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How Society is Racialized in America: A Content Analysis on Sherman Alexie’s 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
Introduction/Abstract 
For centuries, race has always been one of the most intriguing topics in English literature. Especially in America, where multiple people from different races gather for centuries, excellent works of literature such as James Baldwin’s If Beale Street Could Talk, Toni Morrison’s Sula, Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner are some of many other examples of different ways race is projected through writing. Similarly, with his semi-autobiography The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Sherman Alexie also creates his own picture of race through an American Indian’s perspective. However, what makes the novel stands out from the rest is its untraditional genre: young adult literature. With such a unique genre, the novel presents readers not only an in-depth description of racism between whites and American Indians but also the humorous and “teenage” way that is aimed for adolescent audiences, who are in the process of developing physically and emotionally through the educational process. With such a notion, this research examines and analyzes critically in detail how racism is portrayed within the contents of Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian and provides possible suggestions of how secondary English language arts teachers can efficiently teach the novel to adolescents with regards to race.

Theoretical/Empirical

Since race and the issue of racism have always been topics of interest, there have been different studies on multiple facets of race portrayed in various American literary works. Especially with massive publications of ethnic literature, race is explored through literary works that depict different racial experiences in America. Among those, Bella Adams’s “Identity-in-Difference: Re-Generating Debate about Intergenerational Relationships in Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club” and India Miles’s Creating Myself: Friendship as Black Women's Liberation in Toni Morrison's "Sula" and Alice Walker's "the Color Purple" are two excellent examples, as both analyses are on three well-known American novels about Asian Americans and African Americans which discuss about how Asian and black communities struggle with ways they are racialized in America. Specifically, for Adams, the concentration is on the racial experience described through the perspective of Amy Tan, an Asian-American writer whose works put a strong emphasis on “the third period of ‘heterogeneity and diaspora’” (92). By exploring one of Tan’s most well-known novels The Joy Luck Club and its theme of “intergenerational relationships” (80), Adams exposes the connection among Chinese-originated families in America, particularly the “Chinese mothers and [their] American-born daughters” (89) and how these two groups are connected and racialized in the American society. As for Miles’s analysis of Morrison’s Sula and Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, the racial aspect pays close attention on African American community and how the two texts share “black consciousness” and the friendship between black women “who encounter the systematized acts of racist behavior as they deal with those outside of the black community” (1-2). In short, in these two analyses, the issue of race is explored through two popularly oppressed races in America through different racial problems within their own communities.
However, unlike these studies, my research concentrates more entirely on the racism aspect through Sherman Alexie’s depiction of American Indians (a group of minorities whose originality is perhaps the most native to the land of America compare to other races) and its relationship with the white American community. With such a complicated relationship, the topic of race diverges into several matters that affect the American society through the humorous narration of Arnold, an Indian American teenager. In addition, different from Tan’s The Joy Luck Club, Morrison’s Sula and Walker’s The Color Purple, Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian provides a distinctive presentation of race and racism through the young adult literature genre, whose language and rhetorical techniques are targeted directly at adolescents. With such unique audiences, the genre allows the novel to include visualizations, a new addition to the common traditional texts, which I will also analyze in detail.  
I will proceed with my research with three main research questions:
· In Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, how is race and racism portrayed within American society?
· What thematic characteristics of race and racism are displayed throughout the novel?
· How is race and racism portrayed through the novel’s visual presentations?

