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C hapter I

AN INTRODUCTION INTO PROJECTIVE TESTING

P sy ch o lo g y , l i k e  a l l  o th e r  s c ie n c e s ,  i s  in  a  s t a t e  o f  grow th 

and developm ent. C l in ic a l  p sycho logy  i s  t h a t  b ran ch  w hich i s  

co nce rned  p r im a r i ly  w ith  th e  s tu d y  o f in d iv id u a l s .  Under th e  

im petus o f  grow ing knowledge and expanded te c h n iq u e s  i t  has com® 

more and more t o  fo cu s  on p e r s o n a l i ty  u n d e rs ta n d in g . G ra d u a lly , 

c l i n i c a l  p sycho logy  i s  a s s im i la t in g  a dynamic approach  to  b e h a v io r .  

Such an  approach  demands th a t  a l l  b e h a v io r  be re g a rd e d  as a c t iv e  

In  th e  sen se  t h a t  in d iv id u a ls  s t r i v e  tow ard  an a d a p ta t io n  w ith  

t h e i r  p h y s ic a l  and s o c ia l  e n v iro n m en t. F u r th e r ,  i t  re g a rd s  a l l  

b e h a v io r  as  p u rp o s iv e  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  b e h a v io r  i s  o r ie n te d  tow ard  

th e  ach ievem ent of some p a r t i c u l a r  g o a l .  In  t h i s  l i g h t ,  p e r s o n a l i ty  

may b e  re g a rd e d  as th e  "p ro c e ss  th e  in d iv id u a l  u se s  t o  o rg a n iz e  h is  

e x p e rie n c e  in  term s o f  a changing  w orld  o f p h y s ic a l  and s o c ia l  

r e a l i t y  and to  o rd e r such r e a l i t y  to  h i s  own needs and v a lu e s ."  1

The te rm  " p ro je c t io n "  i s  b a s ic  t o  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  modern 

c l i n i c a l  p sy ch o lo g y . I t  was in tro d u c e d  as  e a r ly  as 1894 by  Freud 

in  h is  p a p e r co n ce rn in g  "The A nxiety  N eu ro sis"  and was d esc rib e d *  

"The psyche develops th e  n e u ro s is  o f a n x ie ty  when i t  f e e l s  i t s e l f  

un eq u a l t o  th e  ta s k  o f m a ste rin g  e x c i t a t i o n  a r i s i n g  en d o g en o u sly .
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That i s  to  s a y , i t  a c t s  as i f  i t  had p ro je c te d  t h i s  e x c i t a t i o n

in to  th e  o u te r  •world*1’ Two y e a rs  l a t e r ,  Freud w ro te  in  h is

p ap er ”0n th e  Defense o f  N europsychoses” an  e la b o r a t io n  o f h is

i n i t i a l  o b s e rv a t io n s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  p r o je c t io n  was a  d e fe n s iv e

p ro c e ss  w hereby an in d iv id u a l  m ight a s c r ib e  h is  own d r iv e s

and f e e l i n g s , to  th e  w o rld  w ith o u t ,  th e re b y  a llo w in g  th e s e

’’u n d e s ir a b le ” phenomena to  rem ain  u n reco g n ized  w i th in  h im s e lf .

D uring th e  l a s t  h a l f  c e n tu ry  c o u n tle s s  p a p e rs ,  academ ic and

c l i n i c a l  -  p s y c h o a n a ly tic  have d e a l t  w i th  th e  phenomenon o f

p r o je c t io n  i n  many c o n te x ts  -  r e l i g i o u s ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and p sycho -

p a th o lo g ic *  I t  was n o t u n t i l  l e s s  th a n  a  decade ago th a t  th e

concep t of p r o je c t io n  a s  a d efen se  mechanism was g e n e ra l ly

d e s c r ib e d  as hav ing  b ro a d e r  im p l ic a t io n s .  In  e x p e rim e n ta l

i n v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  phenomenon, B e lia k  e t  a l  observed  th e

e x te r n a l  a tta ch m en t o f f e e l in g s  a g re e a b le  and d e s i r a b le  t o  th e  

2in d iv id u a l .  C a re fu l re re a d in g  o f  F reud r e v e a le d  a  g ro s s ly  

o v erlooked  s ta te m e n t .  "But p r o je c t io n  i s  n o t s p e c i a l l y  c r e a te d  

f o r  th e  pu rpose  o f d e fe n c e . I t  comes in to  b e in g  when th e re  a re  

no c o n f l i c t s .  The p r o je c t io n  o f  in n e r  peroeptions to  th e  o u t­

s id e  i s  a  p r im it iv e  mechanism w h ich , f o r  in s ta n c e ,  a ls o  in f lu e n c e s  

our sen se  p e r c e p t io n s ,  so  th a t  i t  n o rm ally  has th e  g r e a t e s t  sh a re  

in  sh ap in g  our o u te r  w o r ld ,” F reu d ’ s main assum ption  i s  t h a t

2 —
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mem ories o f  p e rc e p ts  in f lu e n c e  p e rc e p tio n  o f contem porary  

s t im u l i ,  and f o r  p u rp o ses  w ider th a n  th e  o r ig in a l  p u rp o ses  o f  

d efense  •

I t  i s  i n  t h i s  sen se  th a t  th e  te rm  " p r o je c t io n ” i s  g iv e n  

modern c l i n i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n .  I t  i s  upon t h i s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

t h a t  c l i n i c a l  p sycho logy  has g iv en  b i r t h  to  I t s  many s o - c a l l e d  

p r o je c t iv e  te c h n iq u e s .  These a re  c l i n i c a l  in s tru m e n ts  d es ig n ed  

t o  g a in  in s ig h t  in to  th e  fu n c tio n in g  o f  an  in d iv id u a l  p e r s o n a l i ty  

th ro u g h  study  o f  h i s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s t r u c t u r e  as  p r o je c te d  by him 

upon s u i t a b ly  d e s ig n ed  ambiguous m a te r i a l .  The use  o f  p r o je c t iv e  

t e s t s  assum es th a t  th e  exam iner is  s t r i v i n g  to  a s c e r t a in  som ething 

abou t th e  s u b je c t  of w hich  th e  s u b je c t  e i t h e r  does n o t have c o n - 

so io u s  aw areness o r  w hich  he i s  u n ab le  to  communicate f r e e l y  and 

sp o n ta n e o u s ly . I t  i s  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r o je c t iv e  p ro ced u re s  

t h a t  th e y  allow  th e  s u b je c ts  t o  a c t i v e l y  and sp o n ta n e o u s ly  s t r u c ­

tu r e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s t r u o tu r a l  m a te r i a l ,  and in  so doing to  make 

p a lp a b le  t o  th e  c l i n i c i a n  f a c t s  o f  h is  p sy c h o lo g ic a l s t r u c t u r e .  

P r o je c t iv e  t e s t s  seek  to  avo id  th e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  s c r u t in iz in g  

v a s t s  amounts o f  l i f e  d a ta ,  p e r t i n e n t  segm ents o f w h ich  a re  

f r e q u e n t ly  l o s t  in  o b s c u r i ty .  I t  is  th e  c la im  o f t h e i r  o r ig in a ­

t o r s ,  and th e  b a t t l e c r y  o f  t h e i r  d ev o tees  t h a t  th e  p r o je c t iv e  

te c h n iq u e s  se rv e  t o  e l i c i t ,  t o  re n d e r  o b se rv a b le , re c o rd a b le  and

3 —
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com m unicable, th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l e lem en ts  o f  a s u b je c t  in h e re n t 

in  him a t  any g iv en  moment.

P erhaps th e  e a r l i e s t  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  p r o je c t iv e  i n v e s t ig a t io n  

was made by  S i r  F ra n c is  G alto n  in  1879. In  o b se rv in g  h i s  own 

f r e e - a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  G alton  found t h a t  th o s e  w hioh o ccu rred  f re q u e n ­

t l y  over a  fo u r  month p e r io d  w ere t r a c e a b le  la r g e ly  t o  boyhood 

and y o u th , w ith  in c id e n ta l  and  i s o l a t e d  id eas  stemming from  more 

r e c e n t  e x p e r ie n c e .  The d ia g n o s t ic  im p lic a t io n s o f  h is  o b s e rv a tio n s  

d id  n o t  escap e  G a lto n . In  h is  p u b l ic a t io n  c o v e rin g  t h i s  w ork , 

th e r e  ap p ea rs  th e  fo llo w in g  p ro p h e tic  s ta te m e n t .  One’ s own words 

. . .  ”They la y  b a re  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  m an 's th o u g h ts  w ith  

more v iv id n e s s  th o se  he would p ro b a b ly  c a re  to  p u b lis h  to  th e  

w o r ld .” 4

P sy c h o lo g ic a l t e s t i n g  p ro g re s se d  s lo w ly  f o r  many y e a r s .  

E d u ca to rs  w ere la rg e ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  fo c u s in g  th e  p s y c h o lo g is t ’s 

a t t e n t i o n  upon in d iv id u a ls  and in d iv id u a l  f u n c t io n in g .  The work 

o f B in e t on th e  m easurem ent o f  i n t e l l ig e n c e  was in  p a r t  an  o u t­

grow th o f  h i s  work as a member o f  a  com m ission a p p o in te d  in  1904 

by th e  F rench  M in is te r  o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t io n  to  make recommenda­

t i o n s  for teaching th e  feebleminded i n  the Paris public schools.

A few months l a t e r ,  Ebbinghaus and o th e rs  w ere com m issioned to  

in v e s t ig a te  th e  f a t i g u e  e f f e c t s  o f co n tin u o u s  f iv e -h o u r  s e s s io n s

-  4 -
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in  th® B re s la u  s c h o o ls .  The m en ta l t e s t i n g  movement how ever, 

seems to  have been  to o  narrow ly  co n c e iv e d , c o n f in in g  i t s e l f  

p r im a r i ly  t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f u n c t io n in g .  The p s y c h o lo g is t  o f  t h i s  

e ra  was n o t p re p a re d  to  o f f e r  e i t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r  e x p e r im e n ta l 

knowledge t o  th e  g e rm in a tin g  s tu d y  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty .  I t  was 

in e v i ta b le  th e n ,  th a t  m ethods abundan t w ith  prom ise f o r  th e  

in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  sh o u ld  rem ain  dormant u n t i l  th e  

fo u n d a tio n s  f o r  t h e i r  m ean ip^u lness became s o l id i f ie d *

The f i r s t  a c tu a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  th ro u g h  p ro -
C

je o t iv e  m easures p e r t i n e n t  to  t h i s  s tu d y  was d e s c r ib e d  by B r i t t a i n  

i n  h is  p a p e r ,  "A S tudy o f  Im a g in a tio n ” , w hich appeared  in  1907*

A s e r ie s  o f  n in e  p ic tu r e s  was p re s e n te d  t o  a  mixed group o f  s u b je c t s  

who ran g ed  in  age from  13 t o  20 y ea rs*  From an a n a ly s i s  o f  t h e i r  

s t o r i e s ,  w hich were e v a lu a te d  a c c o rd in g  to  nam es, th e  use  o f  th e  

f i r s t  p e rs o n , th e  u se  o f  p ic tu r e  d e t a i l s ,  im a g in a tiv e  q u a l i ty ,  

u n i ty  and le n g th ,  and th e  u se  o f  m o ra l, s o c i a l ,  and r e l i g io u s  

c o n c e p ts , B r i t t a i n  drew many co n c lu s io n s  co n ce rn in g  s i g n i f i c a n t  

sex  d i f f e r e n c e s .  S h o r tly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Libby® p u b lish e d  a  s im i la r  

s tu d y  d e s c r ib in g  h is  i n v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n  betw een  

im a g in a tio n  and th e  f e e l in g s  o f sch o o l c h ild re n *  I t  was h i s  

f in d in g  t h a t  younger c h i ld r e n  g ive  more " o b je c t iv e "  s t o r i e s  w h ile  

th e  s t o r i e s  o f o ld e r  c h i ld r e n  w ere more " s u b je c t iv e ” . A ccording
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t© t h i s  a u th o r ,  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  o c c u rre d  betw een th e  

t h i r t e e n t h  and f o u r te e n th  y e a r s .

F o r some tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a rs  t h i s  app roach  to  th e  s tu d y  ©f

p e r s o n a l i ty  rem ained s t a t i c .  The n e x t p u b l ic a t io n  d e a l in g  w ith
7

a  s im i la r  p ro ced u re  d id  n o t  ap p e a r u n t i l  1932. A t t h a t  t im e , 

S ch w artz , a  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  d e s c r ib e d  "A S o c i a l  S i t u a t i o n  P ic tu r e  

T e s t"  w hich he had d e v ise d  a s  an a id  t o  p s y c h ia t r ic  in te rv ie w in g  

in  th e  overcrow ded D e t r o i t  C lin ic  f o r  J u v e n ile  R esea rc h .

The Them atic A p percep tion  T e s t ,  which i s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  

p r e s e n t  s tu d y , came in t o  b e in g  in  1935.

-  6 -
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C hap ter I I

THE THEMATIC APPERCEPTION TEST 
AND THE MURRAY THEORY OF PERSONALITY

The Them atic A p p ercep tion  T e s t (TAT) i s  a  p r o je c t iv e  

te c h n iq u e  which p u rp o r ts  t o  r e v e a l  th e  b a s ic  p e r s o n a l i ty  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  s u b je c t  by  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  p h a n ta s ie s  

p roduced  by him in  re sp o n se  to  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t im u l i  p i c t u r e s .  I t  

was f i r s t  d e s c r ib e d  by  Morgan and M urray in  a  b r i e f  e ig h te e n  

page a r t i c l e  o u t l in in g  th e  fu n d am en ta ls  o f  th e  p ro ced u re  b u t 

g iv in g  no d e t a i l e d  method f o r  in te r p r e ta t io n ,®  Indeed  one had 

n o t  y e t  been  d ev e lo p ed . M urray has  d e s c r ib e d  th e  in c e p t io n  o f  

th e  t e s t ,  "A c o n v e rsa tio n  I  had w ith  a  s tu d e n t . . . was th e  

sp a rk  t h a t  s t a r t e d  u s  c o l l e c t in g  p ic tu r e s  in  1953. At th e  

b e g in n in g  (C h ris  M organ 's) p a r t  was t o  h e lp  in  th e  s e l e c t io n  o f  

th e  p ic tu r e s  ( lo o k in g  th ro u g h  m ag azin es, e t c . ) ;  to  red raw  a  few 

o f  th e  s e le c te d  p i c tu r e s ;  and to  a d m in is te r  th e  t e s t  t o  h a l f  

o u r s u b je c t s  (o r  h a l f  th e  t e s t  to  a l l  ou r s u b je c t s ,  I  d o n 't  

remember w h ich ). We w ro te  th e  a r t i c l e  to g e th e r  r a t h e r  q u ic k ly  

—  in  a b o u t two weeks a s  I  remember."®

Three y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  i n i t i a l  p u b l i c a t io n ,  M urray 's  

E x p lo ra tio n s  i n  P e rs o n a li ty -*-® p u t  f o r t h  th e  g e n e ra l  th e o ry  o f  

p e r s o n a l i ty  developed  by  th e  w orkers  a t  th e  H arvard P sy c h o lo g ic a l

-  7 -
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C l i n ic ,  In  t h i s  volume th e  p re lim in a ry  TAT r e s u l t s  w ere in t e g r a te d  

w ith  t h e i r  n e e d -p re s s  th e o ry .  The work o f  th e  M urray group in  

b u i ld in g  a  system  o f  p erso n o lo g y  ( " in s te a d  o f  ’th e  p sycho logy  o f  

p e r s o n a l i t y ’ ,  a clum sy and t a u to lo g i c a l  e x p re s s io n " )  was a  d i r e c t  

ou tg row th  o f  t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  e x i s t in g  scheme®, "The 

l i t e r a t u r e  i s  f u l l  o f  a c c u ra te  o b se rv a tio n s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n ts ,  

s t a t i s t i c a l  c o m p ila t io n s , and b r i l l i a n t  f l a s h e s  o f  i n t u i t i o n .

But ta k e n  a s  a  w ho le , p e rso n o lo g y  i s  a  patchw ork  q u i l t  o f  incompa­

t i b l e  d e s ig n s .  In  t h i s  domain men speak  w ith  v o ic e s  o f  a u th o r i ty  

sa y in g  d i f f e r e n t  th in g s  in  d i f f e r e n t  to n g u e s , and th e  e x p e c ta n t 

s tu d e n t  i s  l e f t  to  wonder w h eth er one o r  none a re  in  th e  r i g h t , "  

M urray d is t in g u is h e d  c l e a r l y  betw een " p e r ip h e r a l i s t s "  who a r e  

a p t  to  em phasize th e  p h y s ic a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  o v e r t  b e h a v io r ,  and th e  

" c e n t r a l i s t s "  who s t r e s s  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o r  ends o f  b e h a v io r .  T h e ir  

work was co n s id e re d  by  th e  H arvard  group  to  be an a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  

s u c c e s s fu l  r e c o n c i l i a t io n  o f  th e  tw o .

The d a ta  o u t o f  w hich t h e i r  o r ig i n a l  co n cep ts  em erged w ere :

"o u r own e x p e r ie n c e , and th e  l i v e s  o f  o th e r s : p a t i e n t#  t r e a t e d  a t

th e  C l i n i c ,  a c q u a in ta n c e s ,  and th e  c h a r a c te r s  in  h i s t o r y  and 

f i c t i o n , "  These w orkers  w ere gu ided  in  d ev e lo p in g  t h e i r  g e n e r a l i ­

z a t io n s  by th e  th e o r i e s  o f  F reud and M cDougall, a s  w e ll  a s  th o se  

©f Ju n g , Bank, A d le r , Lewin and o th e r s .  E v e n tu a lly ,  t h i s  new
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th e o ry  evo lved  a s  a  th e o ry  o f  d i r e c t i o n a l  f o r c e s  w ith in  th e  

s u b je c t  which seek  o u t o r  resp o n d  to  v a r io u s  o b je c ts  o r  t o t a l  

s i t u a t i o n s  in  th e  env iro n m en t. Such fo r c e s  a re  commonly 

term ed " i n s t i n c t s ” by th e  F re u d ia n s  and e a r ly  McDougall f o l l o ­

w e rs . (McDougall l a t e r  ad o p ted  th e  te rm  " p r o p e n s i t i e s " , )  

A lthough th e  F re u d ia n s  e x p l i c i t l y  c i t e  o n ly  two i n s t i n c t s ,  sex  

and a g g re s s io n , th e y  do r e f e r  t o  numerous o th e r  f o r c e s  in  be­

h a v io r a l  phenomena. McDougall enum erated  m ost o f  th e s e  in  h i s  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  Mid i t  i s  more a c c u r a te ly  

upon th e s e  t h a t  th e  M urray w orkers b ased  t h e i r  v a r ia b le s  o f  

p e r s o n a l i ty .

The c o n c e p tu a l scheme s e t  f o r t h  by th e  M urray group  i s  

based  upon c e r t a in  p rim ary  p r o p o s i t io n s .  These g e n e ra l  p o s tu ­

l a t e s  in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g  p o in t s :

1 .  I n d iv id u a l  o rg an ism s, n o t  a g g re g a te s  o f  

organ ism s a r e  th e  o b je c ts  to  be s tu d ie d .

2 . The whole organism  and i t s  p a r t s  a r e  

i n t e r r e l a t e d .  "W holeness" i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  th e  organism  from  th e  b e g in n in g j p a r t s  a r e  

d e r iv e d  by s e l f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s .

5 .  The organism  undergoes "changing  s t a t e s "  

rather than being an inert body merely responding 

t o  e x te r n a l  s t im u la t io n .
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4 , The h i s to r y  o f  th e  organism  i s  th e  o rg an ism . 

I t  c o n s is t s  o f  a  v a s t l y  com plex s e r i e s  o f  te m p o ra lly  

r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  ex ten d in g  from  b i r t h  to  d e a th .

5 , The organism  and i t s  m il ie u  alw ays m ust be 

c o n s id e re d  to g e th e r ,  s in c e  th e  organism  i s  alw ays 

w ith in  an  env ironm ent and c o n fro n te d  by p h y s ic a l ,  

s o c i a l ,  and em o tio n a l s i t u a t i o n s  which l a r g e ly  d e t e r ­

mine i t s  b e h a v io r .

6 ,  The organism  a t te n d s  and r e a c t s  t o  t h a t  

p a r t  o f  th e  t o t a l  env ironm ent w hich c r e a te s  a 

s tim u lu s  s i t u a t i o n .  T h is  s tim u lu s  i s  e i t h e r  

f a c i l i t a t i n g  o r  o b s t ru c t in g  in  th e  e f f e c t  i t  e x e r t s  

upon th e  o rg an ism . Such a  fo r c e  in  th e  env ironm ent 

i s  term ed  a  PRESS, and i s  a  te m p o ra l g e s t a l t  o f  

s t im u l i  which u s u a l ly  a p p e a rs  in  th e  g u is e  o f  a  

t h r e a t  o f  harm o r  p rom ise o f  b e n e f i t  to  th e  o rgan ism .

