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FOREWORD

The idea o f  a d is s e r ta t io n  o f  t h i s  type was f i r s t  

suggested to me by the la te  A llen  Brown West, p rofessor  

o f  ancient h is to ry  at the U n ivers ity  o f  C in c in n ati,  I t  

was through Dr# West that I became in te re s te d  in  the chron­

o logy  and in sc r ip t io n s  o f  the f i f t h  century B. C ., and with  

him I d iscu ssed , a t  one time or another, most o f  the prob­

lems treated  in  t h is  t h e s i s .  The f i r s t  part o f  the d is se r ­

ta t io n ,  indeed, was prepared for p u b lica tion  under h is  eye .  

The second h a lf ,  though not a c tu a lly  w r itten  before Dr* 

West’ s death, grew out o f  our work together and should  

th erefo re  be regarded as produced under h is  d ir e c t io n .  By 

debt to Mr. West, not only for the tra in in g  and experience  

gained during the preliminary s tages  o f  t h i s  d is s e r ta t io n ,  

but a lso  for the many advantages, academic and otherw ise ,  

th a t  I enjoyed through the p r iv i le g e  of h is  fr ie n d sh ip , i s  

beyond estim ation .

In the actual composition o f  part two I con stan tly  

rece ived  valuable help  and advice from my fr ien d s John L. 

Caskey and Cedric &. B ou lter , both o f  whom were generous 

enough to read my work e a r e fu l ly  and suggest many co rrec t­

ions and improvements. To A line Abaeeherli Boyce I am a lso  

g r a te fu l  for her con stru ctive  c r i t ic i s m s .

I t  happens that in  both parts o f  t h i s  study i t  i s
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w ith the views of professor  Benjamin D« M eritt th at  I 

d i f f e r  c h ie f ly .  Yet without h is  b r i l l i a n t  recon stru ction  

o f  the pertinent In sc r ip t io n s ,  and h is  consequent con­

v incing  a n a ly s is  o f  the Athenian calendar and the chron­

o lo g ic a l  problems o f  the la t t e r  h a lf  o f  the f i f t h  cen­

tu ry , such stud ies  as mine would scarce ly  be p o s s ib le .

I t  i s  with f u l l  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  my o b lig a t io n s  to M eritt ,  

th ere fo re , that I venture to combat h is  views concerning  

various d e t a i l s  o f  a general seheme with which I am in  

su b s ta n tia l  agreement.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Part Page

Foreword............................    11

L is t  o f  A bbreviations.................. . ...................................  v l

A tt ic  Months and T r ib es .................................................... v l i l

1 Kleon, N lk las , and the Trebling o f  the T ribute. 1

2 The Athenian Calendar In 422/1 B. C. and the

Last Campaign o f  Kleon............................................ .....  34

£ . The F ir s t  Cycle o f  M e io n . . . . ................   34

I I .  The Problem o f  422/1  B. C.....................   38

I I I .  The Evidence from Antlphon............................. 43

IV. Kleon’ s Last Campaign...........................    50

V. The Two F ir s t  S e c r e ta r ie s ............................... 65

VI. Aristophanes and the Calendar................   72

V II . The J u lia n  Dates for Arm istice and Peace 78

V III. Chronological T a b le s . ..............   79

B ibliography...........................................................................   84

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



KLEON AND THE ATHENIAN CALENDAR

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



L is t  ©f Abbreviations

A. P• D.

A. J .  A.

A • J .. P •

Ar.

Aeh. 

Lkkles. 

E q u lt . 

Hub.

Ran.

Vesp. 

Arehons 

*Apx. 'Ecp. 

Ath* A ss.  

Ath. Gal.

*Ae. n©x„ 
c .  p .

Cyr.

P. H. G.

X • (J •

M©natsb. t e r

-  Athenian F in a n c ia l Documents.

American Journal o f  Archaeology.

American journal o f  P h ilo lo g y .  

A ristophanes.

Acharndenses.

» E k k les lazou sa i•

-  E qu ites .

Nubes.

Ranae.

Vespae.

Arehons o f  Athens in  the H e l le n is t i c  Age.

'ApxatoXoytH^ *E<pT||j,epts

The Athenian Assessment o f  425 B. C.

The Athenian Calendar in  the F i f t h  Cen­

tu ry .

*A0^paf<»p O o X ire ta .

C la ss ic a l  P h ilo lo g y .

Cyropaidela (Xenophon)•

-  Fragments Hlstorieorum Graecorum*

-  In eer ip tlo n es  Q-raeeae.

B er lin  Ak. d . W. -  Monatsberichte der 

Konigllehen Preussisehen Akademl© der 

W lssenechaften zu B e r l in .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



v l i .

P. -  Prytany.

P lu t . -  P lutarch .

Rev. 1st. d r. -  Revue des EtMea G-reeques.

S ltzungsb . d. Ak. der Wise, zu B erlin  -  S ltzungsbe-

r le h te  der K eniglieh  P reussisehen  Aka- 

demie der W lssenschaften, Philosophiscfa- 

h le te r ise h e n  C lasse ,

Thuc. Thue ydides.

Xen. -  Xenophon.

F©r further b ib lleg ra p h le  Inform atlen see the b ib ll© -  

graphy, pp. 84-88.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



A tt ic  months

Hekatombaion
Metageltnlon
Boedromlon
Pyaraepslon
Malmakterlon
Posideion
Q-amellon
Anthesterlon
Ilaphebollon
lo im leh ion
Thargelion
Skirophorion

A tt ic  t r ib e s  ( in  o f f i c i a l  order)

Ereehtheis
A lgo ls
Pandlonis
Leontis
Akamantis
Olnels
Kekropis
Hlppothontls
A la n tls
AntiocJtils

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



PART ONE

1
Kleon, N lk las, and the Trebling o f  the Tribute

The A tt ic  year 425/4 B .C ., in  which Athenian hopes 

were ra ised  to great h eigh ts  by the naval success at Py­

l o s ,  and Spartan morale touched i t s  low est p o in t , has a l ­

ways been o f  p articu lar  in te r e s t  to students of Greek h i s ­

tory . For i t  was during these months that the power o f  

Kleon the demagogue, ever a fa sc in a t in g  f igu re  even to h is  

most scathing c r i t i c s ,  reached i t s  zen ith . Nowhere i s  h is  

p o l ic y  b e tter  exem plified  for us than in  the contemporary

document which provides for  the treb lin g  of the a l l i e d  
2

tr ib u te .  In seeking an explanation for  t h i s  tremendous 

increase  in the o b lig a t io n s  o f  the subject s ta te s ,  scholars  

have not been slow to grasp the s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  Kleon's  

whirlwind campaign at Pylos in  the la t e  summer o f  425 B.C.

1 . An abstract o f  th is  paper was read at the meeting o f  the 

American P h i lo lo g ic a l  A ssoc ia tion  at New York in  December, 

1935. I t  was la t e r  published in  f u l l  In the Transactions o f  

the American P h i lo lo g ic a l  A ssoc ia tion , LXVI (1935), 146-164, 

Since that time has appeared a rep ly , "Pylos and the A ssess­

ment o f  Tribute," by H.T.Wade-Gery and B.D. M eritt , in

A .J .P . , LVII (1936), 377-394.

2. P lu t .  A r is t id es  24. 3.
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A d eta iled  chronologica l study o f  the events o f  the 

f i r s t  few months o f  the A tt ic  year 425/4 B. C. i s  import­

an t, th e re fo re , for the l ig h t  i t  may shed on the su ccess­

ive  p o l i t i c a l  manoeuvres which resu lted  in  such ra d ied l  

changes in  the adm inistration of the Athenian empire.

Such stud ies  have, o f  course, been made, but renewed 

In te re st  in  the chronological com plex ities  o f  that summer 

has been aroused by the recent p u b lica tion  o f  M eritt and

W est's r e s to ra t io n  o f  the two assessment decrees and the
3

appended l i s t  o f  the c i t i e s  subjeet to tr ib ute*  As a re­

s u l t ,  both De S anctis  and Cavaignae have made subsequent 

contribution s towards a so lu t io n  o f  the puzzle presented by 

the dating o f  the decrees* In t h i s  paper, I sh a l l  attempt 

to show th a t ,  although certa in  o f  th e ir  conclusions cannot 

be recon ciled  with the evidence at our d is p o s a l ,  they have 

illum inated  the problem with concrete su ggestion s , which, 

with a new in terp re ta t io n  o f  a passage in  the second decree, 

lead to a happier so lu t io n  thafc has hereto fore  been advanced.

The great s t e l e  bearing the assessment of 425/4  B. C.
2

( I * (t» 1 . 63) Includes, prefixed  to the catalogue of the  

c i t i e s ,  two decrees* The f i r s t  provides for the complicated

3* B. D. M eritt and A. B. West, The Athenian Assessment o f  

425/4  b . C. (Ann Arbor, U n ivers ity  of Michigan P r e s s ,  1934). 

For the t e x t  of the decrees c f .  pp. 44-4?; for the t r e a t ­

ment o f  the problems d iscussed  in  th is  paper c f .  pp. 52-57.

I use th is  te x t  throughout for re ferences to the in s c r ip t io n .
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procedure preliminary to the assessm ent, which must ©ulain- 

ate  in  Bosideion  a f te r  rep resen ta tives  o f  each c i t y  had 

Journeyed to Athens in  Malmakterlon, the previous month, to

d iscu ss  the question o f  the t r ib u t e .  There i s  a lso  the  

s t ip u la t io n  that the measure s h a l l  be introduced in to  the 

assembly in  the prytany o f  . . . .  i s  (O inels or A lg e l s ) , two

days a f te r  the return o f  an ex p ed it io n . But the p r e f ix  of  
the decree, on the other hand, shows that the probouleuma

was r a t i f i e d  in  the prytany o f  . . . 7 . . .  (A ia n tis  or L e o n t is ) .

The second measure, prescrib ing  the r e l ig io u s  o b lig a t io n s
7o f  the a l l i e s ,  was passed in Ai g e i s .

To complete our data, we must r e c a l l  from the famous 

l o g la t a l  in sc r ip t io n  an item which i s  o f  paramount import­

ance to our problem. A payment was made to  Demosthenes in  

the fourth prytany o f  the year 425/4- B. C . ,  and although the 

prytany name i s  m issing , the spacing on the stone shows 

c le a r ly  that the tr ib e  in  o f f i c e  must have been O inels  or

4 .  Lines 18-19 xjpeixaTt £er nfip\ to  9 opo eu0bs apo uoM.erip.8

4

5

Lines 6-7 Aoutjpi 8'e avt inovxov i v  roj xotro i Aje âcrTiss tSs  

w o x j e o s  K o j p g r a i  n p e o ^ e s  t o  M a t | M . a K T £ p i 5 t j o s  i i e d o s .

5* Lines 33-35 experdyKlro 8e vctEra es frbw 5euov Re . . . A
a enavayxes enc

6 . Line 3.

7* Lines 54-58.
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A ig e i s . the only two names which s a t i s f y  the ep igraphlca l
8

demands*

The problem to be d iscussed  in these  pages Involves  

the dating of the documents w ith in  the year, the order and 

exact placement o f  the prytanies concerned, and consider­

a t io n  of the discrepancy between . . . . i s ,  the s t ip u la te d  

d a te , and . . . 7 . . * ,  the actual date of r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the 

f i r s t  d ecree . There remains then the further question , wheth­

er the expeditionary force o f  the in sc r ip t io n  can be iden­

t i f i e d ,

M eritt and West, without attempting to id e n t i fy  th is
9

exped ition , decide th at  i t s  tardy return caused postpone­

ment of action  by the demos from Oinels or A lge ls  to A1 an­

t i s  or L e o n t is , the fo llow ing prytany. By adopting t h i s  ex­
planation  they are forced , by chron olog ica l demands, to the

conclusion  that O in e ls , in which the probouleuma was drafted

8* For the most recent te x t  o f  t h i s  important document ( I .  G-.
2

1 . 324) c f .  M eritt , Athenian F in ancia l Documents o f  the  

F if th  Century (Ann Arbor, U n ivers ity  of Michigan P ress ,

1932), pp. 136-143. For Oinels or A lge ls  c f .  l in e s  18-19, Cf. 

a lso  M eritt , The Athenian Calendar in the F if th  Century (Cam­

bridge, Harvard U nivers ity  P r e ss ,  1928), pp* 26, 91*
9 .  They prove, however, that i t  was n ot, as was once thought, 

the expedition  of Demosthenes around the Peloponnese. Cf.

I ,  G. 1 . 324. IS; M eritt ,  Ath* Cal. ( s e e  note 8 above), p. 91.
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and should have been r a t i f i e d ,  held  the second prytany; 

that the unforeseen delay prevented the b i l l  from reaching  

the ek k le s la  u n t i l  the th ird  prytany, A1antis or L e o n tis ;

and that A lg e ls . In which the second decree was passed, held
2

the fourth  prytany ( c f .  I .  1 . 324, 18-19 and see note 8 

above).
10

De Sanctis  has o ffered  a new in te r p re ta t io n  o f  the

evidence. He id e n t i f i e s  the e lu s iv e  expedition  with Kleon's
11

f ly in g  tr ip  to Sphakteria and argues th at the discrepancy

in  the dating o f  the f i r s t  decree i s  due, not to a la t e  ar-
12

r iv a l  in  Athens, but to Kleon's unexpectedly early  return,

10. "La ragts <p6pov del 425 a. 0 . , "  H lv ls ta  dl F l lo lo g la  e 

d* XstruKlone c l a s s lo a . XIII (1935), pp. 52-60.

11. Thuc. 4. 28. 4  ( h X eoov)  eqprj. . . curbs 'nii.spSi? e l k o c h p

a^stu Aaxe6atM,oy tous £5)vras  ̂ auroS ajtoMTevetu "Gleon gave 

h is  word that w ith in  twenty days he would e ith e r  bring the 

Lacedaemonians a l iv e  or k i l l  them on the spot" (Jow ett).

12* Ib id . 39. 3 euros yap etxooiv “niiepSv ^yaye fous avSpas, 

Sowep V7tcaxr\ " . . . f o r  he did bring back the prisoners with­

in  twenty days as he had said" (Jow ett). Here we have an 

exact l im it  for Kleon*s absence from Athens (see  note 11 

above). I t  i s  to be noted that Thucydides does not record  

how many days Kleon had to spare when he s a i le d  triumph­

a n tly  in to  the P elra ieu s  with h is  ca p t iv es .  This i s  a nat­

u ra l omission, a f te r  a l l ,  when we consider the f e e l in g s  

which Thucydides obviously en terta ined  towards Kleon, whom
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which allowed the r a t i f i c a t io n  o f  the probouleuma to take p lace  

in  the prytany o f  i t s  d ra ft in g , in stead  o f  in  the succeed­

ing  prytany (Oinels or A lg e l s ) .  as o r ig in a l ly  scheduled. His 

reconstru ction  o f  events p ic tu res  the assessment decree rush­

ed through the assembly in  the f i r s t  prytany, A1antis Mr Le­

o n t i s . on a wave o f  enthusiasm created  by Kleon's aston ish ­

in g  but timely success and h is  consequent early  reappearance 

in  Athens before the end o f  the f i r s t  prytany* De S anctis  

then p laces  the second decree, passed in  A lg e ls . in  the 

fourth  prytany (see  p. 3 f .  above).

The most recent d iscu ss io n  of the question , as far  as
i'i

I know, i s  that by Gavaignae, who, without knowledge of De 

S a n c t i s 1 paper, adopts the order of prytan ies  proposed by De 

S a n ctis ,  though he numbers them d i f f e r e n t ly .  He argues further

he had no reason to admire or aggrandize. The h is to r ia n  does, 

however, g ive  a day-by-day account o f  events in  the region  

o f  Pylos a f te r  the a rr iv a l o f  Kleon, a study o f  which makes 

me f a i r ly  certa in  that the Athenian demagogue was a c tu a lly  on 

the spot for s ix  days. We can estim ate three days each way for  

the voyage between Athens and Pylos, fo r  Kleon had every mot­

iv e  fo r  unusual haste* This g iv e s  a t o ta l  o f  twelve days dur­

in g  which Athens waited and wondered.

13* "L1 Augmentation du Tribut des A l l i e s  d 1 Athenes en 425," 

Rev, k t .  Gr. XLVIII (1935), pp. 245-249.
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that the OTpcxTtd o f  the decree was that which proceeded to

the Korinthia under the command o f  N lk ia s , immediately a fteh
14

the a f fa ir  o f  P y los , Cavaignac denies that the word taura

( i .  e .  the business which was to  be submitted to the assem­

b ly  bv the prytany o f  . . . . t s ) 15 r e fe r s  t o ,proposals embod­

ied  In the probouleuma ( l in e s  4 -3 3 )•  Instead he b e l ie v e s

that xavxa,  used in  the sense o f  rdfie, looks forward t® 

the paragraphs of the decree ( l i n e s  40-51) which provide for  

a ct io n  by the demos on ce r ta in  matters not covered by the 

b i l l .  In t h i s  way he i s  able to  affirm  th a t  the probouleuma 

was drafted and r a t i f i e d  in the second prytany (A la n t ls  or 

L eon tis) ; that the supplementary measures were approved by 

the demos according to schedule in  the th ird  prytany (A lg o ls , 

p ossib ly  O in e ls ) a f te r  the return of N ik ias; and that O in e ls , 

p o ss ib ly  A lg e l s , held the fourth  prytany ( s e e  p. 3 f* above). 

He prefers A lge ls  to Oinels as the th ird  prytany because he 

thinks that the second decree, passed in  A lg e l s , follow ed  

c lo s e ly  upon the f i r s t .  Thus, by g iv ing  to  xavxa a prolep-  

t i e  meaning, he removes a l l  the p erp lex ity  which has arisen  

from the mention of two d if f e r e n t  prytanies in  the same de­

cr ee .

De S an ctis '  explanation o f  the d i f f i c u l t y  i s  preferable  

to  that proposed by M eritt and West, but In ass ign in g  the 
b i l l  to the f i r s t  prytany he has fa i le d  to note that the sec ­

14, Thuc. 4 . 42. 1.

15. L in es: 33-35. For the te x t  see note 5 above.
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retary  in  o f f i c e  when the b i l l  was passed was . . . .ov ( l in e

3 ) ,  whereas the secretary  of the f i r s t  prytany o f  425/4  B.
16

0« was P l e l s t i a s  ( l i n e  59)# This o b ject io n  in  i t s e l f ,  how­

ever , does not in v a lid a te  De Sanctis* id e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  the 

exp ed it ion , s ince i t  i s  on t o t a l l y  inadequate grounds that  

he assigns the Pylos episode to  the f i r s t  prytany. In h is

ch ronologica l ca lcu la t io n s  he accepts the date P. VIII .  10,
, /  1 7425/5 B. C*, as that on which the f in a l  payment was made

to  Burymedon and Sophokles on the eve o f  th e ir  departure for
18

S i c i l y  at the beginning o f  the summer, and p laces the cap­

i tu la t io n  o f  the Spartans beleaguered on Sphakteria a l i t t l e
19

more than three prytanles l a t e r ,  about P. I .  20-25 . But

these  generals  sa iled  during the Spartan invasion o f  A ttika ,
20

before the grain was r ip e ,  a date which i s  u sua lly  and

_  .  . .