Methods
In order to obtain the required data for my research, I collected a total of 47 quotes and 7 visualizations in the novel that I considered directly and indirectly related to race. After that, with preference to Johnny Saldana’s The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers, I created a spreadsheet with textual evidence and established my first set of codes – terms or phrases that summarized each quote and visualization through my overall understanding of the text. I then proceeded and came up with 8 other different theme-related codes regarding racism, racial identity, stereotypes, awareness, privilege, hopelessness and escape and, by exploring more about the general patterns in my first set of codes, narrowed down into two more general themes that are related to how race is projected in “internal” and “external” ways in the novel. From there, I was able to notice a linking pattern of psychological struggles resulted from “internal” details about race throughout the novel’s character development and plot. I also found out that the “external” details display a complex social construction based on race, specifically between whites and Indian Americans, and therefore, I decided to add in two other new codes in my chart, “psychological consequences” and “social construction,” concluding my coding process with four final codes that I believe address accurately the novel’s portrayal of race and racism: “internal,” “external,” psychological consequences” and “social construction.” With these codes, I moved on to my findings and analysis of how the topic of race is explored through the novel’s specific textual and visual contents. 
Below are the race-related quotes I have found in the novel, organized by codes that present general ideas or thematic patterns.
	Quotes 
	Details/Explanations
	Codes (Holistic)
	Code
	Code 2

	"...our white dentist believed that Indians only feel half as much pain as white people did, so he only gave us half the Novocain" (p. 2)
	Unfair treatment for Indians
	Inequality
	E*
	P

	"Almost all of the rich and famous brown people are artists (p. 6)
	Arnold's pride in the artistic skills of people of his own skin
	Awareness
	E
	P

	"I wish I were magical, but I am really just a poor-ass reservation kid living with his poor-ass family on the poor-ass Spokane Indian Reservation (p. 7)
	Arnold's hopelessness of his poverty and being an Indian who is stuck in the rez
	Hopelessness/Escape 
	E
	P

	"We Indians really should be better liars, considering how often we've been lied to (p. 10)
	Indians are lied to by white? Unfair treatment?
	Inequality
	E
	P

	“Adam and Eve covered their privates with fig leaves; the first Indians covered their privates with their tiny hands” (p. 11)
	Difference in race and religion
	Identity/Religion
	E
	P

	"The Spokane Tribe holds their annual powwow celebration over the Labor Day weekend... there would be singing, war dancing, gambling, storytelling, laughter..." (p. 17)
	Details of Indians' cultural celebration
	Identity/Religion
	E
	P

	Indians chicken dancers (p. 19)
	Details of Indians' cultural celebration
	Identity/Religion
	E
	SC

	"It was some kind of prison-work farm for our liberal, white, vegetarian do-gooders and conservative, white missionary saviors" (p. 31)
	Whites assumed to be in a more noble/justice side than other races
	Racism/Uniqueness
	E
	SC

	"...We beat them [the rowdy ones]. That's how we were taught to teach you. We were supposed to kill the Indian to save the child" (p. 35)
	Whites as heroes vs Indians as savages
	Stereotype
	E
	SC

	"'I [Mr. P] deserved to get smashed in the face for what I've done to Indians. Every white person on this rez should get smashed in the face. But, let me tell you this. All the Indians should get smashed in the face, too.'...all have given up..." (p. 42)
	Mr. P's view of how both whites and Indians give up from fighting against racism
	Struggle
	E
	SC

	"Reardan is the rich, white farm town...filled with farmers and rednecks and racist cops who stop every Indian that drives through...Dad got stopped three times for DWI: Driving While Indian" (p. 46)
	Whites are privileged vs Police's unfairness to Indians
	Inequality/Police 
	E
	SC

	"'Just remember this,' my father said. 'Those white people aren't better than you.' But he was wrong. And he knew he was wrong. He was the loser Indian father of a loser Indian son living in a world built for winners" (p. 55)
	Arnold's hopelessness in his race; racism as a problem from generations to generations
	Hopelessness/Inequality
	E
	SC

	"Then the white kids began arriving for school. They surrounded me. Those kids weren't just white. They were translucent...What was I doing at Reardan, whose mascot was an Indian, thereby the only other Indian in town?" (p. 56)
	Arnold's isolation as the only Indian in Reardan
	Inequality/Isolation
	E
	SC

	"Indians don't deserve shit" (p. 56)
	Racism, looking down on Indians
	Hopelessness
	E
	SC

	White vs Indian drawing (p. 57)
	Contrasting portraits of whites and Indians, poverty is reflected the most
	Identity/Privilege
	E
	SC

	Indian's "nicknames" drawing (p. 63)
	Each name represents an assumption/stereotype made for Indians
	Stereotype
	E
	SC