7 , The r e a c t io n s  o f  th e  organism  to  i t s  

env ironm ent a r e  u s u a l ly  o rg a n iz e d  and u n i f i e d  t o  

a c h ie v e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i s  s u r v i v a l i s t i c a l l y  p u rp o s e fu l .

8 ,  A daptive b e h a v io r  may be an a ly zed  in to  th e  

movements (a c to n e s )  o f  a c c o m p lish in g  b e h a v io r  and th e  

e f f e c t s  ach iev ed  by th e  movements. These a r e  connec­

te d  in  such a  way a s  t o  prom ote a  c e r t a in  b e h a v io ra l  

t r e n d  o f  u n i ty  i n  th e  o rgan ism .
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9 . B e h a v io ra l t r e n d s  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to  hypo the­

t i c a l  f o r c e s  ( d r iv e s ,  p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  NEEDS) w ith in  th e  

o rg an ism . A lthough i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n c e p tu a liz e  

t h i s  f o r c e ,  i t  i s  f e l t  to  be one w hich le a d s  t o  a c t i v i t y  

w hich in  tu r n  seek s  to  s a t i s f y  th e  o r ig i n a l  n e e d .

1 0 . Most f r e q u e n t ly  en v iro n m en ta l p re s s  I n c i t e  

needs w ith in  th e  organism  a lth o u g h  th e  p ro c e s s  i s ,  on 

o cca s io n  r e v e r s e d .  In  some in s ta n c e s  a  need  w ith in  th e  

organism  may le a d  i t  t o  seek  o u t a  c e r t a in  e x te r n a l  

p r e s s .  The s im p le s t  fo rm u la tio n  o f  b e h a v io r  i s  a  n e e d -  

p r e s s  co m b in a tio n . (M urray h as  u sed  th e  te rm  "them: a" 

t o  d e s c r ib e  such an in t e r a c t i o n  betw een organism  and 

e n v iro n m e n t,!

11 . The e x te n t  t o  w hich th e  in t e r a c t io n  o f  a  need  

and a  p re s s  m eets w ith  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o r  f r u s t r a t i o n  i s  

im p o rta n t in  d e te rm in in g  th e  f u tu r e  developm ent o f  th e  

o rgan ism .

1 2 . Both th e  organism  and th e  env ironm ent change 

w ith  th e  p assag e  o f  tim e and e v e n ts .  S uccess and f a i l u r e ,  

le a rn in g  and m a tu ra tio n  —  a l l  p roduce t h e i r  e f f e c t s  so  

t h a t  a t  each moment th e  organism  becomes one which w i l l  

n e v e r  r e p e a t  i t s e l f  e x a c t ly .
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I S .  U n ifo rm it ie s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n i d e n t i t i e s ,  a re  

o b se rv ab le  in  th e  l i f e  o f  an o rg an ism . I n d iv id u a ls  te n d  

t o  r e a c t  in  s im i la r  ways t o  s im i la r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  and 

in c r e a s in g ly  so  w ith  a g e . C o n s is te n c y , th e n ,  a s  w e ll  

a s  change i s  p r e s e n t .  Because o f  t h i s  t r e n d  to  same­

n e s s ,  any  o rganism  can be d e p ic te d  by l i s t i n g  th e  

m ost r e c u r r e n t  needs and p r e s s .

1 4 . T hat c o n s is te n c ie s  o ccu r i s  d u e , a t  l e a s t  

p a r t i a l l y ,  t o  e n d u rin g  " t r a c e s ” w hich may be a c t iv a t e d  

by th e  ap p ea ran ce  o f  s im i la r  s i t u a t i o n s .  The p r in c i p le  

o f  r e d in te g r a t io n  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  an organism  i s  a p t  to  

resp o n d  to  new s i t u a t io n s  in  te rm s o f  i t s  e a r l i e r  

re sp o n se  t o  a  p re v io u s  s i t u a t i o n .

1 5 . S p e c i f ic  modes o f  b e h a v io r  become co nnec ted  

w ith  s p e c i f i c  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  th e  in d iv id u a l  l e a r n s ,  

w ith  a g e ,  to  d is c r im in a te  and c o o rd in a te .

16 . S in ce  b r a in  p ro c e s s e s  a r e  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  

th e  r e c e p t io n ,  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  and c o n se rv a tio n  o f  complex 

i n t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  im p re s s io n s , and s in c e  a  need  o r  

d r iv e  i s  d e f in e d  a s  a  h y p o th e t ic a l  p ro c e s s  fo llo w in g  

s t im u la t io n  b u t  p re c e d in g  a c t iv e  re s p o n s e , i t  m ust 

th e n  be lo c a te d  in  th e  b r a in  r e g io n .
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1 7 . C e r ta in  m u tu a lly  dependen t p ro c e s s e s  may be 

i s o l a t e d  which c o n s t i tu t e  dom inant c o n f ig u ra t io n s  in

th e  b r a in .  These M urray h as  la b e le d  " re g n a n t” p ro c e s s e s .

Each regnancy  i s  a t  th e  summit o f  a  h ie r a r c h y .  To t h i s  

e x t e n t ,  re g n a n t needs o r  d r iv e s  dom inate th e  in d iv id u a l .

18 . D uring a  g iven  moment o n ly  c e r t a in  re g n a n t 

p ro c e s s e s  a r e  in  c o n s c io u sn e s s . Hence, u n co n sc io u s  o r  

l a t e n t  regn& ncies m ust be c o n c e p tu a liz e d  a s  re g n a n t 

even though th e y  a r e  n o t  o b se rv a b le  even to  in t r o s p e c ­

t i o n .

I t  i s  upon th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  p o in t s  t h a t  th e  M urray 

group u n d e rs ta n d s  p e r s o n a l i ty .  P o in ts  6 and 9 s t a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  v a r ia b le s  w hich m ust be i s o la te d  in  o rd e r  to  

u n d e rs ta n d  b e h a v io r  —  P re s s  and Need.

Need i s  d e f in e d  and d e s c r ib e d  by M urray a s  "a c o n s tr u c t  

(a  c o n v e n ie n t f e c t io n  o r  h y p o th e t ic a l  co n ce p t)  w hich s ta n d s  f o r  

a  fo rc e  ( th e  p l*yeico-chem ical n a tu re  o f  which i s  unknown) in  

th e  b r a in  r e g io n , a  fo r c e  w hich o rg a n iz e s  p e r c e p t io n ,  a p p e rc e p tio n , . 

i n t e l l e c t i o n ,  c o n a tio n  and a c t io n  in  such  a  way a s  t o  tra n s fo rm  in  

a  c e r t a in  d i r e c t io n  a l l  e x i s t i n g ,  u n s a t i s f y in g  s i t u a t i o n ,  A need  

is sometimes provoked directly "by internal processes of a certain
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k in d  (v is e ro g e n ic ,  e n d o c r in o g e n ic , th a lm ic o g e n ic )  a r i s i n g  in  

th e  co u rse  o f  v i t a l  seq u en ce s , b u t  more f r e q u e n t ly  (when in  a  

s t a t e  o f  r e a d in e s s )  by th e  o ccu rren c e  o f  one o f  a  few commonly 

e f f e c t iv e  p re s s  (o r  by a n t i c ip a to r y  im ages o f  such a  p r e s s ) .

Thus i t  m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f  by le a d in g  th e  organism  to  se a rc h  f o r  

o r  t o  a v o id  e n c o u n te r in g , o r  when e n c o u n te re d , t o  a t te n d  and 

resp o n d  t o  c e r t a in  k in d s  o f  p r e s s .  I t  may even engender 

i l l u s o r y  p e rc e p tio n s  and d e lu s o ry  a p p e rc e p tio n s  ( p r o je c t io n s  

o f  i t s  im agined p r e s s  i n t o  u n s u i ta b le  o b j e c t s . )  Each need  i s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  accom panied by a  p a r t i c u l a r  f e e l in g  o r  

em otion and te n d s  t o  u se  c e r t a in  modes to  f u r t h e r  i t s  t r e n d .

I t  may be weak o r  i n t e n s e ,  momentary o r  e n d u r in g . But u s u a l ly  

i t  p e r s i s t s  and g iv e s  r i s e  to  a  c e r t a in  co u rse  o f  o v e r t  

b e h a v io r  (o r  p h a n ta s y ) ,  w hich ( i f  th e  o rganism  i s  com peten t and 

e x t e r n a l  o p p o s itio n  i s  n o t  u nsu rm oun tab le) change th e  i n i t i a ­

t i n g  c irc u m stan c es  in  such a  way a s  t o  b r in g  ab o u t an  end 

s i t u a t i o n  w hich s t i l l s  (ap p eases  o r  s a t i s f i e s )  th e  o rg a n ism .” CO

From t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  a  need  may be re g a rd e d  a s  th e  

im m ediate outcome o f  c e r t a in  i n t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  o c c u r re n c e s . 

I t  i s  a  r e a d in e s s  o f  th e  organism  to  respond  in  a  c e r t a in  way 

un d er g iven  c o n d i t io n s .  W ith su c c e s s iv e  a c t i v a t io n s ,  each need

(1 )  M urray, H ., E x p lo ra tio n s  in  P e r s o n a l i ty ,  Oxford U niv . P r e s s ,  
1958, p .  .125—124
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te n d s  t o  become more f i rm ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  b e h a v io r  p a t te r n s  

w hich have met w ith  th e  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  in  th e  p a s t .

The te rm  "need" does n o t  alw ays r e f e r  to  a  f a c t  t h a t  i s  o b se r­

v a b le  t o  e i t h e r  th e  in d iv id u a l  h im s e lf ,  o th e r  p e r s o n s ,  o r  b o th .

I t  m y  be p r e s e n t  on an  o v e r t  o r  m a n ife s t  l e v e l ;  i t  may n e v e r  

become o b je c t i f i e d  in  r e a l  a c t io n  when evoked and rem ain  on a  

c o v e r t  o r  l a t e n t  l e v e l .  A need may be d is t in g u is h e d  a s  co n sc io u s  

o r  u n c o n sc io u s . W hatever a  s u b je c t  can d i r e c t l y  r e p o r t  upon may 

be c o n s id e re d  c o n sc io u s , w h ile  e v e ry th in g  e l s e  may be re g a rd e d  

a s  u n c o n sc io u s . A ccording t o  such a  c r i t e r i o n ,  v e r b a l i z a t io n  i s  

m andatory  f o r  c o n sc io u sn e ss  (a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  M urray N eed -P ress 

T h eo ry ), E i th e r  a  co n sc io u s  o r  an  u n co n sc io u s need  may be 

o b je c t i f i e d  (m a n ife s t)  o r  l a t e n t .  I t  i s  a  m a tte r  o f  s i  mple 

o b s e rv a tio n  t o  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  many co n sc io u s  d e s i r e s  a r e  n e v e r 

p u t  i n t o  a c t io n  w h ile  many u n co n sc io u s needs become t r a n s p a r e n t  

to  o th e rs  th ro u g h  a c t io n .

P r e s s ,  th e  second m ajor v a r ia b le  w hich i n t e r a c t s  w ith  needs 

t o  s t im u la te  s p e c i f i c  r e a c t io n s  in  in d iv id u a l  o rgan ism s i s ,  p e r ­

h a p s , somewhat e a s i e r  t o  comprehend and id e n t i f y  s in c e  i t s  lo c u s  

i s  (e x c e p t in  some few in s ta n c e s  o f  in t r a - o r g a n ic  s t im u l i )  

e x te r n a l  to  th e  in d iv id u a l .  I t  i s  a  fo rc e  in th e  env ironm ent 

w hich p roduces an  e f f e c t  ( a c t u a l ,  p o t e n t i a l ,  o r  in te n d e d )  upon
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th e  s u b je c t .  ( " E f f e c t” used  in  t h i s  sen se  i s  n o t  ta k e n  to  mean 

th e  a ro u se d  re sp o n se  b u t  r a t h e r  w hat i s  done to  th e  s u b je c t  b e fo re  

he re sp o n d s o r  w hat m igh t be done t o  him i f  he d id  n o t  re s p o n d .)  

The p ro c e s s  i n  th e  s u b je c t  w hich re c o g n iz e s  w hat i s  b e in g  done to  

him a t  th e  moment and w hat m igh t be done to  him i f  he r e a c t s  in  

any  o f  a  v a r i e ty  o f  w ays, h as  been term ed " p re s s iv e  a p p e rc e p tio n " . 

The p ro c e s s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  e g o c e n tr ic  an d , i t  i s  im p o r ta n t t o  n o te ,  

u s u a l ly  u n c o n sc io u s .

I t  was w ith in  t h i s  N eed -P ress th e o ry  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  t h a t  

M urray f i r s t  d e s c r ib e d  h i s  method o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  p h a n ta sy  

p ro d u c tio n s  e l i c i t e d  from  s u b je c t s  in  re sp o n se  to  th e  s t im u l i  

p ic tu r e s  which he s e le c te d  to  compose th e  Them atic A ppercep tion  

T e s t .  S ince  th e  o r ig i n a l  p u b l ic a t io n  s ix te e n  y e a rs  a g o , trem en­

dous im portance has  been  a t ta c h e d  t o  t h i s  method o f  p e r s o n a l i ty

in v e s t ig a t io n  s in c e  i t  g iv e s  p r i  m a r i ly  and more so  th a n  any

o th e r  c l i n i c a l  t e s t  c u r r e n t ly  in  u s e ,  th e  a c t u a l  dynam ics o f

in te r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  By th e  v e ry  n a tu re  o f  th e  p ic tu r e s

i t  g iv e s  b a s ic  d a ta  co n ce rn in g  th e  t e s t e e ' s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  male 

and fem ale  a u th o r i ty  f i g u r e s ,  t o  co n tem p o ra rie s  o f  b o th  s e x e s , 

and i t  f r e q u e n t ly  shows th e  g e n e s is  o f  th e s e  in te r p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t io n s h ip s  in  te rm s o f  fa m ily  r e l a t i o n s .
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Two b a s ic  assum ptions u n d e r ly in g  th e  t e s t  i t s e l f  m ust he  k e p t 

i n  mind in  understanding why th e  TAT accomplishes its aim. The 

f i r s t  may he te rm ed  Me x t e r n a l i z a t i o n n and r e f e r s  d i r e o t ly  to  th e  

phenomenon o f p r o je c t io n  as p re v io u s ly  o u t l in e d .  E x te r n a l iz a t io n  

i s  a  phenomenon th a t  c h a r a c te r iz e s  many TAT re s p o n s e s .  I t  

a p p l ie s  to  t h a t  dynamic m a te r ia l  w ith in  an  in d iv id u a l  w hich i s  

p re s e n t  on a  p reo o n sc io u s  le v e l  and can r e a d i ly  he b ro u g h t in to  

th e  c o n s c io u s . I t  i s  a  common e x p e rie n c e  f o r  c l in i c i a n s  t o
f

e n c o u n te r  s u b je c ts  who a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  re c o g n iz e  th e y  a re  

sp eak in g  o f  th em se lv es  in  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a lth o u g h  th e y  r e p o r t  th e  

aw areness was no t p re s e n t  u n t i l  th e  s to r y  was p ro d u ced . This 

does n o t im ply th a t  su ch  m a te r ia l  i s 'c a p a b le  o f b e in g  b ro u g h t 

w h o le ly  in to  c o n sc io u s n e s s . R a th e r , i t  i s  presumed th a t  much 

p reo o n sc io u s  m a te r ia l  a ls o  has deeper unconsc ious d e te rm in a n ts  

w hich rem ain  below th e  th r e s h o ld  o f  aw aren ess .

The second b a s ic  assum ption  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  TAT a n a ly s i s  is  

p sy c h o lo g ic a l d e te rm in ism  whichmay be re g a rd e d  as a s p e c ia l  

case  o f  th e  law o f  cause  and e f f e c t  — i . e . ,  t h a t  th e re  i s  

un ifo rm  c o e x is te n c e  and  sequence betw een  p sy ch o lo g ic  e v e n ts .  

F u r th e r ,  th e  p r in c ip le  o f o v e rd e te rm in a tio n  must be a d m itte d  

s in c e  b e h a v io r ,  motor o r v e r b a l ,  may have more th a n  one 

m ean ing . A srtory g iv e n  to  a  TAT p ic tu r e  may have b een  o b v io u s ly
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and c o n s c io u s ly  ta k e n  from  a  movie p l o t ,  y e t  i t  i s  r e c a l l e d  and 

re p o r te d  s in c e  i t  r e f l e c t s  p reo o n sc io u s  p a t te r n s  in  th e  s u b j e c t 's  

p sy c h o lo g ic  makeup, and f u r t h e r ,  i t  may be r e c a l l e d  b ecau se  i t  

h a s  a  sy m b o lic , d is g u is e d  meaning on an u n co n sc io u s l e v e l .

The p ic tu r e s  have been changed o v er th e  y e a rs  so t h a t  th e y  

m igh t f a c i l i t a t e  th e  complex p ro c e s s  o f  p r o je c t io n .  The p r e s e n t  

TAT p i c t u r e s a r e  th e  t h i r d  r e v is io n  s in c e  19S5. A side from  

th e  a d d i t io n s  and o m issio n s w hich have been made s in c e  th e  

o r i g i n a l  s e r i e s  was is s u e d ,  th e  l a s t  two s e r i e s  have been  ex­

panded in  s i z e .  T h is  p ro b a b ly  enhances th e  p ro c e s s  o f  i d e n t i ­

f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  p i c t u r e s .  The t e s t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a t o t a l  o f  

t h i r t y  p i c t u r e s .  E x p erien ce  h as  shown t h a t  p eo p le  f in d  i t  

e a s i e r  t o  p r o j e c t  t h e i r  n e e d s , e x p e r ie n c e s ,  e t c . ,  when th e y  can 

a s c r ib e  them  to  human f ig u r e s .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p ic tu r e s  

d e p ic t  l i f e  s i t u a t io n s  in v o lv in g  one o r  more p e rs o n s . S ince i t  

a p p e a rs  e a s i e r  f o r  s u b je c ts  t o  i d e n t i f y  even more r e a d i l y  w ith  

c h a r a c te r s  o f  s im i la r  sex  and a g e , th e  t h i r t y  p ic tu r e s  a r e  so 

a rra n g e d  so t h a t  te n  a r e  a d m in is te re d  to  a l l  s u b je c t s  —  c h i l ­

d ren  and a d u l t s  — and th e  rem a in d er so d e s ig n a te d  t h a t  te n  a r e  

a s s ig n e d  to  a d u l t  m a le s , te n  to  a d u l t  fe m a le s , te n  t o  boys and 

te n  t o  g i r l s .  Each in d iv id u a l  i s ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  s ta n d a rd  in s t r u c ­

t i o n s ,  t e s t e d  w ith  a  s e t  o f  tw en ty  p i c t u r e s .  (Card XVI, a lth o u g h

( l )  The c a rd s  a r e  p r in te d  by th e  H arvard P r in t in g  O f f ic e ,  
C am bridge, M assach u se tts
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termed a  " p ic tu r e ” ,  i s  a b la n k  white su r fa c e  w hich le a v e s  th e  

s u b je c t  f r e e  to  c o n s tru c t  h i s  own p ic tu r e  and hence a  c o m p le te ly  

" p e rs o n a liz e d "  s t o r y . )

Many m ethods o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  have grown o u t o f  th e  

e n la rg e d  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  t h i s  p r o je c t iv e  t e s t .  They ran g e  from 

th e  s im p le s t  s u b je c t iv e  in s p e c t io n  te c h n iq u e  to  v e ry  e la b o ra te  

a n a ly s e s  o f  b o th  fo rm a l s t r u c tu r e  and c o n te n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  each  in d iv id u a l  s to r y ,  R a p a p o rt-^ , f o r  exam ple, su g g e s ts  

th e  fo llo w in g  two m ajo r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  w ith  s p e c i f i c  sub­

d iv i s i o n s .

A. The fo rm a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  s to r y

s t r u c t u r e ,

1 ) Compliance w ith  th e  in s t r u c t io n s  (o m iss io n s , 

d i s t o r t i o n s ,  m isp laced  em p h asis , in t r o d u c t io n  o f  

f ig u r e s  o r  o b je c ts  n o t  d e p ic te d ,  e t c . )

2 )  C o n s is te n c y  w ith in  th e  p ro d u c tio n s  o f  any  

s u b je c t  (b o th  i n t e r  and i n t r a  in d iv id u a l  c o n s is te n c y  

i s  c o n s id e re d ) .

B. Form al c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s to r y  c o n te n t .

1 ) P r e v a i l in g  " to n e "  o f  th e  n a r r a t iv e  ( in c lu d e s  

moods, a t t i t u d e s ,  e t c . )

2 ) The f ig u r e s  o f  th e  s tu d y  ( e i t h e r  s e l f
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r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  o r  f ig u r e s  who loom la r g e  in  th e  

p r e s e n t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  " l i f e  s p a c e " ) ,

5 ) S t r iv in g s  and a t t i t u d e s ,

4 )  O b s ta c le s  and b a r r i e r s .

