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The Explorer 

The Soldier

Tenor
Baritone
Non-singing role 
Non-singing roleThe Condemned Man .

ORCHESTRA
Bb Clarinet I
Bb Clarinet II/ Bass Clarinet
Bassoon
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Bb Trumpet
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Percussion - one player - Snare Drum, Xylophone, Bamboo Wind Chimes, Vibraphone, Bass Drum
Violin
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Cello
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Tape

Based on Franz Kafka's The Penal Colony, 
copyright (c) 1975 by Schocken Books.

All rights reserved.
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Schocken Books, published by Pantheon Books, 
a division of Random House, Inc.
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fDisgusted, rather quickly.)
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i tuf^oied to woric the machine without a strap?for rruuntaining the very much(The Officer stops the machine.
In the sudden silence, the prisoner (While he is being strapped in, 
is placed onto the bed.) a  w r is t  s tr a p  b rea k s .)
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(When the ‘gag is forced into the 
prisonerJj mouth, he vomits.)
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approx. 84
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count you are will - ing. What it more, you fiutl.

(Horrified) J U
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PP

Bass
mp

pp
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C1I

Bass Clarinet

Cl II

Bsn

Hn I

T p t

Trb

Pere

OFF

EXP

be - foie you took al-iea-dy  won ■ der - ing whether it would be my d u * ty to  n - te r -v e n e . and whe-thermy in - <er •

Vln

Via

PP

Vcl

PP
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1021

C l  I

Bs Cl

Bsn

Hn I

Hn II

T pt

m f

Ttb

Perc

OFF

EXP

1 red • irod•light-est chtnee o f tuc-eett. to whom I ought to turn: <n  c le u - e r ,  hut with-out h*v • ing rtrength-enod my

Vln

Via

Vcl

m f
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C 1 I

Bs Cl

Bsn

Hn I

T p t

Trb

Vibraphoac

Perc

5a.

OFF

EXP

in - Hu-«nc* my judge-mcrx. You don't know yet.

Vln

Via

Vcl

Bass

m f
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Cl I

Bsn

Hn I

JQ.
Hn II

Tpt

Trb

Perc

OFF

EXP

1 dull tell the Com - man-dint whtf I think of the pro - ce • dure. cer • tarn • ly,

Vln

mp

Via

Vcl

m p

Bass

m p
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Cl I

to Clarinet II

BsCl

Bsn

Hn I

Tpt

Trb

to xylophone

Perc

OFF

EXP
F E

long e • nough (o at • tend m  - y cav-fi em  - bade - ingnor ihall I May hen

VIn

Via

Vcl

mp

mp
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Xylophone

m J l A  A
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^ b =t m J l  J \  ( l = i
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f
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m tf
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:—  ' m p

So, you did not find the pro • ce • dure con • vinc-ing.

»  .......... - - - — =
§
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LT J  uf J
--- -  ■   p p

Cl I

a n

PP

Bsn

Hn I

Trb

Pcrc

p p

OFF

EXP

-nx

Vln
>

Via

Vcl
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t m r t
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p
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m f
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m f

---------------------------------------§ ---■
m f

9 « -  ■

;  J i  n  n n . ijm n  n  n i J t i  n  n  j t -
m  | i >  . i t *  *  *

m f
(To the Prisoner)

l  1,  nr r » r  i = = f =

— t f j i — *  r  *

1— 3 —|

— | |J » —£ —

§ 17 u ' 1 - + =
You *re free. Yet,

IHJ4 ........ ~  ..... =
you in  »e( free.

(The Prtsoner struggles in his haste to get out.)

i b ........— .=i  -.... —

_
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Cl I

Bass Clarinet

Cl II

Bsn

Hn I

Tpt

Trb

tfP

Perc

(To the Soldier) 
 r—S—l 11.

OFF

Draw huYou’ll bunt my Mrifu.

(The Officer pulls out the papers again, shuffles through them, and shows one to the Explorer.)

EXP

Vln

mp

Via

fP
pizz

Vcl

Bass

sfp
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C1I

Bs Cl

Bsn

Hn I

H nll

Tpt

Trb

Xylophone

Pcrc

mp

OFF

Try

EXP

! toid you be - fore that i can't make out these Knpu.

Vln

Via

Vcl

R e p ro d u c e d  with p erm iss ion  of th e  copyright ow ner.  F u r the r  reproduction  prohibited without perm iss ion .



C l I

Bs C l

mp

Bsn

mp

Hn I

mp

H n l l

Trb

mp

Pere

OFF

Sure - |y you cm read iti» what ii

EXP

Vin

Via

Vcl

Bass
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X ylophone

Perc

OFF

EXP

)U»l! i i  w h t i  it  w rit • ten the re .

m
M a y - b e .  I am  pre p a r e d ___________ to  b e - l e v e y o u .

E l J = «

m f

Via

Vcl

Bass
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Cl I

Cl II

Bsn

*P
Hn I

**P
H nll

mp

Tpt

mp

Trb

Start Tape 2
Perc

OFF

{The Officer climbs onto the apparatus and begins to adjust the designer.)

EXP

Vln

Via

Vcl

pizz

m f
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EX P

Vln

Via

m m
f ^ r r r r - r r  t

m
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Cl I

cm

Bsn

H n l

Tpt

Trt>

Pen:

OFF

(The Officer climbs dorm and begins to undress, care/idly handling each garment then flinging it away. He pulls his sword out o f its sheath and breaks it, casting it away.)

EXP

Vln

Via

Vcl
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Cl I

Cl II

H nll

Perc

OFF

■p

EXP

Vln

Via

Vcl *
m f
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Cl I

p p

Cl II

Bsn

Hn I

Hn II

Tpt

Trb

Perc

PP

OFF

(The Officer climbs into the bed and takes the felt 
gag into his mouth, hesitating only fo r  an instant.)

EXP

sill tasto, non vib.

Vln

p p
sul tasto. non vib.

Via

p p
sul tasto. non vib.

Vcl

- p p p

Bass
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Cl I

Cl II

Bsn

Hn I

Hn H

Tpt

Trb

Start Tape 3

Perc

OFF

(The apparatus, seemingly o f  its own will, begins towork. 
This time, however, it operates absolutely silently.)(The Prisoner eagerly straps him in.)

Spoken:

EXP

Go back home.

Vln

ord.

Via

Vcl

pizz

Bass
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Cl II

Bsn

Hn I

H nll

Tpt

Trb

Perc

OFF

(The apparatus begins to creak. I t  slowly heaves and spits a  cogwheel out o f  the designer. More follow as the apparatus slowly self-destructs.)

EXP

Vln

Via

Vcl
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cir

Cl II

Bsn

Hn I

Hnll

Tpt

Trb

Bass Drum

Pore

OFF

(Rather than giving the exquisite torture that the Officer desires, the needles jab  him randomly. The Explorer seems to want to help, but can do  nothing.)

EXP

ord.

Vln

Via

ord.

Vcl
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©
Cl I

mCl II

Bsn

Hn I

Tpt

Trb

Perc

OFF

EXP

non vib.
Vln

Via

non vib.
Vcl

>
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Cl I

Bass Clarinet

Cl II

Bsn

(5")

Hn I

PP
(5")

Hn II

PPmp

Tpt

(5")
Trb

PPmp
Tape 3 ends

Perc

OFF

(As the Explorer pulls on the corpse it swings 
around, showing the Officer's forehead pierced 
through, with no visible sign o f  the promised 
redemption.)

Spoken:

EXP

ord.

Vln

mp
(15") ord.

Via

mp

ord.,

Vcl

(15-)

Bass

118
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