	"'Did you know that Indians are living proof that niggers fuck buffalo?'... That was the most racist thing I'd ever heard in my life... I was defending Indians, black people, and buffalo. So I punched Roger in the face" (p. 64-65)
	Provoking statement that makes Arnold fight back against white with Indian rules - crossing the line?
	Racism/Awareness
	E
	SC

	Eugene's drawing (p. 71)
	Indian heroic figure to Arnold
	Identity
	E
	SC

	"Ever since Spokane Indian Reservation... We Spirits stay in one place. We are absolutely tribal" (p. 89)
	The closeness among Indian families
	Identity
	E
	SC

	"I mean sure, the Indians and Pilgrims were best friends during that first Thanksgiving, but a few years later, the Pilgrims were shooting Indians" (p. 101)
	White and Indian historical conflict
	Racial Conflict
	E
	SC

	"And white people everywhere have always believed that that government just gives money to Indians" (p. 119)
	White's misunderstanding about privilege
	Racial Conflict
	E
	SC

	"That's one more thing people don't know about Indians: we love to talk dirty" (p. 136)
	Indians and sex
	Identity
	E
	SC

	"I mean, yeah, Indians are screwed up, but we're really close to each other. We KNOW each other. Everybody knows everybody" (p. 153)
	Indians' closeness
	Identity
	E
	SC

	"Of course, ever since white people showed up and brought along their Christianity and their fears of eccentricity, Indians have gradually lost all of their tolerance" (p. 155)
	White and Indian's conflict in religion
	Racial Conflict
	E
	SC

	Billionaire Ted's drawing with descriptions (p. 162)
	White privilege
	Privilege
	E
	SC

	"We Indians have lost EVERYTHING. We lost our native land, we lost our languages, we lost our songs and dances. We lost each other. We only know how to lose and be lost" (p. 173)
	Indians' inferiority 
	Hopelessness/Racial Conflict
	E
	SC

	"And I was kind of suspicious that white people were really interested in seeing some Indians battle each other. I think it was sort of like watching dogfighting, you know?" (p. 184)
	Indians' degradation through white's perspective
	Racism/Degradation
	E
	SC

	"I'm fourteen years old and I've been to forty-two funerals. That's really the biggest difference between Indians and white people... About 90 percent of the deaths have been because of alcohol" (p. 199)
	Indians' struggles of death and alcohol
	Privilege/Death
	E
	SC

	"Reservations were meant to be prisons, you know? Indians were supposed to move onto reservations and die. We were supposed to disappear" (p. 216)
	Indians' 'fate'?
	Hopelessness/Racism
	E
	SC

	"And I started wearing glasses when I was three, so I ran around the rez looking like a three-year-old Indian grandpa" (p. 3) 
	Arnold's self-awareness of his own race
	Awareness
	I
	N/A

	Arnold's parents' pictures (p. 12)
	Indians are suppressed from their dreams because of their race
	Inequality
	I
	P

	"But we reservation Indians don't get to realize our dreams" (p. 13)
	No one listens to Indians' voice
	Inequality
	I
	P

	"It sucks to be poor, and it sucks to feel that you somehow deserve to be poor... And then you start believing that you're stupid and ugly because you're an Indian. And because you're an Indian you start believing that you're destined to be poor. It's an ugly circle and there's nothing you can do about it" (p. 13)
	Arnold's hopelessness expands to his whole race. At this moment, there is no solution for him and his rez's poverty issue. Unfortunately, the problem keeps on repeating through generations, including Arnold's family
	Hopelessness/"Circle"
	I
	P

	"Those romances always featured a love affair between a virginal white schoolteacher or preacher's wife and a half-breed Indian warrior (p. 38)
	Interracial love - some kind of fantasy for both whites and Indians. Interestingly, the Indian warrior is half-breed
	Stereotype/Interracial/Sexual
	I
	P

	"'Who has the most hope?' I asked...'White people,' my parents said at the same time" (p. 45)
	Implication of how Indians don't have hope
	Hopelessness
	I
	P