Tomkins^2 , in  h i s  e l a b o r a te ly  sy s te m a tic  a t te m p t a t  c o n s is  

t e n t  a n a ly s i s  has d is t in g u is h e d  fo u r  m ajor c a te g o r ie s ,

A, V ec to rs  com prising  needs (a s  shown by  th e  

q u a l i t y  o f  s t r i v i n g  " f o r " ,  " a g a in s t " ,  "u n d e r" , "aw ay", 

" fro m ", "b y " , " o f " .

B. L ev e ls  o f  p h a n ta sy  (w ish , daydream s, e t c . ) ,

0 .  C o n d itio n s  o f  e x te r n a l  f o r c e s  (Murray* s p r e s s )  

o r  in n e r  s u b je c t iv e  s t a t e s  ( a n x ie ty ,  e l a t i o n ,  e t c , )

D, Q u a l i t ie s  such a s  i n t e n s i t y  o f  th e  s to r y ,  

c e r t a i n t y ,  e t c .

Stein-*-® has  o u t l in e d  seven  m ajo r f a c t o r s  in v o lv e d  in  

a n a ly s i s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  TAT.

A. The h e ro

B. E nv ironm enta l s t im u l i  (M urray’ s p r e s s )

C. The h e r o ’ s b e h a v io r  (M urray’s n e e d s)

D. C athexes

E . In n e r  s t a t e s

F .  The manner i n  w hich b e h a v io r  i s  ex p re ssed

G. Outcomes
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The o r ig i n a l  te c h n iq u e  a s  d e f in e d  by M urray and h i s  s t a f f  

depends upon an a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  s t o r i e s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  needs 

and p r e s s  th e r e in  r e p re s e n te d .  Each sen ten c e  o f  e v e ry  s to r y  

i s  s c r u t in iz e d  f o r  th e  needs o f  th e  h e ro  ( th e  c h a r a c te r  w ith  

whom th e  s u b je c t  i s  id e n t i f y in g  h im s e lf )  and th e  e n v iro n m en ta l 

f o r c e s  o r  p re s s  t o  w hich he i s  ex p o sed , 1  v e ry  much s im p l i f ie d  

example o f  t h i s  scheme i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  s ta te m e n t ,  "He 

w anted t o  jo in  th e  group b u t  th e y  would n o t  ad m it him to  t h e i r  

c i r c l e " .  A n a ly s is  r e v e a ls ?  need  ( f o r )  a f f i l i a t i o n  m et by 

p re s s  (o f )  r e j e c t i o n .  F o llow ing  such  an a n a l y s i s ,  th e  M urray 

system  ta b u la te s  a  ra n k  o rd e r  o f  needs and p r e s s  so t h a t  th e  

h ie r a r c h a l  r e l a t io n s h ip s  may be e n a ly ^ e e d . The n e c e s s i ty  o f  

e s t a b l i s h in g  such a  h ie ra r c h y  i s  n o t  p e c u l i a r  t o  th e  M urray 

method a lo n e .  One o f  th e  f e a tu r e s  co n ce rn in g  TAT i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

w hich h as  been c o n s i s te n t ly  em phasized by m ost i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i s  

th e  c a u t io n  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i ty  f a c t o r s  sh o u ld  n o t  be b ased  upon a  

datum re v e a le d  in  a  s in g le  s to r y .  As s ta t e d  by B e lia k  i n  h i s  

P r o je c t iv e  P sycho logy , " im p re ss io n s  g lean ed  in  o n ly  one in s ta n c e  

can be c o n s id e re d  a  v e ry  t e n t a t i v e  in fe re n c e  o n ly , f o r  w hich one 

m ust t r y  to  f in d  c o r ro b o ra t io n  in  o th e r  s t o r i e s  o r  some sou rce  

o f  in fo rm a tio n  e x t e r n a l  t o  th e  TAT, A r e p e t i t i v e  p a t t e r n  i s  th e  

b e s t  a s su ra n c e  t h a t  one does n o t  d e a l  w ith  an a r t i f a c t . "  R o t t e r ^  

em phasizes fre q u e n c y  a s  a  c r i t e r i o n  o f  im p o rtan ce . " ........................ a
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p r in c ip le  may be a p p l ie d  w hich s t a t e s  t h a t  a  theme o r  p l o t  

w hich o ccu rs  r e p e t i t i v e l y  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be a  g r e a t e r  s ig n i f ic a n c e  

th a n  one w hich does n o t , "  Stein-**3 a l s o  ta k e s  n o te  o f  t h i s  p o in t  

when he s a y s ,  "The r e l a t i v e  im portance  o f  th e  v a r io u s  needs 

(and p r e s s )  in  th e  in d iv id u a l  ca se  f r e q u e n t ly  may be e s tim a te d

on th e  b a s i s  o f  f r e q u e n c y ....................................in  th e  TAT s t o r i e s . "

F u r th e r ,  he f e e l s  t h a t  "no h y p o th e s is  shou ld  be a c c e p te d  

u n le s s  i t  i s  confirm ed by d a ta  o b ta in e d  from  a t  l e a s t  two 

s t o r i e s " .  M urray h im s e lf  was c a r e f u l  t o  s t a t e  th e  im portance 

o f  r e p e t i t i o n  when he used  " freq u en cy "  a s  one o f  th e  b a s ic  

c r i t e r i a  f o r  d e te rm in in g  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  a  p e r s o n a l i ty  v a r i a b le .

Along w ith  expanding  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  a c t u a l  p rob lem s o f  

a d m in is tr a t io n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a t t e n t i o n  h as  been fo rc u s e d  

d i r e c t l y  upon th e  e v e r  im p o rta n t q u e s tio n s  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  and  

v a l i d i t y  o f  d a ta  o b ta in e d .  The problem  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  i s  two­

f o ld :  t o  w hat e x te n t  do in d e p en d en t i n t e r p r e t e r s  a g re e  i n  t h e i r

e v a lu a t io n s  o f  th e  TAT, and to  w hat e x te n t  does s i m i l a r i t y  o ccu r 

betw een TAT p ro to c o ls  o f  a  g iv e n  in d iv id u a l  in  s u c c e s s iv e  

t e s t i n g s .  I n t e r - i n t e r p r e t e r  r e l i a b i l i t y  seems dependen t 

p r im a r i ly  upon th e  c o n c e p tu a l scheme employed in  th e  a n a l y s i s ,  

and th e  v a ry in g  a b i l i t y  and a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s  w ith  

the plan utilized. As a consequence, the reliability coeffi­

c i e n t s  re p o r te d  in  v a r io u s  p u b l ic a t io n s  ran g e  from  I  o ,3 0  t o  4-0.96.
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C la rk 1® c l a s s i f i e d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  c o n te n t-a n a ly s e s  by  two 

judges on one s to r y  from  f i f t y  p a t i e n t s  and o b ta in e d  t e t r a -  

c h o r ic  c o r r e l a t i o n s  on t h e i r  ag reem en t. A ll  t e t r a c h o r i e  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  were 4 0 .9 0  o r  above f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  c a te ­

g o r ie s ;  e f f e c t  o f  th e  env ironm ent on th e  o rgan ism , r e a c t io n  

o f  th e  organism  to  th e  en v iro n m en t, adequacy  o f  th e  p r in c i p a l  

c h a r a c te r ,  and th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  e n d in g s . However, th e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  dropped t o  -f 0 .3 0  on th e  r a t i n g s  o f  "needd” 

ex p re sse d  in  th e  s to r y .  C la rk  a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  in  p a r t  to  th e  

la c k  o f  c l a r i t y  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  in  th e  s c o r in g  c a te g o r ie s .

Combs1® re p o r te d  a  r e l i a b i l i t y  s tu d y  on r a t i n g s  re n d e re d  

by  h im s e lf  and th r e e  o th e r  ju d g es  on te n  p r o to c o l s .  The mean 

p e rc e n ta g e  o f  agreem ent betw een th e  ju d g es was 60$ . Checking 

on th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  b i s  own r a t i n g s ,  Coombs re a n a ly z e d  h i s  

own s c o r in g s  s ix  months l a t e r .  The mean p e rc e n ta g e  o f  agreem ent 

h e re  was 68.85?. He c o n s id e re d  b o th  o f  th e s e  f ig u r e s  to  be 

’’d is a p p o in t in g ly  low’’ .

H a rr iso n  and R o tte r1 ? c o n s id e re d  r e l i a b i l i t y  in  t h e i r  

s tu d y  o f  o f f i c e r  c a n d id a te s  f o r  th e  Armored O f f ic e r  C and idate  

Schoo l a t  F o r t  Knox. U sing f iv e  p ic tu r e s  in  a  group a d m in is tr a ­

t i o n ,  th e y  r a te d  th e  s t o r i e s  b l i n d ly ,  once on a  th r e e  p o in t  

s c a l e ,  and once on a  f i v e  p o in t  s c a l e .  The c o r re c te d  co n tin g en cy
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c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  th e  th r e e  p o in t  s c a le  was -f 0 .7 3  w ith  64$  o f  

th e  c a se s  showing com plete  ag reem en t. On th e  f i v e  p o in t  s c a le  

th e y  o b ta in e d  a  c o r re c te d  co n tin g en cy  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  4- 0 .7 7  

w ith  ’’e s s e n t i a l  co n cu rren ce"  i n  74$  o f  th e  r a t i n g s .

The s tu d y  o f  v a l i d i t y  i s  p e c u l i a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  when d e a l in g  

w ith  m a te r ia l  u n d e r ly in g  o v e r t  b e h a v io r  b u t  w hich u s u a l ly  

can n o t be o bserved  p e r  s e .  The m ost w id e ly  u sed  ap p ro a c h to  

t h i s  problem  h as  been  th e  com parison  o f  th e  TAT w ith  o th e r  

d a ta  such  a s  case  h i s t o r i e s ,  a u to b io g ra p h ie s ,  e t c .  Harrison-*-® 

a d m in is te re d  th e  TAT t o  f o r t y  p s y c h ia t r i c  p a t i e n t s  in  th e  

ab sence  o f  f a c t u a l  know ledge. He n o te d  a l l  th e  in fo rm a tio n  he 

co u ld  i n f e r  from  th e  s to r y  c u e s . Checking t h i s  a g a in s t  ca se  

h i s t o r y  in fo rm a tio n , he o b ta in e d  a  " s u r p r i s in g ly  h ig h "  mean 

v a l i d i t y  in d ex  w hich in d ic a te d  t h a t  h i s  th e m a tic  a n a ly s e s  had 

a  mean o f  8 2 , 5% c o r r e c t  in fe re n c e  w ith  th e  v a l id a t in g  c r i t e r i o n .

Combs-*-® a tte m p te d  to  d e te rm in e  th e  v a l i d i t y  and c o n g ru ity  

o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  from  TAT s t o r i e s  and a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  d a t a ,  

u s in g  a  check  l i s t  t o  s ta n d a rd iz e  te rm s . Agreement betw een 

e x t e r n a l  a n iy s t s  ran g ed  from  50% t o  60% b u t  ag reem ent o f  an  

a n a ly s t  w ith  Combs was 65% t o  68%, T h is  i s  in t e r p r e te d  by 

Combs to  d em o n stra te  h ig h e r  " v a l i d i t i e s "  th a n  " r e l i a b i l i t i e s "

-  24 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  from  such m a te r ia ls

O th er m ajor app ro ach es  to  v a l id a t io n  have been  made th ro u g h  

com parisons between th e  TAT and o th e r  p r o je c t iv e  te c h n iq u e s ,  

and  th ro u g h  p s y c h o a n a ly tic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  v a r io u s  TAT 

s t o r i e s  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  known h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a . 2® R esearch  in  

t h i s  d i r e c t io n  i s  c u r r e n t ly  p ro g re s s in g  on an e v e r  w iden ing  

s c a le .  S ta n d a rd iz a t io n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  t h i s  te c h n iq u e  i s  t o  

become a  p r a c t i c a l  c l i n i c a l  t o o l .  F r u i t f u l  e v a lu a t io n  o f  

r e s u l t s  i s  u n f e a s ib le  u n t i l  some dg ree  o f  u n ifo rm ity  o f  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  h as  been a c h ie v e d .
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Cha.pte r  I I I

SHORT FORMS OF THE TAT 

THE PRESENT STUDY —  ITS PURPOSE

At th e  p r e s e n t  tim e wide d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  e x i s t s  w ith  

th e  TAT because o f  i t s  p h y s ic a l  le n g th .  D esp ite  th e  re c o g n i t io n  

t h a t  each  ca rd  w hich has  been in c lu d e d  in  th e  b a t t e r y  h as  been 

in s e r t e d  to  s t im u la te  a  s p e c i f i c  ty p e  o f  m a te r ia l ,  p r a c t i c a l  

c o n s id e ra t io n s  such a s  tim e consumed and f a t ig u e  engendered  by 

b o th  exam iner and s u b je c t  make th e  problem  o f  a  s h o rte n e d  firm 

TAT an ex tre m e ly  c r i t i c a l  one. As th e  t e s t  becomes p ro lo n g e d , 

s u b je c ts  t i r e ,  become bo red  and r e s t l e s s ,  and p r o d u c t iv i ty  

becomes im p a ire d . The e x a m in e r 's  l e v e l  o f  a l e r tn e s s  i s  some­

tim e s  le s s e n e d  and e x a c t  v e r b a t im  re c o rd in g  o f  w hat th e  

s u b je c t  i s  say in g  becomes l e s s  a c c u r a te .  In  re sp o n se  to  

th e s e  c o n d i t io n s ,  m ost c l in ic ia n s  in fo rm a lly  and sp o n ta n e o u s ly  

d e l e te  v a r io u s  p i c t u r e s .  I t  i s  p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  random 

b a t t e r y  th u s  s e le c te d  and u l t im a te ly  d e l iv e re d (a n d  which i s  

p e c u l ia r  t o  each e x am in e r) , h as  evo lved  a s  much o u t o f  th e  

e x a m in e r 's  own p r o je c t io n s  a s  i t  has o u t o f  c o n s i s te n t  e x p e r i­

m e n ta tio n  .
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R ecent p u b l ic a t io n s  have re p o r te d  s tu d ie s  d i r e c te d  a t  

d im in ish in g  th e  number o f  c a rd s  to  be a d m in is te re d . There 

ap p e a rs  t o  have b e e n , how ever, l i t t l e  o b je c t iv e ,  s c i e n t i f i ­

c a l l y  c o n t ro l le d  e f f o r t  d i r e c te d  a t  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  th e s e  

few er c a r d s .  F o r exam ple, M u rra y ^  in  c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  

S te in  r e p o r t s  " re a so n a b ly  good r e s u l t s "  by u s in g  o n ly  

f i v e  p ic tu r e s  (^ )  s e le c te d  from th e  u s u a l  tw e n ty , and sco red  

on th e  freq u en cy  and i n t e n s i t y  o f  e ig h t  v a r i a b l e s ,  th r e e  o f  

which th e y  had p re v io u s ly  found to  be p o s itiv e ly  c o r r e la te d  

w ith  le a d e r s h ip  c a p a c i ty  and f iv e  o f  w hich were n e g a t iv e ly  

c o r r e l a t e d .  No d a ta  i s  g iv en  in  t h e i r  r e p o r t  to  j u s t i f y  

t h e i r  ch o ice  o f  c a rd s  o r  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e i r  v a r i a b le s .

H arrison^®  conducted an a u x i l i a r y  s tu d y  in  h i s  work on 

v a l i d i t y  t o  d e te rm in e  w h eth er a  s h o r te r  t e s t  would be as  

p ro d u c tiv e  and a s  v a l id  a s  th e  f u l l  le n g th  b a t t e r y .  F ive  

o f  w hat he c o n s id e re d  to  be th e  p o o re s t  c a rd s  o f  th e  s e r i e s  

w ere e l im in a te d . (2 ) One a n a ly s i s  was made on th e  b a s i s  o f  

th e  f i f t e e n  p r e f e r r e d  p ic tu r e s  and a n o th e r  was made w ith  th e  

b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  tw en ty  p i c tu r e s .  The av e rag e  a d d i t io n a l  

number o f  ch eck ab le  p o in ts  f o r  th e  whole b a t t e r y  a s  opposed 

to  th e  f i f t e e n  ca rd  b a t t e r y  was 1 .4 ,  o f  w hich .4  w ere c o n s i­

d e re d  in c o r r e c t .  H a rriso n  concluded  from  t h i s  work t h a t  th e

(1 ) These c a rd s  w ere n o t  ta k e n  from  th e  c u r r e n t  re v M o n . F o u r, how ever, a r e  
s t i l l  in c lu d e d  in  th e  l a t e s t  s e r i e s — C ards IV , V I, IX , X II . The f i f i t h  
d e p ic te d  th e  head and sh o u ld e rs  o f  a  man w ith  u p l i f t e d  hands and mouth 
open a s  o f  sh o u tin g .

(2 ) T h is  s tu d y  was a l s o  done w ith  an e a r l i e r  e d i t io n  o f  th e  p i c t u r e s .  From 
to d a y 's  r e v i s i o n ,  CARDS V II ,  X I, X II , and XVIII w ere u sed  in  t h e i r  p r o j e c t .
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f iv e  l e a s t  in fo rm a tiv e  c a rd s  co tild  be  e l im in a te d  w ith  r e s u l t s  

"as v a l id  and p r a c t i c a l l y  a s  p ro d u c t iv e " .  The p u b l ic a t io n  

does n o t  shed l i g h t  on th e  m ethods f o r  d e s ig n a t in g  " p o o re s t"  

c a rd s  f o r  e l im in a t io n .

The s tu d y  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  by  H arriso n  and R o tte r^ ?  w hich 

h as  a l re a d y  been c i t e d  was conducted  w ith  a  f i v e  p ic tu r e  s e r i e s .  

These a u th o rs  concluded  on th e  b a s i s  o f  o b ta in e d  co n tin g e n c y  

c o e f f i c i e n t s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t o  se c u re  good in te r p e r s o n a l  

r e l i a b i l i t i e s  f o r  r a t i n g s  on th e  em o tio n a l s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  

o f f i c e r  c a n d id a te s  from  a  l im i te d  number o f  TAT s t o r i e s .

R o t te r22,  in  a n o th e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  reduced  th e  number o f  

c a rd s  a d m in is te re d  t o  f i f t e e n .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  ab o u t f i v e  o f  

th e  tw en ty  p ic tu r e s  w ere "poor" in  t h a t  th e  s t o r i e s  e l i c i t e d  

c o n tr ib u te d  l i t t l e  t o  th e  a n a ly s i s  o f  a  s u b j e c t 's  p e r s o n a l i ty .  

"The o m ission  o f  th e s e  p ic tu r e s  would p r o p o r t io n a te ly  red u ce  

th e  amount o f tim e sp e n t in g iv in g  and in  a n a ly z in g  th e  t e s t  

and r a i s e  i t s  econom ic v a lu e ."

W estern R eserve U n iv e r s i ty  has p roposed  r e s e a r c h  on t h i s  

g e n e ra l  p rob lem . L e v i n s o n ^ ,  when a t  t h a t  s c h o o l, w ro te ,

"N early  a  y e a r  ago a  bunch o f  u s  h e re  a t  th e  P sychology  Lab g o t

(1 ) I t  I s  n o t  s ta t e d  w hich r e v is io n  o f  th e  TAT was u s e d . The p ic tu r e s  
w ere th o s e  c u r r e n t ly  numbered I I I ,  V, X, ZTV, and t h a t  o f  a  l i g h t l y  
c la d  fem ale  in  a c h a i r ,  a s le e p  o r  f a t ig u e d .
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to g e th e r  and ag ree d  on th e s e  e lev en  (2 ; 3/BM/ 6 BM o r  6 GF 

depend ing  on se x ; 7 BM o r  12F; 12 M; 13 MFj 14; 15 ; 16 ; 18 BM/ 

and 20) on th e  b a s i s  o f  ou r i n t u i t i v e  im p re ss io n s  o f  which 

were th e  most f r u i t f u l  c a rd s .  As a  r e s u l t  a lm o s t everyone in  

th e  C lev e lan d  a re a  i s  u s in g  th e  same s h o r t  s e r i e s  (few  p eo p le  

have tim e to  u se  a l l  tw en ty ) and everyone do in g  r e s e a rc h  can 

depend on q u i te  a  v a r i e t y  o f  com parison g ro u p s . I t  seems now 

t h a t  a  few o f th e  c a rd s  in c lu d e d  a r e  n o t  to o  good and t h a t  a 

few  rep la cem e n ts  ought to  be made, e . g . ,  th e  v i o l i n  c a rd  (n o . 1 ) 

t o  re p la c e  th e  farm  scen e  (n o . 2 ) . ” A lthough e f f o r t  was made 

th ro u g h  p e r s o n a l  com m unications t o  o b ta in  f u r t h e r  in fo rm a tio n  

c o n ce rn in g  th e  ch o ice  o f  th e s e  p i c tu r e s ,  such d a ta  to  t h i s  

d a t e ,  has  n o t  been fo rth co m in g ,

E ld u s o n ^  h as  re p o r te d  on th e  s h o r t  s e r i e s  o f  c a rd s  which 

she h as  u sed  in  h e r  work a s  p s y c h o lo g is t  a t  th e  Hdcker C lin ic  

in  Los A ngeles , W ith th e  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  D r, Bruno K lo p fe r , she 

has  chosen th e  fo llo w in g  tw elve  c a rd s  f o r  u se  w ith b o th  male 

and fem ale  p a t i e n t s :  1 ; 2 ; 3 BM; 4 ; 8 BM; 11; 12 M; 13 MF; 15;

16; 18 BM; 18 GF; and o c c a s io n a l ly  17 and 20 ,

G a r f ie ld  and Eron25 in  a  r e c e n t  s tu d y  used  o n ly  tw elve  

c a rd s  t o  in v e s t ig a t e  mood and a c t i v i t y  a s  seen  th ro u g h  th e  TAT,
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"These were s e le c te d  in  te rm s o f  p re v io u s  c l i n i c a l  s tu d y  a s  

b e in g  th e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  in  p e r s o n a l i ty  i n v e s t i g a t io n ."

