad weather,
190; mixture of white and Indlan e¢ivilizations, 16,
24, 37, 58, 75, 98, 104, 108, 172, 221, 234; Indian
marriage, 19, 87; influence of whiskey, 47, 90, 111,
131, 217; Indian religion, 88, 95, 165; silver craft,
114, 227; weaving, 116, 227; attitude to Americans,
159, 171, 182, 208, 224, 267; +tribal interest in the
individual's problems, 169; the trading post, 178,
180, 189, 205; and miscegenation, 205.

| E., Other Problems.~ Dlscusslion of the

following other contemporary social problems‘might
originate on the pages referred to: family and the

1 , , .
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1929.
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home, 153, 154, 198; and recreation, 50, 535, 62, 64,
Fo Dangers in Teaching.=- There 1s, occasionally,

some strong language used in the novel. It should not,
however, be particularly offensife. Althdugh Slim
Girl 1is prostituting herself throughout the book, this
is mentioned as a fact and is in no way dwelt upon

for sensatlonal purposes. The teacher might read Slim
Girl's account of her past,‘starting on page 257, to
see if anything in it mekes it undesirable for use in
his p#rticular situatione.

Summary.-
Apley wonlgg Pulitzer Pr ze o

'3£;j.%w

seems tim. more significant treatment of urban life, 4w

e more interestin hhs—maro clever, and thgmmsno

humorous. Whereas the former two”arebmx‘ﬁ“

upper class life in the city, Union Square presents,

in sordid surroundings, many of the problems of the

lower class in the city. The Island Within is a more
powerful presentation of the problems of immigrants
than Peder Victorlous, perhaps because Jewish problems

are essentially more timely and signifiéant today than
are those of Norweglans. The claims to literary

importance of Laughing qu'are generally conceded;

that it 1s of sociological significance is not so

‘génerally realized.
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CHAPTER VII
PROBLEM OF MODERN INDUSTRY

Introductory Statement.~ Included in this

chapter, devoted to the problem of modern industry,
are reports on The Foundry, The Blg Money, Time to

Remember, The Land of Plenty, and Ferment.

l. The Foundry

Halper, Albert., The Foundry. New York: Viking Press,
1934, Pp. 499.

A. Appearance on Iists.~ Americana Annual,

New International Yearbook, American Year Book, Good
Reading, American Ilbrary Association; 17.4.
Be Synthesis of Plot.- This novel has a

plot only in the looser sense of the word, for it
consists of the story of a group of people working
in a Chicago foundry during the year preceding the
stock market crash of 1929. Among the characters
whose llves are sampled are lasborers, members of the

office force, and the three owners of the Fort Dearborn

Electrotype Foundry.

106.
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C. Critique of Novel.- The Foundry provides

a wealth of significant soclological material. The
characters experience perhasps a bit more than their
share of the misfortunes of life. The whole is couched
in a language which certainly at times 1is vulgar but
never 1s artificially soe The novel certalnly must

be conceded convincing reality. The following »
quotation from Natlion seems a good analysis of both

the faults and merits of The Foundry:l

Its vigor, its earthy breeziness, its accurate
~ observations, 1ts detailed recreation of the milieu of
the foundry, all these will be sufficiently, and rightly
pralsed. It may not, however, be frequently enough
noted that what these amount to in the end 1s 1little
more than skilful reporting, a sense of humor, and
clever manipulation of conventional material.

The limitation noted in the above, of course, does not
in any way prejudice the novel's value for social
studies purposes. ‘

D. Main Problem.~ The Foundry is primarily

of soclal studies value as it is concerned with the
problem of modern industry. Among the social phenomena
suiltable as starting points for class discussion of
phases of this problem, together with page references
to the materiasl, are: the foundry i1tself, 1; work in
the foundry, 8, 37, 39, 82, 122, 292, 307, 426, 430,
4983 ,pressure to complete wofk, 13; unions, 66, 72,

1

- For this and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1934.
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125, 490; wunionlsm and attitude to work, 22, 25,

94; labor's sabotage of work, 164, 179, 316, 328,
3528; Dbenevolent employer (non-union shop), 92;
company paper, 1l92; company plenic, 558,'365; company
loan bank, 382; company show, 384, 432, 453; the
radical laborer, 136, 403; the efficlency expert,
274, 330; 1industrial accidents, 32, 156, 253, 325;
technological unemployment, 247, 316; plant morale,
251, 438; apprentice system, 331l; and effect of
depression on laborer, 488,

E. Other Problems.- Dlscussion of the following

other contemporary soclal problems might originate on
the pages indicated: economlc security, 54, 101, 253,
578, 386, 400, 414, 422, 429; crime and delinquency,
55, <16, 438, 439; famlly and the home, 63, 117, 159,
172, 213, 214, 224, 229, 237, 263, 265, 295,‘335, 408,
462; and physical inefficlency, 213, 335, 338,

F. Dangers in Teachinge.- The inclusion of

this novel among the books recommended by Good Reading

would seem to indicate its suiltability for reading

by more mature adolescents. Its use among the immature
probably would be precluded by the naturalistic and
vulgar expressions which, though real enough, would
not be considered in sufficiently good taste for

school work. Indicative of what 1s referred to here
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are passages on pages 71, 47, 145, 258, and 417. If
these prove no bar, the rest of the novel will be

satisfactory.

2. The Big Money

Dos Passos, John. The Big Money. New York: Eareourt,
” Brace and_Company, 1936. Pp. 561.
A. Appearance on Lists.- Amerlcana Annual,

" New International Yearbook, Americen Year Book, Good
Reading, Americen Iibrary Assoclation Catalog; 17.4.
B. Synthesls of Plot.- It seems a bit
inaccurate to spesak about'the plot of thls novel = just

as lnaccurate as speaking of the argument of an
impressionistic poem—for this is an impressionistic
novel. The effect which the author seems to desire
left by the work 1s that there is something éeriously
wrong with our present capitalistic, industrial setup.
His effect 1s secured by a series of "newsreel" headlines,
& series of "Cameras Eye'" sketches of Qctual, prominent
men, and s séries of accounts of fictitious characters
which sometimes interlock. All of these certainly do
 succeed in leaving one with a conviction of the inadequacy
of the present order of things == if Dos Passos has
selected 1llustrations which are typiéal of contemporery
11fe.
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C. Critique of Novel.- It seems to this

investigator that the impression which Dos Passos
wishes left is unjustified because the examples from
which his generalizations are drawn Just are not typical
of soclety as a whole. ZEveryone who is rich and
everyone who is poor eand everyone who 1ls a government
official and a labor organizer does not happen to be

a muicker, An author does not’aehieve the universality
necessary for greatness by completely ignoring the
exlstence of any good in the world. The style,
comparable often to that of the free verse partisans,
1s interesting though unique., The sharply contrasting

reactions of various reviewers of The Big Money can

be gathered from the following remarks made by them:
"swift, realistic, and interesting® (Atlantic); "the
most incisive and direct of American satirists” (Bodks),

"superfluous contribution" (Christian Centugx)' LY

forceful if inconclusive chapter to our social hiatory“
(New York Times); and "I doubt the value of his report;ge

of our period" (Review of Reviews).l

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

soclal studles signlficance as 1t 1s concerned with
the problem of modern industry. Among the social

phenomena from which discussion of phases of this

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review
‘Digest (41), 1936.
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problem might originate, together with page references
to the material, are: apprentice system, 21;
employers! viewpoint of labor conditions, 21, 24, 313;
sclentlific management, 22; importance of quantity in
production, 50; assembly line pressure, 55; sweat-
shop conditlons for women, 130; attitude of moneyed
interests to strikes, 133; poor wages, 135; un-
popularlity of truth about strike leaders, 137; treatment
of strikers, 138, 140, 145; the stockmarket, 198, 200,
224; 325, 338, 352; big business methods, 230, 235,
289; Detrolt, a city bullt by the autemobilevindustry,
285; labor fatigue, 309; relations of big business
to government officials, 362, 506; Florida boom, 380,
391; movie industry, 403; treatment of organizers,
| 440, 447; 1lebor and communism, 444, 446; 11fe of

labor organizer, 447; futility of fight againat money,
461; bilg business advertising cempaigns, 478; company
unions, 527; blg business methods exemplified by
Insull, 525; conservatism of jJudges, 542, 544; strike
trouble, 546; and scarcity of jobs, 559.

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the following

other contemporary social problems might eriginate on
the pages referred to: war, 10, 52; family and the
home, 42, 163, 308, 484; race relations, 54; economic

reform programs, 66, 129, 441, 446; government, 213, 362,
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365, 506, 508, 533; physical inefficlency, 248,
316; commnication, 470, 471; and socialized
medicine, 478,

F, Dangers in Teaching.~- While endoresement

of The Big Money by Good Reading would seem to indicate

its suitabllity for college students, the novel can
hardly be conceived of as suitable in any high school
situation because of the vulgarity of expression,
especially when referring to sexual matters, 59, 61,
76, 91, 140, 205; and certainly because of the
casualness with which are mentioned sbortions (148,
447), value of contraceptives in intercourse (144, 227),
homosexuality (191, 276, 391, 415, 517), and sexual
promisculty (77, 81, and many other pages). While
standards of what is suitable for secondary use may
change, it is highly imprabable that such matters as
these will be admissible in the very near future.

3¢ Time to Remember

Zugsmith, Leane. A Time to Remember. New York:
' Random House, 1936. Pp. 352,

A. Appearance on Lists.- American Year Book,

Good Reading, American Library Association Catalog; 14.2.
Be Synthesis of Plote~ A Time to Remember

centers around the difficulties in securing union
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recognition and the right to collectlve bargalning
encountered by the employees of the Diamond Department
Store. The struggle, the strlke, and the eventual
victory of the workers 1s made human, tragic, and
eplc-like through the interest developed in a number
of equally important characters.

C. Critique of Novel.~ This work has some of

the elements which make for an outstanding novel. It
is significant sociologlcal material, it is interesting
throughout, and its author shows an insight into the
pathetic and tragic in 1life, In striving for a realism
in language and in certain minor characters, however,
Zugsmlith goes so far as to become unreslistically
morbld and sordid. Especlally is this true in Part I,
consisting of twenty-two pages which could have been
omitted without interfering with the plot development
in any way. It 1s also unpleasantly true in the
forced inclusion of Christ's, Chriét Almighty's, whore's,
and in one case "your snotnose friends." Concerning
this novel we find in Christien SciencamMonitor:
Although "A Time to Remember! is essentially a
social study, Miss Zugsmith's skill in cheracterization
and narration makes it also en sppealing novel. Her
particular talent lles in the accuracy with which
she catches the vernacular of the men and women whom

she portrayse.

Other revliewers generally praised the work.l
1

For these reviews see Book Review Digest (41), 1936.
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De Main Probleme~ A Time to Remember is

primariiy of social studies value as it is concerned

- with the problem of modern industry. Among the
soclal phenomena suitable as starting points for class
discussion of phases of this problem, together with
page references to the material, are: nervous strain
involved in labor, 60, 71, 85; unions in general, 74;
difficulties in organizing, 51, 143, 151; employer
pressure, 174, 184, 194, 240, 269, 335; grievances
of labor, 173; plcket line, 214; scab type, 230;
labor meeting, 238; congenital union sympathlzers,
247; absolute refusal to recognize collective
bargaining, 289; indifference of strikers to arrest,
293; and joy at settlement, 249,

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the following

other ccntemporary soclal problems might originate on
the pages referred to: family and the home, 34, 11s,
139, 279; economic security, 45, 54, 151, 272, 277;
war, 47; economlic reform programs, 49, 251; sordid,
lower class life, 1; and physical inefficiency, 307.
F. Dangers in Teaching.- The sordidness of

the pleture of lower class life in the first twenty-two
peges and the apparent effort of the author to shock
with the language would seem to make this novel
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undesirable teaching material in high school, although
in Good Reading 1t is approved for college students.

Then, too, the fact remains that it dees present

SOciological material of great significance.

4. The Land of Plenty

Cantwell, Robert. The Land of Plenty. New York:

Farrar & Rinehart, 1934, Pp. 369.

A., Appearance on Lists.-~ Americana Annual,

New International Yearbook, American Year Book, Good
Reading; 14.7. »

B. Synthesis of Plot.- The Land of Plenty
1s divided into two parts, "Power and Light" and "The

Education of a Worker." Tn the first is given a
graphic description of‘the personnel and labor conditions
in a modern lumber factory during & night when the
electric power falled. In the second is presented an
equally vivld description of the organization and
execution of a strike by the laborers.

C. Critique of Novel.- The merit of The Land

of Plenty lies in the verisimilitude of its portrayal
of conditlons among laborers in meny modern industrial
plants. The vulgar expressiéna with whieh the book is
replete are actually true to the language of the
factory, but this language is not used before women
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by the laborers themselves or by members of any other
strata of society. The style used by Cantwell in the
novel is open to criticism beéause of the great amount
of tedlous repetition. The entire first thirty-six
pages seem to achleve nothing which could not have
been accomplished in a half page; and true art should
be compressed. Reviewers quoted in Book Review Digest

had high praise for lLand of Plenty. The one cause for

criticlsm came on the grounds that fha plctures of
those on the mill owner's side in the conflict were
unfalir. The attitude of three reviewers is expressed
by the following quotation from Nation, "Mr. Cantwell's
workers, as & group, have punchese; his executives
and bourgeols...are weak and watery and 1nept."1

D. Main Problem.-~ This novel is primafily of

social studies value as 1t is concerned with the
problem of modern industry. Among the social phenomena
sultable as starting points for class discussion of
phases of this problem, together with page references
to the material, are: industrial accidents, 7, 96,
169, 175, 252, 272; pressure for production, 8, 9;
transfer of pressure to underlings, 40, 42, 82; cuts

in wages, 31; sweat shop conditions, 91; walkout, 93;
T ,

.. Por these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1934. ,
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monopoly vs. free competition, 158; labor rebellion,
190, 202; fatigue from labor, 195; difficulties of
labor in organizing, 259; summary dismissal of workers,
292; ’strikes, 296, 312, 339; press sympathetic to
industry, 299; police sympathetic to industry, 302;
charge of communism, 344; autocratic attitude of

factory owney; and brutality of police, 302, 363.
E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the following

other contemporary social studies problems might
originate on the pages referred to: economlc security,
38, 105, 268, 284, 287; family and home, 118; and
physical inefficiency, 278.

F. Dangers in Teaching.- Desplte the

recommendation of Good Reading, 1t is almost inconceivable

that this novel be used in secondary schools. The
description of sexual promiscuity, the casual mention

of abortion, and the inecredible vulgarity of language
would be almost insurmountsble obstacles. Yet experiencs

in factory towns corroborates the validity of the account.

5. Ferment

MeIntyre, John C. Ferment. New York: Farrar &
Rinehart, 193%. Pp o 403,
A. Appearance on Lists.- Americana Annual,
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New International Yearbook, Good Reading; 13.7.
B. Synthesis of Plot.~ Ferment 1s the account

of a young man of ornate tastes whose job as a labor
spy and strikebreaker was not returning him sufficient
money. In a struggle to beg or borrow money which he
wanted to invest in a capltalistic fascist project,
~he was able, through applying famlly pressure, to
force his brother to embezzle labor union funds of
~which he was the custodian. The collapse of the
entire project brings complete ruln on the young man.
C. Critique of Novel.- The centrél character

of this novel is drawn with great accuracy and realism.
The whole work provides an analysis of the struggle
between caplital and industry, on one side, and labor,
on the other, as that struggle is belng carried on

end as the author thinks it will be -- with capital
and labor joining to eliminate the industrialist.

Some of the lengthy conversations along these lines
tend to become repetitious and boring. Typlcal of

the general feaction of reviewers to Ferment 1s this

quotation from the New York Times:l

The story is one of human belngs, very real
- people, who happen to be involved in the meshes of
industrial strife on its shaediest side. This is not
‘& strike story, a call to arms, a preachment of any
" kind; but it is a very fine work of the story-teller's
art.... It 1s a serious novel; but it has balance, .
humor and €lan, the sense of 1life pulsing through it.

1 .
For this and other reviews see Book Review Digest
'(41), 1937,
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D Main Problem.~ Ferment is primarily of

social studies significance as it is concerned with
the problem of modern industry. Among the social
phenomena from which discussions of phases of this
problem might originate, together with page references
to the material, are: unions in general, 30, 46, 08;
union officials, 97, 98, 238, 254; sabotage of unions,
113; union press, 153; difficulties in organizing
unions,165; spies for unions, 202; American Federation
of Labor, 230; the shop with good working conditions,
1l, 190; the sweatshop, 343; labor's grievances, 29;
company checkers or sples, 51, 56, 108, 112, 241, 258;
strike~breakers, 53, 170, 195; older attitude of
employers, 59; capltallist's interest in fascism, 181,
207, 232, 265; lobbying of employers, 246; and banking
business, 385.

E. Other Problems.~ Discussion of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: family #nd the home, 3, 8, 26,
36, 38, 44, 82, 86, 130, 143, 188, 219, 302, 354;
government, 61, 62, 247, 251, 265; economic reform
programs, 61, 181, 207, 228, 232, 251, 265; and
conmunication, 160.

Fo Dangers in Teaching.- With the exception

of the use of some vulgar languasge not ordinarily used
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in mixed company, there seems to be nothing

unwholesome or dangerous in this novel.

Summarye.- This investigator would rank the
novels reported on in this chapter in order of thelr

social studies value as follows: The Foundry, Ferment,

Time to Remember, The Land of Plenty, and The Big Money.

