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Copyright and digital collections: Why?

2017
Estell & Saunders 

survey:
95% self-ranked as 

having “strong familiarity 
with Digital Institutional 
Repositories . . . and 

copyright’s role in 
digitization.”

2018
Analysis of IDHH 
contributor rights 

statements:
32% included © status 

statement 



Research methodology
Inquiry:  Better understand SRS workflows and 
implementation

DPLA Member Hub Listserv

Thirty minute phone interviews 

Atlas.ti coded applying grounded research methodology

Recruitment

?



Qualitative interviews

● 21 Interviewees
● 19 institutions
● 14 questions

Institution Type Total

Academic Library 9

Consortium 3

Public Library 3

Non-Profit 2

Research Library 1

State Library 1



Interview Design
● Digitization decisions
● Rights metadata
● Challenges & solutions
● Copyright knowledge
● Risk assessment workflows
● Boilerplate statement useage



Do physical and digital objects have the same copyright status?



Access to a copyright professional

Type of Access Institution 
Total 
(out of 19)

No access to a copyright professional 11

Access to general council 4

Access to an attorney on limited term basis 2

Copyright librarian 2



What is “risk assessment”?

Whether the copyright 
owner would object to 
the digital distribution 
of their work without 

permission



Managing risk

Low risk collections

Takedown policies

Due diligence

1

2

3



Copyfraud

Getty Images has been accused of “tricking 
customers into buying fake copyright licenses 

for images in the public domain that can 
already be used freely.”

-Tiffany Hu, Law 360 re: CixxFive v. Getty Images



Using  S tandardized  
Rights  S ta tements



Research Questions
● What would you need to begin implementation?

● Is there anything preventing you from using standardized rights statements?

● What is the biggest copyright challenge you face when developing digital 
collections?

● What is the biggest copyright challenge you face when adding rights 
information to digital collections?



Barriers to implementation

Legacy issues

CMS/DAMS issues

Local buy-in

1

2

3



Structural and institutional challenges

Time

Staffing

Administrative buy-in

1

2

3



Where to  next?



Successful workflows

Accession paperwork

Access to © professionals

Risk assessment from the start

Tools and charts

1

2

3

4



Tool s













Chal lenges  and  
Poss ib le  Solut ions



Challenges and possible solutions

“Where do I even begin?”



Challenges and possible solutions

“I hope that [the use of 
RightsStatements.org] is a 

requirement because I don’t 
feel that I have the stature 
on campus to make that 

happen.” 



Some institutions implementing RS.org



Challenges and possible solutions

“We have our own internally 

developed blanket statement that 

we apply to nearly everything we 

put online unless it’s in the public 

domain...it always starts out by 

saying the copyright holder is 

unknown, which is not always 

true.”



Questions
Sara Benson

srbenson@illinois.edu
Hannah Stitzlein

stitzlhh@ucmail.uc.edu



Rights Statements Implementation Group
Molly Huber
mollyh@umn.edu
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