The c a rd s  chosen w ere 2 ; 3 BM; 4 ; 5 ; 6 ;  BM; 7 BM; 10; 12 M;

IS  MF; 1,4; 18 BM; 2 0 . In  r e p ly  to  a  p e r s o n a l ly  a d d re s se d  

l e t t e r ,  D r. G a r f ie ld  has w r i t t e n ,  "The tw elve  c a rd s  t h a t  w ere 

u sed  in  my p re v io u s  a r t i c l e  were s e le c te d  on a  s u b je c t iv e  

b a s is  in  te rm s o f  ou r own e x p e r ie n c e . I t  was o u r im p ress io n  

t h a t  more complex p lo t s  and g r e a t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and p ro je c ­

t i o n  w ere e v id e n t in  th e s e  p ic tu r e s  th a n  in  some o f  th o se  

t h a t  we d id  n o t u s e ."  Speaking  o f  s h o r t  form s in  g e n e r a l ,

D r. G a r f ie ld  s a y s ,  " I  can n o t g iv e  you v e ry  much s p e c i f i c  o r  

d e t a i l e d  in fo rm a tio n  on my e x p e rie n c e  and su c c e ss  w ith  a  

sh o rte n e d  s e r i e s  o f  TAT p i c t u r e s .  O bviously  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  

depends a  g r e a t  d e a l  on th e  ty p e  o f  s u b je c t  b e in g  exam ined.

In  m ost c a s e s ,  how ever, I  have u sed  from  tw elve  to  fo u r te e n  

ca rd s  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  f u l l  s e t .  S u b je c t iv e ly ,  I  have f e l t  

t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  w ere w orthw h ile  b u t  have no o b je c t iv e  ev id en ce  

t o  su p p o r t t h i s  v iew . At tim e s  th e  number o f  c a rd s  ad m in is­

te r e d  has  been d e te rm in ed  by th e  r e l a t i v e  amount o f  d a ta  

secu red  in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  t e s t  p e r io d ."

Rotter, at Ohio State University, has said in personal 

correspondence, "We have no experimental criteria for the
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s e le c t io n  o f  c a rd s  f o r  a d u l t s  on th e  TAT. In  g e n e r a l ,  we have 

a tte m p te d  to  c o n s id e r  c a rd s  a s  l e s s  u s e f u l  i f  th e y  te n d  to  

p roduce b r i e f ,  u n p ro d u c tiv e  s t o r i e s  o r  s te r e o ty p e s  and som etim es 

i f  th e y  d u p l ic a te  ano ther p i c t u r e .  When w orking  in  a  c l i n i c a l  

s i t u a t io n  and u s in g  a  l im i te d  number o f  c a r d s ,  I  have t r i e d  to  

s e l e c t  c a rd s  w hich a r e  l i k e l y  t o  p roduce s t o r i e s  bea.ring  

d i r e c t l y  on he s u b j e c t 's  h y p o th e s iz e d  problem  and  mix them 

e q u a l ly  w ith  " n e u tra l*  c a rd s .  T hat i s ,  " n e u tr a l"  in  t h a t  

th e y  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  p roduce s t o r i e s  o f  th e  same k in d  a s  th e  

o th e r s " .  T h is view  i s  a m p lif ie d  in  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "Them atic 

A pp ercep tio n  T e s t s ;  S u g g es tio n s  f o r  A d m in is tra tio n  and 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ."1 4

B e l ia k ,  long  c o n s id e re d  a s  an  a u th o r i ty  on th e  Them atic 

A p p ercep tion  T e s t ,  e x p re sse d  h i s  f e e l i n g  ab o u t sh o rte n e d  s e r i e s  

in  a  p r iv a t e  com m unication. " I  c o n s id e r  c a rd s  #1 and #2 

n e c e s s a ry  f o r  e v e ry  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  b u t  o th e rw ise  s e l e c t  them 

in  such a  way a s  t o  e l i c i t  m a te r ia l  on th e  problem s w h ich the  

m a n ife s t c l i n i c a l  p ic tu r e  seems to  p o in t  t o " .  In  h i s  c h a p te r  

e n t i t l e d ,  "The Them atic A p p ercep tion  T e s t in  C l in ic a l  Use" 

w hich ap p ea rs  in  Atot and B e l ia k 's  P r o ie c t iv e  P sychology^ , B e lia k  

w r i t e s ,  "A gain , f o r  p r a c t i c a l  re a s o n s  i t  h as  become more and more
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th e  custom  t o  g iv e  o n ly  te n  o r  tw e lv e  p i c t u r e s .  These may be 

e i t h e r  th e  f i r s t  te n  o r  p r e f e r a b ly  such a s s e le c t io n  a s  may 

seem m ost in d ic a te d ,  m ost l i k e l y  to  i l lu m in a te  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  

p resum ab ly  e x i s t e n t  problem s o f  th e  p a t i e n t . "  In  t h i s  same 

c h a p te r ,  B e lia k  w r i te s  t h a t  he p r e f e r s  " to  have o n ly  a  s in g le  

s e s s io n  f o r  tim e -sa v in g  in  a d m in is t r a t io n  and in  i n t e r p r e t a ­

t i o n " ,  and t h a t  he b e l ie v e s  " th a t  u s u a l ly  an optimum o f  

m a te r ia l  i s  o b ta in e d  from  te n  o r  tw elve  p i c tu r e s " .

The case  in  f a v o r  o f  a  s h o r t  form  TAT i s  c e r t a i n l y  

c l e a r .  I t  i s  now a  q u e s tio n  o f  d e te rm in in g  how much an 

a b b re v ia te d  s e r i e s  i s  to  be s e le c te d .  A rev iew  o f  th e  

work a l r e a d y  done a lo n g  th e s e  l i n e s  p o in ts  t o  s e le c t io n s  

w hich a r e  la r g e ly  e m p ir ic a l ly  and i n t u i t i v e l y  b a s e d . The 

d e a r th  o f  ag reem ent co n ce rn in g  th e  chosen p ic tu r e s  i s  a l s o  

e v id e n t .

S in ce  p re v io u s  e f f o r t s  have stemmed from th e  exam iners*  

c l i n i c a l  p re f e r e n c e s ,  i t  i s  th e  pu rp o se  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  

to  conduct a  s u b je c t - o r ie n te d  s tu d y  — an in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  

th e  developm ent o f a  s h o r t  form Them atic A ppercep tion  T e s t 

based  upon s u b je c ts*  s e l f  s e le c t io n s  o f  th o s e  p ic tu r e s  t o  be 

p r e s e n te d .  As has been p r e v io u s ly  s t a t e d ,  t h i s  t e s t  i s  a  

p r o je c t iv e  te c h n iq u e  and r e q u i r e s  th e  s u b je c t  t o  in v o lv e  him­

s e l f  in  th e  p ic tu r e s  to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  he f e e l s ,  th in k s ,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



sp e a k s , and a c t s  f o r  i t .  I t  seems p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  l o g i c a l  t h a t  

i f  th e  mechanism o f p r o je c t io n  o ccu rs  when c r e a t in g  s t o r i e s  

a b o u t am biguous p i c t u r e s ,  th e  p ro c e s s  m ust b eg in  p r i o r  t o  th e  

ach ievem en t o f  th e  s to r y .  T h is  re s e a rc h  i s  d es ig n ed  t o  s tu d y  

th e  p re fe re n c e s  f o r  th e  p ic tu r e s  w hich a r e  o b ta in e d  from  s u b je c ts  

d u rin g  a  b r i e f  p re l im in a ry  p e r io d  and t o  d e te rm in e  w hether in  

some way th e s e  p re fe re n c e s  may i n i t i a l l y  r e v e a l  w hich c a rd s  

w i l l ,  upon s ta n d a rd  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  y i e ld  th e  g r e a t e s t  abundance 

o f  c l i n i c a l  m a te r ia l .  I t  i s  h y p o th e s iz e d  t h a t  each  s u b je c t  

w ould, on f i r s t  v iew ing  th e  c a r d s ,  e x p re s s  p re fe re n c e  f o r  th o se  

p ic tu r e s  w ith  which he can m ost r e a d i ly  i d e n t i f y .  C o n seq u en tly , 

i t  i s  a n t ic ip a te d  t h a t  th e  more " l ik e d "  any  p ic tu r e  i s ,  th e  

g r e a t e r  w i l l  be th e  r e l a t i v e  amount o f c l i n i c a l  m a te r ia l  f o r t h ­

coming from  a s to r y  g iv en  to  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  The p ro c e d u re s  f o r  

in v e s t ig a t io n  were p lan n ed  a c c o rd in g ly .
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C h ap te r IV 

PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY

F o r th e  p u rp o ses  o f  co n d u c tin g  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  w h ite  

B ale  v e te ra n s  o f  World War I I  w ere s e le c te d  a s  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  

s u b je c t  p o p u la t io n .  A t th e  tim e th e y  w ere s tu d ie d ,  th e s e  men 

were h o s p i ta l iz e d  in  th e  V e te ran s  A d m in is tra tio n  H o s p i ta l ,  F o r t  

Thomas, K entucky, f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p u rp o se s . They had been 

r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  D epartm ent o f  P s y c h o lo g ic a l M edicine a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e i r  r o u t in e  h o s p i t a l  a d m iss io n , and were g iv en  th e  e x p e rim e n ta l 

p ro ced u re  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  norm al co u rse  o f  e v e n ts .  From a  t o t a l  

o f  e ig h ty  p a t i e n t s  who w ere s tu d ie d  f o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  t h i r t y  

w ere u l t im a te ly  chosen t o  compose th e  e x p e rim e n ta l group whose 

600 Them atic A p percep tion  T e s t s t o r i e s  would be t r e a t e d  a c c o r ­

d in g  t o  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l d e s ig n .  These s p e c i f i c  s u b je c t s  were 

d e s ig n a te d  f o r  in c lu s io n  b ecause  th e y  met th e  fo llo w in g  c r i t e r i a .

1 .  The TAT p r o to c o l  w hich th e y  produced was com plete  

in  t h a t  a l l  p i c tu r e s  y ie ld e d  s u f f i c i e n t  m a te r ia l  

f o r  c l i n i c a l  e v a lu a t io n .

2 .  T h e ir  h o s p i t a l  c h a r ts  w ere c u r r e n t  and co m p le te .

3 .  T h e ir  p s y c h o lo g ic a l t e s t  b a t t e r y  in c lu d e d , in  

addition t o  a TAT, at least a Wechsler-Bellevue
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I n te l l i g e n c e  S ca le  and a  R orschach w hich were 

ad eq u a te  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

4 .  They m ust have had no p re v io u s  p r o je c t iv e  psycho­

lo g i c a l  t i s t s .

The group th u s  s e le c te d  ranged  in  age from  21 y e a rs  to  

44 y e a r s ,  w ith  a  meanage o f  27 ,6  y e a r s .  Of th e  t h i r t y ,  n in e  

(30$) were m a rrie d  w h ile  tw en ty -one  (70$) were s in g le .  

I n te l l i g e n c e  q u o t i e n t s ,  a s  m easured by  Form I  o f  th e  W echsler 

B e llev u e  had a  ran g e  o f  71 to  130 w ith  a  mean f u l l  s c a le  1 ,0 ,  

o f  112 . The e d u c a tio n a l  backgrounds o f  th e s e  s u b je c t s  v a r ie d  

from  co m ple tion  o f  th e  se v en th  g rade  th ro u g h  c o l le g e  g ra d u a t io n . 

Three o f  th e  s u b je c t s  had had o n ly  g rade  sc h o o l w ork. Ten 

members o f  th e  group had had some h ig h  sc h o o l t r a i n i n g ,  w h ile  

e le v e n  o th e rs  w ere h ig h  sc h o o l g ra d u a te s .  Of th e  s ix  s u b je c t s  

who had re c e iv e d  some c o l le g e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  o n ly  th r e e  had 

com pleted  t h e i r  fo u r  y e a r  c o l le g e  re q u ire m e n ts .  The p h y s ic a l  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  (based  upon V e te ra n ’ s A d m in is tra tio n  m e d ica l 

d ia g n o se s  and r a t i n g s )  which were sam pled in  t h i s  group 

in c lu d e d  a i lm e n ts  b o th  p u re ly  p h y s ic a l  and n e u ro p s y c h ia tr ic  

in  n a tu r e .  Two s u b je c ts  w ere p a r t i a l l y  p a ra p le g ic  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  some tr a u m a tic  c e n t r a l  n erv o u s sy&em damage.
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Two s u b je c t s  w ere am putees a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  in j u r y ,  a n o th e r  had 

l o s t  a  lim b a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  B u e rg e r’ s D is e a se . One s u b je c t  

b o re  th e  m e d ica l d ia g n o s is  o f  m u l t ip le  s c l e r o s i s .  P h y s ic a l  

invo lvem en ts  such a s  rheum ato id  a r t h r i t i s  and f r a c t u r e s  

acco u n ted  f o r  s ix  o f  th e  s u b je c t s .  Twleve in d iv id u a ls  w ere 

c l a s s i f i e d  n e u r o t i c s .  The rem a in in g  s ix  w ere c o n s id e re d  to  be 

p s y c h o tic s  in  re m is s io n . In  t a b u la r  fo rm , th e  p o p u la tio n  

a p p e a r s :

M a r i ta l  E duca tion
S u b je c t Age S ta tu s  I .Q .  (O rs. Pomp.) D i s a b i l i t y

A 38 M 92 12. N e u ro tic

B 25 S 97 16 P a ra p le g ic

C 25 S 104 12 F ra c tu re s

D 31 M 128 10 Amputee

E 27 M 114 10 Amputee
(B u e rg e r’s

F 26 S 79 7 N e u ro tic

G 26 S 119 12 N e u ro tic

H 32 s 120 16 M u ltip le
S c le ro s i s

I 44 M 121 9 A r t h r i t i s

J 30 s 108 12 N e u ro tic

K 29 s 127 12 Post-psych(
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M a r ita l  E dupation
S u b je c t Age S ta tu s (G rs . Comp.) D i s a b i l i t y

L 23 S i n 10 N e u ro tic

M 21 s 12.4 12 N e u ro tic

N 22 s 123 13 A r t h r i t i s

0 25 s 110 9 N e u ro tic

P 29 s 114 12 N e u ro tic

Q 30 M 121 12 N e u ro tic

R 27 s 130 16 N e u ro tic

S 26 M 102 8 P o s t-p s y c h o tic

T 24 S 99 11 P o s t-p s y c h o tic

U 26 s 106 10 P o s t-p s y c h o tic

V 27 M 71 8 P a ra p le g ic

w 25 S 124 9 N e u ro tic

X 33 I 120 10 Amputee

Y 31 M 111 12 P o s t-p s y c h o tic

Z 23 S 101 9 A r t h r i t i s

AA 28 S 122 12 N e u ro tic

BB 24 S 124 13 I leo s to m y

CC 32 s 122 12 P o s t-p s y c h o tie

DD 27 S 12,4 13 T oxic r e a c t io n
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The m a te r ia ls  and equipm ent re q u ir e d  by t h i s  ex p erim en t were 

s im p le . They c o n s is te d  o f  th o se  tw en ty  c a rd s  from  S e t D ( th e  

t h i r d  r e v i s io n )  o f  th e  Them atic A ppercep tion  T e s t w hichcom prise 

th e  a d u l t  m ale s e r i e s ,  and p a p e r  and p e n c i ls  t o  be u sed  f o r  

v e rb a tim  re c o rd in g  o f  s u b je c t s '  p h a n ta sy  p ro d u c tio n s .

P r io r  t o  s ta n d a rd  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  t e s t ,  each  s u b je c t  

was conducted  th ro u g h  an i n i t i a l  " s o r t in g  p ro ced u re"  d e s ig n e d  to  

o b ta in  from  him h i s  ra n k  o rd e r  p re fe re n c e  f o r  th e  s e v e r a l  c a rd s .  

He was p re s e n te d  w ith  n in e te e n p ic tu r e s  ( th e  b la n k  c a rd ,  Ho. 16 , 

was e l im in a te d  a t  t h i s  p o in t  s in c e  p re l im in a ry  work showed 

■unfavorable r e a c t io n s  o f  s u s p ic io n ,  a n g e r ,  l e v i t y ,  t o  i t )  and 

i n s t r u c te d  to  s e l e c t  th e  th r e e  p ic tu r e s  w hich he " l ik e d "  b e s t .  

S u b je c ts  who re q u e s te d  e la b o r a t io n  o f  th e  i n s t r u c t io n s  w ere 

answ ered w ith  e v a s iv e ,  n o n - d i r e c t iv e  p h ra s e s ,  such a s  "A nything 

a b o u t i t  t h a t  s t r i k e s  y o u " . T h is  was done d e l i b e r a t e l y  in  an 

e f f o r t  t o  e l im in a te  any c lu e s  o r  s u g g e s tio n s  t h a t  m igh t in f lu e n c e  

th e  im p ressio n  o f  p r e f e r e n c e s .  In  t h i s  way each  in d iv id u a l  was 

made t o  r e l y  s o le ly  on h im se lf  and th e  u n b ia sed  q u a l i t y  o f  each  

p re fe re n c e  ra n k in g  was a s s u re d .

When th e  i n i t i a l  th r e e  s e le c t io n s  had been made, each  

s u b je c t  was in s t r u c te d  to  a s s ig n  t o  them a ra n k  o r d e r .  His 

a t t e n t i o n  was th e n  r e d i r e c te d  to  th e  rem ain in g  p ic tu r e s  w ith
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th e  in s t r u c t io n s  t o  s e l e c t  th e  th r e e  w hich he 'l ik e d  n e x t  b e s t " .  

T hese , in  t u r n ,  were a^so  a s s ig n e d  ra n k  o r d e r s .  The p ro ced u re  

was co n tin u ed  u n t i l  a l l  n in e te e n  c a rd s  had been chosen  and 

ra n k e d . Groups o f  th r e e s  had no m eaning o th e r  th an  t h a t  o f  

conven ience and s im p l i f ic a t io n  f o r  th e  s u b je c t s ,  in c o m p le tin g  

th e  ran k ed  p re fe re n c e  o rd e r ,  no s u b je c t  was p e rm itte d  t o  ponder 

o ver h i s  s e le c t io n s  f o r  any le n g th  o f  t im e . A maximum o f  

f iv e  m inu tes was a llo w ed  f o r  t h i s  p re l im in a ry  exposure  o f  th e  

t e s t  m a te r i a l s .  A lthough s u b je c ts  were uninform ed a t  t h i s  

tim e  a b o u t th e  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  n a tu re  o f  th e  t e s t ,  b r i e f  exposure  

tim e  was deemed ad v an tageous in  o rd e r  to  f o r e s t a l l  co n sc io u s  

a s s o c ia t io n s  to  th e  p ic tu r e s  p re lim in a ry  to  th e  p e r io d  when 

p h a n ta sy  p ro d u c tio n s  were i n v i t e d .  At th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  

s o r t in g  p ro c e d u re , th e r e  was a v a i la b le  f o r  each  s u b je c t  a  

1  to  19 l i s t  o f  ranked  o rd e r  p re fe re n c e s  f o r  th e  p ic tu r e s  o f  

th e  a d u l t  male s e r i e s  o f  th e  TAT p i c t u r e s .  Bank 1 w as, f o r  

each  s u b je c t ,  th e  c a rd  t o  which he had a s s ig n e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  

d eg ree  o f  " l ik in g " ,  ran k  2 was th e  p ic tu r e  each in d iv id u a l  

l ik e d  second b e s t ,  e t c .  By v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  d e lay ed  s e l e c t i o n ,  

th e  p ic tu r e s  w hich w ere a s s ig n e d  to  th e  l a t t e r  ra n k s  o f  t h i s  

1 t o  19 s c a le  p o sse sse d  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  b e in g  " l ik e d "  l e s s  

th a n  th o se  p ic tu r e s  which were g iven  e a r ly  p r e f e r e n c e .
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A lthough th e  te rm  " d is l ik e "  was n e v e r  in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  

i n s t r u c t io n s  g iv en  f o r  th e  s o r t i n g ,  i t  i s  l o g i c a l  t h a t  th e  

h ig h e r  th e  ra n k  a s s ig n e d  to  any  ca rd  by a  g iv en  s u b je c t ,  

th e  g r e a t e r  i s  h i s  d eg ree  o f  r e j e c t i o n  o r  " la c k  o f  l i k in g "  

f o r  t h a t  c a rd .