There 1s a general tendency in these novels to
naturalism in descriptions and vulgarisms in phraseology.
McIntyre, in Ferment, 1s gullty of much feﬁer of these
than are the authors of the other novels,
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CHAPTER VIII
PROBLEM OF ECONOMIC SECURITY

Introductory Statemente~ The five novels

concerned with economic security on which reports
are included in this chapter provide a balanced
group pertinent to the entire scope of the problem.
Two of them, One More Spring and Veln of Iron, are

mainly concerned with the effects of a business
~depression; If I Have Four Apples, The Sound of

Running Feet, and Years Are So Long deal respectively

with living beyond means, insecurity of employment,
and support of the aged. These latter three are all
by Josephine Lawrence.

1. One More Spring

Nathan, Robert. One More Spring. New York: Alfred A.

Knopf, 1933. Pp. 212,
A, éppeafance on Lists.~ Amerlcana Annual,

New Intermational Ybarbook, American Year Book, Gold
Star List, Junior College Library List, American
Library Association List; 67.3, |

121.
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Be Synthesis of Plote~ One More Spring 1s

the story of a group of people made homeless and
absolutely destitute by the depression. TIwo of them,

an lmpoverished musiciapvand bankrupt dealer in antiques,
find a home for the winter 1n the tool shed of a park
custodian. Circumstances force into their establishment
a hungry prostitute. A banker caught by the crash also
joins them. The antique dealer and the girl find
themselves in love. When the banker recovers hls
position, he sponsors the musician's artistic
appearances. —

C. Critique of Novel.~ The novel is important

as a plcture of the devastating effect of the depression
on some people. From the point of view of style and
swift movement of narrative, Nathan's work is oute
standing. Especlally notable 1s such pathos as
exemplified by the nature of the Christmas presentsl

and the humor of the musiclan's stealing a plg from

the zoo.g One More Spring is critieclzed in the

Seturday Review of Ilterature for being occaslonally

too saccharine and for characterizations which are too
slight. But In a tone more typlcal of the other

reviewers of the novel, this one goes on to mention

P. 124.
Pp. 197, 203.
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that "It may seem captious to point out certaln defects
in a novel capable of giving those who like it so mach
pleasure,"l |

D. Main Problem.~ One More Spring is primarily

of soclal studies value as it 1s concerned with the
problem of economlc security. Among the social phenomena
sultable as starﬁing points for c¢lass discussion of
phases of this problém, together with page references
to the material, are: want in the midst of plenty, 3;
effect of fall in prices, 5; starvation, 13; homeless=
ness, 20, 41; poverty leading to lawbreaking, 22, 29,
59, 77, 82, 161, 202; effect of cold winters on the
poor, 74; mistakes in banking leading to the crash, 113;
loss of savings in the erash, 139; the banker who has
- falled, 147; and pride amidst poverty, 175.
E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the followling

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: crime and delinguency, 22, 29,
59, 77, 83, 161, 202; and religlon 68.

F. Dangers in Teachinge- The teacher should
read the chapter beginhing on page 113 dealing with

the meeting of the banker and the prostitute. This

description, as well as all references to the girl'a

i X
‘ For thlis and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1933.
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former means of living, 1s handled with unusual
delicacy and should give no offense unless it is

felt that the fact of the exlstence of such a
profession should be blinked. The inclusion of this
novel in the highly selective and conservative Junlor

College Iibrary Iist is indicative of the unoffensive-

ness of the worke.

2, If I Have Four Apples

Lawrence, Josephlne. If I Have Four Apples. New York:

Frederick A. Stokes Company, 1935. Pp. 314.

A. Appearance on ILists.- New Intermational

Yearbook, Gold Star List, Good Reading, American ILibrary
Assoclation Catalog; 18.9.
Be Synthesls of Plot.~ If I Have Four Apples

1s the story of the members of the Hoe family and

thelr friends who are all living above their means

wlth apparently no concept of what baslanecing expenditures
- with income means. Mr. Hoe refuses to glve up the

family home despite the fact that his reduced salary

makes 1t lmpossible to keep up payments arranged when

prices were highe. Mrs, Hoe works every day in a

department store for fifteen dollarsfa.weekfwhen she

could save money by staying home and economizing on

food and purchase of luxuriese.
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The children are forced by circumstances iﬁtc a

partial adjustment to the financial situation, but

they always yearn for more, since they were guaranteed

equal rights by the Constltution. Mrs. Bradley, the

Record'!s budgetary expert, alone is compietely reasonable

about the family's financial problems, |
C. Critigue of Novel.- In this novel, Josephine

Lawrence shows unusually keen perception into one of
the serious problems brought on by the sudden shift
from the prosperous twenties to the depression years
which immediately followed. Desplte the fact that

no simple statement of the moral involvéd could be so
obvious, thls novel is never didectic. The characters
are realistically drawn. Their shnrt-sightedness is
is genuinely tragice. Canéerning this novel, Leys in
Books maintains that "Miss Lawrence writes with great
sincerity and with such genuine sympathy that her social
document 1s never a dull novel." Benet in Saturday
Review of Literature writes that the novel "says

something worth saylng concerning those of the lower=-
middle class...! Much less favorable is Perkins?

eriticism in the New York Times that the novel is

"emotionally lukewarm. "t

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review

igest (41), 1935,
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D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of social studies value as 1t 1s concerned with the
problem of economic security. Among the social
phenomena suitable as starting points for class
~discussion of phases of this problem, together with
page references to the material, are: general lack
of household budgeting, 4, 10, Qé, 97; erffect of
depressione 8, 10, 23; 1love of owning own home, 13,
14, 23, 703 dependence on government for help, 28,
77; living beyond means, 33, 41, 45, 50, éé, 100,
125, 149, 176, 220, 233, 236, 256, 313; effect of
illness, 44, 224; conviction that college education
is essential for everyone, 1086, 121;' poverty leading
to erime, 118; pressure of youth to oust older folk
from jobs, 141; and absence of ralses in wages, 40.

E. Other‘Problems.- Discussion of the

following other contemporary social problems might
originate on the pages referred to: education, 25,
110, 153, 160, 178, 182, 293; famlly and home, 33,
58, 92; physical inefficlency, 44, 224, 280;
sociallized pfofessions, 44; economic reform programs,
274, 277; and modern industry, 305.

Fo Dangers in Teaching.~ This novel seems to

be perfectly suited for use at any level of secondary

education.
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3¢ Vein of Iron

i j"' Glainw, Ellen., Vein of Iron. New York: Harcourt,
é?% ! Brace and Companﬁ, 1935, Pp. 462,
A. Appearance on Lists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 156, Americana Annual, New International
Yearbook, American Yéar Book, Gold Star Iist, American

- Iibrary Assoclation Catalog; 17.8. N ‘
Be Synthesis of Plot.~ It seemed to be a vein

of iron deep in the character of'Ada Fincastle McBride
which gave her a solidity and staunchness in the face
of misfortunes. She survived the loss of Ralph when
he was trapped into marrying the Valley's most
frivolous girl. Later when Ralph's divorce falled to
make thelr marriage possible before he sailed for France,
she survived the birth of their child and the death
of her grandmother which her waywardness had hastened.
She remained steadfast when Ralph returned from the
war with a melancholy viewpoint of life, She went to
work to support the household when an accident made
Ralph a paralytlc. The crash in 1929 brought a series
of trials to Ada. The end of the novel finds her and
" Ralph back in the valley courageously starting over.
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Ce Critique of Novels- Veln of Iron is first

of all a story of a noble love, It is of\significance
also for 1ts materlial on economic security and on the
famlly and the home. The characters are so well drawn
that the pictures may seem at times to be too detailed.
This novel was generally pralsed by reviewers for both
1ts style and tone of impending tragedy. Mann in

Bos ton Transeript writes of it, "There have been many

stories of the depression, but none of them have
| é%?/y portrayed quite so poignantly as Miss Glasgow the
difficulties and heartaches of those years of ever

dwindling incomes when tragedy seemed to stalk everyone.."l

D. Main Problem.-‘ This novel 1s primarily of
social studies velue as it 1s concerned with the
problem of economic security. Among the soci#l phenomena
suitable as starting points for class discussion of
phases of this problem, together with page references

~ to the material, are: plenitude of jobs during war
times, 273, 278; poverty of widowhood, 279, 313;

- problem of aged, 89, 185, 282, 311, 409; desire of
the aged for independence, 292, 296, 303; installment

~ buying, 312, 324; boom days, 312, 318, 336, 351;
savings and 1llness, 356; effect of the depression:

1
.. For this and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1935,
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- sudden poverty, 357, lack of jobs, 365, 369, cuts in
wages, 371, grim poverty, 372, drowning troubles in
drink, 376, loss of job, 376, charity, 380, loss of
savings, 385, 391, depression and suicide, 412, soup
kitchens, 414; and want in the midst of plenty, 421.

E., Other Problems.- Discussion of the followlng

other ecﬁtemporary problems might originadte on the pages
referred to: family and the home, 82, lls, 174, 188,
192, 246, 251, 260, 262, 266, 283, 298, 301, 306, 315,
411; religlon, 42, 48, 93, 169, 229, 246; mental
inefficiency, 83, 167; war, 186, 275, 285, 288, 308;
end physical inefficlency, 339.

Fo Dangers in Teaching.- Part Three, "Iife's

Interlude,” is a aentimentalized, though in no“way )
pornographic, account of what wés nothing but adultery.
In thls section and on page 246 there is an attempt at
Justifying the affair. The sophistry of this rational-
1zing will need indication. The length of the novel
will militate agalnst its use with younger adolescents.

4. The Sound of Running Feet

Lawrence, Josephine. The Sound of Running Feet. New
 York: Frederick A. Stokes Cos, 1937. Pp. 307.
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A, Appearance'on Iistse~ Americane Annual,

‘New International Yearbook, Gold Star Iist, American
Iibrary Assoclation Booklist Books, 10.3.

B. Synthesls of Plot.- The sound of running

feet referred to in the title of this novel represents
the omnipresent, stifling feeling of financlal
insecurity which hangs over all the characters in this
| work of Lawrence. The older workers in the real
estate firm of River, Mead and Imth, burdened by
dependents and illness, feared cuts in salary or
replacement by the younger workers., These, in turn,
relt stifled and oppressed. They weré convinced that
they were capable, efficient,'and badly underpald,
The employers, harassed by the job of keeping the firm
going,were forced to give the workers the choice
between the status quo and raising the pay of the
younger employees by cutting the older. The pressure
of the "running feet" on each worker and on the members
~of the firm 1is portréyed in detail., The novel ends
with the two youngest employees marrying on a comblned
salary of twenty-seven dollars a week.

C. Critique of Novel.-~ The Sound of Running

Feet focuses attention ofi fundamental problems of
contemporery life, problems which should come to the
notice of every secondary school student. No solution
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to the most vital of these is offered, of course; such
solutions probably, for the most part, are unknown.

It might be felt that the characters seem to have been
invented to lllustrate the soclologlcal material,

While this critlicism might cause the novel to lose some

cast as belle lettres, 1t in no way reflects on its

value in socislized educational programs. Butcher,

writing in the Chicago Dally Tribune writes‘of The

Sound of Running Feet: "this 1s not a proletarian

~novel, although 1t states with vehemence the case of
the young worker., It states also, however, the case
‘of the older workers, and of the employers." The lack
of vitality in some of the eharacterizgtioné is

complained of in Books and New York Times.l

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as it is concerned with the
problem of economic security. Among the social

| phenomena sultable as starting points for class
discussion of phases of this problem, together with page
references to the material, are: youth's feeling of
oppression, 1; fallure to get ralses, 2, é, 220;
difficulties in organizling for demands, 3; grievances

of workers, 12; old age security, 25; living beyond
means, 29, 57, 194, 214, 275; the employer's financial

l .
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1937.
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struggle, 56, 133, 151, 172, 181, 263; borrowing from
the bank, 58; married women working, 75; Tfarm life
and economic security, 94, 100; young versus old in
business, 137, 220, 224, 225; women in business as
an economic danger, 139; effect of tightened credit
by banks, 174; support of the aged, 187, 223, 246;
dependence on government, 191; and chain versus
independent stores, 253.

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: famlly and the home, 44, 70, 77,
81, 96, 183, 179, 197,_228, 278; physical inefflclency,
52, 177, 186, 202, 268; eand educatlon, 256.

F. Dangers in Teaching.- The novel contalns

nothing which would meke it unsuitable for the range
of secondary education. It may be considered by some
to overstress the problem of economic security in the

general scheme of livinge.

S5 Years Are So Long

Lawrence, Josephine. Years Are So Long. New York:
 Frederick A. Stokes Company, 1934. Pp. 309,
A. Appearance on ILists.- Americana Annual,

 Gold Star Iist, American Iibrary Assoclation Catelog;
940. | |
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B. Synthesis of Plot.- Years Are So Long is

the story of the old age of Barkley and Lucy Cooper.
This old couple had reared five children and seen
them all married; they had made no provision for
thelir own old age. None was needed, for loving children
were considered by them the beét insurance for a
comfortable old age. Their children, however, had the
‘newer idea that they owed nothing to the parent who
had failed tp provide for himself, Since something
had to be done, though, i1t was agreed that the mother
and father be separated and that each stay three months
| with one of the children. The result was death for
the father and an 0ld Ladies Home for the mother,

C. Critique of Plote.~ This novel is an

excellent example of the potentialities of fiction for
animating sociological material., No theoretical
discussion could focus attention on the problem of
dealing with the aged nearly so thoroughly and foreibly
as 1s done here. The problem 1s not abstract; the
characters are reai; the situations are accurately
portrayed; and the pathos 1s gripping. Reviewers
generally pralsed Years Are So Long because of the

importance of the problem involved., The novel came

- in for some disapproval, however, because of the
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prominence of the thesis. Typlcal of both the approval
and disapproval is the followlng excerpt from New
Republic, "The book has faults of writing and
characterization; there is less tact and more
selfishness to pass around among the Cooper famlly

than seems normal; but Miss Lawrence's courage in
bringing out inte the open a delicate’problem that has
grown out of our social insecurity gives the book an

nl

importance beyond its literary value.

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of social studies value as it is concerned with the
problem of economic security. Among the social
phenomena sultable as starting points for class
discussion of phases of this problem, together wilth
page references to the material, are: old age, 2;
expectation that children must care for old parents,
6, 8, 93, 94, 111, 265; separation of aged man and
wife, 15, 43, 56, 85, 142; absolute indigence 14;
failure to adjust in children's homes, 29, 37, 38, 82;
institutions for aged, 53, 76, 195, 303, 305; the
young forcing the old out of busliness, 106; dependence
on government for ald, 116; desire of the old for
independence, 131, 155; attitude towards life
insurance, 164; and having too many children, 262.

1 : :
For this and other reviews see Book Review
‘Digest (41), 1934.
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E, Other Problems.-~ Discussion of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: mental inefficiency, 269; and
family and the home, 2, 211, 262,

F. Dangers ln Teaching.~ The novel should

prove perfectly satisfactory for the purposes of

secondary educstion.

Summary.- As & group the novels reported in
this chapter constitute perhaps the most significant
soclological material uncovered by this investigation
and provide perhaps the most balanced treatment of a
contemporary soclal problem. The short novel One More
Spring seems to be thé best novel from a literary
viewpoint. Veln of Iron is the least significant

soclologically. The Lawrence novels, If I Had Four

Apples, The Sound of Running Feet, and Years Are So

Long, as literature, are generally deficlent in
characterization but are all significant and interesting
treatments of important phases of the problem of

economlc security,
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CHAPTER IX
PROBLEM OF THE FAMILY AND THE HOME

Introductory Statement.- In this chapter

are included reports on those novels which are of

- soclal studles importance primarily as they are
relevant to the problem of the family and the home.
The five chosen are The Deepening Stream, Ambrose Holt

and Family, The Bonney Family, The Golden Spike, and
Heat Iightning. m

l. The Deepening Stream

Flsher, Dorothy Canfield. The Deepening Stream. New

York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1930. Pp. 393.
A, 'Appearance on Lists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 130, New International Yearbook, American
Year Book, Gold Star List, Good Reading, American
Library Assoclation Catalog, 26.4.

Be Synthesis of Plote~ This is an account of

the family rélationshipa of Matey Gilbert Fort, first
when she was a young child, and later when an adolescent

living with her father and mother, and finally when the

136.
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wife of Adrian Fort in the Quaker atmosphere of
Rustdorf and in France as she and her husband worked

~to relieve the suffering during the ware

C. (Critigue of Novel.- There can be little
‘doubt in the mind of the reader that this novel is a
significant treatment of a fine marital relationship.
Some may object that Matey's marriage was almost unreally
happy; but somehow or other the charge of sentimentalism
does not seem to be justified.. The novel is typically
Canfield and reminiscent of The Bent Twig in its college

atmosphere, 1its partial setting in Frénce, and in 1its
insistance that lots of money 1s not necessary for
successful marriages, With the exception of W. L.
Phelps' criticism that the novel takes patience in the

reader, all reviewers quoted in Book Revlew Digest

wholeheartedly pralsed The Deepening Stream. Typical

of the praise accorded the work is this selection from
Books, "Dorothy Canfield's novels have always been
forthright and courageous, but in none, I think, has
- she achleved the sustained intensity that she pours
into this story of a hurt child and stifled young girl
and the quiet vietory of love and honesty."l

De Maln Problem.~ The novel is primarilyvof

social studlies significance as it is concerned with

1l
For this and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1930,
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the problem of the famlly and the home. Among the
social phenomena from which discusslion of phases of
this problem might originate, together with page
references to the material, are: children's play, 14,
20; parental pride in children, 25, 73; troubles of
adolescence, 30, 34; family dilsputes, 32, family's
moving about as contrasted with settling down, 55; 76,
98; family'!s failure to understand the problems of
adolescent éhildren, 57; struggle of mother and father
for supremacy in family, 61, 69, 72, 80, 218; effect
of this on children, 68, 82; children's getting what
they want alwsys, 67, 74; 4illness in family, 87;
genuine family love desplte even serious quarrels, 89;
death in family, 91, 216, 323; interest in family
backgrounds, 99, 102; parental advice, 118; love,
before and after marriage, 120, 123, 128, 138, 148, 183,
196, 255, 389; marriage for money, 31; early married
life, 61; father-in-law llving with couple, 1663
wholesome attitude towards having children, 188; 1lots
of money not essentlal to happy marriage, 191; husband's
inconstancy, 278; and comforting presence of an older,“
understanding person, 363. »

E. Other Problem.~ Discussion of the following

other soclal problems might originate on the pages
referred to: education, 14, 37, 40, 79; religlon, 46,
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56, 104, 151, 165; and war, 197, 207, 222, 226, 237,
257, 260, 266, 282, 290, 309, 326, 333, 344, 351, 358,
379, 388,

F. Dangers in Teachinge~ This novel seems to

contain nothing which might make 1t unsuitable for use

in secondary schools,

2. Ambrose Holt and Family

Glaspell, Susan. Ambrose Holt and Family. New York:

Frederick A. Stokes Company, 1931, Pp. 315.
A. Appearance on Lists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 100, Americana Annuai, New International
Yearbook, American Year Book, Gold Star Iist, American
Iibrary Association Catalog; 17.8.