	"'You'll be the first one to ever leave the rez this way,' Mom said, 'The Indians around here are going to be angry with you.'" (p. 47)
	Arnold's escape is perceived as betrayal to his rez
	Escape
	I
	P

	"I don't know if hope is white" and the flying horse drawing (p. 51)
	White privilege
	Hopelessness/Privilege
	I
	P

	"Zitty and lonely, I woke up on the reservation as an Indian... And once I arrived at Reardan, I became something less than less than less than an Indian" (p. 83)
	Arnold thinks that he is losing his Indian identity in Reardan as he adapts to the white's environment
	Identity
	I
	P

	"This reservation had tried to sufocate her [Mary-runs-away], had kept her trapped in a basement, and now she was out roaming the huge grassy fields of Montana" (p. 91)
	Mary's desire of wanting to get out of the rez and find her own way of life
	Escape
	I
	P

	"I was an Indian kid from the reservation. I was lonely and sad and isolated and terified" (p. 94)
	Arnold's struggle being an Indian
	Identity 
	I
	P

	(Rowdy) "'I'm sick of Indian guys who treat white women like bowling trophies.'... 'White girls are privileged. They're damsels in distress' (p. 115-16)
	Indians' sexual desire for white females, a kind of distortion from racism
	Interracial/Escape
	I
	P

	"I was half Indian in one place and half white in the other. It was like being Indian was my job, but it was only a part-time job. And it didn't pay well at all" (p. 118)
	Arnold's dividing self as Indian and white (Apple)
	Identity 
	I
	P

	"... I realized that Roger and Penelope looked good together. They look natural. They looked like they should be a couple. And after they all found out I was a poor-ass Indian, I knew they would be a couple" (p.124)
	Arnold's thinking that whites being together is better than white-Indian
	Awareness
	I
	P

	"And Roger, being of kind heart and generous pocket, and a little bit racist, drove me home at night... If you let people into your life a little bit, they can be pretty damn amazing" (p. 129)
	Arnold's understanding of how two races can open up to each other
	Racial Conflict
	I
	P

	"'... but some Indians think you have to act white to make your life better. Some Indians think you become white if you try to make your life better, if you become successful'" (p. 131)
	The assumption that successful = white
	Awareness
	I
	P

	"They call me an apple because they think I'm red on the outsideand white on the inside" (p. 132)
	Arnold's identity conflict
	Identity
	I
	P

	Arnold's as an Indian warrior dribbling the ball drawing (p. 142)
	Arnold as a basketball player and an Indian
	Awareness
	I
	P

	"I've learned that white people, especially fathers, are good at hiding in plain sight... So, okay, I'm not all goofy-eyed love with white people... I'm realistic, okay?" (p. 153-54)
	Arnold's thoughts about white old males
	Awareness
	I
	P

	"Indians can be just as judgmental and hateful as any white person" (p. 155)
	Racism is a parallel feeling
	Racial Conflict
	I
	P

	"'I used to think the world was broken down by tribes,' I said. "By black and white. By Indian and white... The world is only broken into two tribes: The people who are assholes and the people who are not" (p. 176)
	Arnold's understanding of racism
	Racial Conflict
	I
	P

	"How often do you hear the words 'Indian' and 'college' in the same sentence?" (p. 180)
	Arnold's indication it's almost impossible for Indians to go to college
	Hopelessness
	I
	P

	"And no matter how good I was, I would always be an Indian. It wasn't racism, not exactly" (p. 181)
	Unchangeable fate of Indians?
	Hopelessness
	I
	P