C onsequent t o  t h i s  r a n k in g , th e  f u l l  s e t  o f c a rd s  was 

a d m in is te re d  in  one s e s s io n  and a c c o rd in g  to  s ta n d a rd  

i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Each s u b je c t  was t o l d ,  "T his i s  a  t e s t  o f  

im a g in a tio n , one form  o f i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I  amgoing to  show 

you some p i c t u r e s ,  one a t  a  tim e j and y o u r t a s k  w i l l  be to  

make up a s  d ram a tic  a s  s to r y  a s  you can f o r  e a c h . T e l l  

w hat le d  up to  th e  e v e n t shown in  th e  p i c t u r e ,  d e s c r ib e  

w hat i s  happening  a t  th e  moment, w hat th e  c h a ra c te r s  a re  

f e e l i n g  and th in k in g j  and th e n  g iv e  th e  outcom e. S p eak  

y o u r th o u g h ts  a s  th e y  come to  you r m ind". 0 -) The s t o r i e s  

w ere re c o rd e d  v e rb a tim  s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  t h e i r  c r e a t io n .

S ince  t h i s  s tu d y  was d e s ig n e d  t o  u ncover th e  e x i s t in g  

r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een s ta t e d  p re fe re n c e  f o r  a p ic tu r e  and th e  

c l i n i c a l  m a te r ia l  a v a i la b l e  from  th e  s to r y  s t im u la te d  by  t h a t

( l )  These a re  th e  i n s t r u c t io n s  c i t e d  in  th e  m anual accompany­
in g  th e  Them atic A p p ercep tion  T e s t p i c tu r e s .
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p i c t u r e ,  an  o b je c t iv e  method f o r  e v a lu a t in g  th e  c l i n i c a l  

im portance  o f  each s to r y  was so u g h t. The g o a l h e re  was to  

i s o l a t e  th e  "raw m a te r ia l"  from  w hich p e r s o n a l i ty  i n t e g r a ­

t i o n  co u ld  s u b se q u e n tly  be made, r a t h e r  th a n  to  s e e k , p e r  

s e ,  a  m easure o f  th e  dynam ic p e r s o n a l i ty  c o n s t e l l a t i o n .  

M andatory f o r  any  such  method m s  th e  r e q u i s i t e  t h a t  i t  

m ust le n d  I t s e l f  to  an e v e n tu a l ra n k  o rd e r in g  o f  th e  c a rd s  

in  te rm s o f  th e  r e l a t i v e  abundance o f  im p o rta n t c l i n i c a l  

m a te r ia l  t o  be d e r iv e d  a b o u t a  s u b je c t  from  h i s  TAT. 

lo r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  p ic tu r e s  m ust be a rra n g e d  on a 

1 t o  19 s c a le  w here ra n k  1 has  th e  e ssen ce  o f  b e in g  th e  

c a rd  m ost h e a v i ly  w eig h ted  w ith  c l i n i c a l  m a te r i a l ,  ra n k  

19 b e in g  th e  p ic tu r e  l e a s t  h e a v i ly  lo ad ed  w ith  c l i n i c a l  

d a t a .

To accom plish  t h i s  c l i n i c a l  ra n k  o rd e r ,  t h i r t y  

seven p e r s o n a l i ty  v a r ia b le s  w ere d e s ig n a te d  and d e f in e d  

f o r  a p p l ic a t io n  t o  th e  e x p e rim e n ta l d a t a .  These v a r ia b le s  

w ere ta k e n  d i r e c t l y  from th o s e  f h ic h  th e  M urray th e o ry  

te rm s "p sy ch o g en ic” needs ( th e y  have to  do w ith  m e n ta l o r  

em o tio n a l s a t i s f a c t i o n s  in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  p h y s ic a l  fo cu s  

o f  th e * V ise ro g e n ic "  f a c t o r s )  and p r e s s .  They w ere based
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d i r e c t l y  upon th e  M urray d e f i n i t i o n s .  M o d if ic a tio n s  were 

made o n ly  when n e c e s s a ry  f o r  s im p l i f i c a t io n  and c l a r i f i c a t i o n  

As a p p l ie d  in  t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e s e  v a r ia b le s  may have been 

r e p re s e n te d  in  th e  s t o r i e s  on v a ry in g  l e v e l s  o f  b e h a v io r  

ra n g in g  from  w ish f u l f i l l m e n t  t o  d e f i n i t e  m otor a c t io n .  To 

be s c o re d , a  v a r ia b le  m ust have been  m a n if e s t ly  p f e s e n t  in  

th e  s to r y .  A ssessm ent o f  sym bolic v a lu e s  and m eanings was 

n o t  c o n s id e re d  in  t h i s  s tu d y .

Twenty o f th e  t o t a l  v a r ia b le s  were d e s c r ip t iv e  o f  

i n t e r n a l  f o r c e s  o r  n e e d s . These n e e d s , a lo n g  w ith  t h e i r  

d e f in i t i o n s  a re ?

1 , ABASEMENT: The b a s ic  form  h e re  i s  th e  p a s s iv e

acc ep tan c e  o f  p e r s o n a l  g u i l t ,  in a d eq u acy , o r 

h u m il i ty .  Exam ples: To subm it to  e x te r n a l

f o r c e s .  To a c c e p t i n j u r y ,  b la m e ,c r i t i c i s m ,  

p u n ish m en t. To s u r r e n d e r .  To become re s ig n e d  

to  f a t e .  To adm it i n f e r i o r i t y ,  e r r o r ,  wrong 

do ing  o r  d e f e a t .  To c o n fe ss  o r  a to n e .  To 

b lam e, b e l i t t l e  o r  m u t i la te  th e  s e l f .  To seek  

and en jo y  p a in ,  pun ishm en t, i l l n e s s  and m is fo r tu n e .

S . ACHIEVEMENT: To d e s i r e  o r  t o  a c t u a l l y  accom plish

som ething d i f f i c u l t  by th e  s u c c e s s fu l  e x e rc is e  o f  

p e rs o n a l  a b i l i t i e s .  Exam ples: To m a s te r , manipu­

l a t e ,  o r  o rg a n iz e  p h y s ic a l  o b je c t s ,  human b e in g s ,
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o r  id e a s .  To overcome o b s ta c le s  and a t t a i n  a  h ig h  

s ta n d a rd .  To e x c e l  o n e ’ s s e l f ,  To r i v a l  and su rp a s s  

o th e r s .  To in c re a s e  s e l f  r e g a rd .  The d e s i r e  to  be­

come s e l f - r e l i a n t  and in d e p e n d e n t.

# 3 .  AFFILIATION; To draw n e a r  and c o o p e ra te  o r  r e  cipro^

c a te  on a p l a to n i c ,  f r i e n d l y  l e v e l  w ith  an  a l l i e d ,  

an im ate  o b je c t .  Exam ples: To d e s i r e  o r  a c t u a l l y

p le a s e  and win th e  a f f e c t io n  o f  s. c a th e c te d  o b je c t .

To ad h ere  and rem ain  lo y a l  to  a f r i e n d .  To d e s i r e

o r  seek  f r i e n d s h ip s .

4 .  AGGRESSION: To p h y s ic a l ly  o r  v e r b a l ly  e x p re s s ,  o r

e x p e rien ce  th e  im pu lse  to  e x p re s s ,  h o s t i l i t y .  

Exam ples: To overcome o p p o s itio n  f o r c e f u l l y .  To

f i g h t .  To revenge  an in j u r y .  To a t t a c k ,  i n j u r e ,  

o r  k i l l  an o b je c t .  To oppose f o r c e f u l ly  o r  p u n ish  

an o b je c t .  To s t e a l  o r  ta k e  f o r c e f u l ly  a n o th e r 's  

p ro p e r ty .  To b e l i t t l e ,  c e n s u re ,  c u rse  o r  r i d i c u l e  

m a lic io u s ly  an o b je c t .  To d e p re c ia te  o r  s la n d e r .

5 .  AUTONOMY: To f r e e  o n e 's  s e l f  from  f e l t  r e s t r a i n t  

and r e s t r i c t i o n  ty  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  n e g a t i v i s t i c  

s e l f  w i l l .  Exam ples; To b re a k  o u t o f  co n fin em en t.
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To r e s i s t  c o e rc io n .  To av o id  o r q u i t  a c t i v i t i e s  

p re s c r ib e d  by  dom ineering a u t h o r i t i e s .  To be 

independen t th ro u g h  above m e asu re s . To be 

u n a tta c h e d  and u n c o n d itio n e d . To d e fy  c o n v e n tio n s .

6 .  COUNTERACTIONs To com pensate o r i n  some way make

up f o r  a  p a s t  f a i l u r e ,  r e a l  o r im agined by r e s t r i v i n g .  

Examples s To o b l i t e r a t e  an  h u m ilia t io n  b y  resumed 

a c t io n .  To overcome w eak n esses , t o  r e p r e s s  f e a r .  To 

e f fa c e  a  d ish o n o r by  a c t io n .

7 . DEFERENCES To adm ire and su p p o rt a s u p e r io r  s u b je c t .

Exam pless To p r a i s e ,  h o n o r, or e u lo g iz e .  To y ie ld  

e a g e r ly  t o  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  an  a l l i e d  o b je c t .  To 

em ulate  an  exem p lar. To conform  to  custom .

8 .  DEFENDANCEs To v in d ic a te  th e  Ego. Exam pless To

a c t iv e ly  defend  th e  s e l f  a g a in s t  a s s a u l t ,  c r i t i c i s m  

o r  b lam e. To c o n ce a l o r j u s t i f y  a  m isdeed , f a i l u r e  

o r h u m il ia t io n .  To r a t i o n a l i z e .

9 .  DOMINANCES To induce an  o b je c t  to  a c t  in  a  way w hioh

acco rd s  w ith  o ne’s se n tim e n ts  and needs by s u g g e s tio n , 

s e d u c tio n , p e r s u a s io n ,  o r  command. E xam ples: To g e t

o b je c ts  t o  c o o p e ra te .  To conv ince an o b je c t  o f th e  

r ig h tn e s s  o f  o n e 's  o p in io n . To d is s u a d e , r e s t r a i n ,  Dr 

p r o h i b i t .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



1 0 . EXHIBITION! To b r in g  o n e 's  s e l f  t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n  

o f o th e rs  i n  d ram a tic  f a s h io n .  Exam ples: To 

make an im p re s s io n . To e x o i t e ,  am aze, f a s c in a t e ,  

e n t e r t a i n ,  shook, i n t r i g u e ,  amuse o r e n t ic e  

o b je c t s ,

SECLUSION: Taken as th e  n e g a t iv e ,  o p p o s ite  v a lu e

o f E x h ib i t io n .  Exam ples: To r e t r e a t  o r w ithd raw

from  o th e r s .  To seek  i s o l a t i o n .  To dream . To 

d e s i r e  o r  seek  escap e  th ro u g h  d e a th .

11 . HiNMAVOIDANCE: To escap e  from  a p h y s ic a l ly  t h r e a ­

te n in g  o r dangerous s i t u a t i o n .  Exam ples: To ta k e  

p re c a u tio n a ry  m e a su re s . To av o id  p a in ,  p h y s ic a l  

in ju r y ,  i l l n e s s  and d e a th .

12 . INFAVOID&NCE: To av o id  em o tio n a l traum a—

h u m ilia t io n ,  em barrassm en t, and th e  sc o rn  o r 

in d i f f e r e n c e  of o th e r s .  E xam ples: To r e f r a i n

from  a c t io n  b ecause  o f  t h e  f e a r  o f f a i l u r e ,

13 . NHRTURANCE: To be e m o tio n a lly  o r  p h y s ic a l ly  " g iv in g ”

and s u p p o r t iv e .  E xam ples: To g iv e  sympathy and

g r a t i f y  th e  needs o f  a  h e l p l e s s ,  w eak, d is a b le d ,  

t i r e d ,  in e x p e r ie n c e d , in f i r m ,  d e fe a te d ,  h u m il ia te d ,
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i

lo n e ly ,  d e je c te d ,  s i c k ,  m e n ta lly  co n fu sed  o b je c t .  To 

a s s i s t  an  o b je c t  in  d a n g e r . To f e e d ,  h e lp ,  s u p p o r t ,  

c o n s o le , p r o t e c t ,  co m fo rt, n u r s e ,  h e a l .

14* ORDSRs To p u t th in g s  i n  o rd e r .  Exam pless To ach iev e

c l e a n l in e s s ,  a rran g em en t, o rg a n iz a t io n ,  b a la n c e ,  

n e a tn e s s ,  t i d i n e s s ,  and p r e c i s io n .  To b e  co n ce rn ed  by 

th e  la c k  o f th e s e  t h i n g s .

1 5 . PLAY8 The ten d en cy  t o  a c t  f o r  " fu n w w ith o u t f u r th e r  

p u rp o se . E xam ples; P la y f u l ,  gay, j o l l y ,  m e rry , 

b l i t h e ,  j o v i a l ,  e a s y -g o in g , l i g h t - h e a r t e d  s p o r t iv e  

a c t i v i t y .

16. RBJECTIO®: To s e p a ra te  o n e 's  s e l f  from  a  s p e c i f i c

ne g a t i've ly  c a th e c te d  o b je o t .  Examples i To e x c lu d e ,

abandon, e x p e l or rem ain  in d i f f e r e n t  t o  an  i n f e r i o r  

o b je c t .  To snub o r  j i l t  an  o b je o t .  To f e e l  d is g u s te d  

by an  o b je c t .

17 . SEX* To form  and f u r th e r  an  e r o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

Exam plesi To be s e x u a l ly  a t t r a c t e d  to  an o b je c t*

To have se x u a l in t e r c o u r s e .

18. SEHTUSERCEs To se e k  and en jo y  sensuous im p re s s io n s .
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19, SUCCORANGE: To have o n e ’s dependent o r r e g re s s iv e

needs g r a t i f i e d  by th e  sy m p a th e tic  a id  o f  an a l l i e d  

o b je c t .  E xam ples; To be n u rs e d , s u p p o r te d , su s ­

ta in e d ,  su rro u n d ed , p r o te c te d ,  lo v e d , a d v is e d ,  

g u id e d , in d u lg e d , f o rg iv e n ,  c o n s o le d . To rem ain  

c lo s e  to  a  dev o ted  p r o t e c to r .  To alw ays have a  

s u p p o r te r .

2 0 . TINDERSTANDING5 The te n d en cy  to  a sk  o r to  answ er 

b ro ad  q u e s t io n s ,  t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e o r y ,  and to  

be in c l in e d  tow ard  a n a ly z in g  and g e n e ra l iz in g  e v e n ts .  

Exam plesi To d is c u s s  and a rg u e . To em phasize lo g ic  

and re a s o n .  S e l f - c o r r e c t io n  and c r i t i c i s m ,  b ased  on 

o b je c t iv e  f in d in g s .  To have a  deep i n t e r e s t  in  

a b s t r a c t  fo rm u la tio n s — s c ie n c e ,  m a th em a tic s , 

p h ilo so p h y . To th in k  th in g s  th ro u g h . To seek  

e d u c a tio n a l  e x p a n s io n .

The rem ain ing  sev en te en  v a r ia b le s  were p r e s s ,  th e  ’’k in d  o f 

e f f e c t  an  o b je o t o r  s i t u a t i o n  is  e x e r t in g  o r co u ld  e x e r t  upon 

th e  s u b je c t” . The p re s s  w hich  were a p p l ie d ,  a long  w ith  t h e i r  

d e f  in  i t  ions a re  :
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1. FJHILY INSIJPPORT (INSUPPORT) s Those o h ie f  o ccu rren ces  

w hich d is r u p t  th e  sam eness, r e g u l a r i t y ,  c o n s is te n c y ,  

o r  d e p e n d a b il i ty  o f fam ily  l i f e .

Examples 8

a .  C u l tu r a l  d is c o rd

b .  G eneral fa m ily  d is c o rd  

c* C ap ric io u s  d i s c ip l in e

d* P a r e n ta l  d i s c ip l in e

e .  I n f e r io r  p a re n t

g .  D is s im ila r  p a re n t

h .  P o v e rty

ETC*

2« DJflJGER: Some d a n g e r , t h r e a t ,  o r  m is fo r tu n e  on an

in fra-hum an  le v e l*

Examples i
%

a .  P h y s ic a l  in su p p o r t

b .  W ater

o .  A lo n en ess , d a rk n ess

d .  Ino lam ent w e a th e r , l i g h tn in g  

e * F ire

f .  A ccid en t

g . Animals

ETC.
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3© DENIAL* D anger, t h r e a t ,  o r  m is fo r tu n e  on a  human,

p e r s o n a l ,  em o tio n a l l e v e l .  The w ith h o ld in g  f o r  any 

re a so n  o f  d e s i r e d  o r n e c e ssa ry  o b je c ts .

Examples *

a .  Of N ourishm ent

b .  Of P o s se s s io n s

c .  Of Companionship

d .  Of V a r ie ty

e .  The s ta te m e n t o f  an  u n re so lv e d  p rob lem ,

4 .  REJECTION* The f e e l in g s  o f  unconcern  o r sc o rn  from

some o b je c t .  Examples * B eing unw anted, ig n o re d , 

o m itte d , s e n t aw ay, e tc *  B eing d e s e r te d  ( a c t u a l l y  o r  

im agined as th rough  d e a th  o r i l l n e s s ) .

5 , RIVAL: The p re s e n c e , r e a l  o r im ag ined , o f  a  contem­

p o ra ry  who i s  com peting a c t iv e l y  o r  p a s s iv e ly  f o r  

e i t h e r  m a te r ia l  o r em o tio n a l g a in .

6 ,  BIRTH* (o f  a  s i b l i n g )

7 . AGGRESSION* M a ltre a tm e n t, e i t h e r  v e r b a l  o r p h y s io a l ,

by  e i t h e r  an  o ld e r  p e rso n  o r a  co n tem porary .

Example s *

a .  Punishm ent

b .  Being th e  o b je o t o f  s t r i k i n g ,  p h y s ic a l  p a in

c .  Being r e s t r a i n e d ,  c o n f in e d ,

ETC.
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8 * DOMINANCE: A ttem pts t o  in f lu e n c e  one b y  s u g g e s tio n

and p e rs u a s io n  tow ard  a  c e r t a i n  g o a l o f  ach ievem en t 

( P h y s ic a l ,  e c o n o m ic -v o c a tio n a l, c a s t e ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  

e t o . )

Exam ples:

a . C oercion

b . D is c ip l in e

e . P r o h ib i t io n

d . R e lig io u s  t r a i n in g

e . fhe p o s se s s iv e  p a re n t

f . An o v e r - s o l i c i t i o u s  a t t i t u d e

9 ,  UDRTUEAUCE: Here a re  c la s s e d  exam ples o f  c h e r ish in g

a f f e c t i o n ,  le n ie n c y ,sy m p a th y , generous b e s to w a ls ,  

( g i f t s ) ,  and encou ragem en t,

10 , SUCCORANCB: Demands fo r  te n d e r n e s s .  E xam ples:

A ttem pts t o  c o n tro l  th ro u g h  p la y in g  on on e’s te n d e r ­

n e ss  and c h iv a lry  w ith  t e a r s ,  i l l n e s s ,  and r e c i t a l s  

o f  s a c r i f i c e s .  B ids f o r  r e c o g n i t io n ,  g r a t i tu d e ,  

d e v o tio n ,

11 , DEFERENCE* To be th e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  p r a i s e ,  r e c o g n i t io n ,  

e t o .  Exam ples: A c h i ld  may be g iv e n  much r e c o g n i t io n
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and p r a is e  by p a re n ts  o r  he may e n jo y  th e  o b e d ie n t 

r e s p e c t  o f  s ib l in g s  o r  o th e r  c o n te m p o ra r ie s . He 

may be  an  acknow ledged le a d e r ,  c a p ta in  o f a  team , 

r e c e iv e  p r iz e s  and honors#

12 . AFFILIATIONS: To have f r ie n d s h ip s  and t o  be com­

p an io n ab le  w ith  c o n g e n ia l p e rso n s  who l ik e  and r e ­

s p e c t  th e  s u b je c t .

13 . SEX*

Examples *

a .  Exposure
*

b .  S e d u c tio n , hom osexual or h e te ro s e x u a l 

c* F rim a l scene

1 4 . DECEPTION: To be d e c e iv e d , b e t ra y e d ,  o r  d is a p p o in te d .

Examples * F a c ts  may b e  co n cea led  f r  cm, o r l i e s  t o l d  

t o  th e  s u b je c t .  Unkept p ro m ise s .

15 . ILLNESS:

Exam ples:

a . P ro lo n g ed , f re q u e n t i l l n e s s

b . Nervous

e . R e s p ira to ry

d . C ard iac

6  « G a s t r o - in te s t in a l
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f .  I n f a n t i l e  p a r a ly s i s

g . C onvulsions

ETC.