B. Synthesls of Plot.~- The plot centers

around the struggle of Blossom to overcome the handicap
of this nickname and be accepted as an individual of
some intellect and force by her husband, Lincoln Holt,
business man and poet. She succeeds chiefly through the
sudden arrival in town of her father-in-law, Ambrose
Holt, a likable wandering spirit who had deserted his
wife and son twenty-sevenvyears previouslye.

Ce Critique of Novel.- Ambrose Holt and Family

1s an extremely well-written novel centering around a
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- wife's desire to be more important to her husband
than merely a beautiful, unintellectual ornament.

While reviewers were loud in praise of Ambrose Holt

and Family for its delicacy and beauty, it was criticized

in Forum, Nation, and Times (Tondon) Iiterary Supplement

for being so mechanical as to interfere a bit with the
abllity to convince which a novel should possess.l

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as it is concerned with family
relationships. Among the soclal phenomena suitable as
starting points for class discuaéion of phases of thias
problem, together with page references to the material,
are: feeling that only homely women can think, 8;
treatment of crippled child at home, 10, 68, 188;
unhappiness resulting from both husband and wife
continually sacrifieing, 17; mother-in~law living
wlth family, 29, 71; deserted wife, 30; marriage and
settling down, 33; keeping secrets from husband or
wife, 34, 117; managing husband for his own good,

39, 43, 45, 51; necessity for husband's preserving
self-respect, 92; love continuing after marriage, 196,
198; anger of father at not dominating children, 199;

and joking with serious intent to end a quarrel, 300.

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1931.
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E. Other Problems.- Ambrose Holt and Family

does not contailn material of partieulﬁr significance
to any of the other contemporary soclal studies problems.,

F. Dangers in Teaching.~ There 1s no material

in the novel which would make it unwholesome for

classroom discussion.

3« The Bonney Family

Suckow, Ruthe. The Bonney Familye. New York: Alfred

A. Knopf, 1933. Ppe. 295, _
A. Appearance on Iists.- Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 81, New International Yearbook, American
Year Book, American Library Associatlion Catalog; 1l.5.
Bs Synthesis of Plote- This novel is the

eaccount of the lives of the various members of the
Reverend Mr. Bonney's family as they\matured and
changed their menner of living. The lives of the two
eldest children are outlined in detall; those of the
younger two, twins, are sketched more broadly. The
marriages of some of the children, their cutside
Interests, the death of one in the war, and the death
of the mother of the family were all factors in its
disintegration ws a trend whichVWas conmamatod by

the remarriage of the Mr. Bonney.
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Co Critique of Novel.~ Any author hoping

to treat normal family 1ife adequately must catch

the relatively small problems which are so important
and aggravated in the eyes of those partiecipating.
This, Suckow has been very successful in doing; family
relationships are described with a psychological
verity. Her characterisations, furthermore, are
vitally worked oute It seems unfortunate that whenever
religlon is treated, it is handled in an immature
manner. The impression could be gathered -~ it is

not entirely obvious ~- that religion and learning

are lnconsonant. Generally highly favored by reviewers
for its delicacy, verisimilituds, impersonality, and
objectivity, The Bonney Family was unfavorably

eriticized onlyrbecause of "occasional overemphasis"

(New York Evening Post) and because of & certain

placidity (Saturdgx'ﬁeview).l 7
De Main Probleme- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as it is concerned with family
relationships.v Among the social phenomena suitable
as starting points for class discussion of phases of
this problem, together with page references to the
material, are: the family group, 4; women preparing
meals, 8, 95; grandfolk in the family, 24, 146; the

1

For these and other reviews see Bodk Review

Digest (41), 1928.
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fallure of the younger generation to accept religious
practices of parents, 26, 37; Sunday at home, 34;
famlly's moving, 44; troubles of the adolescent girl
of the family, 51, 57, 177, 184, 190; troubles of

~ the adolescent boy of the family, 15, lé, 37, 73, 76,
97, 99, 107, 116; mnecessity for parent's understending
children's problems, 14, 15, 16, 37, 69, 78, 99, 122,
159; the father as an absolute dictator, 113; 1llness
of a parent, 204; death in the family, 213; breaking
the family by marriage. 215, 218, 231; 1living with
in-laws, 220,v228; daughter sacrifieing to keep house
on death of mother, 206, 238; necessity for adjustment
after marriage, 243; children's resentment at father's

| remarriage, 250, 258; step-pafent relationships, 270}
and parents after children have left them, 275, 281,

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the following

other contemporary problems might origineate on the

pages referred to: economlc security, 24, 156;
religion, 30, 39, 91, 235; education 79, 181; physical
inefficiency, 203; and war, 216, 228, 233, 236, 238,
This novel, since it is set in the Midwest, might also
have been so classed,

F. Dangers in Teaching,- ~With the possible

exception of the skeptical attitude towards religion,
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the novel is entirely wholesome for classroom discussion.

4. The Golden Spike

Dell, Floyd, The Golden Spike. New York: Farrar &
Rinehart, 1934. Pp. 470.

A. Appearance on Lists.-~ Americana Annual,

New International Yearbook, Americen Year Book, Gold

Star Ilst: B8.6.

B. Synthesis of Plot.- The Golden Spike is
the story of the struggle of Harvey Claymore against
the blighting and confining influence on his 1ife of
the Murchison fortune. As a youth his sensitive nature
was made unhappy by his father's subservience to the old
Colonel who, it was vainly hopéd, might will the town
peper to him, its editor. As en adult his marriege
was Influenced by his wife'!s lnability to separate
herself completely from her family's influence. Her
family had inherited the old Colonel's money.

Ce Critique of Novel;- This novel seems to be

a psychologically accurate plicture of the formation and
dissolution of what was potentially an ideal merriage.
The followling 1s a quotation pertaining to The Golden
,§Ei—_ teken from Saturday Review of Literatnre-

, Considering its ingredients...this novel 1s
.disappointing....'The Golden Spike' might have been a
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sharply etched picture of the mind-set of the American
middle classes. Instead 1t is another long, long story
of young love come to grief,

Sharply contrasting to the opinion is the following
high pralse from New Republic:

This is not one of those arid problem novels in
which the characters are cut down to i few abstract
symbolss It is a full, rich bookess.

De Main Problem.~ Thls novel is primarily

of soclal studies significance as 1t is concerned with
the problem of home and the family. Among the soclal
phenomene sultable for discussing phases of this
problem, together with page references to the materlal,
are: famlly broken by parent!s death, 18, 54, 65, 81,
l108; jealousy of elderly people to preserve independence,
47; working to be remembered in will, 51, 76; securing
money for education of children, 90; father'ts sacrifice
for his son, 90, 119, 123; confining influence of old
parents, 122; artistic temperament and marriage, 132;
1llness in family, 136; marriage versus career 171,
245; "path of true love" 247, 249, 292, 299; marriage
for money, 268, 460, 469; ocourtship, 125, 268, 342;
soclal differences between couple, 275; sudden
marriage, 286; divorce, 296, 464, 469; birth control,
297; abortlons, 367; spinsterhood, 321; setting up
housekeeping, 337; marriage‘as a restraint, 349, 449;

I : , :
- For these and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1934.
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desire of husband to be the sole support of the
household; 351; marital quarrels, 356, 430, 459,
462; woman's unreasonableness during pregnancy, 369;
in-laws as a disturbing element, 388, 414; disruption
of marrisge by the sexual frigidlity of one of the palr,
408; Jealousy, 442, 445; and desertion, 45l.

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the

following other contemporary social problems might
originate on the pages indlcated: education, 3, 23,
83, 93, 9'?, 102, 180, 231; war, 71; economlc reform
programs, 106; 109, 210; ‘religion, 299; and government,
427,

F. Dengers in Teaching.- On the basis of

the maturlty of the students in a particular situation,
the teacher will have to declde whether material in
the following passages constitutes an impediment to
his using this novel: birth control, 297; abortions,
357; and frigidity in one of married pair, 408.

5. Heat Lightning

~Hull, Helen., Heat Lightning. New York: Grosset &
| Dunlap, 1932. Pp. 328,

A Appearance on Lists.~ Amerlcana Annual,

New International Yearbook, American Year Book, Ameriecan

Library Associatlon Catalog; 6.9.
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B Synthesis of Plot.- Heat Lightning 1is

an account of the visit home of Amy, a married daughter
of the Westovers. Amy and her husband qﬁarrelled before
she left New York. Gradually as she lived at home |
under the influence of her mother and grandmother, of
the stirring events connected with the bank crash, and
of the famlly difficulties of a divorced aunt, Amy came
to accept a philosophy of marriasge which eclipsed sll
petty strife., When her husband came to her on the
death of the old grendmother, Amy went back to him
resolved to work consciously for the success of her
marriage.

Ce Critigue of Novels.- While the style of

this novel seems at times too trite and at other times

too florid, yet the whole constitutes a sound treatment
of some of the most important phases of family life.

0f the reviewers gquoted in Boék Review Digest the only

unfavorable criticism of this novel comes from New
Republic on the grounds that the author lacks "a depth
to match her skill." The following remarks, however,
are fér more_typicai of the reception the novel met:
"pervading ﬁhe entire book is an electric atmosphere"
(Atlentic Bookshelf); it is told "from a mature,

civilized point of view" (Forum); and 1t offers a
"complexly woven fabric of family 1life" (Satu arday
Review of Literature).

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1932.
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De Mailn Problem.~ This novel 1s primarily

of soclal studies value as it is concerned with the
problem of the family and the home., Among the soclal
phenomena sultable as starting points for class
discussion of phases of this problem, together with
page references to the material, are: feeling towards
homestead, 6; divorce, 7, 9; arrival of baby, 12,
95; grandmother, 14, 19, 91, 99; 1independence of
grandmother, 90, 93, 141; desirable husband and wife
relationships, 37, 61, 84, 132, 158, 195, 198, 296,
299, 319, 325; in-laws, 60, 192; infidelity of
husband, 78, 268; long time vliew of marriage, 98;
marital quarrels, 104, 118, 144; family interference
in iIndividual's affairs, 44, 51, 63, 66, 1l62; family
skeletons, 45, 285; 1lligitimacy, 45; family
responsibilities, 121; fightlng and suspiclon over
“property or money of a dead member of the family, 188,
209, 222, 224, 235, 28B4, 279, 287, 290, 312; jealousy
in the family, 253; and maternal domination of grown
¢hildren, 110, 114. |
‘E.. Other Problemse.~ Discussion of the following

other contemporary soclal problems might originate on
the pages referred to: war, l3; economlc security,

68, 110, 137, 235; and religion, 220, 228, 263.
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F. Dangers in Teaching.- Some explanation

or caution by the teacher might be needed in regard

to the skeptical and materiaslistic religlous concepts
which the author shows on the pages devoted to religion.
The only other possible bar would seem to be the most
velled references to homosexuality on pages 29 and 106.
These are so velled that no curlosity would be aroused

in someone unfamiliar with this phenomenon.,

Summary.- Three of these novels, The Deepening

Stream, Ambrose Holt and Femily, and Heat ILightning,

deal with the problem of husband-wife relationships ==
the first, being the most profound, the second the

most delicate, and the third the most practical. The
Golden Spike 1s concerned with difficulties of a pbor

husband, rich wife marriage. The Bonney Family is a

broad treatment of a wide rangé of the ordinary famlly
problems which, at the moment, seem, and actually are,

of great importance,
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CHAPTER X
PROBLEM OF RACE RELATIONS, EDUCATION, PHYSICAL AND
MENTAL INEFFICIENCY, CRIMINAL AND DELINQUENCY, RELIGION

Introductory Statement.~ Reports on novels

pertinent to five of the sixteen contemporary soclal

problems are grouped in this chapter. Unfinished

Cathedral 1s concerned with the problem of race relations;
Miss Bishop, education; They Came Iike Swallows,

physical inefficiency; The Outward Room, mental
inefficlency; Little Caesar, criminal and delinquency;

and Heaven's My Destination and Green ILight, religion,

le Race Relations - Unfinished Cathedral

Stribling, T« S. Unfinished Cathedral. New York:

Doubleday, Doran & Company, 1934. Pp. 383.

A. Appearance on ILists.~ New International
Yearbook, American Year Book, Americen Library
Association Catalog; 5.0,

B. Synthesis of Plot.- Unfinished Cathedral

  ‘13 the story of the Valden family of Florence, Alabama.

150.
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The head of the family 1s the ninety year old Colonel
Miltiades Vaiden who 1s the outstanding flnancler in
\Florence. He opposes lynching six negroes accused of
rape because the notoriety would interfere with boom
conditions. When he discovers that one of the negroes
| is his own grandson, he hes them spirited away to
enother town for trial. The Colonel's personal
fortune is not lessened by the failure of his banke
Among the secondary characters of interest ls the
Colonel's daughter, Marsan, whose indiscretion with
a fellow high school student is covered up by marriage
to Mr, Petrie., The Colonel's cousin, the Reverend
Jerry Catlin, is the assistant to the minister of the
projected All Souls' Cathedral. Jerry, though in love
with Synda, the Colonel's young wife, marries the
Cathedral organist.
C. Critique of Novel.- Unfinished Cathedral

is a swiftly moving, gripping story evidencing keen
understanding of the Southerner'!s attitude toward the
negro. Especlally does 1its author portray the
shallowness of Southern pride in the protection of
women, a protection which seems to depend on who the
man involved 1s. The lynching spirit and the
irrationality of the Klan type organization are
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portrayed. The naturalistic philosophy of Stribling's
characters and the super-reallism of some of hils
descriptions seem to be efforts towards achieving
popularity rather than artistic soundness. This
novel met a varied response among reviewers. One
extreme is found in this excerpt from Books: "The
drama 1s not personal but soclal, As such, 1t is

admirably worked out." At the other is this selection

from the New York Post: "I am willing to admit that
Mr, Stribling is a remarkéblé example of how far a
writer can go without knowing how to write."t

D. Main Problem.,~ This novel is primarily

of social studies value as it is concerned with the
problem of race relations. Among the social phenomena
sultable as starting points for class discussion of
phases of this problem, together with page references
to the material, are: practice of shooting first when
negroes are lnvolved, 7, 10; rape and the lynch spirit,
34, 50, 184; opposition to lynching purely financial,
57; unconcern for the negro as a person, 64; Klan-
type organization, 66, 68, 124, 141; whites dictating
to judges, 94; white disposition of cases on principle
and without regard to individual's guilt, 95; no ”
Justice in trials, 158; negro organization, 147, 150;

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1934,
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miscegenation, 152, 176, 178; and the Assoclation
for the Betterment of Colored People, 118, 162,
E. 0Other Problems.- Discussion of the

following other contemporary social problems might.
originate on the pages referred fo: religion, 5, 19,
32, 34, 47, 86, 131, 200, 202, 206, 246, 287, 330,
333; Tfamily and home, 230; and economic securlty,
226, 239. The whole novel, moreover, might also have
been classified under the problem of population in the
South.

F. Dangers in Teaching.~ While this novel

is a good presentation of the problem of race
relations in the South, there are some elements which
would make it dangerous to teaeh?éome communities or
wlth younger adolescents, These are the realistic
descriptions of sexual reactions which, thoﬁgh not
found very often, seem calculated to stimilate, cf,
pages 26, 72, 213, 284; the anti~religious, especially
anti-Methodist, tenor of the book in sections referred
to above under religion; and the casualness with
which Marsan accepts and discusses sexual irregularity
and the possibility of an operation to eliminate the
baby expected, 128, 154, 305, 308,
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2. Education -~ Miss Bishop

Aldrich, Bess Streeter. Miss Bishop. New York:

D. Appleton- Century Company, 1933. Pp. 337.
“ A. Appearance on Lists.- American Year Book,

_American Libréry Assoclation Catalog; 3.7
Be Synthesis of Plot.~ MissBishop is the

story of Ella Bishop, English Instructor and teacher,
from the day she entered the first freshman class of
Midwestern College in 1876 to the testimonial dinner
in her honor as she was forced into retirement in the
thirtles of this century. On her graduatiqn from the
college she was invited to join the faculty to teach
grammar; for over fifty years she continued teaching
freshman English as the college came into increasing
prominence, while at the same time her non-professional
life was devoted to service to others -- especially
to Hope whom she reared as if her own and to Gretchen,
Hope's chlld, who came to live with Ella while she
attended Midwestern.