*E: External
I: Internal
P: Psychological Consequences
SC: Social Construction
Summary of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is about Arnold Spirit (also Junior), a teenage American Indian who lives in the Spokane Indian Reservation in Wellpinit, Washington. Unable to endure his hydrocephalus, poverty and the educational restriction in his reservation, Arnold, with a final advice from Mr. P, his white teacher, transfers to an all-white school in Reardan. Because of this decision, Arnold has no choice but to face the rejection from not only the other American Indians in his reservation (including his best friend, Rowdy) for betraying the reservation but also his white schoolmates who is not familiar to him and therefore isolates him as a minority. Following Arnold’s journey to fit himself between these two communities, readers will explore various racial issues among American Indian and white people through how Arnold and those around him suffer externally and internally with their lives as a part of the American society.
With Arnold’s narrative perspective, it is clear to see the unequal discrimination in health, wealth, education and so on between the American Indian and the white communities. In addition, the visual element in the novel, Arnold’s personal drawings, broadens even more the racialized American society specifically through the eyes of a young adult representative, making the novel more relatable to young adults, the targeted audience of its genre. Establishing such an approachable footing with young adults, Arnold’s story in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian touches on racial inequality that results in psychological consequences and those caused by America’s social construction based on race and racism – an ongoing problem not only for adults but for young adults as well. 
Findings 
As mentioned in the Methods section, I found a general pattern in the novel’s depiction of race which can be summarized into how internal and external racial factors respectively influence race’s psychological consequences and social construction in America, specifically within the American Indian community. This pattern is displayed through the race-related quotes and visualizations in the novel that reflect the significance of the novel’s character development and its story plot. In other words, with his perspective of race, Alexie, through The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, seems to describe a multi-layered racial relationship between American Indians and white Americans. However, before getting more in-depth into further details, it is necessary to understand how the internal and external racial factors result in psychological consequences and racialized social construction in America. 
In the novel, there are two ways internal racial factors contribute to psychological consequences of race: through individual characters and through the larger racial groups. Each differs when it comes to psychological consequences of race, since while individual characters like Mary, Mr. P or Arnold consequently struggle internally with their unique identities, the larger group of Indian Americans psychologically also struggles internally with more social issues within the American society such as hope, privilege, education and so on. As a result, these struggles create a long-term development of racism and inevitably end up as racially psychological consequences that eventually reveal in the novel as the story unfolds. 
In The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, each character suffers internally with the race part in his or her identity. For instance, because “This reservation had tried to suffocate her, had kept her trapped in a basement" (91), Mary, Arnold’s older sister bears within her a series of negative feelings of being “an Indian kid from the reservation… lonely and sad and isolated and terrified” (94) and eventually chooses to run away from the reservation in order to escape the inevitable fate as an American Indian from “the rez.” Here, the internal part of Mary’s identity – her Indian American race, damages her inner self with psychological consequences of loneliness, sadness and isolation. Besides Mary, another example is Mr. P, who seems to be less expected as he is one of the white teachers in the reservation and is supposed to benefit from the white power. Yet, like Mary, because of his race, Mr. P has to endure mentally from his violent and racist “job” of being white, “...We beat them [rowdy American Indian students]. That's how we were taught to teach you [American Indians]. We were supposed to kill the Indian to save the child” (35). In fact, the man himself reveals his moral dilemma and his guilt to Arnold while explained his reason for encouraging Arnold to escape from the reservation, “I [Mr. P] deserved to get smashed in the face for what I've done to Indians. Every white person on this rez should get smashed in the face…” (42). These consequential feelings are indeed the negative outcomes of Mr. P’s inner part of identity as a white man. However, among the characters, perhaps Arnold, the protagonist, is the person who suffers the most psychological consequences with his identity of “an apple because they [American Indians and white people] think I'm [Arnold is] red on the outside and white on the inside" (132); ironically, he somehow gets mixed in between both races and ends up forming his own dual racial identity. In Arnold’s case, the psychological consequences from this dual racial identity are even more complex than other characters’ consequences as he admits, “It was like being Indian was my job, but it was only a part-time job. And it didn't pay well at all” (118). In other words, with his interracial identity, Arnold has to deal with the rejection of both Indian Americans and whites and ends up feeling depressed with both races, “I used to think the world was broken down by tribes.... By Indian and white... The world is only broken into two tribes: The people who are assholes and the people who are not” (176). Arnold’s racial conflict, like Mary’s and Mr. P’s, once again shows how internal factors in people’s racial identity can lead to devastating psychological consequences.  
Unfortunately, psychological consequences often don’t occur to only individual characters but also to larger racial groups as well; in the novel specifically, the group here is no other than the Spokane American Indians in Arnold’s reservation and white people. Throughout the whole novel, American Indians constantly suffer racism because of their race, an inseparable part of their identity. There are several moments that show American Indians’ psychological consequences from having no dreams and hopes in their society that prove to be extreme to the point the acceptance of racial inequality is part of their thought system unconsciously, “But we reservation Indians don't get to realize our dreams” (13), “'Who has the most hope?' I asked...'White people,' my parents said at the same time” (45). In addition, they also gradually lose their confidence in gaining success and associate being successful as something that only belongs to white people, “...Some Indians think you become white if you try to make your life better, if you become successful” (131). The white community, despite having less notable examples in the novel, also has brief moments of possible psychological consequences: Mr. P and his feelings can arguably be considered a representative of how white Americans suffer internally, since after all, many of them, as Arnold comments, are good in nature, “...If you let people [including whites] into your life a little bit, they can be pretty damn amazing” (129). These examples are indeed how the racial inner part is influential to psychological consequences of larger groups like American Indians and, perhaps, the white community. It is also interesting to see how multiple racially internal struggles of unique individuals can accumulate to a significantly larger-scale version of heavily racial inequality among different American racial communities.
[image: ]Similar to the textual examples, the visualizations, in this case Arnold’s drawings creatively illustrated by Ellen Forney (who, interestingly, is white), show the influence of internal factors of race to psychological consequences in an artistic way. Many of these drawings expose the hopelessness of Indian Americans: for instance, like what Arnold expresses through one of his childish sketches, only a white horse can fly high to the sky full of white clouds (Figure 1). With these visualizations, the psychological consequences connect more vividly with the racial identity which readers cannot miss, especially nowadays adolescents who were born in the most prominent era of multimodal literary works.Figure 1: Hope and the "white, white, white" horse (51)