16* Cf. a lso  I . Q-. 1 • 324. 17# De S a n c t is ,  in  h is  AA£{rrepai

<ppOVTt6es" R lv ls ta  d l F l lo lo g la  e d* Istru zion e  c l a s s l c a , 

XIII (1935), 508-510, has now recognized t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y .  He 

therefore p laces the return o f  Kleon from Pylos and the pas­

sage of the b i l l  in the second prytany. Otherwise, h is  views

remain e s s e n t ia l ly  unchanged.
217. I .  G-. 1 . 324. 11-12. I use P. for Prytany, throughout 

t h i s  study.

18. Thuc. 4 .  2. 2.

19. An estim ate o f  something over three prytanies i s  probably 

quite  accurate . See note 33 below.

20. Thuc. 4 .  2. 1
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reasonably placed in  May, whereas P. VIII. 10 f e l l  approx-21
im ately  March 21. In other words, De Sanctis* date for  

Kleon*s return Is  w ell over a month too ea r ly . Thus, even 

though the assessment decree i s  d is so c ia te d  from the f i r s t  

prytany, Kleonrs expedition  i s  equally so removed, and De 

Sanctis*  id e n t i f ic a t io n  remains to be te s te d .  I sh a l l  now 

try  to show that Kleon*s Sphakterian su ccess was a c tu a lly  an 

event o f  the past when the probouleuma was drafted and that 

for th is  cogent reason De Sanctis* th e s is  must be abandoned.

Despite the meagre nature of our chronological inform­

a tion  concerning the cru c ia l events o f  th is  summer, i t  may 

n everth e less  be p o ss ib le  to obtain an approximate date for  

Kleon*s triumph at Sphakteria and h is  subsequent return to 

Athens to enjoy the p lau d its  o f  h is  u ltra-dem ocratic  sup-

21. M eritt*s reconstruction  o f  the Athenian calendar from 

426 to 422 B. C., which De Sanctis d e lib e r a te ly  d isregards, 

Is  c e r ta in ly  correct w ithin a very small margin of error. 

For a l l  chronological synchronisms used in  th is  paper c f .  

M eritt , A. F. D. ( see  note 8 above), pp. 176-179. I t  may be 

observed that, i f  the payment in  the eighth  prytany was ac­

tu a l ly  made for the S ic i l ia n  en terp r ise , Pythodoros, who 

s a i le d  before h is  co lleagu es (Thuc. 4. 2. 2; c f .  3. 115), 

must have been the r e c ip ie n t .  A vanguard s a i l in g  ear ly  in  

March, about the time when navigation  opened, would furnish  

proof to Athens’ S ic i l ia n  fr ien d s  that Athens meant to keep 

i t s  promises ( ib id .  3. 115. 3 ) .
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p orters ,
22In the f i r a t  p la ce ,  s in ce  Nlkiaa was general at the 

time ©f Kleon*a well-known boast in  the assembly, the debate 

could not have taken place before Hekatombalon 1. I f  we e s t ­

imate Kleon’ a absence at twelve days ( s ee  note 12 above) as 

a minimum, then the e a r l i e s t  day on which he could have re -

entered Athens was Hekatombalon 13, a date which I s h a l l  a-
23

dopt, for the purpose o f  argument, as the e a r l i e s t  l im it .
24

This ean be equated with August 8 and P, I I ,  1.

At th is  juncture, Thucydides comes to our a ss is ta n ce

w ith  the information that before reinforcem ents under Kleon

were voted , a very r e a l  alarm was prevalent in  Athens, whoa®

s t r a t e g i s t s  feared that winter would overtake the b es ie g er s
25

and r e l ie v e  the b esieged  at Sphakteria. This f e a r ,  express­

ed fo r c ib ly  and explained at some length by Thucydides, in­
d ic a te s  that our l im i t ,  August 8, i s  c e r ta in ly  too e a r ly ,  A

22. Thuc, 4 ,  28. 2.

23* As s, matter of f a c t ,  one can reasonably assume th at be­

tween the debate and Kleon*a s a i l in g  two or three days e la p s­

ed , during which Kleon mustered h is  troop s.

24, I have assumed that the gen era ls  entered o f f i c e  on the 

f i r s t  day o f  the c i v i l  year. The p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  th e ir  having 

held o f f i c e  by the c o n c i l ia r  year does not a f fe e t  my argument 

s in ce  any date previous to August 8 would be m an ifestly  too  

ea r ly  for Kleon’ s return ,

25* Thuc, 4 .  27* 1*
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d ate  nearer t© September wouM conform b e t te r  t© the inf©rm- 

ation  vouchsafed by ©ur ch ie f  source, for August 8 i s  based 

®n the assumption that the debate In the assembly occurred 

at the end o f  Ju ly , a t which time i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  

b e lie v e  th at  the Athenians were g re a tly  d isturbed by the im­

minence o f  winter*

An attempt to deduee the la t e s t  p o ss ib le  date for Kle* 

on*s return leads us back to the s i tu a t io n  e x is t in g  in  mid­

summer. The consternation  caused at Sparta by the I s o la t io n  

o f  the S p a rtia tes  on Sphakteria was so great that the Spart­

ans negotiated  a tru ce , during which ambassadors to  Athens
26sought to  arrange a peace. fh© truce la s te d  about twenty 

27days and came to an end a f te r  the ambassadors had return-  
3 x 28ed to P y los , th e ir  m ission, thanks to Kleon, a fa ilu re*

Since the t o t a l  length  o f  the s ie g e  of Sphakteria was seven- 
29

ty-two days, i t  fo llow s that a s ta te  o f  war e x is te d  for

f if ty - tw o  days, approximately for ty -n in e  o f  which followed  
30

the truce*

26. Ib id . 15*16.

27. Ib id . 39. 2.

28 . Ib id . 23. 1 $£ avrBv SizhiXvvTQ evQue at 

anovSat.

29. Ib id , 39. 1.

30. Immediately fo llow ing  the second sea f ig h t ,  the Lakedal- 

monian d is a s te r  was reported to Sparta, whose m agistrates  

Journeyed to  the scene of a c t io n .  Thereupon, a f te r  pereeiv ing
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A chronological c lue supplied by the s c h o l ia s t  to  Luc-

tan g ives  a terminus ante quem for the c lo s e  of the Spartan
31n eg o tia tio n s  in  Athens. This commentator Informs us that

32Kleon blocked the Spartan proposals for peace and that Eu- 

thynos was archon at the time* Thus the l a s t  p o ss ib le  day for  

the departure of the embassy from Athens was SklrophorIon 29 

(Ju ly  2 6 ) ,  the f in a l  day of the c i v i l  year 426/5 B. C.
I f  we assume three days for the embassy to reach Pylos

the serious p lig h t  o f  th e ir  compatriots on Sphakteria, they 

arranged the truce ( i b i d .  15) .  For the report o f  the b a t t le  

to reach Sparta and the o f f i c i a l s  to come to  P y los , before  

the arm istice  was drawn up, we can allow a t  le a s t  three days. 

So my tim etable assumes three days of s ie g e ,  twenty days o f  

tru ce , and f in a l ly  fo r ty -n in e  days of war.

31. Schol. Lucian, Tlmon 30 ( ed.  H. Rabe) kniarT| 6b na\

wpos Aane6ai|jioptous £tpf|i?Ti, <ss $t/v,6xopos ( fr a g .  106, F. H.

GU, v o l .  1, Mdller) na\ *Apt0 To<pdp'ns (Equ l t . 794-796),

«poo6e\s apxovra Eu8uvovc.f * B u so lt ,  G rlechlsche Geschlchte  
2I II  . 9 98 , note 1; p. 1094, note 2 . The passage from the 

Equltes i s  as fo llow s:

AX, ( to  K\e<*n>) ’ApxewToXiM-ou 6e <plpoPTos

etp'firpw E^ecFxeSaoas, rbs npea@£tas r ‘ aneXavveis  

eh rtfs TtoXewe p a Q a n v y t at Tbs anot>5as npoxaXouvTat.

32. This statement agrees f u l l y  with the narrative o f  Thucy­

d ides ( 4 .  21) .
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and the truce to be declared at an end, and three days for  

Kleon*s speedy return a fter  the f in a l  v ic to r y  of the Athen­

ians, we have a t o t a l  o f  f i f t y - f i v e  days in  425/4 B. C. 

down to the home-coming of Kleon from Sphakteria. Kleon's  

reentry in to  the c i t y ,  th ere fo re , f e l l  not la te r  than Meta­

g e l  tnlon 25, which can be synchronised w ith  P. i l l .  6 and 

September 19.

This te n ta t iv e  l im it  i s  made more p rec ise  by reckon-
*

ing from the Spartan invasion o f  Attika at the beginning o f  

the summer, before the grain was r ip e .  Various e s t im a tes ,  

ranging from 100 to 110 days, have been made o f  the in terv a l  

between the departure o f  Eurymedon for S i c i l y  during the in ­

vasion and the return o f  Kleon to Athens a f te r  the Pylos a f -  
33fa ir*  i f  we use 115 days as the maximum and count back 

from September 19, our la te  l im it  as obtained above, we reach

33« De S an ctis  allows tw en ty -f iv e  to t h i r t y - f iv e  days from 

the s a i l in g  of Eurymedon (®huc. 4* 2. 2) to  the a r r iv a l  o f  

the r e l ie v in g  Spartan ships at Pylos ( i b i d . 8* 2 ) .  This f i g ­

ure, with the addition  o f  the seventy-two days of s ie g e  and 

the time necessary for Kleon's t r ip  home, g iv es  100-110 

days. B u so lt , op. c l t . ( see  note 31 above), 1094, note 2, 

estim ates the Interval as 100 days, but i t  seems to  me that  
in  so doing he does not allow s u f f ic ie n t  time for the b a t t le s  

which resu lted  in the i s o la t io n  of the S p a r tia tes  on Sphak­

t e r i a .  For my tim etable of events see Appendix A.
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May 28 for  the s a i l in g  o f  Eurymedon. This date, however, i s

roughly co incident with the A tt ic  harvest, whereas a week ox*

more a f te r  Eurymedon se t  out, the grain in  A ttika  was s t i l l
*

not s u f f i c i e n t l y  matured to provide the PelPponnesion troops  
34

with food. May 28, th erefore , i s  c le a r ly  too la t e ,  and Eu-

rymedon's s a i l in g  occurred with more p ro b a b il ity  about the
35

middle o f  the month*

Eurymedon was driven in to  Pylos by a storm (Thuc. 4.

3. 1 ) .  This must have been the same storm which d is tr e s se d

the Peloponnesians in  A ttika and was a contr ibutin g  factor  

to the subsequent early  abandonment o f  the Invasion ( see  note  

34 above). The Spartans probably withdrew during the f o r t i f i ­

ca t io n  o f  Pylos, that i s ,  about ten days a f t e r  the Athenian

34. Thuc. 4. 6. 1 a|j,a Ttpqj eaf3aX6i>T£s xa\ t o u  at t o u  e t i  

%X<cpo0 o u t o s  c a * < a v i £ o v  T pocpr js  t o  i s  7toXX.o£s, Te s*u-

Y e u o u c u o s  jictt^t *apa Tfy> Ka0£arr|KuTau <Spau enteae t o  O T p d  

T£up.a.

35. Busolt ( lo c .  c l t * ) g iv es  May 3-10 for  the s a i l in g  o f  the 

S i c i l i a n  squadron. Using th is  very reasonable conjecture, a-  

long w ith  the maximum figure  o f  115 days as suggested above, 

we must date the return o f  Kleon from Pylos between August

25 and September 1 (P. I I .  1 8 -2 5 ) .  Since the approaching win­

ter  was a problem to the Athenians before the departure o f  

Kleon, one can sca rce ly  p lace h is  return e a r l ie r  than the end 

o f  August, while i t  may w e ll  have been la t e r .  Of. a lso  op. 

o l t . 1113, note 1.
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f l e e t  l e f t  the c i t y .  Since the invasion  of A ttika la s t e d  in  

a l l  f i f t e e n  days (Thuc. 4, 8. 2 ) ,  we have another chronolog­

i c a l  check on Eurymedon's movements, and one which argues a-  

g a in s t  p lacing  h is  s a i l in g  la t e r  than May 15.

I t  i s  now c lea r  that the l im it s  which we have s e t ,  Au­

gust 8 (P. I I .  1) and September 19 (P. I I I .  6 ) ,  are too ear­

ly  and too la t e  r e sp e c t iv e ly .  In view of the governing f a c t ­

ors supplied  by the approaching winter on the one hand, and 

the s a i l in g  o f  Eurymedon on the other, I think that out of  

the maze o f  approximations Inherent in  our c a lc u la t io n s ,  one

fa c t  emerges with considerable ce r ta in ty  ----  that Kleon's part

in  the drama o f  Pylos was played in  the second prytany of

Now that we have a broad notion of the date of the re­

turn of Kieon, we must consider whether the general chrono­

l o g ic a l  r e la t io n  between the probouleuma and the Pylos a f fa ir  

can be determined. I f  su cc e ss fu l ,  we may f in d  ourselves in  a 

p o s i t io n  to pronounce d e f in i t e  judgment on De S an ctis '  iden­

t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the anonymous expedition .

Although i t  i s  Impossible to agree with De S anctis  that  

Kleon returned in  the f i r s t  prytany, s t i l l  h is  hypothesis  

that the assessment decree was passed one prytany ahead of  

schedule i s  unaffected  by the r e je c t io n  of h is  chronological  

scheme. This hypothesis , furthermore, has the advantage of  

allow ing us to take in to  consideration  an important p iece of  

evidence h ith er to  disregarded.
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The body of the second decree , passed in A ig e ia , be-

/tGyr&oas. The re s to r a t io n  of the f i r s t  c la u se , AoJcSoeoi... 

£*rdx9e » when one considers what i s  a c tu a lly  to be read on

the stone and the demands made by the formula immediately 

fo llow in g , can be regarded as c e r ta in .  The use o f  the a o r is t  

In d ica tive  eraxOe seems to me to have a s ig n if ic a n c e  which 

has been overlooked. Meritt and West t r a n s la te  (p» 50): ’’A l l  

those c i t i e s  assessed  t r ib u t e . . .  sh a l l  bring to the Great Pan- 

a th e n a la . . and assume that the a o r is t  i s  w ritten  from the 

point o f  view o f  the future reader of the document. Consequ­

e n t l y  they have taken i t  for granted that the second decree

antedates the completion of the assessm ent. The tr a n s la t ­

ion ought then to be "such c i t i e s  as may be assessed" ( i .  e .

in  the fu tu r e ) . Normal Greek usage, however, expresses th is  

future idea with dr and the subjunctive , a constru ction

which i s  found with the same verb to  express just
38such a future meaning, e a r l ie r  in  t h is  very in s c r ip t io n .

Thus the a o r is t  in d ic a t iv e  must surely  r e fe r  to the p a st ,

36. I .  G. I 2 . 63. 55-57.
37* As long as i t  was b e lieved  that passage of the b i l l  was 

postponed from Qlnela ( A lge la ) to  A lan tls  (L e o n t is ) , no other 

In terp retation  was p o s s ib le ,

38. Line 23 . .  .Tbp, h AenciOTei . . . ,
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"whatever c i t i e s  have been assessed  tr ib u te ."  In other words

a t  the time of the passage of the second decree the a s se s s -
39

ment was a completed f a c t .  Now the actu a l assessm ent, the

d e t a i l s  of which demanded much complicated preparation, did
40

not reach i t s  culmination u n t i l  P osld e lon . which, there­

fo r e ,  could not have postdated the prytany of A lg e ls .  Prom

l o g l s t a l  in sc r ip t io n ,  however, we have long known that
41

O lnels  or Algela held  the fou rth  prytany. a lo g ic a l

consequence, s in ce  A lge is  was one o f  the l a s t  s ix  prytanles
42

o f  the year, as pointed out above, Olnels must have been 
43

the fourth . I t  w i l l  be remembered that the probouleuma.

39. The fa c t  that the l i s t  o f  c i t i e s  i s  Inscribed  d ir e c t ly

a f te r  the second decree i s  some confirmation of the view

dopted above. "Whatever c i t i e s  have been a ssessed  t r i b u t e . . .

(They are as fo llo w s )."
2

40. I .  G. 1 , 63. 19. See p. 3 f .  and note 4 above.
2

41* I» Gr. 1 , 324. 18 f .  See p. 3 f .  above.

42. In th is  year Posldeion can be equated approximately  

with P. V. 26—VI. 18.

43. The s ig n if ic a n c e  of the form hraxQe has more re c e n t ly  

been perceived by Nesselhauf, Gnomon XII (1936), 296-301, 

in  a review o f  M eritt and West. N esse lh auf's  general con­

c lu s io n s ,  however, are q u ite  untenable, as M eritt w i l l  show 

In a forthcoming paper.
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according to De Sanctis , though providing for action  in  the

next prytany (Oineis or A lg o ls ), was r e a l ly  r a t i f i e d  in  the

prytany of i t s  d raftin g  (A1antis or L e o n t is ). A1antis or

L eontis , th erefore , the prytany immediately preceding O ineis.
' 44

was the th ird .

With the Pylos a f fa ir  assigned to the second prytany 

and the assessment decree to the th ird , i t  now becomes evid­

ent that the expedition  o f  the decree cannot be id e n t i f i e d  

with the troops under Kleon which s a i le d  home from P ylos.

Thus De S a n c t is 1 id e n t i f i c a t io n ,  so a t tr a c t iv e  dram atically  

but in  fa c t  untenable, must be discarded.

The only other expedition  of t h is  summer which can be 

connected with the assessment decree was that of N lk ias, who,

immediately a f te r  the Pylos episode, Invaded the Korinthia
45

with a large fo rce . The fa c t  that Nlkias returned to Athens

a f te r  a very b r ie f  absence, having accomplished nothing of

Importance, accords w ell with the supposition  that he term-
46

Inated h is  campaign somewhat e a r l ie r  than was planned. I t

44. For a tab le  showing the order o f  events see Appendix B.

45. Thuc. 4. 42. 1 ro0 6* auvo0 0£po»e perk ratira  eu0us

*A0f|i?aTot es Kopit>0tar IcrTpareuaati.