16. OPERATION* (S u rg ic a l )

17 . INFERIORITY* G enera l u n a t t r a c t iv e n e s s ,  la c k  o f 

s o o ia l  t a l e n t ,  and th e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  g e t a lo n g  w ith  

o th e rs  and e s t a b l i s h  en d u rin g  f r ie n d s h ip s #

Examples *

a .  P b y s io a l i n f e r i o r i t y

b .  S o c ia l  i n f e r i o r i t y

c .  I n t e l l e c t u a l  i n f e r i o r i t y

A ccurate  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  d e s c r ib e d  needs and p re s s  

was dependent upon a  p re lim in a ry  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  h ero  

w i th in  any given s to r y .  I t  i s  alw ays upon th e  d e te rm in a tio n  

o f  th e  s to ry  c h a ra c te r  w ith  whom th e  s u b je c t  i s  most c lo s e ly  

i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  needs and p re s s  m a y b e  d is t in g u is h e d .  In  

c e r t a in  in s ta n c e s  i t  became im p o ss ib le  to  p in -p o in t  a  s in g le  

h e ro  s in c e  th e  s u b je c t  had s h i f t e d  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  among 

s e v e ra l  h e ro e s .  S to r ie s  showing t h i s  p a t t e r n  re q u ire d  t h a t  

th e  v a r ia b le s  be a p p l ie d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  each  new h e ro  who 

was in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  s t o r y .  In  g e n e ra l ,  how ever, th e
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h ero  o f a  TAT s to r y  may be i d e n t i f i e d  by any ome o r a  combi­

n a t io n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  f a c t o r s i

1« The f i r s t  c h a ra c te r  ab o u t whom th e  s u b je c t  chooses 

to  speak

2 ,  The c h a ra c te r  who oocup ies th e  s u b j e c t ’ s a t t e n t i o n  

th ro u g h o u t m ost o f th e  s to ry

3 .  The c h a r a c te r  who i n i t i a t e s  th e  im p o rtan t a c t i v i t y

4# The c h a ra c te r  abou t whom th e  s to r y  re v o lv e s

5 . The c h a r a c te r  who i s  b e in g  a c te d  upon by m ost o f

th e  o th e r  in d iv id u a ls

6 » The c h a r a c te r  who i s  most l i k e  th e  s u b je c t  in  te rm s

o f a g e , s e x , p h y s ic a l  ap p e a ra n c e , p sy c h o lo g ic a l 

makeup, e to .

The p rocedu re  whereby th e  in d iv id u a l  s t o r i e s  o f  a  p ro to c o l  

w ere a s s ig n e d  ran k s  on a 1 t o  19 s c a le  grew ou t o f  th e  g e n e ra l 

agreanent in  TAT c i r c l e s  t h a t  th e  fre q u e n c y  o f  appearance  o f  

a  s p e c i f i c  need  o r  p re s s  i s  c o in c id e n ta l  w ith  i t s  im portance 

fo r  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i ty .  T h e re fo re , f o r  each  p r o to c o l ,  th e  f r e ­

quency o f  ev e ry  need and p re s s  r e p re s e n te d  was ta b u la te d .

S ince  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  as u n d ers to o d  by th e  framework h e r e in  s e t  

u p , may be  re g a rd e d  as a  p ro c e ss  c o n s ta n t ly  in f lu e n c e d  by an
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in d iv id u a l ’ s in t e r a c t io n s  wfth h is  p h y s ic a l  and s o c ia l  en v iro n m en t, 

on th e  one h an d , and by  th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  h is  n e e d s , on th e  o th e r ,  

a  s e p a ra t io n  o f  needs and p re s s  i s  an  a r t i f i c i a l  o n e . H ence, u s in g  

th e  freq u en cy  o f  each  need and p re s s  as i t s  w e ig h t, and a p p ly in g  

i t  to  each  appearance o f  th e  v a r i a b le ,  a combined t o t a l  w eig h t fo r  

each  s to ry  w ith in  th e  p ro to c o l was o b ta in e d . The s to r y  y ie ld in g  

th e  s t r o n g e s t  needs and p re s s  would a l s o  be  th e  s to r y  h av in g  

re c e iv e d  th e  h ig h e s t  t o t a l  w e ig h t, e t c .  The d e s i r e d  1 t o  19 ra n k  

o rd e r  was r e a d i ly  c o n s tru c te d :  t h a t  s to r y  h av ing  th e  g r e a t e s t

w e ig h t was a s s ig n e d  ran k  1 , th e  s to r y  hav ing  seoond g r e a t e s t  

w e ig h t was a s s ig n e d  ra n k  2 , e t c .  As  an  h y p o th e t ic a l ,  and g r o s s ly  

s im p l i f ie d  exam ple, i f  a  p ro to c o l  c o n ta in e d  a  t o t a l  o f s i x  

v a r ia b le s  and each  had a  s p e c i f i c  f re q u e n c y :

Need Achievement 

Need A f f i l i a t i o n  

Need D eference 

P re s s  In su p p o rt 

P re s s  R e je c tio n  

P re s s  R iv a l
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freq u en o y  1
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th a n ,  a s to r y  com bining needs ach iev em en t, a f f i l i a t i o n  and 

p re s s  in su p p o r t w ould re c e iv e  a  t o t a l  w e ig h t 15, and be 

a s s ig n e d  a  ran k  h ig h e r  th a n  a  s to r y  com bining needs a f f i l i ­

a t i o n  w ith  p re s s  in su p p o rt and r e j e c t i o n  w hich t o t a l s  a 

w e ig h t o f 13 ,

At t h i s  p o in t  in  th e  r e s e a r c h  two rank: o rd e r  s c a le s  

w ere a v a i la b le  fo r  each  s u b je c t— th e  f i r s t ,  a  1 to  19 

ra n k in g  o f  th e  c a rd s  ac c o rd in g  to  p re fe re n c e s  o f ’’l i k i n g ” , 

th e  second , a  1 to  19 c l i n i c a l  ra n k in g  o f  th e  c a rd s  

a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  abundance o f th e  e x p e rim e n ta l v a r i a b l e s .

In  o rd er t o  in v e s t ig a t e  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f th e  h y p o th e s is ,  i . e . ,  

t o  a s c e r t a in  th e  deg ree  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t in g  betw een  

s u b je c t s ’ s ta te m e n ts  o f p re fe re n c e s  and c l i n i c a l  judgm ents 

o f  im p o rtan ce , th e  d i r e c t  method f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  d e t e r -
O C

m in ing  p r o b a b i l i t y  ° was chosen  a s  th e  most a p p l ic a b le .

T his m ethod, in  t h a t  i t  len d s  i t s e l f  to  com parison  o f

g roups o f  f ig u r e s ,  i s  e s p e c ia l ly  s u i te d  f o r  in q u iry  in to

th e  s t a t e d  problem . C a lc u la t io n s  w ere made u s in g  a  t a b le

27o f  lo g a rith m s  o f  f a c t o r i a l s  as d e s c r ib e d  by G ou ld in ,

B ecause te n  to  tw elve  ca rd s  a re  c o n s id e re d  an  optimum
i

short form TAT, and because i t  is the hypothesis of th is  study 

t h a t  th e  g r e a te r  th e  amount o f p re fe re n c e  a t t r i b u t e d  to

-  55 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



SUBJECT

REFERENCE

p i c t u r e s ,  th e  g r e a t e r  w ould h e  th e  amount of c l i n i c a l  d a ta  

fo rth co m in g  from  them , i t  was n e c e ssa ry  to  dem onstra te  f o r  

ev e ry  c a se , th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f c o r r e l a t i o n  betw een  th re e  

s e ts  o f f i g u r e s .  D ire c t p r o b a b i l i t i e s  were f i r s t  computed 

to  show th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een th e  t e n  c a rd s  most 

p r e f e r r e d  by any s u b je c t  and th e  te n  c a rd s  w hich  were 

judged  c l i n i c a l l y  m ost p ro d u c tiv e  f o r  t h a t  s u b je c t .  In  

t u r n ,  d i r e c t  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  were computed fo r  groups o f 

e le v e n  c a rd s ,  and th e n  groups o f  tw elve  c a r d s .  The 

fo rm ula  employed in  th e s e  c a lc u la t io n s  i s  w r i t te n *

/ T J T I T J I J  
) 1  2 b c
( TJ

(

) (
) (•
) ( V  V  ° l l  ° 2 l )
) ( )

For each  o f  th e  th r e e  c o n d i t io n s ,  a  tw o-by-tw o ta b le  was 

co n s tru c te d *

CLINICAL RANKING

Median 
and Above

Below
Median T o ta l

Median b 9 I
and Above b

Below
Median ° 1 ° 2 To

TOTAL
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C lin ic a l  Hanking ( c o n t 'd . )

F i r s t
E lev en

L ast
E ig h t T o ta l

F i r s t b b
E leven 1 2 b

L ast c 0 T
E ig h t 1 2 0

TOTAL T
1 2

T

F i r s t  L as t
Twelve Seven T o ta l

F i r s t
Twelve b l b 2 "b

L ast o. T
Seven 1 2 o

TOTAL T1 , T2
T

The a p p ro p r ia te  v a lu e  fo r  eac h  c e l l  was d e r iv e d  from  

a n  a n a ly s i s  o f  th o s e  c a rd s  a p p e a rin g  w ith in  th e  s p e c i f i e d  

range o f  th e  two p re v io u s ly  d e s c r ib e d  rank  o r d e r s .

-  57 -

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



A nother m ajor p o r t io n  o f t h i s  s tu d y  concerned  i t s e l f  w ith  

an  e v a lu a t io n  o f th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of th e  c l i n i c a l  s c o r in g s .

In  o rd e r  to  d em o n stra te  t h a t  th e  d e f in e d  v a r ia b le s  co u ld  be 

a p p lie d  a g a in  and t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l i a b l e  c l i n i c a l  ran k  

o rd e r  co u ld  be r e p e a te d ,  th e  fo llo w in g  p ro ced u re  was d e s ig n e d . 

The s ix  hundred  s to r i e s  in v o lv ed  in  th e  s tu d y  w ere su b m itte d  

t o  r e a n a ly s i s  b y  n in e  a u x i l i a r y  r a t e r s ,  s i x  o f whom w ere 

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th r e e  p ro to c o ls  and th r e e  o f whom were 

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  fo u r  p r o to c o l s .  A ll s u b je c ts  were g iven  

coded i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  w hich were a rra n g e d  in  random o rd e r 

f o r  s e le c t io n  by th e  a u x i l i a r y  r a t e r s .  These r a t e r s  had 

b e e n  p re p a re d  f o r  t h e i r  a n a ly se s  in  two s e s s io n s  — an  e a r l y  

m eeting  when th e  e n t i r e  p ro ced u re  was e x p la in e d , and a 

s e s s io n  im m ediately  p re c e d in g  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f p ro to o o ls  when 

th e  v a r ia b le s  and t h e i r  d e f in i t i o n s  w ere rev iew ed , and sample 

s t o r i e s  d is c u s s e d .

Follow ing  assessm en t by  th e  a u x i l i a r y  r a t e r ,  e ac h  

p r o to c o l  was t r e a t e d  in  a  manner id e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  p u rsu ed  in  

e s ta b l i s h in g  th e  o r ig in a l  c l i n i c a l  ra n k  o rd e r fo r  th e  

s t o r i e s  in v o lv e d . The frecp en e y  o f  each  v a r ia b le  r e p re s e n te d  

in  a protocol was tabulated and, using those figures as
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th e  w e ig h ted  v a lu e s  f o r  th e  v a r i a b l e s ,  a t o t a l  w e ig h t f o r  each  

o f th e  s t o r i e s  was o b ta in e d . As was done p r e v io u s ly ,  a  rank  

o rd e r  b a se d , t h i s  t im e , upon th e  in d ependen t c l i n i c a l  e v a lu ­

a t io n s  o f  th e  a u x i l i a r y  r a t e r ,  was c o n s tru c te d .  S pearm an 's 

ran k  d if f e r e n c e  c o r r e l a t i o n  method was a p p lie d  to  each  s e t  

o f  c l i n i c a l  r a t i n g s  ( th e  i n i t i a l  ra n k  o rd e r  founded upon th e  

e x p e r im e n te r 's  work and th e  second ra n k  o rd e r  grow ing out 

o f  th e  a u x i l i a r y  a n a ly s i s )  in  o rd e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  degree  

o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een them  as a m easure o f th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  

in h e re n t  i n  th e  c l i n i c a l  a n a ly se s#
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C hap ter V 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

The s e v e r a l  p ro c e s se s  o f th e  p re v io u s ly  d e s c r ib e d  e x p e r i ­

m e n ta tio n  have made th e  fo llo w in g  d a ta  a m ia b le  fo r  i n t e r p r e t a ­

t io n *

The i n i t i a l  s o r t in g  p ro ced u re  accom plished  by a l l  s u b je c t s  

r e v e a ls  g r e a t  v a r i a b i l i t y  among th e  p re fe re n c e s  e x p re s se d  tow ard 

any one p i c t u r e .  The minimum range o f  p re fe re n c e s  was fo u r te e n  

( f o r  two p i c t u r e s ) ,  and in c re a s e d  in  s p re a d  t o  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  

f iv e  o f  th e  n in e te e n  c a rd s  ( b e t t e r  th a n  26$) e x ten d ed  o v er th e  

e n t i r e  n in e te e n -p o in t  p re fe re n c e  s c a l e .  Most o f  th e  c a rd s  were 

a s s ig n e d  b o th  h ig h  d eg rees  o f  " l ik e "  and '’d i s l i k e " .  Even th o s e  

few c a rd s  w hich show a  d e f i n i t e  tendency  to  c l u s t e r  a t  e i t h e r  end 

o f  th e  s c a le  show n o tew o rth y  e x c e p t io n s .  T able 1 in d ic a te s  in  

t a b u l a r  form  th e  freq u en cy  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l l  p re fe re n c e  ra n k s  

a s  e x p re sse d  by a l l  s u b je c t s .  At th e  most obvious le v e l  t h i s  

p o in ts  to  th e  c o n s id e ra b le  d isc re p a n c y  w hich e x i s t s  betw een  

in d iv id u a ls  as f a r  as t h e i r  s t a t e d  " l i k e s ” and " d i s l i k e s ” o f  th e  

t e s t  p i c t u r e s .  Perhaps more im p o rtan t th a n  in d iv id u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  

f o r  th e  pu rpose  o f t h i s  s tu d y , i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  mere g rap h ic  

c o n te n t o f  a  p i c t u r e ,  a lo n e ,  does n o t d e te rm in e  how w e ll  t h a t
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TJJBLE 1„ -  FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION FOR SUBJECTS PREFERENCES*

CARD
NO.

SUBJECTS PREFERENCE RAM NUMBER

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

1 1 6 3 3 2 3 1 2 2 4 3

2 1 1 3 7 2 1 2 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 2 2 3 2 3 4 2 5 1 2

■ a .  . 3 3 1 3 3 5 4 4 1 2 1

5 . 1 2 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 1 2 1 2

6 3 5 1 3 2 1 1 7 1 2 1 2 1

7 1 2 4 3 4 3 3 2 1 5 1 1

8 2 6 2 3 1 5 3 2 1 2 1 2

9 ■
. 1 1 4 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 3 1 1 2 2

1 0

f
2 1 3 1 4 2 1 2 3 4 1 2 1 3 1

11
1

i 1 1 1 4 1 2 2 2 1 5 6 1 2

12
1

1 1 1 4 5 2 4 2 3 3 1 2 1

13
.

i 2 1 3 2 1 1 1 1 3 3 2 4 3 2 4

14 5 2 1 1 2 1 4 2 2 1 4 2 3

15 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 4 1 3 8 4

17 1 1 1 1 3 1 3 3 1 2 4 2 2 1 1

18
I

2 1 1 2 5 6 4 2 5 2

19 'S 1 1 1 2 2 3 4 4 3 9

2 0
t

2 1 1 1 2 1 3 4 4 1  | 2 2 2 1 3

*  The f ig u r e s  in d ic a te d  in  th e  body o f th e  t a b le  show th e  number o f s u b je c t s  who a s s ig n e d  
s p e c i f i c  ra n k s  (inco lum ns) to  s p e c i f i c  c a rd s  ( i n  row s)
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p ic tu r e  w i l l  be  ’’l i k e d ” .  I t  seems r a th e r  t h a t  some o th e r  f a c t o r ,  

a p p a re n tly  one un ique to  eac h  in d iv id u a l ,  p la y s  a  g u id in g  r o le  i n  

th e  a ssessm en t o f  p re fe re n c e s  t o  th e  TAT p i c t u r e s .

The ran k  o rd e rs  w hich  were a s s ig n e d  to  th e  v a r io u s  c a rd s  on 

th e  b a s is  o f  t h e i r  w e ig h te d  c l i n i c a l  v a lu e s  a re  ta b u la te d  in  

Table 2 . The sp read  o f  ran k s g iv en  th e  s e v e r a l  p ic tu r e s  a t t e s t s  

to  th e  v a r i a b i l i t y  (from  s u b je c t  to  s u b je c t )  w ith  w hich any one

c a rd  was ju d g ed  to  be c l i n i c a l l y  im p o r ta n t . I n  t h i s  c l i n i c a l

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  th e  minimum ran g e  of ranks was te n  (o n ly  one c a rd  

- -C a rd  XIX)o The d is p e r s io n  in c re a s e d  to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  s ix  

o f  th e  c a rd s  ( b e t t e r  th a n  31%) w ere ran k ed  o v er th e  e n t i r e  s c a l e .  

I t  w ould  seem, from  th i s  segm ent o f  th e  r e s u l t s ,  t h a t  th e r e  i s

l i t t l e  c o n s is te n c y  (from  s u b je c t  to  s u b je c t )  regard ing; th e

c l i n i c a l  im port o f th e  d a ta  t o  be d e r iv e d  from  th e  s t o r i e s  

g iv e n  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  p i c t u r e .  A p a r t i c u l a r  p ic tu r e  may 

s t im u la te  and y ie ld  p e r t in e n t  p e r s o n a l i ty  v a r ia b le s  in  one sub­

j e c t  b u t be h ig h ly  u n p ro d u c tiv e  fo r  same o th e r  in d iv id u a l .

S im i la r i ty  betw een T ables 1 and 2 , i . e . ,  s i m i l a r i t y  betw een
♦

th e  d i s t r i b u t e d  p re fe re n c e  ranks o f  a l l  s u b je c ts  f o r  a l l  c a rd s  

and th e  c l i n i c a l  ra n k s  fo r  a l l  ca rd s  o f a l l  s u b je c t s ,  becomes 

a p p a re n t upon in s p e c t io n .  From t h i s  we may i n f e r  t h a t  f o r  th e
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TABLE 2 .  -  FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION FOR CLINICAL RATINGS*

CARD CLINICAL RANK NUMBER
J5IU

1 2 3 4. 5 6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

1 1 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 3 2 1 2 7 1 1

2 3 4 2 2 1 1 4 1 4 3 1 1 1 2

3 1 2 2 4 3 3 3 1 2 2 1 2 1 2

4 7 6 3 1 3 5 1 1 2 1

5 1 2 1 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 3 1 1 1 3 1

6 5 4 4 3 1 1 3 3 1 2 2 1
<

7 4 3 5 4 4 3 1 2 1 2 1

8 2 2 2 2 1 1 3 - 3 2 1 2 1 5 7 1

9 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 5 4 5 1 3 2 1

1 0 1 7 1 3 1 5 6 2 1 3

1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 4 1 3 4 2 5 1

1 2 2 3 3 5 3 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1

13 2 2 4 3 1 2 2 3 2 1 1 3 1 3

14 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 3 4 4 1 1

15 1 1 2 4 1 1 2 3 1 3 1 4 6

17 2 2 2 1 1 4 1 2 3 2 2 2 5 1

18 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 5 3 3 2 2 2

19 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 4 18

2 0 2 4 1 2 4 1 4 3 3 1 4 1

* The f ig u r e s  i n  th e  body o f th e  t a b le  show th e  freq u en cy  w ith  w hich s p e c i f i c  c a rd s  
( i n  rows) were a s s ig n e d  s p e c i f i c  ran k s  ( in  colum ns) in  te rm s o f  th e  t o t a l  w e ig h ted  
v a r ia b le s  c o n ta in e d  th e r e i n .
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g ro u p , th e re  e x i s t s  a  p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between, th e  s t r e s s e d  

p re fe re n c e s  f o r  th e  p ic tu r e s  and th e  c l i n i c a l  v a lu e s  o f th e  p ic ­

t u r e s .  More s im p ly , t h i s  means t h a t ,  fo r  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n , 

th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s u b je c t s ’ p re fe re n c e  ranks te n d e d  to  resem ble 

th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c l i n i c a l  ra n k s  a s s ig n e d  to  a l l  c a rd s  i n  th e  

t e s t  b a t t e r y .

The e x te n t  to  w h ich  t h i s  tendency  is  p re s e n t  in  in d iv id u a l  

oases  i s  shown in  Table 3 ,  Here i s  t a b u la te d  th e  r e s u l t s  of, 

d i r e c t  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  c a l c u la te d  f o r  s e r i e s  o f  te n  c a r d s ,  e lev en  

c a r d s ,  and tw elve  c a r d s .