Besides race’s internal factors, external ones likewise affect significantly to the social construction in the American society, especially in the area between American Indians and white Americans. In this novel, the external factors are portrayed through the racialized relationship between American Indians and white people and the locations these two communities live, Arnold’s reservation and Reardan. These factors are both influential to how the American society in the novel’s setting develops racially through various social aspects mentioned in the novel.
Through Alexie’s description, the novel depicts the racialized relationship between American Indians and white Americans in detail and reveals its great influence on the social construction in America. Notably, there is an example of how racial discrimination between both communities inside and outside of Anorld’s reservation affects several social services, such as in education (“...We [white teachers in reservations] beat them [rowdy American Indian students]. That's how we were taught to teach you [American Indians]. We were supposed to kill the Indian to save the child” [p. 35]), health care (“...our white dentist believed that Indians only feel half as much pain as white people did, so he only gave us half the Novocain” [2]) and the police’s law enforcement (“racist cops who stop every Indian that drives through...Dad got stopped three times for DWI: Driving While Indian” [46]). One can infer that the relationship between these two races is directly associated to racism, which explains the cause racial segregation among the two groups in the American society and makes racial discrimination their unconscious default. The long-term consequences of racism also contribute to the conspicuous financial gap between the two races, which is engraved deeply and systematically within the society to the point that American Indians themselves “start believing that you're [they’re] destined to be poor. It’s an ugly circle and there's nothing you can do about it” (13). The same also goes for both races’ education gap, “How often do you hear the words ‘Indian’ and ‘college’ in the same sentence?” (180). All of these instances of racism between American Indian and white communities in the novel are, in my interpretation, how the racialized relationship of the two races warps the American society they live in significantly.
Likewise, the uniqueness of two locations in the novel, Arnold’s reservation and Reardan, also reflects the American social construction racially. Details about each race such as economics, cultures, religions and so on are major contributors to the portrayal of the novel’s racial social construction. In term of economics, the difference between the reservation and Reardan is noticeable between how “Reservations were meant to be prisons, you know?” (216) and how “Reardan is the rich, white farm town…” (46). It is intriguing how poverty is more likely to be interpreted for the reservation, and since the reservation in this context are assigned only for American Indians and Reardan town for white Americans, the racialized social construction here shows how one place is less desirable than the other. The same thing goes for both cultures and religions: while the former is the stalemate between cultures based on the historical dispute (“the Indians and Pilgrims were best friends during that first Thanksgiving, but a few years later, the Pilgrims were shooting Indians” [101] that makes “Indians have lost EVERYTHING... native land… languages… songs and dances… each other... only know how to lose and be lost” [173]), the latter is a dilemmatic religious conflict (“...ever since white people showed up and brought along their Christianity and their fears of eccentricity, Indians have gradually lost all of their tolerance” [155]). Through these aspects of external locations, the reservation and the white town Reardan are considered to be heavily influential to the social construction of the American society, specifically in the novel’s setting. In addition, it is necessary to notify how race plays an extremely crucial role to this connection. 
[image: ]Since The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian also applies creative visualizations to address racial issues, there are several visual examples about race’s external factors’ effects on America’s social construction. Drawings such as Arnold’s parents’ “would have been” appearances (12), a white compared to an Indian student (Figure 2) or Billionaire Ted’s drawing (162) show, besides abstract terms like “a bright future” and “a vanishing past,” a strong emphasis on the racial distinction among Arnold’s detailed description of clothing brands and prices (how expensive brands like Tommy Hilfiger belong exclusively to whites and cheap ones like Kmart are mostly associated with Indians); it is interesting how Sherman Alexie uses these details to raise the serious poverty issue within the American Indian community, contrasting directly with the white community’s wealthier circumstances. Undoubtedly, drawings like these can be considered as Alexie’s implications to the reality of how racism has embedded in America’s social construction, and, once again, the racialized default is set between American Indians and white Americans’ society. Together with the textual details, the visualizations help reinforce the influence race’s external factors have on America social construction based on the novel’s context. Figure 2: A White versus Indian student (57)