46. From the narrative  o f  Thucydides (4 . 42-45), i t  i s  d i f ­

f i c u l t  to estim ate N lk ia s1 absence at more than four or f iv e  

days. When we contrast the b rev ity  o f  the campaign and the 

I n e f fe c t iv e  skirmishing in  which i t  indulged with the s iz e

o f  the armament, the conclusion  i s  forced upon us that Nlkias
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seems extremely l ik e ly #  th ere fo re , that Cavalgnac's id e n t i -
47f ie a t io n  o f  th is  expedition  i s  r ig h t .

contemplated more than he accomplished.* :Th®-tnoops; le v ie d  

by Nlkias con sisted  o f  e ighty  sh ip s , t;WO: thousand' Athenian 

h o p l i t e s ,  two hundred cavalry , and a l l i e d  contingents from 

M lletos , Andros, and Karyatis ( Ib id . 42 . 1 ) .  Nlkias* progress  

can he followed day hy day u n t i l  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a post 

on the isthmus of Methana ( Ib id . 45)» The length o f  time 

spent on t h i s  project i s  uncertain , but s in ce  the Athenians 

were undisturbed, two or three days would have been ample.

47* For a Just consideration  o f  so su b jec tiv e  a matter as 

Cavaignac’ s in terp re ta t io n  o f  the word 70070. in  the f i r s t  

assessment decree ( s e e  p. 6 f .  above), the reader r e a l ly  
needs a complete te x t  o f  the document before him. Such a 

theory as Cavaignac advances cannot be lo g ic a l ly  or fa c tu a lly  

disproved, I can only say that to  me h is  t h e s i s  appears ex­

tremely u n lik e ly .  Apart from the fa c t  th a t  l in e s  33-4-0 > imm­

e d ia te ly  fo llow ing  -rau-ra, &$*1 with p e n a lt ie s  t© be in­

f l i c t e d  on Incompetent o f f i c i a l s  and that s p e c i f ic a t io n  of  

the d uties  of the t a k t a l , to  which Cavaignac would re fe r  

tcjuto,, fo llo w s only a f te r  t h i s  in te rv a l in  the t e x t ,  such 

an In terp retation  i s  an unnatural and d i f f i c u l t  rendering o f  

the G-reek and one that does not conform to the usual sim plic­

i t y  ©f f i f t h  century eplgraphic documents* I t  might be added

th at  toutcx i s  normally re ca p itu la to ry , although t h i s  i s  a 
point which one would h e s i ta te  to  press in  view o f  the e la s -
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Although Thucydides s ta te s  that the exp ed ition  to the  

Korinthla sa i le d  Immediately a f te r  the Pylos in c id e n t ,  i t  

should not he taken for granted that N ik las l e f t  the c i ty  

d ir e c t ly  a f te r  the return of Kleon to Athens, As a matter 

Qt f a e t ,  a whole chapter of n arrative Intervenes in  Thucy­

d ides between the a r r iv a l  o f Kleon and the departure of  
48N ik la s . When the i n i t i a l  flag-waving was over, the Athen­

ians had to  s e t t l e  down to sober d e lib er a t io n  concerning the  

d isp o s it io n  o f  the prisoners and the means o f  r e ta in in g  th e ir  

hold on p y lo s .  A garrison  was e s ta b lish e d , c o n s is t in g  in part 
a t  le a s t  o f  a force o f  ra iders despatched to Pylos by the

Messenians in Naupaktos for the purpose o f  harrying the Spar­

ta n s , th e ir  t r a d it io n a l  foes* The la t t e r ,  adopting a p o licy  

d icta ted  by desperation , kept sending embassies to  Athens in  

the vain hope o f  recovering Pylos and l ib e r a t in g  the S parti-  

a tes  now incarcerated in  an Athenian p r ison .

The lack of a time in d ica t io n  in Thucydides for  these  

n eg o tia tio n s  i s  p artly  balanced by a reference in  A r is to ­

phanes, who inveighs against the Athenians for three times

t i c i t y  d isp layed  in the use o f  the dem onstrative,
48 , Thuc, 4 ,  41. In chapters 39 and 40 Thucydides sums up 

the Pylos story  down to the return of Kleon with h is  prison­

e r s ,  mentioning the duration o f  the s ie g e  and the e f f e c t  o f  

the Spartan ca p itu la t io n  on the Greek world. Chapter 41 r e ­

sumes the narrative o f  events a f te r  Kleon1s return , while 42 

introduces the venture o f  N iklas into the K orinthla .
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re fu s in g  in  the assembly to accept peace proposals a f te r  the
49

v ic to r y  of Pylos. The in ference  to be drawn from a Joint

49. Ar. Pax 665-667 ( the reference  i s  to E irene),

£X0o$0& yr|<nv auTOfi&TTj xav Il6Xq)

onov&ISv flpouaa -rfj jt$Xet n%axf\v wXtav 

a7toxeipoTo^0?|pai rp ts  i v  T^KxXtjatei.

The use of the phrase pe-ra xav U$X^, coupled with the spec

i f i c  mention o f  three negative  votes ( c f .  Thuc. 4. 41. 3 f .

oJ d'fe A a K e S e u p S m o i . . „ eKpeoftefcovTo wap* a u ro f c s . . . f c a t  woXX&kis 

arrow s.. .awinepjtou *A0f|i>atot) # convinces me that 

the reference i s  to the frequent embassies sent from Sparta 

a f te r  the f in a l  surrender of the unfortunate Spartans, and 

not to the one embassy despatched from Pylos i t s e l f  a f te r  

the i s o la t io n  o f  the Lakedalmonians on the is la n d  e a r l ie r  in  

the summer ( ib id .  16; see p. 11 above). r& ei? II0X(£, to 

Aristophanes, meant not the blockading of the Spartans, but 

the sensation a l fu l f i l lm e n t  of Kleon1s mad boast. The Equltes 

which deals with ev IIuX<§, emphasizes p a r t ic u la r ly  the 

fa c t  that Kleon was enjoying the g lory  that r ig h t fu l ly  be­

longed to Demosthenes. Aristophanes1 in te r e s t  in  Pylos was 

not the s ieg e  of the Spartans but the part played by Kleon, 

h is  sp ec ia l  bete n o ir e . In the f in a l  v ic to r y .  The passage 

that I have quoted from the Equltes (see  note 31 above) 

could be assigned to e ith er  occasion of course. I prefer  to 

r e fe r  i t  to the e a r l ie r  embassy because in  i t  Aristophanes 

berates  Kleon s p e c i f i c a l l y  for  blocking peace proposals and
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22*

perusal o f  Thucydides (see  note 49) and Aristophanes i s

because Thucydides a lso  s in g le s  out the demagogue as the 

leader of the war party at that time (fhuc* 4 .  21)* when, 

perhaps, Kleon’ s im p e r ia l is t ic  harangues and insidous meth­

ods were p a r t icu la r ly  obnoxious to more co n serv a tiv e ly  

minded Athenians, who had not as yet had th e ir  s p i r i t s  b o l­

stered  by the heartening success at Sphakterla. L ater , a l ­
though the in fluence o f  Kleon and h is  a s so c ia te s  must have 

been strong, the Athenians, w ith  Spartan prisoners in  the 

c i t y ,  needed le s s  incitem ent to  continue the war and press  

th e ir  advantage. So, when a llu d in g  to the unavailing  attempts

©f the Spartan embassies to come to terms, neither  Thucydides 

nor Aristophanes connects the Athenian a t t i tu d e  w ith Kleon 

prim arily . Cf. Thuc. 4 .  41. 4 o i  piei£6v®v re  wpiyovro  not 

koW ghts  <poir&vr®v aVTobe ctrtpaMTObB a*lK£|i«©v. The pass­

age from the Pax, on the other hand, leaves  no room for am­

b ig u ity ,  i f  we are to take s e r io u s ly  the language o f  the po­

e t ,  and p lace any r e l ia n c e  upon Thucydides' use o f  the im­

p erfect  ejtpea{3eT?OPTO "they kept sending embassies,** togeth ­
er with h is  e x p l i c i t  mention o f  more than one Spartan d e le ­

g a tion . The s c h o lia s t  to Aristophanes ( ad Hoc.) wrongly 
id e n t i f i e s  the re feren ce , quoting Phlloehoros (frag* 105# 

see note 31 above) on the previous Spartan overtures* He a lso  

seems to understand the passage as connected with d isc u ss io n  

in  the bou le , a palpable error ( s e e  l in e  667). A second 

s c h o l ia s t ,  however, g iv e s  an accurate note on the passage,
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that the n egotia tion s  were lengthy.

Although the Spartans p e r s is te d 'In  th e ir  p leas  for an 

u n sp ec if ied  period, the Athenians, spurred on by Kleon's 

flamboyant success , were adamant, and eventually  convinced  

the suppliants that th e ir  e f fo r t s  were u s e le s s  and d ism iss­

ed them empty-handed, xati-ra pkv xb. sep t nf&otf repSM-sw*
5Q

w rites  Thucydides at th is  p o in t , dropping the curtain  on

the drama of Pylos.

In view o f  the immediate consequences o f  the Sphakteri-

an v ic to ry  as sketched above, i t  i s  hardly p o ss ib le  for N ik i-

as to have s a i l e d  l e s s  than a month a f te r  Kleon's reappearance 
51

in  the c i t y .  Thus, when Thucydides introduced a new top ic ,

a lso  c i t in g  Philochoros, B usolt erroneously fo llow s the 

f i r s t  s c h o lia s t  ( op. c l t .  1097, note 1 ) .

50. 4. 41. 4.

51. Busolt ( op. c i t .  1113, note 1) thinks that at l e a s t  

three weeks were necessary to assemble a force as imposing 

as that under N ik las. He p laces  the departure o f  Niklas a- 

bout the middle o f  September, though he suggests the begin­

ning o f  the month for the return of Kleon|(but see note 35 

above). To me i t  seems u n lik e ly  that N ik ias' foray in to  the 

K orinthla was even contemplated before the overwhelming 

success  of Kleon at Pylos had demonstrated the e f f ic a c y  of 

a method of attack  which e s ta b lish ed  garrisoned p osts  in  

h o s t i l e  t e r r ito r y .  The expedition  o f  N ikias can be consid-
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p.&'th raffra, ev00s, he had in  mind not the return o f  Kleon, 

which had taken place four or f iv e  weeks p rev io u sly , but 

the whole course o f  events concerning Pylos ( t a  Jtep\ n04ot> 

Te^Speva), which were not concluded u n t i l  the f i n a l  d is ­

m issa l o f the Spartan envoys. I f ,  for the sake ©f argument, 

we place the return o f  Kleon during the f i r s t  week o f  Sep­

tember, then we must assume that Nikias s a i le d  about the 

second week in October. I t  happens that the E leusin ian  mys­

t e r ie s  o f  425/4- B. C. were ce lebrated  during t h is  week and

N iklas may w e ll  have been d is in c l in e d  to leave Athens with
52so large a body o f  men before the f e s t i v a l .  Then, accord­

ing to our theory, he returned w ithin  a few days, a t  the
53very end o f  the th ird  prytany.

©red as an attempt to emulate Kleon while at the same time 

e x p lo it in g  further th is  type o f  o f fe n se .

52. l'he E leu sin ian  m ysteries began on Boedromlon 16, which 

for  425/4 B, G. can be equated w ith October 9 and P . I l l ,  26* 

C f. L. Deubner, A tt lsch e  F este  (H. K e lle r ,  B er lin , 1932), 72, 

The Ju lian  date checks neatly  with the estim ate we have made 

o f  the In terva l between the return  of Kleon and the depart­

ure o f  N ik la s .

53* Niklas could not have l e f t  Athens u n t i l  towards the end 

o f  a prytany, s ince the name o f  the tr ib e  to hold the next

prytany was not known u n t i l  sh o rt ly  before i t  entered o f f i c e .  

Cf. W. s .  Ferguson, The Athenian S ecre ta r ie s  (C ornell S tudies
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The campaign of Nikias can be linked ch ron o log ica lly  

with the operations o f  the Athenians in  Korkyra. During the 

ce leb ra tio n  o f  v ic to r y  in  Athens, the S i c i l i a n  squadron un«* 

der the command ©f Eurymedon and Sophokles had apparently  

remained at P y los, p a tro ll in g  the v ic in i t y  and awaiting re­

l i e f .  Thucydides mentions the establishm ent o f  a garrison

in  C la s s ic a l  P h ilo lo g y , no. VII, New York, 1898), pp. 20-26; 

M. B r i l la n t ,  Les S ecr e ta ire s  Ath^nlens (Champion, P a r is ,  

1911), p. 23 f» Ferguson has proved convincingly th a t  the 

prytany order was not determined at the beginning o f  each 

year but that s o r t i t io n  for o f f i c e  took p lace  toward the end 

o f  the prytany preceding that for which the lo t s  were to be 

c a s t .  Such evidence as we have at our d is p o s a l ,  c h ie f ly  e p i-

graphic, f ix e s  the t h i r t i e t h  day o f  the prytany as the t e r -
2minus post quern ( I .  a . I I - I I I  . 109; Ferguson, op. c l t . 2 1 ) .  

This i s  as far as our present knowledge allow s us to  go. I t  

i s  rash to assume th at the name o f  the succeeding pyytany 

was not known three or four days in  advance* There i s  no 

reason why the probouleuma should not have been d rafted  as 

la t e  as the day before Nlkias made h is  unexpected return ,  

say P. I l l ,  34, a f te r  the lo t  for the fo llow ing  prytany had 

f a l l e n  to O ln e ls . Then i f  N ik las appeared on P. I I I .  35, the  

demos r a t i f i e d  the b i l l  on P. I I I .  37. This chronologica l  
scheme agrees w ell  with the date suggested by the E leusin ian

f e s t i v a l  ( s e e  note 52 above).
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on Pylos but does not t e l l  us when the f l e e t  continued i t s
54

interrupted  journey to Korkyra. After h is  d escr ip tion  of
55

the Korlnthian campaign, however, Thucydides continues  

KGt-rfc. 6k Tbu au-rby raura eytY^e'to, xa,\ Eupu-

jj,l6coy xaV 2ocpox\rjs, exei6b &x vfjs Hf?Xou cwt%>av £s Y^y 2txe-» 

ktay vavo lv  'AQTjyattey, a<jHx6|j,eyot Is  Kipxupay eoTpaxeuaay.. .

The a rr iv a l  o f  the f l e e t  in  Korkyra, then, occurred w ithin  

a week or ten days, e ith er  way, of Nikias* invasion  o f  the 

K orinthla.

On the th ird  day of the fourth prytany (O in e is ) o f  

the year, a payment of money was made to Demosthenes for

operations around the Peloponnese. Of th is  expedition
57

nothing further i s  known, but M eritt, equating the date
58

with October 23, suggests that Demosthenes le d  t h is  force  

to  r e l ie v e  Eurymedon and Sophokles at Pylos and allow  them 

to continue th e ir  journey to the d est in a tio n  which had been

54. In 4. 41. 2 the Athenians Ytjs n$Xou ^uXax^y HaweaT^CTay-

YO, but th is  t e l l s  us nothing o f  the movements of the S i c i l ­

ian  squadron.

55. Ib id . 46. 1.

56* I ♦ 1 . 324. 1 8 . . .  oFTpaTeyots n \o«$yyeooy A
0 | y e i . . . . .

57* Ath. Cal. (see  note 8 above), p. 91.

58. I adjust the f ig u res  to accord with M eritt*s rev ised  

ta b le s .  See note 21 above.

56

2
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th e ir  goal s ince  they l e f t  Athens in May. For the r e l ie v in g  

troops to reach Sphakteri&n waters and the f l e e t  to make 

Korkyra we must allow a week or ten days. This would place  

the beginning o f  m ilita ry  operations in  Korkyra towards the 

end o f  October, about a fo r tn ig h t  a fter  Nikias* sca rce ly  

ju b ilan t return to Athens. We have no means o f  decid ing  

whether M eritt i s  correct in thinking that Eurymedon and 

Sophokles stayed at Pylos u n t i l  the a r r iv a l  o f  Demosthenes, 

b ut, i f  h is  hypothesis i s  accepted , dating such as I have 

proposed does no v io len ce  to the chronologica l tags used by
50

Thueydides for t r a n s i t io n a l  purposes.

59 . I think i t  more l ik e l y  that Eurymedon and Sophokles 

l e f t  Pylos e a r l ie r  and that they reached Korkyra before the

expedition  of Niklas l e f t  Athens. I find  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  

suppose th at the f l e e t ,  with winter looming and the long 

journey to S i c i l y  in  prospect, id led  at Pylos longer than 

was ab so lu te ly  neeessary. The campaign undertaken on behalf  

o f  the Korkyralan democrats must have la s te d  a f u l l  f o r t -  

n ight and probably longer . I f  Eurymedon awaited Demosthenes 

at P y los , we are forced to p lace the voyage to S i c i l y  in  

November, a most u n lik e ly  season for such a journey. Yet the  

d e s t in a t io n  of Demosthenes eould scarce ly  have been anywhere 

but Pylos, and the dating accords w e ll  w ith  our a n a ly s is  o f  

the s i tu a t io n  at Athens which led  to the Korinthian under­

tak in g . As the exp ed ition  to S i e i l y  had been delayed for
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Now that we have demonstrated that the assessment de-

ore© was passed in the third prytany, a f te r  N ikias' return  
*

to Athens, De Sanctis* a n a ly s is  o f  the antecedent p o l i t i c a l  

s itu a t io n  f a l l s  to the ground* The decree was not passed on 

the wave o f  enthusiasm which followed K leon's v ic to r y  at Py­

los*  On the contrary, i t  was preceded by the fa i lu r e  o f  Nik­

ia s  to accomplish in the Korinthla what Kleon had done on 

the west coast of the Peloponnese. Kleon's party had been in  

the ascendant since h is  triumph at Sphakteria, and h is  in ­

fluence was undoubtedly enhanced by N ik ias' f u t i l e  attempt 

to  counterbalance h is  r i v a l ' s  recen t ly  acquired p r e s t ig e .  

N lkias' in f lu en ce , then, might w e ll  have been in s u f f ic i e n t  

to  prevent the im position o f  new burdens upon the a l l i e s .  I t  

should be noted, however, that the assessment decree i t s e l f

various reasons sin ce  May, i t  i s  perhaps not so d i f f i c u l t  

as i t  at f i r s t  appears, to assume an ad d it io n a l hindrance 

and prolong I t s  crossin g  to S i c i l y  into the middle o f  Novem­

b er . Demosthenes, however, was perhaps sent to P y lo s ,  not to

fr e e  Eurymedon, but to  take charge of a garrison  which had 
previously  been in s t a l le d ,  and to bring food and su pp lies  for

the ensuing w inter. Whatever be the so lu t io n  of the problem, 
which does not prim arily concern us, I think I have shown 

that the chronology which we have endeavoured to e s ta b l is h  

for the Kleon a f fa ir  does hot run contrary to the evidence  

o f  Thucydides*
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contains nothing to which N ikias and the moderates could 
have objected* I t  decided n eith er  the amount of t r ib u te  nor

the rate  of in crease . These d e t a i l s  were l e f t  to the t a k t a l ,
60

a ss is te d  by the boule and s p e c ia l  cou rts . The fa te  of the 

empire, therefore , was determined in the period which f o l ­

lowed the passage of the decree. The events leading up to  

i t s  adoption are important only in  so far as the b i l l  may 

be considered in d ica t iv e  of i t s  sponsors1 in ten t io n  to hood­

wink public opinion into  th inking th a t , by r a t i f i c a t i o n  of  

the -decree, Athens was committed to no new p o l ic y .  And a fter

hi® own s tr ik in g  success and N ik ia s1 dismal f a i lu r e ,  Kleon 
had an easy path to tread .