TABLE 3 , -  DISTRIBUTION OP PROBABILITIES FOR 

TEN, ELEVEN AND TWELVE CARD-SERIES

PROBABILITY

LEVEL TEN

GROUPS OF 

ELEVEN

CARDS

TWELVE

Beyond .01 6 8 9

.05  — .01 10 12 16

.10  -  .06 1

H igher th a n  .10 13 10 5
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Those f ig u r e s  in d ic a te  th a t  when th e  f i r s t  t e n  c a rd s  

s e le c te d  by any s u b je o t axe c o r r e l a te d  w ith  th e  f i r s t  t e n  ca rd s  

whose s t o r i e s  f o r  t h a t  s u b je c t  w ere deemed c l i n i c a l l y  m ost v a lu ­

a b l e ,  s ix  o a se s  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  showed a r e l a t io n s h ip  

beyond th e  .01  le v e l  o f  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  t e n  ca se s  showed s i g n i f i ­

cance betw een th e  .05  and ,01  l e v e l s ,  and th e  rem ain in g  fo u r te e n  

oases  showed p r o b a b i l i t i e s  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  .05  le v e l  an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  

n o t s i g n i f i c a n t .  The number o f  ca se s  f a l l i n g  w ith in  any p ro b a b i­

l i t y  l e v e l  ehanges when com pu ta tions  a re  a p p l ie d  to  an e le v e n  

c a rd  g roup , Ih e n  th e  f i r s t  e lev en  c a rd  c h o ices  o f  a s u b je c t  a re  

compared w ith  th e  c a rd s  on w hichhhe has p roduced  th e  e le v e n  

c l i n i c a l l y  most p e r t i n e n t  s t o r i e s ,  e ig h t  oases now f a l l  beyond 

th e  .01  l e v e l  and m y  be c o n s id e re d  v e ry  s ig n i f i c a n t  w h ile  tw elv e  

a d d i t io n a l  c a se s  y i e ld  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o b a b i l i t y  l e v e l .  Three 

few er o a ses  f a i l  to  ap p ea r s i g n i f i c a n t  w ith  an  e le v e n  c a rd  s e r ie s  

th a n  do w ith  a  te n  c a rd  s e r i e s .  A  t h i r d  group o f  c a lc u la t io n s  

was made w hereby, f o r  eac h  s u b je c t ,  h i s  tw elve b e s t  ’’l ik e d ” p ic ­

tu r e s  w ere s t a t i s t i c a l l y  compared w ith  th e  tw elve  p ic tu r e s  i n  w hich 

h i s  s t o r i e s  w ere m ost h e a v i ly  w e ig h ted  w ith  th e  s c o re d  p e r s o n a l i ty  

v a r i a b l e s .  As is  s e e n in  Table 3 , th e  in c lu s io n  o f  tw e lv e  ca rd s  

p roduces more s ig n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  th a n  e i t h e r  th e  t e n  o r  e le v e n  

c a rd  b a t t e r i e s .  Using a sh o r te n e d  s e r i e s  o f  tw elve c a rd s ,  n in e
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e a se s  showed a  v ery  s ig n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een th o s e  c a rd s  

s e le c te d  among th e  f i r s t  tw elve  p re fe re n c e s  and th e  tw e lv e  ca rd s  

judged  t o  be  th e  m ost v a lu a b le  from  a  c l i n i c a l  p o in t  o f  v iew . 

S ix te e n o th e r  oases were s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 l e v e l .  In  t o t a l ,  

83$ o f  th e  ca se s  w ere s i g n i f i c a n t  w ith  a  tw elve  c a rd  b a t t e r y .

In  th e  f iv e  ca se s  w hich d id  n o t m eet th e  c r i t e r i o n  fo r  

s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  th e  v e ry  low p r o b a b i l i t i e s  were se e n  to  d rop  

ou t so t h a t  ev en  though th e se  f iv e  cases  do n o t s a t i s f y  th e  

c r i t e r i o n  f o r  s ig n if ic a n c e  th e y  more c lo s e ly  approach  i t  th a n  

d id  th e  n o n - s ig n i f i c a n t  c a se s  o f  th e  t e n  and e le v e n  c a rd  s e r i e s .

The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  c l i n i c a l  ra n k in g s  i s  a n  im p o rtan t 

f a c t o r  in  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  s tu d y . As m easured 

by  th e  ra n k  d if f e r e n c e  method o f  Spearm an, i n t e r - r a t e r  r e l i a b i l ­

i t i e s  ranged  from .605 to  *873. Table 4 p re s e n ts  a  freq u en cy  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of th e  computed r e l i a b i l i t i e s *

TABLE 4* -  DISTRIBUTION OF CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS (HHOS) 

SHOWING THE RELIABILITIES OF CLINICAL RATINGS

RHO ,89-*85 .8 4 - ,8 0 .7 9 - ,7 5 • 1 • O .6 9 - .6 5  .6 4 - .6 0

NUMBER
OF

CASES
4. 9 7 5 3 2
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■When th e  r e l a t i v e  n a tu re  o f  th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  co ncep t i s  u n d e rs to o d , 

i t  th e n  ap p ea rs  from, th e se  c o e f f i c i e n t s  t h a t  th e  c l i n i c a l  ra n k in g s  

a re  cap ab le  o f  r e p e t i t i o n  w ith  a s ig n i f i c a n t  deg ree  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y .  

This deg ree  o f r e l i a b i l i t y  p e m i t s  th e  accep tan ce  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip  e x i s t in g  be tw een  c l i n i c a l  ra n k in g s  and p re fe re n c e  ra n k in g s .

H aving dem o n stra ted  t h a t  th e  o l i n i c a l  e v a lu a t io n  o f  TAT 

s t o r i e s  by  th e  d e s c r ib e d  system  i s  r e l i a b l e ,  and having shown th a t  

th e r e  a re  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e la t io n s h ip s  betw een th e  f i r s t  t e n ,  e le v e n ,  

and tw e lv e  c a rd s  chosen  by  a  s u b je c t  and th e  t e n ,  e le v e n ,  and 

tw elv e  c a rd s  judged c l i n i c a l l y  m ost p ro d u c tiv e  fo r  t h a t  s u b je c t ,  

i t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  amount o f  c l i n i c a l  d a ta  f o r t h ­

coming when o n ly  t e n ,  e le v e n , or tw elve ca rd s  a re  u se d . For 

each  s u b je c t  th e  t o t a l  number o f  n e e d s , p r e s s ,  and needs $ p re s s  

w hich  w ere sco red  in  th e  t o t a l  p ro to c o l w ere summed. The nuiaber 

o f  th e s e  v a r ia b le s  sam pled by  u s in g  o n ly  th e  f i r s t  t e n  c a rd s  

s e le c te d  by  th e  s u b je c t  was i s o la te d  and p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  th e  w hole 

amounts were c a l c u la te d .  An id e n t i c a l  p ro ced u re  was fo llo w ed  to  

a s c e r t a in  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  t o t a l  v a r ia b le s  sampled by  e le v e n  

c a rd s  and tw elve c a rd s .  The com plete f ig u r e s  fo r  a l l  s u b je c ts  

a re  shown in  Table 5 . This Table p in p o in ts  th e  p e rc e n t o f  

variables gained by each  subject when an eleventh story (his 

e le v e n th  p re fe re n c e )  i s  in c lu d e d  and a g a in ,  when th e  tw e l f th
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TABLE 5. - PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER OF VARIABLES

SAMPLED BY SHORTENED SERIES

SUBJECT
Need

TEN CARDS 
P re s s Both

ELEVEN CARDS 
Need P re s s  Both

TWELVE CARDS 
Need P re s s  Both

' , A ,' 80 86 82 80 86 82 80 86 82
B ' 75 90 83 88 90 89 88 90 89
C 75 86 80 88 86 86 100 86 93
D 75 56 65 75 56 65 75 78 76
E 60 88 72 60 88 72 60 88 72
F 89 80 86 89 80 86 89 80 86S 69 86 75 77 100 85 77 100 85
H 85 80 83 85 80 83 85 80 83
I 60 100 75 67 100 79 73 100 83
J 86 40 74 86 60 79 86 80 84
K 91 83 88 91 83 88 91 100 94
L 89 75 82 89 87 88 89 87 88
M 82 57 72 82 57 72 82 57 72
N 75 86 80 75 86 80 75 86 80
0 85 89 86 92 89 91 92 89 91
P 67 75 74 80 75 78 87 75 83
Q 91 89 90 91 89 90 91 89 90
R 83 80 82 89 90 89 89 90 89
S 73 90 81 82 90 86 82 90 86
T 86 62 74 92 62 77 92 62 77
V 75 67 72 75 67 72 75 83 78
Y 78 86 81 78 86 81 89 86 87
W 81 80 81 81 80 81 88 80 85
X 80 86 82. 80 86 82 80 100 86
Y 69 89 76 81 89 84 81 89 84
Z 87 83 86 87 83 86 87 83 86

AA 80 86 82 80 86 82 87 86 86
BB 69 75 71 69 75 71 75 75 75
CC 80 50 70 87 50 74 87 75 83
DD 87 88 87 93 88 91 93 88 91
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s to r y  i s  in c o rp o ra te d o  The f i r s t  th r e e  s u b je c ts  se rv e  n ic e ly  

t o  i l l u s t r a t e  th r e e  ty p e s  o f  change w h ich  occu rred#  In  th e  case  

o f  s u b je c t  A, te n  ca rd s  y ie ld e d  80% o f th e  t o t a l  needs s c o re d  in  

h i s  p r o to c o l ,  86% o f  th e  t o t a l  sco red  p r e s s ,  and 82% o f a l l  

v a r ia b le s  w hieh were c l i n i c a l l y  judged to  be p r e s e n t .  These 

p e rc e n ta g e s  d id  no t change w ith  th e  a d d i t io n  o f  th e  e le v e n th  

o a rd , no r d id  th e y  v a ry  w ith  th e  tw e l f th  c a rd .  This in d ic a te s  

t h a t ,  f o r  S u b je c t A, n e i th e r  e le v e n  o r tw elve  c a rd s  w ere s u p e r io r  

t o  a  te n  c a rd  b a t t e r y  i n  so f a r  as th e  number o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  

v a r ia b le s  sam pled i s  co n ce rn ed . R a th e r th a n  augment th e  number 

o f v a r ia b le s  d e r iv e d  from  te n  c a rd s ,  th e  a d d i t io n a l  s t o r i e s  

s e rv e d  on ly  t o  e la b o ra te  f u r th e r  p e r s o n a l i ty  v a r ia b le s  a l re a d y  

o b ta in e d . The f ig u r e s  f o r  S u b je c t B r e v e a l  a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  

seq u en ce . Ih e re a s  from  te n  c a r d s , 75% o f  h is  n eed s , 90% o f h is  p r e s s ,  

and a  t o t a l  o f 83% o f a l l  v a r ia b le s  were m easured , an  e le v e n th  

s to r y  p ro v id e d  s u f f i c i e n t  new d a ta  to  make th e se  p e rc e n ta g e s  

re a d  88% o f  n e e d s , 90% o f  p r e s s ,  and 89% o f a l l  v a r ia b le s  r e ­

c o rd e d . In  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  th e  tw e l f th  s to r y  d id  not 

r e v e a l  a d d i t io n a l  d a ta .  A  t h i r d  ty p e  o f  change w hich o ccu rred  

i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by S u b je c t C fo r  whom each a d d i t io n a l  s to r y  

p ro v id e d  new m a te r ia l .  Thus, on t e n  c a r d s ,  75% of h is  n e e d s ,

86% of his press, and 80% of all variables were selected. With 

the eleventh card,88% of subject C*s needs were sampled, raising
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th e  t o t a l  p e rc e n t o f  -v a ria b le s  to  86%, This t r e n d  co n tin u e d  

w ith  th e  tw e l f th  p ic tu r e  so t h a t  tw e lv e  ca rd s  re v e a le d  100% 

o f  h i s  n e e d s , 86$ o f h i s  p r e s s ,  and 93$ o f  a l l  v a r i a b l e s .

In  Table 6 th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  of v a r ia b le s  sam pled by th e  th r e e  

a b b re v ia te d  s e r i e s  o f  p ic tu r e s  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n  a re  

shown.

TABLE 6 . -  HUMBER OP TOTAL VARIABLES SAMPLED 

BY ABBREVIATED SERIES OP CARDS FOR 

BITIRE POFULATIOI (EXPRESSED I I  %)

HEEDS PRESS BOTH

Ten Cards 78 .7 79.1 78 .9

E leven  Cards 82 .2 80 .9 81 .6

Twelve Cards 84 84.2 84

In  th e  o r ig in a l  c l i n i c a l  s c o r in g s  w e ig h ts  w ere a s s ig n e d  to  

th e  v a r ia b le s  in  acco rdance  w ith  t h e i r  f re q u e n c ie s  s in c e  r e p e t i ­

t i o n  was ta k e n  as th e  m easure o f  r e l a t i v e  im p o rtan ce . I t  i s  

th e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a ry  to  know how much o f th e  t o t a l  w e ig h t c o n ta in e d  

in  any one p ro to c o l i s  r e f l e c t e d  by  th e  abbreviated t e n ,  e le v e n , 

and tw elv e  c a rd  s e r i e s .  Table 7 in d ic a te s  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f
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TABLE 7. - PERCENT OF TOTAL 'WEIGHTED VALUES

SAMPLED BY SHORTENED SERIES

SUBJECT
Need

TEN CARDS 
P re ss Both Need

ELEVEN
P re s s

CARDS
Both

TWELVE CARDS 
Need P re s s  Both

A 92 93 92 92 93 92 92 93 92
B 85 95 90 95 95 95 95 95 95
C 91 94 92 95 94 94 100 94 97
D 86 76 80 86 76 80 86 90 88
E 78 91 83 78 91 83 78 91 83
F 94 93 94 94 93 94 94 93 94
G 80 89 84 85 100 92 85 100 92
H - 94 90 93 94 90, 93 94 90 93
1 74 100 83 79 100 87 82 100 88
J 93 44 81 93 78 89 93 89 92
K 92 88 90 92 88 90 92 100 95
L 96 77 88 96 82 90 96 82 90
M 93 80 88 93 80 88 93 80 88
N 90 95 92 90 95 92 90 95 92
0 92 96 94 97 96 96 97 96 96
P 84 74 81 87 74 83 90 74 85
Q 98 96 97 98 96 97 98 96 97
R 94 82 90 95 96 96 95 96 96
S 89 96 92 92 96 94 92 96 94
T 94 76 85 96 76 87 96 76 87
U 87 71 80 87 71 89 87 88 88
V 91 94 92 91 94 92 95 94 95
w 88 84 87 88 84 87 92 84 89
X 92 94 92 92 94 92 92 100 94
Y 75 88 80 89 88 89 89 88 89
z 94 90 93 94 90 93 94 90 93

AA 86 85 86 86 85 86 93 85 90
BB 85 82 84 85 82 84 90 82 88
CC 91 64 84 94 64 86 94 82 91
DD 86 95 89 94 95 95 94 95 95
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t o t a l  w e ig h ts  o f  n e e d s , p r e s s ,  and needs + p re s s  w h ich  a re  

sam pled by th e  th re e  s h o rte n e d  groups o f ca rd s  f o r  each  s u b je c t .

To o b ta in  th e s e  f ig u re s  th e  w eig h t o f  th e  needs shown by each  

s u b je c t  on te n  c a rd s ,  e lev en  c a rd s ,  and  twelve ca rd s  was d iv id e d  

by th e  t o t a l  need w e ig h t to  o b ta in  a  p e rc e n ta g e . S im ila r  c a lc u ­

l a t io n s  were made to  d e term in e  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  of th e  t o t a l  w e ig h ts  

o f  p re s s  as w e ll  as th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  t o t a l  combined n eed - 

p re s s  w e ig h ts  e l i c i t e d  from  e le v e n  and tw elve  c a rd  s e r i e s .  As 

was seen  in  Table 5 , fo u r  p o s s ib le  c o n d i t io n s  may occur w ith  

th e  a d d i t io n  o f  th e  e le v e n th  and th e n  tw e l f th  p i c t u r e s .  In  

same ca se s  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  a re  n o t enhanced  by th e  a d d i t io n a l  

c a r d s .  In  some ca ses  th e  e le v e n th  c a rd  p ro v id e s  s u f f i c i e n t  

m a te r ia l  to  r a i s e  th e p e ro e n ta g e  l e v e l ,  b u t t h i s  rem ains con­

s t a n t  w ith  th e  tw e l f th  p i c t u r e .  In  c e r t a i n  o th e r  c a s e s  th e  

p e rc e n ta g e s  a re  seen  t o  r i s e  from  te n  to  e le v e n  o a rd s ,  and 

a g a in  from an e le v e n  to  a  tw elve  c a rd  s e r i e s .  A f o u r th  ty p e  

of case  i s  seen  w hereby th e  f i r s t  a d d i t io n a l  c a rd  (e le v e n )  does 

n o t p ro v id e  f u r th e r  d a ta ,  b u t th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t o t a l  w e ig h t i s  

in c re a s e d  w ith  th e  tw e l f th  sup p lem en t. Table 8 r e f l e c t s  th e  

p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  t o t a l  w e ig h t g le an ed  from th e  th r e e  a b b re v ia te d  

s e r i e s  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n .
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TABLE 8 .  -  PERCENTAGE OP WEIGHTED VALUES SAMPLED 

BY ABBREVIATED SERIES OF CARDS (TOTAL 

POPULATION)

HEEDS PRESS BOTH

Ten Cards 89 8 6 .9 88 .3

E leven  Cards 91.3 8 8 .7 90 .4

Twelve Cards 92 .3 91 91.8

T ab les 6 and 8 show t h a t  f o r  th e  group th e re  i s  a  d i s ­

c e rn ib le  r i s e  in  b o th  th e  number o f  v a r ia b le s  sam pled and th e  

p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t o t a l  w e ig h t to  b e  g a in e d  when th e  e le v e n th  p i c ­

tu r e  i s  added , and a g a in  when th e  tw e l f th  i s  in c lu d e d  in  an 

a b b re v ia te d  s e r i e s  o f  c a r d s .  When in d iv id u a l  s u b je c ts  a re  c o n s id ­

e re d  (T ab les 5 and 7 ) ,  45% o f  th e  ca se s  g a in  by an e le v e n th  p i c ­

t u r e ,  and 43% o f  th e  c a se s  g a in  when a  tw e l f th  s to r y  i s  e l i o i t e d .

To more th o ro u g h ly  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e s e  sh o r te n e d  

b a t t e r i e s ,  a tte n tio n  is  d i r e c te d  a t  t h a t  m a te r ia l  w hich  is  n o t 

sam pled . Table 9 i s  a  g ra p h ic  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a l l  v a r ia b le s  

•which a re  no t o b ta in e d  from  t e n ,  e le v e n , and tw e lv e  c a r d s .  The 

f ig u r e s  w ith in  th e  body of th e  t a b l e  in d ic a te  how many v a r ia b le s
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TABUS 9. - HUMBER OF WEIGHTED VARIABLES NOT

SAMPLED IN SHORTENED SERIES

SUBJECT TEN CARDS ELEVEN CARDS TWELVE CARDS
Need P re ss Need P re s s Need P re s s

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 <

A 2 1 2 1 2 1
B 1 1 1 1 mm 1 1 - 1
C 2 1 1 1 mm 1
D 1 1 3 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 MM

E 4 1 4 1 4 1
F 1 1 1 1 1 1
G 4 1 3 m 3 m

H 2 1 2 1 2 1
I 3 3 3 2 2 2
J 2 2 1 1 Z - 1 1 -

K 1 1 1 1 1 -

L 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 M i 1
M 2 3 2 3 2 3.
N 3 1 1 3 1 1 3 1 1
0 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 mm 1
P 3 1 1 1 j 3 tm 1 1 2 - 1 1
Q 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 1
R 3 1 1 | 2 1 1 2 1
S 2 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1
T 2 3 2 I 1 3 2 1 3 2
U 3 1 1 3 1 1 3 1 -

V 2 1 1 2 1 1 1
w 3 1 1 1 3 1 1 2 1 1
X 3 1 3 1 3 -

Y 4 1 1 3 mm 1 3 - 1
z 2 1 1 1 2 1

M 2 1 1 ' 2 1 1 2 1
BB 4 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 4 - 1 1
CC 3 4 1: 2 4 2 2
DD 1 1 1 i 1 m 1 1 - 1

_ _ _  - - - - _ I . -i---  - --- -

TOTAL 66 13 2 34 10 4 I  58 9 0 33 9 3 1 53 7 0 28 7 2 1
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o f th e  w e ig h ts  s p e c if ie d  a t  th e  heads o f  th e  columns f a i l e d  to  

a p p e a r . Ms an  exam ple, from th e  f i r s t  te n  ca rd s  o f  S u b je c t B’ s 

p r e f e r e n c e s ,  one need  w eigh t 1 , one need w eigh t 2 , and one 

p r e s s  w eig h t 1 were n o t r e f l e c t e d .  W ith th e  in c lu s io n  o f 

th e  c a rd  ranked  e lev en th , by t h i s  s u b je c t ,  th e  need  w eig h t 2 

was sa m p le d ,le a v in g  o n ly  one need w eig h t 1 and one p r e s s  w eig h t

1 n o t acco u n ted  f o r  by  th e se  e le v e n  s t o r i e s .  In  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

c a s e ,  th e  a d d i t io n  o f  th e  tw e l f th  p ic tu r e  w rought no change as 

f a r  as new v a r ia b le s  a re  co n ce rn ed . The t o t a l s  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  

p o p u la tio n  appear a t  th e  bo ttom  o f Table 9 . In  th e  e n t i r e  

group 100 v a r ia b le s  (66 needs and 34 p r e s s )  d id  n o t ap p ea r when 

on ly  t e n  c a rd s  were a d m in is te re d  to  each  s u b je c t .  T w en ty -th ree  

v a r ia b le s  (13 needs and 10 p r e s s )  h av ing  a w e ig h ted  v a lu e  o f  2 

w ere o m itte d . S ix v a r ia b le s  (2 needs and 4 p r e s s )  w eig h ted  3 

and o n ly  one v a r ia b le  (a  p r e s s )  w eig h t 4 were n o t o b ta in e d .