Coe Critique of Novel.~ The book is definitely

interesting. The character of Miss Bishop 1s well
drawn and convineing., Although at times the pitfalls

set before some of the characters seem to spring up
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- & blt melodramatically, yet this is a minor flaw,.

The traglc element is real enough; the author handles
the pathos grippingly. One of the guaintly humorous
passages 1is concerned with the moral problems involved
in the question of whether ponderous "bloomers" were
sufficlently decent attire for girls playing basketball.:

Psychologically accurate descriptions of boﬁh the

shyness of a sensitlve youth and the force of jealousy

are noteworthy. Revlewers generally hailed the book

with such terms as "annals of a qulet and useful life
against a background of simple reality" (Christian
Century); "a sincere tribute to real teachers" (Christian
Sclence Monitor); and "finely treated with a &uiet

simplicity and a sensitive understanding.‘.absorbing...
at times deeply moving." (Times [Iondoq) Literary
Supplement). »

‘De Main Problem.- This novel is chiefly of

~social studies value as it is concerned with the problem
of education. Among the soclal phenomena suitable as
starting points for class discussion of phases of this

problem, together with pages references to the material,

1
?4?0 148 ]

For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1933.
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are: launching a college and the old curriculun,
Chapter I; older graduation exerclses, 42; teaching
as a vocétion, 102; treating puplls as individuals,
128; qualifications of a college president,134;
characteristics of a college teacher, 138; mneed for
degrees to teach, 140; the‘sorority or fraternity
in college life, 263; teachers doing their own grading,
’265; and present-day emphasls on soclial life at
college, 271.

E. Other Problems.~ Discussions of the

problem of home and the family, especially the question
of marriage as opposed to careers for women, recur
throughout the entire book. Mﬁterial for class
dlscussion of war may be found on pages 152, 154, and

256.
F. Dangers in Teaching.~ There is nothing in

thls novel agalnst which the adolescent reader need be

cautlioned.,

Ss Physical Inefficiency-- They Came ILike Swallows

Maxwell, William, They Came Ilke Swallows. New York:

Harper & Brothers, 1937. Pp. 267.

A. Appearance on ILists.~ Americana Annual,

American Year Book, American Iibrary Association

Booklist Books, 5.6.
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By Synthesis of Plot.~- It is almost

incorrect to speak of a plot to They Came Like Swallows.

Rather things just happen to a family group. Chief
among the occurrances 1s the epidemic of Spanish flu
which swept over the country after the war. All
members of the Morison family were stricken, but to

the mother, the flu, followed by double pneumonla in
conjunction with weakness from childbirth, meant death.

Ce Criti@pe of Novel.~ A mere outline of events

in this novel as glven abowe 1s totally inadequate for
conveying any of its great charm. The characters are
completely drawn; the relationship between the various
members of the famlily group ls vividly represented.
This novel 1s praised in Books for giving dignity and
individuallity and meaning to the everyday life of a
family. It seems most accurately evaluated in the

Times (London) Literary Supplement when it is called

a "nice'rather’than an especlally moving or otherwise

impressive plece of work "t

Ds Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies value as 1t 1s concerned with the
problem of physical inefficliency. Among the social
phenomena sultable as starting poihﬁs for class

discusslion of phases of this problem, together with
1

For this and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1937. -
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ﬁage references to the material, are: the epidemic
of Spanish flu: Iits nature, 20, its sudden arrival,
97, 185, 241, 1ts contagiousness, 121, 123, the
neceéaity for avoiding crowds, 108, 211, the need for
closing schools and churches, 127, 183, 1ts effect,
193, death from it, 204; boy with amputated leg, 29,
113, 131, 146; tuberculosis, 195; and Infirmity of
the aged, 2l4.

E. Other Problems.~ Diliscussion of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: <family and the home, 6, 12, 21,
27, 47, "2, 82, 137, 142, 182, 262; war, 86; and
religion, 253,

Fe. Dangers in Teaching.~ The novel has nothing

in 1t which would make it unsuitable for secondary
education although some people might term indelicate
‘Mrs. Morison's reference to her new son as another

"veeing boy.”1

4. Mental Ineffilcliency =~ The Outward Room

Brand, Millen. The Outward Room. New York: Simon

and Schuster, 1937. Pp. 309.

A. Appearance on ILlsts.- Americana Annual,

1
P. 229.
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New International Yearbook, American Year Book; 4.2.

Be Synthesis of Plot.~ The Outward Room is

the story of a girl who achlieved complete sanity after
having been seven years in an institution. Her mind
had snapped when she had seen her brother violently
killed, The years of treatment in an asylum had been
completely ineffective. When she escaped to New York,
however, became interested in living, and found herself
deeply in love, her trouble cleared up.

Ce Critique of Novel.- This novel, as far as

can be judged by the inexpert, has achieved genuine
verisimilitude, The characters are definitely
appealing. The author, furthermore, has avoided the
mistake, so common in hovelé dealing with abnormal
characters, of burfying the story in a superfluity of
detall., No specific flaws were found in the work by
the reviewers quoted in Book Review Digeste. On the

contrary, they were loud in their pralse of it. The
following quotation from the Chicego Daily Tribune

seem to typify their opinions:1

'The Outward Room' i1s one of the tensest novels
readers have been given for a long time, terribly tense,
and yet strangely and beautifully simple. It is a love
story, told with few and unadorned words; it is the

1 o , ;
For thls and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1937. '
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story of one human being's emergence into life from
death; 1t is the story of poverty ungrudgingly
accepted, of the simple things of life made joyful
by being shared.

De Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of social studies value as it is concerned with mental
inefflclency. Among the social phenomena suitable as
starting polnts for class discuss;on of phases of this
problem, together wlth page references to the material,
are: life in an asylum, 3, é, 47, 172; actions of
~the insane, 7; psychoanalysis, 20; plan to escape,
45, 533 1insanity as a bar to marriage, 169, 298;
feeling of an lmpending return of insanity, 266; and
cure of some types by actual living, 309.

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the

followlng other contemporary soecial problems might
originate on the pages referred to: modern industry,
165, 194, 210, 241,243, 262, 295; economic security
104, 153, 198, 205, 214, 228, 240, 246; and family
and the home, 149, 150, 169, 221.

F. Dangers in Teaching.~ The two principal

characters lived together as man and wife although

they postponed the ceremony until sure the insanity

would not return. Teachers may want to point out that,
~while the fact is accepted, 1t is not thereby condoned.

- Teachers, moreover, should read the accounts of the
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embraces on pages 166 and 272; relatively few will
find them too realistically deseribed,

5. Criminal and Delinquency -- Little Casesar

Burnett, We R. Iittle Caesar. New York: Iiterary

Guild of Amerlea, 1929, Pp. 308.
A. Appearance on Listse.~ Americena Annual,

New International Yearbook, American Year Book; 4.2.

Be Synthesis of Plot.- ILittle Caesar is the

story of the rise and fall of Cesare Bandello, known
as Rico. Starting from a position as lieutenant to
Sam Vettorl, Rico rlses, through his hardness, until
he becomes the bilggest man in the Chicago rackets short
of the politliclans at the head., His fall starts when
one of the gang turns state!s witnéss and all are
arrested but Rlco who escapes. The misery of belng a
nobody causes him to reveal his identity during a
quarrel and to go back to racketeering in Toledo.
After hls identity 1s disclosed by the men to whom he
had revealed it, Rico is slailn by the police as he
attempts to escape.

Ce Critique of Novel.- This is typical gangster

material, and as such,much of it seems trite. Further-

more the style of the book 1s the racy, jerky style
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which 1s never associated with the best in literature,
The language of the novel at times is artificially
Shocking. The women in the book seem always to be
clad in a negligee or & Japanese kimono. Yet in its
classification the novelyranks as the best published
during the ten years covered by this investigation, and
certainly racketeering is a phase of Américaﬂ me tro-

| politen 1life which, though diminished in importance
with the repeal of prohibition, is still a significant
contemporary problem. The treatment is interesting
and full of action. The characters are apparently
psychologlcally accurate portrayals of men atri#ing to

acquire power. Iittle Caesar was generally praised

by reviewers as "arresting attention" (Bookman); "the
- most important novel of the post-waruunderwd;d‘thaﬁ

has ever been published." (Books); and "A merciless

unsentimental yarn of Ghicago facketeers.ﬁl The

reviewers quoted'in Book Review Digest had no

unfavorable criticism of the novel.

D. Main Probleme.- The novel is primarily of

soclal studies value as it is concerned with the problem
of crime and delinquency, Among the social phenomena

_ sultable as starting points for élass discussion of
phases of this pfoblem; together with page references

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review Digest
- (41), 1929.
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to the material, are: Ifixing government officisals,
10, 209, 299; the tragedy to the mothers of gangsters,
' 26, 99; nervous strain during and after crime, 45, 50,
81, 194, 272, 292; one crime leading to another to
cover up, 54, 80; lust for power, 67, 2935 -- the
expression of that desire through hatred of slights,
70, flashiness of dress, 124, 150, pride in imitating
the wealthy, 205, desire for a library, though perhaps
composed of mock books, 208; impossibility of with-
drewing from a rackett, 150, 165; the collapse on
~arrest, 223; the prevalence of the double cross, 246;
and ordering guns from factories, 300.
E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the following

other contemporary social problems might originate on
the pages referred to: government, 209, 299; and
home and family, 26, 99.

Fe Dangers in Teaching.~ While this novel 1s

~ interesting; 1s appealing to adoleécent readers, and
is & good treatment of a contemporary problem, teachers
wlll have to decide about the importance in their
situation of two dangers. There is, first, the danger
of offending certain groups: Jeﬁs, because of remarks
_about a Jewish gangster, 188, 185; and Catholics,
 because of a careless identification of Cathollcs and
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and gangsters in such a remark as Sam's, page 249.

The other danger is of too ugly a realism in language
as exemplified by the goddam, 11, bastard,l32, and

for God'!s sake, 41, and in references to the gangster!s

women, 61, 134, 287, 293,

6e Religion-- Heaven's My Destination

Wilder, Thornton. Heaven's My Destination. New York:

Herper & Brothers, 1935, Pp. 304.
A. Appearance on Listse.~ Dickinson Best Books

of the Decade 132, Americana Annual, New»International
Yearhook, American Year Book, American Library
Association Catalog; 13.4. |

B. Synthesis of Plot.- Heaven's My Destination

1s the humorous story of a young man who, after adopting
a narrow and emotlonal type of religlon, attempts the
conversion of the world as he travels around selling
textbooks to educatlonal institutions. Experience
finally causes him to turn from his very emotlional type
faith to no falth at all. Next he arrives at a broader
and more intellectualized belief; as the ngvsl ends
he 1s again crusading. _

C. Critiquée of Novel.- This novel is riotously

funny and at the same time has the extremely serious
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basis of & young man striving to solve some of the
most knotty philosophical problems of the day. Reviewers

generally pralsed thls book of Wilder. It is mailntalned
in the Boston Transcript that it is a social document

as "engrossing as 1t is controversial, despite its

exaggeratiohs....“ Shuster, writing for Commonweal,

attributes to 1t a verity "not of observation merely
but of interpretation." He feels the acld criticism
good for the soul of the mature reader. One or two
reviewers feel the story too lightly sketched or too
crass.t

De Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

social studies significance\as 1t 1s concerned with the

prdblem of religlon. Among the soclal phenomena suitable
- as starting points for class discussion of phases of

this problem, together with page references to the

material, are: over-zealousness, 1, 4, 18; narrowness

of some religions, 18, 52, 88, conversion, 36, 261,

religious antipathies to evolution, 39; and to clgarettes,

39; confesslon, 110; spiritualism, 158; pacifism,

169, 252; and realization df the existence of trouble

in world, 191.

E. Other Problems.~ Discussion of the following

other contemporéry soclal problems might originate on

-1
For these and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1935. '
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the pages referred to: family and the home, 33, 38;
educgtion, 50; economic security, 68; government,
133; eand race relations, 233.

F. Dangers in Teaching.~- MNMuach of the humor

of the novel is definitely reminiscent of Rabelals or
Tristam Shandy; thls makes the book probably unsultable

- for most adolescents. Then, too, members of relatively
emotional religious sects whose children happened to be

in a class reading Heaven's My Destination undoubtedly

would take offense. The visit of the young hero to a
bawdy house, albeit humorously treated, probably makes
the novel definitely unsuitable for nearly all secondary
school situations.

7« Religion -~ Green Light

Douglas, Lloyd C. Green Light. Boston: Houghton
| Mifflin Company, 1935. Pp. 326.

A. Appearance on Lists.~ Americana Annual,

American Year Book, Gold Star List, American Library
Assoclation Catalog; 10.0. ‘ _
B. Synthesis of Plot.~- Green Light is the story

of the acquisition of a philosophlic and religlous per-
~spective of life by a group of people each of whom was
weighted down by his own apparently engulfing trouble.
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Thelr refreshed outlook came from contact with Dean
Harcourt of Trinity Cathedral, who was convinced from
his own experiences that broubles and reverses, whether
personal or nationa;,werevthe means by which individuals
" and civilization in general gradually improved in
accordance with Devine planning.

C. Critigue of Novel.- Green Light, besides
being interesting from the point of view of plot and

characters, has something important to say; and it
1s sald convineingly. Its message is religious, it
is non-seétarian even though the Dean happens to be
Anglican, and it is the type of méterial of which real
education should be made. Reviewers disagreed sharply
in their reception of Green Light. In the chicago

Dally Tribune is found the claim that the work escapes

that "dripping sentimentality that makes many readers
jeer at most books of cheer." The reviewer for the

New York Times, while conceding the book's optimism

and good feeling, terms i1t "mawkish, badly written and
full of saccharine platitudes."! Concerning the
platitude charge, 1t should be remembered that the
most fundamental philosophic truths have all been

uttered previously; therefore, they seem trite.

1

For these and other revliews see Book Revliew Digest
(41), 1935, ' ,
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D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily of

soclal studies value as it is concerned with the
problem of religion. Among the social phenomens
sultable as starting points for class discussions of
phases 6% this problem, together with page references
to the material; are: possible glandular bases for
religious feelings, 26; philosophical exposition of
the smallness of trouble in the general progress of
humanity, 41, 54, 53, 214, 310; rational versus
emotional religion, 46; moral transgressions, 53;
religlous service, 95, 155; feeling of order in the
cosmos,.lss; religious life in a convent (Anglicsn),
189; immortallity, 159, 165, 171; and religious view
of evolution, 176.

' E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the

followling other contemporary social problems might
originate on the pages referred to: government, 77;

~physical inefficiency, 109; and economic security,
145,

F, Dangers in Teaching.- The novel is

perfectly suited for secondary séhool use with two
possible exceptions. If the community is so sectarian

the chief influence in the book 1s that of an Aﬁglican
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dean may meke its use undesirable. Another possible -
danger may lie in Dean Harcourt's employing the
theory of evolution to illustrate his philosophy of
1ife, p. 176.

Summarye.-~ While lacking many of the
characteristics of great literature, Unfinished

Cathedral succeeds in focusing attention on fundamental
problems of race relations. Miss Bishop is especlally

relevant to education at the college level. Th y _Came
Like Swallows and The Outward Room are concerned with

the ravages of an Influenza epidemic and mental

disease respectively. Iittle (aesar presents material

from which significant discussion of the problem of

crime and delinquency should arise. Heaven's My

Destination is the more enjoyable and Green Iight

the more profound of the two novels dealing with
religion.
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CHAPTER XI
PROBLEM OF GOVERNMENT, ECONOMIC REFORM PROGRAMS, WAR

Introductory Statement.~ In this chapter are

grouped reports of novels dealing'with the problems
of government, economlc reform programs, and war
because all three are, to some extent, interrelated.

It Can!t Happen Here, Ward Eight, Dear Senator, and

Rich Man Poor Men pertain primarily to government;
Boston and In Dublous Battle, to economic reform

programs; and Within This Present, 'It's A Great

War,! and God Have Mbréy on Us, to war.

1. Government -~ It Can't Happen Here

Lewls, Sinclair. It Can't Happen Here. New Yorks

Doubleday, Doran & Company, 1936. Pp. 458.
A. Appearance on Iists.- Dickinson Best

Books of the Decade 132, AmericanaAnnual, New B
International Yearbook, American Year Book, Gold
Star List, American Iibrary Association Catalog, 17.8.

170.
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Be Synthesis of Plot.- It Can't Happen Here

is a loglcally constructed account of the edvent of
dictatorship in the Unlted States. Steps in 1ts
comlng were the rise of powerful demagogued%dthe
election to the presidency of one of these on Qnti-
Jewlsh, anti-negro, and anti-Supreme Court planks.
The reduction of the powers of Congress came with
the inauguration of the new president. The
militarization of his uniformed supporters, the
manhandling of those dissenting from the President's
methods, the redistricting of the nation to do away
with state lines, the complete domination of the
meansvof communication, the formation of a Department
of BEducation to propagandize, the institution of
concentration camps, and the slaying of political
enemles soon followed. Doremus Jessup, however,
fought on, and by the end of the”book a revolution
in the Midwest gave hope of some improvement.

