CALL FOR PAPERS FOR THE 2007 CONFERENCE ON COMMUNICATION AND ENVIRONMENT
June 22 - June 25, 2007
LOCATION/HOST
DePaul University, Department of Communication - Chicago, IL
PAPER AND PROGRAM PROPOSAL DEADLINE
The deadline for receipt of submissions is 1 March 2007.
THE PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE
This conference will take as its central theme the mediated relationship between human culture and the natural environment. Communication has a major impact on the way we comprehend the natural world and by extension, the way in which we live in the natural world. Our material practices then have an impact on not only nearby places but also faraway places, both natural and cultural. This conference will explore the symbolic relationship between nature and culture and the inextricable connection between nature and its human meanings.
We invite submissions that explore the conference theme from the broad range of scholarly approaches to environmental communication. Potential paper topics might include-but are definitely not limited to-analysis of and arguments about: 1) theoretical legacies about the symbolic divide between nature and culture that is so much a part of certain environmental discourse; 2) ideas about urban wilderness and campaigns for promoting ecological restoration in major metropolitan areas or other environmental justice, sustainability and climate change initiatives; 3) how mediated representations in popular culture, art, and/or the public sphere more broadly struggle to represent nature; 4) various cultural reactions, receptions, and constructions of nature in communication theory; and 5) case studies of a specific facet of nature and the ways culture shapes both its existence and its possibilities for survival.
In keeping with the tradition of the previous eight Conferences on Communication and the Environment, papers and panel proposals that are not related to the 2007 Conference theme are also welcome. We also particularly encourage international participants and papers.
CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS
The 2007 Conference on Communication and the Environment will publish a set of Conference proceedings (either electronic or hard copy). In addition, completed papers related to the conference theme will be eligible to be considered for publication in a special issue of the new academic journal ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNICATION: A JOURNAL OF NATURE AND CULTURE that will be edited by the Conference organizer. Essays will be reviewed for inclusion in the journal with author's permission.
CONFERENCE SUBMISSIONS
1. We will judge completed papers on the Conference theme, panel proposals on the Conference theme, completed papers not on the Conference theme, and thematic panel proposals on a non-Conference theme. Abstracts will not be considered for inclusion in the Conference.
2. Papers should be submitted with a cover page that includes the title of the manuscript, the author's name and affiliation, and contact information. A second separate page should include the title and a one paragraph abstract of no more than 200 words. Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced with notes and references on separate sheets, immediately following the text. Manuscripts should be no longer than 7,500 words (including text and references).
3. All panel proposals must include: a rationale for the panel and a one-page abstract of each paper, along with a commitment of each participant to attend the conference if the panel is accepted. Any panel that involves a respondent must include a rationale for including a respondent.
4. Four copies of papers or panel proposals, as well as any questions, should be mailed (via regular mail or e-mail) to the following address for review in a competitive selection process:
Barb Willard
Department of Communication
DePaul University
2320 N. Kenmore Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614
bwillard@depaul.edu
Direct questions to Barb Willard via e-mail or phone (773)325-2965.