60. I .  0 .  1~. 63. 8 -2? .
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Appendix A.

I g iv e  below my estim ates o f  the elapsed time from

the s a i l in g  of Eurymedon to the return of Kleon:
DAYS

T© the a r r iv a l  o f Eurymedon at P y lo s ..................................  4

Thuc* 4 .  3. 1. There i s  no need to assume undue 

haste on the part o f  Eurymedon, and so h is  journey 

may w e ll  have taken longer than that of Kleon l a t ­
er in  the summer.

The Athenians id le  on P y lo s ........................................................  3

Ib id . 4 . 1. Demosthenes, a f te r  h is  r a i lu r e  to con­

vince the Athenian generals o f  the a d v is a b i l i t y  o f

f o r t i fy in g  P ylos, f|d>xa£ep owKotas, pixpi a^“ 

r o t s  Tot's OTpaxi&rcus axoX.&£o»©i» P̂Ĥ I ^vex&aBV 

jcepiavaotv eKxeixtoai t^ x^ptou.

F o r t i f i c a t io n  of P y lo s .....................................    6

Ib id . 5. 2 . TEixtdapxes.. *ev i^itpais eg.

To the assembling of the Peloponnesians at P y lo s   20

When the Peloponnesians invading A ttlk a  heard o f  

the s iezu re  of P y lo s ,  they hastened home* The 

Spartans se t  out for Pylos at ©nee but the a l l i e s  

were slow in answering the c a l l  and the Spartan 

f l e e t  had to be summoned from Korkyra ( ib id . 8.
1 f . ) .  From the completion o f  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  

to  the muster of a l l  the Peloponnesian forces at 

P y lo s , three weeks i s  sca rce ly  to© large an estim ate*

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Preparations for b a t t l e ................................................................. 2

Ib id . 8. 4 f f .

F ir s t  b a t t l e ................................................... . ...................................  2

Ib id . 13* 1. xai>rr\v p'ev ovv ^jiispav xal rfjs 

uoTspatas pepos rt npoo0o\b.s notT|aa|jtevofc k n i-  

nauvTo.

Further manoeuvres............................................................................  1

Loo, e i t . na\ Tfj r p t r p . . . .

Second b a t t l e .............................................................................   1

S ie g e ........................................................................................................  72

Thuc* 4 . 39. 1.

K leon's voyage home.......................................................................... 3

T o ta l.............................................................................................. 114

I .have placed in  i t a l i c s  the f igures  which are 

e ith er  mentioned e x p l i c i t l y  by Thucydides or 

which can be ascertained  without doubt from h is  

n arra tive . Of the estimated numbers, that which 

i s  most open to question i s ,  o f  course, the twen­

ty days assumed for the assembling o f  the Pelop­

onnesian contingents at P y lo s .  There may be some 

s ig n if ic a n c e  in the fact  that  Diodoros records that  

Demosthenes f o r t i f i e d  Pylos in  twenty days (1 2 . 61*

txauous, kv eiMooti) eretx toe  IIOXop.

Obviously, D&odoros' account cannot be accepted

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



against the testimony of Thucydides at face v a lu e .

I can suggest two p o ss ib le  exp lanations. F ir s t ,  

Diodoros (or ra th er , h is  source) may have counted 

h is  twenty days from the beginning o f  the f o r t i f i ­

ca tion  of Pylos to  the mustering o f  the Pelopon­

nesians ready for b a t t l e .  In th is  case my es t im a te ,  

which allows a t o t a l  o f tw enty -six  days for the  

same developments, i s  a few days too h igh. Secondly, 

Diodoros' story may quite reasonably reproduce a 

c a lc u la t io n  reckoned from the s a i l in g  of the Athen­

ian f l e e t  to the completion o f  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  

e .  g . "Sailing  with a large force , in  twenty days 

he had f o r t i f i e d  Pylos*" This i s  the in te rp re ta t io n  

which I prefer* I f  i t  i s  co r re c t ,  then the f ig u r es  

in  my ta b le  above are rather low. I f  the words o f  

Diodoros are to be considered at a l l ,  and i f  the  

truth  l i e s  in a choice between the two explanations  

which I have o ffered , then 115 days seems a f a ir  

mean'.

Appendix B . *

I g iv e  below a table of events whieh are c lo s e ly  con­

nected ch ron o log ica lly  with the ex p lo it  o f  Kleon and the  

assessment decree. I t  must be understood that the dates do 

not claim to be exact but are purely exempli g r a t ia * I as­

sume a r b itr a r i ly  that Kleon returned on September 7 , about
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the time suggested lay the evidence as presented in  th is  pap­

er , and obtain the other f ig u res  accordingly .

P. I I , 1 le k .  13 Aug.

17 Hekl 29 Aug.

20 Met. 2 Aug.

23 Met. 5 M g.

26 Met. 8 Sept

28 Met. 10 Sept

31 Met. 13 Sept,

p. I l l , 1 Met. 20 Sept,

A ia n tis 18 Boed. 8 Oct.
©I*

Leontis

26 Boed. 16 Oct.

30 Boed. 20 Oct.

34 Boed. 24 Oct.

35 Boed. 25 Oct.

37 Boed. 27 Oct.

P. IV. 1 •Boed. 28 Oct.

Oineis 3 Boed. 30 Oct.

10 Pyan. 7 Oct.

Debate in  the e k k le s la . 

Kleon*s boast.

Kleon le a v es  Athens.

Kleon arr ives  a t  P y los.  

Victory o f  the Athenians on 

Sphakterla.

Kleon lea v es  P y los.

Return o f  Kleon to Athens.

(A rrival o f  Eurymedon in  

Korkyra?)

E leusin ian  m ysteries begin . 

S a il in g  o f  Miklas.

Drafting o f  probouleuma. 

Return o f  H ikias. 

R a t i f ic a t io n  of the pro­

bouleuma by the demos.

Payment to Demosthenes. 

(A rrival o f  Eurymedon in  

Korkyra?)

3

24

27

30

2

4

7

14

1

9

13

17

18

20

21
23

30
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PART TWO

The Athenian Calendar In 422/1  B« C« 

and the Last Campaign of Kleon

I » The F ir s t  Cycle Qf Meton

Students o f  the f i f t h  century Athenian calendar w i l l  

r e c a l l  that Meton*s f i r s t  n ineteen  year cy c le  extended from

4-32/1 B. C. to the end of 414/3  B. C« and, according to
2 3plan, should have contained seven in te r c a la t io n s .  M eritt,

1 . Diodoros 12# 36.

2 .  (Jemin©a 8. 53-6; Censorinus 18. 8.

3 . A l l  modern work on the Athenian calendar must s ta r t  from 

Benjamin D* M eritt , The Athenian Calendar in  the F i f t h  Cen­

tury (Cambridge, Harvard U n ivers ity  P ress , 1928), an; ex-
2h austlve  study o f  I .  U. 1 . 324. The most lu c id  a n a ly s is  o f  

Meton*s cy c le  i s  that o f  William B e l l  Dinsmoor, The Archons 

o f  Athens in  the H e l le n is t ic  Age (Cambridge, Harvard Uni­

v e r s i t y  P ress , 1931), 309-343. M eritt*s most recent r e v i s ­

ion i s  in  Athenian F in ancia l Documents of the F i f th  Century 

(Ann Arbor, U niversity  o f  Michigan P ress , 1932), 128-179, 

including t a b le s .  Except where otherwise s ta te d , i t  i s  these  

ta b le s  which I use throughout for the synchronisms c i te d  in  

the t e x t .  The abbreviation P. represents Prytany.
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4a f te r  e s ta b lish in g  a d e f in i t e  synchronism, P. I .  1 * Hek.

10 , 422/1 B. C ., demonstrated convincingly  that the period
5

from 432/1 to 422/1 B* C. Included three in te r c a la t io n s .  

Thus we should expect four further in te r c a la t io n s  between 

422/1  and the end o f  the cyc le  in  414/3 B. C.

For 411 B. C. we are fortunate in p ossess in g  a cer­

t a in  synchronism, provided by A r i s t o t l e ' s  C on stitu tion  of  
6

Athens: p . I .  1, 4 l l / o  » S k lr . 14, 412/1 B« C. Between the 

two equations mentioned, th e re fo re , there are e leven  in te r ­

vening y ea rs:-

422/1 B. C. P. I .  1 = Hek. 10, 422/1

411/0 P. I .  1 * S k lr . 14, 412 /1 .

I t  i s  obvious that during t h i s  eleven year period in  the 

c i v i l  calendar from Hekatombalon 1, 4 2 2 /1 , to  Hekatombalon

1, 4 l l / o ,  there must have been four or f i v e  in te r c a la t io n s .
7

Four in te r c a la t io n s  would g iv e  a t o t a l  o f  4014 days whereas
8f i v e  in te r c a la t io n s  y ie ld  a sum o f 4044 days. I t  i s  now

 ; ----------

4 .  Ath. C al. ( see hote 3) > 84 f .

5* Op. f l i t * 86-88* Cf. Dinsmoor, Arehons ( s e e  note 3 ) ,  327*

6 .  *A 8 . rioX. 32. 1 i 6 e t  6V i4 |p  ciXrjxvTap xv&.\u$ ptouXV

etc i£pat TETpdSi bixa  Skipo^opiStoos, Dinsmoor, Arehons, 

328 f . ,  r e j e c t s  t h i s  evidence; but see M er itt ,  A. F. D. (see  

note 3 ) ,  154-156.

7 . (7  x 354) ♦ (4 x 384).

8 . ( 6 x 354) + (5 x 384),
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p o ss ib le  to  deduce tne exact, length  ox the c o n e l l ia r  c a l ­

endar over ta® same length  of time By subtracting  the f i r s t  

nine hays o f  Hekatombalon, 422 /i*  and the l a s t  s ix te e n  o f  

Sklr©phorlea, 412 /1 , from the f ig u r e s  given  above for  the 

e i v i l  calendar, file r e s u l t  i s  3989 ©*• 4019 days, from wnioh

we can c a lc u la te  an average se n a to r ia l  year o f  3 0 2  7 /11  or
9

385 4 /11  days. But M eritt  has already shown that the term 

Of the boule approached the so la r  year In length  and average 

ed $BS> t d a y s .  fhe unavoidable conclusion  i s  that o f  the two 

averages given  above, 385 4 /11  must be r ig h t  and th a t ,  as a

r e s u l t ,  the eleven  year spaa saw f iv e  in te r c a la t io n s .

fhe above c a lc u la t io n s  take us two years beyond the end

o f  the f i r s t  Metonic c y c le ,  but epigraph!® evidence g iv e s  us

a point o f  departure in  414/3 ana enables us to e s ta b l i s h
2

tne character o f  413/2 and 412/1  B« ©* Prom I .  # » 1 • 32§ we 
10

know that in  414/3  both the seventh and tw e n ty » f lf th  o f  

Samelion f e l l  in  the seventh phytany. Sow from P . V I I .1,

4 1 4 /3 ,  to  p .  I .  1, 4 1 1 /0 ,  we can reckon twenty-four p rytan ies ,  

which* with 5 5  $ days as tne average prytany length , t o t a l l ­
ed 878 days. Again, i f  ootn 413/2  and 412/1  were ordinary  
years , then gam. 1, 4 1 4 /3 , to  S k lr . 14, 412/1  (P. I .  1 ,

411/© ), covered s ix tee n  days short of t h ir t y  months, that i s ,

9 .  Ata. Gal. ,  104.

10. ©p. e i t .  93; A. P . P . ,  158 f . ;  M eritt ,  "‘fhe Spartan 

©ymnopaidia, “ S . P . ,  XXVI (1931)# 71; linsm oor, Arcaons, 

342,
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869 days, in  other words, P. VII* 1, 414/3  B* C., f e l l  about
2PoeM elon 23 and the demands o f  I* 5 . 1 » 328 are s a t i s f i e d .  

Oh the other hand, I f  one of the in tervening years was In ter­

ca lary  the length  o f  the same period Is increased to  899 

days. But thejlatter supposition  p laces G-am. 7# 4 14 /3 , in  the  

s ix t h  prytany and i s  therefore im possib le , since i t  contra­

d ic t s  our data . I t  fo llow s then that the period in  question  

contained 869 dajts and that 413/2  and 412/1  must be restored  

as ordinary years.

The s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th is  computation l i e s  in  the fa c t  

th a t ,  i f  there were f iv e  In terca la tio n s  between 422 /1  and 

4 l l / o ,  and 413/2 and 412/1 were ordinary, then there must

o f  n e c e s s ity  have been f iv e  In te rc a la t io n s  between M eritt*s  
11

equation o f  422/1 and the end of the f i r s t  cyc le  o f  Meton.

In other words, the f i r s t  Metonie cycle  was ir reg u la r , in

th a t  I t  a c tu a lly  contained e igh t and not the th e o r e t ic a l
12

seven in te r c a la t io n s  planned by i t s  constru ctor .

11. See p. 35 above.
12. M eritt , Ath. C al. , 103, Dinsmoor, Arehons, 328, d i s ­

agrees but M eritt, A, F. P . ,  154-158, has convincingly  de­

monstrated th* fa l la c y  o f  Dinsmoor'a argument. I t  i s ,  of  

course, obvious that my paper thus far i s  merely a summary 

o f M eritt'a  work* Cf. Ath* C al. , 84 f . ,  93 f . ,  115 ( ta b le ) ;  

A. F. p . .  155-157, 176 and 178 ( t a b le s ) .
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I I .  The Problem o f  4 2 2 / i  B. C.

The cr u c ia l  problem of the f i r s t  Metonic cy c le  in  

Athens l i e s  in the correct placement of th ese  f iv e  in te r ­

c a la t io n s ,  but i t  i s  with one year only , 422/1  B. G. ,  that 

I propose to deal here . M eritt , re s to r in g  422/1 as in te r ­

ca la ry , g iv e s  the fo llow in g  scheme for the period from 425/4  

to  421/0 B. C .:15

Year In te r c a la t io n  p .  I .  1

425/4 0 S k lr . 5

424/3 0 S k lr . 19

423/2 0 S k lr . 29

422/1 I Hek. 10

421/0 0 S k ir .  22

I t  seems to me, however, that the evidence at our d isp o sa l  

would be b e tte r  s a t i s f i e d  i f  422 /1  were restored  as ordin** 

ary. such a th e s is  demands a re-exam ination o f  M e r it t ’ s 

reasons for making 422/1  in terca la ry  and a con sid eration  o f  

the h i s t o r ic a l  events p ertin en t to  our enquiry.

M eritt r e s t s  h is  case upon the fo llow in g  foundations:

1* The three years previous to  422/1 were ordinary, as 

Morltt has proved beyond reasonable doubt, A further ordin»
14ary year in  su ccess ion , i t  i s  im plied , i s  h igh ly  in c r e d ib le .

13« A. F. D. , 176, 178. Dinsmoor, Arehons, 331, agrees .

14. Ath. G al. ,  104.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



2 . Thucydides g iv es  two synchronisms between the Athen­

ian  and Spartan ca lendars:-

Athenian Elaphebollon 14 = Spartan Geraatlos 12, 424/3  B* C
1 fhElaphebollon 25 3 A rtem lslos 27, 422/1  B. C*

These f ig u res  prove an Ir r e g u la r ity ,  and therefore in te r c a l  

atIon , at e i th e r  Athens or Sparta In one o f  the two years

423/2  and 422 /1 . M eritt p laces the In te rc a la tio n  at Athens
17 18and thus, revertin g  to  Hermann against Boeckh,’ makes Gar-

19a a t lo s  precede Artem lslos at Sparta.

3* Antiphon’ s s ix th  speech (rcep\ tg0 g iv e s  an

apparent synchronism between the c o n c i l ia r  and c i v i l  c a l -
20

endars in  some unknown year. M eritt , by an in terp re ta t io n
21to be d iscussed  at length  below, draws the equation P. I .  

36 a Met. 21, therefore P. I .  1 -  Hek. 16. M eritt’ s recon­

s tru c t io n  o f  the calendar, w ith 422/1 as in te r c a la r y ,  makes

15. Thuc. 4 ,  118. 12; 119. 1.

16. Thuc, 5 . 19. 1.

17* Ueber Grlechlache Monatakunde (G ottingen, 1844), 124.

18. MZur Gesahlehte der Mondeyclen der Hellenen,** Besender-  

er Abdruck aus den J&hrbuchern fur c la s s is c h e  P h l lo lo g le ,

N. F. Bd. I ,  Heft 1, 86-92 (L e ip z ig ,  1855).

1.9 . Ath. Gal. .  I l l  f . ;  A. F. P . .  146-149.
20. Antiphon 6» 44-45; c f .  11, 13; M eritt , Ath. C a l. ,  121 f .  

A» F« D. , 153 f .

21. See below pp. 43-50.
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P*. I .  1 « Hek* 16 in 419/8  B* C • ,  an exact correspondence 

w ith  the f ig u res  taken from Antiphon; t h i s  dates the speech 

in  419/8 B. C.nand corroborates M eritt1s calendar scheme.

4 .  According to M eritt , Kleon se t  out for Thrace a f te r
? 3the Pythian f e s t i v a l  o f  422 /1 ,*  a ce leb ra tio n  which f e l l

24In the Delphic month Boukatlos, gen era lly  equated with
25the Athenian M etageltnlon* The s c h o lia s t  to Aristophanes' 

Pax t e l l s  us that Kleon perished at Amphipolis e ig h t  months 

before the production o f  the Aristophanic play at the Great
p£*

D lonysia o f  E laphebolion, 422/1 B. C# Thus, by in c lu s iv e  

reckoning, Kleon's death may be placed in  M etageitnlon or 

Boedromlon, according as 422/1 was ordinary or in te rc a la ry .  

I f  K£eon l e f t  Athens a fter  the Pythian games, however, that  

i s ,  la te  in  M etageitnlon, then h is  death cannot have occurr­

ed before Boedromlon because o f  the time necessary for h is
27operations in Thrace, Therefore the b a t t l e  o f Amphipolis,

22* See the ta b les  in  A. F. D. , 176.