C. Critique of Novel.- Genuine cleverness,

fine humor, biting sature, and profound significance
are all evidenced in It Can't Happen Hbré._ Perhaps

the characterizations are not too detailed; but the
whole is interesting and thought~provoking. Thils
investigator tends to agree with the reviewer for the
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Boston Transcript who writes of Lewls! work in

this novel:l

But his distinguished rage and intolerance
are exerclsed just as heavily on complacent capitalism
as on fanatic Fascism, as heavily on dogmatic
Cormmnlists as on blustering 'patriots.! He sees and
expresses finely the qualities of human liberty,
and perticularly those which we choose to think
are best realized in the American people.

The novel was criticlzed by some for its length,
1ts lack of characterlzation, and its slavish
transcription of German history.

D. Main Problem.~ This novel is primarily

of soclal studies significance as it is concerned
with the problem of government, Among the social
phenomena from which discussion of phases of this
problem might originate, together with page
references to the materisl, are: foreign policiles,
3, 290; freedom of speech, 9, 12, 30, 165, 263,
204, 390; freedom of press, 176, 218, 230, 314,
329, 386, 445; raclal intolerance, 13, 52, 70, 76,
119, 190, 191; paternal dictatorships, 20, 46, 753
characteristics of political candlidates, 33; the
pollitical boss, 34; demagogues, 39, 50, 70, 118;
political conventilons, él; political campalgns,
84, 94, 104; lack of appeal in intelligent platforms,

1l
For this and other reviews see Book Review Digest
(41), 1935.
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101; buying Congress, 125; reorganization in"dis-
tricts," 173; abolition of partiles, 186; department
of educétion, 157, 202, 249, 350; trial without
Jury, 236; wholesale éxecutiona, 248, 343, arrest
without charge, 243; and breakup of dictatorships,
409, 414, 415, 447.

| E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the

following other contemporary soclal problems might
originate on the pages indlcated: economic reform
programs throughout mich of the book, but especially
19, 46, 109, 130, 190, 246; communication, 39, 50,
1eé5, 167, 176, 188, 195, 199, 201, 299, 319, 343,
423, 411; economic securlty, 126, 189; conservation,
134; religion, 145; education, 157, 202, 249, 350,
449; and war, 445.

F. Dangers in Teaching.- Teachers consldering

using this novel should read the following sections

to see whether anything in them makes the book
unsultable: velled references to homosexuality which
would mean nothing to anyone unfamiliar with the problem
and which are in no way revealing to anyone who is,

114, 205, 315, 428; a flippant attltude towards
promisculty expressed by a young female, 151, 153,

333, and a tolerant attitude to a non-too innocent
affair of the aging Doremus, 327, 329.
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2+ Government -- Ward Elght

Dineen, Joseph F. Ward Eight. New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1936. Pp. 329,

A. Appearance on Lists.- New International
Yearbook, American Year Book, Gold Star List, American
Iibrary Assoclation Catalog; Dede v

Be. Synthesis of Plot.~- Ward Eight,acccrding

to the author's foreword, is the story of a place and
the people in"it. The place, furthermore, might be
the slums of any American c¢ity, but it happens to be
historic Boston. Apparently it is the story of Big
Tim O'Flaherty, the son of immigrant Irish green-
horns, who rose through ward polities to the position
of Attorney-General df Massachusetts. Actually it
1ls the story of the ward-boss Hughie Donnelly who
completely controlled the lives of his political
subordinates from their landing in the United States
until their death. It was through conflict with
Donnelly that Big Tim rose; with Donnelly's death
Big Tim and the organization collapsed.

C. Critique of Novel,- Ward Eight is not

a great novel. The éiement of plot is negligible.
The work could best be described as biographical
fiction. It 1s, however, a complete description
of city politiecs; gnd i1t shows an understanding
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of the complexitles of the problems involved.
Illustrative of the praise with which reviewers
hailed Ward Eight are the following comments:

Dineen has portrayed s figure "who has had, and
still has, hia counterpart in~évery city of the
East"; and "As a novel playing a searchlight on
the Americanvpolitical scene, 'Ward Eight! is a
knowing and interesting study.l

D. Main Problem.- This novel is primarily

of soclal studies value as is concerned with the
problem of government. Among the social phenomena
suitable as'starting polnts for class discussion
of phases of this problem, together with page
references to the material, are: ward bosses, 2,
21, 35, és, 118, 143, 180, 202, 228, 241, 288,
308; political henchmen, 37; political quarrels,
64; elections, 68; controlling the #ote, 69, 71,
73; controlling botﬁ party organizatioﬁs, 145;
campalgns, 158; 209; ineffectiveness of oratory
in leglslatures, 172; control of admissions to
bar, 175; throwing electiona 228; control of
draft board, 255; praying for protectioh to
politiclans during prohibition, 247, 264; and
political control of press, 304.

1 ,
- FPor these and other reviews see Book Review

Digest (41), 1936.
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E, Other Problems.~ Discussion of the

following other contemporary éqcial‘problems'might
originate on the pages referred to: Immigrants 2,
29, 40, 62, 89, 118, 300; education (parochial),
10, 41, 52, 57, 114; family and home, 21, 276, 280;
war, 236; and religion, 276, 280, 322,

F. Dangers in Teaching.~ The fact that the

characters are all Cathollcs might; in some quarters,
make the novel precarious teaching. The novel in

no other way is unsuitable for general usee.

3. Government =~ Dear Senator

Huston, McCready. Dear Senator. Indianapolis:

Bobbs~Merrill Company, 1928. Pp. 335«
A. Appesrance on Iists.- New International

Yearbook, Gold Star List; 5.7.
B. §jnthe813'of Plote~ This 1s the story

of the deterioration of the character of Danlel
Scott Meredith as he became more and more successful
in politics. As a young man just about to start up
a law practice which did not appeal to him, he
proved himself a geherous, chivalrous sort. As he
became gradually more succéssful and consequently

more deeply enmeshed in politiecs, he married
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without love, took to drinking heavily, and

génerally relaxed his standards of right and wrong.

As far as the solid pleasures of liﬁing go, Dan

found himself least successful when he achleved

his desire to be the youngest Unlted StateSVSenator.
C. Critique of Novel.- The technigue of

having this story told in the first person by a

newspaper man glves the story added charm. Huston
evidences a thorough understanding of the‘wbrkings
of politics in the govermment of this country; he
furnishes abundant material for discussion of the

most significant problems involved., Elmer Davis

writing in the Saturday Review of Ilterature has
this high praise for Dear Senator: ;

Here 1s a novel that ought to be a required
textbook in civies in every school 1n the United .
States., Under a screen of fiction, 1t gives the
best account known to this reviewer of the way
this country 1s actually governed at the present
day, and of the sort of men who govern it.es.

In both New Republic and New Statesman the novel was

criticized =~ in the first for lack of interplay of
character, and In the second for lack of vitality.l
De Main Problem.~ The novel 1is primarily

of social studies value as 1t 1s concerned with the

1 S L o
For these and other reviews, see Book Review
Digest (41), 1928,
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the problem of government. Among the social
phenomena suitable as starting points for class
discussion of phases of this problem, together with
page references to the material, asre: political
bosses, 51, 85, 93, 254; requirements for candidates
for office, 53, 85, 87, 96; characteristics of
successful politiclans, 14, 58, 62, 96, 110, 126,
131, 149, 162, 169, 204, 320; good qualities often
a liability for success in politics, 218, 222;
political conventions, 65, 98, 100, 102, 109, 114;
importance of party regularity, 9; necessity for
geﬁeralities to become politically auecessful, 96,
99; machine polities, 127, 143, 168, 178, 235, 250,
304; religion in politics, 133; irrelevancies as
vital campaign issues, 175; political comtrol of
press, 203, 269; Republican and Democratic backe
grounds, 215; throwing elections, 220; politiecal
entertaining, 254; cost of being elected, 115,
268, 309, 310; tendency to develop loose consciences
about graft, 252, 280; and voters'! lack of interest
in good government, 282, o |

E. Other Pfoblems.- Dlscussion of the

following other contemporary Speial problems might

originate on the pages referred to: war, 18;
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religion, 164, 253; and economlc security, 207, 213.
F. Dangers in Teaching.- This novel contalns

nothing which would seem to militate against its

use in secondary schools.

4., Government -~ Rich Man Poor Man

Fairbenk, Jenet Ayer. Rich Man Poor Man. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1936. Pp. 626.

A, Appearancé on Lists.~ New International

Yearbook, Gold Star List; 5.7.
Be Synthesis of Plote Rich Man Poor Man

1s a blographical account of the life of Hendricks
Courtlandt Smith, Jr., from the Bull Moese'campaign
of 1912 through his marriage to a Kansan woman
suffragette, his acceptance of a Chicago newspaper
Job after refusing to work in his father's bank,
his wife's continued interest in the suffrage
movement, his enlistment in the war, an affair with
a woman in France whilch, wheﬁ 1t was confessed to
his wife, broke up his marriage, his success in the
banking business after the war, his wife's divorce
from him, and his second marriage to one of his

own set.
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C. Critique of Novel.- While this novel
is long, 1t never fails to hold interest. It is,

moreover, an excellent source of material for class
discussion of three contemporary problems, that of
government, under which it has been classified,
war, and famlly and the home. In contrast to
unfavorable criticism in the New York Times is the

reaction, more typlcal of reviewers in'general,

found In Saturday Review of Literature:

Mrs. Falrbanks knows her Chicago ....She
has a feeling for essentlal detall in a politiecal
meeting.e.s.And she has, in this long novel, done a
remarkable job.l

D. Maln Problem.~ This novel is primarily

of soclal studles value as it is concerned with the
problem of government. Among the soclal phenomena
sultable as starting points for class discusslion of
phases of this problem; together with page references
to the material, are: political conventions, 2, 17,
22, 34, 380, 383; primaries for delegates, 13;
influence of interests in pollitics, 13; selfishness
of politicians, 33; rights of people in politica,
13, 60; woman aufrrage;'71, 224, 518; financing
candidates, 81; political promises, 109; political
campaign#,}lsg, 175; ward bosses, 177; election

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest {41), 1936.
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night, 181; effect of'politieal activities on

jobs, 189; political creed of wealthy, 375;

political methods, 544; and political machines, 607,
E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the

following other contemporary problems might originate
on the pages referred to: family and the home, 130,
147, 161, 187, 217, 222, 229, 234, 271, 430, 528, 531,
554, 590, 615; war, 273, 285, 301, 312, 329, 348,
359, 369, 392, 393, 396, 402, 409, 414, 424, 444,
473, 520, 537; crime and delinquency, 196; urban
1life, lower classes 202, and upper classes, 207,
240, 259, 270, 534; Ilmmigrants, 275; and economic
reform programs, 579, 598,

F. Dangers in Teaching.~ There is nothing

in the novel making it unwholescme for classroom
usee. The illiclt affair during the war is delicately
handled. The matter of the divorce is merely stated
with no prépagandizing in favor of 1te. The fact of
divorce can not be blinked in the claésroom; a

dl scussion of the morals or soclological oughtness

of divorce, however, may be too controversial. This
novel does not force such a discussion on the

teacher,
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5. Economic Reform Programs -- Boston

Sinclair, Upton. Boston. New York: Albert &
Charles Boni, 1928, Pp. XX £ 756.
A. Appearsnce on ILists.- Dickinson Best

Books of the Decade 81, New International Yearbook,
Americsn Year Book, American Library Assoclation
Catalog; 12e.1. |

B, Synthesis of Plot.- This is the story

of Sacco and Vanzettl, their backgrounds, the detalls
of their trials, the lntrigues connected with them,
and their ultimate electrocution. Contrasted to
them and thelr fate 1s the story of the banking
Thornwells, their backgrounds, their misdeeds, and
their acquittal; The llnk between the two 1s
grandmother Thornwell, who runs eway on the death

of her hmsband, lives as an ordlnary worker in a
cordage factory, becomes intimate with Vanzettl,

and leads the defense of the two anarchists.

C. Critique of Novel.~ In his "Preface"

Sinclair terms this a "contemporary hisiorical novel."
It 1s an effort at history, he claims, in so far as
1t concerns characters bearing historical names;

it 1s fictitious wherever the characters bear
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fictitious names. He further maintains that he
has not written a brief for the Sacco-Vanzetti
defense., He has tried to be an historian. It is
the feeling of this reviewer, however, that the
author's partisanship, expressed in his hatred of
the capitélistic system, is obvious., The work,
though, contains a wealth of significaht material
which must not be ignored if education is to mean
anything. He polnts out actual abuses, the
correction of which must be attempted by edﬁcation;
he seems sentimental 1f he thinks that Vanzetti's
advocacy of nOIQOVerﬁﬁént is practicable, In §ég§g
this novel is pralsed for its fine character
portrayals; in the New York Evening Post it 1s

condemmed on the grounds that Sinclalr falls to
create real characters. In Books 1t is called
great history; in Saturday Review of Literaturs,

propaganda., In the New York Times it 1s termed an

effective historical novel and is praised for its
form and style; in Saturday Review of ILiterature
it is called worthless from the point of view of

art. All seem to concede its socialogical and

governmental significance, however. .

1 :
~ For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1928. ‘
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D. Main Problem.~ This novel 1s.primar11y

of social studies significance as 1t is concerned
with the problem of economic reform programs. Among
the social phenomena sultable as starting polnts for
class disdussion of phases of thls problem, together
with page references to the material, are: general
causes of dlssatlsfaction with present system, 37,
4z, 45, 57, 58, 63, 65, 80, 121, 158, 169, 170, 272,
236, 279, 674; unfalrness of judiclary in labor
cases, 294, 378, 383, 386, 401, 470, 481, 555, 559,
678; unions as solution to troubles, 57, 60;
soclalistic remedy, 60, 70, 420; commmnistic
solution,154, 206; anarchistic ldeal, 59, 65, e,
78, 88, 100, 154, 194, 233, 328, 349, 460, 536, 7723
strikes as means of securing results, 65, 68, 73,
78, 80, 495; and suppression of other doctrines
than'those of untrammeled capitalism, 65, 158, 169,
170, 177, 179, 187, 206, 207, 236, 279, 674.

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the

following other contemporary social problems might
originate on the pages indlicated: family and thb
home, 2, 5, 9, 29, 107, 109, 229, ‘306,. 467, 511;
modern industry, 45, 46, 55, 60, 63, 65, 73, 18, 80,
483, 495, 498, 503, 505; war, 115, 120, 130, 136,
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146, 166, 202; government, 170, 190, 212, 243,
247, 297, 302, 303, 336, 482, 494, 504, 517, 519,
522, 530, 606, 625, 666, 674, 735; immigrants,
198, 199, 441; religion, 85, 90, 149, 187, 395,
486, 548, 660, 677, 724; and throughout the entire
book ocecurs material pertinent to the problems of
urban 1ife, both upper and lower classes.

F. Dangers in‘Teaching.- There will be

situations where discussion of any‘material‘on
economic reform will be frowned on, Organized
religion is not spared in this work. Especially
will Catholics find offense in much 6f the materlal
referred to under religion above. It would seem
that Cathoiicism 1s the pet hatred of Sinclair,
standing second only to capitalism with which it

is linked. A restoration of balanced outlook by

the teacher, hcwever, would put these matteés in a
more proper prospective, for the book is significant

materlial for education.

6. Economlc Reform Programs -- In Dubious Battle

Steinbeck, John., In Dublous Battle., New York:
 Covici-Friede, 1936.

A. Appearance on Lists. - Americana Annual,
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New International Yearbook, American Year Book; 4.2.
Be Synthesis of Plot.- In this novel

Steinbeck recounts the difficulties of two Communist
Party members in organizing and keeping alive a
strike among the"migratory workers of California's
apple country. Work at Party headquarters, riding
freights, becoming trusted by the workers, clever
agltation, fighting vigilantes, and struggling
against the pressure of unsympathetic police and
press are all detalled in the work. |

C. (Critique of Novel.- Despite the impression

which a synopsis of the story gives, this is not
merely an actlon story of the obvious type. Instead
the author seems to grasp the fundamental workings |
of mob actlon, the strength as well as the great
weaknesses of the Party workers, and the massiveness
of the opposition they battle. While the story is
‘ugly in spots and the phraseology at times vulgar,

1t can not be said to be pornographic. In Du§iuus

Battle was praised by nearly all revliewers quoted
in Book Review Digest in the highest tones. The

only unfavorable criticisms are found inbnatién
where 1t is held tedious, in Boston Transcript

where the ending 1s felt to be unsatisfactory, and
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in Spectator where 1t is thought to be overly vivid.l
D. Main Problem.~ This novel is primarily

of social studies significance as 1t is concerned with
the problem of economic reform programs. Among the
soclal phenomena sultable as starting points for
class discussion of phases of this problem, together
with page references to the materlal, are: the
Communist Party (theory and practice), 13, 15, 25,
30, 35, 36, 39, 161, 204, 206, 279, 282, 290, 301,
315, 326, 335, 337. 342; physical dangers in labor
battles, 13, 15, 160, 276; party members, 24, 29;
raising ruction for greater ends, 36; desire for
tough strikes, 38; 1lists of sympathizers, 49;

police use of vaé;ancy charge, 54; agltating, 70,
79, 86, 107, 126, 230, 251, 320; bribing labor to
turn spy, 92; the strike, 124, 132, 138, 154, 165,
175, 191; framed charges, 170; vigilantes, 171,
176, 253; blacklists, 184, picketing, 186; attitude
of employers, 252; and the mob spirit, 320, 322,
324.

E. Other Problems.- So much material on

modern industry is included throughout this novel
that 1t might also have been classed as & novel
dealing with that problem. Discussion of the

1
For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1936.
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followlng other contemporary soclal problems
might originate on the pages indicated: economic
security, 37, 75, 103; and commnication, 289, 297.

