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In which activities do you participate in public spaces

China United States

F ACTORS AF F ECTING Y OUR ABILITY TO RE ACH P U BLIC SP ACES

Questionnaire 
Design:

(1) The scope of objectives for 
which elderly people will  visit 
public spaces;   
(2) The factors affecting elderly 
people's ability to reach public 
spaces; 
(3) The types of activities in 
which elderly people partici-
pate in public spaces; 
(4) The qualities that elderly 
people require in public spaces. 
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Research on the user behavior 
between China and USA elderly 
people in public space         

(1)Variation in the Behavioral
 Requirements of Chinese and 
American Elderly People;
(2)Variation in the Personality
 Characteristics of Elderly 
People in China and the United 
States;
(3)Variation in the Social and
 Cultural Backgrounds of 
Chinese and American Elderly
 People.

Abstract
The user experience difference between China and USA elderly 
people in using public space was discussed in this paper based 
on the questionnaire process. 1960 elderly people were selected 
from the four cities in Shanghai (China), Wuxi (China), New York 
City (USA), Cincinnati (USA) to complete the questionnaire, and 
the result shows the similarities and differences between the 
elderly people in China and USA. That is:  The using frequency 
of the public space for the former is much higher than the later; 
the main purpose of the former in public space is sports and 
fitness, and relaxation is the chief choice of the later; weather 
condition and easy communication are the key factors for 
former to participate in public space, while timing is that for 
the later; all  the elderly people in the two countries are favorite 
on the sports and fitness, but the party chatting is the feature 
of the former and the sightseeing is the feature of the later; the 
facility requirement is the most important attributes for the 
former to the public space, and the interaction design is the 
unique demands of the later, while the former had no interests 
on that demands .  In the end, the reason for all  the similarities 
and differences were analyzed in this paper, and the culture, 
the economics, as well as the politics factors were discussed in 
detail.

Conclusions
This study surveyed elderly people in China and the United States as a means of comparing and 
contrasting the behavioral modes of these people in public spaces, the activities in which they 
participate, and their individual preferences. Using qualitative and quantitative research methods, 
this paper explored the significance and cultural value of the behaviors of elderly people in public 
spaces. This study finds that the frequency of visits,  behavioral participation, and individual 
preferences of elderly Chinese people in public spaces vary significantly from those of elderly 
Americans. For example, elderly Chinese people utilize public spaces more frequently, engage in 
more group exercise activities, and because of their greater introversion and caution when 
compared to elderly Americans, their requirements with regard to functional infrastructure and 
safety in public spaces are clearly higher than those of elderly Americans.
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