23. Thuc. 5 .  1; 5 . 2 , 1; M eritt , Ath. Gal. ,  114.

24 . Pauly-Wisaowa, Real Encyclopadle, "Delphoi," IV. 2532;

A. K irchhoff, lo n a tsb .  der B e r lin  Ak. d. , 1864, 129 f f *

25. M eritt , loc« c l t .
26. The scholiast (edited Dindorf) to Pax 48 quotes Eratos­

thenes: *EpaToa0Svr)s ihp  e«\ ©panris xbv Q&varov BpaatSon not

KXfanJos bnxh p,T|0\ jtpoyeYo^^ai (ftiat,
27 . For K leon's a c t iv i t y  in the north c f . West and M eritt ,
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2 8In which Kleon met h is  death, was fought in Boedromlon, 

a conclusion  which, according to the above reasoning, once 

store im plies in te r c a la t io n  in  the year 422/1  B. C*

I f  we are to make 422/1 ordinary, then our firfct task  

i s  to assure ourselves that the consequences are not at var 

iance with the h i s t o r i c a l  evidence c ite d  by M eritt ,  The im­

portant p o in ts  in  M e r it t1a argument are the synchronism 

drawn from Antiphon, and the evidence advanced from Thucy­

d id es' report of the end of the truce and the subsequent 

departure o f  Kleon from Athens. The f i r s t  two l in k s  in  Mer­

i t t  's  chain are in fa c t  quite n e g l ig ib le  i f  we can break

the la s t  two. For a sequence o f  four ordinary years i s  by
29n® means in cred ib le  when we bear in mind that even three

su ccess ive  ordinary years formed an ir r e g u la r ity  in l i t o n ' s  
30

p lan . We know of one ir r e g u la r ity  in the form o f three

H-Cle©n's Amphipolitan Campaign and the Assessment L is t  o f  

4 2 1 ,H A. J . A. XXIX (1 925), 59-69 .

2B. Thue• 5 , 10. 9 ,

29* See p . 38 above,

30. M eritt , Ath. C al«, 101 f . ;  A. F. P . ,  150 f . ,  177; Dins-  

moor» Archons, 320 f* Both Meritt and Dlnsrooor point out 
th at in te r c a la t io n  was not decided s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  but was 

e n t ir e ly  at the whim o f the s t a t e .
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consecutive years, 4 2 5 /4 , 424 /3 , and 4 2 3 /2 , without Inter­

ca la t io n ;  we cannot, th erefo re , without convincing proof,
31ignore the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  further abnormality. Again, I 

cannot be convinced that the evidence from the Spartan c a l ­

endar i s  a t a l l  conclusive  as to the nature o f  422/1  in  

Athens. M eritt i s  compelled to change the order o f  the Spar­

tan months. I f ,  however, the in te r c a la t io n  occurred at Spar­

ta  and 423/2 and 422/1  were ordinary at Athens, then Artem-  

-I s le s  preceded G erastlos at Sparta and the Thucydidean 

equations can s t i l l  be reasonably explained; for we have no 

independent testimony to decide the problem o f the Spartan 

months. Considered a lone, the Thucydidean equations are at  

l e a s t  open to  e ith er  in te r p r e ta t io n .

To proceed c o n s tru c t iv e ly ,  I sh a l l  now assume that  

422/1  b * C* was ordinary and I s h a l l  t e s t  that assumption 

by a l l  the evidence bearing on the problem. I g ive below a 

ta b le  of correspondences r e su lt in g  from the re s to r a t io n  of  

422/1  as an ordinary year;

Year In te r c a la t io n  P* I * ,1

425/4 0 S k lr . 5

424/3 0 S k lr . 19

423/2 0 S k lr . 29

422/1 0 Hek/ 10

421/0 I Hek. 22

31. Cf. the years 413/2  to 410/09 (M eritt, A. F. P . ,  176).

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



32
III# The Evidence from Antiphon

From th is  speech w© gather that a member o f  the f i r s t  

prytany, Erecht.heis, has been in d ieted  for murder, a f te r  

serving  a l l  but two days o f  h is  term, npuTaueuaas v>)y np<krr\v 

*puvavetau crnaaau duotv %j,£pcuv.33 I t  i s  c le a r  then

th a t  the indictment was made on the day before the l a s t  o f  

th e  prytany, namely, P. I .  35, 3 6 , or 37, according as we 

a ss ig n  t h ir t y - s ix ,  th ir ty -se v e n  or th ir ty -e ig h t  days to the 

prytany. But the speech a lso  g iv e s  c i v i l  dating for the in ­

dictment o f  the accused, the whole passage running as f o l -  
34 *lo w s; e * e i§ ^  8b o$ tqo\  o PcuhXeVs eto^X Sey Igov  a u v o ts  

arto r r js  np&TT|s ^ p e p a s  a p g a p lp o t s  to d  ‘iM aTop-PatSvos p/nubs 

Tpt&xovQ* ^ p ip a s  odvexSs to$t<i>d ^ t i p i  e^oOXodto owoyp&P- 

e o ^ a i ajtEYp&pouvo 0D6e|j,icf* a u S ts  tq 0  M evaY eifP tSpoa 

M,Tjybs a*o  t t j s  jtp^vrjs ^ p lp a s  a p g a j J b o is  e^ou a u r o t s  ajtoypacp- 

eaQ ai ^ t i p i  I^o& X odto, odS* au  no) ivra&Qa a»ceYP&tyavt o , 

aXXb K ap sto av  x a \  to $ to d  to $  (ATjpbs efK oaiD  ^ p lp a s*  tSare a J  

a^jjw aaat “n ^ p a i  e y Iv o b to  a u r o f s  ttXIod ^  rtEPT^KoPTa e k \ t 06-  

to d  r o 0 p aa tX lw e , ed a t s  egov  oldtoTs a«O Y pataa8a i  ovh a n e -  

rp & fa v ro .

32. See p. 39 f • above.

33• Antiphon 6 . 45.

34. Ib id . 44 ,
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M eritt , arguing55 that the phrase « \ lo v  *evT^Kovra

i s  a r h e to r ic a l  exaggeration, draws from the passage the 

equation P . I .  36 = Met, 21. But l e t  us pause a moment and 

con sid er . Thirty days o f  Hekatombalon and twenty o f  Meta­

g e itn lo n  had passed, a sum t o t a l  o f  f i f t y .  Yet the Greek 

t e x t  g iv es  t h i s  t o t a l  as "more than f i f t y "  (aC 0%uia<rai 

^|i£pai ey lv o v ro .. .nXlov  ̂ «evT^K0 UTa). Can t h is  be accep­

te d ,  that i s ,  can we equate " f if ty "  with "more than f if ty ? "  

To my mind, the whole tone o f  the passage i s  one o f  the ut­

most accuracy and t h i s  prevents us from f a l l in g  hhck on 

" rh eto r ica l exaggeration" as a means o f  f i t t i n g  an imposs­

ib le  te x t  in to  any calendar scheme* For an im possible te x t

X b e l ie v e  i t  i s ,  d esp ite  past e f f o r t s  to  accept and in te r -
36pret the Greek as i t  stands.

35* Ath. C al. , 121.

36. There are s ix  manuscripts o f  Antiphon: N, A, B, L, M,

Z. I t  has been shown by B lass that only N and A are o f  any 

independent value s in ce  the other four are derived ultim ­

a t e ly  from A. N* and A probably go back to  a common arche­
ty p e . In the cr u c ia l  sec t io n s  o f  the passage under d isc u ss ­

ion there i s  no te x tu a l  v a r ia t io n , that i s ,  eixocHV %i£-

pas (ifoiipcue N, co r r . A) and n \to v   ̂ ntwfiHOV'ta are tiie 

readings o f  the mss. See B la ss ,  Antlphontla Qratlones et  

Fragmenta (L e ip z ig , Teubner, 1871), i i i - x v i l l ;  G-ernet, An­

tiphon (P a r is ,  Bude, 1923), 16-25; Thalheim, Antlphontla
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M eritt , however, was not the f i r s t  to attempt to Jus-
37t l f y  the equation in  the t e x t ,  for Wllamowltz had already  

grappled with the same problem. He f i r s t  changed wXloi) to 

*XeT» but h is  in terp reta t ion  o f  the phrase jtXetu  ̂ i s  cur­

io u s , for he affirm s that nXetv  ̂ jceu-rfyeovTa means "just

Or at tones et. Fragments (L e ip z ig , Teubner, 1914), v - v i i .  

Certain c r i t i c s  have favoured emending nXloa to  

( Franke i s  c ited  in the 1914 Teubner e d i t io n ) ,  L id d e ll  and 

S c o t t ,  e» v . nAettoV, c i t e  jtXetv, nomlnative and accusative  

singu lar neuter forwXfov, as e s p e c ia l ly  A tt ic  but only  

w ith  numerals* Instances of t h i s  usage are printed ( Ar, 

Ach, 858, B q u lt . 444, Av, 6; Demosthenes 570. 16 e t c . )  but 

at the same time examples of jtXtotf with numerals are given  

(Xen, Cyr, 2 , 1, 6; I sa lo s  82. 14; Demosthenes 744. 23. In 

the  la t t e r  case Dindorf has unnecessarily  emended to  wXstv, 

though n \io v  i s  found in  S, a good ms*). Smyth, Q-reek Gram­

mar for Co l l e g e s ,  1074, seems to make no d if fe r en ce  beWreen

the forms. We should then r e ta in  the jtXiou o f  the mss,

37. ’’Die sech ste  Rede des Antiphon,” S itzungsb , d , Ak. der 

W lss, zu B e r l in , 1900, 398-416. See e s p e c ia l ly  408 f .  I t  i s  

in te r e s t in g  to note that Wil&mowitz, on s t y l i s t i c  and l i n ­
g u i s t i c  grounds, dates the speech at the end o f  the Arehi-

damian war, perhaps a l i t t l e  la t e r  ( p» 4 0 9 ) ,
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4 6 .

ex a c tly  fifty** ( wXefv ^ . . .  bedeutet n ich t "mehr als" son- 

dern **voll, accur&t, e f f e c t iv " ) .  Thus he manufactures for  

h im self  an exact chronologica l synchronism. For t h i s  usage 

Wilamowitz brings forward as p a r a l le ls  c e r ta in  expressions  

whieh I here quote:

(a) Ar« Aeh. 858 «Xe?v  ̂ Tpi&xopQ* ifotlpas to$ liTpbs 

I h&oxqv, This Wilamowitz renders as " v o ile  30 Tag® lm lo n -  

at."

(b) Ar, Nub* 1065 jiXeTu  ̂ rtskavxa woXXa. This express*  

ion i s  in terpreted  as **many complete talents,** on the ground 

that the Greek makes no sense otherw ise .

( c) Ar. Ran. 103 nXeTv D uati?0 |jwxi. MI am quite mad'* 

would be the tr a n s la t io n  here, i f  I understand Wilamowitz 

c o r r e c t ly .  Otherwise, he a s s e r t s ,  the c lau se  i s  nonsense.

(.&} In the frequent nXetv f\ p,6pioi "absolu tely  uncount­

ed" or "a whole m illion" i s  superior to "more than ten  

thousand," s ta te s  Wilamowitz. In Demosthenes 19. 230 Wila­

mowitz a d m its^  that the la t t e r  meaning i s  co rrec t ,  but 

adds that in  th is  passage n \tX v  i s  read by one manuscript 

on ly , the others g iv in g  nXeov.3  ̂ Wilamowitz then draws the 

conclusion that when the true comparative was meant wXetoP

38. Wilamowitz, op. o l t . 409, n . 2 "in recht v le le n  F a llen  

1st eine s ichere Entscheidung unmoglich."

39. As a matter of fa c t  nXefv appears to  be the reading o f  

the good ms. S, while A g ives «Xfeov and V, Y and P wXetous. 

See Fuhr's Teubner t e x t  of 1914 and h is  in trod u ction .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



4-0
was used, as in Ar. S k k les . 1132. My own fe e l in g  i s  that

Wilamowitz bases h is  case e s s e n t ia l ly  upon h is  r e fu s a l  to

grant to Aristophanes, and presumably to any other ancient

w r iter ,  a sense of humour. For in  every case c i te d  the Greek

not only can but must be recognized as pure exaggeration, a

common form of exaggeration not confined to Athenian comic
41poets and orators , or to  the ancient world at a l l*  The 

E nglish  phenomenon, the men who works tw en ty -fiv e  hours a 
day, o f fe r s  and exact p a r a l le l  to  Aristophanes' jtXetu  ̂ fp iS -  

kovQ* i^ lp a s  tou p.r|Vos IkSotou. S im ila r ly ,  when Aristophan­

es wrote nktXv pati?0 |icu he meant ju st  what the Q-reek 

says and i t  was with d e lib era te  in tent that he avoided the 

simple mild expression* I f  he had wished to  write "I am 

quite mad" he would have done so; the Greek language o f f e r ­

ed no barrier* I t  happens, however, that Aristophanes was 

a comic poet, w riting  to amuse h is  audienee. We have no 

r ig h t  whatever to remove that humour and exaggeration , part

o f  the eomedian’ s s to c k - in - tr a d e ,  merely because cer ta in  
ex p ress io n s , when Interpreted se r io u s ly  and l i t e r a l l y ,  are

nonsense; o f  course they are nonsense***they are meant to be*

40 . Wilamowitz admits that he can produce no l in g u i s t i c  or 

grammatical explanation of h is  in te rp re ta t io n  o f n k ztv

He c i t e s  J .  Waekernagel, Vermischte B eitrage zur griech lschen

Sprachkunde, 18* a work to which I have not had a c c e s s .

4 1 . The fa c t  that most of Wilamowitz' p a r a l le l s  are drawn 

from Aristophanes i s  su g g est iv e , to say the l e a s t .
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nXetu th erefore , means "more than" and must not be d is ­

torted  to explain  away the chronologica l paradox presented

by the te x t  of Antiphon* In any case , as I have already de-
42 *monstrated, the te x t  reads kXIow. I f  emendation i s  nec­

essary , and I think i t  i s ,  a change In the sp e l l in g  o f  «Xioi> 

i s  no improvement. The e s s e n t ia l  d i f f i c u l t y  remains. I f  we 

are to use the evidence of Antiphon in  our calendar scheme, 

our f i r s t  task  must be to mend the t e x t .

Obviously the trouble l i e s  e ith er  In  ̂ aeur^-

Kov-ra or in efxoatw ^ ilp a s ,  or In both, for  these phrases 
must read in  such a way th a t ,  when we take in to  account the

t h ir ty  days of Hekatombaion, they balance each o th er . I can 

advance no p la u s ib le  correction  o f  wXfoB  ̂ 7t£UTf)KOT?Tâ

42,. See note 3 6 , page 45 above.

43 . West f e l t  that the phrase *x£ow  ̂ jtevr^HOPTa was cor“ 

ru p t. In ta lk in g  over the problem with me he suggested that  

the text once read tjv* and was in co rrec tly  resolved  in to  the 

w ritten  numerals (f| r te v rfyo vra ); kXIop was then added as an 

attempted correction . He would then have adopted the emend­

a t io n  I have proposed (e^KOon# n# V^pas) and would thus 

have had an exact correspondence ( th ir ty  days o f  Hekatombaion

plus eiKOOtP t f  ripepas * tjp#) .  I h e s i ta te  to  adopt t h i s  fur­
ther change; i t  seems to me that i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to

find  a convincing p a r a l le l  for the humerals ( s f i f t y -  

eight)  w r itten  in reverse  order.
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but I do suggest that Antiphon r e a l ly  wrote etxocHV r\*

T^lpas and that the numeral r\' dropped out by haplography 

before the fo llow ing ^pepas, fW-i-:. slight; co rrec t io n , palae-  

ographica lly  simple, transforms the G-reek from u tte r  imposs­

i b i l i t y  in to  a reasonable and understandable t e x t .

Now we have n \to v   ̂ TtevrfjKovTa balanced by t h ir ty  

days o f  Hekatombaion added to e?KO0ti> Ĥ T̂ fJilpas o f  Meta­

g e itn lo n  „ that i s ,  f i f t y - e i g h t  days, ©ur equation from Anti*

phon, then, w i l l  be P. I .  37 (36 or 35) ® Met. 29. I t  fo llow s
44that P. I ,  1 « Hek. 23 (24 or 2 5 ) .  According to my ta b le ,

in  421/0 P. I .  1 = Hek. 22, an almost exact correspondence

with the equation from Antiphon. The d if fe r en ce  o f  a day or

so need not be considered a stumbling block but rather the

opposite , since we know that there were at t h i s  time certa in

minor calendar ir r e g u la r i t i e s  at Athens. Hence synchronisms

obtained from actual evidence are more to be tru sted  than
45those we reach from our tab les  for these years. In other 

words, I b e l ie v e  that we have here id e n t ic a l  d a te s .  A s l ig h t  

adjustment can now be made in  my tab le  to  make P. I ,  1 for  

421/0 B. C. equal Hekatombaion 23 (or 2 4 ) ,  a change which 

e ith e r  Increases the c o n c i l ia r  year 422/1 to  367 (or  368) 

d a y s ' , or s ig n i f i e s  that one or two months which should have

44 . See p. 42 above.

45 . See M eritt ,  A. P. P. ,  148-151, 177 and ta b le s ,  176, 178. 

Cf. a lso  pp. 73, 79 below, notes 92 , 105.
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■been f u l l  had recen tly  been l e f t  hollow (s e e  p. ,'73 below ).  

I f  we assume that In 421/0 B. C. P* I .  1 f e l l  on Hekatom-  

be.Ion 23, then the fo llow ing conclusions can be deduced 

from Antiphon*s s ix th  speech:
1 / 461. The speech dates early  In 421/0 B. C.

2. The true reading in  chapter 44 i s  e ixoo iv  %i£pas«

3. The Thargella mentioned (c h .  11) were ce leb rated  in  

422/1 B . C .

4 .  The f i r s t  prytany of 421/0  B• G. contained t h ir ty -  

e ig h t  days.

5* The general tone o f  the speech suggests  a chorus of  

some adequacy. This would f i t  very neatly  in to  the year o f  

the peace of N ik ias, which had been signed some two months 

before the f e s t i v a l  o f  the Thargella o f 422/1  B. C.

IV. Kleon*s Last Campaign

The question o f  in te r c a la t io n  in  422/1  i s  linked  with  

the departure o f  Kleon from Athens to take charge o f  m i l i t ­

ary operations in Thrace. This i s  usually  dated in  M etageit­

n lo n , a f te r  the Pythian games o f  422 B. C•, a date which, in

my opinion, Is based on a m is in terp reta tion  of the opening
47words of the f i f t h  book of Thucydides. M eritt ,  accepting

46. See note 37, p. 45 above.

4 f .  See 40 above.
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t h i s  understanding of Thucydides and counting the A riato-
48

phanie s c h o l i a s t ’ s statement in c lu s iv e ly ,  must p lace  Kle- 

on's death in Boedromlon, 422/1 B. G., for quite obviously  

the Athenian general could not have perished i n M etageit­

n lon , the very month in  whieh he l e f t  the c ity *  But to  

place Kleon’ a death as la te  as Boedromion M eritt Is forced  

to make 422/1  In terca lary , The crux of the problem, there­

fo r e ,  c le a r ly  l i e s  in  the actu a l words o f  Thucydides, upon 

the meaning of which a l l l e l s e  depends. I now propose to  

reconsider the evidence o f  Thucydides which has led  c r i t i c s  

to  accept the Pythian games as the terminus post quern for 

Kleon’ s departure from Athens.