F. Dangers in Teaching.- Teachers considering

using this novel should read the followlng material
to see whether any of it makes such use undesirable:
attacks on the American Legion, 32, 38; description
of the birth of a child, 52: and labor agitator's
feelings toward women, 44. The vulgar phraseoloéy
often employed would seem to constitute the only
other possible bar,

7 War -- Within This Present

Barnes, Margaret Ayer. Within Thls Present. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1933. Pp. 61ll.
A. Appearance on Lists.- Dickinson Best

Books of the Decade 88, Americana Annual, New

International Yearbook, American Year Book, Gold

Ster List, American Library Assoclation Catalog; 17.8.
Be Synthesis of Plot.- Thils is the story

of Sally Sewall MacLeod during two critical periods
of current times, 1916-1919, the war perlod, and
1928~1933, the helght and crash of post-war prosperity.
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During the first, Sally was suddenly married to Alan
MacLeod when, in the fervor of the times, he enlisted.
Alan survived the war; her brother Sem died of
meningitis in Europe. Alan went into the Sewall-
MacLeod bank and settled down to work and rearing a
'family. The second period found the Sewall-MacLeod
fortunes rapidly expanding, but Alan was restless.
He buried his restlessness in financial matters as
his friend Tim buried his in bootlegging. The
crash caught the Sewall-MecLeod bank; a hijacker _
killed Tim. The depression, however, did repair the
strained relations between Sally gﬁd_her husband.

Ce Critique of Novele.~ In Within This Present

Barnes has written a novel which is highly stimulating
to thought on such a variety of matters as war,

urban upper class life, economic security, family

and the home, modern industry, and crime. Beside
being stimulating, the work is, for the most part,
definitely interesting; it does seem, though, that

1t could have been compressed somewhat without in

any way lessening its significance. “All reviewers
quoted in Book Review Digest wholeheartedly approve

of thls novel. Their~épproval seems best typified
by these words from Forum, "A very entertaining novel
more substantial than most,\and as toplcal as a

newspaper nl
1 -

For this and other reviews see Book Review Dmgesb
(41), 1933.
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De Main Problem.-~ This novel 1s primarily

of social studles value as it 1s concerned with the
problem of war. Among the social phenomena suitable
as stafting points for class discussion of phases of
this problem, together with page references to the
materlial, are: conviction that wars are over, 38,
40; Chauvinism, 74; glory of going to war, 113,
135; 1nevitabllity of war, 119; war propeganda,
126, susplcion of aliens, 142; war marriages, 151,
154; training for war, 162; personal tragedies,
187, 197, 203, 224; enthusiasm for peace, 198;
aftermath: selfish peace, 213, settles nothing,
214, disillusion of the fighters, 237, restlessness
of the fighters, 362, and demorilization of a
generation, 400, 577.

E. Other Problems.~ This novel could also

have been classed as one of urban, upper class life
since the entire story is one of a Chicago bank
famlly. Discussiom of the following other contempo-
rary soclal problems might originate on the pages
referred to: modern Industry, 38, 250, 282, 305,

~ 306, 420, 488, 549, 551; famlly and the home, 3, 77,
324, 363, 391, 416, 426, 589; e¢0n0mic sécﬁrity, 250,
251, 252, 308, 322, 330, 384, 537, 541, 547, 655, 575,
582, 584; education 58, 68, 125; recreation 84,
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religion, 171, 225, 366; commniocation, 247;
economic reform‘programs, 534; and crime end
delinquency, 269, 350, 394.

F. Dangers:in Teaching.~ Three short

passages'may require some explanation lest groups
take offense: some Protestants, from the highly
tolerant attitude towards Catholicism, p.336;

some Catholles, from the flippant explanation of the
Pauline Privilege, p; 480§ and some Jews, from

the reference to "East Side Kikes," p. 289.

8. War -~ 1It's a Great Warl?

Lee, Mary. 'It's a Great War' Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1929. Pp./'viiif575.

A. Appearance on ILists.~ Amerlcana Annual,

New International Yearbook, Amerlcan Year Book,
Gold Star List, American Iibrary Assoclation Catalog;
11.3. |

B Synthesis of Plot.- Excerpts from the

author's "Preface" to this novel give an exact
idea of the work. It is a long novel besgause
"Nine tenths of War is ngting“ and "War is
interminably long." It 1s "built up of Truth®

because "As long as romances are fabricated about
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War, 1t will remain a noble, worthy, besutiful
adventure for Ybuth.“' It does not "stop with
the Armistice" because "the war went on for nearly
a year after the Armistice. And the causes for
which the members of that army were sent to War,
were not settled till two years after that." It
does not deal entirely with war at the front
because, "To tell of the one man at the front
alone, i1s to tell only one elghth of the story
of War." It describes the work of a girl who
served in various capaclties, chiefly with the
Y.MeCoAs, during the war.

Co Critique of Novel.- The reader of

'Tt's a Great War! seems to feel that the author

has achieved the truth of presentation which was
aimed ate He will tend to disagrée with her claim
that because war seems interminable, so much
length is needed to achieve this effect. It does
not seem'necessarily to follow, as Lee lmplies,
that because man-made war 1s so terrible, disbellef
in a God or in Christianity must follow. Let-downs
in behavior, even though as grave as those>
described by her, are not inconsonant with belief
in God and an intellectual conviction of the
immorallity of the conduct, The chief unfavorable
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comment of reviewers 1s based on the length of
Lee} novel and 1s 1llustrated by the following
from Current History, "This work often lapses into

uninspiring dullness in its inordinate length and
meticulous detail...." On the other hand Brickell,
in Books, terms it "one of tﬁe really good books
that have come out of the war, a preachment if you
like, but a preachment by the simplé method of
telling the truth, and telling it well." He
continues with, "It makes absorbing'reaéing, and
what a glorious iot(of bunk-exploding goes on its
half a thbusand pageal?l

D. Main Problem.- Lee's novel is primarily
of social studieé value as 1t 1s concerned with the
problem of war. Among the social phenomena sultable
as starting points for class discussion of phases
of this problem, together with page references to
the material, are: causes of war, 11, 303;
pacifisﬁ, 12; propaganda, 12, 425; demoralization:
shown by drink, 14, 18, by sexual promisculty, 46,
47, 50, 57, 70, 86, 87, 106, 107, 111, 125, 151, 306,
3lze, 317, 455, 460, 471; and by strong language, 28,
153, 275, 295, 314, 404, 411, 42:5, 450, 485; '
1

For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1929.
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indifference to suffering, 29; dirt, 56, 38; free
spending, 44, 387; blind following of even silly
orders, 54, 122, 153; _food, -60; prevalencé of
venereal disease, 61, 63; prevalence of illness,
65; providing 1icensed prostitutes, 67; alr
raids, 114, 122; refugees, 138; Big Bertha, 157;
waste, 161, 240; shooting men who go to piecéa, 192;
the wounded, 191, 213; death of relatives, 2165
work of the YeMeCele 268, 280; “seeing.red,“ 3003
horrors played down in papers, 533, 336; shéttered
nerves, 350; fallure to believe war over, 365;
celebration at cessation of hostilities, 367,
likableness ofAindividual enemies, 387; fear of
going home, 387, 432, 502, 517; job of Y.M.C.A.
with Army of Occupatlion, 397, 411, 427, 428;
feelling of gullt over killing, 482; Joy at signing
peace, 488; breakdown of noble ideals with advent
of peace, 495, 515, 522, 558, 574; inability of
ex-workers to tame down, 451, 519, 526, 533, 534,
550; effect onlmorals of next generatidn, 530}
and difficulty to get jobs after war, 534.

E. Other Problems.- Discussion of the

following other contemporary soclal problems might
originate on the pages referred to: religion, 158,
190, 296, 301, 308, 523, 546, 554; economic reform
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programs, 304, 544, 545; and race relations, 259.
D. Dangers in Teaching.- In general this
novel contents itself with statements rather than

vivid descriptions of sexual promisculty. The
language used in vivid, though. The sections‘
dealing with religlon are all atheistic and anti-
Christian. The author just assumes that the war has
killed religion. Teachers will have to read these
sections to see if they mmke the novel unteachable
for thelr particular situations. Undoubtedly the
material is unsultable for the more immature, and

still giddy, adolescents.

9. War -- God Have Mercy on Us

Scanlon, William T. God Have Mercy on Us. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1929, Pp. 338.

A. Appearance on Lists.~ New International

Yearbook, American Year Book, Americen Library
Association Catalog; 5.0. |
B. Synthesis of Plot.~ God Have Mercy on Us

1s the account of the occurrances in the life a
United States marine fighting in France., The story
is primarily one of action -~ action at Belleau
Wood, at Soisgons, at Saint-Mihiel, at Mont Blanc,
and in the Argonne Forest. This is fiction written
in the manner of autobiography; 1% can not préper1;

be sald to have a plote.
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C. Critique of Novel.~- Since God Have

Mercy on Us is essentially an action novei,,ﬁt&éeea

not touch on some of the most important phases of
the problem of war. Of the horrors of actual
combat, 1t is a complete account. From the polint
of view of 11terary art, the novel doés not seem
to deserve any unusual commendation. Its style

ls jerky; characterization is alﬁost entirely
lacking. The lone dlsparaging note about God Have

Mercy on Us found among reviewers quoted in Book

Review Digest is sounded in the New York Times,

which finds 1t "not writteﬁ_in a manner to dis-
tinguish it sharply from a dozen previouslj
published war books." Illustfative of the general
attitude of reviewers ig Darnton's statement (New

York Evening Post) that ®The sergeant writes as

he fought.... If you have any curioslity about the
life of the enlisted man at the front, heret's the
book for you. nl

D. Main Problem.- This novel l1s primerily

of social studies value as it is concerned with the

problem of war., Among the social phenomena suiltable
as starting polnts for class discussion of phases of
this problem, together with page reférenceé'to the
material, are: eating, 7, 30, 48, 252; praying, 18,

246; death by mistake, 27; fighting among selves
1

For these and other reviews see Book Review
Digest (41), 1929.
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for shelter, 38; bayonet fighting, 48, 202;
danger of being caught in own barragé,.SE; 171;
poison gas, 62; letters home, 75; friendliness
between 1ndiv1duala on both sides, 80;’ putrid
bodles, 86; prbpaganda; 104, 236; cavalfy charge,
127; minds which snap, 137; airplene fighting,
141; .entertainment, 155; grenade and bomber
school, 159; importance of morale, 162; faked
injuries, 242; robbing the dead, 256; refugees,
279; and weariness of_fighting,~5o4.

E. Other Problems.~ No other contemporary

problems are touched by this work.
F. Dangers in Teaching.~ The strong

language used constitutes the only possible danger
if this novel is selected for use in secondary

schools.

Summary.- The various phases of the problem
of government are well covered in the novels Belected

for report in this chapter. It Can't Heppen Here

deals with political democracies as contrasted with
dictatorships; Ward Eight, with city politics;

Dear Senator, with state and national politics;
and Rich Man Poor Man, with national 1ssues of

government., Béstan.is thecméhe aompleté, but
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In Dublious Battle is the more interesating of the

two novels on economlc reform programs. Of the

novels on war, Within This Present is the best from

a literary standpoint, 'It's a Great War' is the

most complete, and God Have Mercy on Us has the

nost action in it.
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CHAPTER XII
INDEXES TO MATERIAL OF INVESTIGATION

Introductory Statement.- Two indexes to

materials included in the investigatlion are presented
in this chapter. These permit of access through
fdontemporary problems, names of authors, or titles
of novels. Index A is a problem index in which are
alphabetlcally arranged by author's names, all.novels
mentioned in the study as pertineht to any contemporary
soclial probleme. Accordingly, any one novel may appear
under each Qf_the sixteen headings to which it has
related material. Followlng the name of the suthor 1s
the title of the novel in question and page references
 to the places in the investigation where relevant |
information occurs. Index B 1s an author-title index
in which the items are arranged alphabetlically according
to both the author and title of novel., References are
supplied here to pages on which relevant information

appears.

199.
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Novels Grouped According to Problems Treated

1l. Population

SOUTH, NEGRO LIFE

Alexander, Candy, 35
Davis, Batc 16T ird 35
Henderson, ss, 36

Heyward, HaIT—'FI"F'FIask , 35
Heyward, Mamba's Deughters,

. 385, 48—
Hurs ton, Their Eles Watching

- @od, 35

KelI'e"i Inchin' Alo 35

Kennedy, Red ﬁan H:ow, 35

Millen, SWeet Man, o5

Moody, Death Is & Little
Man, 35

Oduii;"Rainbow round My
Shoulder, &5 ‘

Peterkin, Bright 8kin, 35

Peterkin, ScarIa"i SIster

- Mary, 3 Dar

Rylee', o River, 35,

51-3, Eg

'SOUTH, POOR WHITES

Anderson, Be% ond Desire, 36
andon, 36

Anderson,
ﬁi Egpy Mountain >

Ghapman,

35, 54-8
Chapman, Homo Place, 36
Chapman, Weather Tree, 35
Dargan, Ce ome . the Heart
Green, - I.au&hi Pioneers, 36
Hamill, Sw dow,
Hannum, %ursdawril 36
~ Moorhouse, Raln on the Just,
36

SOUTH POOR WHITES ( continued)
O'Donnell Green Mar?.ns s 55 ,
Rawlings, ’go1den Apples, .
60-3, 65
Rawlings, South Moon Under,
35

Skidmore, I W.’Lll ILift Up

Str%ig%t Metal, 56

Wight, South,

SOUTH, MIDDLE & UPPER STRATA

- Bethesa, cotton, 36

Fleming, s 36
Glascow, mred Life,
36, 63= A
Glascow, T Stoopa to
Foll —3'61
Glenn, % Short History of
Julia, 36 :
Glenn, Seuthern Charm, 36
Heyward, Daughters,
- 50=1 e -
Rawlings, Golden gg‘ les, 62
Rylee, Dee ver, 53
Stribling, Uﬁi’i‘ﬂsﬁeﬁ
Cathedral, 153
Yougg, e Torches Flare,
6 ,

EAST, NON-METROPOLITAN
Blodgett, Home Is & Sallor,

carrell, As the Barth 'mms,
36, 67-70, 85 |
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EAS'I' NON-METROPOLI TAN
(continued)
Cs.rroll, A Few Foolish Onea,
36
Carroll, Neighbor to the
, 5 _
>

Chase, _M_AE Peter's’, 36

Cozzens, tm, 36 R
70-3, 85

Fisher, Bonfire, 36

ak, 36

Hall, They iom Spe
Lincoln, ebTuary 11, 36
Tarkington, HIrthiul
Hes.ven, 36
MIDWEST, WEST NON-METRO-
- POI.ITAH '
Aldrich, A White Bird s
Fly_i_r% -3, 85
Austin, Advenme 37
Brinig, Sun Sets on the
West,
Br.tHIg, This Men Is My
Brother
, Broﬁ'ﬂ'Td"" The Farm, 37
romBkers, 5
Fer. er, snd Gat It 37

Grew, @r&ﬂen, 37
Henderson, 8 Mach Is
_ Mine, 37
Horgan, Main Line West, 37
Johnson, | iow ovember,

37, 87,

Johnson, Spring Storm, 37
Jones, QOregon %ef 5‘7
» Cal - 7:

801.

MIDWEST, WEST, NON-METRO-
POLITAN (continued)
Stong, Career, 37
Stong, B"nm:‘a“mir, 37,
67,
Stcgg, Stranﬁer'a Return,

ooy, Tige Tale, 57

ow nn:

i

Suckow, The Felks, 37, 67,
88

77=-80,
Thomas, Home Place, 37

Williamson, '05'1 l‘lt 37

URBAN, LOWER STRATUM
Dahlberg, From Flushing

. to Calw 37

Dos Paﬁos, 'F’cr -Second
Parallel

Falrbank, Rich Man Poor

Man, 181
Fish'er, Walls of Jericho,

F‘ugl;s, Homage to Blenholt,
Hag.geg, Bnian s!me, 37,
Kaggel: c.tt;l for conqgest

Levin, old Bunch, 37
Sinclail¥, Doston, 184-5
Zugamith A Time to

Ramember N

URBAN, MIDDLE & UPPER STRATA
Arlen, Men Dislike Women,38
Barnes, n. 8 Present,
190~1
Barnes, Years of Grace,

Baggetto, .ald hchanmnt,
Begg, The Road to Haaven,
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URBAN, MIDDLE & UPPER STRATA
(continued)

Bromfield, Twenty-Four
Hours, 5

De VoEo, We Accept with
Pleasure, 9B

Falr ch Man Poor
Man, 181

‘ Horgan, Fault of Ang

Marquand, The Yate George
Apley, 37, B8, 02-5, 105
Sin'égﬁg, Beston, 184-5
| .?mngg, New England Holilday,
Suckow, The Folks, 79
Weaver, gh
Rialng,

JTMMIGRANTS
Adamic, Grandsons, 38

Brinig, SIngermann, 38
’Ee%a; 53’_ .

DOOI‘, b .. I ) :
Dineen, Ward &!‘; s, 176
Eastmax’x, on ' ;ir -

~ Shoulders, 38
Falr ch Man Poor
Man, 181
Halper, Union S uare, 88-9
Iaewisohn;,.
38, 86, .

Ap_lez

38, 0%, 105
Sinclair Bosten 134-5
- Suckow, Th.e Yolks,

Sykes,

W’ 3
. Williams, fe_Mole, 38
INDIANS

Ia Farge, lLaug
38, 102510

McClinchey, Joe Pete, 38
Buckow, The Folks, 79

202.

