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One Minute Modernist: Great
Kitchens of Gincinnati

The kitchen has long been an important locus for Modernism and technology. Famous sisters
Catherine Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe (who lived in Cincinnati in the 1830s) in their 1869
book, The American Woman’s Home, saw the kitchen as a space neglected by male designers and
one which could introduce women to progressive planning and innovations such as ice-boxes and
stoves to ease their work and raise their status. Benita Otte, a woman designer at the Bauhaus,
created a 1923 model kitchen that aimed to emancipate women and which German designer
Margarete Schutte-Lihotzky used as inspiration for her famous Frankfurt Kitchen of 1926 that
reduced space and increased efficiency. Over 10,000 were built. WWII saw the American men
fighting abroad while women filler their jobs in factories and offices. At war’s end, when the men
returned, clever marketing of modern labor-saving devices such as electric ranges, refrigerators

and dishwashers aimed to get women to return to the kitchen and the domestic sphere so men
could have their jobs back.
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Cincinnati had at least two notable modern kitchens. The first resided in one of the earliest
Modernist houses in the city, the 1938 home of architect John Becker. His wife, Marion Rombauer .
. : Follow Modernnati
Becker, was more famous than him as she coauthored The Joy of Cooking, perhaps the best-
known cookbook of all time (1931, republished continuously from 1936-present.) Sadly, the
Beckers’ Modernist house was demolished and Marion’s kitchen lost. Cincinnati’'s famous kitchen
was still-extant Corbett House in Hyde Park. Architect John DeKoven Hill, a pupil of Frank Lloyd
Wright, designed the house for J. Ralph and Patricia Corbett, he the manufacturer of “Nutone”
electronic household appliances, and she, Cincinnati’'s great philanthropist and patron of music.

The house became House Beautiful magazine’s 1960 Pace Setter house of the year and its kitchen January 2021 (1)
was a nationally famous showcase of progressive design and technology. It includes an island, May 2019 (4)
intercom, telephone, radio, television, dish washers, ovens, mixers, blenders, mobile appliance April 2019 (1)

carts, and countless other automated devices. December 2018 (2)
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Corbett House, kitchen plan with electronic appliances called out. House Beautiful, February 1960

Corbett House kitchen. Photograph by Ezra Stoller ©Esto. House Beautiful, February 1960.

The Corbett kitchen is now itself mobile. Patricia Corbett died in 2008; the house sold and has been
remodeled. Chuck Lohre, a founder of cf3, Cincinnati’'s Modernist forum, dismantled and rescued
the kitchen. The Cincinnati Art Museum expressed interest in it but then declined; the kitchen
recently sold at auction to a movie set service for a rumored appearance on Mad Men, the retro
television series, but that failed to materialize. This famous Modernist kitchen is currently in storage
and in search of a home. Let’s hope it find one, preferably in Cincinnati.

Tags:

Corbett House

Related Posts See All

Building A2: The Underappreciated Spectacle of Crosiey
Tower

e

©

HOME CONTACT US STAY CONNECTED

ABOUT Join our mailing list Never miss an update
Email *

Email Address Subscribe Now
GALLERY Name *

Subject

Message *

BLOG

COMMUNITY



https://www.modernnati.com/
https://www.modernnati.com/
https://www.modernnati.com/about
https://www.modernnati.com/modernist-architects
https://www.modernnati.com/events
https://www.modernnati.com/preservation-cincinnati
https://www.modernnati.com/contact
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/corbett-house
https://www.modernnati.com/
https://www.modernnati.com/single-post/building-a2-the-underappreciated-spectacle-of-crosley-tower
https://www.modernnati.com/single-post/building-a2-the-underappreciated-spectacle-of-crosley-tower
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/abrom-dombar
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/benjamin-dombar
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/boswell-house
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/boulter-house
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/brutualism
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/carl-freund
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/cincinnati-modernism
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/cincinnati-public-library
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/concrete
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/corbett-house
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/crosley-tower
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/dombar
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/fl-wright-s-scandals
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/frank-lloyd-wright
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/john-dekoven-hill
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/modernism
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/organic
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/park-shelter
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/powel-crosley
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/procter-hall
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/terrace-plaza
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/tonkens-house
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/university-of-cincinnati
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/university-of-cincinnati-faculty-alumni-center
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/university-of-cincinnati-faculty-center
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/university-of-cincinnati-myers-alumni-center
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/usonian
https://www.modernnati.com/home/tags/woodie-garber
http://www.facebook.com/wix
http://www.twitter.com/wix
https://plus.google.com/117167403531518744294/posts
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2021/01
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2019/05
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2019/04
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2018/12
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2018/11
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2018/07
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2018/06
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2018/05
https://www.modernnati.com/home/archive/2018/04