Thucydides s t a t e s ^  that Kleon l e f t  Athens

exexeiptap. This EKexeiptap takes us back to the opening
50 « » »sentence of the book, whieh reads as fo llow s: top 6 t n i -

YiYPOjJ-tpoP 0£poPs, a t  p^p feptafcatot o*cop6a\ 8 ie X£Xppto

M-exP*- Hp QCwp «a\ ep -rff e x e ^ e ip ta  *A0riPatoi AtjXtoPs aP -
eaTTjaap. This passage has o ften  proved d i f f i c u l t  to ed ito rs

51
and tr a n s la to r s .  The Loeb ed ito r  renders: "The next sum­

mer the y ea r’ s truce continued t i l l ,  and ended w ith , the  

Pythian games." In a foo tn o te , however, there Is o f fe red  a

48 . S ch o lia s t  to Pax 48. See note 26, p . 4© above.

4 9 .  5. 2 , 1.
50. 5 . 1* 1.

51. C. Forster Smith, v o l .  3, p. 3*
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v ariant, o f  which the ed itor does not approve: MThe next 

summer the one year's  truce was ended and the war was re ­

newed u n t i l  the Pythian games.*' Jowett agrees with the
52f i r s t  in terp reta t ion  and M eritt fo llow s him in extending  

the truce to  the time o f  the P y th la . Thus the exexetpta  

becomes the holy truce o f  the Pythian games. This the Loeb 

e d ito r  c a l l s  the natural in terp re ta t io n  o f  the Greek, a 

statement open to ser iou s doubt.

I f ,  however, the phrases ep vfj £xexetpta suid p,£T& 

ttI|P exexeipiaP re fe r  back to the epio&oioi cmopSat, then 

Kleon i s  represented as having l e f t  Athens a f te r  the o f f i c ­

i a l  term ination of the truee , sometime a f te r  Elaphebollon  

14,53 4 2 3 / 2  B* G. This terminus post quem for the departure 

o f  Kleon i s  e a r l ie r  by about f iv e  months than that already  

mentioned, the Pythian f e s t i v a l  o f  422 B . C .

To me i t  seems im possible that the word exexetp ta ,  

in  i t s  present context, could be used o f  the holy tru ce .  

There i s  c e r ta in ly  ho such in d ica t io n  in  the te x t  o f  Thucy­

d id es , and i t  would be p e r fe c t ly  reasonable to expect one,
54in  accordance with h is  regu la i custom. I f  Kleon r e a l ly

52. Ath. C a l. , 114.

53. Thuc. 4 .  118* 12.

5 4 . Whenever Thucydides w rites o f  a holy tru ce , In ex is ten ce  

for  the duration of one of the great f e s t i v a l s ,  he a lfa y s  

d esign ates  i t  as such. He never uses <JJtOP§a\ or exexEipta.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



l e f t  the c i t y  a f t e f  the P y th la , then one would expect that

fa e t  to be stated d e f in i t e ly ,  as i t  i s  elsewhere, when the
55

h is to r ia n  uses such chron olog ica l in d ic a t io n s .

ab so lu te ly  to mean a holy tru ce . Of. 5* 49 . 1-3 where an 

account i s  given of the d ispute between Sparta and E l i s  

which arose as the d ir e c t  r e s u l t  o f an a lleg ed  v io la t io n  o f  

the Olympic truce o f  420 B. G* Here, i t  i s  true, o«ov6as 

and OTTtovSats are found without q u a l i f ic a t io n  but not before  

the author has Introduced the to p ic  by ei> ra ts  ’OXupjuaKats 

o«oi»6afs; and the holy  truce i s  the very point at is s u e ,  

hence the unqualified  use o f  the word. Of. a lso  8 . 9« 1 ras 

’ Io9fxid8as a*ou5as; 8 . 10. 1 f a  "IdQiJUa eyii>£To Ka\ o£ 

*A6r|va7ok ( ew'nYY&XQ'naav yap a£ awovdat) eGewpouv es auta.

B alone o f  the mss. g iv e s  at OJiovSat in  t h i s  passage and Is  
supported by P. Oxy. 1247 (The Qxyrhynchus Papyri X [London, 

Egyptian Exploration Fund, 1914] , p. 127). I f  a t onou8a\ 

i s  accepted, the context i s  q u ite  s u f f ic ie n t  to q u a lify  the 

noun. Thucydides uses both words, exexetpta and cwotfSat^ 

Interehangably of m ilita ry  and holy truces;  c f .  5• 49 . 1-3 

(holy) and 4 ,  123- 1 ( m i l i ta r y ) .

55. Thucydides appears to have employed the great P anhellen ic  

f e s t i v a l s  as chronological pegs. The fo llo w in g , a l l  h is  r e f ­

erences to the games, w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  h is  usage: 5* 47* 10

•rpictxovTa ^jiepas xpo *0\U|intfi)V, 5 . 49. 1 *0X$|irtta 5*
*•

e y l v e t o . . .et> rat's ‘OXvpwiaxais a«ov8ats, 5. 50. 5 y.zxh.
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T his, I hope, c l a r i f i e s  Thucydides' usage and the  

meaning of exaxsipia* We can now study the passage from 

another point of view, namely, can the Greek words 6ta\!$a) 

and bear the s tr a in  put upon them by the in terp re ­

ta t io n  which we are here challenging?

The word fiSxP  ̂ means ”u n t i l ” and can quite properly  

be used o f  time* In passing l e t  us observe that the trans­

la t io n  disputed makes fi^XP1 ®ean " u n til  a f t e r ,” and for  

t h i s  I can find no au th ority . Or perhaps the commentators 

take for granted a JepofJiT)vfa. which i s  not mentioned by

( a l l  the foregoing re fer  to  the Olympic f e s t i ­

v a l  o f 420 B. C .); 3. 8. 1 5% *0X.upjti&s, 3 , 8 . 2 \itxh

t V  lopr^v ( f e s t i v a l  o f 428); 8* 9* 1 «p\p -rbt " IaS fiia .. .  

rets *Io9p.ta6as a%ouSas, 8 . 10. 1 -ra Mlcr0|j.ia ertYuero, 8,

10. 2 (jtera Tip loprnr (Isthmian ce leb ra tion  o f  4 1 2 ) .  Thucy 

dides does not mention the Nemean games and the passageuua- 

der d iscu ss io n  contains h is  only a l lu s io n  to the P y th la . I f  

he had meant ”a f te r  the Pyth la11 here, he would su re ly  have 

w ritten  jjtera rh OuSta or jiera ri r̂ £oprf)u, for t h i s  was 

h is  regular custom in  dealing with the f e s t i v a l s ;  he a n ti­

c ip a tes  the ce leb ra tio n , then records i t s  actua l occurr­

ence, and f in a l ly  w r ites  down what took place a f te r  the 

f e s t i v a l .  Gf. 5* 75. 2 and 5 . 76. 1 for h is  s im ilar  t r e a t ­

ment of the Karneia*
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Thucydides; but th is  i s  far too d i f f i c u l t .

The verb StaAfko means ”to put an end t o , ” ”to part 

asunder,” ”to break o f f , ” and i s  equivalent to the Latin  

d ls s o lv e r e , d lrlm ere. A l l  derived  senses o f  the verb can 

be traced back to t h i s  o r ig in a l  meaning. So a i  onov8a\ 

6ieXeXuvTo must be rendered ”the truce had come to  an

end.” The whole c lause  cu net). . .Ilu0i&)i? can mean only  
"the yearIs truce had been broken o f f  and remained so un­

t i l  the time of the Pythian games” - - - t h e  natural and 

l o g ic a l  in te rp re ta t io n . I t  fo llo w s that from the end of  

the truce ( Elaphebollon, 425/2) to the beginning o f  the 

Pythla (M etageitnlon, 422/1) there  e x is te d  a s ta te  o f  war, 

terminated by another ce ssa t io n  of h o s t i l i t i e s ,  a holy  

tru ce , la s t in g  for the duration o f  the f e s t i v a l .  The f e s ­

t i v a l  over, the s ta te  o f  war resumed*

The c h ie f  d i f f i c u l t y ,  apparently, the reason for  e -  

volving from the passage a meaning ex a c tly  contrary to  

that intended by Thucydides, l i e s  in  the fa c t  that a plu­

p erfec t  (SteXeXuv'to) i s  immediately follow ed by an aor- 

i s t  (dveoTTioav).

Now the p erfec t  stem of  a Greek verb denotes action  

completed with permanent r e s u l t .  So the p lu p er fec t ,  the 

past or secondary tense of the p erfect system, presents  

a ct io n  in  the past, the e f f e c t s  o f  which continued. As an 

in stan ce , TivQ̂ Ket, means ”had bloomed and was in  f lo w er ,” 

a past action  continuing with more or l e s s  permanent re**
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s u i t . SieXlXvrro Ilv0ta)r,57 then, Im plies th a t
th® true® had come to an end and remained a t an end u n t il

the time ©f the Pythian games.

Again, the p lup erfect may be employed when an action  

occurred in  th© past s© immediately or suddenly th a t  i t  

happened a t  almost th© same time as another an ter ior  ac-

t lo n .  The a o r l s t ,  on the other hand, merely denotes the
5 a

occurrence of past a c t io n . In view o f  these  sev era l con­

s id era tio n s  I suggest that the opening o f  the f i f t h  book 

o f  Thucydides should be construed as fo llow s: "in the f o l ­

lowing summer the y ea r ’ s true® was broken o f f  and remained 

at an end u n t i l  the Pythian f e s t iv a l ;  and (immediately pro- 

ceding the end o f  the truce) during the true® the Athenians 

had e x p e l l e d . . . ."  Thucydides opens by mentioning the end o f  

the tru ce , the r e a l ly  ImpoBtant event o f  the spring , then  

re tra ces  h is  steps momentarily to  Include in  h is  account

56. Smyth, op. c l t . ( s e e  note 36, p. 45 above), 1852 b, 1952.

5T* Cf ♦ Thuc. 4 . 2 3 . 1 for a s im ilar  use o f  the form: a<p- 

txoh&ixov 6 e avrwv SteXlXuvro (Cobet, for  6 teX6 oim> o f  the 

mss.) euS^s at 0 «ot>6a \ at «ep\ UfcXov.

5 8 .  S m y t h ,  o p .  © it . 1 9 5 3 ;  e f .  Thuc. 4 .  4 - 7 .  1  cos 8  ̂ i m i a -  

0r)aav xa\ p.'nxau'naaiJL^ v̂ * 0  xXotov exnX&ovTes EXr)f0T|0 ai?, 

eXlXvvtS re at 0 ?tou6 a\ x a l . . . .

59* Smyth, op. c l t . 1923*
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the Athenian a c t iv i t y  on D elos , which hat s l i g h t ly  pre­

ceded th® sundering o f  th© tru ce .

I aver that the in terp re ta t io n  o f  t h i s  passage, 

q u ite  apart from chronologica l and h i s t o r ic a l  problems, 

but on purely l in g u i s t i c  grounds, must be as I have out­

l in ed  i t .  We must now f i t  our ehronology to Thucydides 

ant not succumb to the allurement o f  fo rc in g  Thucydides 

to  agree with our chronology.

I think i t  probable that in  using the phrase 

UvQUv Thucydides hat in  mint the c lause in  the truee  

whereby the Delphic sanctuary was once more thrown open

to  the Athenians.^0 Th® im plication  i s  th a t  so far during
61th e  war the Athenians hat not enjoyed t h i s  p r iv i l e g e .

A fter  the termination of the tru ce , however, both s id es  

leaned towards peaee;62 i t  i s  for th is  reason u n lik e ly

6 0 . Thuc. 4 . 118. 1 wept top tepov xal top pairretov top 

*Aw6XX&n?os top IlpQtor Soke? ‘nptu xP^MJcu tou PouX6p,ei?ov a -  

6oX&»s xal a8eSs xairb. to^s ncrrptops vop-oue.

61 . Aristophanes' a lien e e  may be s ig n i f i c a n t ,  in  view of  

Vesp. 158 f . ,  h is  only reference to Delphi:

o yap 0£&s

uaPTeuoiiluv pouxpiicfeu ep AeXcpots wove.

I t  has already been remarked th at 5* 1. 1 i s  Thucydides' 

so le  mention o f  the Pythla ( s e e  note 55, p. 54 above).

62. Thuc. 5 . 15-17.
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that any Spartan Influence a t  Delphi barred the Athenians 

from the f e s t i v a l  o f  422/1 B. C. Thucydides, th ere fo re ,  

pointed ly  r e fe r s  to  the  P y th la , t© accentuate Athenian  

p a r t i c ip a t io n .^

The terminus post quem for Kleon's departure from 

the c i t y  i s  now esta b lish ed  as Elaphebellon 14, 423 /2 ,  

Instead o f  the Pythla ®f 4 22 /1 . Kleon, th ere fo re , may have 

been general in  423 /2 , an assumption for which we have no 

other e v l ie n e e .  This lack o f  corroboration, however, i s  

in con seq u en tia l, sine© in any ease we know d e f in i t e ly  the 

names o f  only two generals for  t h i s  year, Niklas and Nik©-
£ I

s t r a t o s .  I f  Kleon was general in  423/2 then we may de-

63* Classen marks th© te x t  o f  Thuc* 5* 1* 1 corrupt and 

suggests  that the 3-reek should read, e . g . , . .  .a t fjHtv e v i -  

a $ a io i  art op 6a \ 6 t,e \i\u u T o  aXXat 6* kiterer&vqvTo M'&XPi* 

HuQtcop.... He b e l ie v e s  apparently that th© truce was pro­

longed by agreement u n t i l  the Pyth la , and r e fe r s  the eme- 

Xetpta to  t h is  further a rm ist ice .  I f ind  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to 

c r e d it  th a t  such an extension  would be d ism issed  so casual­

l y ,  to  say nothing o f  my re lu ctance to o b e l iz e  the passage, 

except as a la s t  r e s o r t .  And, granting Classen h is  t h e s i s ,  

what of the t£popir|pla ( see p. 52 above)? Cf* J .  C lassen, 

Thukydides, 3rd. e d . , rev ised  by J .  Steup (B er lin , 1912), 

note ad' l o o .

64. Thuc. 4 .  129. 2.
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duee that h is  e®mmand in  Thrae© was extended int® the  

f©Hewing year. On th© other hand, i t  i s  ju st  as p o ss ib le  

th a t  Kleon, a fter  h is  e le c t io n  to the s tr a te g ia  for  422/1 ,  

persuaded th® Athenians ( KXlwu *A9iivatous Ttetaas.. .

Thuc* 5* 2 . 1) to allow him t® depart for  the Thraeeward 

region  before the o f f i c i a l  beginning o f  h is  ter® o f  o f f i c e .  

Elaph. 14, 423/2 , i s  to  be equated with p .  VII. 3 2 ,65 a

d ate  which probably f e l l  a f te r  the © lections for th© f o l l -
66owing year . Kleon, th erefo re , at th© time when the armi­

s t i c e  ended, was in  a l l  l ik e l ih o o d  general e l e c t .

The a c t iv i t y  o f  Kleon and h is  party in  Athens at t h i s  

tim e i s  to  be c lo s e ly  connected with events in  Thrace, where

Sklone had revo lted  to  Brasidas during the tru ce . After

the fa i lu r e  o f  Kleon’ s im p e r ia l is t ic  p o l ic y ,  which f in a l ly
68earn® to g r i e f  at D elion , the v ic to r  o f  Pylos was in  i l l

69i»epute a t  Athens. The r e v o lt  o f  Sklone and th® fa i lu r e

65 . M eritt , A. F. P . ,  176.

66. A r is to t le ,  *A9. HoA. 44. 4.

67. Thue. 4 . 120. 1; 122. 3*

68. Winter, 424/3 B. C. (Thuc. 4 .  89 f f . ) .

69• For a convincing an a lys is  o f  Kleon’ s p o s it io n  in  Athens 

during t h i s  period see West and M eritt, "Cleon's Aaphlpol- 

i ta n  Campaign and the Assessment L ist  o f  421," A. J .  A. 

xx ix  (1925), 59-69; see p a r t icu la r ly  59*62. Kleon’ s f a l l  

fro® favour and the odium which h is  p o licy  was su ffer in g
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©f Athens to recover th© town immediately gave Kleon h is

g rea t chance to  recuperate h is  s l ip p in g  fo r tu n es . I t  was
70 uKleon who urged the Athenians t© destroy Sklone, "pos­

ing henceforward as an ardent advocate o f  im perial do-
71fens© aga in st B ra s id a s ," '

Waving the banner o f  P e r ik le s ,  Kleon gradually  re­

gained h is  lo s t  p r e s t ig e  and was e lec ted  s tra tegos  in  the  

spring ©f 422, In the meantime the s ie g e  e f  Sklone had

dragged on, the Athenian operations in  Thrace aga in st
7 2Brasidas having proved in e f f e c t u a l .  The stage was se t

p e r fe c t ly  for Kleon. He was general e l e c t ,  the Athenians
73were worried about Sklone and th e ir  Thraeeward empire;

in  423 make i t  u n lik e ly  that he was s tra tegos  for that  

year . Therefore the second in te r p r e ta t io n  advocated in  the  

body o f  t h i s  paper i s  probably the true one.

7 0 . Thuc. 4 . 122. 6 KXIcopos rv&fi'n *t£t©0£VT£8. Note the  

use o f  netOo) and c f . 5* 2. 1.

71 . West and M eritt, op. c l t . ( see note 69, p. 59 above),

61.

72 . Operations aga inst the r e b e l l io u s  Sklone began In the 

summer o f  423, probably at the beginning o f  the Athenian  

year 423/2 (Thue. 4 .  129). Th© town was not f in a l ly  taken 

u n t i l  the summer o f  421 B. 0 .  (Thue. 5* 32. 1 ) .

73 . At the Lenala o f  Gamelion, 423/2 , Aristophanes * Tespae
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her# was the grand chance for the v le to r  o f  Pylos to  play

In fhrao© the part he had so s u c c e s s fu l ly  performed at
7 4

P y lo s ,  the seen© o f  h is  g r e a te s t  triumph. The p a r a l le l ­

ism o f  the tw® s itu a t io n s  Is  s tr ik ing*  A l l  that remained 

was for Kleon to persuade the Athenians t® send him

Thrae©wards without w aiting for  th© new s tr a te g le  year----

and Pyles was h is  precedent. He eould po int to h is  high­

l y  sa t is fa c to r y  term ination o f  the P yles  campaign, when 

he had a c tu a lly  f u l f i l l e d  h is  mad promise;^-3 from th© 

point o f  view o f  the Athenians, Kleon’ s bravade had turn­

ed out advantageously enee, why not again? KXictfU 

*A9r|i>atous netaas es rh e*\ ©p^Ktjs fcwpta e^lnX euae... 