Discussions
[bookmark: _GoBack]Like most ethnic literary works and others that address the issue of race in America, Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian raises ponderous questions about how minorities are racialized in America, especially Indian Americans. While the novel is written mainly for adolescents, its message about the issues of race and racism is quite complex through comprehensive problems that result in serious psychological consequences and unfairly racialized social construction in America. However, interestingly, by including a brief moment of Mr. P saying that “All the Indians should get smashed in the face, too.'...all have given up…” (42), Alexie, though still acknowledging that Indian Americans struggle being “losers… living in a world built for winners” (55), does not entirely victimize them and mentions that they themselves have succumb to racial inequality. This can be considered how Alexie, through his novel, views race and racism on both sides of the issue, making his work more realistic and relatable to readers, adding to how he uses Arnold’s narration to gain more relevance to the adolescent audiences. Overall, in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, with internal and external factors described through textual and visual details, the issue of race and racism is portrayed in an accurately real but also simple and youthful way for the majority of adolescent readers to perceive.

Implications 
With such a seemingly simple yet complicated novel like Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, educators, especially secondary English Language Arts teachers should strategically design suitable lessons that will effectively assist students in understanding the in-depth meaning regarding race in the novel. Fortunately, with Alexie’s humorous, innocent and fun writing style, the novel will be more enjoyable to students to engage to compared to other more traditional literary works. Therefore, the only goal left for teachers is to provide guidance to adolescent students to explore on their own how the American society is racialized and how that can possibly end up with multiple physical and mental consequences on people from different races. In order to reach this goal, besides different forms of discussions and creative student activities inside and outside of the classroom, it is necessary that teachers also “take an inquiry stance on teaching” (Stairs, Donnell and Dunn). In other words, there should be more teachers’ qualitative analyses of data collected from their own classroom teachings in order to gain more pedagogical approaches to not only this novel but also other similar teaching materials. I believe that this kind of teacher’s individual research, if shared and learned from in teachers’ professional conferences or within the teaching community, will result in great opportunities for potentials evolutionary breakthroughs in the English Language Arts education field.
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