These o m issio n s d e c re a se  p ro g re s s iv e ly  when th e  e le v e n th  and 

tw e l f th  s t o r i e s  a re  e v a lu a te d  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  tw e lv e  c a rd  

s e r i e s  s l i g h t s  e ig h ty -o n e  v a r ia b le s  hav ing  a  w eigh t o f 1

(53 needs and 28 p r e s s )  b u t lo s e s  o n ly  14 v a r ia b le s  o f  w e ig h t

2 (7 needs and 7 p r e s s ) ,  on ly  two v a r ia b le s  w e ig h ted  3 (2 p r e s s ) ,  

and th e  one p re s s  w e ig h ted  4 .  Combined, th e s e  f ig u r e s  d em onstra te
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t h a t  t e n  o a rd  b a t t e r i e s ,  drawn from  th e  f i r s t  te n  p re fe re n c e s  

s e le c te d  by  s u b je c t s ,  r e v e a l  79% o f  th e  t o t a l  v a r ia b le s  an d , o f 

th e  21% n o t  sam pled , 78% a re  composed o f  v a r ia b le s  h av ing  on ly  a 

w eigh t o f  1 . Thus, o f  th e  t o t a l  m a te r ia l  t o  be d e r iv e d ,  on ly  

4,7% o f  th o s e  v a r ia b le s  w hich a re  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a s  shown by t h e i r  

appearance a t  l e a s t  tw ic e  in  a p r o to c o l ,  do n o t appear on a  t e n  

c a rd  s e r i e s .  E leven  c a rd  Them atic A p p ercep tio n  T es ts  b ased  upon 

s u b je c t s '  p re fe re n c e s  produce 82% o f th e  t o t a l  o b ta in a b le  v a r ia b le s  

and f a i l  to  uncover o n ly  3.5% o f th o s e  v a r ia b le s  c o n s id e re d  to  be 

o f  i n t e r p r e t i v e  v a lu e .  A b b rev ia ted  s e r i e s  composed o f tw elve 

c a rd s  d is c lo s e  84% of a l l  sc o re d  v a r i a b l e s .  In  t h i s  l a t t e r  

s e r i e s  th e  p e rce n tag e  o f  m ean in fu l f a c to r s  w hich a re  l o s t  i s  

red u ced  to  2.7%.
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Chapter VI 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The d a ta  is s u in g  from th e  d e sc r ib e d  experim en t p ro v id e s  

m a te r ia l  p e r t i n e n t  t o  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a s h o r t  form  Them atic 

A pp ercep tio n  T e s t .  That modern c l i n i c a l  p r a c t ic e  r e q u i r e s  th e  

economy of a  sh o r te n e d  t e s t  i s  an a c c e p te d  te n e t .  The d e r iv a t io n  

o f an  a d e q u a te ly  p ro d u c tiv e  a b b re v ia t io n  has been  c o n s id e re d  by 

many c l i n i c i a n s  who u t i l i z e  t h i s  in s tru m e n t .  A rev iew  o f  th e  work 

done i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  how ever, d is c lo s e s  w id e ly  d iv e rg e n t and 

i n t u i t i v e l y  f o s te r e d  o p in io n s  co n ce rn in g  c a rd  s e l e c t i o n s .  R esearch  

i s  p e c u l ia r ly  la c k in g  when th e  m agnitude and im p lic a tio n s  o f  t h i s  

p r a c t i c a l  problem  a re  d e l ib e r a te d .

I t  has b een  th e  o b je c t iv e  o f t h i s  s tu d y  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  

f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  p e rm it t in g  each  subm ect t o  in d iv id u a l ly  s e le e t  th e  

c a rd s  w ith  which he i s  to  be t e s t e d  r a t h e r  th a n  to  c o n fro n t a l l  

s u b je c ts  w ith  a  s e r i e s  t h a t  i s  e i t h e r  r i g i d  and p re d e te rm in e d  o r  

f l e x i b l e  b u t e m p ir ic a l ly  b a s e d . I t  was h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t  eac h  

s u b je o t  w ould be a b le  to  r e v e a l  an adequa te  amount o f  th e  t o t a l  

m a te r ia l  t o  be  d e r iv e d  from  a com plete TAT i f  p e rm it te d ,  c o n sc io u s ly  

o r u n c o n sc io u s ly , t o  s e le c t  w ith o u t r e s t r a i n t  th o se  p ic tu r e s  w hich 

he cou ld  u se  m ost eco n o m ica lly  a s  s t im u l i  f o r  h is  p h an ta sy  p ro d u c t io n s .
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To accom plish  t h i s  en d , rank  o rd e r  p re fe re n c e s  f o r  th e  f u l l  

s e r i e s  o f  p ic tu r e s  w ere o b ta in e d  from  th e  su b je o t p o p u te io n  p re ­

l im in a ry  to  s ta n d a rd  a d m in is t r a t io n .  A ll  s t o r i e s  were th e n  c l i n i c a l l y  

e v a lu a te d  a c c o rd in g  to  t h i r ty - s e v e n  psychogenic needs and p r e s s .  

Through a  system  o f w e ig h tin g s  a l l  s t o r i e s  w ith in  each  p ro to c o l  were 

ranked  acc o rd in g  to  c l i n i c a l  im p o rtan ce . The degree  of r e l a t io n s h ip  

betw een  th e  two ra n k  o rd e rs  was t e s t e d  by a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  d i r e c t  

p r o b a b i l i t y  s t a t i s t i c *  The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f c l i n i c a l  r a t i n g s  was 

in s p e c te d  w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f n ine  a u x i l i a r y  r a t e r s ,  e ach  o f  whom 

in d e p en d en tly  exam ined and r e r a t e d  s e v e ra l  p ro to c o ls*

I t  was th e  i n i t i a l  f in d in g  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  th a t  th e  p re fe re n c e s  

e x p re sse d  by  th e  s tu d ie d  s u b je c ts  showed g re a t  in d iv id u a l  d if f e re n c e s *  

The minimum d is p e r s io n  o f  ran k s  f o r  any p ic tu r e  was f o u r te e n .  Five 

o f  th e  n in e te e n  c a rd s  were ran k ed  on a l l  p o s s ib le  p o in ts  o f  th e  

s c a l e .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f ran k s  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  TAT p ic tu r e s  on 

th e  b a s is  o f c l i n i c a l  e v a lu a t io n  produced a  freq u en cy  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

s im i la r  to  t h a t  stemming from th e  p re fe re n c e s  g iv e n  th e  c a rd s  by 

th e  s u b je c ts *  This f in d in g  may be ta k e n  t o  in d ic a te  t h a t ,  f o r  th e  

g ro u p , th e re  i s  a  marked s i m i l a r i t y  e x i s t in g  be tw een  th e  ran k s  

a s s ig n e d  acc o rd in g  to  b o th  su b je c ts*  p re fe re n c e s  and c l i n i c a l  

v a lu e s .

The optimum number o f  TAT c a rd s  fo r  p r a c t i c a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  

has g e n e ra l ly  been  p r e s c r ib e d  a t  t e n  to  tw e lv e . T h e re fo re , th e  t e n ,
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e le v e n , and tw elve c a rd s  judged c l i n i c a l l y  most im p o rtan t f o r  each  

s u b je c t  were c o r r e l a te d  w ith  th e  t e n ,  e le v e n , and tw elve  c a rd s  

w hich th e  s u b je c t  s a id  he ’’l i k e d ” b e s t  so t h a t  th e  deg ree  o f  r e l a ­

t i o n s h ip  betw een th e  groups m ight be e s ta b l i s h e d  fo r  each  s u b je c t .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  th e se  com pu ta tions  showed th a t  f o r  a  t e n  c a rd  s e r i e s  

53$ o f  th e  c a se s  w i th in  th e  p o p u la tio n  showed a  s ig n i f i c a n t  o r  

v e ry  s ig n i f i c a n t  deg ree  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  For a n  e le v e n  c a rd  s e r i e s  

66$ o f  th e  ca se s  were s ig n i f i c a n t  and v e ry  s i g n i f i c a n t .  W ith th e  

in c lu s io n  o f an a d d i t io n a l  c a rd  some 83$ o f th e  ca se s  met th e  

o r i t e r i o n  f o r  s ig n if ic a n c e  .when th e  f i r s t  tw elve  c a rd s  s e le c te d  

by s u b je c t s  w ere compared w ith  th e  tw elve  m ost c l i n i c a l l y  v a lu e d  

c a r d s .  I t  was f u r th e r  seen  t h a t  th o s e  c a se s  w hich d id  n o t show 

s ig n i f ic a n c e  f o r  tw e lv e  c a rd s  more c lo s e ly  approached  th e  

s ig n i f i c a n t  l e v e l  th a n  d id  th o se  eases  f a l l i n g  below when only  

t e n  o r e le v e n  c a rd s  w ere u s e d . The r e l i a b i l i t y  s tu d y  o f c l i h b a l  

r a t i n g s  showed s u f f i c i e n t l y  h igh  i n t e r - r a t e r  c o r r e la t io n s  to  

w a rra n t acc ep tan c e  o f  th e  c l i n i c a l  ra n k  o rd e r s .

The a c tu a l  amount o f  d a ta  to  be had w ith  th e  use o f  an 

a b b re v ia te d  s e r ie s  was exam ined. W ith th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  t e n  

c a rd s  ( th e  f i r s t  te n  p re fe re n c e s  o f  a  s u b je c t )  th e  c l i n i c i a n  

m ight e x p e c t to  sample ap p ro x im a te ly  7 8 .7 $  o f  th e  needs p re s e n te d  

by a  f u l l  series of pictures and 79.1$ of a l l  th e  press. Combined, 

a  te n  c a rd  s e r ie s  m ight produce 7 8 .9 $  o f  a l l  p e r s o n a l i ty  v a r i a b l e s .
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A  t e s t  a d m in is t r a t io n  composed o f e le v e n  c a rd s  y ie ld s  81,6% o f  a l l  

v a r ia b le s  (82.2% o f th e  needs and 81.6% o f  th e  p r e s s ) .  Twelve 

c a rd s  g iv e n  to  a  s u b je c t  tap p ed  84$ o f  a l l  v a r i a b le s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  

84.2% o f  h is  needs and 84% o f  h i s  p r e s s .  I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  

c o n s id e r  w hat amount o f  th e  t o t a l  w e ig h ted  v a lu e  i s  sam pled by 

sh o r te n e d  s e r i e s  as  w e ll  as th e  number o f  v a r ia b le s  a b s t r a c te d .

Group r e s u l t s  in d ic a te  t h a t  a t e n  ca rd  b a t t e r  r e s u l t s  in  th e  i s o ­

l a t i o n  o f  88.3% o f  th e  t o t a l  w e ig h t o f  p r o to c o ls .  This p e rc e n ta g e  

i s  composed o f  89% o r  th e  t o t a l  w eig h t g iv e n  to  needs and  86.9% of 

th a t  w e ig h t g iv en  t o  p r e s s .  When an  e le v e n  ca rd  b a t t e r y  was emplyed 

90.4% o f  th e  t o t a l  w e ig h ted  v a lu e s  o f  a  f u l l  TAT i s  secu red *  Of 

t h i s ,  91.3% o f  need  w eig h t an d  88.7% o f p re s s  w eigh t become 

a v a i l a b l e .  W ith th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f tw elve  c a rd s ,  th e  91.8% o f 

th e  t o t a l  w eig h ted  v a lu e  w hich  i s  sam pled i s  composed o f  92.3% 

o f  th e  t o t a l  w eig h t a s s ig n e d  t o  needs and 91% o f  th e  w eig h t 

a s s ig n e d  to  p r e s s .

These r e s u l t s  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  t o t a l  

w e ig h t o f  a  p ro to c o l w hich i s  o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  an a b b re v ia te d  

t e s t  i s  h ig h e r th a n  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t o t a l  number o f  v a r ia b le s  

t h e r e in  re f le c te d , In q u iry  in to  t h i s  d if f e r e n c e  u ncovers  th e

f a c t  that those variables which fail to appear with a limited 

a d m in is tr a t io n  a re  p r im a r i ly  th o se  v a r ia b le s  whioh w ere sc o re d
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on ly  in  i s o l a t e d  in s ta n c e s  and henoe o f  l e s s e r  im portance t o  an  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  p e r s o n a l i ty .  The number o f  

v a r ia b le s  r e c e iv in g  a w eigh t h igh er than 1 w hich w ere o m itte d  

in  a te n  card s e r ie s  d im inished p r o g r e ss iv e ly  w ith  a d d i t io n a l  

sa rfis . Tlhereas te n  c a rd s  d id  n o t b r in g  o u t 4 .7 ^  o f  th o se  

v a r ia b le s  th o u g h t t o  have i n t e r p r e t i v e  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  w ith  e le v e n  

c a rd s  t h i s  lo s s  was red u ced  to  3 ,5% , and was s t i l l  f u r th e r  red u ced  

t o  2,7% when a  tw le fb h  c a rd  was in c lu d e d . This lo s s  ap p ea rs  

n e g l ig ib le  when i t  i s  n o te d  t h a t  th e  h ig h e s t  w eigh t n o t sampled 

was a  s in g le  p re s s  of w eigh t 4 in  a  s tu d y  where s ix  hundred  s t o r i e s  

w ere e v a lu a te d  and w here in d iv id u a l  v a r ia b le s  had a  w eigh t ran g e  

from  1 to  9 .

CONCLUSIONS

The d a ta  r e s u l t in g  from  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  len d s  i t s e l f  t o  th e  

fo llo w in g  c o n c lu s io n ss

1 . Through a  p ro c e ss  o p e ra t in g  w ith in  th e  s e le o t io n  

p ro c e d u re , s u b je c ts  a r e  ab le  to  e x p re ss  e a r l i e s t  

p re fe re n c e  fo r  th o se  ca rd s  whioh w i l l  be p ro ­

d u c tiv e  o f th e  g r e a t e s t  amount o f  m a n ife s t  

c l i n i c a l  m a te r i a l .
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2 .  The amount o f  " l i k i n g ” a s c r ib e d  to  any p ic tu r e  

i s  n o t  s o le ly  a  p ro d u c t o f  th e  g ra p h ic  c o n te n t 

o f  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  R a th e r , some in d iv id u a l iz e d  

f a c to r  seems o p e r a t iv e .  T h e re fo re , t h i s  study  

su p p o rts  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  a  sh o r te n e d  s e r i e s  o f  

TAT c a rd s  in d iv id u a l ly  " t a i lo r e d "  t o  eac h  

s u b je c t  and r e f u te s  th e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  fo rm u-
v

l a t in g  a  s ta n d a rd  s h o r t  b a t t e r y  fo r  a l l  s u b je c t s .

3* For p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e s , a  tw elve  c a rd  Them atic 

A ppercep tion  T es t made up o f  th e  f i r s t  tw elve  

ca rd s  f o r  w hich a  s u b je c t  e x p re s se s  p re fe re n c e  

w i l l  be p ro d u c tiv e  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  m a te r ia l  t o  

g ive  a  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  p ic tu r e  o f th e  im p o rtan t 

needs and p re s s  to  be m easured by a  com plete 

TAT. F u r th e r ,  t h i s  tw elv e  c a rd  s e r i e s  w i l l  

s c re e n  m a te r ia l  o f p r im a r i ly  le s s e r  i n t e r p r e t i v e  

im p o rt.

4 .  The m a te r ia l  d e r iv e d  from  a  tw e lv e  c a rd  b a t t e r y

j u s t i f i e s  th e  use o f th e  s e le c t io n  p ro c e d u re .

5, A shortened battery selected according to the 

recommended p ro ced u re  s a t i s f i e s  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  

o f  economy fo r  b o th  tim e  and e f f o r t  in  TAT 

a d m in is tr a t  io n ,
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U3FLICATIONS FOR ST®SEQUENT RESEARCH

C e r ta in  r e l a t e d  p rob lem s, no t d i r e c t l y  w ith in  th e  scope 

o f  t h i s  p re s e n t  r e s e a r c h ,  a re  su g g e s te d  a s  to p ic s  around  w hich 

f u r th e r  work m ight f r u i t f u l l y  b e  p la n n e d .

Because th e  b la n k  c a rd  (C ard XVI) was i l l  s u i t e d  t o  th e

s e l e c t io n  p roced u re  i t  was no t in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y .  This

was n o t in te n d e d  to  im ply  th a t  th e  b la n k  c a rd  is  o f  l i t t l e  c l i n i c a l

v a lu e .  On th e  c o n tra ry ,  c l i n i c i a n s  a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  in  t h e i r

t r i b u t e s  t o  th e  m e ri ts  o f  t h i s  in g en io u s  d e s ig n . Some TAT

w orkers  have gone to  th e  e x te n t  o f  d e c la r in g  t h a t  an  ad e q u a te  
to

s to r y  p ro d u c tio n /th e  b la n k  c a rd  u s u a l ly  c o n ta in s  w i th in  i t  a  

s ta te m e n t o f th e  s u b j e c t ’s b a s is  p e r s o n a l i ty  p rob lem . T h e o r e t ic a l ly ,  

i t  does seem lo g ic a l  t h a t  any c o n s id e r a t io n o f  t h i s  c a rd  must c lo s e ly  

r e f l e c t  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  s in c e  i t  must come d i r e c t l y  from  th e  

e x p e r i e n t i a l  g e s t a l t  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .  Even com plete r e j e c t i o n s  

o f  th e  c a rd  a re  p e r t i n e n t  in  su g g e s tin g  a la c k  o f  s p o n ta n e i ty  and 

freedom  in  th e  s u b j e c t ’s p h an ta sy  l i f e .  F u rth e r  c o n t r o l le d  

I n v e s t ig a t io n  a lo n g  th e s e  l i n e s  sh o u ld  be a  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  in  

d e te rm in in g  th e  d i s c r e t e  v a lu e  o f  th e  b la n k  c a rd — th e  ty p e s  and 

l e v e l s  o f  m a te r ia l  w hich may be a n t ic ip a te d  from  i t ,

A second avenue f o r  f u tu r e  re s e a rc h  im p lied  by  th e  

c u r r e n t  s tu d y  concerns i t s e l f  w ith  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  v a r i a b l e s .
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(needs and p r e s s )  w hich were a p p l ie d .  E xam ination  o f  in d iv id u a l  

p ro to c o ls  shows th a t  c e r t a i n  s u b je c ts  g iv e  s t o r i e s  r e p le te  w ith  

n eed s , c e r t a in  o th e rs  g ive s t o r i e s  r e p le te  w ith  p r e s s ,  and from 

s t i l l  o th e r s , th e  needs and p r e s s  t o  be d e r iv e d  seem b a la n c e d  in  

num ber. Even though  t h i s  o b s e rv a tio n  had  no b e a r in g  on th e  f in d in g s  

o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  i t  was p ro v o c a tiv e  of some s p e c u la t io n .  C ursory  

in s p e c t io n  su g g e s ts  th a t  th e  b a lan ce  o f needs and p re s s  has l i t t l e  

r e l a t io n s h ip  to  age, in t e l l i g e n c e ,  e d u c a tio n a l  ach iev em en t, or g r i s s  

ty p e  o f  d i s a b i l i t y .  This a u th o r  has th e  v ery  t e n t a t i v e  im p ressio n  

th a t  a p reponderance  of need m a te r ia l  in  a  TAT may be  r e l a t e d  to  

r e l a t i v e  em o tio n a l im m atu rity  and even  to  problem s o f dependency. 

I n v e s t ig a t io n  a long  th e s e  l in e s  seems w a rra n te d .

F in a l ly ,  th e  need  fo r  v a l id a t io n  s tu d ie s  o f  th e  Them atic 

A pp ercep tio n  T est i s  a g a in  s t r e s s e d .  A lthough th e  c u r r e n t  s tu d y  

n e i th e r  was n o t p u rp o r te d  to  be a  v a l i d i t y  s tu d y , th e  n e c e s s i ty  

f o r  s ta n d a r d iz a t io n  i s  re c o g n iz e d . Not u n t i l  th e  tim e when i t s  

v a l i d i t y  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e s ta b l i s h e d  w i l l  t h i s  c l i n i c a l  in s tru m e n t 

r e c e iv e  th e  re c o g n i t io n  and acc ep tan c e  w hich i t  d e s e rv e s .
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