(Thu®. 5 . 2 . 1 ) .

I f  t h i s  i s  the tru th , then th© whele incid en t has 

th e  Kleon touch, fam iliar  t® us from the Pylos ep isod e,  

where Thucydides t r e a t s  events In some d e t a i l ;  and the

was produced. That the lengthy s iege  or Sklone was a by­

word in  Athens t h i s  spring i s  suggested by l in e s  209 f*t

Ai*  ̂ p,oi KperrTor “H? 

rripetp 2ki&vt|i? a r t !  rofirov to!5 narpSs.

7 4 . For Kleon ana Pylos see Thu©. 4 . 27-39.

75. Thuc. 4 .  39. 3 xa\ -roB KX t̂euos natnep pn.tiw6rjs ouoa ^
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76
verb ?te 100.8 assumes a new s ig n if ic a n c e .

I t  does not fo llow  that Kleon l e f t  Athens immediate­

l y  a f te r  h is  e le c t io n .  He was forced to win over the Athen­

ia n s ,  to await the end o f  the truce and to obtain the nec­

essary troops, money and su p p lie s .  Thucydides does not sug­

g e s t  h a s te  he merely w rites  ig tnhevoe  per& ttju enexctptav

(th ere  i s  no £U0&s), We know from the l o g i s t a i  in sc r ip t io n
77

that a payment o f  one hundred ta le n ts  was made by the

treasurers  o f  Athena P o lia s  t h is  year on P. V III. 25, a

c o n c i l ia r  date which may be equated with Mounlchlon 15, one

month a f te r  the arm istice  had come to an end. This sum i s  
78

s u ita b le  for an expedition  such as that o f  Kleon and the

season i s  opportune for the opening of m il i ta r y  operations;

should we assign  t h i s  payment to Kleon for  h is  campaign in  
79

Thrace? In any case we may assume that Kleon l e f t  Athens

76. Gf. note 70, p. 60 above.
2

77. I .  0. 1 . 324. 43 f . ;  M eritt , A. F. P. .  139.
2

78. The payment o f  about e ighteen  ta le n ts  ( I .G . 1 . 324. 

44-46; M eritt , lo o ,  c l t . ) made on P. X. 3 (S k lr . 6 ) ,  a l  

though p o ss ib le ,  i s  not equally  su ita b le .  I t  Is  rather  

small and I t  dates nearly three months a f te r  the end o f  

the truce.

79. But see Wade-Gery and M eritt , "Pylos and the A ssess­

ment o f  Tribute," A. J. P. ,  l v l l  (1936), 378 f .  In w r it -
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some time before h is  le g a l  term o f o f f i c e  la eg an, p o ss ib ly

la t e  in  Mounlehlon, 423/2 B. C.

I t  w i l l  be r e c a l le d  th a t  the Aristophanic s c h o l ia s t  
80p la ces  Kleon's death in  M etageitnlon ©r Hekatombaion, 

'according as we count in c lu s iv e ly  or e x c lu s iv e ly  (reckon­

ing 422/1 as ord in ary). We know from Thucydides th at  the

b a t t le  o f  Amphipolis was fought when summer was on the
81 \ wane. E icon 's  death, th e re fo re , must be assigned to

y
M etageitn lon . This f i t s  w ell  enough with Thucydides* seas­

on al d atin g , for summer can draw to a el®a© over a period  

o f  two or three weeks or more. When Thucydides w r ite s  tb 

©Ipos ereXefjra he means that the campaigning season was

lng o f  the payment ©f one hundred ta le n ts  made in  426/5  

Wade-G-ery and M eritt remark M. . . t h e  payment I t s e l f  was 

merely part o f  the routine borrowing by the s ta te  from 

the treasure of Athena P o l ia s .  We know that s im ilar  loans 

©f one hundred ta le n t s  were made in  the spring o f  424, o f  

423, and o f  422. There would doubtless fcave been the same 

loan of on© hundred ta le n ts  in  425 with or without Eury- 

medon's e x p e d i t io n . . . ."

80 . See not© 26, p. 40 above. Meritt, @f course, consid­

ering  422/1  in terea la ry , p laces  Kleon* s death in  Boedrom­

lon  ( s e e  pp. 40, 51 above).

81. Thuc. 5 . 12.
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almost over; h© has no in te n t io n  o f  in d ica t in g  a f ix e d  c iv ­

i l  date , though the la t t e r  would tend to  f a l l  about the 

same time each year. Thus, i f  m ilita ry  operations con­

cluded in  any year somewhat e a r l ie r  than usual, h i s  chron­

o lo g ic a l  d ism issa l i s  s t i l l  xai to 0epos e T e X d n a . . . .  the
82summer was drawing to a c lo s e .

Kleon then l e f t  Athens, l e t  us say, la t e  in  Mounich- 

lon  and died la  the fo llow ing  M etageitnlon, a f te r  an ab­

sence from Athens o f  about three months. Of Kleon1s f u l l  

a c t iv i t y  in  Thrace we cannot be sure for  Thucydides prob-
QTC

ably n e g le c ts  to  t e l l  the complete s to ry . J I t  does not

82 . I t  should be noted that in  the c lause rb  Qepos eTeXdJra 

the verb i s  in  the imperfect ten se  and must be tra n s la ted  

“the summer was drawing to a c l o s e , u to denote a gradual 

process over a period o f  tim e. The Loeb rendering ( “and so 

the summer ended”) i s  in co r rec t .  J ew ett 's  “and so the  

summer came to an end" i s  a t l e a s t  ambiguous, s in ce  i t  

makes no d is t in c t io n  between a o r is t  and Imperfect* Thucydid­

es never used the a o r is t  eTeXdj-rnoev with t o  Gepos. I hop© 

even tu a lly  to make a sp ec ia l  study o f  th ese  chronologica l  

tags  of Thucydides.

83. See M eritt and West, ©p. c l t . ( see  note 69, p . 59 a- 

b o v e) , for a reconstruction  based on the assessment o f  

421 B. G.
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see® t© me th at three m©nths i s  an overlong period t© a s-
84sig n  t© the campaign in  Thrace.

f*  The Two F ir s t  S ecre ta r ie s

Ind isputab le epigraphic evidence can be c ite d  t© 

prove th a t in  the arehonship o f  A r is tlo n , 421/0 B. C», 

there were tw© f i r s t  s e c r e ta r ie s  to  the boule at Athens. 

D if f ic u l ty  a r ise s  when an attempt i s  made t© f i t  th e ir  

terms ©f o f f ic e  Into the c o n e ilia r  calendar.
p

I .  0 . 1 . 311 i s  a record o f r e c e ip ts  for the f i r s t
85f r u it s  from E leu sls ;  i t s  f i r s t  preserved entry i s  dated

84. There i s  always the p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t the Delphi© Bou-  

k a tlo s  did not correspond to th e Athenian M etageltn len  

t h i s  year. Further, one must not overlook the adm itted  

fa c t  that the s c h o lia s t  to  A ristophanes i s  not an I n f a l l -  

ib le  sou rce. These u n c e r ta in t ie s , however, should not a f­

f e c t  the a n a ly s is  o f  Thucydides which I have developed  

here; and i t  i s  upon Thucydides, our b e s t  source, th a t we 

should b u ild .

85. I reproduce the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the in sc r ip tio n  as i t  i s  

printed  in  the Corpus ( e d lt lo  minor} . I t  i s  w r itten  s to lc h -  

eden, w ith  th ir ty -tw o  le t t e r s  to  the lin e :
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in  the c i v i l  year in  which A r is t ie n  was arehon ant the  

e o n e ilia r  year in  which P repis was f i r s t  secretary  ( l in e  

® f *)* I » (j « l 2 * 370 unquestionably belongs to the f i f t h  

prytany, in  the archonship o f  A r is tio n  but during the
86boule for which Menekles was f i r s t  secretary  ( l in e  5 f . ) .  

Now the obvious conclusion  to  be drawn from the two ln -  

se r ip tlo n s  i s  that P repis r e a l ly  held o f f i c e  in  the f i r s t  

prytany o f  the c o n o ilia r  year 4 2 2 /1 , which overlapped the 

c i v i l  year ©f A r is t io n , 421/0; and th a t Menekles entered  

o f f ic e  w ith  the boule o f  4 2 1 /0 , which functioned during

1. cexd t? 8 poXSs, Aei . . . 7 . . .  (icpoTos) eYpa|ipaTet>e, 3

c£k' *AA.Kato apxo^To s , enio-raTai 'EX£U0 i r - 3 

c6devf Aotoi fiX oofparos Ku6a0ewaiebs3 

c£Ypa!i.pdTeue, KapeS&x^auTo napd Ai£po-3

5 . cx o io r 3 *IXeuatcut ...19........ . 3

e*a \ 3 x a v v ap x S v ro v , cd py$p tov  ana r 5  a t r o j  

ct S 3s  d itapxes r o t v  c8 e o ty  £«\ t £ s 3

c3 o \ 3S s ,  h e  1 H p i m s  n cpoTos Irpapp& TEue, e - 3 

CJt’ *Ap3 t a - r fo c v jo s  apxovT os, e n c iar& ra i  , EXeu- 3

10. cOrtu386£v, ktX.
286* See a lso  I* Q. 1 . 220 where Menekles i s  to  be r e s ­

tored  in  the p r e sc r ip t , l in e  2 ( e f .  West xol M eritt , *0

$opoX.OYi*&8 Ka-rdXoYOs ro V  421-0 , *A oy. *Eq>.  1924, 48; 

l e r l t t ,  Ath. S a l . ,  113*
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the major part o f A r is t io n 's  arehonship. A glance a t my 

calendar (p . 42 above) w i l l  show th a t, w ith  422/1  r e s to r ­

ed as ord inary, the f i r s t  day o f  the e o n e ilia r  year 421/0  

i s  equated w ith Hekatombalon 22; th is  was la te r  adjusted  

to  Hekatombalon 23 (p* 49 above). In other words, the la s t  

twenty-two days o f the e o n e ilia r  422/1 f e l l  during the 

e l v l l  year 421/0; th a t la ,  the demands o f  the epigraph!©  

evidence are s a t i s f ie d .

M erltt, however, re sto r in g  422/1 as in te r c a la r y ,  

equates P . I .  1, 4 2 1 /0 , with Skirophorlon 22, 422/1  B. 0.®^ 

I t  fo llow s th a t, according t® M er ltt 's  scheme, P rep is  and 

Menekles must both have been f i r s t  s e c r e ta r ie s  for  the  

same b o u le , 4 2 1 /0 . The epigraph!© evidence, then, must be
go

explained  away. I t  i s  M e r itt 's  view th a t P repis e ith e r  

died  or was forced to  r e s ig n , for some reason or o th er , 

ea r ly  in  the f i r s t  prytany. The e o n e ilia r  year now became 

th a t o f Menekles, the successor to p r e p is .

A further o b jectio n  advanced by M erltt i s  th a t , i f  i 

P rep is was f i r s t  secretary  for 4 2 2 /1 , then we have no re­

ce ip t#  for the f i r s t  f r u it s  from E leu sis  fe r  4 2 1 /0 , sin ce  

in  the in sc r ip tio n  the year 420/19 fo llo w s immediately 

upon the year for which Prepis was eponymous se cre ta ry .

87 . A. P . P . ,  176, 178.

88. Ath. G a l., 112-114.
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F in a lly , M eritt b e lie v e s  th a t , even i f  P rep is d i l  

h o lt  o f f ic e  for the e o n e ilia r  4 2 2 /1 , we should expect t© 

fin d  him dated ( in  l in e  8 f . )  along w ith the archon for  

th a t year and not w ith  A r is tio n , archon in  the fo llo w in g  

year; t h is  d esp ite  the overlapping o f the e o n e ilia r  422/1  

and the c i v i l  4 21 /0 .

I t  may be sa id  in  rep ly  t© M eritt’ s f i r s t  p o in t that 

th e  f i r s t  se c r e ta r ie s  ©f the Athenian boule a t t h is  period 

were eponymous. I t  seems to  me, th ere fo re , that even i f  

P r e p is ’ term o f o f f ic e  la sted  for only a few days, i f  he 

died  or resign ed , the e o n e ilia r  year would n ev er th e less  

have continued to bear h is  name, even a f te r  Menekles re­

p laced him. Two eponymous se c r e ta r ie s  for  the same year 

would have aided unnecessary confusion  to  an already com­

p lica ted  system o f d a tin g .

In the second p lace , i t  should be remembered that
pI . Q, l  . 311, in  the sec tio n  which concerns u s, i s  ex­

trem ely fragmentary (s e e  the t e x t ,  note 85, p. 66 above). 

The entry or e n tr ie s  ( fo r ,  so far as one can judge from 

the Corpus, there i s  no ce r ta in ty  that the account began 

in  422/1) above th a t for the arehonship o f  A r is tio n  are 

m issin g , except for a word or two, though a re s to ra tio n  i s  

attempted in  the Corpus. The previous en try , however, may 

w ell have been dated in  the year o f P rep is , but in  the ar­

ehonship o f A lk a ios, 422/1 B. C. I f  the payments recorded
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in  th is  in sc r ip tio n  were made reg u la r ly , in  Hekatombalon 

©f eaen year, then they may be tabled as fo llow s ( I  assume 

th a t the re sto ra tio n  in  the Corpus i s  in  general c o r r e o t): 

Archon C iv il  Payment Date Cone11. F ir s t  S ecretary

A lkaios 422/1 A fter  Hek. 9 89 422/1  P repis ( l in e  1)

A r is tio n  421/0 Hek. 1-22 422/1 P repis (8)

A styp h ilo s 420/19 A fter  Hek. 3 420/19 Charinos (15)

Archlas 419/8  A fter  Hek. 15 419/8  9 -------- (22)
I f  th is  graphic rep resen ta tion  i s  r ig h t , then i t  i s  c lear  

th a t the annual payments were made q u ite  reg u la r ly  each 

year; there was no om ission o f  a due in sta lm ent, d esp ite  

th e  fa c t  th a t two e n tr ie s  happened to  f a l l  in  the one con* 

c i l i a r  year 422/1 and none in  the e o n e ilia r  4 2 1 /0 . I f  we 

are to  accept the opening l in e s  o f  the document, as sup­

plemented in  the Corpus, we must a lso  re s to r e  the name
90

Ilpbtts in  l in e  1. I t  i s  perhaps unsafe to  deduce from 

th e  chart th a t the payments, i f  made on a d e f in i te  day

8 9 . The d a t e  o f  p ay m en t,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  g o v e rn e d  by  t h e  day  

on w hich  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  new e o n e i l i a r  y e a r  f e l l .  See 

my c a l e n d a r ,  p .  42 a b o v e ,  f o r  422/1  and 421/©; and M e r l t t ,  

A. F .  P . ,  176 f o r  420/19 and 4 1 9 /8 .

9 0 . I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t ,  even  i f  t h e  C orpus r e s t o r a t i o n  i s  

n e a r l y  c o r r e c t ,  t h e r e  i s  some i r r e g u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

l i n e .  The Corpus e d i t o r  ( H i l l e r  von G aertr in gen )  assum es
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each year, f e l l  between Hek. 15 and Hek. 22, seme ten  days

t h a t  t h e  word rtpoto^w as o m i t t e d  by  e r r o r ; t h i s  l e a v e s  sev ­

e n  l e t t e r  sp a c e s  f o r  t h e  name o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y .  But

Uplrtts i s  one le t t e r  too short w hile the f i r s t  secretary
2fo r  the preceding year, Demetrios ( I .  Q-. 1 . 324, l in e  37; 

M e ritt , A. F. D. , 139), i s  ob viously  out o f the q u estion . 

Some adjustment must th erefore be made. Perhaps we can r e s ­

to re  e-n \ in  l in e s  1 and 2 in  place of in* ( l in e  2 );  thus 

we place an extra  le t t e r  in  the f i r s t  l in e  where nplw is  

new f i t s  the requirements o f  the sto n e . Yet in  every ether  

in stan ce in  th is  In scr ip tio n  i s  e lid e d  before a follow ­

in g  vowel ( l in e s  9 , 15, 2 2 ). N ev erth e less , i t  i s  f a ir  to  

c i t e  the fa e t  that the e l i s io n  o f  KOtpabefore h i t p o n o io v  

in  lin e  11 (where the re s to ra tio n  i s  eerta in ) i s  contrary  

to  the usage or the document ( s e e  l in e s  A, 18, 2 5 ) . From 

t h is  i t  would appear that the usage i s  not a b so lu te ly  reg­

u la r , and the h ia tu s *AX.nato in  l in e s  1 and 2 i s  not

im p o ssib le . On the other hand i t  may be th a t there was
2

some i n t r o d u c t o r y  fo rm u la  t o  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  ( e f .  I . Q« 1 . 

313) ;  i n  t h a t  c a s e  t h e r e  would be no o b j e c t i o n  a t  a l l  to  

t h e  p re s u m p tio n  t h a t  a  payment was made e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r  

o f  P r e p i s ,  4 2 2 /1 .  I t  would b e  e q u a l l y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h a t  

p ay m en t,  i f  i t  f e l l  b e fo r e  j j e k . 1 0 , 4 2 2 /1 ,  t o  have  been  

made d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e o n e i l i a r  y e a r ,  4 2 3 /2 ,  w n ie h  o v e r -
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b e f o r e  t h e  P a n a th e n a ia  ana t n e  o e g in n ln g  ©f t h e  new f i n a n ­

c i a l  y e a r .

F in a lly , the very reason for the double h atin g  o f At­

t i c  in sc r ip tio n s  a t th is  epoch i s  to  b© found in  the fa c t  

th a t the c i v i l  and e o n e ilia r  years were not coterm inous.

B a t  M e r l t t ,  whd i n  h i s  A tn e n la n  C a le n d a r  c o n v in c in g l y  and 

c o n c l u s i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  f i r s t  ad v an c ed  by
q i

K e ll, appears to me to  break i t  when he affirm s th a t, i f  

P rep is was secretary  for 4 2 2 /1 , the archon for th a t year, 

A lkaios (n o t A r is tio n  o f  4 2 1 /0 ) , should have been c ite d  in  

th e  p r e sc r ip t . I f  th is  were th e  case, th ere  would have been 

no reason for tne double d a tin g , which ex is te d  for  ju st  

such con tin gen cies as t h i s .  Arcnon and f i r s t  secreta ry  did  

n ot hold o f f ic e  concurrently , and Prepis* e o n e ilia r  year 

s t i l l  had twenty-two days to run wnen A r is tio n  assumed o f ­

f i c e  for the c i v i l  year 4 2 1 /0 . Phe two d a tes were e n t ir e ly  

separate and so we observe th a t by e o n e il ia r  (or  f in a n c ia l)  

d a tin g , the second payment o f  I .  § . 1^. 311 occurred in the  

year o f P re p is , w hile by c i v i l  dating (added for p rec isio n )  

th e year was that o f  the archon A r is t io n . The c lea r  cut 

d is t in c t io n  between the two forms o f d atin g  i s  a l l  import­

a n t. Each i s  correct according to i t s  own system, even

lapped the c i v i l  422/1  (see  ta b le , p . 42 above).

