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The Mandala Browser. Design by Constanza Pacher and Sandra Gabriele (http://mandala.humviz.org.)  



The Slot Machine. Design by Milena Radzikowska.



Designing  
graphical objects
• Amount of useful information. 

• Amount of graphical difference. 

• Restraint in form complexity.



MeaningImpact

Function
Form

Designing meaningful  
graphical objects



Designing meaningful  
graphical objects
• Designed artefacts can hold some kind of argument. 

• Design thinking and making contribute to human knowledge. 

• Designed artefacts are complex agents that act upon our world.

Positional Significant Consequential



Collection of shopping cart and bag icons (http://www.intersmash.com/300images/images/carts.gif.)



U.S. Gun Deaths (Kirk, Kois, and @GunDeaths).



Out of Sight, Out of Mind (Pitch Interactive).



Design by Milena Radzikowska.



Sameness 
vs. difference 
• Should organic constraints should be given the same graphical 

form as mechanical constraints? 

• Do constraints such as working hours and conditions, sick leave, 
and safety concerns require a different graphical treatment?  

• Should people constraints be treated as visually different from 
environmental constraints?



Equality 
vs. devaluing 

Helen Johnson 1 barrel of waste



The Pill Browser (Ruecker, Given, Sadler, and Ruskin).



Consequences
• Impact on a user’s interpretation of a category. 

• Impact on a user’s interpretation of category’s level of 
significance. 

• Impact on a user’s perception of herself or of others. 
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