2. Modern Industq

Barnea, Withi.n This Present,

190-1
James Shera ta

Benet,
Da

Conroy, The "mnnherited,sa

Dargan, L
Heart" 55 — ]

Dca'?i'é'ioa, %ﬁ Money,

S8, 106

Union Sc
er eventeen,

Halper »
Havinghur

Herbat, The Executioner
Waits, S8

Her'g?a’ﬁé’iner, Foolscap
Rose, 38

Hola""" Chance Has & Whip,

I,avrance, If I Have Four

les,” 126
Me Iﬁ%s;"mmnt 38, 108,

117-20 —
Marguand, The Iate George

le
Rolﬁiiz Shadm Berare A 38

Steinbeck mious
Bo.tt}.o, :

Vorse, .tkol s 38

mmm Unitod
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3. Economic Securlty ‘3. Economic SGmtrity
- {contimued)
Aldrich, A White Bird '
Flying, 62

_t:argg is _the Farth Turns,

Darg;n, Call Home the Heart,

Bouglas, ’ iss
Farrell, v Day, 39
Glascow, ‘ ran, 39,

121, 127F!r”1§§?"‘

Green, This Bod the Earth, 39
Eﬂ.lper, i iga Nc 8 -
Halper, : Bmm, mo outward Room,
Rull, 18 ng, 148 . 1807 .
Hus ton, nator 1’78-9 Barnett, Little Csesar,
Johnaon, KQV !'z'i Emrember, - 163 T e e
Lawrence, 1T - Burnham, This Our Exile,
. Apples,. ‘ . 40
Lawrence, The Seund e.f Running Gantwan, ‘The Land of
. Feet, 39,12 08, AO ; II‘?
I.awrenc Years Are 30 s

30, 1515

| I.ewi;% It G&n't &pgen Here,
e Marquand, The Late George

Apley, ,
Gnanore 3

' Nethsnm,

~ Rolvaag, Peder Victorious 2101
Sineclair, Nountain C1 39
Smedly, Da r O 59
Steinbeck, %1 Tablous Eftle,

187=-8

Stribling, Unfinished
CathedraI , 100
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4, Family and the Home Rolvaag, Peder Victorious,
~ (continued) . - 101 ,
Gale, Papa Ia Fleur, 39 s:melair, Boston, 184-5
Glascow, %EeIEcrm Life, 65 Stong, te Fair,
Glascow, VeIn of Irom,l129
Glaspell, Ambrosé Holt and

Suekow, ’ The Folksﬂ 79
Suckow, The Rramer Girls,39

Walker, -Hi@r«&, 10
Wharton, The Gods Arrive,39
White, m'mieen'a_ .

Lawrence, It‘ I ftave F‘mw

, les, . Dex ,
Iawrenoe, The Sound a.f o L
Running. Feet, 1'32 R
Iawrence, ears Are So B« Rmce Relations
‘Lewls, “Anne_ V‘:tckars 39 Basso, Court House Square,
Lewis, Hall ' 40 .
I.ew%gohﬁ'm wuhm, carroll, As %a Earth

 Lewlsohn, sta] 'en Eseott 39  Childers, Hovol about &

MeIntyre, ont, White Man and Black,40
Marquand, Ma George W
- A le » %v

Maxwe They Came Like Dos Paasos, » The Blg Money,
Swallora A 111-28

Norris, Jeed, 39: Dubois, Dark Prineess, 40

- Ostenso,” The Wators ‘uﬁder Flannagan, Amt >, 40

: the Ea?*'ﬂi 1] ' Glascow, Sheltered Life,85

Tumlt a.nd the
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5. Race Relations

continue
Rylee, Deep Dark Rivax-,
Saxon, en o rangers,

,‘Shelby and Stoney, Po! Buckra,

stribling, wilished
i o) '3’ 16

ws.laer, Heaien's %
Destination, -6
6. Education

| 'Aldrieh, Hiss Bishop
~ 154=6, 16%

Aldrich, ’A White B‘.I.rd
F1 .

Bames, 1 thin Thala Present,

Barnes, Years of Grace,92

190-1

40 ko
Dargan, Ball Hsme the

',;Iahnson, Now in Hovember,’?ﬁ

Laing, T'Ee , 40
: 'Lawrence R ive_rour
Apples ,'123‘

Lawrence, The Sound of

205.

6. Education
| ~(continted)
Marquand, The Iate George
~ Apley, 95
Rolvaag
101
Suckow, The Bonney Famil
143 T ,
Suckow, ‘I‘ha Folka s 79

Weller, 2 t, Not
rar OV

eder Victorious,

Heart," o it
Dos Passos,

Mone 1IIV -2
Dougl Grﬁen dght, 168
Glaaea\r, Yeln of lron,129
Halper, The Toundry, 108
Halper, :

88=9"

J’ohn;ga, Now in Hovember,
Lawrence, If I &ve Faur
les, 1 ,

I.ntronee, 'ﬂm Sound of
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e Ph%aical and Mental

“InefTIclency (cont'd.)
Suckow

8 3 The Bonné% Femlly,143
Zugsnmlth, me 1o Hemember,

114

" 8¢ Criminal and
“DeIInquency
Anderson, Thieves Iike Us,41
; Bames, Within This Present,
190-1
mrnett I.ittle Caesar,41,

150, 18I-
Fairbank, Rich m Poer
: 18T

Oezzena s 'Iﬁe I.nst Adam,?:.’»
cazzena, ion

F:!.sher ‘I'he ening
& 15835

- Stream
Glascow, Vein or Irem,lzg
Hall, Heat LIg , 148

I.ee, 1175 aﬂrea war.
1945 R

206.

I-iapgon Here,

7T
Lewisg)em, The Island w1th1n

Ma.xwell, ‘l‘kez Came Iike
Swallowa,
Nathax';—,'m:hop's Wife,

41
Hatha?és w More spring_

Peterkin, Scarlet Sister
Kis

Rolvaag, Peder Victorious,
01 T ,_
Rylee, Deep
55

Halper, E’nien square, 88=-6
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10. Government .
{continued)
Huston, Dear Senator, 41,
Johnson, How in Bovember 76
Lewls, It E'f m

. Here, s X0
. McIntyre, Femant; 119
k,l!arquand Ce Gee:jg__
ey, 95
SIncEaI%’ Bos tan, 184f-5
Stribling,m Wagon, 41
Whitlock, Hlg , 41
Wilder,
Destina on,
11. Economic Reform
1’5‘5“5_:_'% B
Armstrong, Parched Earth 41
. Barnes, WithIn This
~ Present, -1

Boyd, In Time of ?eaee, 41
Dargan"’&n Home the
Heart

Dargan, . A Stone Came

Dell, 'ﬂig Golden Sj 1ke,146

 Dos Passos, The Big | onel,
. 111=2 . ‘
Dos Passos, Kineteen-

) Kinei:een,
Faiy ch Ean Poor

Man, a1
Halper, Unlon S are, 88«9
Johnson, 'J'oﬁana%om, 41
I-awrance, - :

les, 126 T
,znezigrfTé a Great War,!
48
Lewis, It Can't Happen
: Here, p &>

LampkIn, Sign for Cain, 41

© MeIntyre, ﬁ
: Newhouae: 3 Your Day,41

Sinclair,

3ion
182-5. » ’ ’

1l. Economle Reform
- Programs (cont¥d.)
Steinbeck, bious .
Battle ,11981' 170,

Weatherwax Wy g_?r%_n_g!

Z uﬂﬂi?" _Tim
Hes RemomF' Remember, 114

12, War

Aldrich, Miss Blahog, 156
Barnes, nls

Present, Z'E 170,
] 198
Bameg é Yms of Grace,

Binns The Laurels Are
T tuf Down w

ﬂan

ISI
FisheT, | The Deesenig
Stream, . 3o ,

alaad"‘"‘Ve:n'er Iron,
120 —

‘HeYe,
Lewism ‘!;‘he Tsland

Iate George

‘@z—-us
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12, War
{continued)
~ Maxwell, They Came Iike

: Schindel, Golden Pil.g;‘im&g__,

. 42
~ Sinclsir tan 184-5
T Famil;,

Suckow,
143
cemmmie_at;og_ _

13.

- Barnes, Within This
PresenE 100-1

Cozzens, last Adam, 73
Dargan,
_ Heart, B9
Deallﬁgsgoa s The Big__ﬁanel,
Lewis, It (hn't Happen
. Here,
McInEyre, Femnt, 119

- Lawrence,

13, Commmnication
convinme

Marquand, %%e Iate Georg_

Apley,
s In Dubicus
878

Ste
Batt}.e,

4. Socialized Professions

Dargan,teall Home the
ear
Dos” Passos, The B:!.ﬁ Money,

111-2 :
: If I Have Four
Apples, IZE .

15, Recreation

Barnes, Within This Present,

La Feoge, Laughing
arge
104-5 - Boy,

Rawlings, Gel&en @plea.sz

16. Geasamtion B

Lewis, It Cen't Happen
He;'e m :
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Index B
Aunthor-Title Index

~ Adamlc, 38 Brown, 37
‘Aldrich, 37,40,80-3, 154-6 Burnett, 41, 161-4
Alexander, 35 Burnham, 40
kmber Satyr, 40 Br:’ttcher" Bird, 35

and Family, 39,
; " Call Home the Heart, 35,
- B8=b9, &5 .

Anﬁarsen, 'B., 39, 41

Anderson, S., 56 Candle Indoors, 40
Anne Vickers, 39 Candy, S5
- XrTen, 38 Eﬁﬁen, 37, 38
- Armstrong, 41 . Cantwell, 57 58 1157
Askling Price _The, 39 Career, 37 -
PR * - 1 bl . ‘ Lis) o 56, 67"70 m 56’ 87"70
85 Cash Item, 39
Auatin, 37 : ‘ tatalog e, 37
% Girl, 39
: es, 6’?, 39, 42, 88«-91,
¥ 188«91
Barretto, 38 n
Basso, 40 Children or Strang_grs s 40
Beer, 37 - , ThIlds, 41
Benet, 38 Chute, The, 38
Bethea, 36 4 Gy :
Beyond Desire, 36
Big » Ty « '
J=12, Corbett, 59
Binns 42 Cotton, 36
Bishop's Wifa, The, 41 Tourt House
. ma'g’ém, 3z =
Bonfire, 36 cx's.wrerd, 40

mi amilg The, 39, 136, Cunninghan, 37

Boston, 41, 170, 182-5, 197 Dahlberg, 37

Boyd, 41 W, 3
BPB.nd, 40, 158"61 gm, 41’ 56"9
,Br%glﬁt I&etal,age Dark Prineeaa, 40

) » i / 3 .
‘EelaTg; 37, 38 Davls, Gs, 35

.,&'omﬁeld, 37
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Dear Senator, 41, 170, 176, Gale, 39 :
Death Is a Iittle Man, 35 - 127-9

sep Dark River, 35, 51=3,65 Glaspell, 39, 159-41
am, The, 39, Glenn, 36

. God Bave llerc on Us s

‘ 9011, 39 144-6 e, 170, ] ,, *

Delmar, 39
De Voto 38 -
Mnem en, rgl 1‘7%;: &8

sinherited 33.K8
Dos Passos, X7, 38, 41, 109-12 ¥ ¢
‘Bubglas’éaiii 1eg;§ 41, 170 °°2§§°”’ 4058
- ous e Grandsons

» —’ ’ ’ Green, 36,

m ‘Bois, 40 ‘ Green cmfﬂebeuion 3’1
Duffus, 38 ' g :
,Busk at the Grove, 39

‘v'atman 38

Ehlper, 37, 58,86-9 1069
Hamill, 36
Fairbank i, 41 1‘79-81 , Hannum, 36

3% : Hhﬁﬁ* nnuntain, The, 35,

Hardy Percmial 59
ﬁvi%ghm'st, 3'5’
Heat g

He:l.r '38

TS er;.D., 36, 39, 136-9 - Henderson, G., 35
,ﬁsher, R., 37 Henderson, N., 37
" Five and Ten, 37 Hergeshemer, 38

Her ggggg camés Riding,37
QI‘

Ebyward} 35, 48-51
Holden, 38 . .
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‘Hopkins, 40
~ Horgan, 37
‘ﬂnll, 59 40, 146-9

,',‘,3: s 40
Maston, 41, 176=9 |
~f&f'I’Hhva‘Fbur Apples, 39, 121,

14'It's a Great War, ! 42 170,
f,x will Lift Up Mine Eyes, 36
Shore's Deughter, 38

-1zoﬁﬁaon,'A., 37 '
: thnaon, J., i;, 41, 73-7

”Sudgmant Day, 39

Iandel, 37
Kantor, 40
Kelley, 35, 40
- Kelm, 37
‘Kannady, 35
Ing Cole, 41 -
ndon, 36

'¥g§r‘**'axszs. Ths, 39

- Yadles
IE FE? e,,3§ 102~5
iinnd of Plent Tho, 38, 108,

56, 70-3, 85
1; }Thﬂ, 57’ 36,

Eis.‘Grean's

Laurels Are G&t”Bown' The,

42

Lawrenca, 39 124-6,
129-32, 1325

Lee, 42, ’191-5

Ievin, 37

IDFI!, GO’ )

Lewis, S., 39, 41

- 1T0-3

Lewlaohn, 38 59, 96=9

Iincoln, 36

Iittle Gheaar 41, 150,

W |

AEPEIn, -

Eeclinahsy 38
MeIntyre, 38, 11;;20

e Potors, 36
g%%%on, 35

Maxwell, 40, 156-8

uen'ana Brethren 41

Hillea,’SS' | -
Eirthful Haaven, 36

Maody, 35
Moorehouss, 56
Mountain Gi1

39
aghter-

av,

Haﬁhan, 39, 41, 121-4
ﬂbi*hk@r ta ths Sky
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‘Nineteen-Nineteen, 41

r—er“ body Starves, o9
orris,

o s, 3
o Sacr
ot to . o% for love, 40

gdva% about & WEEEE ¥an and

. Dbl&gk,
kxaw 1n Hovemban, 37 T3=7, 85

O'Donnell, 35
Odum, 35

once & WIIdernass, 37

f*s enso,' ¢ _
tward Room, The, 40, 150,

T
Papa La Fleur, 39
Parohed Barth, 41
Parrott, 40

arro
Passiens Spin the Plot, 40

FeEbr Victorlons, 35 86, 99-102,

' Peterkin 35, 45-7
Pler Seventeen, 38
Por Pe,

; Powell, 57 - '
President Is Born, A, 40

”ggper Street, 40
Rawlings, 55, 80=3

Rainbow round My Shoulder,35
‘Eiin qa‘fEb‘Jus%; 3%

he, 41

,,REIucE t Soil, 37
m, 41, 170,

lfgiver’sbusé, 39

£, o8, 121-4, 135
38

21z,

Road to Bbavagl‘The,37
Rogers, o9 .

Rollins, 38
Rolvaag, 38, 99-102
Running of tha Deer,
“The, ,
REIE@,%ss, 513
Saxon, 40

Scanlan, 42, 195-7
Scarlet Siater

Sheltered Life, 36,
Short History of Julia

Smedley, 39
So Falr a House, 40
Sound of Runnin

StQ§§AC&me Rolling, A,

Stoney, 40
Stong, 37, 83-5
§§g§§5§r's Return, 37
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Stribling, 36, 40, 150=3
Strikel, 38

Suckow, 37, 39, 77-80, 14l-4
Sun on Thelr Shoulders, 38
Bun Sets on the West, &7
WamD Bhadow, 36

Talk United States, 38

Tar‘kingten s 96

They Seldom Spesk, 36
Eﬁsz“gtea ed,to Fbll , 36

Thursday April, 36
T me osure, 40

. "Mme of Peacs, In, 41

‘I‘ime to Remember, A, 38, 108
IIE“E: 120

"I‘emorrow's Voyage, 41
Torches riare, The, 36

Tamult and the shouting, The,
40 :
‘ T‘wentyéﬁ'eur chrs, 37

ﬁhfinisheé ﬁ‘athedral 40,
. 150-3, 189 '
Union Square, 37, 86-9, 105

Vein of Irom, 39, 121,

Village ”I'ale, 37
~ Vorse, &8

213.

We Ec?ap t with Pleasure,
Weather Tree, 35
Weatheryax, 41
Weaver, 37
Weller, 40
Wharten, 39
Whiteomh 38
White, 4@

White Elrd Flvi

Whi te’ xnle,’
ock, 41
Whitnay, 40
Wickenden, 39
Wight, 36
Wilder, 41, 1646
Wiley, 40
Willlams, 38
Williamson, 37
Within Thls Present:, 42,

Years Are So Iong, 39,

Yoars of Grace, 37, 86,
BH=YS (1D

Young, 36, 39

Young Mrs. Megs, 39

Zugsmith 38, 41,
1125
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214.

Summary.- In this chapter are presented two
indexes to the material included in the present
investigation.‘ In Index A the novels previously
mentlioned are arranged according to problems to which
they are relevant; Index B 1s an author-title index

of these same novels.
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CHAPTER XIIT
SUMMARY AND SUGGESTIONS FOR USING RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

General Statement.- The purpose of this final

chapter is threefold: (1) to summarize the entire
investigation in as brief form as possible, (2) to
indicate possible specific uses to which the results

of the study might be put, and (3) to indicate
additional research suggested by this report. To each
of these, in order, é section of this chaptér is devoted.

l. Summary of This Investigation

Need.~ This study contends that an investigation
of the posaible‘contfibution of a decade of modern
novels to soclalized curricula represents a step which

"1cgica11y follows from work which has been done
~previously in the areas of educational philosophy,
methodology, and practice. Reports and studles were
cited as evidence that the educgticnal philosophers
are stressing the socialized objectivé of education,
that experts in English, social studies, and integrated
or reorganized subject-matter fields are bringing
their material into conformity with this general

215.
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216.

objective, and that educational practlce 15 already
conforming to the dicte of the theorists. Materlals
for socialized curricula are needed. This 1s a
report on how far this need can be filled by those
novels published from 1928- 1937.