9 1 . See b ibliography in  M eritt, Ath. C al. , 129*
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tn o u g n  p r e p i s ’ te rm  o r  o r r i c e  e x p i r e e  i n  a few d a y s .

Hot t o  r e g a r d  t n e  e p ig r a p n ie  e v iu e n e e  a s  a u t h e n t i c  

i s  t o  d i s d a i n  tn e  g i r t s  o f  p r o v id e n c e .  A c a l e n d a r  scneme 

w tiien  maxes i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  i g n o r e  o r  e x p l a i n  away wiiat 

am ounts  t© a c o n te m p o ra ry  w i t n e s s  e a n n o t  oe r i g h t ;  and  

t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  form  o u r  m ost xe iia to l©  g u i d e .  O n ly  an  o r ­

d i n a r y  4 2 2 /1  s u i t s  t n e  e v id e n c e  01  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s .

V I • A r i s to p h a n e s  and  tn e  C a le n d a r

I f  t h e  y e a r  4 2 2 /1  i s  r e s t o r e d  a s  o r d i n a r y  t h e  com­

p l a i n t s  o f  t h e  g o d s ,  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  toy A r i s t o p h a n e s ,  ean  

toe v iew ed  i n  a  new l i g h t .  I  q u o te  th e  o i o u d s , tolto f f . s  

615. aXXa r* eu Spar (p tja tr . ufxae 8* o rx  d y e i r  r d s  ^p&pa

ovdtv  op0!os, aXX* a r t)  -re x a \  x&tw kuSoiS ow ar, 

ware dw EiX etr qpT^atr a u r ^  -robs 0 e o ^ s  ^ x d o ro te  

■nrtx* d r  Tjreuo0S>oi S e tw ro u , x d l  d w to a i r  o tx a S e  

“tt^s eoprffs \3) T rx d tv e s  navb, XSyor r « r  ‘np.epSr.

620. xa0*, drar 0$eir Sf-fl, crrpeSXouTe xdl 6 i k & £ e t e .

woXXaxts 6* dySrvwr vSr 0eSr awaavtar,

^rtx* dr wer0Sp.er  ̂ rbr M^ror*  ̂ Sapw^Sora, 

awlrSc©* rp ets  xdl yeXa't’ , ar0* <3r Xax&r ‘YwSpBoXo 

t^tes icpoM-rriporetr xat &wet8* dqp* “npxSr rffir 9eSr 

625. vbr aviq)aror d<f>$pf8T), pnXXor yap 00X0)8 e to era i

xavd SeX^rtir <rs dye i t  XP̂ I T(̂  Btou v&s %ifpas.
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From 425/4 t.o 422/1  In c lu s iv e  tnere uau oeam no in** 

te r c a la t io n  at Athens, a lapse which o f  i t s e l f  would have 

been s u f f ic ie n t  to throw the calendar out o f  norm by a 

month. I b e lie v e  th a t A ristophanes, in  the Clouds, was 

c r i t i c iz in g  th is  error ju st as much as the discrepancy o f  

a few days, whieh we know e x is te d  at t h is  tim e, in  r e la t -
Q O

Ion to  the true lunar month.

We know that the Clouds, although f i r s t  produced at

92. Thucydides' d ates for the sign in g  o f the a rm istice  and 

th e  peaee are s u f f ic ie n t  evidence (see  p . 39 above; M erltt, 

A. F. P. ,  148-150). There may Also be some s ig n if ic a n c e  in  

th e fa c t  th a t Demosthenes m isca lcu la ted  h is  a ss ig n a tio n  

w ith  Hippokrates In the w inter o f 424/3 by a few days (Thu©. 

4 .  89. 1 . .  .yeuojitu'ns Siaixaprfas t8p rjpepSu i s  &b e6ei 

afi^orlpous CTp&TeOetr.. . ) .  Again, there was a d isp u te , 

whieh may be traced to  calendar ir r e g u la r it ie s ,  over the r e ­

v o lt  o f sk ione in  the spring o f  423 B. C .; the Athenians 

claim ed th a t at the time o f the r e v o lt  the truce had already  

been sign ed , whereas B rasidas' defense was that Skione came 

over to  him before the sign in g  o f the a rm istice  (Thus. 4 . 

3*22. 3-6 ’ApiarSrpujios.. .ZHiopafous 6 ataQop-^os Ik Xoyicf- 
(jtou tSSp ^p,epSu oxi {krtepov aflpecrrnKoiep.. .Bpaotbas avT- 

iXeye «oXXa, css wpo'fepor. . .  e ix c   ̂ aXt^0eCa wep\ vtjs arto- 

ov&oecss 'p o i ’AQ^paTot eSiKatoup* 8$o y&p ‘nii^Pdts

^a-repop cotiax^oap ot ZkiopclToi)*
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the Great D lonysia In E laphebollon, 4 2 4 /3 , was la te r  re ­

v ise #  and in  I t s  present form contains re feren ces dating
93a t le a s t  as la te  as 421. We are n et, however, in  a pos­

it io n  to decide how much o f  the p lay, as i t  stands now,
94 95b e lo n g s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n .  M e r l t t  would a s s i g n  

t h e  q u o te d  p a s sa g e  to  t h e  f i r s t  p r o d u c t i o n  and r e f e r  th e  

c o m p la in t s  t o  c a l e n d a r  I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  423 B. C., c o r r o ­

b o r a t e d  by T h u c y d id e s '  d a t e s  f o r  t h e  a r m i s t i c e  o f  423 and 

t h e  p eace  o f  421. HI se e  no e s c a p e  from t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  

t h a t  i n  e i t h e r  A th e n s  o r  S p a r t a ,  o r  i n  b o t h ,  t h e  a c t u a l  

c i v i l  y e a r  showed v a r i a t i o n s  from  th e  a s t r o n o m i c a l  l u n a r  

y e a r .  The d iv e r g e n c e  i s  most p ro nou nced  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

4 2 3 . W ith  M e r l t t ' s  f i r s t  s e n te n c e  I f u l l y  a g r e e ,  b u t  I 

c a n n o t  c o n v in c e  m y s e l f  t h a t  t h e  d iv e r g e n c e  i s  any  more p r o -

93* In Clouds 553 there i s  a  reference to  the Marikas of 

E u p o lis . The sc h o lia s t  ( ad l o c .) t e l l s  us that Eupolis*  

comedy was produced In the same year as the Fax o f A r is to ­

phanes, namely, 421 B .C .

9 4 . See R oger's Clouds (second e d it io n , 1915), in trod u ct­

io n , 10-18* The s ix th  Greek argument to  the play (Oxford 

t e x t  numbering) i s  a lso  h e lp fu l.

95* A* F* P . ,  149 f*

9 6 . Op. e l t . 149.
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nouneed in  the spring o f 423 than in  th e spring o f  4 2 1 ,^  

As a matter o f fa c t ,  there i s  far more p o in t to the pas­

sage from Aristophanes i f  we assume i t  to  have been w rit-
93ten  for the r e v ise s  and la te r  e d it io n  ©f the C louds. X

9 7 . '‘This portion o f the Clouds belongs to  the o r ig in a l  

v ersio n  o f  the p la y . . .  and so f a l l s  ex a c tly  a t th a t time 

when we have evidence from Thucydides th at there were i r ­

r e g u la r it ie s  o f some so r t in  the c a le n d a r .. .11 ( op. c l t .

149 f  •) . But the same argument ap p lies eaualljr w e ll  to the  

rev ised  v ersio n , in  or a fte r  421 B . C .

98 . M e r ltt’ s note ( lo c .  c l t .) i s  purely n eg a tiv e . I main­

ta in  that we cannot d e f in i t e ly  determine the d ates o f  in ­

d iv id u a l passages u n less we have cred ib le  Inform ation (from  

th e Creek argument, for in stance; see note 94 , p . 74 a* 

b o v e), or sure d atab le r e feren ces , a s , fo r  example, the  

mention in  lin e  584 f .  o f an e c l ip s e .  M erltt s ta te s  that 

th e  naming o f Hyperboles (623) i s  no evidence for  a la te  

d a te . The sc h o lia s t  to 624 observes th a t there was no re ­

cord o f Hyperboles as hleromnemon in  4 2 4 /3 . M eritt deduces 

from t h is  th a t Hyperboles was chosen but did not serve; as 

corroboration  o f h is  b e l i e f  he c i t e s  l in e s  624-5. But I 

th in k  th a t these two l in e s  are much more amusing and char­

a c t e r i s t i c  i f ,  w ith Rogers, we in terp ret them l i t e r a l l y .

We must understand th a t in  some way H yperbolas’ garland
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then understand the com plaints o f  the gods as f a l l in g  un­

der two headst

(1) The f e s t iv a ls  come a t th e wrong tim e o f year.

(2) M ortals have fa i le d  to r e a liz e  Ze\f|vpv cos ayeiv  

Xp̂ l to 0 plow -tbs fyi£pas.

Now a discrepancy o f a month would throw the calendar out

was p u b lic ly  d islod ged , in  such a manner as to  make him 

cu t a r id ic u lo u s  figure*  The in cid en t would have been  

chuckled over wherever Athenians gathered to g o ss ip  and 

hence was w e ll su ited  to  A ristophanes' type o f humour* 

M eritt a ttach es l i t t l e  importance to  the a d d itio n a l com­

ment o f th e  s c h o lia s t ,  ou5tnta y&P 5if*pe«e Kktmvoa evt 

SlavTos* pte-tb, fbv ©awiTor r|£,t&9,n. This note su ggests 421 

rather than 423 as th e year in  which Hyperboles was su f­

f i c i e n t l y  w e ll known to  obtain  the post o f  hleremnomon. 

There i s  a further p o in t worth m entioning. I f  the passage 

d ates in  423 then Hyperboles must have been chosen hlerom-  

nemon to  the meeting o f the Amphictyoni® cou n cil in  the  

autumn o f  424. But we have already learned (p . 57 f* above) 

th a t  in  a l l  p ro b a b ility  the Athenians had no a ccess  to  

Delphi at th is  time; would they have elected a represent­

a t iv e  to  the Amphictyonlc co u n c il under th ese  conditions?  

Sueh a proceeding i s  much more understandable two years 

la t e r ,  in  the autumn o f 422, when peace was in  the a ir .
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o f  harmony not w ith the moon hut with the seasons, A seas-  

©nal inaccuracy o f one month i s  a large ir r e g u la r ity , some­

th in g  more than the p etty  iisagreem ent between lunar and 

c i v i l  years which c e r ta in ly  e x is te d . With M eritt*s eon* 

e lu s io n  on the la t t e r  score ( complaint 2 above) there i s  

no arguing: tt. . .  the actu a l c i v i l  calendar o f Athens from 

423 to  421 cannot be equated w ith  the tru e astronom ical 

lunar ca len d a r .B<̂  j <§@ i n s i s t ,  however, th at such a minor 

divergence would not have g iven  r i s e  to  the com plaints in  

th e Clouds, l in e s  618*623. In  inaceuraey o f  two or three  

days would not have found the gods fe a s t in g  when i# n  sa c r i­

f ic e d , the gods expectant w hile  the Athenians rdmped. in  

th e  courts; on the other hand, such a con d ition  o f a f fa ir s  

would have been eaused by the error o f  a month, and the  

hungry gods o f A ristophanes, who were con stan tly  m issing  

th e ir  s a c r i f ic e s ,  would have had good reason to  be wrath­

f u l .

The a llu s io n s  to  the calendar in  Aristophanes* com­

edy, th e re fo re , must ifcke th e ir  p lace w ith  the r e s t  o f  the  

evidence aga in st In te rc a la tio n  at Athens in  the c i v i l  year 

422 /1  B. 0 .

9 9 . A. F . P .,  150.
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VII. The Ju lian  Dates for  A rm istice and Peace

The arm istice  o f 424/3 was signed Elaphebolion 14,

&p,a rjp i to3 £tttrtrvoM-erov 0£pous euGus.1^® Elaphebolion
101

14 unquestionably represen ts the Ju lian  March 23.

The peace o f  N ikias was r a t i f ie d  Elaphebolion 25, 

4 2 2 /1 , t £ \ £ u t S u t o s  t o p  ajwx ^pi Aiouuotwu ev-

6Vs -rate aaTinSfo.*02 M eritt equates the sig n in g  o f the peace 
103

w ith  A pril 11, whereas my rev ised  calendar g iv e s  March 
104

12.
Since Thucydides' seasonal dating i s  f a ir ly  s ter e o ­

typed I t  seems to me u n lik e ly  that the two Greek express­

io n s  that I have quoted re fe r  to ex a ctly  the same time o f  

year. That i s ,  "at the very beginning o f summer" must in ­

d ica te  a time s l ig h t ly  la t e r  in  the year than "at the very 

end o f w inter,"  and one phrase i s  not used as a synonym for  

the o ther. The d is t in c t io n  i s  a s l ig h t  one, but one which, 

in  my opinion, does e x is t .  We know that March 23, a date 

which cannot be d isputed , f e l l  Spot fjpt -rot? ertlYtYVop-lvov

100. Thuc. 4. 117. 1 .

101. M eritt, A. F. D. , 176, 178; see a lso  note 21, p . 9 above.

102. Thuc. 5. 20 . 1.

103. M eritt, A. F. P. .  176, 178.

104. See ta b le s , p. 82 below.
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Qtpous auSfcs. I now propose, th ere fo re , that March 12 i s  

more su ited  to  reX.euTSpt’os to v  apa Tjpi than i s

A p ril 11.

And the date Mareh 12 for  the peace o f  N ik ias demands 

th a t 422/1  he considered ord inary. Thucydides once more, 

th e r e fo re , opposes in te r c a la tio n  in  422/1  B. C.

H U ,  C hronological Tables

I g iv e  below a calendar showing the chronology o f  the

period from 424/3  to 4 2 1 /0 , presented according to  the

view s urged in  t h is  paper, and based upon the b e l i e f  that
105422 /1  B . C. was an ordinary year at A thens.

Year Archon

CIVIL YEA!

Days Date o f  Hek. 1 In te r c a la tio n

424/3 Isarchos 354 

423/2 Amelnias 355 

422/1 A lkaios 354 

421/0 A rlstip n  384

Ju ly  IT 

Ju ly  6 

June 26 

June 14

0

0

0

I

105. These ta b le s  are based on M eritt, A. F . D. » 176, 178. 

S in ce  we cannot t e l l  the exact nature o f  the ir r e g u la r ity  

whieh e x is te d  at t h is  tim e, I have resto red  the months as 

i f  no such v a r ia tio n  occurred ( see M e r itt , op» c l t . 177)•
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0ONGILIAR YEAR 

Date o f  P . I .  1 Days F ir s t  secreta ry

4 2 4 /3

423/2

422/1

421/0

March 10 ♦ S laph . 14th . ( la rch  23 , P . V III . 6 , Spar*

tan flerastloa  1 2 )i a rm istice  w ith  

S parta .

g re a t D lonyala: A ristophanes’ Nu-

106* I* &« l 2 . 324. 26} M eritt . op. c l t . 138.

107. See p . 49 f .  above.

108. This ch art, reading a cr o ss , g iv es  the year B . 0 . ,  the  

J u lia n  eq u iva len t for the f i r s t  o f the A tt ic  month, a p lus  

s ig n  denoting a f u l l  month ( th ir t y  days) or a minus sign  

in d ica tin g  a hollow month (tw enty*nine d a y s), the A tt ic  

month, and the events d iscu ssed  in  th is  paper, l i s t e d ,  as 

far as p o ss ib le , in  ch ron o log ica l order.

S k lr . 19 -  July 5 365 Ip lly k o s

S k lr . 29 * Ju ly  5 365 Demetrios
„ 107Hek. 10 -  July 5 367 P repis

107
Hek. 23 -  Ju ly 6 366 Menekles

ORDER OF MONTHS. WITH PERTINENT EVENTS108

423 Jan. 10 ♦ gam. 

Feb. 9 -  Anth.
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bea, f i r s t  v ers ion .

A p ril 9 -  Moun, 

May 8 + Thar* 

June T -  S k ir .

A rm istice .

6 4 Hek.

3 + Boed.

3 -  Pyan.

1 + Mala.Nov*

30 4 Gam.

422 Jan* 29 * Anth. 

Feb* 27 ♦ Elaph.

March 29 •  Moun.

A rm istice .

A p ril 27 4 Thar.

Lenala: A ristophanes1 Vespae. 

A rm istice .

A rm istice .

Kleon elected ;gen © ral.

14th . (P . V III . 5S): arm istice  

e x p ir e s .

S ta te  o f  war.

15th . (P . V III . 25): payment ©f 

one hundred ta le n ts  made to  Kleon? 

At the end of the month Kleon 

lea v es  Athens.

S ta te  o f  war.

S ta te  o f  war.
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422 May 27 * S k lr , S ta te  o f war

June 26 -  Hek* 

Ju ly  25 ♦ l e t .

Aug# 24 -  Boed. 

S ep t. 22 + Z2*£* 

G et. 22 -  Malm. 

Nov, 20 + P os. 

Deo. 20 -  Uam.

421 ' J a n .  10 + Anth.

Feb. IT -  Elapn.

la r ch  IT + Moun. 

A p ril 16 -  Thar.

la y  15 ♦ S k lr .

S ta te  o f  war.

D elphic month B oukatloa.

Kleon d ie s  b efore Am phlpolis. 

Pythian f e s t iv a l :  holy tru ee . 

A fter  the P yth la  war i s  resumed.

S ta te  o f  war.

S ta te  o f  war.

Great D lon ysla: A ristophanes' 

Pax.

25tn . ( la reh  12, P . V I. 37, 

Spartan Artemisi©a 2?): peace 

o f  N ik ias s ign ed .

Th a r g e lla . Chorus dancer d ie s  

(Antlphon 6) .

109. We must allow for  Ju lian  in te r c a la t io n  in  t h is  year*
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421 June 14 * Hek. 

July 14 -  l e t .

Aug. 12 ♦ Boed. 

S ep t. 11 -  Pyan. 

O et. 1® * Mala. 

Nov. 9 -  P os. 

Dee. 8 * P os.

P u l l  mouth agrees w ith Antlphon 

( 6 .  4 4 ) .

29th (P . I .  37): ehoregos In d ic t­

ed (Antlphon 6 . 44, 45; see pp. 

43, 49 above).

A ntlphon's s ix th  speeeh.
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