Contemporary Social Studies Problems.- Since

the specific outcomes of soclalized education are
generally stated in terms of problems of contemporary
living, the first task of this study was to construct

a 1list of present-day problems of the soclal studles

tb which novels would have to be relevant. On the bases
of theory, as represented by wrlitings of leading soclal
studles experts, and of practice, as indicated by
surveys and the contents of textbooks, sixteen compre-
hensive problems embracing all those treated in
political science, economics, and soclology were
selected. The validity of each one was checked agalnst
what is actﬁally being taught and what experts advocate
should be taught in the soclal studies.

Sélection of Novels for Treatmente.- When
fifty novels were selected for detailed report, two
factors had to be consldered -~ they must be concerned
with one of the contemporary soclal studles problems,

and they must be of some relative merit as novelse.
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 After novels which failed to conform to the purposes
of this investigation had been eliminated, over two
hundred were selected as possibly suitable. Fifty of
these were chosen for detailed report. This choice
was made so as to achieve maximum importance and
maximun range of problems covered, with the second
glven primary consideration when conflicts occurred.
The results of thls survey of a decade of modern novels
were presented in the form of distribution of the .
possibly sultable among the contemporary problems,
distribution of the fifty on the same score, and a
list of the names of all authors included, with their
novels ranked and grouped accordiné to the problem to
which each is chlefly relevant.

Reports on Individusl Novels.~- For each of the

fifty novels selected, there 1z offered a report
embracing, besides necessary bibliographic informastion,
~ the following material;
(a) a statement of lists on whichvﬁhe novel
is selected for its merit and its rating according to
 the system used in ché?ing novels for this treatment;
(b) a synthesis of its plot;
(c) a critique of the novel by this investigator,
with supplementary opinions of other reviewers;
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(d) a list of page references to material
which might arouse discussion relevant to the main
problem with which the novel 1s concerned;
| (e) a list of page references to material
which might be used to stimmlate thought on other
contemporary problems; |

(f) a statement of material in the novel
which might preclude its use in some classrooms.

_ Indexes.- In Ghapter XII are presented two
indexes to materials included in this investigation.
In Index A, names of authors of novels mentioned as
pertinent to any of the contemporary soclal problems

are grouped according to problems and arranged
alphabetically. Following the name of the asuthor is
the title of the novel in question and page references
to places in this investigation where pertinent
information occcurs. The material in Index B. is
available fhrough elther thekname of the author or
title of the novel. References are supplied here

to pages on which information relative to these

1 tems appearse.

2e TUse of This Investigation

It is, of course, axlomatic that use ls to

satisfy need. In Chapter I the need for this
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investigation was demonstrated. 1Its use, therefore,
is to fill that need. Yet more specific suggestions
as to the use of the present report, it is felt,
would prove helpful. Included in thls section,
therefore, are suggestions for the use of the study
by those most likely to find it valuable: the teacher
of English, the teacher of soclal studlies, the teacher
in a reorganized secondary school, the member of a

curriculum committee, and the school librarian.l

1. Use by the English Teacher.- English

teachers in secondary schools often face several
problems in the solution of which the resultﬁ of
this Investigation should be helpful. _
In ﬁany sltuations the English teacher is
given the responsibility of organizing his course
of study. In accordance with progressive trends, he
) will want to include good modern novels pertinent to
present-day living. He 1s not in a position personally
to canvass the entirenfield to arrive at suitable

materlial. He would have to know, among all the modern
T -

Publle librarians have expressed the conviction
that a report of this type would be valuable to them
‘when soclal agencies call on them for novels relevant

~ to particular soclological problems, That this
..investigation 1s useful in filling this need 1s more
- accldental than designed. ' ' B
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novels published, which are concerned with contemporary
problems, which are the best ﬁovela, what novel offers
“material on a wide range of problems, and what material
in the novel might preclude its use in his particular
situation. In this report he has avallable a 1list
of over two hundred noteworthy novels classified
according to problems treated, he has them ranked
according to importance, and dﬁ each of fifty of the
best, he has a detailed report which supplies him
with biblliographlc material, llsts endorsing it, an
ldea of its;glﬁt, a critique of 1t which will give
him a starting point for teaching 1ts literary
qualities, and key page réfsrencas around which to
construct a unit of work aimed at understending one
problem in detsll and a group of others in a more
general fashion.
Then, agein, the English teacher who wishes
to offer = group of good modern novels from which
individuals may select according to interests or to
which they may be gulded according to their ability
has, in the present study, information which he has

not the time to accumlate himself and which is

unavallable elsewhere.
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There 1s still another difficult situation
frequently encountered by the English teacher in which
this investigation will be found useful -~ when he
1s asked by a student whether this or that modern
novel is suitable for outside readingQ Approaching
Index B, Chapter XII, with either the name of the
author or the title of the novel, he will find help
on all those works falling within the scope of this
~study.

2. An English Unlt Based on Materlials Uncovered

by This Study.- The teacher of English who uses this

atudy will be interested in selecting novels on the
basis of literary merit as well as their sociological
contents The followlng is a suggested unit in
literature based on the report of As the Earth Turns,

‘one of the fifty novels which are treated intensively
in this report.
A UNIT ON THE NOVEL
A, Objectives.- | |

1. General.- Enjoyment and appreciation of

the novel As the Earth Turns
2. Speeifice-
a, alding the student to enjoy the novel
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be devéloping in him a knowledge of

the novel as a literary form

_é.‘helping him appreciate As the Earth
Turns as a literary work of art V A
| d. making him aware of the characteristics
and problems peculiar to rural New England
@¢ indicating to him the significance
of other sociological problems touched on in As The
Earth Turns
'B. Basic Materisl.-

As the Earth Turns, a novel by Gladys Carroll

C. Organization of Unite-

1. assignment of the novel for complete and
relatively swift reading
2. discussion of the novel as a literary form

3e dlscussion of As the Earth Turns as an

artistic production, stressing the psychological
‘accuracy of the author's characterizations, the gravity
of her style as it is sulted to New England stolidity,
the humor in the story, and its tendency to be trite
in places -~ all, of course, arising from illustrative
passages in the novel

4. dilscussion of the novel as 1t reveals

rural New England: its migratory families, 5;1 large

1

Page references to pertinent material are taken from
this study, "A Decade of Modern Novels as Material for
Socialized Curricula," Pp. 67-70.
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families, 12, 15; hard winters, 22, 31; race
prejudices, 15, 23, 65; 253; education, 26,'155;
wandering peddlers, sé; inhabitants -~ neat, 37,
non-demonstrative, 47, provincial, 68, 112, 282‘,
unselfish in helping the sick, 97; work on the
farm, 79, 141, 274; religious devotion, 169;
recreation, 278; and celebrations, 335

5. discussion of ®ther contemporary social
studies problems to which the novel is pertinent:
famlily and the home, economic security, 134; race
relations, 23, 65, 195, 253; government, 264; and
education, 26, 155 '
D. Evaluation of Outcomes.-

' Several of the specific objectives set for this
unit of work are probably impossible of any adequate
measurement. These are the enjoyment of As the Earth

Turns and the appreciation of the novel in general as
& literary type. In connection with both of these,
however, what can be measured is the mastery of that
material without which there could be little enjoyment
or real appreclation «~ an acqualntance with this
story in particular and with what constitutes a novel
in general. Specific outcomes in terms of an

understanding of definite characteristics of rural :
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‘New England and a grasp of the significance of other
contemporary social problems can well be evaluated
by the use of either the newer or older testiﬁg
techniques,

3. Use by the Soclal Studies Teacher.~ There

seem to be at least three common difficulties met by
the progressive social studies teacher in which the
results included in this investigation should be
helpful: when he wants to use a novel, rather than
a relatively dry text, in the study of some phase of
his subject, when he is in need of auitablé,readings
supplementary to class work, or when he wishes to
check on the possible usefulness of a specific novel
with which he has come in contact. To find a novel
pertinent to a particular problem, the teacher should
approach this study through Index A, Chapter XIT, |
where he will be referred to reports on;novela'which
are so detalled as to supply the outlines of his unit
of work; through this same index he would find help

| in constructing lists of supplementary ﬁateria}; and
through Index B he could check on the possible use-
fulness of any specific novel falling within the scope
of this studye.
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4, A Social Studles Unit Based on Materials

Uncovered by This Study.- The teacher of social

studies always starts with a segment of subject-matter
to be teught. If he 1s to center his teaching around
the problem of support of the aged, he will discover

in Chapter VIII that Josephine ILawrence's Years Are So

Long provides much good material on this subjects
The following is & suggested unit using this novel.
| A UNIT ON THE PROBLEM OF THE AGED
A. Objectives.- I
l. General.,- a comprehensive grasp of the
broad problem of contemporary living which is becoming
of major significance as the percentage of old folk
rapidly increases
2. Specific.~ an understanding of such
specific phases of this broad problem as:
2, physical and mental inadequacy of
the aged |
be parents! rearing children to care
for them in their old age
ce aged's living with married children
de. instltutlonalization of aged
e. government ald for aged
f. 0ld age penslons

ges life insurance annuities
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Be. Basic Material.~

Years Are So Long, & novel by Josephine
Lawrence | “ |

C. Organization of Unit.~

l. assignment of Years Are Sq Long for complete
and relatively swift reading | |
7 2. presentation of overview of the problem
by teacher
3e successive discusslon of the specific
phases of the problem growing out of pertinent material
found in Years Are So LOngl

a. physical and mental inadequacy of
~ the aged, 2, 14, 29, 37, 38, 82

b. parents' rearing children to care
for them in their old age, 6, 8, 93, 94, 111, 265

ce 014 folks!' 1living with married
children, 29, 37, 38, 82 ”

d. institutionalization of aged, 53,
76, 195, 303, 305

s government ald for aged, 116

fe o0ld age pensions, 2, 6, 8, 116

ge 1life insurance as old age protection,

164

1 | | |
: Page references to pertinent material are taken from
this study, "A Decade of Modern Novels as Material for
Soclalized Curricula," pp. 132=5.
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D. Pupll Activitles.-
| 1. reading Years Are So Long

2. securing factual material for reports on:
a. scope of problem
be growing seriousness of problem
c. extent and cost of institutionalization
de cost of life insurance annuities
es Tfederal and state old age pensions
E. Evaluation of Outcomes.~ Whether the evaluation

of the results of this unit be by the newer or older
technique, 1t should be aimed direct‘ly at testing the
realization of the followlng outcomes, stated in terms
of deslrable puplil attitudes:

1. The problem of the aged is fundamental and
vital.

2. This problem 1s becoming more serious.

3. Children are generally unable to support
their parents and, at the same time, themselves live
adequately,

4, Institutions for the aged are not the most
desirable solution.

5. Iife insurance annulties are available and

furnish old;age protectioﬁ.
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6. Old-age pensions are provided under certsain
definite circumstances by the federal and state

governments.

S Use for the Teacher in the Reorganized Secondagzl

School.- Perhaps the greatest use for this study will
be found in the newer type schools where subjecte
matter distinetions have been eliminated and where the
entire curriculum is directed toward the soclallzed
objective. It is in this type of school where the
demand for integrated lliterature-social studies
material is so pressing, that teachers find it
increasingly difficult personally to famlliarize them-
selves with all of it which is avallable. In these
sltuations the stress is on both problems of 1ife and
interests of the students. The present study supplies
information on the curricular possibllities of noVels,
pertinent to the important life areas; and the novel
is a form essentially interesting to pupils.

6. A Unit of Work Based on Materials Uncovered by

this Study and Designed for Reorganized Curricul@e-

Teachers of reorgenized curricula are primarily working
for the pupil's understanding of contemporary problems
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of living. Accordingly such teachers must use the
basic organization of a socilal studies unit. They
rmust add to their objectives and outcomes, however,
those of English and other subject-matter divisions
which can be realized in an incldental fashion. The
following is a suggested unit on democratic government

based on the report of It Can't Happen Here included
in this iInvestigation. | - »

A UNIT ON DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT
(INTEGRATED WITH MATERIAL ON THE NOVEL)

A. Objectives;-
1. General.- _ »
a. a cqmprehensive graép of the broad
problem of democratic government

b. the enjoyment and appreciation of

the novel It Can't Happen Here

2, Specifice--
’ a., developing an understanding of
such phases of the problem as: |
l. the nature of a political
democracy as contrasted with political dictatorship,
stressing freedom of speech, freedom of press, racial
_tolerance, foreign policies, trial by jury, and writ

of habeas corpus
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2; the weakness of democracy when
the electorate 1s easily swayed by inferior pdlitical
candidates, showy campalgns, demegogues, unintelligent
political platforms, and the idea of paternal dictator-
ship

3¢ the inevitable distintegration
of dictatorships

be developing a knowledge of the novel
as a literary form

ce helplng the student to appreciate

It Can't Heppen Here as an artistic effort
B. Basic Material.-

It Can't Happen Here, & novel by Sinclair Lewis
C. Qrganizationhof Unite=-

l. assignment of It Can't Happen Here for

complete and relatively rapid reading
2. dlscussion of the novel as a literary form
3. presentation of an introductory overview of
the problems involved in political democracy as a
type of government
4. discussion of the nature of political
democracy contrasted with political dictatorship as

such discussion should grow out of pertinent material

in It Can't Happen Here: " freedom of speech, 9, 12,
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30, 1865, 263, 294, 390; freedom of press, 176, 218,
230, 314, 329, 386, 445; raclal intolerance, 13, 52,
70, 7e, 119, 190, 191; foreign policles, 3, 290;

trial by jury, 236; and writ of habeas corpus, 243

5. discusslon of the weakness of democracy
when the electorate is swayed by inferior pollitical
candldates, 33, 34; demagogs, 39, 50, 70, 118;
showmanship in campaigns, 84, 94, 104; unintelligent
political iplatforms, 1l0l; and the idea of patermal
dictatorship, 20, 46, 75

6. discussion of the inévitable disintegration
of dictatorships, 409, 414, 415, 4471

7. discussion of It Can't thpen Here as an

artistic effort, stressing its genuine cleverness,
fine humor, biting satire, profound signiflcance, and
its sketchy characterizations - this discussion of
course arising from illustrative passages in the novel.

De Pupill Activitles.=

1. reading It Cen't Happen Here

2, securing factual material for reports on
such subjects as:
2. reasons for the fall of former

democracles

1

‘ Page references to pertinent material are taken
from this study, "A Decade of Modern Novels as Material
for Socialized Curricula, ”pp. 170-3.
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be reasons for the fall of former
dletatorships |

¢ constitutional basis for freedom
_of speech, press, and trial by jury

de present-day dictatorships

es present~day democracies

e trend towards or away from dictatorship
E. Evaluation of Qutcomes.=

. Testing techniques mmust be utilized towards
measuring the extent to which the following outcomes,
stated in terms of deslirable student attitudes, are
realized:

a. Democracy, though less efficlent
than dictatorship, preserves the fundamental rights
of the individual.

be The preservation of politicsl
democracy depends on the active interest of an
Intelligent electorate,

ce Dictatorships generally pass with
the strong man who brings them into being.

de The novel has definite character-
istics as a literary medium.

e. It Can't Happen Here is relatively

good literature because of 1ts clevérness, humor, satire,
~and slgniflcance. With better characterization, it wauld

have been a greater novel.
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7. Use for the Member of a Curriculum

Committee.~ Essential to the work of curriculum
committees in English, social studies, or integrated
courses 1s an enalysis of available materials. For
modern American novels published from 1928~ 1937
their work has been done. This study makes such
analyses available; there remains to them only the
selection, Specific suggestions as to entrance into
this report by respective committees are given

immediately above in paragraphs one, three, and five.

8+ Use for the School Iibrarian.- Llbrarians

in secondary schools wlll find gathered in this one
study all the informatlion needed as a guide to the
purchase of novels within its sgope with the exception
of thelr price which is easily available in catalogs.
In the detslled reports of individual novels, Section
'F, "Daggers in Teaching," will prove equally useful in
' poiﬁting out dangérs in ?urchase for school libraries.

3¢ Additional Research

The present investigation 1s an attempt to meet
~ only one relatively small portion of a large need, the
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existence of which is demonstrated in Chapter I.

Two significant trends were indicated: the
soclalization of literature by directingvit towards
outcomes stated in terms of contemporary problems of
life and the vitalizatlon of the social studles
through iiterature. The resultant need is for
curriculum materials that are both good literature
and pertinent to contemporary soclal studlies problems.
This investigation provides a solutlon for modern
novels published from 1928 to 1937. With the passing
of time continued research is needed to keep this
work up to date. An invesatligation of modern novels
published before 1928 should reveal additional
suitable material.

The novel, moreover, ls only one type of
literature. Other types might prove equally frultful
sources of curricular material for socialized edu-
cational programse. Certainly parallel material could
be found in the modern short story. |

Modern drama 1s replete with socliologlcal
implications. While modern essays contain sultable
material, the essay is a literary form which, when
serious in naturé, often appéals to adclescents

but slightly more than does & textbook. Investigations
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into modern biography and poetry would probably
produce further suitable material, but these would
~ undoubtedly prove less profitable in terms of quantity
uncovered than the novel, the short story, or the
play. Yet nothing but a scientific survey could
adequately establish even this generalization.
The survey of literature to provide interesting
- and sighificant materials for socialized curricula
may be sald, therefore, to have just been initiated.
As long as literature is produced and fundamental
problems of living change even in their aspects, the
need for lnvestigation along the lines of the present
study can never be completely satisfied.
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